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PREFACE. 


Thb  object  of  this  volume  is  to  give  a  version  of  the  ori^nal  so 

strictly  fidthful  as  to  be  of  service  to  the  classical  student ;  while 

ihe  style,  though  perfectly  simple  and  unpretending,  may  contain 

(Hothing  so  opposed  to  the  idiom  of  our  own  language  as  to  deter 

the  general  reader  who  may  wish  to  know  exactly  what  the  Greek 

historian  wrote.    To  gain  both  these  ends,  however,  except  in  a 

himited  degree,  is  perhaps  scarcely  possible  in  translating  an  author 

pike  Thucydides ;  whose  style  is  frequently  so  very  obscure,  as 

[regards  the  meaning,  and  so  totally  different,  as  regards  the  form 

arrangement  of  his  narrative,  from  what  we  are  accustomed 

>  in  our  own  writers  of  history.    It  may  be  well  therefore  to  say, 

that  wherever  the  two  parts  of  the  object  I  have  mentioned  seemed 

lincompatlble,  the  latter,  as  the  less  important,  has  been  sacrificed 

Ito  the  former ;  particularly  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  work,  where 

■the  student  naturally  stands  most  in  need  of  every  help  that  can 

|be  given  him.    With  this  explanation,  I  venture  to  hope  that  the 

present  version  may  be  found,  in  not  a  few  passages,  to  answer  the 

[  proposed  better  than  any  of  those  which  preceded  it.    The 

I  very  great  additions  which  within  the  last  few  years  have  been 

I  made  to  our  knowledge  of  the  original,  may  reasonably  exempt 

I  the  expression  of  such  a  hope  from  the  charge  of  arrogance.   And 

f  though  want  of  leisure,  arising  from  more  pressing  occupations, 

has  prevented  my  deriving  all  the  benefit  I  might  have  done  from 

the  works  of  more  learned  laborers  in  the  same  field,  yet  even  an 

imperfect  acquaintance  with  the  annotations  of  such  scholars  as 
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PBEFAOE. 


Lave  recently  edited  Thucydides,  could  scarcely  fail  to  give  me  a 
decided  adyantage  over  earlier  translators.  To  one  of  those 
scholars,  especially,  I  am  bound  most  thankfully  to  acknowledge 
my  yery  great  obligations ;  though  his  eye  is,  alas  I  closed  to  such 
expressions  of  gratitude.  It  was  under  the  personal  instruction  of 
Dr.  Arnold  that  I  had  the  happiness  to  make  my  first  acqujuntance 
with  the  language  of  his  favorite  author ;  and  his  annotations  upon 
the  work  have  never  long  been  out  of  my  hands,  since  they  were 
first  published.  The  text  of  his  last  edition  is  what  I  have  adopted 
for  this  translation ;  and  I  have  sometimes  felt  compelled  to  bor- 
row the  very  words  vdth  which  he  rendered  a  difficult  passage ; 
for  when  his  version  was  meant  to  be  literal,  it  seemed  almost  im- 
possible to  change  it  without  sacrificing  some  part  of  the  sense. 
The  very  few  notes,  too,  which  were  compatible  with  the  form 
and  design  of  the  volume,  are  in  many  cases  only  extracts  from, 
or  references  to,  his  more  copious  illustrations  of  the  text :  though 
the  views  of  other  editors,  particularly  of  Haack,  Bekker,  GoUery 
Poppo,  and  Bloomfield,  are  also  quoted  on  doubtful  passagesi 
wheiie  my  mind  was  not  quite  made  up,  with  respect  either  to  tha 
best  reading,  or  the  most  probable  interpretation.  "With  sued 
valuable  aids  at  my  command,  my  task  might  well  have  been  exel 
cuted  far  better  than  it  is.  But  such  as  it  is,  I  commit  it  ver]X' 
humbly  to  the  judgment  of  the  public ;  more  particularly  of  thostt 
who  are  acquainted  with  the  original,  and  will  therefore  be  bestt 
able  to  appreciate  the  difficulties  which  a  translator  of  Thucydides 
has  to  encounter. 
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THUCYDIDES. 


BOOK  I. 

TntJcrDiDES,  an  Athenian,  wrote  the  history  of  the  war 
between  the  Peloponnesians  and  the  Athenians,  how  they 
warred  against  each  other ;  having  begun  from  its  very  outset, 
with  the  expectatiou  thai  it  would  provts  a  great  one,  and 
more  worthy*  of  relation  than  all  that  had  beenbefore  it ;  in- 
ferring so  much,  as  well  from  the  fact  that  both  sides  were  at 
the  height  of  all  kinds  of  preparation  for  it,  as  also  because 
he  saw  the  rest  of  Greece  joining  with  the  one  side  or  the 
other,  some  immediately,  and  some  intending  so  to  do.  For 
this  was  certainly  the  greatest  movement  that  ever  happened 
among  the  Greeks,  and  some  part  of  the  barbarians,  and  ex- 
tending, as  one  may  say,  even  to  most  nations  of  the  world. 
For  the  events  that  preceded  this,  and  those  again  that  are  yot 
more  ancient,*  it  was  impossible,  through  length  of  time,  io 
ascertain  with  certainty ;  but*  from  such  evidence  as  I  am  led 

'  Literally,  "?wo5<worth7— of  all,"etc. ;  but  this  use  of  the  superlativse, 
though  one  of  the  most  common  idioms  of  the  Greek  language,  has  not 
been  naturalized  in  our  own ;  notwithstanding  Milton's  well-kno^v^l  imi- 
tation of  it,  in  which  he  makes  Adam  the  "  goodliest  of  all  his  sons  sino& 
born.  The  fairest  of  Tier  daughters  Eve." 

2  As  he  refers,  I  think,  to  his  own  actual  investigations  on  the  subject, 
there  seems  no  reason  for  giving  to  ijv  the  hypothetical  force,  as  trans- 
lators have  generally  done.  The  same  remark  applies  to  the  use  of  the 
same  verb  in  the  firat  sentence  of  chap.  22,  ;^;a/,e7rdv  r^v  uKpl^eiav  av-rijv 
T(3y  T^exOevTuv  dtafiifrffiovevaai  fjv ;  and  the  truth  of  it  appears  to  be  con* 
finned  by  the  expression  ^TrfTrovwf  61  evploKero  in  the  same  chapter* 

•  The  relative  uv  is  referred  by  some  to  okottovvtc,  by  others  to 
marevaai ;  and  in  either  case  it  would  seem  but  an  ordinary  instance  of 
attraction;  though  Arnold  thinks  that  *' neither  of  these  expressions  can 
be  admitted."  I  have  preferred  the  latter,  both  because  the  participial 
clause  might  very  naturally  be  inserted  in  this  parenthetical  way ;  and 
from  reference  to  a  very  similar  passage  in  the  beginning  of  chap.  20,  TO. 
lilv  ohf  Tza%aL(i  roiavra  evpoVf  ;^;aAe7r(l  dvra  rravrl  k^fiQ  TEKfiriplut  irtcTe^aL. 
Schafer,  as  quoted  by  Groller,  supplies  ef  from  the  antecedent  clause. — 
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2  THUOYDIDEa   L  [ii,  UL 

to  trust,  on  looking  back  as  far  as  possible,  I  do  not  think  they 
were  great,  either  with  respect  to  the  wars  or  otherwise. 

2.  For  it  is  evident,  that  what  is  now  called  Hellas,  was  not 
of  old  inhabited  in  a  settled  manner ;  but  that  formerly  there 
were  frequent  removals,  and  that  each  tribe  readily  left  the 
place  of  their  abode,  being  forced  by  such  as  were  from  time 
^  to  time  more  numerous.  For  as  there  was  no  trajSc,  and  they 
^^  did  not  mix  with  one  another  without  fear,  either"  by  sea  or 
'  land ;  and  they  each  so  used  what  they  had  as  but  barely  to 
live  on  it,  without  having  any  superfluity  of  riches,  or  plants 
ing  their  land  (because  it  was  uncertain  when  another  should 
invade  -them,  and  carry  all  away,  especially  as  they  had  not 
the  defense  of  walls) ;  and  as  they  thought  that  they  might 
any-  wiiere  obtain  theii  neces&aiy  daily  sustenance,  they  made 
little  difficulty  in  removing  :  and  for  this  cause  they  were  not 
strong,  either  in  greatness  of  cities,  or  other  resources.  And 
the  best  of  the  land  was  always  the  most  subject  to  these 
changes  of  inhabitants ;  as  that  which  is  now  called  Thessaly, 
and  Boeotia,  and  the  greatest  part  of  the  Peloponnese  (except 
Arcadia),  and  of  the  rest  of  Greece  whatsoever  was  most 
fertile.  For  through  the  goodness  of  the  land,  both  the  power 
of  s<MBe  particular  mon  grpwing  greater  caused  factions  among 
them,  whereby  they  were  ruined ;  and  withal  they  were  more 
exposed  to  the  plots  of  strangers.  Attica,  at  any  rate,  having 
tiirough  the  poverty  pf  the  soil  been  for  the  longest  period 
free  from  fiactions,  was  always  inhabited  by  the  same  people. 
And  thi&  which  foUows  is  not  the  least  evidence  of  my  asser- 
tion, that  it  was  owing  to  its  migrations  that  Greece  did  not 
equally  increase  in  o&et  p^rts.  For  such  as  by  war  or  sedi- 
tion were  driven  out  of  the  rest  of  Greece,  the  most  power- 
ful of  them  retired  to  Athens,  as  to  a  place  of  security; 
and  becoming  citizeiis  at  a  very  early  period,  made  the  city 
still  greater  in  the  number  of  inhabitants;  so  that  after- 
ward they  even  sent  out  colonies  into  Ionia,  as  Attica  itself 
was  not  able  to  contain  them."^  3.  And  to  me  the  weakness 
of  ancient  times  is  not  a  little  demonstrated  by  this  too.  Be- 
fore the  Trojan  war,  Greece  appears  to  havQ  done  nothing  in 
common ;  and,  as  it  seems  to  me,  the  whole  of  it  had  not  as 
yet  even  this  name ;  nay,  before  the  time  of  Hellen,  the  son  of 

ZvjiiSaivet  seems  here  to  express  simply  a  7'esult^  without  implying  any 
thing  of  its  fortuitous  nature,  as  it  more  commonly  does. 
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Deucalion,  it  does  not  appear  that  this  appellation  existed  at  all ; 
but  that  in  their  difterent  tribes,  and  the  Pelasgian  to  the 
greatest  extent,  they  furnished  from  themselves  the  name  [of 
their  people]/  But  when  Hellen  and  his  sons  had  grown 
strong  in  Phthiotis,  and  men  invited  them  for  their  aid  into  the 
other  cities ;  fix>m  associating  with  them,  separate  communities 
were  now  more  commonly  called  Hellenes  :  *  and  yet  not  for  a 
long  time  after  could  that  name  prevail  among  them  all.  And 
Homer  proves  this  most  fully ;  for,  though  born  long  after  the 
Trojan  war,  he  has  nowhere  called  them  all  by  that  name,  nor 
indeed  any  others  but  those  that  came  with  Achilles  out  of 
Phthiotis ;  who  were  the  very  original  Hellenes ;  but  in  his 
poems  he  mentions  Danaans,  Argives,  and  Achaeans.  Nor  again 
does  he  speak  of  barbarians ;  because  neither  were  the  Hellenes, 
in  my  opinion,  as  yet  distinguished  by  one  ciommon  term  in  op- 
position to  that.  The  several  Hellenic  communities,  then,  who 
in  the  different  cities  understood  each  other's  language,  and 
were'  afterward  all  so  called,  did  nothing  in  a  body  before  the 
Trojan  war,  through  want  of  strength  and  mutual  intercourse. 
Nay,  even  for  this  expedition  they  united  [only]  because  they 
now  made  more  use  of  the  sea.  4.  For  Minos  was  the  most 
ancient  of  all  with  whom  we  are  acquainted  by  report,  that  ac- 
quired a  navy :  and  ho  made  himself  master  of  the  greater  part 
of  what  is  now  the  Grecian  sea ;  and  both  ruled  over  the  islands 
called  Cyclades,  and  was  the  first  that  colonized  most  of  them, 
having  expelled  the  Carians,  and  established  his  own  sons  in 
them  as  governors;  and,  as  was  natural,  he  swept  piracy 
from  the  sea  as  much  as  he  could,  for  the  better  coming  in  to 
him  of  his  revenues.  6.  For  the  Grecians  in  old  time,  and  of 
the  barbarians  both  those  on  the  continent  who  lived  near  the 
sea,  and  all  who  inhabited  islands,  after  they  began  to  cross 
over  more  commonly  to  one  another  in  ships,  turned  to  piracy, 

*  i  e.,  there  were  different  tribes,  of  which  the  Pelasgian  was  the  pre- 
dominant one,  called  by  their  different  ntunes,  instead  of  being  all  com- 
prehended under  one,  as  they  were  afterward.  Or  it  may  r5er  to  the 
gradual  formation  of  such  general  names  even  at  that  early  period,  by 
one  tribe  extending  its  own  appellation  to  others. 

'  For  a  striking  instance  of  such  a  change  in  the  language  of  a  bar- 
barian people  at  a  much  later  period,  I  may  refer  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Amphilochian  Argos,  of  whom  Thucydides  says,  II.  68,  i?i?iijviadfjaav 
T^v  vvv  yXcoaaav  Tore  rrpcJTOv  and  tuv  AfiTrpaKiuruv  ^voiKijadvTuv  *  ol 
dk  u?.Xoi  'Afi<l>i2,oxoi  pdpSapol  elaiv, 

*  See  Arnold's  note  on  this  difficult  passage. 
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under  the  conduct  of  their  most  powerful  men,  with  a  view  both 
to  their  own  gain,  and  to  maintenance  for  the  needy ;  and  fall- 
ing upon  towns  that  were  unfortified,  and  inhabited  like  villages,* 
they  rifled  them,  and  made  most  of  their  livelihood  by  this 
means ;  as  this  employment  did  not  yet  involve  any  disgrace, 
but  rather  brought  with  it  even  somewhat  of  glory,  lliis  is 
shown  by  some  that  dwell  on  the  continent  even  at  the  pres- 
ent day,  with  whom  it  is  an  honor  to  perform  this  cleverly ; 
and  by  the  ancient  poets  who  introduce  men  asldug  the  ques- 
tion of  such  as  sail  to  their  coasts,  in  all  cases  alike,  whether 
they  are  pirates :  as  though  neither  those  of  whom  they  in- 
quire, disowned  the  employment;  nor  those  who  were  inter- 
ested in  knowing,  reproached  them  with  it.  They  also  robbed 
one  another  on  the  continent ;  and  to  this  day  many  parts  of 
Greece  live  after  the  old  fashion;  as  the  Locri  Ozolae,  the 
^tolians,  and  Acamanians,  and  those  in  that  part  of  the  con- 
tinent. And  the  fashion  of  wearing  arms  has  continued  among 
these  continental  states  from  their  old  trade  of  piracy.  6.  For 
the  whole  of  Greece  used  to  wear  arms,  owing  to  their  habita- 
tions being  unprotected,  and  their  communication  with  each 
other  insecure ;  and  they  passed  their  ordinary  life  with  weapons, 
like  the  barbarians.  And  those  parts  of  Greece  which  still  live 
in  this  way,  are  a  proof  of  the  same  mode  of  life  having  also 
formerly  extended  to  all.  Now  the  Athenians  were  the  first 
who  laid  down  their  armor,  and  by  a  more  easy  style  of  life 
changed  to  greater  luxury.  And  the  elders  of  their  rich  men 
no  long  time  ago  ceased  wearing  from  delicacy  linen  tunics, 
and  binding  up  a  knot  of  the  hair  on  their  heads  with  a  tie  of 
golden  grasshoppers.  Whence  also  this  fashion  prevailed  for  a 
Jong  time  with  tiie  elders  of  the  lonians,  from  their  aflSnity  to 
them.  But  on  the  contrary  a  moderate  style  of  dressing,  and 
according  to  the  present  mode,  was  first  used  by  the  Lacedae- 
monians ;  and  in  other  respects  their  wealthier  men  most  con- 
formed themselves  in  their  living  to  the  common  people.  And 
they  were  the  first  who  stripped  themselves,  and  undressing  in 
public,  smeared  themselves  with  grease,'  in  their  gymnastic  ex- 
ercises. And  formerly  even  at  the  Olympic  games  the  com- 
batants contended  with  girdles  round  their  middle ;  and  it  is 

*  t.  e.,  in  an  open  and  straggling  manner.     Compare  his  description  of 
Sparta,  to  which  the  term  was  still  applicable,  chap.  10. 
^  The  rude  original  of  the  KTjpiDfia  in  later  times. 
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not  many  years  since  it  ceased  to  be  so,  Nay  even  now  among 
some  of  the  barbariMis,  and  especially  those  of  Asia,  prizes  for 
boxing  and  wrestling  are  given,  and  they  wear  girdles  when  they 
contend  for  them.  And  in  many  other  respects  also  one  might 
show  that  the  ancient  Greeks  lived  in  a  manner  similar  to  the 
barbarians  of  the  present  age. 

1.  Of  the  cities,  again,  such  as  were  fomided  most  recently, 
and  when  there  were  now  greater  facilities  of  navigation,  having 
greater  abimdance  of  wealth,  they  were  built  with  walls  on  the 
very  shores ;  and  occupied  isthmuses,  with  a  view  both  to  com- 
merce and  to  security  against  their  several  neighbors :  whereas 
the  old  ones,  owing  to  the*  long  continuance  of  piracy,  were 
built  further  off  from  the  sea,  both  those  in  the  islands  and  those 
on  the  mainlands ;  (for  they  used  to  plunder  one  another,  and 
all  the  rest  who  lived  by  the  sea  without  being  seamen)  ;  and 
even  to  the  present  day  they  are  built  inland. 

8.  And  the  islanders  especially  were  pirates,  being  Carians 
and  Phoenicians.  For  it  was  these  that  had  colonized  most  of 
the  islands.  And  this  is  a  proof  of  it : — When  Delos  was 
purified  by  the  Athenians  in  the  course  of  this  war,  and  all  the 
sepulchers  of  those  who  had  died  in  the  island  were  taken  up, 
above  half  were  found  to  be  Carians ;  being  known  by  the 
fashion  of  the  arms  buried  with  them,  and  by  the  manner  in 
which  they  still  bury.  But  when  the  navy  of  Minos  was  estab- 
lished, there  were  greater  facilities  of  sailing  to  each  other.  For 
the  malefactors  in  the  islands  were  expelled  by  him,  at  the  same 
time  that  he  was  colonizing  most  of  them.  And  the  men  on 
the  sea-coast,  now  making  greater  acquisition  of  wealth,  led  a 
more  settled  life;  and  some  of  them  even  surrounded  them- 
selves with  walls,  on  the  strength  of  growing  richer  than  they 
had  before  been.  For  through  desire  of  gain,  the  lower  orders 
submitted  to  be  slaves  to  their  betters ;  and  the  more  powerful, 
having  a  superabundance  of  money,  brought  the  smaller  cities 
into  subjection.  And  being  now  more  in  this  state  of  things, 
some  time  after  they  made  the  expedition  against  Troy. 

9.  And  Agamemnon  appears  to  me  to  have  assembled  the 
armament  because  he  surpassed  the  men  of  that  day  in  power, 
and  not  so  much  because  he  took  the  suitors  of  Helen  bound 

*  GoUer  reads  dirnaxovaai  instead  of  dvTtaxovaav^  which  he  pro- 
nounces inexplicable,  and  interprets  it  thus,  "  Veteres  urbea  ob  latro- 
cinia,  postquam  diu  et  restiterunt  et  perduraverunt,  lon^us  a  mari  con- 
dit«e  sunt." 
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by  their  oaths  to  Tyndanis.  It  is  said  too  by  those  of  the 
Peloponnesians  who  have  received  the  most  certain  accounts 
by  tradition  from  their  forefathers,  that  Pelops  first  acquired 
power  by  the  abundance  of  riches  with  which  he  came  from 
Asia  to  men  who  were  in  needy  circumstances  ;  and  although 
a  new-comer,  yet  gave  his  name  to  the  country;*  and  that 
afterward  still  greater  power  fell  to  the  lot  of  his  descendants, 
as  Eurystheus  was  killed  in  Attica  by  the  Heraclidse,  and  Atreus 
was  his  mother's  brother,  and  Eurystheus,  when  going  on  the 
expedition,  intrusted  Mycenae  and  the  government  to  Atreus,  on 
the  ground  of  their  connection ;  (he  happened  to  be  flying  from 
his  father  on  account  of  the  death  of  Chrysippus)  :  and  when 
Eurystheus  did  not  return  again,  they  say  that  at  the  wish  of 
the  Mycenaeans  themselves,  through  their  fear  of  the  Heraclidse, 
and  also  because  he  appeared  to  be  powerful,  and  had  courted 
the  commons,  Atreus  received  the  kingdom  of  the  Mycenaeans 
and  all  that  Eurystheus  ruled  over ;  and  that  so  the  descend- 
ants of  Pelops  became  greater  than  those  of  Perseus.  And  I 
think  that  Agamemnon,  from  having  received  this  inheritance, 
and  from  being  strong  in  his  navy  also  at  the  same  time  to 
a  greater  extent  than  others,  assembled  and  made  the  expedi- 
tion not  so  much  by  favor  as  by  fear.  For  he  appears  to  have 
both  come  himself  with  most  ships,  and  to  have  furnished  them 
for  the  Arcadians  besides  ;  as  Homer  has  also  shown,  if  he  is 
sufficient  authority  for  any  one,'  and  also,  in  [his  account  of] 
the  transmission  of  the  scepter,  he  has  mentioned  that  he  "  O'er 
numerous  islands  and  all  Argos  ruled."  Now,  as  he  lived  on  the 
mainland,  he  would  not  have  been  master  of  islands,  except 
those  that  were  adjacent  (and  those  would  not  be  numerous),  if 
he  had  not  also  had  some  naval  force.  And  we  must  conjecture 
by  this  expedition,  what  was  the  character  of  those  before  it. 

10.  And  as  to  Mycenae  having  been  a  small  place,  or  if  any 
town  in  those  times  appear  now  to  be  inconsiderable,  this 
would  be  no  certain  proof  to  rest  upon,  for  disbelieving  that 
the  armament  was  as  large  as  the  poets  have  said,  and  as  report 
prevails.  For  if  the  city  of  the  Lacedaemonians  were  laid  des- 
olate, and  the  temples  and  foundations  of  the  public  build- 
ings were  left,  I  think  that  when  a  long  time  had  passed  by, 

'  Or  more  literally,  "  gave  occasion  to  the  naming  of  the  country  after 
him." 

s  Literally,  "  gufficiont  to  prove  it  to  any  one." 
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posterity  would  have  great  disbelief  of  their  power  in  propor- 
tion to  their  fame.  (And  yet  they  occupy  two  of  the  five 
divisions  of  the  Peloponnese,  and  take  the  lead  of  the  whole  of 
it,  and  of  their  allies  out  of  it  in  great  numbers.  Still,  as  the 
city  is  neither  built  closely,  nor  has  sumptuous  temples  and 
public  buildings,  but  is  built  in  villages,  after  the  old  fashion 
of  Greece,  it  would  have  an  inferior  appearance)  Whereas 
if  the  Athenians  were  to  suffer  the  same  fate,  I  think  their 
power  would  be  conjectured,  from  the  appearance  of  the  city 
to  the  eye,  to  have  been  double  what  it  is.  It  is  not  there- 
fore right  to  be  incredulous,  nor  to  look  at  the  appearance  of 
cities  rather  than  their  power ;  but  to  think  that  that  expedi- 
tion was  greater  indeed  than  any  that  were  before  it,  but  in- 
ferior to  mose  of  the  present  day ;  if  on  this  point  again  we 
must  believe  the  poetry  of  Homer,  which  it  is  natural  that  he, 
as  a  poet,  set  off  on  the  side  of  exaggeration ;  but,  neverthe- 
less, even  on  this  view  it  appears  interior.  For  he  has  made 
it  to  consist  of  twelve  hundred  ships,  those  of  the  Boeotians 
carrying  120  men,  and  those  of  Philoctetes  50;  meaning  to 
show,  as  I  think,  the  largest  and  the  least ;  at  ^ly  rate  he  has 
made  no  mention  of  the  size  of  any  others  in  the  catalogue  of 
the  ships.  And  that  they  all  were  themselves  rowers  and 
fighting  men,  he  has  shown  in  the  case  of  the  ships  of  Philoc- 
tetes. For  he  has  represented  all  the  men  at  the  oar  as  bow- 
men. And  it  is  not  probable  that  many  supernumeraries  would 
sail  with  them,  except  the  kings  and  highest  officers ;  especially 
as  they  were  going  to  cross  the  open  sea  with  munitions  of 
war ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  had  not  their  vessels  decked,  but 
equipped,  after  the  old  fashion,  more  like  privateers.  Looking 
then  at  the  mean  of  the  largest  and  the  smallest  ships,  they  do 
not  appear  to  have  gone  in  any  great  number,  considering  that 
they  were  sent  by  the  whole  of  Greece  in  conmion. 

11.  And  the  reason  was  not  so  much  scarcity  of  men  as 
want  of  money.  For  owing  to  difficulty  of  subsistence,  they 
took  their  army  the  smaller,  and  such  only  as  they  hoped 
would  live  on  the  country  itself  while  carrying  on  the  war ; 
and  when  on  their  arrival  they  were  superior  in  battle  (and 
that  they  were  so  is  evident,  for  they  would  not  else  nave 
built  the  fortifications  for  their  camp),  they  appear  not  even 
then  to  have  employed  all  their  force,  but  to  have  turned  to 
the  cultivation  of  the  Chersonese,  and  to  piracy,  for  want  of 
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food.  And  in  this  way  the  Trojans,  owing  to  their  being 
scattered,  the  more  easily  held  out*  by  open  force  those  ten 
years;  being  a  match  for  those  who  successively  were  left 
behind.  But  if  they  had  gone  with  abundance  of  food,  and  in 
a  body  had  continuously  carried  through  the  war,  without 
foraging  and  agriculture,  they  would  easily  have  conquered 
them  in  battle,  and  taken  the  place ;  since  even  though  not 
united,  but  only  with  the  part  that  was  successively  present, 
they  held  out  against  them.  Now  by  pressing  lie  siege, 
[I  say],  they  would  have  taken  Troy  both  in  less  time  and  with 
less  trouble ;  but  through  want  of  money  both  the  undertakings 
before  this*  were  weak,  and  this  itself,  though  more  famous 
than  the  former,  is  shown  by  facts*  to  have  been  inferior  to  its 
fame,  and  to  the  present  report  of  it,  which  has  prevailed  by 
means  of  the  poets. 

12.  For  even  after  the  Trojan  war  Greece  was  still  moving 
about,  and  settling  itself;*  so  that  it  could  not  increase  its 
power  by  remaining  at  rest  For  the  return  of  the  Greeks 
from  Troy,  having  taken  place  so  late,  caused  many  revolu- 
tions ;  and  factions,  generally  speaking,  arose  in  the  states ;  in 
consequence  of  which  men  were  expelled,  and  founded  cities. 
For  those  who  are  now  called  Boeotians,  being  driven  out  of 
Ame  by  the  Thessalians  in  the  sixtieth  year  aft«r  the  taking 
of  Troy,  settled  in  what  is  now  called  Boeotia,  but  was  before 
called  the  Gadmean  country.  (Though  there  was  a  division 
of  them  in  this  country  before,  some  of  whom  also  joined  the 
expedition  against  Troy.)  And  the  Dorians  in  the  eightieth 
year  took  possession  of  the  Peloponnese  with  the  Herachdge. 
And  Greece  having  with  difficulty,  after  a  long  time,  enjoyed 
settled  peace,  and  being  no  longer  subject  to  migrations,  began 
to  send  out  colonies ;  and  the  Athenians  colonized  Ionia,  and 
most  of  the  islands ;  and  the  Peloponnesians,  the  greater  part 
of  Italy  and  Sicily,  and  some  places  in  the  rest  of  Greece.*  But 
all  these  places  were  founded  after  the  Trojan  war. 

1  i.  c,  keeping  the  field,  and  not  merely  fighting  from  their  walls. 

2  The  plural  pronoun  in  the  Greek  is  used  with  reference  to  rd  Tpwt/ca, 
the  common  term  to  signify  the  Trojan  war. 

3  Or,  "  inferior  in  the  fects." 

*  ♦.  &,  it  was  not  yet  settled. — Arnold.  The  old  reading,  fieroKi^eTo, 
would  mean,  "  was  changing  its  place  of  abode." 

s  The  term  "  Greece"  is  here  used  in  its  widest  sense,  as  including  all 
countries  that  had  a  Greek  population. 
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13.  Now  when  Greece  was  becoming  iViOro  powerful,  and 
acquiring  possession  of  money  still  more  than  before,  tyran- 
nies, generally  speaking,  were  established  in  the  cities,  from 
the  revenues  becoming  greater;  whereas  before  there  had 
been  hereditary  kingly  governments  with  definite  privileges  5 
and  Greece  began  to  fit  out  navies,  and  they  paid  more  at- 
tention to  the  sea.  Now  the  Corinthians  are  said  first 
to  have  managed  naval  matters  most  nearly  to  the  present 
&shion,  and  triremes  to  have  been  built  at  Corinth  first  in 
Greece.  And  Aminocles,  a  Corinthian  shipwright,  appears  to 
have  built  four  ships  for  the  Samians  also.  Now  it  is  about 
three  hundred  years  to  the  end  of  this  war  from  the  time  that 
Aminocles  went  to  the  Samians ;  and  the  most  ancient  sea- 
fight  with  which  we  are  acquainted  was  fought  between  the 
Corinthians  and  the  Corcyrseans.  And  from  that  too  it  is 
about  two  hundred  and  sixty  years  to  the  same  period.  For 
the  Corinthians,  having  their  city  situated  on  the  isthmus,  had 
always  possessed  an  emporium ;  as  the  Greeks  of  old,  both 
those  within  the  Peloponnese  and  those  without,  had  inter- 
course with  each  other  by  land  more  than  by  sea,  through 
their  country :  and  they  were  very  rich,  as  is  shown  even  by 
the  old  poets ;  for  they  gave  the  title  of  "  wealthy"  to  the  place. 
And  when  the  Greeks  began  to  make  more  voyages,  having  got 
their  ships  they  put  down  piracy ;  and  rendered  their  city  rich 
in  income  of  money,  as  they  afibrded  an  emporium  both  ways. 
And  the  lonians  afterward  had  a  large  navy  in  the  time  of 
Cyrus,  the  first  kinff  of  the  Persians,  and  Cambyses  his  son ; 
and  while  at  war  with  Cyrus,  commanded  the  sea  along  their 
coast  for  some  time.  Polycrates  also,  tyrant  of  Samos,  in  the 
time  of  Cambyses,  having  a  strong  fleet,  both  made  some  other 
of  the  islands  subject  to  him,  and  took  Rhenea  and  dedicated 
it  to  the  Delian  Apollo.  And  the  Phocaeans,  while  founding 
Massalia,  conquered  the  Carthaginians  in  a  sea-fight. 

14.  These  were  the  strongest  of  their  navies.  But  even 
these,  though  many  generations  after  the  Troian  war,  appear 
to  have  u^  but  few  triremes,  and  to  have  oeen  still  fitted 
out  with  fifty-oared  vessels,  and  long  boats,  as  that  fleet  was. 
And  it  was  but  a  short  time  before  the  Median  war,  and  the 
death  of  Darius,  who  was  king  of  the  Persians  after  Cambyses, 
that  triremes  were  possessed  m  any  number  by  the  tyrants  of 
Sicily  and  the  Corcyraeans.     For  these  were  the  last  navies 
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worth  mentioning  established  in  Greece  before  the  expedition 
of  Xerxes:  as  the  -^^netans  and  Athenians,  and  whoever 
else  had  any,  possessed  but  small  ones,  and  of  those  the  greater 
part  fifty-oared  vessels ;  and  it  was  only  lately  that  "niemis- 
tocles  persuaded  the  Athenians,  when  at  war  with  the  .M^n^ 
tans,  and  when  the  barbarian  was  also  expected,  to  build  those 
very  ships  with  which  they  fought  him  by  sea ;  and  these  were 
not  yet  decked  throughout. 

16.  Of  such  a  [deficient]  character  then  were  the  navies  of 
the  Greeks,  both  the  ancient  ones  and  those  which  were  built 
afterward.  And  yet  those  who  paid  attention  to  them  obtained 
the  greatest  power,  both  by  income  of  money  and  dominion  over 
others :  for  ihej  sailed  against  the  islands,  and  subdued  them ; 
especially  those  who  had  not  a  sufficient  extent  of  country.  But 
as  for  war  by  land,  from  which  any  power  *  was  acquired,  there 
was  none.  Such  as  did  arise,  were  all  against  uieir  several 
neighbors ;  and  the  Greeks  did  not  go  out  in  any  foreign  ex- 
peditions far  fi-om  their  country  for  the  subjugation  of  others. 
For  they  had  not  ranged  themselves  with  the  chief  states  as 
subjects ;  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  did  they  of  their  own  ac- 
cord, on  fair  and  equal  terms,  make  common  expeditions ;  but 
it  was  rather  neighboring  states  that  separately  waged  war 
upon  each  other.  But  it  was  for  the  war  carried  on  at  an 
early  period  between  the  Chalcidians  and  Eretrians,  that  the 
rest  of  Greece  also  was  most  generally  divided  in  alliance  with 
one  side  or  the  other. 

16.  Now  to  others  there  arose  in  other  ways  obstacles  to 
their  increase ;   and  in  the  case  of  the  lonians,  when  their 

Ewer  had  advanced  to  a  high  pitch,  Cyrus  and  the  Persian 
igdom,  having  subdued  Crcesus  and  all  within  the  Halys  to 
the  sea,  marched  against  them,  and  reduced  to  bondage  tiieir 
cities  on  the  mainland,  as  Darius  afterward  did  even  the  islands, 
conquering  them  by  means  of  the  fleet  of  the  PhoeniciMis. 

17.  As  for  the  tyrants,  such  as  there  were  in  the  Grecian 
cities,  since  they  provided  only  for  what  concerned  themselves, 
with  a  view  to  the  safety  of  their  own  persons,  and  the  ag- 
grandizement of  their  own  family,  they  governed  their  cities 
with  caution,  as  far  as  they  possibly  could ;  and  nothing  me- 

I  From  the  position  of  the  koI  here,  it  seems  intended  only  to  make  the 
following  word  more  emphatic ;  as  it  is  often  used,  before  verbs  especially ; 
an  instance  of  which  occurs  in  the  very  next  sentence,  Saoi  koI  iyivovro. 
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morabld  was  achieved  by  them;  [indeed  nothing],  except  it 
might  be  against  their  own  several  border  states.  [I  speak  of 
those  in  old  Greece],  for  those  in  Sicily  advanced  to  a  very 
great  degree  of  power.  Thus  on  all  sides  Greece  for  a  long  time 
was  kept  in  check ;  so  that  it  both  performed  nothing  illustrious 
in  common,  and  was  less  daring  as  regards  indi'  fiual  states. 
18.  But  after  the  tyrants  of  the  Amenians  and  those  in 
the  rest  of  Greece  (which  even  at  an  earlier  period*  was  for 
a  long  time  subject  to  tyrants),  the  most  and  last,  excepting 
those  in  Sicily,  had  been  deposed  by  the  Lacedaemonians ;  (for 
Lacedaemon,  after  the  settlement  of  the  Dorians,  who  now  in- 
habit it,  though  torn  by  factions  for  the  longest  time  of  any 
country  that  we  are  acquainted  with,  yet  from  the  earliest 
period  enjoyed  good  laws,  and  was  always  free  from  tyrants ; 
for  it  is  about  four  hundred  years,  or  a  little  more,  to  tibe  end 
of  this  w^r,  that  the  Lacedaemonians  have  been  in  possession 
of  the  same  form  of  government ;  and  being  for  this  reason 
powerful,  they  settled  matters  in  ihe  other  states  also ;)  after," 
I  say,  the  deposition  of  the  tyrants  in  the  rest  of  Greece, 
not  many  years  subsequently  the  battle,  of  Marathon  was 
fought  between  the  Medes  and  Athenians.  And  in  the  tenth 
year  after  it,  the  barbarians  came  again  with  the  great  arma- 
ment against  Greece  to  enslave  it.  And  when  great  dan- 
ger was  impending,  the  Lacedaemonians  took  the  lead  of  the 
confederate  Greeks,  as  being  the  most  powerful ;  and  the 
Athenians,  on  the  approach  of  the  Medes,  determined  to  leave 
their  city,  and  having  broken  up  their  establishments,*  went 
on  board  their  ships,  and  became  a  naval  people.  And  having 
together  repulsed  the  barbarian,  no  long  time  after,  both  those 
Greeks  who  had  revolted  from  the  king,  and  those  who  had 
joined  in  the  war  [against  him],  were  divided  between  the 
Athenians  and  Lacedaemonians.  For  these  states  respectively 
appeared  the  most  powerful ;  for  the  one  was  strong  by  land, 
and  the  other  by  sea.  And  for  a  short  time  the  confederacy 
held  together;  but  afterward  the  Lacedaemonians  and  Athe- 
nians, having  quarreled,  waged  war  against  each  other  with 
their  allies :   and  of  the  rest  of  the  Greeks,  whoever  in  any 

^  i.  e.f  than  the  Athenians. 

2  A  common  force  of  de  after  a  long  parenthesis. 

3  Or,  "  having  removed  their  furniture,"  the  word  meaning  just  the  re- 
verse of  KdraoKevu^ofiai,     Bloomfield  connects  it  with  ig  Tag  vavf. 
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quarter  were  at  variance,  now  betook  themselves  to  these. 
So  that,  from  the  Persian  war  all  the  time  to  this,  making 
peace  at  one  time,  and  at  another  war,  either  with  each  other 
or  with  their  own  revolting  allies,  they  prepared  themselves 
well  in  military  matters,  and  became  more  experienced  from 
going  through  their  training  in  scenes  of  danger.* 

19.  Now  the  Lacedaemonians  did  not  treat'  as  tributaries 
the  allies  whom  they  led,  but  only  took  care  that  they  should 
be  governed  by  an  oligarchy,  in  accordance  with  their  own 
interest ;  whereas  the  Athenians  had  in  course  of  time  taken 
ships  from  the  states  pn  tkeir  league],  except  the  Chians  and 
Lesbians,  and  had  cocMnanded  all  to  pay  a  tribute  in  money. 
And  their  own  separate  resources  for  this  war. were  greater 
than  when  before  they  had  been  in  their  fullest  bloom  with 
their  entire  alliance. 

20.  Such  then  I  found  to  be  the  early  state  of  things, 
though  it  is  difficult  to  trust  every  proof  of  it  in  succession. 
For  men  receive  alike  without  examination  from  each  other 
the  reports  of  past  events,  even  though  they  may  have  hap- 
pened in  their  own  country.  For  instance,  the  mass  of  the 
Athenians  think  that  Hipparchus  was  tyrant  when  he  was 
slain  by  Harmodius  and  Aristogiton ;  and  do  not  know  that 

'  **  Their  field  of  exercise  was  not  the  parade,  but  the  field  of  battle." 
^-Arnold. 

'  The  full  force  of  the  Greek  could  not  I  think  be  expressed  here  (or 
in  the  next  chapter,  rvpawov  ovra  uTzoOaveXv),  without  this  change  of  the 
participle  into  the  verb,  the  original  verb  of  the  sentence  following  in  a 
subordinate  clause.  This  is  by  no  means  an  uncommon  construction, 
and  Kiihner  might  have  added  more  numerous,  and  perhaps  more  appo- 
site examples  to  the  single  one  by  which  he  illustrates  it,  viz.  Soph.  El. 
345,  kXov  ye  6dTep\  rj  ^povelv  /caxcjf,  ^  tcjv  (j>i?i(ov  <^povovaa  fiTj  /ivjjfiTjv 
ix^Lv,  i,  c,  i}  Tcjv  ^ikcdv  fiT^  [ivi^^ijv  ^ovaa  {ei)  <]>povelv.  His  rule  is  as 
follows :  "  Although  the  Greeks  make  great  use  of  the  participle  to  ex- 
press the  accidental  accompaniments  of  an  action,  and  thus  distinguish  it 
from  that  action  itself  yet  this  is  sometimes  reversed ;  the  principle  ac- 
tion is  expressed  in  the  participle  as  a  mere  accompaniment,  while  the 
accompaniment  assumes  the  character  of  the  principal  verb  of  the  sen- 
tence." Gr.  Gr.  Jelf  TOS.  2.  In  Matthise  there  is  not  any  notice  of  the 
construction  that  I  am  aware  of  The  same  participle  Ix^vreg,  is  used  in 
precisely  a  similar  manner,  chap.  144,  rdg  6k  iroXeig  drt  airovofiovc  dtpri' 
aofievj  el  koL  avrovofiovg  ^;\;ovref  taTzetodfieOa  :  **  if  we  treated  them  aa 
independent  when  we  made  the  treaty :"  and  by  Xenophon,  Anab.  I.  8. 
22,  Kal  irdvTeQ  6k  ol  tuv  ^apSdpuv  upxovrec  fieaov  l^xovreg  rd  avruv 
ijyovvro :  **  occupied  the  center — ^when  they  led  them  on." 
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Hippias  held  the  government  as  being  the  eldest  of  the  sons  of 
Pisistratus,  and  Hipparchus  and  Thessalus  were  his  brothers. 
But  Harmodius  and  Aristogiton  having  suspected  that  on  that 
day,  and  at  the  very  moment,  some  information  had  been  given 
to  Hippias  by  their  accomplices,  abstained  from  attacking  him, 
as  being  forewarned ;  but  as  they  wished  before  they  were 
seized  to  do  something  even  at  all  hazards,  having  fallen  in  with 
Hipparchus  near  the  Leocorium,  as  it  is  called,  while  arranging 
the  Panathenaic  procession,  they  slew  him.  And  there  are 
many  other  things  also,  even  at  the  present  day,  and  not  such 
as  are  thrown  into  oblivion  by  time,  of  which  the  rest  of  the 
Greeks  too  have  not  correct  notions ;  as,  that  the  kings  of  the 
Lacedaemonians  do  not  vote  with  one  vote  each,  but  with  two ; 
and  that  they  have  a  Pitaneiisian  Lochus ;  which  never  yet  ex- 
isted. With  so  little  pains  is  the  investigation  of  truth  pursued 
by  w^t  men ;  and  they  rather  turn  to  views  already  formed, 
^i.  I^  however,  from  the  proofe  which  have  been  men- 
tioned any  one  should  suppose  that  things  were,  on  the  whole, 
such  as  I  have  described  them;  instead  of  rather  believing 
what  either  poets  have  sung  of  them,  setting  them  off  in 
terms  of  exaggeration,  or  historians  have  composed,  in  lan- 
guage more  attractive  \  to  the  ear  than  truthfiil,  their  subjects 
admitting  of  no  proofj  and  most  of  them,  through  length  of 
time,'  having  come  to  be  regarded  as  fabulous — and  if  ho 
should  consider  that,  allowing  for  their  antiquity,  they  have 
been  sufficiently  ascertained  from  the  most  certain  data ;  he 
would  not  be  mistaken  in  his  opinion.  And  though  men  al- 
ways think  the  war  of  their  own  times  to  be  the  greatest 
while  they  are  engaged  in  it,  but  when  they  have  ceased  from 
it,  regard  earlier  events  with  more  admiration ;  yet,  to  such  as 
look  at  it  from  the  facts  themselves,  this  war  will  evidently 
appear  to  be  greater  than  those. 

22.  And  as  for  what  they  severally  advanced  in  speaking, 
either  when  about  to  go  to  war,  or  when  already  in  it,  it  was 
hard  to  remember  the  exact  words  of  what  was  said  ;  both  for 
myself  with  regard  to  what  I  heard  in  person,  and  for  those 
who  reported  it  to  me  from  any  other  quarters :  but  as  I  thought 
that  they  would  severally  have  spoken  most  to  the  purpose  on 

*  Literally,  "for  listening  to;"  in  reference  to  the  public  recitation 
which,  in  ancient  times,  was  the  ordinary  mode  of  publishing  works  of 
literature. 

2  Literally,  "  having  won  their  way  to  the  fabulous." 
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^  subjects  from  time  to  time  before  them,  while  I  adhered  as 
closely  as  possible  to  the  general  sense  of  what  was  really  said, 
so  have  I  recorded  it.  But  with  regard  to  the  facts  of  what 
was  done  in  the  war,  I  did  not  presume  to  state  them  on  hear- 
say from  any  chance  informant,  nor  as  I  thought  probable 
myself;  but  those  at  which  I  was  personally  present,  and, 
when  informed  by  others,  only  after  investigating  them  ac- 
curately in  every  particular,  as  far  as  was  possible.  And  it 
was  with  labor  that  they  were  ascertained ;  because  those  who 
were  present  in  the  several  affairs  did  not  give  the  same  ac- 
count of  the  same  things,  but  as  each  was  well  inclined  to 
either  party,  or  remembered  [the  circumstances.]  Now,  for 
hearing  it  recited,  perhaps  the  unfabulous  character  of  my 
work  will  appear  less  agreeable :  but  as  many  as  ^all  wish  to 
see  the  truth  of  what  both  has  happened,  and  will  hereafter 
happen  again,  according  to  human  nature — the  same  or  pretty 
nearly  so— for  such  to  think  it  useful  will  be  sufficient.  And 
it  is  composed  as  a  possession  forever,  rather  than  as  a  prize- 
task  to  listen  to  at  the  present  moment.  ^ 

23.  Now,  of  former  achievements,  the  greatest  that  was  per- 
formed was  the  Median ;  and  yet  that  had  its  decision  quickly, 
in  two  battles  by  sea  and  two  by  land.  But  of  this  war  both 
the  duration  was  very  long,  and  sufferings  befell  Greece  in  the 
course  of  it,  such  of  it  as  were  never  matched  in  the  same  time. 
For  neither  were  so  many  cities  ever  taken  and  laid  desolate, 
some  by  barbarians,  and  some  by  the  parties  themselves  op- 
posed in  the  war ;  (some,  too,  changed  their  inhabitants  when 
taken ;)  nor  was  there  so  much  banishing  of  men  and  blood- 
shed, partiy  in  the  war  itself  and  partly  through  sedition. 
And  things  which  were  before  spoken  of  from  hearsay,  but 
scantily  confirmed  by  fact,  were  rendered  not  incredible ;  both 
about  earthquakes,  which  at  once  extended  over  the  greatest 
part  •of  the  world,  and  most  violent  at  the  same  time,  and 
eclipses  of  the  sun,  which  happened  more  frequentiy  than  was 
on  record  of  former  times ;  and  great  droughts  in  some  parts, 
and  from  them  famines  also ;  and  what  hurt  them  most,  and 
destroyed  a  considerable  part — the  plague.  For  all  these 
things  fell  upon  them  at  once  along  with  this  war :  which  the 
Athenians  and  Peloponnesians  began  by  breaking  the  thirty 
years'  truce  after  the  taking  of  Eubcea.  As  for  the  reason  why 
they  broke  it,  I  have  first  narrated  their  grounds  of  complaint 
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and  their  differences,  that  no  one  might  ever  have  to  inquire 
from  what  origin  so  great  a  war  broke  out  among  the  Greeks. 
For  the  truest  reason,  though  least  brought  forward  in  words, 
I  consider  to  have  been,  that  the  Athenians,  by  becoming 
great,  and  causing  alarm  to  the  Lacedaemonians,  compelled 
them  to  proceed  to  hostilities.  But  the  following  were  the 
grounds  of  complaints  openly  alleged  on  either  side,  from  which 
Siey  br^e^^fiJjaifigj^ajDdset  to  Sie  war. 

24.^15i3^nu8  is  a  ci^"^!tt»te4-eli  the  right  hand  as  you 
sail  into  the  Ionian  Gulf;  bordering  upon  it  are  the  Taulantii, 
a  barbarian  people  of  Illyria.  It  was  planted  by  the  Cor- 
cyraeans,  but  the  leader  of  the  colony  was  one  Phallus,  the 
son  of  Heratoclidas,  a  Corinthian  of  the  lineage  of  Hercules, 
who,*  according  to  the  ancient  custom,  was  invited  for  this 
object  from  the  mother  city.  There  were  also  some  of  the 
Corinthians,  and  of  the  rest  of  the  Doric  nation,  who  joined  in 
the  colony.  In  process  of  time,  the  city  of^Epid^amia  became 
great  and  populous ;  but  having  for  many  years  together,  as  is 
^"^pportod,  betmtom  by  factions  arising  from  a  war  made  upon 
them  by  the  neighboring  barbarians,  they  were  broup^ht  low^ 
^and  dgiaaied  of  the  greatesrpart  of  their  power.  But  the 
"Tast  tEng  wBicli  Had  taken  pTacS^before  this  war  was,  that  the 
conmions  had  driven  out  the  nobles,  who,  having  retired,  were 
plundering  those  in  the  city  both  by  land  and  sea,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  barbarians.  The  Epidanmians  that  were  in  the 
town,  being  hard  pressed,  sent  embassadors  to  Oprcyra,  as 
being  their  mother-city,  praying  the"  Corcyrsea^  not  to  stand 
by  and  see  them  perish,  but  to  reconcile  meir  exiles  to  them, 
and  to  put  an  end  to  the  barbarian  war.  And  this  they  en- 
treated in  the  character  of  suppliants,  sitting  down  in  the 
temple  of  Juno.  But  the  Corey  raeans,  not  admitting  their 
supplication,  sent  them  away  again  without  effect.  25.  So 
the  Epidamnians,  finding  that  there  was  no  relief  for  them 
from  the  Corcyrseans,  were  at  a  loss  how  to  settle  the  present 
affair;  and  sending  to  Delphi,  inquired  of  the  god  whether 
they  should  deliver  up  their  city  to  the  Corinthians,  as  their 
founders,  and  try  to  obtain  some  aid  from  them.  He  answered, 
that  they  should  deliver  it  to  them,  and  make  them  their 
leaders.     So  the  Epidamnians  went  to  Corinth,  and  according 

^  The  conjunction  di^  in  this  and  similar  passages  merely  serves  to  call 
for  the  reader's  attention.  "  In  compliance,  you  must  knoWf  with  the 
ancient  custom." — Arnold. 
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to  the  advice  of  the  oracle,  gave  up  their  city,  declaring  how 
the  first  founder  of  it  was  a  Corinthian,  and  what  answer  the 
oracle  had  given  them;  and  entreated  that  they  would  not 
stand  by  and  see  them  destroyed,  but  help  them.  And  the 
Corinthians  undertooktheirjjgfeT^^^j  both^^^the  ^^ounTof 
''e^fy  (as  thri]±tngTEe^ colony  no  less  their  owlT  thaiT'the 
Cor^yra^atts^,  and  Sdso  ibr  hatred  6?  the  Corcyfseans  ;  because, 
tdthouglTlhey  w^e-jtheir  colony^hey^  slighted  them.  For  they 
neither  gave  *  to  them  the  cusi!omary  privileges  in  their  general 
religious  assemblies,  nor  to  any  individual  Corinthian,*  when 
performing  the  initiatory  rites  of  sacrifice,  as  their  other  colo- 
nies did ;  but  despised  them,  as  they  were  both  equal  in  wealth 
to  the  very  richest  of  the  Greeks  at  that  time,  and  more  power- 
ful in  resources  for  war,  and  sometimes  prided  themselves  on 
being  even  very  far  superior  in  their  fieet;  and  on  the 
ground  of  the  Phoeacians,  who  were  famous  in  naval  matters, 
having  before  lived  in  Corcyra.  And  on  this  account  too  they 
prepared  their  navy  with  the  greater  spirit,  and  were  not  de- 
ficient in  power ;  for  they  had  120  triremes  when  they  began 
the  war.  26.  The  Corinthians  therefore,  having  complaints 
against  them  for  all  these  things,  gladly  proceeded  to  send  the 
aid  to  Epidamnus,  not  only  telling  whosoever  would  to  go  and 
dwell  there,  but  also  sending  a  garrison  of  Ambraciots,  Leu- 
cadians,  and  their  own  citizens ;  which  succors  marched  by 
land  to  Apollonia,  a  colony  of  the  Corinthians,  for  fear  of  the 

'  The  verbs  in  this  and  the  two  following  sentences  are  in  the  original 
participles,  depending  on  napTjfieXow,  to  be  understood  from  the  preced- 
ing sentence.     Literally,  "  for  they  did  so  by  neither  giving,"  etc. 

*''  I  have  followed  the  interpretation  which  Goller  and  Arnold  give  to 
this  disputed  passage,  viz.,  that  the  words  KopLvOlD  dvdpi  depend  upon 
didovTE^  ;  and  that  the  singular  number  is  introduced  with  reference  to 
any  single  Corinthian  who  might  be  present  at  a  sacrifice  in  Corcyra,  and 
ought  therefore,  according  to  the  usual  practice  of  Greek  colonies,  to  be 
selected  for  the  honorable .  office  of  performing  the  introductory  cere- 
monies ;  in  contradistinction  to  the  marks  of  respect  that  should  have  - 
been  shown  to  the  citizens  of  the  mother-country  in  a  more  general  man- 
ner, when  the  colonists  met  them  at  any  of  their  public  festivals.  Bloom- 
field  makes  the  dative  depend  upon  TrpoKaraflxofisvoi,  and  explains  it  as 
signifying  "in  the  person  of"  or  "by  the  agency  of,"  but  does  not  give 
any  instance  of  its  being  so  used  elsewhere.  His  objection  to  (roller's  in- 
terpretation, as  dropping  the  force  of  the  7rp6,  has  no  weight,  as  is  proved 
by  Arnold's  quotation  from  Diodorus,  npoKarapxeadai  ttoXc/zov,  and 
GoUer's  reference  to  the  ambiguous  use  of  the  more  common  form  Kardp- 
Xcadac ;  which  might  have  led  Thucydides  to  prefix  the  Trpo  for  the 
sake  of  clearness.    For  a  later  opinion  on  this  passage,  see  note  p.  540. 
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Corcyraeans,  lest  they  should  be  hindered  by  them  in  their  pass- 
age  by  sea.  The  Corcyrseans,  on  finding  that  the  settlers* 
and  the  garrisons  were  come  to  Epidamnus,  and  that  the  colony 
was  delivered  up  to  the  Corinthians,  were  very  angry;  and 
sailing  immediately  thither  with  twenty-five  ships,  and  after- 
ward with  another  fleet,  commanded  them,  by  way  of  insult, 
both  to  recall  those  whom  they  had  banished  (for  the  exiles 
of  the  I^idamnians  had  come  to  Corcyra,  pointing  out  the 
sepulchers  of  their  ancestors  and  their  kindred  to  them,  on 
the  plea  of  which  they  begged  that  they  would  restore  them), 
and  to  dismiss  the  garrison  sent  thither  by  the  Corinthians 
and  the  settlers.  But  the  Epidamnians  gave  no  ear  to  them. 
Whereupon  the  Corcyraeans  went  against  them  with  forty 
ships,  together  with  the  banished  men,  with  a  view  to  restore 
them ;  taking  with  them  the  Ulyrians  also.  And  sitting  down 
before  the  city,  they  made  proclamation,  that  such  of  the  Epi- 
damnians as  would,  and  all  strangers,  might  depart  safely; 
otherwise  they  would  treat  them  as  enemies.  But  when  they 
did  not  obey  them,  the  Corcyraeans  proceeded  (the  place 
being  an  isthmus)  to  besiege  the  city. 

27.  Now  the  Corinthians,  when  news  was  brought  from 
Epidamnus  of  its  being  besieged,  immediately  began  to  pre- 
pare an  army;  and  at  the  same  time  prepared  a  colony  to 
Epidamnus,  and  that  any  one  who  would  might  go  on.  a  fair 
and  equal  footing ;  and  that  if  any  one  should  not  be  willing 
to  join  the  expedition  immediately,  but  still  wished  to  have 
a  share  in  the  colony,  he  might  stay  behind  on  depositing 
fifty  Corinthian  drachmas.  And  there  were  many  both  that 
went,  and  that  paid  down  the  money.  Moreover,  they  begged 
the  Megareans  to  convoy  them  with  some  ships,  in  case  they 
might  be  stopped  in  their  passage  by  the  Corcyraeans ;  and 
they  prepared  to  sail  with  them  with  eight,  and  the  citizens 
of  Pale,  in  Cephalonia,  with  four.  They  also  begged  the 
Epidaurians,  who  ftunished  five,  the  citizens  of  Hermione 
one,  the  Trsezenians  two,  the  Leucadians  ten,  and  the  Am- 
braciots  eight.  The  Thebans  and  Phliasians  they  asked  for 
money ;  and  the  Eleans  both  for  money  and  empty  ships : 
while  of  the  Corinthians  themselves  there  were  getting  ready 
thirty  ships;  and  three  thousand  heavy  armed. 

^  Properly,  "  the  inhabitants,"  *.  e.,  those  who  were  sent  to  inhabit 
the  town. 
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28.  Now  when  the  Corcyrseans  heard  of  this  preparation, 
they  went  to  Corinth  in  company  with  some  Lacedaemonian 
and  Sicyonian  embassadors,  whom  they  took  with  them,  and 
required  the  Corinthians  to  recall  the  garrison  and  settlers 
that  were  in  Epidamnus,  as  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
place.  But  if  they  laid  any  claim  to  it,  they  were  willing  to 
submit  to  trial  *  in  the  Peloponnesus  before  such  cities  as  they 
should  both  agree  on;  and  to  whichever  of  the  two  parties 
it  should  be  decided  that  the  colony  belonged,  they  should 
retain  it  They  were  willing  also  to  refer  their  cause  to  the 
oracle  of  Delphi.  But  they  told  them  not  to  proceed  to  war ; 
else  they  would  themselves  also,  they  said,  be  forced  by  their 
violence  to  make  very  different  friends  from  those  they  already 
had,  for  the  sake  of  gaining  assistance.  The  Corinthians  an- 
swered th^m,  that  if  they  would  withdraw  their  fleet  and  the 
barbarians  from  before  Epidamnus,  they  would  consult  on  the 
matter ;  but  till  that  was  done,  it  was  not  right  that  the  Epidam- 
nians  should  be  besieged,  while  t?iey  were  appealing  to  justice. 
The  Corcyraeans  replied,  that  if  the  Corinthians  too  would  with- 
draw the  men  they  had  in  Epidamnus,  they  would  do  so ;  or 
they  were  also  content  to  let  the  men  on  both  sides  stay  where 
they  were,  and  to  make  a  treaty  till  the  cause  should  be  decided. 

29.  The  Corinthians  did  not  listen  to  any  of  these  pro- 
posals; but  when  their  ships  were  manned,  and  their  con- 
federates had  come,  having  first  sent  a  herald  to  declare  war 
upon  the  CorcyrsBans,  they  weighed  anchor  with  seventy-five 
ships  and  two  thousand  heavy-armed,  and  set  sail  for  Epidam- 
nus to  wage  war  against  the  Corcyraeans.  Their  fleet  was 
commanded  by  Aristeus  the  son  of  Pellichas,  Callicrates  the 
son  of  Callias,  and  Timanor  the  son  of  Timanthes;  the 
land  forces  by  Archetimus,  the  son  of  Eurytimus,  and  Isar- 
chidas  the  son  of  Isarchus.  After  they  were  come  to  Actiimi 
in  the  territory  of  Anactorium,  where  is  the  temple  of  Apollo, 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Gulf  of  Ambracia,  the  Corcyraeans  sent 
forward  a  herald  to  them  to  forbid  their  sailing  against  them  ; 
and  at  the  same  time  were  manning  their  ships  ;  having  both 

1  "  To  submit  the  quarrel  to  a  fidr  discussion ;"  "  to  offer  satisfaction  by 
negotiation."  "  In  their  disputes  with  one  another  the  several  Greek  states 
acknowledged  one  common  public  law,  like  our  law  of  nations,  to  which 
they  held  themselves  amenable ;  and  before  they  appealed  to  arms,  it  was 
considered  due  to  their  common  blood  and  common  religion,  to  try  to  settle 
their  diflferences  by  a  reference  to  the  principles  of  this  law." — Arnold, 
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iMdergirded  the  old  ones,  so  as  to  make  them  sea-worthy,  and 
equipped  the  rest.  When  the  herald  brought  back  from  the 
Corinthians  no  peaceable  answer,  and  their  ships  were  manned, 
to  the  number  of  eighty  sail  (for  forty  were  besieging  Epidam- 
nus),  they  put  out  against  them,  and  formed  their  line,  and  en- 
gaged them  :  and  the  Corcyrseans  won  a  decided  victory,  and 
destroyed  fifteen  ships  of  the  Corinthians.  It  happened  likewise 
the  same  day,  that  those  too  who  were  besieging  E^idamnus 
reduced  it  to  surrender,  on  condition  that  they  should  sell  the 
strangers,  and  keep  the  Corinthians  in  bonds,  till  something  else 
Bhould  be  determined.  ^  _   ^^ 

30.  After  the  battle,  the  Corcyraeans  having  set  up  a  tropEy 
on  Leucimna,  a  promontory  of  Corcyra,  slew  the  other  pris-, 
oners  they  had  taken,  but  kept  the  Corinthians  in  bonds. 
Subsequently,  when  the  Corinthians  and  their  allies,  after 
being  vanquished  at  sea,  were  gone  home,  the  Corcyraeans  were 
masters  of  the  whole  sea  in  those  parts,  and  sailed  to  Leucas,  a 
Corinthian  colony,  and  wasted  part  of  the  territory ;  and  burned 
Cyllene,  the  arsenal  of  the  Eleans,  because  they  had  ftimished 
both  money  and  shipping  to  the  Corinthians.  And  most  of  the 
time  after  the  battle  tney  were  masters  of  the  sea,  and  continued 
sailing  against  and  ravaging  the  alUes  of  the  Corinthians ;  until,^ 
on  the  return  of  sununer,  the  Corinthians  sent  ships  and  an 
army,  in  consequence  of  the  distress  of  their  allies,  and  formed 
an  encampment  on  Actium,  and  about  Chimerium  in  Thesprotis, 
for  the  protection  of  Leucas  and  such  other  states  as  were  friendly 
to  them.  The  Corcyraeans  also  formed  an  encampment  in  op- 
position to  them,  on  Leucimna,  both  for  their  ships  and  land- 
forces.  And  neither  party  sailed  against  the  other ;  but  remain- 
ing in  opposite  stations  this  summer,  at  the  approach  of  winter 
they  then  each  retired  homeward. 

81.  Now  the  whole  of  the  year  after  the  sea-fight,  and  the 
succeeding  one,  the  Corinthians,  being  indignant  about  the 
war  with  the  Corcyraeans,  were  building  ships,  and  preparing 
with  all  their  might  a  naval  armament,  drawing  together 
rowers  both  from  the  Peloponnese  itself  and  the  rest  of  Greece, 
by  the  inducement  of  the  pay  they  gave.     And  the  Corcy- 

'  The  reading  retained  by  Bekker,  GKiller,  and  others,  irepiovri  tu 
O'pei,  is  supposed  to  signify,  *' during  the  remainder  of  the  summer." 
For  thp  arguments  in  favor  of  each  riding,  see  the  notes  of  Groller,  Ar- 
nold, and  Bloomfield. 
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raeans,  on  hearing  of  their  preparations,  were  alarmed:  an^  be- 

themselves  in  the  league  either  of  the  At-hftnij^jng  or  of  the  Lace- 
daemonians, they  determined  to  gojto  the  Athenians,  and  make 
ntirrmnfl  wUh  f!i<>m^  and  endeavor  to  obtain  some  assistance  from 
them.  ^Ajxi-the  QoiTnthJRpR^onliftftriT)g~thia^  wPTit.  themselvST 
nImMA  At^^"«T  on  an  ^mbf^g^jt^  prevent  the  addition  of  ^e 
AthenjaP  Tiavy  to  thaLofjthe  Corcyrseans  being  an  impediment 
to  thfiir  iJsadndmg^^^ejwar  as  they^wislP^.  *  And'  an  assembly 
having  been  convened,  they  came  to  controversy ;  and  theCor- 
cyrssans  spoke  as  follows : —  •*■•• 

'^iJSJ.  "It  is  but  just,  Athenians,  that  those  who  without  any 
previous  obligation,  either  of  great  benefit  or  alliance,  come 
to  their  neighbors,  as  we  now  do,  to  beg  their  assistance, 
should  convince  them  in  the  first  place,*  if  possible,  that  they 
ask  what  is  even  expedient ;  but  if  not  that,  at  any  rate  what 
is  not  injurious ;  and  in  the  second  place,  that  they  will  also 
retain  a  lasting  sense  of  the  &vor :  and  if  they  estabhsh  none 
of  these  points  clearly,  they  should  not  be  angry  if  they  do 
not  succeed.  But  the  Corcyneans  have  sent  us  with  a  con- 
viction that,  together  with  their  request  for  alliance,  they 
will  show  that  these  points  may  be  relied  on  by  you.  Now 
the  same  poHcy  has  happened'  to  prove  inconsistent  in  your 
eyes,  with  regard  to  our  request,  and  inexpedient,  with  regard 
to  our  own  interest  at  the  present  time.  For  having  never 
yet  in  time  past  voluntarily  become  the  allies  of  any  party, 
we  are  now  come  to  beg  this  of  others ;  and  at  the  same  time 
we  have,  owing  to  it,  been  left  destitute  with  regard  to  the  pres- 
ent war  with  the  Corinthians ;  and  what  before  seemed  our 
prudence,  viz.  not  to  join  in  the  peril  of  our  neighbor's  views 
by  being  in  alliance  with  others,  has  turned  out  now  to  be^ 
evident  folly  and  weakness.  In  Ihe  late  sea-^ght,  indeed,  byl 
ourselves  and  single-handed  we  repulsed  the  C^inthians.l 
But  since  they  have  set  out  against  us  with  a  larger^ce  fromf 

*  This  is  perhaps  the  most  convenient  way  of  rendering  the  phraso 
uuXiara  fiev,  when  used,  as  it  so  often  is,  to  draw  attention  to  what  ap- 
pears the  best  thing  of  aUj  with  el  6^  fiTJ  following  for  the  second  best, 
and  answering  to  ei  dvvarov,  sometimes  expressecj  but  much  more  gen- 
erally implied,  in  the  fcarmer  part  of  the  alternative.  Latin  writers  trans- 
late them  by  *'mazime  quidem"  and  "  sin  minus." 

s  The  participle  6v  is  understood  here,  just  as  6vtqv  Is,  1. 120.  t  Se9 
Jelf  Gr.  Gr.  694,  obs.  1. 
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the  Peloponnese  and  the  rest  of  Greece,  and  we  see  ourselves  nn- 
iible  Ur  cwJUJlKi  Cy  our  own  power  alone ;  and  at  the  same  time 
our  peril  is  great,  if  we  are  subjugated  by  them ;  we  must  beg 
assistance  both  firom  you  and  every  one  else :  and  it  is  pardon- 
able, if  we  venture  on  a  course  contrary  to  our  former  non-inter- 
ference, [which  was  practiced]  not  from  any  evil  intention,  but 
rather  from  an  error  of  judgment. 

33.  "  Now  if  you  are  persuaded  by  us,  the  occurrence  of  our 
request  will  be  honorable  to  you  in  many  respects ;  first,  be- 
cause you  will  be  granting  the  assistance  to  men  who  are  in- 
jured, and  not  injuring  others :  in  the  next  place,  by  receiving 
men  who  have  their  highest  interests  at  stake,  you  would  bestow 
the  obligation  with  testimony  [to  the  fact]*  that  would,  as  for 
as  possible,  be  always  remembered ;  and  [lastly],  we  are  in  pos- 
session of  a  navy  the  largest  except  yours.  And  consider  what 
good  fortune  is  more  rare,  or  what  more  annoying  to  the  enemy, 
than  if  that  power,  the  addition  of  which  to  yours  you  would 
have  valued  above  much  money  and  favor,  come  of  its  own 
accord,  offering  itself  without  dangers  and  expense ;  and  more- 
over affording,  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  at  large,  a  character  for 
goodness,  and  to  those  whom  you  will  assist,  obligation ;  and 
to  yourselves,  strength ;  all  of  which  advantages  together  have 
fallen  to  the  lot  of  few  indeed  in  the  whole  course  of  time : 
and  few  are  there  who,  when  begging  alliance,  go  conferring 
safety  and  honor  on  the  men  whose  aid  they  invoke,  no  less 
than  to  receive  them.  And  as  for  the  war  in  which  we  should 
be  useful,  if  any  of  you  do  not  think  that  it  will  arise,  he  is 
deceived  in  his  opinion ;  and  does  not  observe  that  the  Lace- 
daemonians, through  their  fear  of  you,  are  longing  for  war ; 
and  that  the  Corinthians  have  power  with  them,  and  are  hos- 
tile to  you,  and  are  now  first  subduing  us  with  a  view  to  at- 
tacking you,  that  we  may  not  stand  with  each  other  in  com- 
mon hosting  to  them ;  and  that  they  may  not  fail  to  gain  one 
of  two  advantages,  eitiier  to  injure  us,  or  to  strengthen  them- 
selves. But  it  is  our  business,  on  the  contrary,  to  be  before- 
hand with  them,  by  our  offering  and  your  accepting  the  alli- 

^  i.  e^  ^^  The  fiict  of  their  having  been  preserved  from  such  imminent 
peril  will  be  the  most  enduring  record  of  the  obligation  under  which  you 
have  thereby  laid  them."  GroUer  explains  KaradelaSe  as  being  "  a  meta- 
phor taken  from  laying  up  money  in  a  bank,  that  it  may  be  drawn  out 
afterward  with  interest." 
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ance  ;  and  to  plot  against  them  first,  rather  than  to  meet  their 
plots  against  us. 

34.  "But  should  they  say  that  it  is  not  just  for  you  to  receive 
their  colonists,  let  them  learn  that  every  colony,  if  well  treated, 
honors  its  mother-country;  but  if  wronged,  is  estranged 
from  it ;  for  they  are  not  sent  out  to  be  slaves,  but  to  be  on 
the  same  footing  with  those  who  are  left  at  home.  And  that 
they  wronged  us,  is  evident ;  for  when  challenged^  to  tt  jr^V^*'^ 

^t)\fann    rpappr^.ting    P^piHamrmflj   thftv    r*.hos^    t(^  ^^^Sft^ift   i}w! 

charges  by  war  rather,  thim^  by  equity.  And  let  what  they 
^re  doing  to  us,  th^lT  kinsriiSi,  be  a  warning  to  yoUy  that  you 
may  both  avoid  being  seduced  by  them,  through  any  false 
pretense  ;  and  may  refuse  to  assist  them,  if  they  ask  you  in  a 
straightforward  manner :  for  he  who  incurs  the  fewest  regrets 
from  gratifying  his  enemies  would  continue  in  the  greatest 
safety. 

36.  "But  neither  will  you  break  the  treaty  with  the  Lace- 
daemonians by  receiving  us,  who  are  allies  of  neither  party. 
For  it  is  mentioned  in  it  that  whichever  of  the  Grecian  states 
is  in  alliance  with  no  other,  it  has  permission  to  go  to  which- 
ever side  it  may  please.  And  it  is  hard  if  these  shall  be 
allowed  to  man  their  ships  both  from  the  confederates,  and 
moreover  from  the  rest  of  Greece  also,  and  especially  from 
your  subjects,  while  they  will  exclude  v^  both  from  our  pro- 
posed alliance,  and  from  assistance  from  any  other  quarter; 
and  then  consider  it  an  injustice  if  you  are  persuaded  to 
what  we  request  But  much  greater  fault  shall  we  find  with 
you,  if  we  do  not  persuade  you.  For  us  who  are  in  peril, 
and  not  actuated  by  any  hostile  feeling,  you  will  reject ;  while 
these  men  who  are  thus  actuated,  and  have  made  the  attack, 
you  will  be  so  far  from  restraining  that  you  will  even  overlook 
their  gaining  additional  power  from  your  dominions;  which 
you  should  not  do ;  but  should  either  stop  their  mercenaries 
drawn  from  your  country,  or  send  succor  to  us  also,  in  what- 
ever way  you  may  be  peasuaded ;  but  it  were  best  of  all  to^ 
receive  us  openly,  and  assist  us.  And  many,  as  we  hinted  at  | 
the  beginning,  are  the  advantages  we  hold  forth  to  you ;  but  I 
the  greatest  of  them  is,  that  we  both  have  the  same  enemies'"  j 

»  See  note  on  I.  21.  2. 

2  GKiller  observes  that  we  should  have  expected  ehiv  here,  rather  than 
i(rav ;  but  the  construction  is  confused,  and  the  imperfect  ^aav  is  to  be 
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(which  is  the  surest  bond),  and  those  not  weak,  but  able  to  harm 
such  as  have  stood  aloof  from  them.  A^d  as  it  is  a  naval,  and 
not  a  land  alliance  that  is  offered  to  you,  the  loss  of  it  is  not  the 
same ;  but  it  were  best,  if  possible,*  to  allow  no  one  else  to  pos- 
sess ships ;  but  if  not,  whoever  is  strongest  in  them,  to  have  him 
for  your  friend. 

36.  "And  whoever  thinks  that  these  things  which  we  have 
urged  are  indeed  expedient,  but  is  afraid  that  through  being 
persuaded  by  them  he  would  break  the  treaty ;  let  him  know 
that  his  fear,  being  attended  by  strength,  will  cause  greater 
alarm  to  his  enemies ;  but  that  his  confidence  in  not  having 
received  us,  being  poweriess,  will  be  less  formidable  to  his  foes 
who  are  strong ;  and  also,  that  it  is  not  about  Corcyra  mnrA 
than  about  Athens  too  that  he^is  deliberating;;  ^and  that 
he  ia  nut  pfovidrng  the  best  for  her,  when  for  the  war  that  is 
coming,  and  all  but  here,  he  hesitates,  from  present  consider- 
ations, to  receive  a  country  which  is  made  eiiher  a  friend  or  a 
foe,  with  the  greatest  opportunities  [for  good  or  evil].  For 
it  lies  well  for  the  voyage  along  shore  to  Italy  and  Sicily, 
so  as  both  to  prevent  a  navy  from  coming  thence  to  the  Pelo- 
ponnesians,  and  to  help  on  its  way  a  fleet  from  these  parts  to 
those ;  and  in  other  respects  it  is  most  advantageous.  But  the 
shortest  summary,^  both  for  general  and  particular  statements, 
from  which  you  may  learn  not  to  give  us  up,  is  the  following : 
There  being'  but  three  navies  worth  mentioning  among  the 
Greeks,  yours,  ours,  ana  mat  o^_the  Jporinthians,  If  you  alfew 

referred  to  vizeiizofiev,  rather  than  to  dirodeUvvfiEv.  ""We  say,  what  we 
said  before,  namely,  that  we  had  both  the  same  enemies." — Arnold. 

1  Arnold  says  that  "  the  infinitive  moods  idv  and  ix^iv  depend  upon  a 
verb  understood,  which  is  to  be  borrowed  from  the  preceding  clause :  for 
oiK  dfioia  is  the  same  thing  in  sense  as  ovk  6/iolcjg  ^fi(j>ipei ;  from  whence 
the  verb  ^fji(}>ipei,  is  to  be  tacitly  repeated  with  what  follows."  That 
some  such  impersonal  verb  is  understood  is  very  probable ;  but  is  not 
OVK  dfwia  rather  equivalent  to  oi&/c  6fiolo)c  d^vfKl>op6v  ian  ?  "  Not  merely 
the  same  as  it  would  be  in  the  case  of  a  land  alliance,  but  much  greater." 
Compare  two  expressions  in  I.  143.  3,  4,  kgI  uXka  ovk  dird  rov  iaov 
fieydXa  ixetv — Kal  ovketl  iK  tov  ofiolov  larat  lie'^onowriaov  fiipog  ri 
TfiTjBijvai  Kol  T7)v  *kTTiKTjv  uTTaaav '  K.  r.  A. 

'  This  is  Poppo's  interpretation  of  the  passage,  and  it  is  perhaps  im- 
possible to  express  its  full  meaning  more  literally.  He  considers  toIc 
^vjjLTTaoL  and  iKaarov  as  neuters. 

3  I  have  followed  the  explanation  of  those  who  suppose  the  conjunc- 
tion (5e  to  be  placed  in  the  apodosis  of  the  sentence.  GroUer  and  Poppo 
supply  tare  from  the  preceding  fidOoiTe. 
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twoof  these  to  come  together,  ^d  the  CoguiU^a.Tia  bring  us 
under  their  power  first^ youTwiirnave  to  fight  at  sea  with  both 
XS^^raeans  and  Peloponhesians ;  but  if  you  receive  us  you  will 
beable^  tonlcud  agttluBl  Lheiii  with  the  greater  number  of 
ships  on  your  side."*  Thus  spoke  the  Corcyrseans ;  and  the  Co- 
rinthians after  them  as  follows.  ''" 
>^-^  -^y'V.  "Sitice  these  dorcyr»ans  have  made  their  harangue,  not 
VS\  only  about  receiving  them,  but  also  to  show  that  we  are  acting 
xjunjustly,  and  they  are  unfairly  attacked ;  it  is  necessary  that 
we  too  should  first  touch  on  both  these  points,  and  so  proceed 
to  the  rest  of  our  speech  ;  that  you  may  know  more  certainly 
beforehand  the  ground  of  our  request,  and  may  with  good 
reason  reject  their  petition.  Now  they  say  that  it  was  from 
regard  to  prtuience  that  hitherto  they  accepted  the  alliance  of 
no  party :  whereas  they  adopted  this  practice  for  villainy,  and 
not  for  virtue ;  but  from  wishing  to  have  no  ally  or  witness 
in  their  unjust  deeds,  nor  to  be  put  to  the  blush  by  calling 
him  to  their  aid.  And  their  city  also,  lying  in  a  self-sufi&cient 
position,  makes  them  judges  of  the  injuries  they  inflict  on  any 
one,  rather  than  that  there  should  be  judges  appointed  by 
agreement ;  because,  while  they  very  seldom  sail  from  home 
to  their  neighbors,  they. very  frequently  receive  others,  who  of 
necessity  touch  there,  i  AM  herein  consists  the  specious  shun- 
ning of  confederaoies,  which  they  have  put  forward  ;  not  that 
they  may  avoid  committing  injustice  with  others,  but  that 
they  may  conmutthem  by  themselves ;  and  that  wherever  they 
have  the  power,  they  may  act  with  violence ;  and  where  they 
escape  observation,  they  may  take  unfair  advantage ;  and  if 
in  any  case  they  have  seized  on  something,  they  may  not  be  put 
to  the  blush.  And  yet,  if  they  were,  as  they  say,  honest  men, 
the  more  impregnaBle*they  were  to  their  neighbors,  the  more 
manifestly  might  they  have  shown  their  virtue,  by  giving  and 
taking  what  was  just. 

38.  "But  neither  to  others  nor  to  us  are  they  of  such  a  char- 
acter ;  but  although  our  colonists,  they  have  all  along  revolted 
from  us,  and  are  now  making  war  upon  us ;  saying  that  they 
were  not  sent  out  to  be  ill-treated.  But  we  say  that  neither 
did  we  settle  them  there  to  be  insulted  by  them,  but  to  be 

1  Goller  reads  fjfiETepaig^  making  it  depend  upon  irleioai^  like  iroXku 
in  the  phrase  irol'kCi  irXeioveg^  "  with  more  ships  by  ours" — i  e.,  with  all 
ihe  advantage  in  point  of  number  that  our  ships  would  give  you.  Ar- 
nold thinks  Bekker  right  in  retaining  the  old  reading. 
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tbeir  leaders,  and  to  be  propOTlf  respected  by  tlienu  Our  otber 
colonies,  at  least,  honor  ns,  and  we  are  very  mudi  beloved  by 
our  colonists  f  and  it  is  evident,  that  if  we  are  pleasing  to  the 
greater  part,  we  should  not,  on  a  right  view  of  the  case,  be 
displeasing  to  these  alone ;  nor  do  we  attadc  them  unbecom- 
ingly,^ without  being  also  signally  injured  by  them.  Even  if 
we  were  in  the  wrong,  it  had  been  honorable  for  them  to  have 
yielded  to  our  humor;  but  disgraceful  for  us  to  have  done 
violence  to  their  moderation :  but  through  pride^  and  power 
of  wealth,  they  have  both  acted  wrongly  toward  us  in  many 
other  things,  «id  with  regard  to  Epidamnus,  which  belonged 
to  us,  when  it  was  ill4reated  they  did  not  claim  it ;  but  when 
we  went  to  its  assistance,  they  took  it  by  force,  and  keep  it 

39.  "And  they  say,  forsooth,  that  they  were  b^ore  willing 
to  have  it  judicioudy  decided:  but  with«regard  to  this,  it  is  not 
the  man  who  proposes  it  with  superiority,'  and  in  safety,  that 
should  be  considered  to  say  any  thing ;  but  that  man,  who 
puts  alike  his  actions  and  weirds  on  the  same  foc^ng,'  before 
he  Alters  on  the  stru^e.  But  as  for  these  men,  it  was  not 
before  theybesi^^ed  the  place,  but  when  they  thought  that 
we  should  not  put  up  with  it^  that  they  also  advanced  the 
spedous  plea  of  a  judicial  decision.  And  they  are  come  hither, 
not  only  having  themselves  done  wrong  there,  but  now  re- 
questing you  also  to  join  them,  not  in  alliance,  but  in  injury ; 
and  to  receive  them,  wh^i  they  are  at  variance  with  us.  But 
then  ought  they  to  have  applied  to  you,  when  they  were  most 
secure ;  and  not  at  a  time  when  toe  have  been  injured  and 
they  are  in  peril ;  nor  at  a  time  when  you,  though  you  did 
not  share  their  power  then,  will  now  give  them  a  share  of 
your  aid;  and  though  you  stood  alo<rf  from  their  misdeeds, 
will  incur  equal  blame  from  us;  but  they  ought  long'  ago  to 
have  communicated  their  power  to  you,  and  so  to  have  the 

»  i,  e.,  as  we  shorM  do,  if  wo  were  not  signally  injured  by  them. 
GroUer  takes  the  imaTparevofiev  in  a  more  general  sense,  as  expressing 
the  habitual  policy  of  the  Corinthians.  *'Neque  solemus  bellum  inferro 
mdigno  mi^oris  patriae  modo,  nisi  insigni  injuria  cogimur." 

s  A  secondary  meaning  of  TrpoKaXeladaij  very  common  when  it  is  not 
followed  by  an  accusative  of  the  person  with  eg.  See  IL  T2.  3,  5 ;  '73. 
1;  74.1,  2. 

3  i  e.,  who  does  not  say  one  thing  and  do  another.  Poppo  takes  laov 
In  the  sense  of  "equity:"  "eum,  qui  lactis  pariter  atque  oratione  sequi- 
tatem  retinet" 
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results  also  in  common*  [As,*  however,  you  have  had  no  share 
only  in  the  accusations  brought  against  them,  so  you  should 
not  participate  in  the  consequences  of  their  actions.] 

40.  **That  we  ourselves,  then,  come  with  accusations  on 
proper  grounds,  and  niat  these  are  violent  and  rapacious,  has 
been  proved :  and  that^you  could  not  with  justice  receive  themr 
you  must  now  learn.  For  if  it  is  said  in  the  treaty  that  any 
of  the  states  not  registered  in  it  may  go  to  whichever  side  it 
please,  the  agreement  was  not  meant  for  Uiose  who  go  to  the 
delaiment  of  others ;  but  to  any  one  who,  without  withdraw- 
ing himself  from  another,  is  in  need  of  protecticm ;  and  who 
will  not  cause  war  instead  of  peace  to  those  who  receive  him, 
([as  they  will  not  do*]  if  they  are  wise ;)  which  would  now  be 
your  case,  if  not  persuaded  by  us.  For  you  would  not  only 
become  auxiliaries  to  these,  but  also  enemies  to  us,  instead  of 
being  connected  by  treaty ;  for  if  you  come  with  them,  wo 
must  defend  ourselves  against  them  without  excepting  you* 
And  yet  you  ought,  if  possible,  to  stand  aloof  from  boui  par- 
ties ;  or  if  not  ma^  on  the  contrary,  to  go  with  us  agamst 
them ;  (with  the  Corinthians,  at  any  rate,  you  are  connected 
by  treaty ;  while  with  the  Corcyrseans  you  were  never  yet  so 
much  as  in  truce ;)  and  not  to  establish  the  law,  that  we  should 
receive  those  who  are  revolting  from  otners.  For  neither  did 
ioe,  when  the  Samians  had  revolted,  give  our  vote  against- 
yow,  when  the  rest  of  the  Peloponnesians  were  divided  in 
their  votes,  as  to  whether  they  should  assist  them;  but  wo 
openly  maintained  the  contrary,  that  each  one  should  punish 
his  own  allies.  For  if  you  receive  and  assist  those  who  are 
doing  wrong,  there  will  be  found  no  fewer  of  your  allies  also  < 
who  will  come  over  to  us ;  and  you  will  make  the  law  against 
yourselves,  rather  than  against  us. 

41.  "  These,  then,  are  me  pleas  of  right  which  we  have  to  urge 

1  "  These  words,  which  are  wanting  in  the  text  of  most  of  the  best 
MSS.,  have  been  omitted  by  Bekker,  and  inclosed  in  brackets  by  Qoller. 
Dr.  Bloomfield  defends  them,  except  the  single  word  /lovuVf  which  he 
gives  up  as  unintelligible." — Arnold. 

'  There  is  a  confusion  in  the  expression,  and  the  words  el  ao)(j>povovaL 
have  reallj  nothing  to  do  with  the  sentence  as  it  is  actually  expressed, 
which  is  suggested  as  it  were  parenthetically  to  the  writer's  mind,  but 
which  he  did  not  set  down  in  words ;  if  written  at  length  it  would  run 
thus :  "  The  benefit  of  the  treaty  was  intended  for  such  only  as  should 
not  involve  those  who  received  them  in  war  (as,  if  you  are  wise,  you 
will  take  care  that  these  men  do  not  involve  you)." — Arnold 
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to  you,  sufficiently  strong  accOTdii^  to  the  laws  of  the  Greeks ; 
and  we  have  the  following  advice,  and  daim  on  you  for  favor, 
which,  being  not  enemies  so  as  to  hurt  you,  nor  <m  the  other 
hand,  such  friends  as  to  be  very  intimate  with  you,  we  say  ought 
to  be  repaid  to  us  at  the  present  tkne.  For  once,  wl^n  you  were 
in  want  of  long  ships  m  the  war  with  the  Jl^netans,  before 
that  with  the  Medes,  you  received  from  the  Corinthians 
twenty  ships.  And  this  service,  and  that  with  regard  to  the 
Samians,  namely,  that  it  was  through  us  that  the  Pelopon- 
nesians  did  not  assist  them,  gave  you  the  mastery  of  the  JBgi- 
netans,  and  the  chastisement  of  the  Samians:  and  it  took 
place  in  tiK>se  critical  times  in  which  men,  when  proceeding 
against  their  enemies,  m^  naost  regardless  of  every  thing  be- 
sides victory.*  For  they  esteem  him  a  friend  who  assists 
them,  even  though  he  may  before  have  been  an  enemy ;  and 
him  a  foe  who  opposes  them,  though  he  may  have  happened 
to  be  a  friend ;  nay  they  even  mismanage  their  own  affairs  for 
the  sake  of  their  animosity  at  the  mom^it. 

42*  '^  Thinking  then  of  these  things,  and  each  younger  mim 
having  learned  them  from  some  one  older,  let  him  resolve  to 
requite  us  with  the  like,  and  not  deem  that  tiiiese  things  are 
justly  urged,  but  that  others  are  expedient  in  case  of  his  going 
to  war.  For  expediency  most  attends  that  line  of  conduct  in 
which  one  does  least  wrong.  And  as  lor  t^'  coming  of  the 
war,  frightening  you  wi&  which  the  CorcyrsBans  md  you 
commit  mjustice,  it  Mes  as  yet  in  uncertainty ;  and  it  is  not 
worth  while,  through  being  excited  by  it,  to  incur  a  certain 
enmity  with  the  Corinthians,  immediate,  and  not  coming; 
but  rather  it  were  prudent  to  remove  somewhat  of  our  before 
existing  suspicion  on  account  of  the  Megareans.  For  the  latest 
obligation,  when  well  timed,  even  though  it  may  be  compara- 
tively small,  has  power  to  wipe  out  ar  greater  subject  of  com- 
plaint. And  be  not  induced  by  the  &ct  that  it  is  a  great 
navcLl  alliance  that  they  offer  you.  For  not  to  injure  your 
cqu^s  is  a  power  more  to  be  relied  on,  than,  through  being 
buoyed  up  by  momentary  appearances,  to  gain  an  unfair  advan- 
tage by  a  perilous  course. 

43.  "  We  then,  having  fallen  under  the  rule  which  we  pro- 

1  Or,  "  in  comparison  with  victory." 

8  Beferring  to  these  words  of  the  CorcyraBans,  drav  ic  rdv  fie^Xovra 
Kttl  6<jov  ov  Trapovra  •  TToXe/iov  rd  avrUa  irepioKoiruv  Moid^ri  x^^^^ 
ngoa\apciv*  «.  r.  X     Chap.  36.  1. 
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pQuaded  ouraelres  at  L^cede^Bon,  4hat  every  one  should 
ponisli  his  own  allies,  now  claim  to  receive  the  same  from  you ; 
and  not  that  you,  afiter  heug  benefited  by  our  vote,  should 
harm  us  by  yours.  Mdce  us  then  a  fair  return;  knowing 
that  this  is  that  very  <9risia  in  which  he  that  he^  is  most  a 
friend,  and  he  that  opposes,  a  foe.  And  for  these  Oorcynsans, 
neither  receive  them  as  alhes  in  spite  of  us,  nor  help  them  in 
doing  wrong.  By  thus  acting,  you  will  both  do  what  becomes 
you,  and  advise  the  best  for  yoursdves."  To  this  effect  tl^n 
did  the  Corinthians  also  speak. 

44.  Now  the  Athenians,  after  hearing  both  sides,  when  an 
assembly  had  been'  even  twice  held,  in  the  former  rather 
admitted  the  arguments  of  the  Corinthians ;  bat  in  the  one 
held  tiie  next  day  they  changed  their  minds,  and  detmnined, 
not  indeed  to  make  an  alhance  with  the  Corcyrasans,  so  as  to 
have  the  sanra  enemies  and  friends  (f(»*  if  Ihe  Corcyrseans  had 
deidred  them  to  sail  against  Corinth,  the  treaty  with  the  Pe- 
loponnesians  would  have  been  broken  by  them);  but  they 
made  a  ddenstve  alliance,  to  succor  each  other's  country, 
should  any  one  go  against  Coreyra,  or  Athens,  or  their  allies. 
For  they  thought  that,  even  as  it  was,  they  should  have  the 
war  with  ^e  Peloponnesians ;  and  they  wished  not  to  give 
up  C<»rcyra  to  the  Corinthians,  with  so  large  a  navy  as  it  had, 
but  to  wear  them  out  as  much  as  possible  against  each  other ; 
that  both  the  Corinthians  and  the  rest  wk)  had  navies  might 
be  in  a  weaker  ccmdition  when  they  went  to  war  with  th^n, 
if  it  should  be  necessary  to  do  so.  And  at  the  same  time  the 
island  appeared  to  them  to  He  well  in  ihe  line  of  voyage  along 
shore  to  Italy  and  Sicily. 

46.  With  such  a  view  of  tho  nase^  the  J^^^'^niff*'^  a/^yrit»»^^ 
t]|gCorcyrseans  into  aliiance;  and  when  the  Uonntbians  iiad 
d^afUjQ,  tllQJ!  UUUl  ItiU  ships  to  asdst  them.  The  commanders 
ai  them  were  Lacedsemonins,  the  son  of  Cimon,  Diotimus, 
the  son  of  Strombichus,  and  Proteas,  the  son  of  Epiclees.  They 
charged  them  not  to  engage  with  the  Corinthians,  unless  they 
shomd  sail  i^abist  Coreyra,  and  threaten  to  land,  or  against 
any  of  the  places  belonging  to  them ;  but  in  that  case  to 
prevent  them  to  their  utmost:  and  this  charge  they  gave  them 
with  a  view  to  not  breaking  the  treaty.  So  the  ships  arrive  at 
Coreyra. 

*  The  great  importance  of  the  subject  prevented  their  deciding  in  a 
single  daj. 
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46.  But  the  Corinthians,  vhen  they  had  made  ^tmr  prep 
aratioBa,  set  sail  against  Gorcyra  with  a  hundi^  and  fifty 
i$hips.  There  were  ten  of  the  ^j^eana,  of  the  Megaieans  tweire, 
of  the  Leueadians  ten^  of  the  Ambraciots  seven  and  twenty, 
of  the  Anactorians  one,  and  of  the  Corinlhians  themsehes 
ninety.  In  command  of  these  there  were  different  mmi  for  the 
di£fer^it  forces  according  to  thar  states,  and  of  the  (V 
rinihians,  Xmoclides,  the  son  o£  Enthydes,  with  hat  otiieis. 
And  when,  in  their  coime  from  Leucaa,  they  made  knd  xm 
the  continent  opposite  Ooreyra,  they  came  to  anchor  at  Chi^ 
merium  in  the  territory  of  Thesprotis.  If  is  a  harb(»*,  and  a 
city  named  E^yre  lies  beyond  it,  away  from  the  sea,  in  the 
Elean  district  (^  Thesprotis.  By  it  the  Acherusian  lake  emptiea 
itself  into  the  sea ;  and  into  this  lake  the  river  Acheron,  which 
flows  through  Thesprotis,  empties  itself;  from  which  ako  it 
takes  its  name.  The  rivw  Thyamis  also  flows  there,  bounding 
Thesprotis  and  Oeslrine ;  and  betwe^i  these  rivers  the  promon^ 
tory  of  Ohimerium  rises.  The  Corinthians  then  came  to  anchoT 
at  that  part  of  the  continent,  and  formed  th^r  encampments 

4^.  But  the  Corcyneans,  when  they  perceived  them  sailing 
up,  manned  a  hundred  and  ten  ships,  which  were  commanded 
by  Mimdes,  (Esimides,  and  Eurybates ;  and  encamped  on  one 
of  the  islands  which  are  called  Sybota ;  and  the  ten  Athenian 
shipS' were  with  them.  And  on  the  promontory  of  Leucimna 
was  their  land  force,  and  a  thousand  heavy^-armed  of  this 
,  Zacynthians,  who  had  come  to  their  assistance.  The  Co^ 
rinthians  also  had  on  the  mainland  many  of  the  barbarians,  who 
had  joined  them  to  give  assistance ;  for  the  people  in  that  part 
of  ihQ  continent  have  always"  been  friendly  with  them. 

48.  When  the  preparaticms  of  the  Corinthians  were  made, 
taking  three  days'  provision,  they  put  out  from  Chimerium  by 
night,  with  the  purpose  of  engaging ;  and  in  tl^  morning,  while 
on  their  course,  they  observed  Uie  ships  cf  the  Corcyraeans  out 

^  Bloomfiold,  in  his  new  edition,  has  a  long  note  to  prove  that  it  ought 
to  be  translated  "  there  is  a  harbor,"  instead  of  "  i^is ;"  but  I  can  not  see 
the  force  of  bis  argument;  as  the  quotation  from  Colonel  Leake,  on 
which  he  chiefly  relies,  establishes  no  more  than  what  Arnold  had  al- 
ready observed,  that  in  sect  6,  "  the  point  of  Chimerium  seems  to  be 
distinguished  by  Thucydides  from  the  port  of  Chimerium;"  of  which  he 
clearly  is  speaking  in  this  section. 

»  Literally,  "always  in  former  times;"  like  the  expression  "ever  of  . 
old,**  in  the  Psalms. 
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at  sea,  and  sailing  against  them.  And  when  they  saw  each 
other,  they  drew  up  in  opposite  lines  of  battle.  On  the  right 
wing  of  the  0(M*eyr«ans  were  the  Athenian  ships,  but  the  rest  of 
the  line  they  themselves  occupied,  having  formed  three  squad- 
rons of  their  ships,  which  were  commanded  each  by  one  of  the 
three  generals  In  this  way  did  the  Oorcyraeans  form  their  line. 
On  the  side  of  the  Corinthians,  the  Megarean  and  Ambraciot 
ships  occupied  the  right  wing ;  in  the  center  were  the  rest  of 
the  allies  severally ;  while  the  left  wing  was  occupied  by  the 
Corinthians  themselves  with  their  best  sailing  ships,  exposed  to 
the  Athenians  and  the  right  of  the  Corcyneans. 

49.  As  soon  as  the  signals  on  each  side  were  raised,  they 
closed,  and  fought ;  both  sides  having  many  heavy-armed  on 
the  decks,  and  many  bowmen  and  dartmen ;  as  they  were  still 
rudely  equipped  in  the  old  fashion.  And  the  battle  was  well 
contested ;  not  so  much  in  point  of  skill,  but  more  like  a  land 
fight.  For  whenever  they  happened  to  run  on  board  one  an- 
other, they  did  not  easily  get  clear  again,  owing  to  the  num- 
bers and  confusion  of  the  ships ;  and  because  they  trusted  for 
victory  in  a  greater  measure,  to  the  hea^y-armed  on  deck, 
who  set  to  and  fought,  while  the  ships  remained  stationary. 
There  was  no  breaking  through  the  line,  but  they  fought  with 
fierceness  and  strength,  more  than  with  science.  On  all  sides 
then  there  was  much  confusion,  and  the  battle  was  a  disor- 
derly one ;  and  during  it  the  Athenian  vessels  coming  up  to 
the  CorcjTSBans,  if  they  were  pressed  at  any  point,  struck  fear 
into  the  enemy,  but  did  not  begin  fighting,  as  the  commanders 
were  afraid  of  the  charge  given  by  the  Athenians.  It  was 
the  right  wing  of  the  Corinthians  wnich  was  most  distressed ; 
for  the  Corcyraeans  with  twenty  ships  having  routed  and  pur- 
sued them  m  a  scattered  condition  to  the  cotinent,  sailed  up 
to  their  encampment,  and  having  made  a  descent  upon  them, 
burnt  the  deserted  tents,  and  plundered  their  goods.  On  that 
side  then  the  Corinthians  and  their  allies  were  worsted,  and 
the  Corcyrseans  were  victorious:  but  where  the  Corinthians 
themselves  were,  on  the  left,  they  had  a  decided  victory ;  as 

*  Bloomfield  says  that  "  KaraaruvTec  denotes  maintamin^  the  *pugna 
stataria,'  fighting  hand  to  hand."  Such  a  meaning  may  perhaps  be  in- 
ferred from  the  following  words,  rfovxa^ovaup  rCtv  vedv ;  but  I  think 
nothing  more  is  intended  than  might  be  otherwise  expressed  by  i^  udxvv 
KariaTrfffav,  Compare  the  expression  KaraaruvTei  inoMfiovv,  II.  1 ; 
and  V.  4,  6. 
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twenty  ships  of  the  Oorejraoana,  frcMn  a  number  [originidly] 
smaller,  had  not  returned  from  the  pursuit  But  the  Athenians, 
seeing  the  Corcyneans  hard  pressed,  assisted  them  now  more 
unequivocally ;  though  at  first  they  refrained  fr<Hn  charging  any 
vessel ;  but  when  the  rout  had  clearly  taken  place,  and  the  , 
Oorinthittis  were  lying  close  on  them,  wen  indeed  every  one  at 
length  set  to  work,  and  there  was  no  longer  any  distinction, 
but  it  had  come  to  such  ui^ei^  necessity,  that  the  0<mnthians 
and  Athenians  attacked  each  other. 

50.  Now  when  the  rout  had  taken  place,  the  Corinthians  did 
not  take  in  tow  and  haul  off  the  hulls  of  the  vessels  which  they 
might  happen  to  have  sunk,^  but  turned  ^eir  attention  to  the 
men,  sailing  throughout  to  Imteher,  rather  than  to  make  prison- 
ers ;  and  some  ci  their  own  friends,  not  being  aware  that  those 
in  the  right  wing  had  been  worsted,  ihej  unwittingly  killed. 
For  as  both  fleets  were  numerous,  and  extended  over  a  wide 
space  of  the  sea ;  when  they  closed  with  each  other,  they  did 
not  easily  dii^nguish,  who  were  conquering,  or  being  con- 
quered ;  for  this  ei^agement,  hr  one  of  Greeks  against 
^eeks,  was  greater  in  the  number  of  vessels  than  any  oi 
those  before  it.  After  the  Corinthians  had  pursued  the  Cor^ 
cyrseans  to  land,  they  tsimed  their  attention  to  the  wrecks, 
and  their  own  dead,  and  got  possesion  of  most  of  them,  so  as 
to  take  them  to  Sybota,  where  their  land  force  composed  of 
the  barbarians  had  come  to  their  assistance.  Now  Sybota  is  a 
desert  port  of  Thesprotis.  Having  done  this,  they  mustered 
again,  and  sailed  against  the  Corcyraeans,  who  with  their  sea- 
worthy ships,  and  such  as  were  left,'  ii^  conjunction  with  those 
of  the  Athenians,  on  their  side  also  sailed  out  to  meet  th^n, 
fearing  lest  they  should  attempt  to  land  on  their  territory.  It 
was  now  late,  and  ike  P»an  had  been  sung  by  them  for  the 
advance,  when  the  Corinthians  suddenly  began  to  row  stem- 
ward,  on  observing  twenty  ships  of  the  Athenians  sailing  up ; 

*  "KaraSvetv  vavv  does  not  mean  to  sink  a  ship  to  the  bottom,  hut  to 
make  her  water-logged,  so  that  she  was  useless,  although  she  did  not 
absolutely  go  down.  The  Greek  triremes  were  so  light  and  so  shallow 
that  they  would  float  in  a  manner  under  water,  or  rather  with  parts  of 
the  vessel  still  out  of  water,  on  which  the  crew  used  to  take  refuge." — 
Arnold. 

*  "Probabilis  est  opinio  Popponis,  rd^  loiird^  intelligi  decem  illaa 
naves,  quss  ex  120  navihus  Corcyrseorum  superahant ;  nam  pugnam  in- 
gress! erant  cum  navihus  110  (vid.  cap.  4*7. 1)  habebant  autem  universas 
120.    Vid.  cap.  25.  5.— (?c3fer. 
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which  the  Adienians  had  eent  after  the  ten  to  help  them ; 
fearing  (as  was  the  xsase),  that  the  Gorcyrseans  might  be  <x)i^ 
quered,  and  their  own  ten  ships  be^  too  few  to  aid  them. 

51.  These,  then,  the  Oorintluans  having  first  seen,  and  sub- 
peicting  that  they  were  firom  Athens,  [and  were]  not  merely  as 
many  as  they  saw,  but  mo^  b^an  to  retreat  But  by  the 
Ck>rq7TaBana  tlwy  were  not  seen  (for  they  were  advancitig  more 
out  of  their  Tiew),  and  they  wondered  at-  the  Corinthians  row^ 
ing  astern,  till  some  saw  them  and  said,  ^  There  are  ships 
yonder  sailing  toward  us«"  Then.ik^  also  withdrew;  for  it 
was  now  growing  dark,  and  the  Cmo^ians  by  turning  bia(^ 
had  occasioned  the  suspension  of  hostilities.  In  this  way  they 
parted  from  each  other,  and  the  battle  leased  at  night  And 
when  the  GoreyrsBSBs  were  encamped  on  Leucimna,  these 
twenty  ships  frmn  Athens,  which  were  commanded  l^  Glauco, 
the  son  of  Leager,  and  Andocides,  the  son  of  Leogoras,  com- 
ing on  ihrou^  the^  dead  bodies  aiul  the  wrecks,  sailed  up  to 
the  camp  not  long  after  they  had  been  descried.  Now  the 
Oorcyraeans  (it  being  night)  were  afraid  they  might  be  ene- 
mies ;  but  afterward  tl^y  recognized  them,  afid  &ey  came  to 
anchor. 

,  52.  The  n^t  day  the  thirty  Athenian  ships,  and  as  many 
of  the  Corcyraean  as  w^  sea-worthy,  put  out  and  smled 
to  the  harbor  at  Sybota,  in  which  the  Corinthians  were  an- 
chored, wishing  to  know  whether  they  would  fengage.  But 
they,  having  put  out  with  their  ships  from  the  land,  and 
formed  them  in  line  at  sea,  remained  quiet ;  not  intending 
voluntarily  to  begin  a  battle,  since  they  saw  that  fr'esh  ships 
from  Athens  had  joined  them ;  and  that  they  themselves  were 
involved  in  many  difficulties,  with  regard  to  the  safe  kfeeping 
of  the  prisoners  they  had  on  board,  and  because  there  were  no 
means  of  refitting  their  i^ips  in  so  deserted  a  place.  Nay,  they 
were  thinking  of  their  voyage  home,  how  they  should  return ; 
being  afraid  that  the  Athenians  might  consider  the  treaty  to 
have  been  broken,  because  they  had  come  to  blows,  and  not 
allow  them  to  sail  away. 

63.  They  determined  therefore  to  put  some  men  on  board 
a  skijQT  and  send  them  without  a  herald's  wand  to  the  Athe- 
nians, and  make   an  experiment     And  having  sent  them, 

'  Arnold  compares  IL  61.  raTreiv^  vfii^v  if  diavoia  tyxaprepe^v '%  iyvore ' 
and  Herodotus  VI.  109.  dXlyovg  yap  elvai  arparey  ry  M^(io>i>  avuBakieiv. 
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they  spohe  as  follows :  ^^  Ydu  do  wrong*,  Athenians,  in  he- 
ginning  war,  and  hreak^g^  treaty :  for  while  we  are  avenging 
ourselves  on  our  enemies,  you  stand  in  our  way,  and  raise 
arms  against  us.  Now  if  your  purpose  is  to  stop  our  sail- 
ing to  Corcyra,  or  wherever  else  we  wish,  and  if  vou  mean 
to  break  the  treaty,^  then  seize  us  here  in  the  first  place, 
and  trsat  \m  as  enisles.''  liiey  moke  to  this  effect,  and 
all  the  army  of  t^e  Oorcyneans  that  heard  them  imme- 
diately cried  out,  "  Seize  them  and  put  them  to  death  P  But 
the  Athenians  answered  as  follows:  "We  are  neither  com- 
mencing war,  Pel<^nnesians,  nor  breaking  the  treaty;  but 
we  have  come  to  assist  the  Oorcyneans  here,  who  are  our 
allies^  If  therefore  you  wish  to  sail  any  where  else,  we  do  not 
stc^  you ;  but  if  you  sail  against  Corcyra,  or  to  any  of  the 
places  belonging  to  them,  we  shall,  to  the  best  of  our  power, 
not  permit  it" 

54.  The  Athenians  having  made  this  reply,  the  Cormthians 
began  to  prepare  for  their  voyage  hcmieward,  and  erected  a 
trophy  at  Sybota  on  Hke  continent :  while  the  Corcyraans  took 
up  the  wrecks  and  dead  bodies  which  had  been  carried  to  them 
by  the  current  and  the  wind,  which  had  risen  in  the  night, 
and  scattered  th^u  in  all  directions;  and  erected  a  counter- 
trophy  at  Sybota  on  the  island,  considering  that  they  had  been 
victorious.  It  was  on  the  following  view  of  the  case  that  each 
side  claimed  the  victory. — ^The  Corinthians  erected  a  trophy, 
as  having  had  the  advantage  in  the  battle  imtil  night,  so  that 
they  got  possession  of  most  wrecks  and  dead  bodies ;  as  having 
no  less  than  a  thousand  prisoners ;  and  as  having  sunk  more 
liian  seventy  ships.  The  Corcyraeans  erected  a  trophy  for  there 
reasons ; — ^because  they  had  destroyed  about  thiriy  ships ;  and 
after  the  Athenians  were  eome,  had  taken  up  the  wrecks 
and  dead  on  their  s^% ;  and  because  the  Corinmians  the  day 
before  had  rowed  stemward  and  retreated  from  tii^n,  on  see- 
ing the  Athenian  ships ;  and  after  they  were  come,'  did  not 
sail  out  from  Sybota  to  oppose  them.  Thus  each  side  claimed 
to  be  victorious. 

^  Xvere  is  the  present  tense  with  a  kind  of  fhture  signification,  as  it 
often  has.,   "  If  you  are  for  breaking,"  etc. 

*  Arnold  repeats  the  ol  'Adrfvaioi  with  ^X^ov,  and  refers  to  chap.  52. 2, 
which,  he  thinks,  "  decides  that  the  words  are  rightly  inserted,  and  that 
the  Athenians  are  the  real  suliject  of  the  verb  il%Bov»"  Poppo  puts  the 
words  in  brackets,  and  Goller  omits  them  altogether. 

2* 
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55.  As  the  Gorinihiaiia  were  sailing  away  homewaixl,  they 
took  by  treachery  Anactotium,  which  is  dtuated  at  the  mouth 
of  the  AmbraciaQ  Gulf,  and  was  possessed  in  common  by  the 
Corcyraeans  and  them ;  and  after  establishing  in  it  a  Corinthian 
popidation  [only]/  they  retired  homew^d ;  and  of  the  Coroy- 
rsBans,  ei^t  hundred  who  were  slares  th^  sold,  but  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  they  kept  in  custody,  and  treated  with  great  atten- 
tion, that  on  their  return  they  might  win  over  Oorcyra  to  them. 
For  most  of  them  happened  to  be  the  first  men  of  the  city  in 
power.  Corcyra  then  in  this  way  outlived  the  war*  with  the 
Corinthians ;  and  the  ships  of  the  Athenians  returned  from  it 
This  was  the  first  ground  the  Corinthians  had  for  their  war 
against  the  Athenians,  namely,  that  in  time  of  peace  they  had 
fought  with  them  by  sea  in  conjunction  with  the  Corc3n:«eans. 

56.  Immediately  a&er  this  the  following  dis^reements  arose 
between  the  Athenians  and  Peloponnesians,  to  lead  them  to 
war.  "While  the  Corinthians  were  contriving  how  to  avenge 
themselves  on  them,  the  Athenians,  suspecting  their  hostility,' 
ordered  the  Potidseans,  who  live  on  ^e  isthmus  of  Pallene, 
being  colonists  of  the  Corinthians,  but  their  own  subjects  and 
tributaries,  to  throw  down  the  wall  toward  Pallene,  and  give 
hostages ;  and  to  dismiss,  and  not  receive  in  future,  the  magis- 
trates whom  the  Corinthians  used  to  send  every  year ;  bemg 
afraid  that  they  might  revolt  at  the  instigation  of  Perdiccas 
and  the  Corinthians,  and  lead  Hiq  rest  of  their  allies  Thrace- 
ward*  to  revolt  with  them. 

6*7.  These  precautionary  measures  with  r^ard  to  the  Po- 
tidaeans  the  Athenians  b^^an  to  adopt  immediately  after  the 
sea-fight  at  Corcyra.  For  the  Corinthians  were  now  <^nly 
at  variance  with  them ;  and  Perdiccas  the  eoa  of  Alexander, 
king  of  the  Macedonians,  had  been  made  ^eir  enemy,  though 
he  was  b^ore  an  ally  and  a  friend.    He  became  such,  be- 

.  ^  i  e.,  to  theezdusioQ  of  the  CorcyTBdssim,  who  had  before  had  joint 
nossession  of  the  town  with  them. 
.  '  Or,  as  Goller  interprets  it,  "had  the  b'etter  of  the  war." 

•  "  The  term  Ajy/ziovpyo/,  or  Aafnovpyoi,  was  a  title  applied  to  the  chief 
magistrates  of  the  Peloponnesians,  expressive  of  their  doing  *  the  service 
of  the  people/  Asdepiades,  as  quoted  by  the  Scholiast,  considers  the 
preposition  e-rrl  superfluous.  GMiller  understands  it  to  expre?^  an  ctddi- 
iionai  or  eocira  magistrate,  sent  by  the  mother  country  to  act  as  a  col- 
league to  the  demiurgi  appointed  by  the  colonists  themselves." — Arnold. 

*  "  A  general  term  applied  to  the  Greek  states  which  lined  the  north- 
tm  coast  of  the  .^gean  from  Thessaly  to  the  Hellespont"— ^nio/d 
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cause  the  Athenians  had  made  an  i^iance  with  his  brother 
Philip  and  Derdas^  when  acting  together  against  him.  And 
being  alarmed,  he  both  sent  to  Laoedaemon,  and  tried  to  con- 
trive that  they  might  be  involved  in  war  with  the  Peloponne- 
sians,  and  endeavored  to  win  over  the  Corinthians,  with  a 
view  to  Potidsea's  revoLting ;  and  made  proposals  also  to  the 
Thraceward  ChalcMlians  and  the  Botdseans  toioin  in  the  re- 
volt, thinking  that  if  he  had  in  alliance  with  him  these  places 
on  his  borders,  he  should  more  eanlj  cany  on  the  war  in  con- 
junction  with  them.  The  Atlramuis  perceiving  Uiese  things, 
and  wishing  to  anticipate  the  revolt  c^  the  cities,  as  they  hap- 
pened to  be  sending  out  thirty  ships  and  a  thousand  neavy- 
armed  against  his  country,  vfith  Archestratus,  the  scm  of  Ly- 
comades,  as  general  with  ten  others,  gave  orders  to  the 
commanders  of  the  fleet  *to  take  hostages  ci  the  Potidaeans,  and 
throw  down  the  wall,  and  keep  a  watchful  eye  over  the  neigh- 
boring cities,  to  prevent  their  revolting. 

58.  Now  the  PotidsBans  srait  embassadors  to  the  Athenians, 
to  try  if  by  any  means  they  might  persuade  them  to  adopt  no  new 
measures  against  them ;  and  went  also  to  Lacedaemon  in  compa- 
ny with  the  Corinthians,  to  provide  themselves  with  asi^tance, 
dbould  it  be  necessary ;  and  when,  after  long  negotiating,  they 
obtained  no  favorable  answer  trom  the  Athenians,  but  the 
ships  ecHnmissioned  against  Macedonia  were  sailing  just  as 
much  against  them ;  and  when  ^e  authorities  at  Lacedaemon 
promised  them,  that  should  the  Athenians  go  against  Potidaea, 
they  would  make  an  incursion  into  Attica ;  then  indeed,  at 
that  fovorable  moment,  they  revoked  with  the  Chalcidians 
and  Bottiseans,  having  entered  into  a  league  together.  And 
Perdiccas  persuaded  the  Chalcidians  to  abandon  and  throw 
down  their  cities  on  &e  sea,  and  remove  inland  to  Olynthus 
and  make  that  one  city  a  jdaoe  of  strength  for  themselves. 
And  to  those  who  abandoned  them  he  gave  a  part  of  his  own 
territory  in  Mygdonia,  round  lake  Bolbe,  to  enjoy  as  long  as 
the  war  with  flie  Athenians  lasted.  And  so,  throwing  down 
their  cities,  they  removed  inland,  and  prepared  for  war. 
.  59.  The  thirty  ships  of  the  Athenians  arrived  at  the  Thrace- 
ward towns,  and  foimd  Potidsea  and  the  rest  in  revolt :  and  the 
generals  thinking  it  impossible  with  their  present  force  to  carry 
on  war  both  with  Philip  and  the  revolted  towns,  turned  their 
attention  to  Macedonia,  the  object  for  which  th^y  were  €rBt. 
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sent  out ;  and  Imying  eslal^hed  tliemselvw  there,'  carried  on 
the  war  in  conjuneticoi  with  Philip.  «nd  the  l»*otiiers  of  Derdas, 
who  had  ii^vaded  the  country  with  an  army  from  the  interior. 

60.  And  at  this  time,  when  Potidaea  had  revolted  and  the 
Athenian  ships  were  cruising  about  Macedonia,  the  Corinthi- 
ans, being  alarmed  for  the  place,  and  considering  the  danger 
to  ^[ect  themselves,  sent  volunteers  of  th^  own  pe<^le  and 
mercenaries  of  the  rest  of  Ae  Peloponnesians^  sixteen  hun- 
dred heavy-armed  in  all  and  four  hundred  light-armed.  Their 
general  was.  Aristeus,  the  saa  of  Adimantus;  and  it  was 
from  friendship  for  him  e^wcially  that  most  of  the  soldiers 
from  Corinth  joined  the  expedition  as  volunteers ;  for  he  was 
always  £Eivorably  disposed  toward  the  Potidiean^.  And  they 
arrived  in  Thrace  the  fortieth  day  after  Potidasa  had  revolted^ 

61.  To  the  Athenians  too  came  immediately  the  tidings  of 
the  cities  having  revolted;  and  when,  they  found  that  the 
forces  with  Aristeus  had  gone  there  besides,  they  sent  two 
thousand  heavy-armed  of  tiieir  own  men  and  forty  ships  to 
the  revolted  towns,  with  CaUias^  the  son  of  Calliades,  as 
general  with  four  others ;  who,  on  arriving  in  Macedonia  first, 
found  thai  the  former  thousand  had  just  taken  Therme,  and 
were  besieging  Pydna.  So  they  also  sat  down  before  Pydna, 
and  besieged  it;  but  afterward,  having  made  terms  and  a 
compulsory  alliance'  with  Pwdiccas,  as  they  were  hurried  on 
by  Potidaea  and  the  arrival  of  Aristeus  there,  they  withdrew 
from  Macedonia;  and  having  gone  to  Bersea,  and  thence 
turned  again  [to  the  coast]  (after  first  attempting  the  place 
without  taking  it),  they  continued  their  march  by  land  to 
Potidaea,  with  three  thousand  heavy-armed  of  their  own, 
and  many  of  the  allies  besides,  and  six  hundred  horse  of  the 
Macedonians  with  Philip  and  Pausanias.  At  the  same  time 
seventy  ships  were  sailing  in  a  line  with  them.  And  ad* 
vancing  by  sh<»rt  marches,  they  arrived  at  Gigonus,  and  pitched 
their  camp. 

62.  Now  the  PotidsBans  and  ^e  Peloponnesians  vrith  Aris- 
teus, in  expectation  of  the  Athenians,  were  encamped  toward 

>  I  c,  "  Quum  eo  venissent,  castra  posuisaent" — BaueTj  as  quoted  by 
GoUer,  Or  it  may  mean  no  more  than  *'  having  set  to,"  as  in  the  passages 
quoted  in  the  note  on  chap.  49.  3. 

2  i  e.,  "  which  they  only  made  because  they  could  not  help  it."  Com- 
pare n.  TO.  1,  ^pijaeuc  ^^P*  dvayicaiact  "  Food  which  none  but  a  starv- 
ing man  would  eat." — Arnold. 
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Olynthus^  ou  the  isthmus,  and  had  established  their  mai^et 
outside^  city.  As  g^ieral  of  all  the  inluitiy  the  allies  had 
chosen  Aristeus ;  of  ihe  eavahy,  Perdioeas ;  for  he  had  broken 
terms  again  immediately  with  the  Athenians,  and  was  in  alli- 
ance with  the  Potidaeans,  having  a|^inted  lolans  to  repre- 
sent him  as  commander.  The  plan  of  Aristeus  was  to  keep 
his  own  force^  on  the  isthmus,  and  watch  the  Athenians,  in 
case  of  th^r  coming  against  them ;  while  the  Chalcidians,  and 
the  allies  beycmd  Vi&  isthmus,  and  the  two  hundred  carahy 
with  Perdiccas,  should  remain  at  Olynthus;  and  when  the 
Athenians  advanced  against  his  £»roe,  they  should  come  up  in 
tiieir  rear  to  assist  him,  and  inclose  i^e  enemy  between  them. 
But  on  liie  other  hand,  Callias,  the  general  c^  the  Athenians, 
and  his  fellow-commimda^  dispatch  the  cavalry  of  the  Ma- 
cedonians and  a  few  of  the  allies  toward  Olynthus,  to  prevent 
the  troops  there  from  giving  any  assistance  ;  while  they  them^ 
selves  broke  up  their  camp,  and  proceeded  to  PotidsBa.  And 
when  they  were  at  the  isthmus,  and  saw  the  enemy  preparing 
for  battle,  the^  also  took  an  opposite  position;  and  not  long 
after  they  began  the  engagemei^  And  just  the  wing  ot 
Aristeus,  and  such  picked  troops  of  the  Corinthians  and  the 
rest  as  were  around  him,  routed  the  wing  opposed  to  them, 
and  advanced  in  pursuit  a  considerate  distance;  but  the  re- 
maining force  of  the  Potidaeans  and  Peloponnesians  was  beaten 
by  the  Athenians,  and  fled  within  the  wall  for  refuge. 

63.  When  Aristeus  wa»  returning  ^om  the  pursuit,  seeing 
the  rest  of  the  army  conquered,  he  was  at  a  loss  which  place 
he  should  risk  going  to,  whether  toward  Olynthus,  or  to 
PotidsBa.  He  determined,  however,  to  draw  his  men  into  as 
small  a  space  as  possible,  and  at  a  running  pace  force  his  way 
into  Potidaea :  and  he  pa£»ed  along  the  breakwater  through  the 
sea,  annoyed  by  missiles  [from  the  Athenian  ships],  and  with 
difficulty ;  having  lost  a  few  men,  but  saved  the  rest.  Now 
the  auxiliaries  of  the  Potidaeans  from  Olynthus  (the  town  is 
about  sixty  stades  off,  and  within  sight^  when  the  battle  was 
beginning,  and  the  signals  had  been  noisted,  advanced  a  short 
distance  to  give  succor,  and  the  Macedonian  horse  drew  up 
against  them  to  prevent  it;  but  when  the  victory  soon  de- 
clared  for   the  Athenians,  and  the  signals  had  been   taken 

'  ixovTi,]  Constructio  ad  aensum  fkctA :  nam  verbonim  tov  *kpiaTe*-H 
rpufjiTf  Tiv  idem  sensus,  ac  si  dixisset  n^  ^Apiarel  ido^e.'—Golier* 
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down,  tbey  retired  agiun  within  the  wall,  and  die  Macedoni* 
ans  to  the  Ath^ians.  So  neither  side  had  any  cavalry  pres- 
ent [in  the  engagement].  After  the  battle  the  Athenians 
erected  a  trophy,  and  gave  back  their  dead  to  the  Potidaeans 
under  truce.  There  were  killed  of  the  Potidaeans  and  their 
allies  a  little  less  than  three  hundred,  and  of  the  Athenians 
themselves  one  hundred  and  fifty,  and  Callias  their  general. 

64.  Now  against  the  wall  on*  the  side  of  the  isthmus  the 
Athenians  inmiediately  raised  works,  and  m^med  them.  But 
that  toward  Pallene  had  no  works  raised  against  it ;  for  they 
did  not  think  themselves  strong  enough  both  to  keep  a  garrison 
on  the  isthmus,  and  to  cross  over  the  Pallene  and  raise  works 
there;  fearing  that  the  Potidaeans  and  their  allies  might  at^ 
tack  them  when  divided.  And  the  Athenians  in  the  city, 
heariDg  that  Pallene  had  no  works  on  it,  some  time  after 
send  sixteen  hundred  heavy-armed  of  their  own,  and  Phor- 
mio,  the  son  of  Asopius,  as  general ;  who  reached  Pallene^ 
and  setting  out  from  Aphytis,'  led  his  army  to  Potidaea, 
advancing  by  short  marches,  and  ravaging  the  country  at  the 
same  time :  and  when  no  one  came  out  to  offer  him  battle,  he 
threw  up  works  against  the  wall  on  the  side  of  Pallene.  And 
thus  PotidaBa  was  now  besieged  with  all  their  power,  on  both 
sides,  and  from  the  sea  at  the  same  time  by  ships  that  were 
blockading  it. 

65.  Now  Aristeus,  when  it  was  surrounded  with  works, 
and  he  had  no  hope  of  its  escape,  unless  some  movement 
from  the  Peloponnese,  or  something  else  beyond  their  calcula- 
tions should  occur,  adviced  all,  except  five  hundred,  to  watch 
for  a  wind  and  sail  out  of  it,  that  their  provisions  might  hold 
out  the  longer ;  and  he  was  willing  himself  to  be  one  of  those 
who  remained.  But  when  he  did  not  persuade  them,  from  a 
wish  to  provide  what  was  the  next  best  thing  to  be  done,  and 
in  order  that  affairs  out  of  the  place  might  proceed  in  the 
best  way  possible,  he  sailed  out,  without  being  observed  by 

'  Literally,  "having  walked  of,"  i,  g.,  cut  off  by  a  transverse  wall 
from  communication  with  the  country.  The  absence  of  any  such  wall 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  city  is  afterward  expressed  by  t^v  Tia'X'kTivriv 
dreixtaTov  oiaav. 

'  I  do  not  think  that  more  is  meant  by  opfiufievog  in  this  passage  than 
that  he  set  out  by  land  from  Aphytis,  having  come  with  his  ships  to  that 
place,  as  being  the  most  convenient  for  his  plan  of  advancing  to  Potidsea 
through  Pallia 
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the  guard-ships  of  the  Athenians.  And  r^naining  among 
the  Chaloidians,  he  joined  in  the  other  nieasures  of  the  war ; 
and  laid  an  ambuscade  near  the  city  of  the  Sermylians,  and 
cut  off  many  of  them ;  and  sending  to  the  Peloponnese/  en- 
deavored to  contrive  a  way  in  which  some  assistance  might 
be  brought  After  the  works  round  Potidasa  were  finished, 
Phormio  with  his  sixteen  hundred  men  proceeded  to  ravage 
Chalcidice  and  Bottice,  and  took  some  of  the  towns  also. 

66.  The  Ath^ans  then  and  Peloponnesians  had  had 
these  previous  grounds  of  complaint  against  each  other;  the 
Corinthians,  because  Potidsa,  which  was  a  colony  of  their 
own,  and  men  of  Corinth  and  from  the  Peloponnese  in  it, 
were  being  besieged;  the  Athenians  against  the  Peloponne- 
sians, becfrase  they  had  caused  the  revolt  of  a  city  which  was 
their  ally  and  tributary,  and  had  come  and  <^nly  fought 
with  them  in  conjundion  with  the  Potidseans.  The  war 
however  had  not  yet  positively  broken  out,  but  at  present 
there  was  a  suspension  of  hostilities;  for  the  Corinthians  had 
done  these  things  on  their  own  responsibility  alone. 

67.  When,  however,  Potidsea  was  being  besieged,  they  did 
not  remain  quiet,  as  they  had  men  in  it,  and  were  alarmed  for 
the  place.  And  immediately  they  summoned  the  allies  to 
Lacedtemon,  and  came  and  cried  out  against  the  Athenians, 
as  having  broken  the  treaty,  and  as  injuring  the  Peloponnese. 
And  the  JSjginetans,  though  they  did  not  openly  send  embas- 
sadors, for  fear  of  the  Athenians,  yet  in  secret  most  of  all 
urged  on  the  war  in  conjunction  with  them,  saying  that  they 
were  not  independent  according  to  the  treaty.  So  the  Lace- 
daemonians, aiter  summoning  any  one  of  the  allies  besides, 
who  said  that  in  any  other  respect  he  had  been  injured  by  the 
Athenians,  held  their  ordinary  assembly,  and  UAd  them  to 
speak.  Aiid  others  came  forward  and  severally  made  their 
complaints,  and  especially  the  Megareans,  who  urged  no  few 
other  grounds  of  quarrel,  but  most  of  all  their  being  excluded 
from  the  ports  in  the  Athenian  dominions,  and  from  the  Attic 
market,  contrary  to  the  treaty.  And  the  Corinthians  came 
forward  last,  after  permitting  the  others  first  to  exasperate  the 
Lacedaemonians ;  and  they  spoke  after  them  as  follows. 

1  The  original  is  a  condensed  expression,  the  participle  vefiirov  being 
understood,  as  is  evident  from  chap.  67  3,  where  it  is  expressed)  6e6i6c 
re  iirpaaaev  kg  re  Ttjv  AaKtdai/iova  ni/Liiruv  Sttwc,  k.  t.  X 
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69.  ^*  Tbe  trustiiieas  of  your  policy  and  intercourse  among 
yourselves,  LaoedemoniaDs,  renders  you  the  more  distrustful 
with  regard  to  others,  if  we  say  any  thing  [against  them] ;  and 
from  this  you  have  a  character  for  sober-mindedness,  hut  betray 
too  great  ignorance  with  regard  to  foreign  a£^rs.  For  though 
we  often  forewarned  you  what  injuries  we  were  going  to  re- 
ceive from  the  Athenians,  you  did  not  gain  information 
respecting,  what  we  told  you  from  time  to  time,  Imt  rather  sus^ 
pected  the  speakers  of  speaking  for  their  own  private  interests. 
And  for  this  reason  it  was  not  before  we  suffered,  but  when 
we  are  in  the  very  act  of  suffering,  that  yoft  have  summoned 
the  allies  here ;  among  wh(mi'  we  may  speak  with  the  great- 
est propriety,  inasmuch  as  we  have  also  the  greatest  com^ 
plaints  to  make,  being  insulted  by  the  Ath^aians^  and  ne- 
glected by  you.  And  if  they  were  an  obscure  people  any 
where*  who  were  injuring  Greece,  you  might  have  required 
additional  warning,  as  not  being  acquainted  with  them ;  but 
as  it  is,  why  need  we  speak  at  any  great  length,  when  you  sec 
that  some  of  us  are  already  enslared,  and  that  they  m^  plot- 
ting against  others,  and  especially  against  our  allies,  and  have 
been  iot  a  long  time  prepared  beforehand,  in  case  they  should 
ever  go  to  war.  For  they  would  not  else  have  stolen  Oorcyra 
from  us,  and  kept  it  in  spite  of  us,  and  besieged  Potidsea;  of 
which  places,  the  one  is  the  most  convenient  for  their  deriving 
the  full  benefit  from  their  possession  Thraceward,"  and  the  other 
would  have  supplied  the  largest  navy  to  the  Peloponnesians. 

69.  "And  for  these  things  it  is  you  who  are  to  blame, 
by  having  at  first  permitted  them  to  fortify  their  city  after 
the  Median  war,  and  subsequently  to  build  the  long  walls; 
and  by  continually  up  to  the  pres^it  time  depriving  of  liberty, 
not  only  those  who  had  been  enslaved  by  them,  but  your  own 
allies  also  now.  For  it  is  not  he  who  has  enslaved  them,  but 
he  who  has  the  power  to  stop  it,  but  overlooks  it,  that  more 
truly  does  this ;  especially  if  he  enjoys  the  reputation  for  vir- 

*  The  nov  in  the  original  would  perhaps  be  most  fully  expressed  by 
our  colloquial  phrase,  "  in  some  comer  or  other." 

8  Arnold  translates  it,  "  so  as  to  give  you  the  full  benefit  of  your  do- 
minion in  the  neighborhood  of  Thrace."  But  could  the  Lacedaemonians 
be  said  to  have  any  such  dominion,  at  any  rate  before  the  expedition  of 
Brasidas  ?  and  does  not  the  Xlehnrovvriaicn,^  in  the  next  sentence  seem 
to  be  put  emphatically,  as  in  opposition  to  the  Athenian  dominion  jush 
alluded  to  7 
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tne  as  being  the  liberator  of  Greece*  But  with  difficulty  hav^ 
we  assembled  now,  and  not  even  now  for  any  clearly  defined 
object.  For  we  ought  to  be  considering  no  fonger  whether 
we  are  injured,  but  in  what  way  wo  shall  defend  ourselves. 
For  the  aggresscws  come  with  their  plans  already  formed 
against  us  who  have  npt  made  \sp  our  mmds;  at  once,  and  not 
putting  it*oi&*  And  we^lmow  in  what  way,  and  how  gradu- 
ally, uie  Athenians  eneroach  upon  tli^ir  neighb(»B.  And 
wmle  they  think  that  they  are  not  observed  through  your 
want  of  perception,'  they  reiel  less  confident ;  but  when  they 
know  that  you  are  aware  of  their  decdgns^  but  overlook  them, 
ihey  will  -press  on  you  With  all  liieir  power.  For  you  alone 
of  the  Oreeks,  Lacedaemcmians,  remain  quiet,  defending  yomv 
selves  against  any  one,  not  hj  exwtion  of  your  power,  but  my 
mere  demonstration  of  it ;  and  you  alone  put  down  the  power 
of  your  enemies,  not  when  beginning,  but  when  growing  twice 
as  great  as  it  was.  And  yet  you  used  to  have  the  name  of 
cautious ;  but  in  your  case  the  name,  it  seems,  was  more  than 
the  reality.  For  we  ourselves  know  that  the  Mede  came  from 
the  ends  of  the  earth  to  the  Peloponnese,  before  your  forces 
went  out  to  meet  him  as  they  shouM  have  done ;  and  now  the 
A&enians,  who  are  not  far  removed,  as  he  was,  but  close  at 
hand,  you  overiook ;  and  instead  of  attacking  them,  prefer  to 
defend  yomrselves  against  their  attack,  and  to  reduce  your- 
selves to  mere  dbances  in  struggling  with  them  when  in  a 
much  more  powerful  condition :  though  you  know  that  even 
the  barbarian  was  chiefly  wrecked  upon  himself;'  and  that 
with  regiurd  to  these  very  Atl^nians,  we  have  often  ere  this 
escaped  aore  by  their  errors  than  by  assistance  from  you. 
For  indeed  hopes  of  you  have  before  now  in  some  instances 
even  ruined  some,  while  unprepared  through  trusting  you. 
And  let  none  of  you  think  ikat  this  is  spoken  far  enmity, 
rather  than  for  eiqpostulation ;  for  expostulation  is  due  to 
friends  who  are  in  error,  but  accusation  to  enemies  who  have 
committed  injustice. 

70.  "  At  the  same  time  we  consider  that  we,  if  any,  have  a 
right  to  administer  rebuke  to  our  neighbors,  especially  as  the 

^  Or,  "  not  merely  threatening  to  attack  ns,"  as  fisXkriaLQ  is  used  below. 

2  Or,  did.  TO  dvalodijTov  vficju  may  be  taken  witii  Oapaovai,  and  be  ren- 
dered "through  your  not  perceiving  it" 

3  t.  c,  he  was  himself  as  it  were,  the  rock  on  which  his  fortune  split 
"Perished  by  his  own  folly." — ArnolcL 
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differences  [between  you  and  them]  are  great ;  of  wlU<^h  you 
do  not  seem  to  us  to  have  any  perception,  nor  to  Save  ever 
yet  considered  with  what  kind  of  people  you  will  have  to 
struggle  in  the  Athenians,  and  how  very,  nay,  how-  entirely 
different  from  yourselves.  They,  for  instance,  are  innovating, 
and  quick  to  plan  imd  accomplish  by  action  what  they  have 
designed ;  while  you  are  disposed  to  keep  what  you  have,  and 
form  no  new  design,  and  by  action  not  even  to  carry  out  what 
is  necessary.  Again,  they  are  bold  even  beyond  their  power, 
and  adventurous  beyond  th^r  judgment,  and  sanguine  in  dan- 
gers; while  your  character  is  to  undertake  things  beneath 
jour  power,  and  not  to  trust  even  the  sure  grounds  of  your 
judgment,  and  to  think  that  you  will  never  escape  from  your 
dangers.  Moreover,  they  are  unhesitating,  in  opposition  to 
yoir  who  are  dilatory ;  and  fond  of  going  from  home,  in  op- 
position to  you  who  are  most  fond  of  staying  at  home :  for 
they  think  that  by  their  absence  they  may  acquire  something; 
whereas  you  -  think  that  W  attempting  [more]  you  would  do 
harm  to  what  you  have^^When  they  conquOT  their  enemies, 
they  cany  out  their  adv^^e  to  the  utmost ;  and  when  con- 
quered, they  fell  back  the  least  Further,  they  use  their  bodies 
as  least  belonging  to  them,  for  the  good  of  their  country  ;*  but 
their  mind,  as  bemg  most  peculiarly  their  own,  for  achieving 
something  on  her  account.  And  what  they  have  planned  but 
not  carried  out,  they  think  that  in  this  they  lose  something 
already  then'  own;  what  they  have  attempted  and  gained, 
that  in  this  they  have  achieved  but  little  in  comparison  with 
what  they  mean  to  do.  *  Then,  if  they  feil  in  an  attempt  at 
anyjthing,  by  forming  fresh  hopes  in  its  stead,  they  supply  the 
deficiency :  for  they  are  the  only  people  that**  succeed  to  the  full 
extent  of  their  hope  in  what  they  have  planned,  because  they 
quickly  imdertake  what  they  have  resolved.  And  in  this  way 
they  labor,  with  toils  and  dangers,  all  their  hfe  long ;  and  least 
enjoy  what  they  have,  because  they  are  alwa3r8  getting,  and 
think  a  feast  to  be  nothing  else  but  to  gain  their  ends,  and  in^" 

*  For  this  tise  of  aAA6r/9tof  compare  Homer,  Odjss.  20.  346. 
fiVTiarfipai  6h  HaXkiig  *A0^vij 
'AffCctTTov  yeXov  tjpae  .  ,  ,  ,  oi  6i  yvaO/nolai  yeXwwp 
uXkoTptoiaLv  :— 
tnd  Horace's  imitation  of  it,  Sat  2.  3. 12. 

''  Com  rapies  in  jus  malis  ridentem  alienist' 
'  More  literally,  "  possess  in  the  same  degree  as  they  hope  for." 
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active  quiet  to  be  no  less  a  calamity  than  laborious  occupation. 
So  that  if  any  one  should  sum  up  their  character,  by  saying 
that  they  are  made  neither  to  be  quiet  th^nselves,  nor  let  the 
rest  of  ike  worid  be  so,  he  would  speak  correctly. 

71.  ^  And  yet  when  such  is  the  character  of  this  state  that 
is  opposed  to  you,  Lacedsemonians,  you  go  on  delaying,  and 
think  that  peace  is  not  most  lasting  in  the  case  of  those  men, 
who  with  their  resources  do  what  is  right,  while  as  regards 
their  feelings,  they  are  known  to  be  determined  not  to  put  up 
with  it^  if  Uiey  are  injuied ;  t^i^t  yon  pimritififi  fti"  ^y^^^f^  on 
iho^  yrinAJplA  pf  nether  annoying  others,  nor  being  hurt  your- 
a^lvfta  jnsetf-defensei'^  ^afcety,  however,  could  you  nave 
succeededl  in  this,  tho^h  you  had  lived  by  a  state  of  congenial 
views :  while  as  it  is,  ywir  ways,  as  we  just  now  showed  you, 
are  old-&shioned  compared  with  them.  But,  as  in  the  case^pf 
art,  improvements  must  ever  prevail ;  and  thou^  for  a  state 
that  enjoys  quiet,  unchanged  institutions  are  best ;  yet,  for  those 
who  are  compelled  to  i^ply  to  many  things,  many  a  new  de- 
vice is  also  necessary.  And  for  this  reason  the  institutions  of 
the  Athenians,  from  their  great  expmence,  have  been  re- 
modeled to  a  greater  extent  than  yours.  At  this  point  then 
let  your  dilatoriness  cease :  said  now  assist  us,  and  especially 
the  Potida&ims,  as  you  undertook,  by  nciaking  with  all  speed  an 
incursion  into  Attica ;  that  you  may  not  give  up  men  who  are 
your  friends  and  kinsmen  to  their  bitterest  enemies,  and  turn 
the  rest  of  us  in  despair  to  some  other  alliance.  And  in  that 
we  should  do  nothing  unjust,  in  the  s^ht  either  of  the  gods 
who  received  our  oaths*  or  of  the  men  who  witness  [our  con- 
duct] :  for  the  breaks*  of  a  treaty  are  not  those  who  from 
destitution  apply  to  others,  but  those  who  do  not  assist  their 
ccmfederates.  If,  however,  you  will  be  zealous,  we  will  stand 
by  you ;  for  neither  should  we  act  rightiy  in  changing,  nor 
should  we  find  others  more  congeniaL  Wherefore  deliberate 
well,  and  endeavor  to  keep  a  supremacy  in  the  Peloponnese 
no  less  than  your  fathers  bequeathed  to  you." 

72.  To  this  effect  i^ke  the  OorintMans.  And  the  Athe- 
nians, happening  before  this  to  have  an  embassy  at  Lacedae- 
mon,  and  hearing  what  was  said,  thought  that  they  ought  to 
come  before  the  Lacedaemonians,  not  to  make  any  defense  on 

'  Or,  as  Arnold,  after  Beiske  and  others,  explains  it,  "  who  are  capable 
of  feeling  and  observing." 
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the  subject  of  the  chains  which  the  states  brought  against 
them,  but  to  prove,  on  a  general  view  of  the  question,  that 
ihej  ought  not  to  deliberate  in  a  hurry,  but.  take  more  time  to 
consider  it  They  wished  also  to  show  how  powerful  their 
city  was ;  and  to  remind  the  dder  men  of  what  they  knew, 
and  to  relate  to  the  yoon^r  what  they  were  unacquainted 
with ;  thinking  that  in  c(»isequence  of  what  they  said,  they 
would  be  more  disposed  to.  remaki  quiet  thian  to  go  to  war. 
So  they  came  to  the  Lacedemonians,^  and  sftid  that  they  also, 
[as  the  Corinthians  had  dofie],  wished  to  speak  to  their  peo- 
ple, if  nothing  prev^ited.  Tney  told  them  to  come  forward ; 
and  the  Athenians  came  forward^  and  spoke  as  follows. 

73.  "  Our  embassy  was  not  sent  for  the  purpose  of  controversy 
with  your  allies,  but  on  the  business  on  which  the  state  sent  us. 
Perceiving,  however,  that  there  is  no  stnall  outcry  against  us, 
we  have  come  forward,  not  to  answer  the  charges  of  the  states 
(for  our  words  would  not  be  addressed  to  you  as  judges,  either 
of  us  or  of  them),  but  to  prevent  your  adopting  bad  counsel 
through  being  ea^y  persuaded  by  the  allies  on  matters  of 
great  importance ;  and  at  the  same  time  with  a  wish  to  show, 
on  a  view  of  the  g^ieral  argument  as  it  affects  us,  that  we 
do  not  improperly  hold  what  we  possess,  and  that  our  state  is 
worthy  of  consideration.  Now  as  to  things  of  very  ancient 
date,  why  need  we  mention  them  ?  since  hearsay  must  attest 
them,  ramer  than  the  eyes  of  those  who  will  be  our  auditors. 
But  tlie  Median  war,  and  the  deeds  with  which  you  yourselves 
are  acquainted,  we  must  speak  of;  though  it  will  be  rather 
irksome  to  us  to  be  forever  bringing  them  forward :  for  when 
we  perfonned  them,  the  danger  was  run  for  a  benefit,  of  the 
reaUty  of  which  you  had  your  share ;  and  let  us  not  be  de- 
prived of  the  whole  credit,  if  it  is  of  any  service  to  us.  Our 
words,  however,  will  be  spoken,  not  so  much  for  the  purpose 
of  exculpation,  as  of  testimony,  and  of  showing  with  what  kind 
of  a  state  you  will  have  to  contend,  if  you  do  not  take  good 
counsel.  For  we  say  that  at  Marathon  we  alone  stood  in  the 
van  of  danger  against  the  barbarian ;  and  that  when  he  came 
a  second  time,  though  we  were  not  able  to  defend  ourselves 
by  land,  we  went  on  board  our  ships  with  all  our  people,  and 
joined  in  the  sea-fight  at  Salamis ;  which  prevented  his  sail- 

1  i  e.,  to  the  government,  whose  consent  was  required  before  they 
could  address  the  assembled  people. 
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ing^  against  and  ra^a^ng  the  B^op(»mese,  city  by  city,  wfaild 
you  would  have  been  unable  to  assist  one  anodier  against  his 
.numerous  ships-  And  he  himadf  gave  the  greatest  pitx^  of 
this ;  for  vrhm  conquered  by  sea,  thinking  that  his  power  was 
no  longer  what  it  had  be^  he  retreatod  as  quickly  as  he 
could  with  the  greater  part  of  his  «rmy. 

74,  "  Such  now  having  been  the  result,  and  it  having  been 
clearly  shown  that  it  was  on  the  fleet  of  ihe  Greeks  that  thdr 
cause  depended,  we  contributed  the  thitee  most  useful  things 
toward  it;  viz^  the  greatest  number  of  ships,  the  most 
able  man  as  a  general,  and  iher  most  unshrinking  zeal.  To- 
jward  the  four  hundred  ships  we  contributed  not  less  than 
twp_pi^  ;*  askd  Thenfistocles  as  c<Hnmander,  who  was  chiefly 
instrumental  of  their  fighting  in  the  Strait,  which  most 
clearly  saved  their  cause  ;  and  you  yourselves  for  this  reason 
honored  him  most,  for  a  stranger,  of  all  that  have  ever  gone 
to  you.  And  a  zeal  by  far  the  most  daring  we  exhibited,  in- 
asmuch as  when  no  one  came  to  assist  us  by  land,  the  rest  as 
far  as  us  being  already  enslaved,  we  determined,  though  we 
had  left  pur  city,  and  sacrifioed  our  property,  not  even  in 
those  circumstances  to  abandon  the  common  cause  of  the  re- 
maining allies,  nor  to  become  useless  to  them  by  dispersing ; 
but  to  go  on  board  our  ships,  smd  &ce  &e  danger  ;  and  not  to 
be  angry  because  you  had  not  previously  asmsted  us.  So  then 
we  assert  that  we  ourselves  no  less  conferred  a  benefit  upon 
you,  than  we  obtained  one.  For  yott,  setting  out  from  cities 
that  were  inhabited,  and  with  a  view  to  enjoying  them  in  fu- 
ture, came  to  our  assistaiuse  [only]  i^r  you  were  afraid  for 
yourselves,  and  not  so  much  for  us  (at  any  rate,  when  we 
were  still  in  safety,  you  did  not  come  to  us)  ;  but  we,  setting 

1  What  ports  we  must  suppose  the  speaker  to  have  referred  to  in  this 
passage,  whether  quarters  or  thirds,  is  much  disputed.  Didot  and  Goller 
maintain  the  former,  as  being  in  strict  agreement  with  the  statement  of 
Herodotus,  who  makes  the  whole  fleet  to  haye  consisted  of  three  hun- 
dred and  seventy-eight  ships,  and  the  Athenian  portion  of  one  hundred 
saxd  eighty.  Arnold,  after  Bredow  and  Poppo,  supports  the  other  inter- , 
pretotion,  and  observes,  that  '^this  is  not  the  statement  of  Thucydides, 
but  of  the  Athenian  orator,  who  is  made  very  characteristically  to  in- 
dulge in  gross  exaggerations."  See  his  whole  note  on  the  passage. 
Bishop  Th&lwall,  however,  thinks  that  such  an  exaggeration  would  have 
been  in  very  bad  taste  on  such  an  occasion ;  and  that  Thucydides  meant 
to  state  the  true  numbers ;  "  in  which,"  he  observ^  "  if  we  read  rpiaKci- 
aioQ  for  rerp.  he  would  have  followed  .^Eschylus  instead  of  Herodotus, 
whom  indeed  it  is  possible  he  has  not  read."    Yol  ii.  Append.  4. 
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out  fi'om  a  cotintiy  which  was  no  more,  and  running  the  risk 
for  what  existed  only  in  scanty  hope,  bore  our  full  share  in  the 
deliverance  both  of  you  and  <wP  ourselves.  But  if  we  had  be- 
fore joined  the  Mede  through  fear  for  our  country,  like  others, 
or  had  afterward  had  no  heart  to  go  on  board  our  ships,  con- 
sidering ourselves  as  ruined  men ;  there  would  have  been  no 
longer  any  need  of  your  fitting  by  sea  without  a  sufficient 
number  of  ships,  but  things  would  have  quietly  progressed 
for  him  just  as  he  wished. 

75.  *'  Do  we  not  then  deserve,  Laoedsemonians,  both  for  our 
zeal  at  that  time,  and  the  intelligenoe  of  our  counsel,  not  to  lie 
under  such  excessive  odium  wiUi  the  Greeks,  at  least  for  the 
empire  we  possess?  For  this  very  empire  we  gained^  not 
by  acting  with  violence,  but  through  your  having  been  un- 
willing to  stand  by  them  to  finish  the  business  with  the  bar- 
barian and  through  the  allies  having  come  to  us,  and  of  their 
own  accord  b^ged  us  to  become  their  leaders:  and  from 
this  very  fact  we  were  compelled  at  first  to  advance  it  to  its 
present  height,  principally  from  motives  of  fear,  then  of  honor 
also,  and  a^rwtu'd  of  advantage  too.  And  it  no  longer  ap- 
])eared  to  be  safe,  when  we  were  hated  by  the  generality, 
and  when  some  who  had  already  revolted  had  been  sub- 
dued, and  you  were  no  longer  friends  with  us,  as  you  had 
been,  but  suspicious  of  us,  and  at  variance  with  us,  to  run  the 
risk  of  giving  it  up  ;  for  those  who  revolted  would  have  gone 
over  to  you.*  And  all  may  without  odium  secure  their  own 
interests  with  regard  to  the  greatest  perils.' 

76.  "You,  at  least,  LacedaBmonians,  have  settled  to  your 
own  advantage  the  government  of  the  states  in  the  Pelopon- 
nese  over  which  you  have  a  supremacy ;  and  if  at  that  time 
you  had  remained  through  the  whole  business,  and  been  dis- 
liked in  your  command,  as  we  were,  we  know  frill  well  that 
you  would  have  become  no  less  severe  to  the  allies,  and  would 
have  been  compelled  either  to  rule  with  a  strong  hand,  or 
yourselves  be  exposed  to  danger.  So  neither  have  we  done 
any  thing  marvelous,  or  contrary  to  the  disposition  of  man, 
in  having  accepted  an  empire  that  was  ofiered  to  us,  and  not 
giving  it  up,  influenced  as  we  are  by  the  strongest  motives, 
honor,  and   fear,  and  profit;   and  when,  again,  we  had  not 

*  Literally,  *'the  revolts  would  have  been  to  you." 
'  Or,  "  none  are  grudged  securing,"  etc. 
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been  the  first  to  set  such  a  precedent,  but  it  had  always  been 
a  settled  rule  that  the  weaker  should  be  constrained  by  the 
stronger ;  and  when  at  the  same  time  we  thought  ourselves 
worthy  of  it,  and  wmre  thought  so  by  you,  until,  from  calcu-^ 
lations  of  expediency,  you  now  avail  yourselves  of  thd  appeal 
to  justice ;  which  no  one  ever  yet  brought  forward  when  he 
had  a  chance  of  gaining  any  tiling  by  might,  and  abstained 
from  takifig  the  advantage.  Nay,  all  are  worthy  of  praise, 
who,  after  acting  according  to  human  nature  in  ruling  others, 
have  been  more  just  than  their  actual  power  enabled  them  to 
be.  At  any  rate  we  imagine  that  if  some  others  had  possessed 
our  means,  they  would  have  best  shown  whether  we  ate  at  all 
moderate  or  not :  though  to  us  there  has  un&irly  resulted  from 
our  good  nature  disrepute  rather  than  commendation. 

77.  " ForfrQBa4>utting  up^with  less  than  we  mi^t  have  had 
in  contra<^-suits  with  the  allies,  and  from  havfng  made  our 
decisions  in  our  own  courts  on  the  footing  of  equal  laws,  we 
are  thought  to  be  Hligious.  And  none  of  them  considers  why 
this  reproack  is  not  brought  against  those  who  have  empre  in 
any  other '  quarter  also,  and  are  less  mdderate  toward  their 
subjects  than  we  h»^  been :  for  those  who  can  act  with  vio- 
lence have  no  need  besides  to  act  with  justice.  But  they, 
from  being  accustomed  to  have  intercourse  with  us  on  a  fair 
footing,  if  contrary  to  their  notions  of  right  they  have  been 
worst^  in  imy  thing,  either  by  a  legal  judgment  or  by  the 
power  of  our  empire,  even  in  any  degree  whatever ;  they  feel 
no  gratitude  for  not  being  deprived  of  the  greater  part  [of 
their  possessions],  but  are  more  indignant  for  what  is  lost, 
than  if  from  the  first  we  had  laid  aside  law,  and  openly  taken 
advantage  of  them.  In  that  case  not  even  they  themselves 
would  have  denied  that  it  was  right  for  the  weaker  to  yield  to 
the  stronger.  But  when  injured,  it  seems,  men  are  more  an- 
gry than  when  treated  witli  violence :  for  the  one  case  is  re- 
garded as  an  advantage  taken  by  their  equal;  the  other,  as 
compulsion  by  their  superior.  At  least  they  endured  much 
harder  treatment  than  this  at  the  hand  of  the  Medes ;  where- 
as our  rule  is  thought  to  be  severe ;  and  naturally  so ;  for  their 
present  condition  is  always  irksome  to  subjects.  You,  at  any 
rate,  should  you  subdue  us  and  possess  an  empire,  would 
auickly  lose  the  good-will  which  you  have  enjoyed  through 
tneir  fear  of  us ;  if  you  have  the  same  views  now  as  you  gave 
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symptoms  of  then,  wh^  you  led  them  against  ^e  Mede  for  a 
short  time«  For  you  have  iustitutioais  by  yourselves,  distinct 
frcHu  the  rest  of  the  world ;  aoAy  moreover,  each  individual  of 
you,  on  going  abroad,  neitl^r  acts  according  to  these,  nor  to 
those  which  the  rei^  of  Greece*recogniases. 

78.  "  Deliberate  therefore  slowly  ,as  on  no  trifling  matters ; 
and  do  not,  though  being  influenced  by  other  people's  views 
and  accusations,  bring  on  yourselves  trouble  of  your  own: 
but  consider  beforehand,  previously  to  your  being  engaged  in 
it,  how  far  beyond  calculation  is  war;  for  when  long  pro- 
tracted, it  generally  becomes  in  the  end  to  depend  on  chances ; 
from  which  we  are  equally  removed,  and  run  the  risk  in  un- 
cOTtainty  as  to  which  way  it  will  turn  out  And  in  going  to 
war  men  generally  turn  to  deeds  first,  which  they  ought  to  do 
afterward ;  and  when  they  are  in  distress,  then  they  have  re- 
course to  words.  We,  however,  being  neither  ourselves  yet 
involved  in  such  an  error,  nor  seeing  you  in  it,  chsffge  you, 
while  good  council  is  still  eligible  to  both  sides,  not  to  break 
treaty  nor  ofiidnd  against  your  oaths,  but  to  let  our  differences 
be  judicially  settled  according  to  agreement  £lse  we  will 
call  to  witness  the  gods  who  received  our  oaths,  and  endeavor 
to  requite  you  for  commencing  hostilities^  in  such  a  way  as 
you  may  set  the  example." 

79.  Thus  spoke  the  Athenians.  After  the  Lacedaemonians 
had  heard  from  the  allies  their  charges  against  the  Athenians, 
and  from  the  Athenians  what  they  }^  to  say,  they  made  them 
all  withdraw,  and  consulted  by  themselves  on  the  question  be- 
fore them.  And  the  opinions  of  the  majority  went  the  same 
way  ;  viz,  that  the  Athenians  were  already  guilty  of  injustice, 
and  that  they  ought  to  go  to  war  with  all  speed.  But  Archi- 
damus  their  king,  a  man  who  was  c6nsi(^red  both  intelligent 
and  prudent,  came  forward  and  spoke  as  follows. 

80.  "  I  have  both  myself  already  had  experience  in  many 
wars,  Lacedaemonians,  and  see  that  those  of  you  who  are  of 
the  same  age  [have  had  it  also} ;  so  that  one  would  neither 
desire  the  business  from  inexperience,  as  might  be  the  case 
with  most  men,  nor  from  thinking  it  a  good  and  safe  one. 
But  this  war,  about  which  you  are  now  consulting,  you  would 
find  likely  to  be  none  of  the  least,  if  any  one  should  soberly 
consider  it  For  against  the  Peloponnesians  and  our  neigh- 
bors our  strength  is   of  the  same  description,  and  we   can 
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quickly  reach  our  dcBtination  in  each  case.  But  against  men 
who  live  in  a  country  far  away,  and  besides  are  most  skillful  by 
sea,  and  most  excellently  provided  with  every  thing  else,  with 
riches,  both  private  and  public,  and  ships,  and  horses,  and 
heavy-armed,  and  a  crowd  of  irregulars,  such  as  there  is  not  in 
any  one  Grecian  town  beside,  and  moreover,  have  many  allies 
under  payment  of  tribute ;  how  can  it  be  right  to  declare  war 
rashly  against  these  men  ?  and  in  what  do  we  trust,  that  we 
should  hurry  on  to  it  unprepared  1  Is  it  in  our  ships  ?  Nay, 
we  are  inferior  to  them :  but  if  we  shall  practice  and  prepare 
against  them,  time  will  pass  in  the  interval.  Well  then,  is  it  in 
our  money?  Nay,  but  we  are  still  more  deficient  in  this,  and 
neither  have  it  in  the  public  treasury,  nor  readily  contribute  it 
from  our  private  funds. 

81.  **  Perhaps  some  one  might  feel  confident  because  we  ex- 
cel th^n  in  heavy-armed  troops,  and  in  numbers,  so  that  we 
might  invade  and  ravage  their  land.  But  they  have  other  land 
in  abundance  over  which  they  rule,  and  will  miport  what  they 
want  by  sea.  I^  again,  we  shall  attempt  to  make  their  allies 
revolt  from  them,  we  shall  have  to  assist  these  also  with  ships, 
as  they  are  generally  islanders.  What  then  will  be  the  charac- 
ter of  our  war  ?  For  if  we  do  not  either  conquer  them  by  sea, 
or  take  away  the  revenues  with  which  they  maintain  their  fleet, 
we  shall  receive  the  greater  damage ;  and  at  such  a  time  it  will 
no  longer  even  be  honorable  to  make  peace ;  especially  if  we 
are  thought  to  have  begun  the  quarrel  more  than  they.  For 
let  us  now  not  be  buoyed  up  with  this  hope,  at  any  rate,  that 
the  war  will  soon  be  ended,  if  we  ravage  their  land.  liather 
do  I  fear  that  we  should  bequeath  it  even  to  our  children :  so 
probable  is  it  that  the  Athenians  would  neither  be  enslaved^  in 
spirit  to  their  land,  nor,  like  inexperienced  men,  be  panic- 
stricken  by  the  war. 

82.  "  I  do  not,  however,  on  the  other  hand,  tell  you  to  permit 
them  without  noticing  it,  to  harm  our  allies,  and  not  to  detect 
them  in  plotting  against  us ;  but  I  tell  you  not  to  take  up  arms 
at  present,  but  to  send  and  remonstrate ;  neither  showing  too 
violent  signs  of  war,  nor  yet  that  we  will  put  up  with  their 
conduct ;  and  in  the  mean  time  to  complete  our  own  prepara- 
tions also,  both  by  bringing  over  allies,  whether  Greeks  or  bar- 

*  Compare  II.  61.  3.     AovXoi  yap  (^povfjfia  rd  ai<f>vi6tJOVf  k.  r.  }.. 
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banana,  firom  whatever  source  we  shall  receive  additional 
strength,  either  in  ships  or  in  money ;  (for  all  who,  like  us,  are 
plotted  against  bjr  the  Athenians,  may  without  odium  save  them- 
selves by  accepting  the  aid  not  only  of  Greeks,  but  ci  barbari- 
ans also) ;  and  at  the  same  time  let  us  bring  out  our  own  re- 
sources. And  if  they  listen  at  all  to  our  embassadors,  this  is 
the  best  conclusion ;  but  if  not,  after  an  interval  of  two  ot  three 
years,  we  shall  then  go  against  them,  if  we  think  fit^  in  a  better 
state  of  defense.  And  perhaps  when  they  then  saw  our  pre- 
paration, and  our  language  speaking  in  accordance  with  it,  they 
might  be  more  disposed  to  yield,  while  they  had  their  land  as 
yet  unravaged,  and  were  deliberating  about  good  things  still 
enjoyed  by  lliem,  and  not  yet  sacrificed.  For  in  their  land  con- 
sider that  you  have  nothing  else  but  a  hostage ;  and  the  more, 
so,  the  better  it  is  cultivated.  You  should  therefwe  spare  it  as 
long  as  possible,  and  not,  through  having  reduced  them  to 
desperation,  find  them  the  more  difficult  to  subdue.  For  if  we  are 
hurried  on  by  the  complaints  <^  our  allies,  and  ravage  it  while 
we  are  unprepared,  see  that  we  do  not  come  off  in  a  manner 
more  disgraceful  and  perplexing  to  tbe  Peloponnese  [than  we' 
should  wishy  For  complaints,  both  of  states  and  individuals, 
it  is  impossible  to  settle :  but  when  all  together  have,  for  their 
own  separate  interests,  undertaken  a  war,  of  which  it  is  impos- 
sible to  know  how  it  will  go  on,  it  is  not  easy  to  effect  a  credit- 
able arrangement. 

83..  "And  let  no  one  think  it  shows  a  want  of  courage  for 
many  not  to  advance  at  once  against  one  state.  For  they  too 
have  no  fewer  allies  who  pay  them  tribute  ;*  and  war  is  not  so 
much  a  thing  of  arms  as  of  money,  by  means  of  which  arms 
are  of  service ;  especially  in  the  case  of  continental  against 
maritime  powers.  Let  us  first  then  provide  cursives  with  this, 
and  not  be  excited  beforehand  by  the  speeches  of  the  allies ; 
but  as  we  shall  have  the  greater  part  of  the  responsibility  for 
the  consequences  either  way,  so  also  let  us  quietly  take  a  view 
of  them  beforehand. 

84.  "  And  as  for  the  slowness  a^l  dilatoriness  which  they 
most  blame  in  us,  be  not  ashamed  of  ^em.  For  by  hurrying 
[to  begin  the  war]  you  would  be  the  more  slow  in  finishing  it, 
because  you  took  it  in  hand  when  unprepared :  and  at  the  same 

*  Or  the  comparative  may  perhaps  be  used  for  the  positive. 

9  These  words  are  only  applicable  to  the  allies  of  the  Aihentaru. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


LxxxT.]  THXTCTDIBBS.  L  54 

time  we  always  enjoy  a  city  that  is  free  and  most  glorious ;  and 
it  is  a  wise  moderation  that  can  best  constitute  this.  For  owing 
to  it  we  alone  do  not  grow  insolent  in  success,  and  yield  less 
than  others  to  misfortunes.  We  are  not  excited  by  fiie  pleas- 
ure afforded  by  those  who  with  praise  stimulate  us  to  dangers 
contrary  to  our  conviction ;  wid  if  any  one  provoke  us  with  ac- 
cusation, we  are  not  the  more  prevailed  on  through  being  thus 
annoyed.  We  are  both  warlike  and  wise  through  our  orderly 
temper :  warlike,  because  shame  partakes  very  largely  of  moder- 
ation, and  courage  of  shame;  and  wise,  because  we  are 
brought  up  with  no  little  learning  to  despise  the  laws,  and 
with  too  severe  a  self<5ontrol  to  disobey  them ;  and  are  not 
over-clever  in  useless  things,  bo  that  while  in  word  we  might 
ably  find  fault  with  our  enemies'  resources,  we  should  not  go 
against  them  so  well  in  deed;*  but  are  taught  to*  think  that 
our  neighbor's  plans,'  and  the  chances  which  befall  in  war, 
are  very  amiJar,  as  things  not  admitting  of  nice  distinction  in 
language.  Brit  we  alwavs  provide  in  deed  against  our  adver- 
saries witii  the  expectation  of  tlieir  planning  well  ;  and  must 
not  rest  our  hopes  on  the  probability  of  their  blundering,  but 
on  the  belief  of  our  own  taking  cautious  forethought.  Again, 
we  should  not  ^ink  that  one  mtm  differs  much  from  another, 
but  that  he  is  the  best  who  is  educated  in  the  most  necessary 
things. 

85.  "  TTiese  practices  then,  which  our  fathers  bequeathed  to 
us,  and  which  we  have  always  retained  with  benefit,  let  us  not 
give  up,  nor  determine  hurriedly,  in  the  short  space  of  a  day, 
about  many  lives,  and  riches,  and  states,  and  honors,  but  let 
us  do  it  calmly ;  as  we  may  do  more  thaa  others,  on  account  of 
our  power.  And  send  to  the  Athenians  respecting  Potidaea, 
and  send  respecting  those  things  in  whidti  the  allies  say  they 
are  injured ;  especially  as  they  are  ready  to  submit  to  judicial 
decimon ;  and  against  the  p^rty  which  offers  that,  it  is  not  right 
to  proceed  as  against  a  guilty  one.    But  prepare  for  war  at  the 

^  Or,  **  should  not  so  well  follow  up  our  words  with  deeds."  The  fol- 
lowing infiniUve  vofil^eiv  depends  upon  iraiSevofievoi  understood  again. 

2  I  have  ibhowed  the  punctuation  and  interpretation  of  Goller  and 
Arnold  in  their  last  edition ;  though  not  with  a  perfect  conviction  of  its 
correctness,  as  I  doubt  whetiierthe  re  has  any  place  before  trapan'kriaiovc 
KoX  taken  in  this  sense.  But  see  Groller*s  note.  According  to  Haack 
and  Poppo  it  would  be,  "that  our  neighbors'  pl^[is  are  very  similar  to 
our  own,  and  that  the  chances  of  war,''  etc. 
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same  time.  For  in  this  you  will  determine  boih  what  is  best, 
and  what  is  motit  fonuidable  to  your  adversaries."  Archidamus 
spoke  to  this  effect ;  but  Sthenelaidas,  who  was  one  of  the 
ephors  at  that  time,  came  forward  last,  and  spoke  before  the 
Lacedaemonians  as  follows. 

86.  **  As  for  the  long  speech  of  the  Athenians,  I  do  not  un- 
derstand it;  for  though  they  praised  themselves  a  great  deal, 
in  no  part  did  they  deny  that  they  are  injuring  our  allies  and 
the  Peloponnese.  And  yet  if  they  were  good  men  then  against 
the  Medes,  but  are  bad  ones  now  against  us,  they  deserve 
double  punishment  for  having  become  bad  instead  of  good. 
But  we  are  the  same  both  then  and  now ;  and  shall  not,  if  we 
are  wise,  overlook  our  allies'  being  injured,  nor  delay  to  assist 
them ;  for  there  is  no  longer  delay  in  their  being  ill-treated. 
Others  hav6  in  abundance  riches,  and  ships,  and  horses ;  but 
we  have  good  allies,  whom  we  must  not  give  up  to  the  Atheni- 
ans, nor  decide  the  question  with  suits  and  words,  while  it  is 
not  also  in  word  that  we  are  injured ;  but  we  must  assist  them 
with  speed  and  with  all  our  might  And  let  no  one  tell  mo 
that  it  is  proper  for  us  to  deliberate  who  are  being  wronged. 
It  is  for  those  who  are  about  to  commit  the  wrong  that  it  is 
much  more  proper  to  deUberate  for  a  long  time.  Vote  then, 
Lacedaemonians,  for  war,  as  is  worthy  of  Sparta  ;  and  neither 
permit  the  Athenians  to  become  greater,  nor  let  us  betray  our 
allies ;  but  with  the  help  of  the  gods  let  us  proceed  against 
those  who  are  wronging  them." 

87.  Having  spoken  to  this  effect  he  himself,  as  ephor,  put 
the  question  to  the  assembly  of  the  Lacedaemonian*.  As  they 
decide  by  acclamation  and  not  by  vote,  he  said  that  he  did  not 
distinguish  on  which  side  the  acclamation  was  greater ;  but 
wishing  to  instigate  them  the  more  to  war*  by  their  openly  ex- 
pressing their  views,  he  said,  "  Whoever  of  you,  Lacedaemoni- 
ans, thinks  the  treaty  to  have  been  bix>ken,  and  the  Athenians 
to  have  been  guilty,  let  him  'rise  and  go  yonder"  (pointing  out 
a  certain  place  to  them) ;  "  and  whoever  does  not  think  so,  let 
him  go  to  the  other  side."  They  arose  and  divided,  and  there 
was  a  large  majority  who  thought  that  the  treaty  had  been 

'  Because  individuals  might  be  afraid  of  opeuly  opposing  the  popular 
wish,  which  was  decidedly  for  the  war. 

2  For  another  instance  of  a  compound  of  iaTijfii  used  in  the  same  preg- 
nant manner  as  dvioTrfTu  is  here,  see  I.  101.  2.  if  Idi^tiv  dnearriaav. 
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broken.  And  having  summoned  the  allies,  they  told  them  thai 
th^r  own  opinion  was  ^at  the  Athenians  were  in  the  wrong ; 
but  that  they  wished  to  summon  all  the  allies  also,  and  to  put 
it  to  the  vote ;  that  after  general  consultation  they  might  de- 
clare war,  if  they  thought  fit  They  then,  after  having  settled 
this,  returned  home ;  as  did  the  embassadors  of  the  Athenians 
afterward,  when  they  had  dispatched  the  business  they  had 
gone  on.  This  decision  of  the  assembly,  that  the  treatjr  had 
been  broken,  was  made  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  the  continu- 
aoce  of  the  thirty  years'  truce,  which  had  been  concluded  after 
the  war  with  Euboea.  '^^ 

88.  Now  the  Lacedaemonians  voted  that  the  treaty  had  been 
broken,  and  that  war  should  be  declared,  not  so  much  because  ^ 
they  were  convinced  by  the  arguments  of  the  allies,  as  because 
they  were  aftaid  that  the  Athenians  might  attainr  to  greater 
power,  seeing  that  most  parts  of  Greece  were  already  under 
their  hands* 

89.  For  it  was  in  the  following  manner  that  the  Athenians 
were  brought  to  those  circumstances  under  which  they  increased 
their  power.  When  the  Meded  had  retreated  from  Europe  after 
being  conqu^^  both  by  sea  and  land  by  the  Greeks,  and  those 
of  them  hiad  been  destroyed  who  had  fled  with  their  ships  to 
Mycale;  Leotychides,  king  of  the  LacedaBmonians,  who  was 
the  leader  of  the  Greeks  at  Mycale,  returned  home  with  the 
allies  that,  were  with  the  Peloponnese ;  while  the  A^enians, 
and  the  allijw  from  Ionia  and  the  Hellespont,  who  had  now  re- 
volted from  the  king,  staid  behind,  and  laid  siege  to  Sestos, 
of  which  the  Modes  were  in  possession.  Having  spent  the 
winter  befcHre  it,  they  took  it,  after  the  barbarians  had  evacu- 
ated it ;  and  then  sailed  away  from  the  Hellespont,  each  to  his 
own  city.  And  the  people  of  Athens,  when  they  found  the 
barbarians  had  depart^  from  their  country,  proceeded  immedi- 
ately to  carry  over  their  children  and  their  wives,  and  the  rem- 
nant of  their  furniture,  from  where  they  had  put  them  out  of 
the  way  f  .and  were  preparing  to  rebuild  their  city  and  their 
walls.  For  short  spaces  of  the  inclosure  were  standing ;  and 
though  the  majority  of  the  houses  had  fallen,  a  few  remained ; 
in  which  the  grandees  of  the  Persians  had  themselves  taken  up 
their  quarters. 

90.  The  Lacedaemonians,  perceiving  what  they  w:ere  about 
to  do,  sent  an  embassy  [to  them]  ;  partly  because  they  them- 
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selves  wcmld  have  been  mor^  pleased  to  see  neither  them  nor  any 
one  else  in  po8sessi<m  <^  a  wall ;  but  ^tiU  more  because  ibe  allies 
instigated  them,  and  were  afi»id  of  their  numerous  fleet,  which 
before  they  had  not  had,  and  of  the  bravery  they  had  shown  in 
the  Median  war.  And  they  begged  them  not  to  build  their  walls, 
but  rather  to  join  them  in  throwing  down  those  of  the  cities 
out  of  the  Peloponnese ;  not  betraying  their  real  wishes,  and 
their  sus{Mcious  feelings  toward  the  Adieniatis ;  but  represent^ 
ing  that  the  barbarian,  if  he  should  a^n  come  against  them, 
would  not  then  be  able  to  make  his  ^vances  from  any  strong- 
hold,  as  in  the  present  instance  he  had  done  from  Thdbes ;  and 
the  Peloponnese^  they  said,  was  Bufficient  for  all,  as  a  place  to 
retreat  into  and  ss^ly  forth  from.  When  the  Lacedaemonians 
had  thus  spoken,  the  Athenians,  by  ihe  advice  of  Themistocles, 
answered  tiiat  they  would  send  embassadars  to  them  concerning 
what  they  spoke  of ;  and  immediately  dismissed  them.  And 
Themistocles  advised  them  to  send  himself  as  quickly  as  possi- 
ble to  Lacedsmon,  and  having  chosen  ott^r  emba^adors  be- 
sides himseli^  not  to  dispatch  mem  immediately,  but  to  wait  till 
such  time  as  they  should  have  raised  their  wall  to  the  height 
most  absolutely  necessary  for  fighting  from;  and  that  the  whole 
population  in  Uie  city,  men,  women,  and  children,  should  build 
it,  ^^i^  neither  private  nor  public  edifice,  from  which  any 
assistance  toward  the  work  would  be  gained,  but.  throwing 
down  every  thing.  After  giving  these  instructions,  and  sug- 
gesting that  he  would  hims^f  manage  all  other  matters  there, 
he  took  his  departure.  On  his  Arrival  at  Lacedsemon  he  did 
not  ^^ly  to  the  authorities,  but  kept  putting  off  and  making  ex- 
cuses. And  whenever  any  of  those  who  were  in  office  asked  him 
why  he  did  not  come  betbre  the  assembly,^  he  said  that  he  was 
waiting  for  his  colleagues ;  that  owing  to  some  engagement  they 
had  been  left  behind ;  he  expected,  however,  that  they  would 
shortly  come,  and  wondered  that  they  were  not  already  there. 
91.  When  they  heard  this,  they  beheved  Themistocles 
through  their  friendship  for  him ;  but  when  every  one  else' 

*  Or,  "about  his  not  coming,"  according  to  Arnold,  who  objecta  to  the 
common  mode  of  explanation,  hy  understanding  did,  before  6tu 

*  i  e.,  those  who  came  from  Athena,  and  could  therefore  speak  to  the 
fact.  KartiyopovuTuv  la  thought  by  some  to  mean,  "  charging  him  with 
the  feet;"  but  with  that  signification  it  would  reqmre  a  genitive  case 
after  it  (e.  ^.,  ch.  96. 1.\  and  as  none  is  expressed,  I  have  preferred  taking 
it  in  the  more  general  sense. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


son.}  THUGmDBS.  L  55 

came  and  distinctlj  informed  tliem  that  the  walb  were  build- 
iog,  and  already  advuicii^  to  8<HDe  he%ht,  they  did  not  know 
how  to  discredit  it  When  he  found  tb^  he  told  them  not  to 
be  led  away  by  tales,  but  rather  to  send  men  of  their  oWn 
body  who  were  of  good  character,  and  would  bring  back  a  cred- 
ible report  after  inspection.  They  dispatched  them  there* 
fore ;  Mid  Ti^nistocles  seoetly  sent  directions  about  them  to 
the  Athenians,  to  detain  them,  with  as  little  appearance  of  it 
as  possible,  and  not  to  let  them  go  imtil  they  th^nselves  had 
letursed  back;  (for  by  ihk  time  his  collet^es,  Abronychus, 
the  son  of  Lysicles,  and  Aristides,  the  son  of  Lysimachus,  had 
also  come  to  him  with  the  news  that  the  wall  was  sufficiently 
ad^Kinced) ;  for  he  was  afraid  that  the  Lacediemonians,  n^en 
they  heard  the  truth,  might  not  ihoa  let  them  go.  So  the 
Athenians  detained  the  embassadors,  as  was  told  them ;  and 
Themistocles,  having  come  to  an  audience  of  the  Lacedss- 
monians,  then  iade^  told  them  plainly  that  their  city  was 
already  walled,  so  as  to  be  capable  of  def<^idiBff  its  inhabit- 
ants ;  and  if  the  Laoedsemonians  or  the  allies  wished  to  send 
aay  embassy  to  ihem,  they  should  in  future  go  as  to  men  who 
eould  discern  what  were  their  own  and  the  general  interests. 
For  when  they  thought  it  better  to  abandon  their  city  and  to 
go  on  board  their  ships,  they  said  that  they  had  made  up  their 
min^,  and  had  the  courage  to  do  it,  without  consulting  them  ; 
and  again,  on  whatever  matters  they  had  deliberated  with  them, 
they  n^  shown  themselves  inferior  to  none  in  judgment  And 
so  at  the  present  time,  likewise,  ih&f  thought  it  was  better  that 
their  dty  should  have  a  wall,  and  that  it  would  be  more  expedi- 
ent for  tiieir  citizens  in  particular,  as  well  as  for  the  allies  in 
general ;  for  it  was  not  possible  for  anyone  without  equal 
resources  to  give  any  equal  or  &ir  advice  ioit  the  common 
good,  father  all  therefore,  he  said,  should  join  the  confed- 
eracy without  wldls^  or  th^  should  consider  that  the  present 
case  also  was  as  it  ought  to  be. 

92.  The  Lacedaemonians,  on  hearing  this,  did  not  let  their 
anger  i^)pear  to  the  Athenians ;  (for  Uiey  had  not  sent  their 
embassy  to  obstruct  their  designs,  but  to  offer  counsel,  they 
said,  to  their  state  ;)^  and  besides,  they  were  at  that  time  on 
very  friendly  terms  with  them  owing  to  their  zeal  against  the 

1  Or,  as  the  scholiast  explains  it,  "for  the  good  of  their  state  ;^  which 
is  adopted  by  Arnold. 
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Mede) ;  in  secret,  however,  they  were  annoyed  at  failing  in  their 
wish.  So  the  embassadors  of  each  state  returned  home  without 
any  complaint  being  made. 

93.  In  this  way  the  Athenians  walled  their  city  in  a  short 
time.  And  the  building  still  shows  even  now  that  it  was  exe- 
cuted in  haste ;  for  the  foundations  are  laid  with  stones  of  all 
kinds,  and  in  some  places  not  wrought  together,  but  as  the 
several  parties  at  any  time  brought  them  to  the  spot :  and 
many  colunms  fix>m  tombs,  and  wrought  stones,  were  worked 
up  in  them.  For  the  inclosure  of  the  cihr  was  carried  out  to 
a  greater  extent  on  every  side;  and  K>r  this  reason  they 
hurried  on  the  work,  removing  every  thing  alike.  Themis- 
tocles  also  persuaded  them  to  build  the  remaining  walls  of  the 
Piraeus  (they  had  been  begun  by  him  before,  at  the  time  of 
his  oflSce  as  archon,  which  he  had  held  for  a  year  over  the 
Athenians),  thinking  that  the  site  was  a  fine  one,  as  it  e<m- 
tained  three  natural  harbors ;  ai^d  that  by  becoming  a  naval 
people  they  would  make  a  great  advance  toward  the  acqui- 
sition of  power.  For  he  was  the  first  who  ventured  to  tell  them 
that  they  must  apply  closely  to  the  sea ;  and  he  began  imme- 
diately to  assist  in  paving  the  way  for  their  empire.  It  was 
by  his  advice  that  they  built  the  waJls  of  that  thickness  which 
is  still  seen  round  the  Piraeus;  for  two  wagons  meeting 
each  other  brought  up  the  stones.  And  in  the  inside  th^e 
was  neither  rubble  nor  mortar,  but  large  and  square-cut  stones 
wrought  together,  clamped  on  the  outside  with  iron  and  lead. 
But  only  about  half  of  the  height  he  intended  was  finished. 
For  he  wished  by  their  great  dimensions  and  thickness  to  keep 
off  the  attacks  of  their  enemies ;  and  thought  that  the  protec- 
tion of  a  few,  and  those  the  least  efficient  troops,  would  be 
sufficient,  while  the  rest  would  go  on  board  their  rfiips.  For 
to  the  navy  he  paid  the  greatest  attention ;  seeing,  I  suppose, 
that  the  approach  of  the  king's  forces  against  tiiem  was  easier 
by  sea  th^  by  land :  and  he  considered  the  Piraeus  more  serv- 
iceable than  the  upper  city,  and  often  advised  the  Athenians, 
in  case  of  their  ever  being  hard  pressed  by  land,  to  go  down 
into  it,  and  defy  the  world  with  their  navy.  Thus  then  the 
Athenians  were  inclosed  with  walls,  and  began  to  furnish 
themselves  with  other  buildings  immediately  after  the  retreat 
of  the  Medes.  « 

94.  Now  Pausanias,  the  son  of  Cleombrotus,  was  sent  out 
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from  Lacedaemon  as  general  of  the  Greeks  with  twenty  ships 
from  the  Peloponnese ;  there  sailed  with  him  also  the  Athem'ans 
with  thirty  ships,  and  a  large  number  of  the  other  allies.  And 
they  made  an  expedition  against  Cyprus^  and  subdued  the 
greater  part  of  it ;  and  afterward  against  Byzantium,  of  which 
the  Medes  were  in  possession,  and  reduced  it  during  this  period 
of  his  command. 

96.  But  when  he  was  now  acting  with  violence,  the  rest  o^ 
(he  Greeks  were  offended,  and  especially  the  lonians,  and  such 
as  had  lately  been  liberated  from  the  king;  and  going  to 
the  Athenians,  they  begged  them  to  become  their  leaders,  o> 
the  ground  of  their  relationship ;  and  not  to  overlook  it  in 
Pausanias,  if  in  any  case  he  should  treat  them  with  violence. 
The  Athenians  received  their  proposals,  and  attended  to  them 
with  a  determination  not  to  overlook  it,  and  to  settle  all  other 
matters  as  naight  seem  best  to  them.  At  this  time  th^* 
Lacedaemonians  sent  for  Pausanias,  to  bring  him  to  account 
for  what  they  had  heard  of  him;  for*  many  charges  were 
brought  against  him  by  the  Greeks  who  came  to  them ;  and 
it  appeared  to  be  an  imitation  of  a  tyranny,  rather  than  the 
ccmimand  of  a  general.  It  happened  that  he  was  summoned 
at  the  very  time  the  allies,  through  their  hatred  of  him,  went 
over  and  ranged  themselves  with  the  Athenians,  except  the 
soldiers  from  the  Peloponnese.  So  when  he  came  to  Lace- 
daemon, he  was  censured  for  the  wrongs  he  had  done  to  any 
one  individually ;  but  was  acquitted,  as  not  guilty,  on  the  heav- 
iest charges.  (He  was  especially  accused  of  medizing,  and 
it  appeared  to  be  most  clearly  established).  Him  they  sent 
out  no  more  as  commander,  but  Dorcis  and  some  others  with 
him,  with  no  great  number  of  troops ;  but  the  allies  would  no 
longer  give  up  the  command  to  them.  On  finding  this,  they 
returned;  and  the  Lacedaemonians  sent  out  no  others  after 
them ;  fearing  that  they  might  find  those  who  wetit  abroad 
becoming  corrupted,  just  as  they  saw  in  the  case  of  Pausanias ; 
and  also  because  they  wished  to  be  rid  of  the  Median  war, 
and  considered  the  Athenians  competent  to  take  the  lead,  and 
well  disposed  toward  themselves  at  that  time. 

96.  The  Athenians  having  in  this  way  succeeded  to  the 
command  at  the  wish  of  the  allies,  owing  to  their  hatred  o! 
Pausanias,  arranged  which  of  the  states  were  to  frimish  money 

I  Literally,  "much  guilt  was  laid  to  his  charge." 
3* 
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against  the  barbarian,  and  wluob  of  them  ships:  for  their 
pretext  was  to  avenge  themselves  for  what  they  had  suffered, 
by  ravaging  the  king's  country.  And  the  office  of  treasurers- 
of-Greece  was  then  first  established  by  the  Athenians;  who 
received  the  tribute,  for  so  the  contributk>n-money  was  called. 
The  first  tribute  that  was  fixed  was  460  talents.  Their 
treasury  was  at  Delos,  and  their  meetings  were  held  in  the 


97.  Now  they  led  the  allies  at  first  as  possessing  independ- 
ence, and  deliberating  in  common  coundls ;  and  executed,  both 
in  the  field  and  in  their  adminii^tion  of  affairs,  between  this 
war  and  the  Median,  the  following  undertakings ;  which  were 
thieved  by  ihem  against  ihe  barbarian,  and  against  their  own 
innovating  allies,  and  those  of  the  Pelc^nnesians  who  from 
time  to  time  came  in  contact  with  them  in  each  matter.  I  have 
written  an  account  of  these  events,  and  made  this  digression 
from  my  history,  because  this  subject  was  omitted  by  all  bef<»re 
me ;  who  either  wrote  the  history  of  Greece*  before  the  Median 
war,  or  of  that  war  itself:  and  Hellanicus,  who  did  touch  on 
them  id  his  Attic  history,  menticmed  tlwm  but  briefly,  and 
not  accurately  with  regard  to  their  chronol(^.  Besides,  they 
also  afford  *  an  opportunity  of  showing  in  what  manner  the 
empire  of  the  Athenians  was  estabUshed. 

98.  In  the  first  place,  Eion  on  the  Strymon,  of  which  the 
Medes  were  in  possession,  was  taken  by  them  a^r  a  siege, 
and  reduced  to  slavery,  under  the  command  of  Cimon,  the  son 
of  Miltiades.  In  the  next  place,  Scyros,  the  island  in  the 
i%eaD  Sea,  which  was  inhabited  by  Dolopes,  wafi  reduced  to 
slavery,  and  colonized  by  themselves.  They  had  a  war  also 
with  the  Carystians,  without  the  rest  of  the  Eubceans  joining 
in  it ;  and  io  the  course  of  time  they  surrendered  on  ccmditions. 
With  the  Naxians,  who  had  revolted,'  they  afterward  waged 
war,  and  reduced  them  after  a  siege;  and  this  was  the  first 

*  For  an  explanation  of  f;te<,  in  the  sense  which  I  have  here  given  to 
it,  see  GoUer's  note  on  I.  9.  2. 

'  This  18  perhaps  too  strong  a  term  to  use  with  reference  to  this  early 
period  of  the  Athenian  sway,  in  which  dtplaraodai  more  properly  signi- 
fies "standmcf  aloof "  (or  "retiring"),  "from  the  confederacy."  I  have 
used  it,  however,  for  the  sake  of  uniformity ;  and  especially  as  it  is  im- 
possible to  fix  on  any  particular  part  of  the  history,  at  which  the  original 
verb  and  its  cognate  substantive  began  to  be  used  in  the  more  definite 
and  full  meaning  which  they  had  gradually  acquired. 
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^lied  city  that  was  subjugated  contrary  to  ike  agreement; 
then  the  rest,  as  eaeh  happened. 

99.  Nov  there  were  other  reasons  for  the  revolts,  but  the 
principal  were  arrears  of  tribute  and  ships,  and  failing  (if 
mj  did  so)  in  militarr  service ;  for  the  Aliienians  strictly 
exacted  these  things,  and  were  oflSsnsiFe,  by  unng  com- 
pulsion to  men  who  w^e  neither  accustomed  nor  willing 
to  do  hard  work.  In  some  other  respects  also  they  were  no 
Ibngw  liked  in  their  government,  as  they  had  been ;  and  while 
they  did  i^t  join  in  £e  service  on  ain  equal  fbodng,  at  the  same 
time  it  was  easy  for  them  tor  bring  to  subjection  mose  who  re* 
▼olted.  And  for  this  the  allies  tfaemsdves  were  to  blame ;  for 
owing  to  this  aversion  to  expeditions,  the  greater  part  of  tb^n, 
to  avoid  b^g  away  frcan  home,  agreed  to  contribute  money 
instead  of  ships  as  their  quota  of  ik&  expense ;  and  so  the  fleet 
of  the  Ath^ans  was  increased  from,  the  funds  which  ^ey  con- 
tributed, while  they  themselves,  whenever  they  revolted,  found 
themselves  unprepared  and  inexperienced  for  war. 

100.  After  this  was  fought  the  battle  at  the  river  Ihirymedon 
in  Famphylia,  both  by  land  and  sea,  between  the  Atheniians 
and  their  alHes  and  the  Medes ;  and  the  Athenians  were  vic- 
torious in  botii  engagements  on  the  same  day,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Cimon,  &e  son  of  Miltiades ;  and  took  and  destroyed 
in  all  two  hundred  triremes  of  the  PhoBnicims.  Some  time 
after  it  happened  that  the  Thasians  revolted  from  t^em,  having 
quarreled  about  the  marts  on  the  opposite  coast  of  Thrace 
and  the  mine  (rf  which  they  were  in  possession.  And  the 
Atlienians,  having  sailed  witii  their  fleet  to  Thasos,  gained 
the  victory  in  a  sea-^ht,  and  made  a  descent  on  their  land. 
About  the  same  time  they  sent  ten  thousand  settlors  of  iheir 
own  citizens  and  the  allies  to  the  Strymon,  to  colonize  what 
was  then  caBed  the  Nine  Ways,  but  now  Amphipdis ;  and  they 
made  themselves  masters  of  the  Nine  Ways,  which  was  held 
by  the  Edones ;  but  having  advanced  into  the  interior  of  Thrace, 
were  cut  off'  at  Drabescus,  a  town  of  the  Edones,  by  the  united 
Thracians,  by  whom  the  settlement  of  the  town  of  Nine  Ways 
was  regarded  with  hostility. 

101.  The  Thasians,  having  been  conquered  in  some  engage- 
ments, and  being  invested,  called  the  Lacedaemonians  to  their 
aid,  and  desired  that  they  would  assist  them  by  invading  Attica. 
They  promised  to  do  so,  without  letting  the  Athenians  know, 
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and  intended  it ;  biit  were  prevented  by  the  earthquake  which 
took  place ;  on  which  occasion  also  tney  saw  the  Helots,  and 
the  Thorians  and  (Ethieans  amon^  the  PericBci,^  establish  them- 
selves in  revolt  at  Ithome.'  Most  of  the  Helots  were  the  de- 
scendants of  the  old  Messenians  who  were  enslaved  at  ^at  time 
[with  which  all  are  acauainted'] :  and  for  this  reason  the  whole 
body  of  them  were  called  Messenians.  A  war  then  was  com- 
menced by  the  Lacedaemonians  against  those  in  Ithome :  and 
the  Thasians  in  the  third  year  of  the  siege  came  to  terms  with 
the  Athenians,  throwing  down  their  w«Jl,  and  delivering  up 
their  ships,  and  agreeing  both  to  pay  unmediately  the  sum  of 
money  required,  and  to  pay  tribute  in  future,  and  surrendering 
their  mainland  towns  and  the  mine. 

102.  The  Lacedaemonians,  when  they  found  the  war  against 
those  in  Ithome  proloi^ed,  caHled  their  allies  to  their  aid,  and 
the  Athenians  also ;  who  went  under  the  command  of  Oimon 
with  no  small  force.  They  asked  their  aid,  because  they  were 
considered  to  be  skillful  in  conducting  sieges :  whereas  in  them- 
selves, from  the  siege  having  been  so  protracted,  there  seemed 
to  be  a  deficiency  of  this  skill ;  for  else  they  would  have  taken 
the  place  by  assault  It  was  from  this  expedition  that  the  first 
open  quarrel  arose  between  the  Lacedaemonians  and  Athenians. 
For  the  Lacedaemonians,  when  the  place  was  not  taken  by 
storm,  fearing  the  boldness  and  innovating  spirit  of  the  Athe- 
nians— and  moreover  considering  that  they  were  of  a  different 
race  from  themselves — ^lest,  if  they  remained,  they  might  at  the 
persuasion  of  those  in  Ithome  attempt  some  revolution,  dis- 
missed them  alone  of  all  the  allies ;  not  letting  their  suspicion 
appear,  but  saying  that  they  w^e  no  longer  in  any  need  of 
them.  The  Athenians,  however,  knew  that  they  were  dismissed, 
not  on  the  more  creditable  reason  assigned,  but  from  some 
suspicion  having  arisen :  and  considering  it  hard  usage,  and 
not  thinking  tluit  they  deserved  to  be  so  treated  by  the  Lace- 
daemonians, immediately  on  their  return  they  broke  off  the 
alliance  which  they  had  made  with  them  against  the  Mede, 
and  became  allies  of  the  Argives,  their  enemies.  The  same 
oaths  also  were  taken,  and  the  same  alliance  made  by  both 
"with  the  Thessalians. 

*  i.  e.  the  inhabitants  of  the  districts  adjacent  to  the  capital ;  or  th« 
dependent  Achsuan  population  of  Laconia  in  general,  as  distinct  from  their 
Dorian  conquerors,  the  Spartans.  For  a  fuller  account  of  them  see  Arnold's 
note,  and  Appendix  2.  2  See  note  on  ch.  Si,  2. 

■  These  words,  explanatory  of  the  rorej  are  adopted  from  (JoUer. 
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103.  Thoae  in  Ithome,  in  the  tenth  year,  when  they  could 
hdd  out  no  longer,  surrendered  to  the  Lacedaemonians  on 
condition  of  their  going  out  of  the  Pelc^nnese  under  truce, 
and  never  setting  loot  on  it  again ;  and  that  if  any  one  were 
caught  doing  so,  he  should  be  the  slave  of  him  who  caught 
him.  The  Laoedsemonians  had  also  before  this  a  Pythian  re- 
sponse made  to  them,  ^^to  let  go  the  suppliant  of  Jupiter  at 
Ithome."  So  they  went  out,  themselves  and  their  children, 
and  their  wives;  and  the  Ath^ans  recmved  them,  on  the 
strength  of  the  hatred  they  now  fdt  for  ilie  Lacedaemonians, 
and  settled  them  at  Naupactus,  which  they  had  lately  taken 
from  the  Locri  OzolaB  who  held  it  The  Megareans  also 
came  over  into  alliance  wilii  the  Athenians,  having  revolted 
from  the  Laceda^KHiians,  because  the  Corinthians  were  press- 
ing them  with  war  about  the  boundaries  of  their  territory. 
And  the  Athenians  received  possession  of  Megara  and  Pegae, 
and  built  for  the  Messenians  the  long  walls  from  the  city  to 
Nisaea,  and  themselves  manned  them.  And  it  was  chiefly 
from  this  that  their  excessive  hatred  of  the  Athenians  first 
began  to  be  felt  by  the  Corinthians. 

104.  Now  Inarus,  the  son  of  Psammetichus,  the  Libyan 
king  of  the  Libyans,  bordering  on  Egypt,  having  his  head- 
quarters at  Maraea,  the  city  above  Pharos,  caused  the  greater 
part  of  E^3^  to  revolt  from  king  Artaxerxes,  and  being 
himself  m^e  ruler  of  it,  invited  the  Athenians  to  his  aid. 
They,  happening  to  be  engaged  in  an  exhibition  against  Cy- 
prus with  two  hundred  sfips  of  their  own  and  of  the  allies, 
left  Cyprus  and  came  to  him ;  and  having  sailed  up  from  the 
sea  into  the  Nile,  and  being  masters  of  the  river  and  two 
thirds  of  Memphis,  proceeded  to  hostilities  against  the  third 
division,  which  is  called  the  White-castle,  and  in  which  were 
those  of  the  Persians  and  Medes  who  had  fled  there  for  ref- 
uge, and  those  of  the  Egyptians  who  had  not  joined  in  the 
revolt 

105.  The  Athenians,  having  with  their  fleet  made  a  descent 
on  Haliae,  had  a  battle  with  Uie  Corinthians  and  Epidaurians, 
and  the  Corinthians  gained  the  victory.  Afterward  the 
Athenians  had  a  sea-fight  with  the  fleet  of  the  Peloponnesians 
off  Cecryphalea,  and  the  Athenians  gained  the  victory.  After 
this,  war  having  been  commenced  by  the  Athenians  on  the 
.^S^netans,  a  great  sea-fight  took  place  off  ji^na,  between 
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^e  Athenians  and  tlie  ^<^%ineians,  and  the  allies  were  present 
on  both  sides;  and  the  Ath^iians  gained  the  < victory,  and 
having  taken  seventy  of  t^eir  ships^  made  a  descent  on  the 
country,  and  besieged  them,  under  the  command  of  Leocrates, 
the  son  of  Strsebus,  Then  the '  Peloponnesians,  wishing  to  as- 
sist the  iEginetans,  sent  over  to  j£^Ba  three  hundred  heavy- 
arm^d,  whp  were  before  ausdliaries  of  the  CorintJiians  and 
Epidaui^ns.  And  the  0»inthians  with  their  allies  seized 
the  heights  of  Geranea,  and  marched  down  into  the  Megarid, 
thinking  that  the  Athenian  would  be  uniable  to  istaCGor  ihe 
Megareans,  while  a  large  fm*ce  was  absent  at  J&g^nsL  and  in 
Egypt ;  but  that  if  they  did  assist  them,  they  womd  raise  the 
siege  of  /Egina.  The  Athenians,  however,  did  not  remove 
the  army  that  was  at  ./^ina,  but  the  oldest  and  the  youngest 
of  those  who  had  been  left  behind  in  the  city  came  to  Megara 
under  the  command  of  Mynmides.  After  an  indecisive  bat- 
tle had  been  fought  with  the  Corinthians,  they  separated,  each 
side  thinking  that  they  had  not  had  the  worst  in  the  action. 
And  the  Athenians  (for  they  notwithstanding,  had  the  advan- 
tage rather  [than  their  opponents])  on  tVe  departure  c^  the 
Corinthians  erected  a  trophy;  but  the  Corinthians,  being  re- 
proached by  the  elder  men  in  the  city,  made  preparations  for 
about  twelve  days  after,  and  went  out  and  proceeded  to  set  up 
a  counter-tro{^y  on  their  side  also,  as  having  been  victorious. 
And  the  Athenians,  having  sallied  out  from  Megara,  cut  to 
pieces  those  who  were  erecting  the  trophy,  and  engaged  and 
defeated  the  rest 

106.  The  conquered  forces  conunenced  a  retreat;  and  a 
considerable  division  of  them  being  hard  pressed  and  having 
missed  their  way,  rushed  into  a  field  belonging  to  a  private 
person,  which  had  a  deep  trench  inclosing  it,  and  there  was 
no  road  out.  The  Athenians,  perceiving  this,  hemmed  them 
in  with  heavy-armed  in  front,  and  having  placed  their  light- 
armed  all  round,  stoned  to  death  all  wHo  had  gone  in ;  and 
this  was  a  severe  blow  for  the  Corin^ians.  The  main  body 
of  their  army  returned  home. 

107.  About  this  time  the  Athenians  began  also  to  build 
their  long  walls  down  to  the  sea,  both  that  to  Phalerus,  and 
that  to  Piraeus.     And  the  Phocians  having  marched  against 

*  i.  6.  Notwithstanding  the  claim  to  it  made  by  the  Corinthians. 
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ih&  Dorians,  the  mother-eoimfiy  of  the  Laceiaemonlans, 
{whose  tt^wns  were]  Boeum,  and  Citmhim,  and  Ennetim,  and 
haying  taken  one  of  these  places,  the  L^cedsenKmians  under 
the  cotnnaand  ci  Nicomedes,  the  son  of  Cleombrotus,  in  the 
stead  of  Pleistoanax,  son  of  Pausanias,  who  y/fas  yet  a  minor, 
went  to  the  aid  of  the  Dorians  with  fifteen  hundred  heavy- 
anned  of  their  own,  and  ten  thousand  of  the  allies ;  and  having 
compelled  the  Phocians  to  restore  the  town  on  ceitain  condi- 
tions, thejr  proceeded  to  return  back.  Now  by  sea,  if  they 
should  wish  to  ^oss  over  the  Orisssean  Gulf,  the  Athenians 
were  ready  to  stop  them,  having  sailed  round  with  a  fleet : 
while  the  march  over  Geranea  did  not  appear  safe  for  them, 
as  the  Athenians  were  in  possession  of  Megara  and  Pegse. 
For  Geranea  was  both  [naturally]  difficult  to  cross,  and  was 
continually  guarded  by  the  Athaiians  :  and  at  that  time  they 
knew  they  were  going  to  stop  them  that  way,  as  well  [as 
by  seaj.  So  they  determined  to  wait  in  Boeotia,  and  see  in 
what  way  they  might  march  across  more  safely.  They  were 
also  in  some  measure  urged  to  ^is  in  secret  by  certain  of 
the  Athenians,  who  hoped  to  put  a  stop  to  the  deiiiocracy,  and 
to  th^  long  walls  that  were  building.  But  the  Athenians  sal- 
lied out  i^ainst  them  with  all  their  citizens,  and  a  thousand 
Argives,.  and  the  several  contingents  of  the  other  allies, 
amounting  in  all  to  fourteen  thousand.  Hiey  marched  against 
tliem  because  they  thought  they  were  at  a  loss  how  to  effect 
a  passage,  and  in  some  measure  also  from  a  suspicion  of  the 
democracy  being  put  down.  The  Athenians  were  also  joined, 
in  accordance  with  the  treaty,  hj  a  thousand  horse  of  the 
The$salians,  who  went  over  during  the  action  to  the  Lace- 
daemonians. 

108.  A  battle  having  been  fought  at  Tanagra  in  Boeotia, 
the  Lacedsemonians  and  their  allies  were  victorious,  and  there 
was  much  bloodshed  on  both  sides.  And  the  Lacedaemonians, 
after  going  into  the  Megarid,  and  cutting  down  the  fruit  trees, 
returned  back  home  across  Geranea  and  the  isthmus:  while 
the  Athenians,  on  the  sixty-second  day  after  the  battle,  march- 
ed, under  the  command  of  Myronides,  against  the  Boeotians, 
•  and  having  defeated  them  at  an  engagement  at  (Enophyta, 
made  themselves  masters  of  the  country  of  Boeotia  and 
PhociS|  and  demolished  the  wall  of  the  Tanagrseans,  and 
took  from  the  Opuntian  Locrians  their  richest  hundred  mep 
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as  hostages,  and  finished  their  own  long  walls.  The  -^Egine- 
tans  also  after  this  surrendered  on  condition  to  the  Athenians, 
demolishing  their  walls,  and  giving  up  their  ships,  and' agree- 
ing to  pay  tribute  in  future.  And  the  Athenians  sailed  round 
the  Peloponnese  under  the  command  of  Tolmides,  the  son  of 
Tolmaeus,  and  burned  the  arsenal  of  the  Lacedaemonians,  and 
took  Ohalcis,  a  city  of  the  Corinthians,  and  defeated  the 
Sicyonians  in  a  battle  during  a  descent  which  they  made  on 
their  land. 

109.  The  Athenians  in  Egypt  and  their  allies  Were  still 
remaining  there,  and  hostilities  assumed  many  different  phases 
with  them.  For  at  first  the  Athenians  were  masters  of 
E^ypt;  and  the  king  sent  Megabazus,  a  Per»an,  to  Lace- 
daemon  with  a  sum  of  money,  that  he  might  cause  the  recall 
of  the  Athenians  from  E^pt  by  the  Pelc^nnesians  being 
persuaded  to  invade  Attica.  But  when  he  did  not  succeed, 
and  the  money  was  being  spent  to  no  purpose,  Megabazus 
with  the  remainder  of  it  went  back  to  Asia;  and  he  sent 
Megabyzus,  son  of  Zopyrus,  a  Persian,  with  a  large  force; 
who,  having  arrived  by  land,  defeated  the  Egyptians  and 
their  allies  in  a  battle,  and  drove  the  Greeks  out  of  Mem- 
phis, and  at  last  shut  them  up  in  the' island  of  Prosopis,  and 
besieged  them  in  it  a  year  and  six  months,  till  by  draining 
the  canal  and  turning  off  the  water  by  another  course,  he  left 
their  ships  on  dry  ground,  and  joined  most  of  the  island  to  the 
mainland,  and  crowed  over  and  took  it  on  foot 

110.  Thus  the  cause  of  the  Greeks  was  ruined,  after  a 
war  of  six  years  :  and  only  a  few  of  many  marched  through 
Libya  and  escaped  to  Gyrene,  while  most  of  them  perished. 
So  Egypt  again  came  under  the  power  of  the  king,  excepting 
Amyrtaeus,  the  king  in  the  marshes,  whom  they  could  not 
take  owin^  to  the  extent  of  the  fen ;  and  besides,  the  marsh- 
men  are  we  most  warlike  of  the  Eigyptians.  As  for  Inarus, 
the  king  of  the  Libyans,  who  had  concocted  the  whole 
business  respecting  Egypt,  he  was  taken  by  treachery  and 
crucified.  Moreover,  fifty  triremes  that  were  sailing  to  Egypt 
from  Athens  and  the  rest  of  the  confederacy  to  relieve 
their  former  force,  put  in  to  shore  at  the  Mendesian  branch, 
knowing  nothing  of  what  had  happened  :  and  the  land  forces 
falling  on  them  ftx>m  the  shore,  and  the  fleet  of  the  Phoenicians 
by  sea,  destroyed  the  greater  piart  of  the  ships:  the  smaller 
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part  escaped  back.    Thus  ended  the  great  expedition  of  the 
Athenians  and  their  allies  to  Egypt 

111.  Now  Orestes,  son  of  Echecratidas,  king  of  the  Thes- 
salians,  being  banished  from  Thessaly,  persuaded  the  Athe- 
nians to  restore  him :  and  taking  with  them  the  Boeotians  and 
Phocians,  who  were  their  alBes,  the  Athenians  marched 
against  Phansalus  in  Thessalj.  And  they  were  masters  of 
the  country,  as  far  as  they  could  be  so  without  advancing  far 
from  their  camp'  (for  the  carahy  of  the  lliessalians  kept  them 
in  dieek),  but  did  not  take  the  city,  nor  succeed  in  any  other 
of  the  designs  with  which  they  made  the  expedition ;  but 
ihey  return^  with  Orestes  without  effecting  any  thing.  Not 
long  after  this,  one  thousand  Athenians  having  embarked  in 
the  ships  that  were  at  Pegae  (for  they  were  themselvei^  in 
possession  of  that  port),  coasted  along  to  Sicyon,  under  the 
command  of  Pericles,  son  of  Xanthippus,  and  landed,  and  de- 
feated those  of  the  Sicycmians  who  met  them  in  battle.  And 
inmiediately  taking  with  them  the  Achseans,  and  sailing 
across,  they  turned  their  arms  against  (Eniadse  in  Acamania, 
and  besieged  it ;  they  did  not,  however,  take  it,  but  returned, 
home. 

112.  Subsequently,  afl^r  an  interval  of  three  years,  a  truce 
for  five  years  was  made  between  the  Peloponnesians  and  Athe- 
nians. So  the  Athenians  ceased  from  prosecuting  the  war  in 
Greece,  but  made  an  expedition  against  Cyprus  with  two  hun- 
dred ships  of  their  own  and  of  the  allies,  under  the  conmiand 
of  Cimon ;  sixty  of  which  sailed  from  them  to  Egypt,  being 
sent  for  by  AmyrtsBus,  the  king  in  the  marshes ;  while  the 
rest  besieged  Citium.  Cimon  having  died,  and  there  being  a 
dearth  of  provisions,  they  retired  from  Citium ;  and  while  sail- 
ing off  Salamis  in  Cyprus,  they  fought  both  by  sea  and  land  at 
the  same  time  with  the  Phoenicians  and  Silicians ;  and  having 
conquered  in  }K>th  engagements,  returned  home,  and  with  them 
the  ships  that  had  come  back  from  %ypt  After  this,  the 
Lacedaemonians  waged  what  is  called  Uie  sacred  war,  and 
having  taken  possession  of  the  temple  at  Delphi,  gave  it  up  to 
the  I>3lphians :  and  the  Athenians  again  afterward,  on  their 

'  Literally,  ^'from  their  arms"  i.  e,j  the  place  where  their  spears  and 
shields  were  piled. — ^Arnold  observes  that  ofra  firj^  like  bTL  fifj^  ure^  ola, 
etc.,  has  grown  by  usage  into  a  complete  adverb,  so  as  to  have  lost  all 
the  grammatical  construction  which  5aa  would  require  as  an  adjective. 
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retiring,  xoarched  and  took  possession  c^  it,  and  restored  it  to 
the  Phocians. 

.  113.  Some  time  having  elapsed  after  these  things,  the 
Boeotian  exiles  being  in  possession  of  Orchomenns,  Ohseronea, 
and  some  other  places  m  Bceotia,  the  Athenisms,  under; the 
eommand  of  Tolmides,  son  of  Tohmeus,  marched  with  one 
thousand  heavy-armed  of  their  own  and  the  several  oontin* 
gents  of  the  alHes,  against  tii^se  places ;  for  they  wore  hostile  to 
|hem.  Having  taken  Chseronea,  [and  reduced  it  to  slav^,*] 
they  were  retiring,  after  placing  a  gsirnson  in  it.  But  as  they 
were  on  their  march,  the  Boeotian  exiles  from  Orehomenus, 
and  with  them  some  Docrians  and  exiles  of  the  Euboesns, 
and  all  that  were  of  the  same  views,  attacked  them  at  Coro- 
naea,  and,  having  defeated  them  in  battle  dew  some  of  the 
Ath^iiaas,  and  took  others  of  them  alive.  So  the  Atheni- 
ans evacuated  all  Boeotia,  having  made  peace  en  conditions  of 
recovering  tiieir  men.  And  the  exiles  o£  the  Boeotians  were 
restored,  and  they  and  all  the  rest  became  independent  again. 

114,  Not  long  after  this,  £uboea  revolted  from  the  Athe- 
nian? ;  and  when  Pericles  had  already  crossed  over  to  it  with 
an  army  of  Athenians,  news  was  brought  him  that  Megara 
had  revolted;  tiiat  the  Peloponnesians  were  on  the  point  of  in- 
vading Attica ;  and  that  the  Athenian  garrison  had  been  put  to 
the  sword  by  the  Megareans,  except  as  many  as  had  escaped 
to  Nisaea.  Now  the  Megareans  had  revolted,  after  codling  to 
their  ^d  the  Corinthians,  and  Sicyonians,  and  Epidaurians. 
Bo  Pericles  took  the  army  back  from  Euboea  as  quickly  as 
possible.  .  After  this  the  Pelopennesians  made  an  incur- 
sion as  far  as  Eleusis  and  Thrium,  and  ravaged  the  country, 
under  the  command  of  Pleii^x>anax,  the  son  of  Pausanias,  king 
of  the  Lacedaemonians;  and  without  advancing  any  farther 
they  returned  home.  Aud  the  Athenians  having  again  crossed 
over  to  Euboea  under  tl»  command  of  Pericles,  subdued  the 
whole  of  it,  and  settled  the  rest  of  the  island  by  treaty ;  but 
the  Histiaeans  they  expelled  from  their  homes,  and  held  the 
territory  themselves. 

115.  Having  returned  from  Euboea,  not  long  after  they 
made  a  truce  with  the  Lacedaemonians  and  their  allies  for 
thirty   years,   giving    back    Nissea,   Pegae,   Troezen,   Achaia ; 

"  Poppo  and  GroUer  omit  these  words ;  Bekker  and  Arnold  put  them 
in  brackets.  .. 
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far  of  these  places  in  the  Pelopoaaese  the  Athenians  were 
in  possession.  Now  in  the  sixth  year  a  war  broke  out  be- 
tween the  Samians  and  Milesians  about  Priene ;  and  the  Mi- 
lesians being  worsted  in  the  war  went  to  the  Athenians,  and 
reused  an  outcry  against  the  Samians ;  some  private  individuals 
from  Samos  itself  taking  part  with  them,  from  a  wish  to 
effect  a  revolution  in  the  government.  The  Athenians  there- 
fore sailed  to  Samos  with  forty  ships,  and  estabh^ed  a  de- 
mocracy ;  and  taking  as  hostages  from  the  Samians  fifty  .boys 
and  as  many  men,  deported  them  in  Lemnos,  and  after  leaving 
a  garrison  in  the  island,  withdrew.  But  the  exiles  of  the  Sa- 
mi^is  (for  there  were  some  who  did  not  remain  in  the  island, 
but  fled  to  the  pontin^it)  having  made  arrangements  with  the 
most  powerful  of  those  in  the  city,  and  an  alliance  with 
Hsuthn^  the  son  oi  Hystaspes,  who  had  the  satrapy  of  Sardis, 
at  that  tiscve,  and  having  collected  auxiliaries  to  the  number 
of  seven  hundred,  crossed  over  to  Samos  toward  night,  and  in 
the  first  place  rose  up  against  the  commons,  and  secured 
most  of  them ;  then,  having  secretly  removed  their  hostages 
from  Lemnos,  they  revolted,  and  gave  up  to  Pisuthnes  the 
garrison  and  its  commanders  that  were  with  them,  and  imme- 
diately prepared  to  go  against  Miletus.  The  Byzantines  also 
revolted  with  them. 

116.  The  Athenians,  when  they  were  aware  of  it,  sailed 
with  sixty  ships  for  San^os^  but  did  not  use  sixteen  of  them 
(for  some  were  gone  toward  Caria  to  look  out  for  the  Phoe- 
nician fleet;  others  toward  Chios  and  Lesbos,  carrying 
about  orders  to  bring  rdnforcements);  with  forty-four,  how- 
ever, under  the  command  of  Pericles  and  nine  others,  they 
fought  a  battle  near  the  island  of  Tr^a  with  seventy  ships 
of  the  Samiwis,  twenty  of  which  were  transports  (they  all 
happened  to  be  sailing  from  Miletus),  and  the  Athenians  were 
victorious.  Afterward  there  came  to  them  a  reinforcement 
of  forty  ships  from  Athens,  and  ^ve  and  twenty  from  Chios 
and  Lesbos;  imd  when  they  had  disembarked,  and  had  the 
superiority  in  land  forces,  diey  invested  the  city  with  three 
walls,  and  blockaded  it  by  sea  at  the  same  time.  Then 
Pericles  took  sixty  ships  of  the  blockading  squadroD,  and 
went  as  quickly  as  possible  in  the  direction  of  Caunus  and 
Caria,  news  having  been  brought  that  the  Phoenician  fleet  was 
sailing  against  them:  for  there  had  ^so  gone  from  Samos 
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Stesagoras  and  some  others  with  five  ships  to  fetch  those  of 
the  Phoenicians. 

117.  At  this  time  the  Samians,  having  suddenly  sallied  out^ 
fell  on  the  unprotected  camp,  and  destroyed  the  guard-ships, 
and  in  a  sea-fight  defeated  those  that  put  out  against  them, 
and  were  masters  of  the  sea  along  their  coasts  about  fourteen 
days,  carrying  in  and  out  what  they  pleased.  But  on  the  ar- 
rival of  Pericles  they  were  again  closely  blockaded  by  the 
fleet  Afterward  there  came  reinforcements,  of  forty  ships 
with  Thucydides,  Hagnon,  and  Phormio,  and  twenty  with 
Tlepolemus  and  Antides,  from  Athens,  and  of  thirty  ftom 
Chios  and  Lesbos.  Against  these  the  Samians  fou^t  a 
short  battle  by  sea,  but  being  unable  to  hold  out,  were  re- 
duced in  the  ninth  month,  and  surrendered  on  conditions; 
dismantling  their  wall,  and  giving  hostages,  and  dehvering 
up  their  ships,  and  agreeing  to  pay  back  by  installments  the 
expenses  of  the  war.  The  Byzantines  also  agreed  to  be  sub- 
ject as  befora 

118.  After  these  things,  though  not  many  years  later,  what 
we  have  before  narrated  now  took  place,  namely,  the  affair  of 
Corcyra,  and  that  of  Potidaea,  and  whatever  was  made  a  pre- 
text for  this  war.  All  these  things  that  the  Greeks  performed 
against  one  another  and  the  barbarian,  occurred  in  about 
fifty  years,  between  the  retreat  of  Xerxes  and  the  beginning  of 
this  war :  in  the  course  of  which  the  Athenians  established  their 
empire  on  a  firmer  footing,  and  themselves  advanced  to  a  great 
pitch  of  power ;  while  the  Lacedaemonians,  though  they  per- 
ceived it,  did  not  try  to  stc^  them,  except  for  a  short  time,  but 
remained  quiet  the  greater  part  of  the  period.  For  even  before 
this  they  were  not  quick  in  proceeding  to  hostiUties,  imless  they 
were  compelled ;  and  to  a  certain  extent  also  they  were  hin- 
dered by  intestine  wars  ;*  until  the  power  of  the  Athenians  was 
clearly  rising  to  a  dangerous  height,  and  they  were  encroach- 
ing on  their  confederacy.  Then,  however,  they  considered  it 
no  longer  endurable,  but  were  of  opinion  that  they  ought  with 
the  greatest  resolution  to  attack  their  power,  and  overthrow  it, 
if  they  could,  by  commencing  this  war.  Now  the  Lacedaemo- 
nians themselves  had  decided  that  the  treaty  had  been  broken, 
and  that  the  Athenians  were  guilty ;  but  they  sent  to  Delphi 
and  inquired  of  the  god,  whether  it  would  be  better  for  them 

*  He  seems  to  refer  especiallj  to  the  revolt  of  the  Helots. 
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if  they  went  to  war :  and  he  answered  them,  as  it  is  reported, 
that  if  they  carried  on  the  war  with  all  their  might,  they  would 
gain  the  victory ;  and  said  that  he  would  himself  take  part  with 
Siem,  whether  called  upon  or  not 

119.  Still  they  wished  to  sununon  the  allies  again,  and 
put  it  to  the  vote  whether  they  i^ould  go  to  war.  When 
the  embassadors  had  come  from  the  confederates,  and  an  as- 
sembly had  been  held,  the  others  said  what  they  wished,  most 
of  them  accusing  the  Athenians,  and  demanding  that  war 
should  be  declared ;  and  the  Corinthians,  who  had  even  be- 
fore begged  them  each  separately,  state  by  state,  to  vote  for 
the  war — ^being  ainid  for  Potidaea,  lest  it  should  be  destroyed 
first — and  who  were  present  then  also,  came  forward  last,  and 
spoke  as  follows : 

120.  *'We  can  no  longer,  allies,  find  fault  with  the  Lace- 
daemonians, as  not  having  both  themselves  voted  for  war,  and 
now  brou^t  us  together  for  this  purpose :  *  [though  we  should 
have  blamed  them  if  they  had  not  done  sol.  For  it  is  the 
duty  of  leaders,  while  they  conduct  their  pnvate  affairs  on  a 
footing  of  equidity,  to  provide  for  the  interests  of  all ;  as  they 
are  also  in  other  respects  honored  above  all.  Now  as  many 
of  us  as  have  already  had  any  dealings  with  the  Athenians 
require  no  warning  to  beware  of  them ;  but  those  who  live 
more  in  the  interior,  and  not  in  the  highway  of  communica- 
tion, ought  to  know,  that  if  they  do  not  defend  those  on  the 
coast,  they  will  find  the  carrying  down  of  their  produce  [for 
exportation]  more  difficult,  and  the  procuring  again  of  those 
things  which  the  sea  affords  to  the  mainland ;  and  they  ought 
not  to  be  indifferent  judges  of  what  is  now  said,  as  though  it 
did  not  affect  them,  but  to  consider  that  some  time  or  other, 
if  they  should  sacrifice  the  towns  on  the  coast,  the  danger 
would  reach  even  to  them ;  and  that  they  are  now  consulting 
for  themselves  no  less  [than  for  others].  And  for  this  reason 
they  ought  not  to  shrink  fi'om  passing  to  war  instead  of  peace. 
For  it  is  the  part  of  prudent  men,  indeed,  to  remain  quiet, 
should  they  not  be  injured;  but  of  brave  men,  when  in- 
jured, to  go  from  peace  to  war ;  and  when  a  good  opportunity 

*  The  yap  in  the  succeeding  words,  XP^  7^P  fo^C  ijyefiova^^  refers  to  a 
suppressed  sentence :  "  We  can  not  now  blame  them ;  but  had  they  acted 
differently,  we  should  have  had  a  right  to  blame  them ;  for  those  who 
command  others  should  provide  for  the  wel&re  of  others.** — Arnold. 
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offers,  to  come  to  an  understanding  again  from  hostilitieB ;  and 
neither  to  be  elated  by  their  success  in  war,  nor  to  brook  in- 
jury through  being  charmed  with  the  quiet  of  peace.  For  he 
who  shrinks  from  this  course  for  lore  ci  pleasure,  would  most 
quickly  be  deprived  of  the  delights  of  indolence,  for  which  he 
shrinks  from  it,  should  he  remain  quiet ;  and  he  who  in  war 
becomes  grasping  through  success,  does  not  reflect  that  he  is 
buoyed  up  by  a  confidence  that  can  not  be  trusted.  For  many 
measOTes,  though  badly  planned,  have  yet  succeeded,  through' 
the  adversary  heing  still  worse  advised ;  and  still  more  have 
there  been  which,  though  seeming  to  be  well  arranged,  have 
on  the  contrary  come  to  a  (ttjgraceful  issue.  For  no  one* 
conceives  his  plans  with  [only]  the  same  degree  of  confidence 
as  he  carries  them  out  in  action ;  but  we  form  our  opinions  in 
security,  [and  therefore  with  assurance;]  Avhereas  we  Ml  in 
action  through  fear. 

121.  "Now  as  for  ourselves,  we  are  at  the  present  time 
preparing  for  war  because  we  are  injured,  and  have  sufficient 
grounds  of  complaint ;  and  when  we  have  avenged  ourselves  on 
the  Athenians,  we  will  lay  it  down  again  in  good  time.  And 
for  many  reasons  it  is  likely  that  we  should  have  the  advantage ; 
first,  as  we  are  superior  in  numbers  and  military  experience ;  and 
secondly  as  we  all  proceed  with  equal  obedience  to  do  what  we 
are  ordered.  And  for  a  fleet,  in  which  they  are  so  strong  we  will 
equip  one  from  the  property  we  severally  possess,  and  from  the 
money  at  Delphi  and  Olympia ;  for  by  contracting  a  loan  of  that 
we  shall  be  able,  by  means  of  higher  pay,  to  rob  them  of  their 
foreign  sailors.  For  the  power  of  the  Athenians  is  mercenary, 
rather  than  native :  but  ours  would  be  less  exposed  to  this,  as 

*  See  note  on  I.  32.  3. 

2  I  have  followed  Groller's  reading  of  dfioia ;  Arnold  prefers  djuota,  con- 
sidering it  as  dependent  on  the  two  verbs  hOvfielraL  and  inE^epx^fat. 
"  What  we  speculate  on  in  our  expectations,  and  what  we  aocomplish  in 
our  practice,  are  wholly  different  from  each  other."  My  chief  reason  for 
preferring  the  former  interpretation  ia>  that  the  article  is  only  used  with 
nlareL,  and  not  with  both  nouns,  as  I  think  it  usually  is  in  other  passa- 
ges, where  there  is  so  marked  an  opposition  between  them :  e,  g.l.  71.  L 
01  av  T^  fitv  irapaoKevy  SUaia  Trpuaaaaij  ry  S^  yvufiy.  k.  r.  A.  XL  11.  6. 
XP^  i^  del  ev  ry  iro^efiiaj  ry  (ttv  yv6fiij  6ap(ja?.eovc  arpareveiVy  r^  d^ 
ipya  Sediorac  irapaoKevateadaL  Unless  it  is  omitted  in  both  oases,  as  I. 
85.  6.  rdc  rcJv  itolefxiuv 'KapaoKevag  Tutyt^  KokCi^  fiefi^fievoi  .dvoftoioc  ' 
tpyifi  eve^ievaL,  For  other  instances  of  ofioToc  with  the  force  hero  given 
to  it,  see  note  on  ch.  33.  5. 
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it  is  strong  in  men  more  than  in  money.  And  by  one  victory 
[gained  by  us]  in  a  sea-fight,  in  all  probability  they  are  ruin- 
ed ;  but  shohld  they  hold  out,  we  too  shall  have  more  time  for 
studying  naval  matters;  and  when  we  have  put  our  skill 
on  an  equal  footing  with  theirs,  in  courage,  we  shall  most  cer- 
tainly excel  them.  For  the  advantage  whidi  we  possess  by 
nature  can  not  be  acquired  by  them  t&ough  letffning ;  whereas 
the  superiority  which  they  have  in  point  of  skill  may  be  at- 
tained by  us  through  practice.  And  to  have  money  for  this 
purpose,  we  will  raise  contributions;  or  strange  were  it,  if 
their  allies  should  not  refuse  to  contribute  it  for  thw  own 
slavery,  while  we  would  not  spend  it  to  be  avenged  on  our 
enemies,  and  to  save  ourselves  at  the  same  time,  and  to  avoid 
suffering  by  means  of  this  very  money,*  through  having  it  taken 
from  us  by  them. 

122.  **  We  have  also  other  ways  of  carrying  on  war,  such 
as  causing  their  allies  to  revolt  (which  is  the  most  effectual 
mode  of  taking  from  them  the  revenues  in  which  they  are  so 
strong),  and*  raising  works  to  annoy  their  country ;  with  other 
filings  which  one  could  not  now  foresee.  For  war  least  of 
all  things  proceeds  on  definite  principles,  but  adopts  most  of  its 
contrivances  from  itself  to  suit  the  occasion :  in  the  course  of 
which  he  that  deals  with  it  with  good  temper  is  more  secure ; 
while  he  that  engages  in  it  with  passion  makes  the  greater  failure; 
Let  us  reflect  also,  that  if  we  were  severally  engaged  in  [only] 
quarrels  with  our  equals  about  boundaries  of  territory,  it  might 
be  borne :  but  as  it  is,  the  Athenians  are  a  match  for  us  all  to- 
gether, and  still  more  powerful  against  single  states ;  so  that 
unless  all  in  a  body,  and  nation  by  nation,  and  city  by  city, 
with  one  mind  we  defend  ourselves  against  them,  they  will 
certainly  subdue  us  without  trouble,  when  divided.  -Aiid  as 
for  defeat,  though  it  may  be  a  terrible  thing  for  any  one  to  hear 
of,  let  him  know  that  it  brings  nothing  else  but  downright 

1  i  e.,  as  it  would  be  made  the  instrument  of  Athenian  tyranny,  if  by 
submission  they  allowed  them  to  take  it  from  them.  Or^  "  on  this  very 
point  of  money,"  as  Arnold  renders  it 

2  See  ch.  142.  3,  where  Pericles  mentions  the  two  different  methods 
of  iTTiTeixtoiCy  "  the  one,"  as  Arnold  explains  it,  "by  founding  a  city  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Athena,  strong  enough  to  interfere  with  her  trade, 
and  be  a  check  upon  her  power,  no^iv  avTinakov ;  the  other  by  merely 
raising  one  or  two  forts  in  Attica,  as  strongholds  fi)r  plundering  parties 
to  keep  the  country  in  a  constant  annoyance  and  alarm." 
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slavery :  which  is  disgraceful  for  the  Pelopoimese  to  he  even 
mentioned  as  contingent,  and  for  so  many  cities  to  he  ill-treated 
hy  one.  In  that  case  we  should  appear  either  Ho  he  justly 
treated,  or  to  put  up  with  it  through  cowardice,  and  to  show 
ourselves  inferior  to  our  Others,  who  liberated  Greece ;  where- 
as we  do  not  even  secure  this  liberty  for  ourselves,  but  allow  a 
tyrant  state  to  set  itself  up  among  us,  though  we  think  it 
right  to  put  down  monarchs  in  any  one  state.  And  we  do 
not  know  how  this  conduct  is  cleared  of  three  of  the  greatest 
evils,  folly,  or  cowardice,  or  carelessness.  For  you  certainly 
have  not  escaped^  these  by  betaking  yourselves  to  that  codt 
tempt  of  your  foes,  which  has  injured  far  more  than  any 
thing  else ;  and  which,  from  ruining  so  many,  has  been  called 
by  the  opposite  name  of  senselessness. 

123.  "With  regard  then  to  what  has  been  done  before, 
why  need  we  find  fault  with  it  at  greater  length  than  is  ex- 
pedient for  what  is  doing  now?  But  with  respect  to  what 
will  be  hereafter,  we  must  labor  for  it  by  supporting  what  is 

f)resent ;  for  it  is  our  hereditary  custom  to  acquire  virtues  by 
abors ;  and  you  must  not  change  the  fashion,  if  you  have  a 
slight  superiority  now  in  wealth  and  power  (for  it  is  not 
right  that  what  was  won  in  want  should  be  lost  in  abundance)  ; 
but  must  go  to  the  war  with  good  courage  on  many  grounds ; 
since  the  god  has  commanded  it,  and  promised  to  take  part 
with  you  himself;  while  the  rest  of  Greece  will  all  join  you  in 
the  struggle,  some  for  fear,  and  some  for  interest.  Nor  will 
you  be  the  first  to  break  the  treaty ;  for  even  the  god  himself 
considers  it  to  have  been  violated,  since  he  orders  you  to  go  to 
war ;  but  you  will  rather  come  to  its  support  after  it  has  been 
wronged:  for  the  breakers  of  it  are,  not  those  who  defend 
themselves,  but  those  who  were  the  first  aggressors. 

124.  "  So  then,  since  on  every  ground  you  have  good  reason 
for  going  to  war,  and  since  we  all  in  common  recommend  this, 
inasmuch  as  it  is  most  certain  that  this  is  expedient  both  for 
states  and  individuals  [in  our  league] ;  do  not  defer  to  assist 
the  Potidaeans,  who  are  Dorians,  and  are  besieged  by  lonians, 

*  Or,  "  for  surely  you  have  not,  through  a  wish  to  escape  these  impu- 
tations, betaken  yourselves,"  etc  "  The  play  on  the  words  KaTcuftpovfjaiQ 
and  cKftpooavrf"  says  Arnold,  "  can  hardly  be  preserved  in  English :  '  A 
sense  of  your  adversaries'  inferiority  is  so  fatal  a  feeling  to  those  who 
entertain  it,  that  it  more  fitly  deserves  to  be  called  nonsense.^  " 
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(the  eontrary  of  which  used  formerly  to  be  the  cilse),  and  to 
vindicate  the  liberty  of  the  rest;  siiK^e  it  is  no  l<Higer  possible 
for  them  to  Vait,*  while  some  are  already  injured,  and  others 
will  be  treated  in  the  same  way  not  much  later,  if  we  shall  be 
known  to  have  come  together,  but  not  to  dare  to  avenge  our- 
selves :  but  considering,  allies,  that  we  have  reached  a  point  of 
neoeasity,  and,  moreover,  that  what  is  mentioned  is  the  best 
course,  vote  for  the  war;  not. being  airsad  of  the  immediate 
danger,  but  setting  your  he^ts  on  the  more  lasting  peace  that 
wiU  result  from  it,  For  it  is  by  war  that  peace  is  rendered  the 
more  stable ;  but  to  refuse  to  pass  6x»n  a  state  of  quiet  to  one  of 
war  is  not  equally  free  from  danger.  Being  of  opinion  then 
that  the  tyrant  state  which  has  set  itself  up  in  Greece,  has  set 
itself  up  against  all  alike,  so  that  it  already  rules  over  some, 
and  is  designing  to  rule  over  others,  let  us  go  against  it  and 
i^uce  it;  and  live  ourselves  free  from  danger  in  future,  and 
^ve  freedom  to  the  Greeks  who  are  now  enslaved."  To  this 
efiect  spoke  the  Corinthians. 

125.  The  Lacedseimcmians,  after  they  had  heard  from  all 
what  they  thought,  put  the  question  to  the  vote  of  all  the  allies 
who  were  present  in  succession,  both  to  greater  and  smaller 
states  alike :  and  the  majority  voted  for  war.  But  tiipugh  they 
had  resolved  on  it,  it  was  impossible  to  take  it  in  hand  imme- 
diately, as  they  were  unprepared ;  but  it  was  determined  that 
suitable  means  should  be  provided  by  the  several  states,  and 
fliat  there  should  be  no  delay.  A  year,  however,  did  not 
pass  while  they  were  settling  all  that  was  necessary,  but  less, 
before  they  invaded  Attica,  and  openly  proceeded  to  the  war. 

120.  During  this  time  they  were  sending  embassadors  to 
the  Athenians  witii  complaints,  in  order  that  they  might 
have  as  good  a  pretext  as  possible  for  the  war,  in  case  they 
should  not  listen  to  them*  In  the  first  place  the  Lacedaemo- 
nians sent  embassadors,  and  ordered  the  Athenians  to  drive 
out  the  pollution  of  the  goddess  ;  which  pollution  was  of  the 
fcJlowing  nature.  There  was  one  Cylon,  a  man  who  had 
conquer^  at  the  Olympic  games,  an  Athenian  of  the  olden 
time,  both  noble  and  powerful ;  he  had  married  a  daughter 
of  Theagenes,  a  Megarean,  who  at  that  time  was  tyrant  of 

•  The  participle  Trepifisvovrag  refers  to  the  whole  body  of  the  confede- 
rates, which  is  afterward  represented  in  two  divisions  hy  the  use  of  the 
article  with  jnev  «iid  Se, 
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Megara.  Now  when  Cylon  was  consulting  the  oracle  at 
Delphi,  the  god  told  him  to  seize  on  the  Acropolis  of  the 
Athenians  during  the  greatest  feast  of  Jupiter/  So  having 
received  a  force  from  Theagenes,  and  persuaded  his  friends  to 
it,  when  the  Olympic  festival  in  the  Peloponnese  came  on,  he 
seized  the  Acropolis  with  a  view  to  establishing  a  tyranny ; 
thinking  that  that  was  the  greatest  festival  of  Jupiter,  and 
that  it  was  a  very  proper  time  for  Aim,  as  he  had  conquered 
at  the  Olympic  games*  But  whether  it  was  the  greatest  fes- 
tival in  Attica,  or  elsewhere,  that  had  been  alluded  to,  he 
neither  stopped  to  consider,  nor  did  the  oracle  express.  For 
the  Athenians  also  have  a  Diasian  festival,  which  is  called  the 
greatest  festival  of  Jupiter  Milichius,  held  outside  the  city, 
in  which  all  the  people  offer  [something,  though]  many  of 
them  not  victims,  but  country-offerings.*  Thinking,  however, 
that  he  understood  it  rightly,  he  took  the  business  in  hand. 
The  Athenians,  on  perceiving  it,  ran  in  a  body  from  the  fields 
to  resist  them,  and  sitting  down  before  the  place  besieged 
them.  But  as  time  went  on,  being  tired  out  by  the  blockade, 
most  of  them  went  away,  having  commissioned  the  nine 
Archons  to  keep  guard,  and  to  arrange  every  thing  with 
full  powers,  as  they  should  consider  best :  for  at  that  time 
the  nine  Archons  transacted  most  of  the  state  affairs.  Now 
those  who  were  besieged  with  Cylon  were  in  a  wretched  con- 
dition for  want  of  food  and  water.  Cylon  therefore  and  his 
brother  made  their  escape,  but  when  the  rest  were  pressed 
hard,  and  some  were  even  dying  of  famine,  they  seated  them- 
selves as  suppliants  on  the  altar  of  the  Acropolis.  And  those 
of  the  Athenians  who  had  been  commissioned  to  keep  guard, 
when  they  saw  them  dying  in  the  temple,  raised  them  up  on 
condition  of  doing  them  no  harm,  and  led  them  away  and 
killed  them ;  while  some  who  were  seated  before  the  Awful 
Goddesses^  they  dispatched  on  the  altars  at  the  side  entrance. 
And  from  this  both  they  and  their  descendants  after  them 
were  called  accursed  of,  and  offenders  against,  the  goddess. 
The  Athenians  therefore  expelled  these  accursed;^  ones,  and 
Cleomenes  the  Lacedaemonian  also  expelled  them  subsequently, 

^  i.  e.,  little  figures  of  dough  or  paste  made  into  the  shape  of  the  swine, 
or  other  animals,  which  they  were  too  poor  to  offer. 

2  A  title  of  the  Furies  peculiarly  given  to  them  at  Athens,  according  to 
Pausanias,  as  that  of  Eifievideg  was  at  Sicyon — each  ^  pereuphemismum.' 
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in  conjunction  with  some  Atlienian  partisans,  both  driving 
out  the  living,  and  taking  up  and  casting  out  the  bones  of  the 
dead.  They  returned,  however,  afterwfurd,  and  their  descend- 
ants are  still  in  the  eity. 

12*7.  This  pollution  then  the  Lacedaemonians  ordered  them 
to  drive  out ;  principally,  as  they  professed,  to  avenge  the  hon- 
or of  the  gods ;  but  really,  because  they  know  that  Pericles, 
]  the  son  of  Xanthippus,  was  connected  with  it  on  his  mother's 
'  side,  and  thought  that  if  he  were  banished,  their  business  with 
the  Athenians  would  more  easily  succeed.  They  did  not, 
however,  so  much  hope  that  he  would  be  treated  in  that  way, 
as  that  it  would  cause  a  prejudice  against  him  in  the  city; 
from  an  idea  that  the  war  would  in  part  be  occasioned  by  his 
misfortune.  For  being  the  most  powerful  man  of  his  time,  and 
taking  the  lead  in  the  government,  he  opposed  the  Laeedse- 
monians  in  every  thing,  and  would  not  let  the  Athemans 
make  concessions,  but  instigated  them  to  hostilities. 

128.  The  Athenians  also,  in  return,  commanded  the  Lace« 
dsemonians  to  drive  out  the  pollution  of  TsBnarus.  For  the  Lace* 
daemonians  having  formerly  raised  up  some  suppUants  of  the 
Helots  from  the  temple  of  Neptune  at  Tsenarus,  led  them  away 
and  slew  them :  and  for  this  they  think  they  were  themselves 
also  visited  with  the  great  earthquake  at  Sparta.  They  like* 
wise  ordered  them  to  drive  out  the  curse  of  Minerva  of  the  Brar 
zen-House ;  which  was  of  the  following  kind.  When  Pausania? 
the  Lacedaemonian,  after  being  sent  for  by  the  Spartans  for 
the  first  time  from  his  c<Hnmand  in  the  Hellespont,  and  brought 
to  trial,  was  acquitted  by  them  as  not  guilty,  he  was  not  sent 
out  again  in  a  public  capacity ;  but  in  a  private  capacity,  of  his 
own  accord,  he  took  a  trireme  of  Hermione,  without  the  au- 
thority of  the  Lacedaemonians,  and  came  to  the  Hellespont; 
nominally,  to  join  in  the  war  of  the  Greeks ;  but  really,  to  carry 
out  his  measures  with  the  king ;  which  he  had  undertaken,  in 
the  first  instance,  from  a  desire  of  sovereignty  over  Greece. 
Now  it  was  from  the  following  fact  that  he  first  established  a 
claim  for  service  with  the  king,  and  made  a  commencement  of 
the  whole  business.  Having  taken  Byzantium  when  he  was 
there  before,  after  the  return  from  Cyprus  (the  Medes  were  in 
possession  of  it,  and  some  connections  and  relations  of  the  king 
were  taken  in  it),  on  that  occasion  he  sent  back  to  the  king 
those  whom  he  had  taken,  not  letting  the  other  allies  know ; 
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but  giving  out  that  th^  had  escaped  from  him.  This  he 
managed  in  concert  with  Gkmgylus  the  Eretrian,  to  whom 
he  had  committed  Byzantium  and  the  prisoners.  He  also  sent 
Gongylus  with  a  letter  to  him;  in  which,  as  was  afterward 
disoovered,  the  following  was  written :  "  Pftusanias,  the  gen- 
eral of  Sparta,  wiehing  to  oblige  thee,  sends  these  men  back  to 
thee,  after  taking  them  in  war.  And  I  make  a  proposal,  if  thou 
also  art  pleased  with  it,  that  I  should  many  thy  daughter,  and 
make  Sparta  and  the  rest  of  Greece  subject  to  thee.  And  I 
think  that  I  am  able  to  do  this  in  concert  with  thee.  If 
then  any  of  these  proposals  please  thee,  send  a  trustworthy 
man  to  the  sea,  thitough  whom  in  future  we  will  confer." 

129.  Such  was  the  purport  of  the  writing ;  and  Xerxes  Was 
pleased  with  the  letter,  and  sent  Artabazus,  the  son  of  Phar- 
naces,  to  the  sea,  and  ordered  him  to  succeed  to  the  satrapy 
of  Dascylium,  superseding  Megabates,  who  was  governor  be- 
fore ;  and  gave  him  a  letter  in  answer,  to  send  over  as  quickly 
«s  possible  to  Pausanias  at  Byzantium,  and  to  show  him  the 
eeal ;  and  whatever  message  Pausanias  should  send  him  on  hh 
own  affairs,  to  execute  it  in  the  best  and  most  faithful  manner 
poBsiWe.  On  his  arrival  he  did  every  thing  as  had  been  told 
him,  and  also  sent  over  the  letter ;  the  following  being  written 
in  reply  to  him:  "Thus  saith  King  Xerxes  to  Pausanias. 
For  the  men  whom  thou  hast  saved  from  Byzantium,  and  sent 
over  the  sea  to  me,  there  is  laid  up  for  thee  in  our  house*  [the 
record  of]  a  benefit  re^stered  forever ;  and  I  am  also  pleased 
with  thy  proposals.  And  let  neither  night  nor  day  stop  thee, 
that  thou  shouldst  be  remiss  in  doing  any  of  the  things  which 
thou  hast  promised  me  :  neither  let  them  be  impeded  by  out- 
lay of  gold  or  silver,  nor  by  number  of  troops,  whithersoever 
there  is  need  of  their  c<»ning ;  but  in  conjunction  with  Arta- 
bazus, an  honorable  man,  whom  I  have  sent  to  thee,  fear 
not  to  promote  both  my  interest  and  thine  6wn,  as  shall  be 
most  creditable  and  advantageous  for  both." 

130.  On  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  Pau^nias,  though  he 
was  even  before  held  in  high  repute  by  the  Greeks  for  his 
generalship  at  Hatsea,  was  then  much  more  exalted  ;  and  could 
no  longer  live  in  the  ordinary  style,  but  went  out  of  Byzan- 

J  For  other  instances  of  this  cnstom,  see  Herodotus  Y.  11.  and  YITT. 
85  and  the  book  of  Esther,  ch.  vL  According  to  Herodotus,  the  name  by 
which  persons  so  registered  were  called  was  "Orosangae,"  or  "bene- 
factors." 
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Ham,,  clotlied  in  a  Median  dress ;  and  when  lie  went  through 
ISiraoe,  Medes  and  Egyptians  formed  his  body-guard ;  and  he 
had  a  Persian  table  laid  for  him,  and  could  not  conceal  his 
purpose,  but  betrayed  beforehand  by  trifling  actions  what  he 
intended  to  practice  in  future  on  a  larger  scale.  He  ako  made 
himself  difficult  of  access,  and  indulged  such  a  violent  temper 
toward  all,  that  no  one  dared  to  i^pproach  him ;  and  this  was 
none  of  the  least  reasons  why  the  confederates  went  over  icom 
him  to  the  Athenians. 

131.  The  Lacedsemonians,  on  becoming  acquainted  with 
it,  recalled  him  the  first  time  on  this  very  account ;  and  when 
he  went  out  the  second  time  in  the  vessel  of  Hermione,  without 
their  orders,  and  appeared  to  be  acting  in  this  way,  and  did 
not  return  to  Sparta  when  forcibly  driven  out  from  By- 
zantium by  the  Athenians  after  a  siege,  but  news  came  of  ms 
being  settled  at  Colonse  in  the  Troad,  and  intriguing  with 
the  barbarians,  and  making  his  stay  there  for  no  good ;  under 
these  circumstances  they  waited  no  longer,  but  ike  ephors 
sent  a  herald  and  a  scytaley^  and  told  him  not  to  leave  the 
herald,  else  that  they  declared  war  against  him.  Wishing 
to  be  as  little  suspected  as  possible,  and  trusting  to  quash  the 
charge  by  means  of  money,  he  proceeded  to  return  the  second 
time  to  Sparta.  And  at  first  he  was  thrown  into  prison  by  the 
ephors  (for  the  ephors  have  power  to  do  this  to  the  king),  but 
afterward,  having  settled  the  business,  he  subsequently  came 
out,  and  offered  himself  for  trial  to  those  who  wished  to  ex- 
amine into  his  case. 

132.  Now  the  Spartans  had  no  dear  proo^  neither  his  ene- 
mies nor  the  state  at  large,  on  which  they  could  safely  rely 
in  punishing  a  man  who  was  of  the  royal  &mily  and  at  present 
holding  an  honorable  office ;  (for  as  his  cousin  and  guardian, 
he  was  regent  for  Pleistarchus,  the  son  of  Leonidas,  who  was 
king  and  at  present  a  minor ;)  but  by  his  contempt  of  the 
laws,  and  imitation  of  the  barbarians,  he  gave  room  for  many 
suspicions  of  his  not  wishing  to  be  content  with  things  as  they 
were.     And  they  reviewed  his  other  acts,  in  whatever  on  any 

1  The  scjtale  was  a  staff  used  at  Sparta  as  a  cipher  for  writing  dis- 
patches. A  strip  of  paper  was  rolled  slantwise  round  it,  on  whidh  the 
dispatches  were  written  lengthwise,  so  that  when  unrolled  they  were 
>  unintelligible ;  commanders  abroad  had  one  of  like  thickness,  round 
which  they  rolled  these  papers,  and  so  were  able  to  read  the  dispatches. 
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occasion  he  had  lived  beyond  the  established  usages;  and 
especially,  that  on  the  tripod  at  Delphi,  whidi  the  Greeks 
doiicated  as  the  firstrfrnits  of  the  spoil  of  the  Medes,  he  had 
formerly  on  his  own  individual  respon»bility  pre»imed  to  have 
the  following  distich  inscribed : — 

"  The  Greek  Pausanias,  victor  o'er  the  Mede, 
To  Phoebus  this  memorial  decreed." 

This  distich  then  the  Lacedaemonians  at  the  veir  time  erased 
from  the  tripod,  and  engraved  by  name  all  the  cities  that  had 
joined  in  overthrowing  the  barbarian,  and  had  dedicated  the 
offering.  This,  however,  was  considered  to  be  an  act  of  guilt 
in  Pausanias ;  and  since  he  had  put  himself  in  his  present  po- 
sition, it  appeared  to  have  been  done  in  much  closer  keepmg 
with  his  present  views.  They  also  heard  that  he  was  tam- 
pering with  the  Helots ;  and  it  was  the  fact  too ;  for  he  was 
promising  them  liberation  and  citizenship,  if  they  would  join 
m  an  insurrection,  and  in  carrying  out  the  whole  of  his  plan. 
But  not  even  then  did  they  think  right  to*  believe  oven  any  of 
the  Helots  [themselves]  as  informers,  and  to  procco<l  to  any 
great  severity  against  him ;  acting  according  to  the  custom  which 
they  usually  observe  toward  their  own  citizens,  not  to  be  hasty 
in  adopting  any  extreme  measure  in  the  case  of  a  Spartan 
without  unquestionable  evidence ;  until  a  man  of  Argilus,  it 
is  said,  who  was  about  to  carry  to  Artabazus  the  last  letter 
for  the  king,  and  who  had  before  been  his  favorite  and  very 
much  trusted  by  him,  gave  information  to  them;  having 
been  alarmed  at  a  thoujsrht  which  struck  him,  that  none  of  the 
messengers  before  him  had  hitherto  come  back  again ;  and  so, 
having  counterfeited  the  seal,  in  order  that  if  he  were  mistaken 
in  his  surmise,  or  if  Pausanias  should  ask  to  make  some  alter- 
ation in  the  writing,  he  might  not  discover  it,  he  opened  the 
letter,  and  found  written  in  it — ^having  suspected'  some  addi- 
tional order  of  the  kind — directions  to  put  him  also  to  death. 

133.  Then,  however,  the  ephors,  on  his  showing  them  the 
letter,  gave  greater  credence  to  it ;  but  still  wished  to  be  ear- 
witnesses   of  Pausanias'  saying   something.     When  therefore, 

*  Or,  "even  though  they  believed  some  of  the  Helots  who  had  inform- 
ed against  him." 

«  llpoaeireaTo/JdaL.  The  same  verb  occurs  with  the  same  force  of  the 
TTpbgt  IL  85.  6,  Tu  di  KOfil^ovTi  avrag  irpoatireoTeikav  k^  KpjjTrjv  trpdrov 
d^iKeadau 
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from  a  cimoerted  plim,  the  man  had  gone  to  TflBnanis*  as  a  gup- 
pliant,  and  had  built  himself  a  hut,  divided  into  two  by  a 
partition  wall,  in  which  he  concealed  some  of  the  ephors ;  and 
when  Pausanias  came  to  him,  and  asked  the  reason  for  his  be- 
coming a  suppliant,  they  heard  all  distinctly ;  while  the  man 
charged  him  with  what  had  been  written,  and  set  forth  the 
other  particulars,  one  by  one,  saying  that  he  had  never  yet  en- 
dangered him  at  all  in  his  services  with  re^)ect  to  the  king, 
yet  had  been,  just  like  the  mass  of  his  servants,  preferred  to 
death;  and  Pausanias  acknowledged  these  very  things,  and 
desired  him  not  to  be  angry  for  what  had  happened,  but  gave 
him  the  security  of  raising  him  up  from  ^e  temple,  and 
begged  him  to  go  as  quickly  as  possible,  and  not  to  put  &a  ob^ 
stacle  in  the  way  of  his  designs. 

134.  After  hearing  him  accurately,  the  ephors  then  went 
'  away,  and  having  now  certain  knowledge  [of  his  guilt], 
were  preparing  to  arrest  him  in  the  city.  But  it  is  said 
that  when  he  was  just  going  to  be  arrested  in  the  street, 
from  seeing  the  face  of  one  of  the  ephors  as  he  approached 
him,  he  und^^tood  for  what  purpose  he  was  coming;  and 
on  another  of  them  making  a  secret  nod,  and  out  of  kind- 
ness showing  him  [their  object],  he  set  oflf  running  to  the 
temple  of  Minerva  of  the  Brazen-House,  and  reached  his 
place  of  refuge  first ;  for  the  sacred  ground  was  near  at  hand. 
To  avoid  suffering  from  exposure  to  the  open  air,  he  en- 
tered a  building  of  no  great  size,  which  formed  part  of  the 
temple,  and  remained  quiet  in  it  The  ephors  were  at  the 
moment  distanced  in  the  pursuit;  but  afterward  they  took 
off  the  roof  of  the  building ;  and  having  watched  him  in,  and 
cut  him  off  from  egress,  they  barricaded  the  doors;  and 
sitting  down  before  the  place,  reduced  him  by  starvation. 
When  h^  was  on  the  point  of  expiring  in  his  present 
situation  in  the  building,  on*  perceiving  it,  5iey  took  him  out 
of  the  temple  while  still  breathing ;  and  when  he  was  taken 
out,  he  died  immediately.  They  were  going  therefore  to 
cast  him,  as  they  do  male&ctors,  into  the  Cseadas ;  but  after- 
ward they  thought  it  best  to  bury  him  somewhere  near. 
But  the  god  at  Delphi  subsequently  ordered  the  Lacedaemon- 
ians to  remove  the  tomb  to  where  he  died  (and  he  now  lies 

1  i.  c,  to  the  temple  of  Neptune  on  the  promontory  of  Tsenaras,  which 
enjoyed  the  privileges  of  an  asylum,  or  sanctuaiy. 
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ia  the  enl^rancd  to  llie  sacred  groimd,  as  monumental  oolumns 
declare  in  writing) ;  and  as  what  had  been  done  was  a  pollution 
to  them,  he  ordered  them  to  give  back  two  bodies  ii»itead  of  one 
to  tiie  goddess  of  the  Brazen-House.  So  they  had  two  brazen 
sttMaies  made,  and  dedicated  them  as  a  substitute  for  Pausanias. 

135.  The  Athenians,  then,  inasmuch  as  the  god  himself 
had  decided  thk  to  be  a  pollutiiMi,  retorted  by  ccmimanding 
the  Lacedaemonians  to  drive  it  out  'Now  the  Lacedaemonians 
sent  embassadors  to  the  Athenians,  and  charged  Thenodstocles 
also  as  an  aooomplioe  in  the  medizing  of  Pausanias,  as  they 
discovered  from  the  examinations  in  his  ease ;  and  demanded 
that  he  shcodd  be  punished  with  the  same  penidties«  In  com- 
pliance with  this  (he  happened  to  have  l^n  ostracised,  and 
though  he  had  a  residence  at  Argos,  used  to  travel  about  to 
the  rest  of  the  Peloponnese),  they  sent  with  the  Lacedaemon- 
ians, who  who  were  v^y  ready  to  join  in  the  pursuit,  certain 
naen  who  were  told  to  l»ing  him  wherever  they  might  fall  in 
with  him.  * 

18ft.  "niemistocles,  being  aware  of  this  beforehand,  fled  from 
the  Peloponnese  to  Oorcyra;  for  he  had  been  a  benefactor  to 
that  people.  But  when  the  Oorcyrseans  alleged  that  they 
were  afraid  to  keep  him  at  tiie  risk  of  incurring  the  enmity 
of  the  Laceds^nonians  and  Athenians,  he  was  carried  over  by 
them  to  the  mainland  opposite.  And  being  pursued  by  those 
who  had  been  appointed  to  the  work,  as  they  heard  on  in- 
quiry in  what  direction  he  was  going,  he  was  compelled  in 
a  strait  to  stop  at  the  house  of  Admetus,  the  king  of  the 
Molossians,  who  was  not  on  friendly  terms  with  him.  He 
happened  to  be  from  home ;  but  Themistocles^  addressing 
himself  as  a  suppliant  to  his  wife,  was  instructed  by  her  to 
take  their  child,  and  seat  himself  on  the  hearth.  And  when 
Admetus  came  not  long  after,  he  declared  who  he  was,  and 
begged  him  not  to  avenge  himself  on  a  banished  man,  for 
whatever  he  himself  might  have  urged  against  any  request  of 
his  to  the  Athenians ;  ^  for  in  that  case  he  would  receive  evil 
from  the  king,  when  he  was  far  his  inferior  in  power ;  where- 
as it  was  the  part  of  a  noble  nature  to  avenge  itself  on  its 
equals  [alone],  and  on  Mr  terms.  Besides,  he  had  himself 
opposed  the  krng  with  regard  to  some  request  merely,  and  not 
on  a  point  of  iSdily  safety :  whereas  he,  if  he  gave  him  up 
(he  mentioned  by  whom  and  for  what  he  was  b^og  pursued), 
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would  deprive  him  <rf  sectuity  of  life;"  Tiie  Isiag,  after  heaiv 
ing  him^  raised  him  up  with  his  eon  {fox  bo  he  was  sitting  with 
him,  and  this  was  the  most  prevailing  mode  of  suppHcation). 

137.  And  when  the  Athenians  and  LacedsBmOnians  came 
no  long  time  after,  he  did  not  give  him  up ;  hut  as  he  wished 
to  go  to  the  king,  sent  himhy  land  to  the  other  sea,  to  Pydna, 
which  was  in  Alexander's  dominions.  There  he  found  a  mer^ 
chant  vessel  putting  to  sea  for  Ionia,  and  having  gone  on 
board  was  carried  by  a  stonn  to  the  armament  of  the  Atheur 
ians,  that  was  blockading  Naxos.  In  his  fear  he  told  the  mas«- 
ter  who  he  was  (for  he  was  unknown  to  those  in  the  vessel), 
and  on  what  account  he  was  flying ;  and  said,  that  if  he  did 
not  save  him,  he  would  declare  that  he  was  taidng  him  for  a 
pecuniary  con^deration ;  that  their  only  hope  of  safety  lay  in 
no  one^s  leaving  the  vessel  till  the  Voyage  could  be  condmied ; 
and  that  if  he  complied  with  his'  il^uest,  he  would  rememb^ 
him  with  becoming  gratitude.  The  master  did  so ;  and  after 
lying  out  at  sea  off  me  naval  encampment  a  day  and  a  night, 
subsequently  arrived  at  Ephesus.  And  Themistocles  rewarded 
him  by  a  present  of  money  (for  there  came  to  him  afterward 
money  from  Atiiens,  sent  by  his  friends,  and  from  Aigos  that 
which  had  been  secretly  laid  up  there)  ;  and  having  gone  up 
the  country  with  one  of  the  Persians  on  the  coast,  he  s^it  a 
letter  to  Mng  Artaxerxes,  the  son  of  Xerxes,  who  was  lately 
come  to  the  throne.  The  purport  of  the  letter  was  this :  "  I, 
Themistocles,  am  come  to  thee,  who  have  done  most  harm  of  all 
the  Greeks  to  your  house,  as  long  as  I  was  c<»npelled  to  defen4 
myself  against  thy  &ther  who  had  attacked  me,  Init  still  far  more 
good,  when  he  was  retreating  in  circumstances  of  safety  to  me, 
but  of  peril  to  him.  And  return  for  a  benefit  is  owed  me  f 
(he  mentioned  his  sending  to  him  from  Salamis  previous  in- 
formation of  the  retreat  of  the  Greeks,  and  the  nonnlestruction 
of  the  bridges  at  that  time  through  his  instrumentality,  to 
which  he  felsely  laid  claim ;)  "  and  now  I  am  come  with  power 
to  do  thee  great  good,  being  persecuted  by  the  Greeks  because 
of  my  friendship  for  thee.  But  I  wish  to  wait  a  year,  and  then 
explain  in  person  to  thee  the  objects  of  my  coming." 

138.  The  king,  it  is  said,  approved  of  his  plan,  and  told 
him  to  do  so.  During  the  time  that  he  waited  he  learned  as 
much  as  he  could  of  the  Persian  language,  and  the  institutions 
of  the  country ;  and  having  gone  to  him  after  the  expiration 
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of  the  year,  he  became  an  influential  person  with  him,  so  as 
none  of  the  Greeks  had  hitherto  been,  both  on  account  of 
his  previous  reputation,  and  the  hope  which  he  suggested  with 
regard  to  Greece,  namely,  that  he  would  make  it  subject  to 
him ;  but  most  of  all,  firom  his  showing  himself  talented  by 
actual  proofe.  For  Themistocles  was  one  who  most  clearly 
displayed  the  strength  of  natural  genius,  and  was  particularly 
worthy  of  admiration  in  this  respect,  more  than  any  other 
man ;  for  by  his  own  talent,  and  without  learning  any  thing 
toward  it  liefore,  or  in  addition  to  it,  he  was  both  the  best 
judge  of  things  present  with  the  least  deliberation,  and  the 
best  conjecturer  of  the  future,  to  the  most  remote  point  of 
what  was  likely  to  happen.  Moreover,  the  things  which  he 
took  in  hand  he  was  also  able  to  carry  out;  and  in  those 
in  which  he  had  no  experience  he  was  not  at  a  loss^  to  form 
a  competent  judgment.  He  had  too  the  greatest  foresight  of 
what  was  the  better  course  or  the  worse  in  what  was  as  yet 
unseen.  In  a  word,  by  strength  of  natural  talent,  and  short- 
ness of  study,  he  was  the  best  of  all  men  to  do'  off-hand  what 
was  necessary.  He  ended  his  life  by  disease ;  though  some  say 
that  he  purposely  destroyed  himself  by  poison,  on  finding  that 
he  was  unable  to  perform  what  he  had  promised  to  the  king. 
Now  there  is  a  monument  to  him  in  the  Asiatic  Magnesia,  in 
the  market-place ;  for  he  was  governor  of  the  country,  the  king 
having  given  him  "Magnesia,  which   brought  him  in  fifty 

1  "  It  should  be  remembered  that  rd  Kplvai)  or  the  common-sense  judg- 
ment which  man  may  pass  upon  subjects  which  are  not  within  thdr  own 
peculiar  study  or  possession,  was  constantly  distinguished  among  the 
Greeks  from  that  ftUl  knowledge,  whether  tbJeoretical  or  practical,  which 
enables  men  not  only  to  judge  of  things  when  done,  but  to  do  them  them- 
selves. See  n.  40. 3.  YI.  39. 1.  And  on  this  principle  the  people  at  large 
were  considered  competent  judges  of  the  conduct  of  their  magistrates, 
though  they  might  be  very  unfit  to  be  magistrates  themselves."— .^imo^dL 

s  Or,  as  Arnold  renders  it»  '*in  determining  on  a  moment's  notice." 
''His  wisdom  was  so  little  the  result  of  study,  that  sudden  emergencies 
did  not  perplex  him,  as  they  would  those  who,  being  accustomed  to  trust 
wholly  to  it,  are  called  on  at  once  to  act  without  it. 

>  i  e.,  the  land-tax  or  rent  which  was  paid  by  these  towns  to  the  king, 
and  which  amounted  generally  to  the  tenth  part  of  the  produce,  was 
given  by  him  to  Themistocles  to  furnish  him  with  these  articles  of  his 
establishment.  In  addition  to  similar  instances  mentioned  in  Arnold's 
note,  I  may  refer  to  Xenophon,  Hellen.  III.  1.  6,  who  informs  us  that 
Eurysthenes  and  Prodes,  descendants  of  the  Spartan  king,  Demaratus, 
continued  to  possess  Peigamus,  Teul&rania,  and  Halisamai  the  gift  of 
the  king  of  Persia  to  their  exiled  ancestors. 
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talents  a  year,  iot  bread,  Lampsacus  for  wine  (for  it  was 
considered  more  productive  of  wine  than  any  other  place 
at  that  time),  and  Myus  for  provisions^  in  general.  But  his 
relations  say  that  his  bones  were  carried,  by  his  own  com- 
mand, and  laid  in  Attica  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Athe- 
nians ;  £»r  it  was  not  lawful  to  give  them  burial,  as  they  were 
the  hoaos  of  a  man  banished  for  treason.  Such  was  the  end 
of  Pausanias  the  Lacedemonian,  and  Themistocles  the  Athe- 
nian, who  had  been  the  most  distii^uished  oi  all  the  Greeks  in 
their  day. 

139.  On  the  occasion  then  of  their  first  embassy  the  Lacedae- 
monians gave  orders  to  this  effect,  and  received  commands  in 
return  al^t  driving  out  the  accursed.  But  on  going  subse- 
quently to  the  Athenians,  they  commanded  them  to  raise  the 
si^e  of  Potidsea,  and  leave  JEginA  independent;  and  de- 
clared, most  especially  and  distinctly  of  all,  that  thete  would  be 
no  war,  if  they  rescinded  the  degree  respecting  the  Megareans, 
in  which  it  liad  been  declared  that  they  should  not  use  the 
ports  in  the  Athenian  empire,  or  the  AUic  market  But  the 
Athenians  were  neither  disposed  to  obey  them  in  the  other 
points  nor  to  rescind  the  decree ;  as  they  charged  the  Mega- 
reans with  an  encroaching  cultivation  of  the  consecrated  and 
uninclosed  land,  and  with  receiving  the  run-away  slaves. 
Finally,  when  the  last  embassadors  had  come  from  Lacedsemon, 
namely,  Ramphias,  Melesippus,  and  Agesander,  and  men- 
tioned none  of  the  things  which  they  usually  had  before,  but 
simply  this,  ^^The  Lacedaemonians  are  desirous  that  there 
should  be  peace ;  and  there  would  be,  if  you  were  to  leave 
the  Greeks  independent ;"  the  Athenians  called  an  assembly, 
and  proposed  the  subject  for  their  consideration,  and  reserved, 
once  for  all,  to  dehberate  and  answer  respecting  all  their  de- 
mands. And  many  others  came  forward  and  spoke,  support- 
ing both  views  of  the  question  ;  both  that  they  should  go  to 
war,  and  that  the  decree  should  not  be  an  obstacle  to  peace, 
but  that  they  should  rescind  it :  and  then  came  forward  Pe- 
ricles, the  son  of  Xanthippus,  the  first  man  of  the  Athenians 
at  that  time,  and  most  able  both  in  speaking  and  acting,  and 
advised  them  as  follows. 

^  i.  e.f  aXi  additional  articles  of  food,  such  as  meat,  fish,  or  vegetables, 
which  were  called  by  the  common  name  of  6^ov^  in  opposition  to  bread 
and  wine,  which  were  considered  the  main  supports  of  human  life. 
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140.  '^  I  always  adhere  to  the  same  opinion,  Athenians, 
that  we  should  make  no  concessiims  to  the  Lacedsemonians ; 
although  I  know  that  men  are  not  persuaded  to  go  to  war,  and 
act  when  engaged  in  it,  with  the  same  temper;  but  that, 
according  to  results,  they  also  change  their  views.  Still  I  see 
that  the  same  advice,  or  nearly  the  same,  must  be  given  by 
me  now  as  before ;  and  I  claim  from  those  of  you  who  are  be- 
ing persuaded  to  war,  that  you  will  support  the  common  res- 
olutions, should  we  ever  meet  with  any  reverse ;  or  not,  on 
the  other  hand,  to  lay  any  claim  to  intelligence,  if  successftil. 
For  it  frequently  happens  that  the  results  of  measures  proceed 
no  less  incomprehensibly  tban  the  counsels  of  man ;  and  there- 
fore we  are  accustomed  to  regard  fortune  as  the  author  of  all 
things  that  turn  out  contrary  to  our  expectation.  Now  the 
Lac^isemonians  were  both  evidently  plotting  against  us  before, 
and  now  especially  are  doing  so.  For  whereas  it  is  expressed 
in  the  treaty  that  we  should  give  and  accept  judicial  decisions 
of  our  differences,  and  each  side  [in  the  mean  time]  keep  what 
we  have;  they  have  neither  themselves  hitherto  asked  for 
such  a  decision,  nor  do  they  accept  it  when  we  offer  it ;  but 
wish  our  complaints  to  be  settled  by  war  rather  thsai  by  words ; 
and  are  now  come  dictating,  and  no  longer  expostulating. 
For  they  command  us  to  raise  the  siege  of  Potidaa,  and  to 
leave  JS^n&  independent,  and  to  rescind  the  decree  respecting 
the  Megareans ;  while  these  last  envoys  that  have  come  charge 
us  also  to  leave  the  Greeks  independent.  But  let  none  of  you 
think  that  we  should  be  going  to  war  for  a  trifle,  if  we  did 
not  rescind  the  decree  respecting  the  Megareans,  which  they 
principally  put  forward,  [saying,]  that  if  it  were  rescinded, 
the  war  would  not  take  place :  nor  leave  in  your  minds  any 
room  for  self-accusation  hereafter,  as  though  you  had  gone  to 
war  for  a  trivial  thing.  For  this  trifle*  involves  the  whole 
confirmation,  as  well  as  trial,  of  your  purpose.  If  you  yield 
to  these  demands,  you  will  soon  also  be  ordered  to  do  some- 
thing greater,  as  having  in  this  instance  obeyed  through  fear : 

1  "  Furnishes  you  with  an  opportunity  of  confirming  your  resolution, 
while  it  tries  it."  It  would  confirm  their  resolution,  and  secure  it 
against  future  attempts  of  the  enemy,  for  the  reason  given  two  lines 
afterward,  uTnaxvpiadfievoi  6i  aa(f>^c  ^^  KaTaan^ffaiTe,  k.  t.  1.  'E.xei- 
here  exactly  agrees  with  Goner's  explanation  of  it  quoted  in  the  note  to 
c.  9.  2.     "  Ausam  dat  alicui  rei." — Arnold. 
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but  by  resolutely  refusing  you  wouM  prore  dearly  to  them  that 
they  must  treat  with  you  more  on  an  equal  footing. 

141.  ^^Henc^orth  then  make  up  your  minds,  eitber  to 
submit  before  you  are  hurt,  or,  if  we  go  to  w^,  as  I  think  is 
better,  on  important  or  tarinal  grounds  alike  to  make  no 
concessicni,  nor  to  keep  with  feiur  what  we  have  now  acquired ; 
for  both  the  greatest  and  the  least  demand  from  equals,  maperi- 
ously  urged  on  their  neighbors  previous  to  a  judicial  decision, 
amounts  to  the  same  degree  of  subjugation.  Now  with  r^aird 
to  the  war,  and  the  means  possessed  by  both  parties,  that  we 
shall  not  be  the  weaker  side,  be  convinced  by  hearing  the  par- 
ticulars. Tbe  Pelop<mnesians  are  men  who*  cultivate  tneir 
lands  themselves ;  and  they  have  no  money  eitber  in  private 
or  public  funds.  Then  they  are  inexperienced  in  long  and 
iransmanne  wars,  as  they  omy  wage  them  with  each  otl^  for 
a  short  time,  owing  to  their  poverty.  And  men  of  this  de- 
scaription  can  neither*  man  fleets  nor  often  sraid  out  land  arma- 
ments ;  being  at  the  same  tinote  absent  from  their  private  busi- 
ness, and  spending  from  their  own  resources ;  and,  moreover, 
being  also  shut  out  fix>m  the  sea:  but  it  is  super-abundant 
revenues  that  support  wars,  rather  Iban  compulsory  contribu- 
tions. And  men  who  till  the  land  themselves  are  more  ready 
to  wage  war  with  their  persons  than  with  thdr  money :  feeL- 
ing  confident,  with  regara  to  the  former,  that  they  will  escape 
from  dangers ;  but  not  being  sure,  with  regard  to  the  latter, 
that  they  wfll  not  spend  it  before  they  have  done ;  especially 
should  the  war  be  prolonged  beyond  their  expectation,  as  [in 
this  case]  it  probably  may.  For  in  one  battle  the  Peloponne- 
sians  and  their  allies  might  cope  with  all  the  Greeks  together ; 
but  they  could  not  carry  on  a  tvar  against  resources  of  a  dif- 
ferent description  to  their  own ;  since  they  have  no  one  board 
of  council,  so  as  to  execute  any  measure  with  vigor ;  and  all 
having  equal  votes,  and  not  b^ng  of  the  same  races,  each  for- 
wards his  own  interest ;  for  which  reasons  nothing  generally 
is  brought  to  completion.  For  some  of  them  ynsh  to  avenge 
themselves  as  much  as  possible  on  some  particular  party; 
while  others  wish  as  little  as  possible  to  waste  their  own  pro- 

. '  Literally,  *'  who  work  themselves ;"  in  oppositicm  to  such  as  had  slaves 
to  work  for  them.  The  substantive  ipya^  and  the  verb  ipyd^ofiai^  are 
frequently  used  with  especial  refer^ce  to  agricultural  work,  e,g,lL12.8, 

*  Goller  repeats  Uirefinetv  with  irXtfpovvTtc, 
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perty.  And  after  being  slow  in  coming  together,  it  is  but 
during  a  small  part  of  the  time  that  they  look  to  any  of  the 
general  interests,  while  during  the  greater  part  they  are  con- 
triving for  their  own.  And  each  individual  does  not  ims^ne 
that  he  will  do  any  harm  by  his  own  neglect,  but  thinks  that 
it  is  the  business  of  every  one  else  too  to  look  out  for  himself; 
SQ  that  through  the  same  idea  being  individually  entertained 
by  all,  the  common  cause  is  collectively  sacrinced  without 
their  observing  it, 

142.  "Most  of  all  will  they  be  impeded  b^  scarcity  of 
nK>ney,  while,  through  their  downess  m  providing  it,  they 
continue  to  delay  their  operations ;  whereas  the  opportunities 
of  war  wait  for  no  one.  Neither,  again,  is  their  raising  works 
against  us  worth  fearing,  or  their  fleet.  With  reg^d  to  the 
former,  it  were  difficult  even  in  time  of  peace  to  set  up  a  rival 
city ;  much  more  in  a  hostile  country,  and  when  we  should 
liave  raised  works  no  less  against  them :  and  if  they  build 
[only]  a  fort,  they  might  perhaps  hurt  some  part  of  our  land 
by  incursions  and  desertions* ;  it  will  not,  however,  be  possible 
for  them  to  prevent  our  sailing  to  their  country  and  raising 
forts,  and  retaliating  with  our  ships,  in  which  we  are  so 
strong.  For  we  have  more  advantage  for  land-service  irom 
our  naval  skill,  than  they  have  for  naval  matters  from  their 
skill  by  land.  But  to  become  skillful  at  sea  will  not  easily  be 
acquired  by  them.  For  not  even  have  you,  though  practidng 
from  the  very  time  of  the  Median  war,  brought  it  to  perfec- 
tion as  yet ;  how  then  shall  men  who  are  agriculturalists 
and  not  mariners,  and,  moreover,  will  not  even  be  permitted 
to  practice,  from  being  always  observed*  by  us  with  many 
ships,  achieve  any  thing  worth  speaking  of  I  Against  a  few 
ships  observing  them  they  might  run  the  risk,  encouraging 
their  ignorance  by  their  numbers ;  but  when  kept  in  check  by 
many,  Uiey  will  remain  quiet ;  and  through  not  practicing  will 
be  the  less  skillful,  and  therefore  the  more  afraid.  For  naval 
service  is  a  matter  of  art,  like  any  thing  else ;  and  does  not 
admit  of  being  practiced  just  when  it  may  happen,  as  a  by- 
work  ;  but  rather  does  not  even  allow  of  any  thing  else  being  a 
by-work  to  it. 

'  i.  c,  by  harboring  the  slaves  and  others  who  might  go  over  to  them. 

s  itfkopfieiv  means  properly  '*  to  lie  at  anchor,  or  take  up  a  station,  with 
a  hostile  purpose ;"  hence,  "  to  observe  the  movements  of  an  enemy,  with 
a  view  to  attack  him;"  or,  frequently,  "to  blockade  him." 
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143.  ^  Even  if  they  should  take  some  of  the  funds  at  Olym- 
pia  or  Delphi,  and  endeaTor,  by  higher  pay,  to  rob  us  of 
our  fomgn  sailors,  that  would  be  alarming,  if  we  were 
not  a  match  for  them,  by  going  on  board  ourselves  and  our 
resident  aliens ;  but  now  this  is  the  case ;  and,  what  is  best 
of  all,  we  have  native  steersmen,  and  crews  at  large,  more 
numerous  and  better  than  all  the  rest  of  Greece.  And 
with  the  danger  before  them,  none  of  the  foreigners  would 
consent  to  fly  his  country,  and  at  the  same  time  with  less  hope 
of  success  to  join  them  in  the  struggle,  for  the  sake  of  a  few 
days'  higher  pay.  The  circumstances  of  the  Peloponnesians 
then  seem,  to  me  at  least,  to  be  of  such  or  nearly  such  a 
character ;  while  ours  seem  both  to  be  free  from  the  faults  I 
have  found  in  theirs,  and  to  have  other  great  advantages  in 
more  than  an  equal  degree.  Again,  should  they  come  by  land 
against  our  country,  we  will  sail  against  theirs ;  and*  the  loss 
unll  be  greater  for  even  a  part  of  the  Peloponnese  to  be  rav- 
aged, than  for  the  whde  of  Attica.  For  they  will  not  be  able 
to  obtain  any  land  in  its  stead  without  fighting  for  it ;  while  we 
have  abundance,  both  in  islands  and  on  the  mainland.  More- 
over, consider  it  [in  this  point  of  view]:  if  we  had  been 
islanders,  who  would  have  been  more  impregnable  ?  And  we 
ought,  as  it  is,  with  views  as  near  as  possible  to  those  of 
islanders,  to  give'  up  all  thought  of  our  land  and  houses,  and 
keep  watch  over  the  sea  and  the  city ;  and  not,  through  being 
enraged  on  their  account,  to  come  to  an  engagement  with  the 
Peloponnesians,  who  are  much  more  numerous ;  (for  if  we  de- 
feat them,  we  shall  have  to  fight  again  with  no  fewer  of  them ; 
and  if  we  meet  with  a  reverse,  our  allies  are  lost  also ;  for  they 
will  not  remain  quiet  if  we  are  not  able  to  lead  our  forces 
against  them ;)  and  we  should  make  lamentation,  not  for  the 
houses  and  land,  but  for  the  lives  [that  are  lost] ;  for  it  is  not 
these  things  that  gain  men,  but  men  that  gain  these  things. 
And  if  I  uiought  mat  I  should  persuade  you,  I  would  bid  you 
go  out  yourselves  and  ravage  them,  and  show  the  Pelc^nne- 

>  Literally,  "  it  will  no  longer  be  the  same  thing  for  some  part  of  the 
Peloponnese  to  be  ravaged,  and  for  the  whole  of  Attica." 
3  d<jtirifu  is  used  in  a  similar  sense  by  Sophocles,  (Ed.  CoL  914 

elr*  u^€ic 

uyeig  9  a  xpi^^^^i  *<»^  napiaraoai  f3tg. 
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Bians  that  you  will  not  sulHiiit  to  them  for  these  things,  at  any 
rate, 

144.  ^^  I  have  also  many  other  grounds  Ibr  hoping  that  we 
shall  conquer,  if  you  will  avoid  gaining  additional  dominion  at 
the  time  of  your  being  engaged  in  the  war,  and  bringing  on 
yourselves  dangers  of  your  own  choosing;  for  I  am  more 
afraid  of  our  own  mistakes  than  of  the  enemy's  plans.  But 
those  points  i^all  be  explained  in  ano^er  speech  at  the  time 
of  the  events.  At  the  present  time  let  us  send  these  men 
away  with  this  answer :  that  with  regard  to  the  Meg^^ans, 
we  will  allow  them  to  use  our  ports  and  market,  if  the  Lace- 
daemonians also  abstain  from  expelling  foreigners,  whether 
ourselves  or  our  allies*  (for  it  forbids  neither  the  one  nor  Uie 
other  in  the  treaty) :  with  regard  to  the  states,  that  he  will 
leave  them  independent,  if  we  also  held  them  as  independent 
when  we  made  the  treaty ;  and  when  tliey  too  restore  to  the 
states  a  permission  to  be  independent  suitably  to  the  interests,* 
not  of  the  Lacedsenaonians  themselves,  but  of  the  several  states, 
as  they  wish :  that  we  are  willing  to  submit  to  judicial  deci^on, 
according  to  the  treaty :  and  that  we  will  not  commence  hos- 
tilities, but  will  defend  ourselves  agamst  those  who  do.  For 
this  is  both  a  right  answer  and  a  becoming  one  for  the  state 
to  give.  But  you  should  know  that  go  to  war  we  must ;  Mid 
if  we  accept  it  willingly  rather  than  not,  we  shall  find  the 
enemy  less  disposed  to  press  us  hard ;  and,  moreover,  that  it 
is  from  the  greatest  hazards  that  the  greatest  honors  also  are 
gained,  both  by  state  and  by  individual.  Our  fathers,  at  any 
rate,  by  withstanding  the  Medes — though  they  did  not  begin 
with  such  resources  [as  we  have],  but  had  even  abandoned 
what  they  had — ^and  by  counsel,  more  than  by  fortune,  and  by 
daring,  more  than  by  strength,  beat  off  the  barbarian,  and 
advanced  those  resources  to  their  present  height  And  we 
must  not  fall  short  of  them ;  but  must  repel  our  enemies  in 
every  way,  and  endeavor  to  bequeath  our  power  to  our  posterity 
no  less  [man  we  received  it]." 

145.  I^ericles  spoke  to    this    effect;    and  the   Athenians, 

*  Arnold,  after  Hermann,  understands  iKelvo  and  rode  as  accusatives, 
and  supplies  ri  as  the  nominative  case  to  Ku^-vei.  Groller,  after  Haack, 
understands  koXvcl  as  impersonal,  *'  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  is  a 
hinderance  in  the  treaty." 

'  Compare  chap.  19.  1.  16. 1. 
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thinking  that  he  gave  them  the  best  advice,  voted  as  he  de- 
sired them,  and  answered  the  Lacedaemonians  according  to 
his  views,  both  on  the  separate  points,  as  he  told  them,  and 
generally,  that  they  would  do  nothing  on  command,  but  were 
ready  to  have  their  complaints  settled  by  judicial  decision,  ac- 
cordmg  to  the  treaty,  on  a  fair  and  equal  footing.  So  they 
went  back  home,  and  came  on  no  more  embassies  afterward. 

146.  These  were  the  charges  and  differences  that  each  side 
had  before  the  war,  beginning  fix)m  the  very  time  of  the  affiiirs 
at  £4>idamnus  and  Corcvra.  Nevertheless  they  continued  to 
have  intercourse  during  them,  and  to  go  to  each  other's  coun- 
trv  without  any  herald,  though  not  without  suspicion;  for 
what  was  taking  place  served  to  break  up  the  treaty,  and  was 
a  pretext  for  war. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BOOK  11. 


1.  The  war  between  the  Athenians  and  Peloponnesians 
and  their  respective  allies  now  begins  from  this  period,  at 
which  they  ceased  from  further  intercourse  with  eadi  other 
without  a  herald,  and  having  once  proceeded  to  hostilities,  car- 
ried them  on  continuously ;  and  the  history  of  it  is  written  in 
order,  as  the  several  events  happened,  by  summers  and  winters. 

2.  For  the  thirty  years'  truce  which  was  made  after  the  re- 
duction of  Euboea  lasted  fourteen  years;  but  in  the  fifteenth 
year,  when  Chrysis  was  in  the  forty-eighth  year  of  her  priest- 
hood at  Argos,  and  -^nesias  was  ephor  of  Sparta,  and  Py- 
thodorus  had  still  two  months  to  be  archon  at  Athens ;  in  the 
sixth  month  after  the  battle  at  Potidaea,  and  in  the  beginning 
of  spring,  rather  more  than  three  hundred  men  of  the  Tliebans 
(led  by  Pythangelus,  son  of  Phylidas,  and  Diemporus,  son  of 
Onetoride^  Boeotarchs),  about  iJiet  first*  watch  entered  with 
their  arms  into  Plataea,  a  town  of  Boeotia,  which  was  in  alli- 
ance with  the  Athenians.  There  were  certain  men  of  the 
Platseans  who  called  them  in,  and  opened  the  gates  to  them, 
namely,  Nauclides  and  his  party,  who  wished,  for  the  sake  of 
their  own  power,  to  put  to  death  those  of  the  citizens  who 
were  opposed  to  them,  and  to  put  the  city  into  the  hands  of 
the  Thebans.  They  carried  on  these  negotiations  through 
Eurymachus,  the  son  of  Leontiades,  a  very  influential  person 
at  Thebes.  For  the  Thebans,  foreseeing  that  the  war  would 
take  place,  wished  to  surprise  Plataea,  which  had  always  been 
at  variance  with  them,  while  it  was  still  time  of  peace,  and  the 
war  had  not  openly  broken  out.  And  on  this  account,  too, 
they  entered  tJie  more  easily  without  being  observed,  as  no 
guard  had  been  set  before  [the  gates].  After  piling  their 
arms  in  the  market-place,  they  did  not  comply  with  the  wish 
of  those  who  called  them  in  by  immediately  setting  to  work, 
and  going  to  the  houses  of  their  adversaries ;  but  determined 

»  Literally,  "  first  sleep." 
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to  make  a  proclamation  in  fiiendly  terms,  and  to  bring  the 
city  to  an  agreement  rather,  and  to  friendship ;  and  the  herald 
proclaimed,  that  whoever  wished  to  make  alliance  according 
to  the  hereditary  principles  of  all  the  Boeotians,  should  come 
and  pile^  his  arms  with  them,  supposing  that  the  city  would 
easily  come  oyer  to  them  by  this  method. 

3.  The  Platseans,  on  finding  that  the  Thebans  were  within 
their  walls,  and  that  their  city  was  unexpectedly  taken,  being 
very  much  alarmed,  and  thiiddng  that  iar  more  had  entered 
than  really  had  (for  they  did  not  see  them  in  the  night),  came 
to  an  agreement,  and  having  accepted  the  terms,  remained 
quiet;  especially  since  they  were  proceeding  to  no  violet 
measures  i^ainst  any  one.  But  by  some  means  or  other, 
while  making  these  negotiations,  they  observed  that  the  The- 
bans were  not  numerous,  and  thought  that  by  attacking  them 
they  might  easily  overpower  them ;  for  it  was  not  the  wish  of 
the  great  body  of  the  Platseans  to  revolt  from  the  Athenians. 
They  determined  therefore  to  make  the  attempt;  and  pro- 
ceeded to  join  each  other  by  digging  through  the  partition- 
walls  [of  their  houses],  that  they  might  not  be  seen  going 
through  the  streets;  and  set  wagons,  without  the  cattle,  in 
the  streets,  to  serve  for  a  barricade ;  and  got  every  thing  else 
ready,  as  each  seemed  likely  to  be  of  service  for  the  business 
in  hand.  When  things  were  in  readiness,  as  &r  as  they  could 
make  them  so,  having  watched  for  the  time  when  it  was  still 
night  and  just  about  day-break,  they  began  to  go  out  of  their 
houses  against  th^nj;  ^t  they^^^-might-not  .attack  them  by 
day-light,  wh^h-4h^  would  be  more  bold,  and  on  ^equal  terms 
with  fliemselves,  but  in  the  night,  when  they  would-be  more 
timid,  and  fight  at  a  disadvantage  through  their  own  acquaint- 
ance with  the  city.  So  they  assailed  them  immediately,  and 
came  to  close  quarters  with  them  as  quickly  as  they  could. 

*  "  The  Thebans,  as  usual  on  a  halt,  proceeded  to  pile  their  arms,  and 
by  inviting  the  Plataeans  to  pile  theirs  with  them,  they  meant  that  they 
should  come  in  arms  from  IJieir  several  houses  to  join  them,  and  thus 
naturally  pile  their  spears  and  shields  with  those  of  their  friends,  to  be 
taken  up  together  with  theirs,  whenever  they  should  be  required  either 
to  march  or  to  fight." — Arnold.    See  his  whole  note. 

2  The  original  is  rendered  obscure  by  the  singular  change  in  the  sub- 
jects of  the  two  \erbs,  7rpoa<f>ep<ovTai  and  yiyvtJVTai ;  the  former  refer- 
ring to  the  Plataeans,  the  latter  to  the  Thebans.  I  have  allowed  myself 
a  little  more  license  than  usual  in  translating  the  passage,  to  avoid  the 
awkwardness  of  a  literal  version. 
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4.  The  Thebans,  on  finding  themselves  outwitted,  prooeeded 
to  dose  their  ranks,  and  repel  their  attacks,  wherever  tiiej 
might  M\  upon  them.  And  twice  or  thrice  they  beat  them 
off;  bat  afterward,  when  the  men  were  assailing  them  witii 
a  great  clamor,  and  the  women  and  slaves  were  raising  a 
loud  shouting  and  screaming  fi'om  ike  houses,  and  pehing 
them  with  stones  and  tiles,  and  a  violent  rain  also  had  come 
on^  the  night,  they  were  ^ghtened,  and  turned  and  fled 
throu^  the  city,  the  greater  part  of  them,  through  the  dark 
and  diet  (for  the  event  happened  at  the  end  of  the  month), 
being  unacquainted  with  the  ways  out,  by  which  lliey  were  to 
save  themselves;  while  they  had  pursuers  who  were  acquainted 
witii  them,*  to  prevent  their  escaping:  so  that  many  were  put 
to  death.  \  Moreover,  one  of  the  Platseans  had  shut  the  gate  by 
which  they  had  entered,  and  which  was  the  only  one  opened, 
by  driving  the  spike  of  a  spear  into  the  bar,  instead  of  a  bolt' ; 
so  that  there  was  no  longer  any  way  out  even  by  that.  As 
they  were  chased  up  and  down  the  city,  some  of  them  mounted 
the  wall  and  threw  themselves  over,  and  perished  most  of 
them :  others  came  to  a  lone  gate,  and,  a  woman  having  given 
them  an  ax,  cut  through  the  bar  without  being  observed,  and 
went  out,  but  in  no  great  numbers,  for  it  was  quickly  dis- 
covered ;  while  oHiers  met  their  fate  scattered  about  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  city.  But  the  lai^est  and  most  united  body 
of  them  rushed  into  a  spacious  building  which  joined  on  to  the 
wall^  and  the  near  door  of  which  happened  to  be  open,  blink- 
ing that  the  door  of  the  building  was  a  gate  [of  the  city],  and 
that  there  was  a  passage  straight  through  to  the  outside. 
When  the  Plataeans  saw  them  cut  oSy  they  consulted  whether 

^  "  Ton  fi^  eKtjievyeiv,^  Poppo  observes  that  the  infinitive  does  not  ex- 
press a  purpose,  as  it  does  elsewhere,  but. a  result.  Arnold  supposes  that 
*'when  thu^  added  to  sentences  in  the  genitive  case,  it  denotes  properly 
neither  an  intended  nor  an  unintended  result,  but  simply  a  connection, 
or  belonging  to,  in  the  attached  idea  with  respect  to  that  which  had  pre- 
ceded it  *  Having  their  pursuers  well  acquainted  with  the  ways,  which 
thing  beloi^ed  to,  or  was  connected  with,  their  not  esci^ing.' " 

2  "The  SaXavoc  was  a  sort  of  pin  or  bolt  inserted  into  the  bar,  and 
going  through  it  into  the  gates.  When  driven  quite  home,  it  could  of 
course  only  be  extracted  by  a  key  whose  pipe  exactly  corresponded  to 
it  in  size,  so  as  to  take  a  firm  hold  on  it :  and  hence  the  key  was  called 
paXavdypOj  or  catch-boll^  from  its  catching  and  so  drawing  out  the 
pdlavoc.  The  effect  of  putting  in  this  spike  was  exactly  that  of  spiking 
a  cannon;  it  could  not  again  be  extracted,  as  there  was  no  proper  key 
to  fit  iV'—Amold. 
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they  should  bum  them  where  they  wer^  by  Betting  fire  to  the 
Wiiding,  or  t«eat  ih^m  in  any  other  way.  At  last,  both  those 
9fid  aH  ihe  rest  of  the  Thebana  that  were  yet  alive,  and  wan* 
dering  up  and  down  the  city^  i^reed  to  deliver  up  themselves 
and  their  arms  to  the  Plataeans,  to  do  with  them  as  they 
pleased.    Thus  then  fared  tho  party  who  were  in  Plataea. 

d.  The  rest  of  the  Thebans,  who  were  to  have  joined  them 
with  all  their  forees  while  it  was  i^U  ni^t,  in  case  tiiose 
who  had  ent^r^  should  be  at  all  ui^uoo^sfiil,  on  receiving 
on  their  marcji  the  tidings  of  what  had  happened,  advanced 
to  their  succor.  Now  Plataea  is  seventy  stades  distant 
from  Thebes,  and  the  rain  which  had  fallen  in  the  night 
made  them  proceed  the  slower;  for  the  river  Asopus  was 
floiying  with  a  full  stream,  and  was  not  to  be  crossed  easily. 
So  by  marching  through  the  rain,  and  having  passed  the  river 
with  difficulty,  they  arrived  too  late ;  as  some  of  the  men  had 
been  by  this  time  slain,  and  others  of  them  were  kept  alive  as 
prisoners.  When  the  Thebans  learned  what  had  happened, 
they  formed  a  design  against  those  of  the  Plataeans  who  were 
outside  the  city  (for  there  were  both  men  and  stock  in  tJie 
fields,  inasmuch  as  the  evil  had  happened  unexpectedly  in 
time  of  peace),  for  they  wi^ed  to  have  all  they  could  take  to 
exchange  for  their  own  men  within,  should  any  happen  to 
have  been  tak^i  alive.  Such  were  their  plans.  But  the 
PlataBans,  while  they  were  still  deliberating,  having  suspected 
that  th^e  would  be  something  of  this  kind,  and  being  akrmed 
for  those  outside,  sent  out  a  herald  to  the  Thebans,  saying 
that  they  had  not  acted  justly  in  what  had  been  done,  by  en* 
deavoring  to  seize  their  city  in  time  of  treaty ;  and  told  them 
not  to  injure  what  was  without ;  else  tkei^  also  would  put  to 
death  tlw  men  whom  they  had  alive  in  their  hands;  but  if 
they  withdrew  again  from  ike  territory,  they  would  give  the 
mai  back  to  them.  The  Thebans  give  this  account  of  the 
matter,  and  say  that  they  swpre  to  it.  But  the  PlatsBans  do 
not  acknowledge  that  they  promised  to  give  back  the  men 
immediately^  but  when  proposals  had  first  been  made,  in  case 
of  their  coming  to  any  agreement :  and  they  deny  that  they 
swore  to  it.     ^At  any  rate  the  Thebans  retired  from  the  ter- 

'  t.  g.,  whichever  of  the  two  different  statements  was  the  more  correct 
one.  Such  I  think  is  generally  the  meaning  of  <J*  ovv ;  and  I  doubt 
whether  it  has  not  this  force,  T.  3.  5.  Oi  6'  ovv  wf  eKaoroi  'EaXj^vcc, 
K.  T.  ^.     "  "Whatever  truth  there  may  be  in  the  theory  just  stated,  cer- 
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ritory  without  having  done  any  injury;  but  the  Platseans, 
after  getting  in  as  quickly  as  possiWe  whatever  they  had  in 
the  country,  immediately  put  the  men  to  death.  Those  who 
had  been  taken  were  one  hundred  and  eighty,  and  Euryma- 
chus,  with  whom  the  traitors  had  negotiated,  was  one  of  them. 

6.  When  they  had  done  this,  they  sent  a  messenger  to 
Athens,  and  gave  back  the  dead  to  the  Thebans  under  a 
truce,  and  arranged  matters  in  the  city  to  suit  their  present 
circumstances,  as  seemed  best  to  them. — Now  news  had  im- 
mediately been  taken  to  the  Athenians  of  what  had  been  done 
with  respect  to  the  Plataeans ;  and  they  straightway  seized  as 
many  of  the  Boeotians  as  were  in  Attica,  and  sent  a  herald  to 
Platsea,  with  orders  to  forbid  their  proceeding  to  extremities, 
in  the  ease  of  the  Thebans  whom  they  had  in  their  hands,  till 
they  also  should  take  counsel  about  them:  for  tidings  of  their 
being  dead  had  not  yet  reached  them.  For  the  first  messenger 
[of  the  Platseans]  had  gone  out  at  the  very  time  of  the  enter- 
ing of  the  Thebans ;  and  the  second,  when  they  had  just  been 
conquered  and  taken :  so  that  of  the  subsequent  events  they 
knew  nothing.  Thus  then  the  Athenians  were  in  ignorance 
when  they  sent  their  order ;  and  the  herald,  on  his  arrival, 
found  the  men  slain.  After  this  the  Athenians  marched  to 
Platsea,  and  brought  in  provisions,  and  left  a  garrison  in  it, 
and  took  out  the  least  efficient  of  the  men  wim  the  women 
and  children. 

7.  When  the  business  at  PlatsBa  had  occurred,  and  the 
treaty  had  been  clearly  broken,  the  Athenians  began  to  pre- 
pare for  going  to  war;  and  so  did  the  Lacedffimonians  and 
their  allies,  both  intending  to  send  embassies  to  the  king,  and 
to  the  barbarians  in  other  parts,  from  whatever  quarter  either 
party  hoped  to  gain  any  assistance,,  and  bringing  into  alliance 
with  them  such  states  as  were  not  in  their  power.  And  on* 
the  side  of  the  Lacedaemonians,  in  addition  to  the  ships  already 
on  the  spot  in  Sicily  and  Italy,  belonging  to  those  who  had 
espoused  their  cause,  they  were  ordered  to  build  more  accord- 
ing to  the  greatness  of  the  cities,  so  that  in  the  whole  number 

tainly  the  Greeks  did  nothing  in  one  united  body,"  etc.    Thus  it  ap- 
proaches more  nearly  in  signification  to  yovv  than  to  the  simple  ovvy  with 
which  it  generally  seems  to  be  regarded  as  synonymous.    The  tragedians 
very  frequently  use  it  in  this  manner.    In  other  passages,  however,  it  ' 
has  the  proper  force  of  each  particle,  "  and  accordingly." 

*  For  the  construction  of  this  obscure  sentence,  see  Arnold's  note. 
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they  should  amount  to  five  hundred ;  and  to  get  ready  a  cer- 
tain sum  of  money  which  was  mentioned,  while  they  remained 
quiet  in  other  reqpeots,  and  received  the  Athenians  coming 
with  a  single  ship,  till  these  preparations  should  he  made. 
The  Athenians,  on  the  other  h«id,  were  inspecting  their  pres- 
ent confederacy,  and  sending  embassadors  to  the  countries 
more  immediately  around  the  Peloponnese,  as  CkM'cyra,  Cephal- 
lenia,  Acamania,  and  Zacynthus;  seeing  that  if  these  were 
firm  firiends  to  them,  they  would  successfully  carry  on  the 
war  round  the  Poloponnese. 

8.  Indeed  both  parties  had  no  small  designs,  but  put  forth 
their  stren^  to  the  war :  and  not  unnaturally ;  for  all  men  at 
the  beffinmng  i^ply  themselves  to  it  more  eagerly ;  and  at  that 
time  the  young  men,  being  numerous  in  the  Peloponnese,  and 
also  at  Atb^is,  were,  through  their  inexperience,  not  unwiUing 
to  engage  in  the  war.  And  tibe  rest  of  Greece  was  all  in  ex- 
citement at  the  conflict  of  the  principltf^  states.  And  many  - 
prophecies*  were  repeated,  and  reciters  of  oracles  were  singing 
many  of  them,  botn  among  those  who  were  going  to  war 
and  in  the  other  states.  Moreover,  Delos  had  b^n  visited  by 
an  earthquake  a  short  time  before  this,  though  it  had  never 
had  a  shock  before  in  the  memory  of  the  Greeks ;  and  it  was 
said  and  thought  to  have  been  ominous  of  what  was  about  to 
take  place.  And  whatever  else  of  this  kind  had  happened  to 
occur  was  all  searched  up.  The  good  wishes  of  men  made 
greatly  for  the  LacedBemonians,  especially  as  they  gave  out 
that  fliey  were  the  hberators  of  Greece.  And  every  individ- 
ual, as  well  as  state,  put  fwth  his  strength  to  help  them  in 
whatever  he  could,  both  by  word  and  de^;  Oad  each  thought 
that  the  cause  was  impeded  at  that  point  at  which  he  himself 
would  not  be  present.  So  angry  were  the  generality  with 
the  Athenians;  some  from  a  ^nsh  to  be  released  from  their 
dominion,  others  from  a  fear  of  being  brought  under  it. 
With  such  preparations  and  feelings  then  did  they  enter  on 
the  contest. 

'  Poppo,  Bredow,  and  Haack  agree  in  considering  Xoyia  as  a  more 
general  term  for  any  prophetic  announcement  whatever,  in  opposition  to 
xprja/iolj  which  were  metrical  compositions,  generaUj  in  hexameters  or 
trimeter  iambics,  delivered  by  an  oracUj  and  recited  by  persons  who  col- 
lected them,  and  were  called  xpv^^f^o^oyoi.  For  a  specimen  of  the  classy 
see  the  Birds  of  Aristophanes,  v.  960. 
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9.  Each  party  bad  theJc^wing  states  in  Blliance  when 
they  set  to  the  war.  The  allies  of  the  Lacedaemonians  were 
these :  all  the  Peloponnesiaiis  within  the  Isthmus,  exc^t  the 
Argives  and  Aoh^eans  (these  were  in  .fiieiidship  with  both 
parties ;  and  the  PeUenians  were  the  only  pec^le  of  ike  AchsB- 
ans  that  joined  in  the  war  at  first,  ihou^  afterward  all  of 
them  did);  and  without  the  Peloponnese,  the  Megsreans, 
Locrisms,  Bootians,  Phoeians,  Ambraciots,  Leucadians,  and 
Anactorians.  Of  these,  the  states  which  furnished  a  imvy 
were  the  Corinthians,  Megareans,  Sicyonians,  P^enians, 
Means,  Ambraciots,  and  Leucadiaiis.  Those  ihat  supplied 
cavalry  wefQ  the  Bceotians,  Phoeians,  and  Locrians.  Tlie 
rest  <rf  them  sent  in&ntry.  This  then  was  the  Lacedaemo- 
nian confederacy.  That  of  the  Athenians  comprehended  the 
Chians,  Lesbians,  Plataeans,  the  Messemans  at  Naupacttts,  the 
greater  part  of  the  Acamanians,  the  Corcyreans,  the  Zaeyn" 
thians :  also  some  otber  states  which  were  tributary  among 
the  following  nations.;  as  the  maritime  parts  of  Caria,  and 
Boris  adjacent  to  it,  Ionia,  the  Hellespont,  the  Greek  towns 
Thmce  ward;  the  islands,  which  were,  situated  between  the 
Pdoponn^se  and  Crete,  toward  the  east,^  and  sdl  the  rest  of 
the  Cyclj^^s  except  Moles  and  Thera.  Of  these,  the  Chians, 
Lesbians,,  and  Corcyreans,  furnished  a  naval  force,  the  rest'  of 
them  infiEintry  and  money.  Such  was  the  confederacy  on 
each  side,  and  their  resources  for  the  war. 

10.  The  Lacedaemoniims,  immediately  after  whi^  had  hap- 
pened at  Plataea,  sent  round  orders  through  the  Peloponnese 
and  the  rest  of  their  confederacy,  for  the  states  to  pr^are  an 
army  and  such  provisions  as  it  was  proper  to  have  for  a  for- 
eign expedition,  with  a  view  to  invading  Attica*  "When 
they  had  each  got  ready  by  the  appointed  iirae^  two  thirds 
from  every  state  assembled  at  the  !&thmus.  And  after  the 
whole  ax^iy  was  mustered,  Archidamus,  the  king  of  the  La- 
cedaemonians, who  led  this  expedition,  summoned  to  his  pres^ 

*  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  at  u^Xai  KvKXdt^eg  may  signify  the  more 
westeriy  part  of  flie  group,  in  opposition  to  irodg  ^Xiov  dvtaxovaa.  Other- 
wise BlooH^eid's  must  be  the  only  correct  version ;  "  fiamely^  all  the  Cy- 
clades,"  etc.  The  lact  of  both  Melos  and  Thera  being  among  the  most 
•^(nUherly  of  all  the  islands  seems  entirely  to  overthrow  GWiller's  interpre- 
tation of  the  passage,  which  would  refer  al  aXXai  KvKlaSeg  to  the  islands 
east  of  Greece  Frcj^f  in  contradistinction  to  the  Peloponnese  and  Crete. 
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ence  the  gen^ais  of  all  the  states,  and  those  highest  in  office 
and  of  most  importance,  and  spoke  to  the  following  purport : 

11.  "Men  of  the  Peloponnese  and  allies,  both  our  fathers 
made  many  expeditions,  as  well  in  the  Peloponnese  as  out  of 
it,  and  the  elder  part  of  ourselves  are  not  without  experience 
in  wars.  Never  yet,  however,  have  we  marched  out  -with  a 
greater  force  than  this ;  but  we  are  now  going  against  a  most 
powerful  state,  and  with  a  most  numerous  and  most  excellently 
equipped  army  on  our  own  side.  We  ought  then  to  show  our- 
selves fieitiier  inferior  to  our  fathers,  nor  degenerated  l&om 
our  own  character.  For  the  whole  of  Greece  has  its  expect- 
ation raised,  and  is  paying  attention  to  this  attack,  with  good 
wishes  that  we  may  succeed  in  our  designs,  through  their 
hatred  of  tiie  Athenians.  Though,  then,  some  may  think 
that  we  are  making  the  attack  with  superior  numbers,  and 
that  it  is  very  certain  our  adversaries  will  not  meet  us  in 
battle,  we  must  not^  for  this  reason,  go  at  all  less  care^lly 
pr^ared;  but  both  the  general  and  soldier  of  each  state 
should,  as  far  as  concerns  himself,  be  always  expecting  to 
come  into  danger.  For  the  events  of  war  are  uncertain,  and 
attacks  are  generally  made  in  it  with  short  notice,  and  under 
the  impulse  of  passion ;  frequently,  too,  has  the  less  number, 
through  being  afraid,  more  successfully  repelled  the  more 
numerous  forces,  through  their  being  unprepared  in  conse- 
quence of  their  contempt.  In  the  enemy's  country  indeed  men 
ought  always  to  march  with  boldness  of  feeling,  but  at  the 
same  time  to  make  their  actual  preparations  with  a  de- 
gree of  fear ;  for  in  this  way  they  would  be  at  once  most  full 
of  courage  for  attacking  their  adversaries,  and  most  secure 
against  being  attacked.  But  in  our  own  case,  we  are  not 
going  against  a  state  that  is  so  powerless  to  defend  itself 
but  against  one  most  excellently  provided  with  every  thing ; 
so  that  we  must  fully  expect  that  they  will  meet  us  in  battle ; 
and  if  they  have  not  already  set  out  before  we  are  there, 
yet  [that  tney  will  do  so],  when  they  see  us  in  their  terri- 
tory wasting  and  destroying  their  property.  For  all  are 
angry,  when  suffering  any  unwonted  evil,  to  see  it  done  be- 
fore their  eyes,  and  in  their  very  presence :  and  those  who 
[on  such  provocation]  reflect  the  least,  set  to  work  with 
the  greatest  passion  [to  avenge  themselves].  And  it  is  nat- 
ural that  the  Athenians  should  do  so  even  to  a  greater  ex- 
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tent  than  others^  since  they  presume  to  rule  the  rest  of  the 
wcurldy  and  to  go  against  and  ravage  their  neighbors'  land, 
rather  than  see  their  own  ravaged.  As  then  we  are  march- 
ing against  a  state  of  this  description,  and  shall  gain  for  our 
forefathers,  as  well  as  for  ourselves,  the  most  decided  charac^ 
ter,  one  way  or  the  other,  from  the  results ;  follow  where  any 
one  may  lead  you,  valuing  order  and  caution  above  every 
thing,  and  with  quickness  receiving  your  commands.  For 
this  IS  the  finest  and  the  safest  thing  that  can  be  seen,  for  a 
iarge  body  of  men  to  show  themselves  maintaining  tmilbrm 
discipline." 

12.  Having  thus  spoken,  and  dismissed  the  assembly,  Ap- 
chidamus  fii^  sent  Melesippus  son  of  Diacritus,  a  Spartan, 
to  Athens ;  in  case  the  Atlienians  might  be  more  disposed  to 
submit,  when  they  saw  that  the  Peloponnesians  were  now  on 
their  march.  But  they  did  not  admit  him  into  the  city,  nc^  to 
their  assembly ;  for  tihe  opinion  of  Pericles  had  previously 
been  adopted,  not  to  admit  any  herald  with  to  embassy  from 
the  Lacedaemonians,  when  they  had  once  marched  out  from 
their  frontiers.  They  sent  him  back  therefore  before  hearing 
him,  and  ordered  him  beyond  the  borders  that  same  day, 
and  [to  tell  those  who  sent  him]  that  in  futiu*e,  if  they  wished 
to  propose  any  thing,  they  should  send  embassadors  after 
they  had  retired  to  their  own  territories.  And  they  sent  an 
escort  with  Melesippus,  to  prevent  his  holding  communica* 
laon  with  any  one.  When  he  was  on  the  frontiers,  and  was 
about  to  be  dismissed,  he  spoke  these  words  and  departed: 
"This  day  will  be  the  beginning  of  great  evils  to  Greece." 
When  he  arrived  at  the  camp,  and  Arcbidamus  found  that  the 
Athenians  would  not  yet  submit  at  all,  he  then  set  out  and 
advanced  with  his  army  into  their  territory.  At  the  same  time, 
the  Boeotians,  while  they  furnished  their  contingent  and  their 
cavalry  to  join  the  Peloponnesians  in  their  expediti<m,  went  to" 
PlatsBa  with  the  remainder  of  their  force,  and  laid  waste  their 
land. 

13.  While  the  Pel^^nnesians  were  still  assembling  at  the 
Isthmus,  and.^erejon  &eir  march,  before  they  invaded  Attica, 
Pericles,  son  of  Xantluppus,  who  was  general  of  the  Athe- 
nians with-  nine  colleagues,-  when  he  found  that  the  invasion 
would  take '  place,  sus^fected  •  that  either  Arcbidamus,  because 
he  happened  to.be  his  friejici,  might  frequently  pass  over  his 
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jandsy  and  not  ravage  them,  horn  a  personal  wish  to  oblige 
him ;  or  that  this  might  be  done  at  the  command  of  the  Lace^ 
dsemonians  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  slander  against  him 
— ^as  it  was  also  with  reference  to  Mm  that  they  had  charged 
them  to  drive,  out  the  accursed;  and  therefore  he  publicly 
declared  to, the  Athenians  in  the  assembly,  that  though  Ar- 
chidamus  was  his  friend,  he  had  not  been  admitt^  into 
his  friendship  for  any  harm  to  the  state ;  should,  then,  the 
enemy  not  lay  wa^;e  his  lands  and  houses,  like  those  of  the 
rest,  he  gave  them  up  to  be  public  property,  and  that  no 
suspicion  might  arise  against  tiiem  on  die^Q  grounds.  He 
gave  them  advice  also  on  their  present  affairs,  the  same  as  he 
had  before  given ;  namely,  to  prepare  for  the  war,  and  bring 
in  their  property  from  the  country,  and  not  go  out  against 
them  to  battle,  but  to  come  in  and  guard  the  city,  and  get 
ready  their  fleet,  in  which  they  were  so  strong,  and  keep  Sie 
allies  tight  in  hand ;  reminding  them  that  their  main  strength 
was  derived  from  the  returns  of  the  money  paid  by  these^  and 
that  most  of  the  advantages  in  war  were  gained  by  counsel 
and  abundance  of  money.  And  [on  this  head]  he  told  them 
to  be  of  good  courage,  as  the  state  had,  on  an  average,  six  hun- 
dred talents  coming  in  yearly  as  tribute  from  the  allies,  not 
reckoning  its  other  sources  of  income ;  while  there  were  still 
at  that  time  in  the  Acropolis  6000  talents  of  coined  silver ; 
(for  the  greatest  sum  there  had  ever  been  was  9*700  talents, 
frcHu  which  had  been  taken  what  was  spent  on  the  propylsea 
of  the  citadel,  and  the  other  buildings,  and  on  Potidsea ;)  and 
besides,  of  uncoined  gold  and  silver  in  private  and  public  offer- 
ings, and  all  the  sacred  utensils  for  the  processions  and  games, 
and  the  Median  spoils,  and  every  thing  else  of  the  kind,  there 
was  not  less  than  600  talents.  *  Moreover,  he  added  the  treas- 
ures in  the  other  temples,*  to  no  small  amount,  which  they 
would  use ;  and,  in  case  of  their  being  absolutely  excluded 
from  all  resources,  even  the  golden  appendages  of  the  goddess 
herself;  explaining  to  them  that  the  statue  contained  40 
talents  of  pure  gold,  and  that  it  wasall  UGaripQgable ;  and  after 
using  it  for  iheir  preservation  tlie^^'-^u^t,  QEipsa^:5?^tore  it  to 
the  same  amount.     With  regard<^\NaJons^:,4h^^  en- 

couraged them.  And  as  lo/'^^\y'^^^^pqd^%  told 
them  that  they  had  thirteen  AlUt^s^d,  besides  xl;jo§^  m  gar- 
».  e,,  besides  the  temple  of  Milq^,  wlnc|K^a^^6  piabl];p*ii|asur7* 
\\^  \     '  I         \\ 
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risons  and*  on  the  ramparts  to  the  number  of  sixteen  thousand. 
For  this  was  the  number  that  kept  guard  at  first,  whenev^ 
the  enemy  made  an  incursion,  drawn  from  the  oldest  and  the 
youngest,  and  such  of  the  resident  aliens  as  were  heavy- 
armed.  For  of  the  Phaleric  wall  there  were  five  and  thirty 
stades  to  the  circuit  of  the  city  wall ;  and  of  that  circuit  itself 
the  guarded  part  was  three  and  forty  stades ;  a  certain  part  of 
it  being  unguarded,  viz.  that  between^  the  long  wall  and  the 
Phaleric.  There  were  also  the  long  walls  to  the  Pirseus,  a 
distance  of  forty  stades,  of  which  the  outer  one  was  mann^ ; 
while  the  whole  circumference  of  Piraeus  with  Munychia  was 
sixty  stades,  though  the  guarded  part  was  only  half  that  ex- 
tent. Of  cavahy,  again,  he  showed  them  that  tiiey  had  twelve 
hundred,  including  mounted  bowmen;  with  sixteen  hundred 
bowmen  [on  foot],  and  three  hundred  triremes  fit  for  service. 
These  resources,  and  no  fewer  than  these  in  their  several 
kinds,  had  the  Athenians,  when  the  invasion  of  the  Pelopon- 
nesians  was  first  going  to  be  made,  and  when  they  were  setting 
to  the  war.  Other  statements  also  did  Pericles  make  to  them, 
as  he  was  accustomed,  to  prove  that  they  would  have  the  supe- 
riority in  the  war.     ^ 

14.  The  Athenians  were  persuaded  by  what  they  heard  from 
him ;  and  proceeded  to  bring  in  from  the  country  tiieir  children 
and  wives,  and  all  the  furniture  which  they  used  in  their 
houses,  pulling  down  even  the  wood- work  of  their  residences ; 
while  they  sent  their  sheep  and  cattle  over  to  Eubcea  and  the 
adjacent  islands.  But  the  renK)val  was  made  by  them  with 
reluctance,  from  the  greater  part  having  always  been  accus- 
tomed to  live  in  the  country. 

15.  This  had,  from  the  very  earliest  times,  been  the  case 
with  the  Athenians  more  than  with  others.  For  under 
Cecrops,  and  the  first  kings,  down  to  the  reign  of  Theseus,' 
the  population  of  Athens  had  always  inhabited  independent 
cities,  with  their  own  guild-halls   and   magistrates;   and  at 

*  Literally,  " soldiers  to  line  a  parapet,"  t.  c,  "for  garriaon  duty." — 
Arnold. 

'  i.  e,,  the  Piraic  wall,  in  opposition  to  the  Phaleric.  It  is  sometimes 
spoken  of  in  the  jplural  number,  rd  fiaxpcL  tecxv^  because  an  inner,  or 
southern,  wall  was  added  to  the  origmal  one  by  Pericles.  See  Arnold's 
and  Groller's  notes. 

'  Or,  "  Attica  had  always  been  inhabited  by  a  number  of  independent 
communities,"  or  "civil  societies,"  as  Arnold  renders  it. 
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sucli  times  as  they  were  not  in  fear  <^  any  danger,  they  did 
not  meet  the  king  to  consult  with  him,  but  themselves  sev- 
erally conducted  their  own  government,  and  took  their  own 
counsel;  and  there  were  instances  in  which  some  of  them 
even  waged  war  [against  him],  as  the  Eleusinians  with 
Eumolpus  did  against  Erectheus.  But  when  Theseus  had 
come  to  the  throne,  who  along  with  wisdom  had  power  also, 
he  b6th  r^ulated  the  country  in  other  respects,  and  having 
abolished  the  council-chouses  and  magistracies  of  the  other 
cities,  he  brought  them  all  into  union  with  the  present  city, 
asfflgning  them  one  guild-hall  and  one  council-house ;  and 
compell^  them  all,  while  they  enjoyed  each  their  own  prq>- 
erty  as  before,  to  use  this  one  city  only;  which,  since  all 
were  counted  as  belonging  to  it,  became  great,  and  was  so 
bequeathed  by  Theseus  to  those  who  came  after  him.  And 
from  ih&t  time  even  to  this  the  Athenians  keep,  at  the  public 
expense,  a  festival  to  the  goddess,  called  Synaxia}  Before 
that  time,  what  is  now  the  citadel  was  the  city,  with  the  dis- 
trict which  lies  under  it,  looking  chiefly  toward  tlw  south. 
And  this  is  a  proof  of  it ;  the  temples  of  the  other  gods  as 
well  [as  of  Minerva]  are  in  the  citadel  itself  and  those  that 
are  out  of  it  are  situated  chiefly  in  this  part  of  the  city ;  as 
that  of  the  Olympian  Jupiter,  of  the  Pythian  Apollo,  of  Terra, 
and  of  Bacchus  in  limnse,  in  whose  honor  the  more  ancient 
festival  of  Bacchus  is  held  on  the  twelfth  day  of  the  month 
Anthesterion ;  as  the  lonians  also,  who  are  descended  from 
the  Athenians,  even  to  this  day  observe  it  And  there  are 
other  ancient  temples  also  situated  in  this  quarter.  The  con- 
duit too,  which  is  now  called  Ennea<^unus,  [or,  nine-ppes;] 
from  the  tyrants  having  so  constituted  it,  but  which  had  form- 
erly the  name  of  Calurhoe,  when  the  springs  were  open,  the 
men  of  that  day  used,  as  it  was  near,  on  the  most  important 
occasions ;  and  even  at  the  present  time  they  are  accustomed, 
from  the  old  fashion,  to  use  the  water  b^re  marriages,  and  for 
other  sacred  purposes.  Moreover,  from  their  living  of  old  in 
this  quarter,  die  citadel  even  to  this  day  is  called  by  the  Athe- 
nians tiie  city. 

16.  For  a  long  time  then  the  Athenians  enjoyed  their  inde- 
pendent life  in  ^e  country ;  and  after  they  were  united,  still, 
from  the  force  of  habit,  the  generality  of  them  at  that  «arly 
*  i,  «.,  the  feast  of  the  union 
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period,  and  even  afterward,  down  to  ihe  time  of  this  war,  having 
witli  all  their  families  irattled  and  lived  in  the  country,  did  not 
remove  without  reluctance  (e^)ecial1y  as  they  had  but  lately 
recovered  their  establishments  after  the  Median  war),  but  were 
distressed  and  grieved  to  leave  their  houses,  and  the  temples 
which,  according  to  tiie  spirit  of  the  ancient  constitution,  had 
always  been  regarded  hy  them  as  the  places*  of  their  hereditary 
yroiAip ;  going,  as  they  now  were,  to  change  their  mode  of  life, 
and  each'  of  them  doing  what  was  equivalent  to  leaving  his 
native  dty. 

17.  Wben  they  came  into  the  city,  some  few  indeed  had 
residences,  and  a  place  of  reftige  with  some  of  their  friends  or 
relations;  but  the  great  bulk  of  lliem  dwelt  in  the  unoccupied 
parts  of  the  city,  and  in  all  the  temples  and  hero-chapels, 
except  the  Acropolis,  and  the  temple  of  the  Eleusinian  Ceres, 
and  any  other  that  was  kept  constantly  locked  up.  The  Pe- 
lasgium  also,  as  it  is  called,  under  the  Acropolis,  which  it  was 
even  forbidden  by  a  curse  to  inhabit,  and  prohibited  by  the  end 
of  a  Pythian  oracle,  to  this  eflfect,  "  the  Pelasgium  is  better 
unoccupied,"  was  nevertheless,  built  over,  from  the  immediate 
necessity  of  the  case.  And,  in  my  opinion,  the  oracle  proved 
true  in  the  contrary  way  to  what  was  expected.  For  it  was 
not,  I  think,  because  of  their  unlawftilly  inhabiting  this  spot, 
that  such  misfortunes  befell  the  city ;  but  it  was  owing  to  the 
war  that  the  necessity  of  inhabiting  it  arose ;  which  war  though 
the  god  did  not  mention,  he  fereknew  that  [owing  to  it]  the 
Pdasgium  would  hereafter  be  inhabited  for  no  good.  Many, 
tBO,- quartered  themselves  in  the  towers  of  the  walls,  and  in 
whatever  way  each  couM :  for  the  city  did  not  hold  them  when 
they  were  comer  all  together;  but  subsequently  they  occupied 
the  long  walls,  partitioning  them  out  among  them,  and  the 
greater  part  of  tilie  Piraeus.  At  the  same  time  they  also  applied 
Siemselves  to  matters  connected  with  the  war ;  mustering  their 
alHes,  and  equipping  an  armament  of  a  hundred  ships  for  the 
Peloponnese.  '$he  Athenians  then  were  in  this  state  of  prep- 
aration. 

18.  As  for  the  army  of  the  Peloponnesians,  on  the  other 
*  And  therefore  the  only  ones  in  which  they  thought  the  gods  would 

receive  their  prayers  and  saerificea.    See  Arnold's  note. 

^  Literally,  "  dding  nothing  else  but  leaving,"  etc.  Compare  III.  39. 
2.  Tt  d?.7io  ovTot,  ij  itrefSovXevaav ;  and  IV.  14.  3.  ov6ev  aXAo  ?;  tK  yj/Q 
ivavfMxovv,    Sf  9  JelTs  Or,  Gr.  895.  a 
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band,  the  first  town  it  came  to  in  Attica  was  (Enoe,  at  which 
point  they  intended  to  make  their  inroad.  And  having  Bnt 
down  before  it^  they  prepared  to  make  assaults  oa  the  w»i), 
both  with  engines  and  in  every  other  way.  For  (Enoe,  as  lying 
on  the  fircmtiers  of  Attica  and  Boeotia,  had  been  surrounded 
with  a  wdl,  and  tiie  Athenians  used  it  as  a  garrisoned  £[»rt, 
whenever  any  war  befell  them.  They  piepared  then  for 
assaulting  it,  and  wasted  their  time  about  it  to  no  pi^[>08e. 
And  from  tiiis  delay,  Archidamas  incoired  the  greatest  cen- 
sure: thou^  he  had,  even  while  ^  the  war  was  gathering, 
been  thought  to  show  a  want  of  s{»rit,  and  to  &vor  the 
Athenians,  by  not  heartily  recommending  hostilities.  And 
again,  after  the  army  was  mmtaed,  the  stay  that  was  made  at 
the  Isthmus,  and  his  slowness  on  the  rest  of  the  march,  gave 
ocoasicH^  for  charges  ag^nst  him,  but  most  of  all  his  stoppng 
at  CEhoe^  For  the  Athenians  during  this  time  were  carrying 
in  thmr  property,  and  the  Peloponnesians  thought  that  by  ad- 
vancing against  them  quickly  they  would  have  found  every 
thing  still  out^  but  for  his  dilatoriness.  Such,  resentment  did 
the  army  feel  toward  Arehidamus  during  the  siege.  But  he,  it 
is  said,  was  waiting  in  expectation  that  the  AUienians  would 
give  in,  while  their  land  was  «tiU  unravaged,  and  would  shrink 
&om  enduring  to  see  it  wasted. 

19.  When,  however,  after  assaulting  (Enoe,  and  trying 
eveiy  method,  they  were  unable  to  take  the  p4ace,  and  the 
Athenians  sent  no  h^*ald  to  them,  then  indeed  they  set  out 
from  before  it,  and  about  eighty  days  ai^  the  events  at  Platna, 
i^used  l^  the  Thebans  who  had  entered  it,  when  the  summer 
was  at  its  height  and  the  com  ripe,  they  made  their  incursion 
into  Attica ;  Arehidamus  son  of  Zeuxidamus,^ng  of  the  La- 

1  By  the  expressioo,  iv  rfj  ^vayoyy  tov  TroAe/zov,  he  refers  to  the 
gradual  maturing  of  their  hostile  intentions,  and  especially  to  the  eflTorts 
of  tiie  Corinthians  to  induce  a  positive  dedaration  of  hostilities,  as  nar- 
rated in  the  first  book;  and  so  to  precipitate  that "  storm  of  war''  (to  use 
a  common  metaphor)  whieh  had  long  been  "  gathering."  Bloomfield  is 
correct  in  saying  that  "it  can  not  signify,  as  the  tratislators  render,  '  in 
gathering  the  forces  together,'  which  would  be  a  strange  Bysteronpro- 
ieronr  But  I  do  not  think  that  either  of  the  passages  he  quotes  can 
warrant  his  rendering  ^ayuyy  by  "congress;"'  for  in  one  of  them 
^wuyeiv  is  followed  by  its  -proper  accusative  case,  and  in  the  other 
^w^yayii  has  its  {proper  genitive,  as  it  evidently  has  h^re ;  though,  were 
it  otherwise,  such  an  absolute  use  of  the  word  by  Polyl  us  would  by  itself 
be  no  authority  for  supposing  that  Thucydides  useTd  it      the  same  way. 
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cedaamonians,  being  their  commander.  Afler  pitching  their 
camp  there,  they  firot  ravaged  Eleusis  and  the  Thriasian  plain, 
and  put  to  flight  some  Athenian  cavalry  near  a  place  called 
Rheiti  [or  "the  brooks'*].  Afterward  they  continued  their 
march,  keeping  Mount  J^aleos  on  thpir  right  through  Cro- 
paea,  till  they  came  to  Achamse,  a  place  which  is  the  largest 
of  the  demes^  [or  townships,]  as  they  are  called,  of  Attica. 
Andllitting  down  before  it  ihey  formed  an  encampment|  and 
ataid  a  long  time  in  the  place,  and  continued  ravaging  it. 

20.  It  was  with  the  following  views  that  Archidamus  is 
said  to  have  remained  in  order  of  battle  at  Achamae,  and  not 
to  have  gone  down  to  the  plain  during  that  incursion.  He 
hoped  t£at  the  Athenians,  abounding  as  they  were  in  num- 
bers of  young  men,  and  prepared  for  war  as  they  had  never 
before  been,  would  perhaps  come  out  against  hun,  and  not 
stand  still  and  see  their  land  ravaged.  Since,  then,  they  had 
not  met  him  at  Eleusis  and  the  Thriasian  plain,  he  pitched  his 
camp  at  Achamae,  and  tried  whether  they  would  now  march 
out  against  him.  For  he  thought  the  post  a  favorable  one  for 
encamping  in,  and  moreover  £at  the  Achamians  forming  as 
they  did  a  large  part  of  the  state,  (for  they  amounted  to  three 
thousand  heavy-armed,)  would  not  overlook-  the  destruction 
of  what  belonged  to  them,  but  would  stir  up  the  whole  army 
also  to  an  engagement.  I^  on  the  other  hand,  the  Athenians 
should  not  come  out  against  him  during  that  incursion,  ho 
would  then^  lay  wa^  the  plain  with  less  fear  in  future,  and 
advanced  the  city  itself;  for  the  Achamians,  after  losing  their 
own  property,  would  not  be  so  forward  to  nm  into  danger  for 
that  of  other  people,  but  there  would  be  a  division  in  their 
counsels.  It  was  with  this  view  of  the  case  that  Archidamus 
remained  at  Achamae. 

21.  As  for  the  Athenians,  so  long  as  the  army  was  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Eleusis  and  the  Thriasian  plain,  they  had 
some  hope  of  its  not  advancing  nearer ;  remembering  the  case 
of  Pleistoanax,  the  son  of  Pausanias  the  king  of  the  Lacedae- 
monians, when  with  a  Peloponnesian  army  he  made  an  in- 
road into  Attica,  as  far  as  Eleusis  and  Thria,  fourteen  years 
before  this  war,  and  retired  again  without  advancing  any  fur- 
ther (for  which  reason  indeed  he  was  banished  from  Sparta, 
as  he  was  thought  to  have  been  bribed  to  make  the  retreat). 
When,  however,  they  saw  the  army  at  Achamae,  only  sixty 
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stades  irom  the  city,  they  considered  it  no  longer  bearable, 
and,  as  was  natural,  when  their  land  was  being  ravaged  before 
their  eyes — a  thing  which  the  younger  men  had  never  yet  seen, 
nor  even  the  elder,  except  in  the  Persian  wars — ^it  was  thought 
a  great  indignity,  and  all  of  them,  especially  the  yoimg  men, 
determined  to  go  out  against  them,  and  not  to  put  up  with  it. 
They  met  therefore  in  knots  and  were  in  a  state  of  great 
dissension,  some  ui^ing  them  to  go  out,  others  dissu^ng 
them  from  it.  Prophets  too  were  repeating  all  kinds  of 
oracles,  to  which  they'  eagerly  listened,  as  they  were  severally 
di^>osed.  The  Achamians  especially,  thinking  that  no  con- 
siderate part  of  the  Athenian  forces  was  in  their  ranks,  urged 
them  to  march  out,  while  thw  land  was  being  ravaged.  Nay, 
in  every  way  the  city  was  excited ;  and  they  were  angry  with 
Pericles,  and  remembered  none  of  the  advice  which  he  had 
before  giv^i  them,  but  abused  him  for  not  leading  tibem  out 
as  their  general ;  and  they  regarded  him  as  the  author  of  all 
that  they  were  suffering. 

22.  He,  in  the  mean  time,  seing  them  angry  at  the  present 
state  of  things  and  not  in  the  best  mind ;  and  being  confident 
that  he  took  a  right  view  in  not  wishing  to  march  out  against 
the  enemy,  did  not  call  thenL  to  an  assembly,  or  any  other 
meeting  (that  they  might  not  commit  themselves  by  coming 
together  with  more  anger  than  judgment) ;  but  looked  to  the 
defense  of  the  city  and  kept  it  quiet,  as  far  as  possible.  He 
was,  however,  continu^y  sending  out  cavalry,  to  prevent  the 
advanced  guard  of  the  army  from  falling  on  the  estates  near  the 
city  and  ravaging  them.  There  was  ^so  a  stirmish  of  cavalry 
at  Phrygia,  between  one  squadron  of  the  Athenian  horse, 
joined  by  some  Thessalians,  and  the  cavalry  of  the  Boeotians, 
in  which  the  Athenians  and  Thessalians  had  rather  the  advan- 
tage, until,  on  the  heavy-armed  coming  to  the  succor  of  the 
Boeotians,  they  were  routed,  and  some  few  of  them  killed : 
tl^y  took  up  liieir  bodies,  however,  on  the  same  day  without  a 
truce ;  and  the  Peloponnesians  erected  a  trophy  the  day  after. 
This  assistance  on  the  part  of  the  Thessalians  was  given  to  the 
Athenians  on  the  ground  of  their  ancient  alliance ;  and  those 

'  "  The  construction  seems  to  be,  that  the  finite  verb  &pynvTo  is  in 
sense  repeated :  '  which  they  were  eager  to  hsten  to,  as  each  was  eager : 
which  they  were  severally  eager  to  listen  to.'  He  adds  dtf  iKoaroc 
opyifTOj  because  different  persons  ran  to  listen  to  different  prophesies,  each 
choosing  those  which  encouraged  his  own  opmions  or  feelings." — Arnold. 
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vrho  came  to  them  consisted  of  Larissseans,  Pharsalians,  [Pa- 
rasiansj  Cranonians,  PyrasiuiSy  Gyrtonians,  and  Pherseans. 
Thmr  commanders  were  Polymedes  and  Aristonus,  each  from 
his  own  faction,  and  Menon  from  Pharsalns.  The  rest  also  had 
tiieir  commanders  according  to  their  respective  cities. 

28.  The  Peloponnesiansy  when  the  Athenians  did  not  come 
out  against  them  to  battle,  broke  up  from  before  Achamse, 
and  proceeded  to  ravage  smne  others  of  the  townships  be- 
tweffli  Mount  Pames  and  Brilessus.  While  they  were  in  the 
country,  the  Athenians  dispatched  round  the  Peloponnese 
the  hundred  ships  they  were  preparing,  [when  I  last  men- 
tioned &em,]  wi^  a  thousand  heavy-armed  on  board,  and  four 
hundred  bowmen  under  the  command  <^  Caranus  son  of  Xeno- 
timus,  Proteas  son  of  Epicles,  and  Socrates  son  of  Antigenes. 
So  they  weighed  anchor,  and  were  cruising  round  with  this 
armament;  while  the  Peloponnesians,  after  stayii^  in  Attica 
the  time  for  which  they  had  provisions,  retired  through  Boeotia 
(not  by  the  same  way  they  had  made  their  inroad),  and  pass- 
ing by  Oropus  ravaged  the  Piraic  territory,  as  it  is  called, 
which  the  Oropians  inhabit  as  subjects  to  the  Athenians.  On 
arriving  at  the  Peloponnese,  they  were  disbanded,  and  returned 
to  their  several  cities. 

24.  When  they  had  retired,  the  Athenians  set  guards  by 
land  and  by  sea,  aa  they  intended  to  keep  them  through  the 
whole. war.  And  they  resolved  to  take  out  and  set  apart  a 
thousand  talents  ftom.  the  money  in  the  Acropolis,  and  not  to 
sp^id  them,  but  to  carry  on  the  war  with  their  other  re- 
sources; and  if  any  one  should  move  or  put  to  the  vote  a  popo- 
sition  for  applying  that  money  to  any  otiier  purpose,  except  in 
case  of  the  enemy  sailing  agaii^t  tha  city  with  a  naval  arma- 
ment, and  its  being  necessary  to  defend  themselves,  they  de- 
clared it  a  capital  oflfense.  TogetJier  with  ihis  sum  of  money, 
they  also  laid  by  a  hundred  triremes,  the  best  they  had  each 
year,  and  trierarchs  for  them ;  none  oi  which  were  they  to 
use  except  with  the  money,  and  in  the  same  peril  [as  that  was 
reserved  for],  should  any  such  necessity  arise. 

25.  The  Athenians  on  board  the  hundred  ships  around  Pelo- 
ponnese, and  the  Corcyraeans  with  them,  who  had  come  to 
their  aid  with  fifty  ships,  and  some  others  of  the  allies  in  those 
parts,  ravaged  other  places  as  they  cruised  round,  and  landed 
at  Meihone  in  Laconia,  and  assaulted  the  wall,  which  was 
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weak  and  had  no  men^  within  it.  Now  Braadas,  son  of  Tellig, 
a  Spartan,  happened  to  be  in  command  of  a  guafd  for  the  de- 
fense of  those  parts ;  and,  on  hearing  of  the  attack,  he  came  to 
the  assistance  of  those  in  the  place  with  a  hundred  heavy- 
armed.  Dashing,  therefore,  through  the  army  of  the  Atheni- 
ans, which  was  scattered  over  the  coantry,  and  had  ita  attention 
directed  toward  the  wall,  he  threw  himself  into  Methone ;  and 
haying  lost  a  few  of  his  own  men  in  entering  it,  both  saved  the 
city,  and  from  this  daring  deed  was  the  first  tl»t  received 
praise  at  Sparta  in  the  coarse  of  the  war.  Upon  this  the 
Athenians  weighed  andior,  and  coasted  along ;  ai^  landing  at 
I^eia  in  Sis,  they  ravaged  the  temtory  for  two  days,  and  coq- 
qnered  in  battle  three  hnndred  picked  men,  who  had  come  to 
the  rescue  fiom  the  inhabitants  of  the  Vale  of  Elis,'  and  from 
the  Eleans  in  the  immediate  neighboiiiood.  But  a  violent 
wind  coming  down  upon  them,  being  exposed  to  the  storm  in 
a  harboriess  j^ace,  the  greater  part  of  them  went  on  board 
their  ships,  and  sailed  round  the  prranontory  called  Ichthys, 
into  the  port  at  Pheia ;  but  the  Messenians,  and  some  others 
who  would  not  go  on  board,  went  in  the  mean  time  by  land, 
and  took  Pheia.  Afterward  the  fleet  sailed  round  and  picked 
them  up,  and  they  evacuated  the  place  and  put  out  to  sea ;  the 
main  army  of  the  ESeans  having  by  this  tinra  come  to  its  res- 
cue. The  Athenians  then  coasted  along  to  other  places  and 
ravaged  them. 

26.  About  the  same  time  they  sent  out  thirty  ships  to  cruise 
about  Locris,  and  abo  to  serve  as  a  guard  fot  Euboea.  Their 
commander  was  Cleopompus,  son  of  Clinii»,  who,  making  de- 
scents, ravaged  certain  "places  on  the  sea-coast,  and  cs^tured 
Thronium,  and  took  hostages  from  them ;  defeating  also  in  a  bat- 
tle at  Alope,  those  of  the  Locrians  who  had  come  to  the  rescue. 

27.  This  smnmer  the  Athenians  also  expelled  the  .^%ine- 
tans  from  their,  island,  themselves,  their  (^Idren,  and  wives, 
charging  them  with  being  the  chief  authors  of  the  war  they 

'  i.  e.,  no  garrison  for  its  defense. 

'  *'  Or  the  valley  of  the  Peneus,  in  which  Elis  itself  was  situated. 
This,  as  the  richest  of  the  whole  territory,  was  natnrally  occupied  by  the 
conquering  ^t(^ans,  when  they  came  in  with  the  Dorians  at  what  is 
called  the  return  of  the  HeraclidiBd.  The  neighborhood  of  Pheia^  on  the 
other  hand,  was  inhabited  by  the  descendants  of  the  older  people,  who 
were  conquered  by  the  ^tolians,  and  now  formed,  as  in  so  many  Pelo- 
^onnesian  states,  the  subordinate  class  called  wepioiKoL^^ — Arnold, 
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were  engaged  in ;  besides  which,  it  appeared  safer  to  send  set^ 
tiers  of  tiieir  own  to  hold  .^Igina,  lying  so  near  as  it  does  to 
the  Peloponnese.  No  long  time  after  therefore  they  sent  the 
colonists  to  it ;  while  to  the  JBlginetans  who  were  expelled  the 
Lacedaemonians  gave  Thyrea  to  lire  in,  and  the  territory  to  oc- 
cupy, as  well  on  the  ground  <^  their  quarrel  with  the  Atheni- 
ans,  as  because  they  had  been  benefactors  to  themselves  at  the 
time  of  the  earthquake  and  the  insurrection  of  the  Helots* 
The  territory  of  Thyrea  is  on  the  frontier  of  Argolis  and 
Laccmia,  stretching  down  to  the  sea.  So  some  of  them  dwelled 
there,  while  others  were  scattered  tlirough  the  rest  of  Greece. 

28.  The  same  summer,  at  the  beginning  of  a  new  lunar  monlii 
(the  only  time  at  which  it  appears  possible),  the  sun  was  eclipsed 
after  mid-day,  and  became  full  again  after  it  had  assumed  a 
crescent  form,  and  after  some  of  the  stars  had  shone  out 

29.  It  was  also  in  the  course  of  the  same  summer  that 
Nymphodorus  son  of  Pythes,  a  man  of  Abdera,  whose  sister 
was  the  wife  of  Sitalces,  and  who  had  great  influence  with 
that  monarch,  was  made  their  proxenus^  by  the  Athenians, 
who  had  before  consid^:ed  him  hostile  to  them,  and  was  sent 
for  by  them,  because  they  wished  Sitalces,  son  of  Teres,  king 
of  the  Thracians,  to  become  their  ally.  Now  this  Teres,  iho 
father  of  Sitalces,  was  the  first  who  founded  the  great  king- 
dom of  the  Odrysae  on  a  larger  scale  than  those  in  the  rest  of 
Thrace;  for  indeed  a  large  part  of  the  Thracians  are  inde- 
pendent. This  Teres  is  not  at  all  connected  with  Tereus  who 
married  from  Athens  Procne,  the  daughter  of  Pandion ;  nor 
were  they  of  the  same  part  of  Tlirace.  The  latter  lived  in 
Daulis,  a  part  of  what  is  now  cidled  Phocis,  which  was  then 
inhabited  by  Thracians.  It  was  in  this  land  that  the  women 
perpetrated  the  [cruel]  deed  to  Itys,  and  by  mimy  of  the  poets, 
when  they  mention  toe  nightingale,  it  is  called  the  Daulian 
bird.  Besides,  it  is  probable  that  Pandion  ^ouki  have  formed 
the  connection  for  his  daughter  [with  one  who  lived]  at  that 
distance,  with  a  view  to  mutual  succor,  rather  ih&n  at  the  dis- 
tance of  several  days'  journey  [as  it  is]  to  the  Odrysse.  On 
the  other  hand.  Teres,  besides  not  having  the  same  name,  was 
the  first  king  of  the    Odryice  that  attained  to  any  power. 

'  i.  c,  was  publicly  appointed  by  them  to  ^ow  hospitality  to  any  of 
their  citizens  going  to  that  country,  and  to  look  after  their  interests  there ; 
very  nearly  like  a  consul  of  modem  Europe.    See  note,  III.  70.  5. 
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Sitalces  then,  being  this  man's  son,  the  Atheniiui»  made 
their  ally,  wishing  him  to  join  them  in  conquering  the 
Thracewaid  towns  and  Perdiccas.  So  Nymphodorus  came 
to  Athens  and  concluded  the  alliance  with  Sitalces,  and 
made  his  own  son  Sadocus  a  citizen  of  Athens,  and  under- 
took to  bring  to  a  close  the  war  on  the  side  of  Thrace.* 
for  he  said  h^  would  persuade  Sitalces  to  send  the  Athe- 
nians a  Thracian  force  of  cavalry  and  taigeteers.  More- 
over, he  rec<mciled  P^xliccas  to  the  Athenians,  and  also 
persuaded  them  to  restore  Therme  to  him  ;  and  Perdic 
cas  immediately  joined  in  an  expedition  against  the  Chalci' 
dians  with  the  Athenians  and  Phormio.  Thus  Sitalces  son  of 
Teres,  kinjg  of  the  Thracians,  became  an  ally  of  the  Athenians, 
as  also  did  Perdiccas  son  of  Alexander,  king  of  the  Mace- 
donians. 

30.  Meanwhile  the  Athenians  in  the  hundred  vessels,  still 
cruising  around  the  Peloponnese,  took  Sollium,  a  town  belong- 
ing to  the  Corinthians,  and  gave  it  up  to  the  Palsereans  alone 
of  the  Acarnanians,  to  enjoy  the  territory  and  city ;  and  having 
stormed  Astacus,  of  which  Evarchua  was  tyrant,  they  expelled 
him,  and  won  the  place  for  their  confederacv.  They  ihen  sailed 
to  the  island  of  Cephallenia,  and  brought  it  over  to  their  side 
without  fighting.  C^hallenia  lies  opposite  Acamania  and 
Leucas,  and  consists  of  four  states,  the  Paleans,  Cranians^ 
Samseans,  and  Pronsans.  Not  long  after,  the  ships  returned 
to  Athens. 

31.  About  the  autumn  of  this  summer,  the  Athenians 
invaded  the  M^arid  with  all  their  forces,  themselves  and  the 
resident  i^iens,  under  the  command  of  Pericles  son  of  Xan- 
thippus.  And  the  Athenians  in  the  hundred  ships  around  the 
Peloponnese  (for  they  happened  at  this  time  to  be  at  JEgixia 
on  tneir  return  home),  finding  that  the  men  of  the  city  were 
in  full  force  at  Megara,  sailed  and  joined  them.  And  this  was 
certainly  the  largest  army  <^  the  Athenians  that  ever  as- 
sembled together ;  as  the  city  was  at  the  height  of  its  strength, 
and  not  yet  afflicted  with  the  plague ;  for  of  the  Athenians 
themselves  there  were  not  fewer  than  ten  thousand  heavy- 
armed  (besides  which  they  had  the  three  thousand  at  PotidsBa), 
and  of  resident  aliens  who  joined  them  in  the  incursion  not 
fewer  than  three  thousand  heavy-armed ;  and  added  to  these, 
there  was  all  the  crowd  of  light-armed   in  great  numbers. 
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After  ravaging  the  greater  part  of  the  territory,  they  returned. 
Other  incursions  into  the  Megarid  were  also  afterward  made 
annually  by  the  Athenians  in  the  course  of  the  war,  both  with 
their  cavalry  and  with  all  their  force,  until  Nissea  was  taken  by 
them. 

82.  Moreover  Atalanta,  the  island  near  tiie  Opuntian  Locrians, 
which  had  previously  been  unoccupied,  was  fortified  by  the 
Athenians  as  a  stronghold  at  the  close  of  this  summer,  to  pre- 
vent privateers  from  sailing  out  from  Opus  and  the  rest  of 
Locris,  and  plundering  Enbosa.  Ihese  were  the  events  which 
occurred  in  the  course  of  this  summer^  aftier  the  return  of  the 
Peloponnesians  from  Attica. 

33.  The  following  winter  Evarchus  the  Acamanian,  wishing 
to-  return  to  Astacus,  persuaded  the  Corinthians  to  sail  with 
forty  ships  and  fifteen  hundred  heavy-armed  and  restore  him, 
he  himself  hiring  some  auxiliaries  besides :  the  commanders  of 
the  army  were  Eaphamidas  son  of  Aristonymus,  Timoxemus  son 
of  Timocrates,  and  Eumachus  son  of  Chrysis.  So  they  sailed 
and  restored  him ;  and  wishing  to  gain  certain  places  in  the 
rest  of  Acamania,  along  the  coast,  and  having  made  an  attempt 
without  being  able  to  succeed,  they  sailed  back  homewaid. 
Having  landed,  as  they  coasted  along,  on  Cephallenia,  and 
made  a  descent  on  the  territc^  of  the  Granians,  diey  were 
deceived  by  them  aft»r  an  arrangement  that  they  had  come  to, 
and  lost  some  of  their  men  in  an  unexpected  attack  of  the 
Granians ;  then,  having  put  out  to  sea  with  some  precipitation, 
they  returned  home. 

34.  In  the  course  of  this  winter  the  Athenians,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  custom  of  their  forefathers,  buried  at  the  public 
expense  those  who  had  first  Mien  in  the  war,  after  the  follow- 
ing manner.  Having  erected  a  tent,  they  lay  out  the  bones 
of  the  dead  three  days  before,  and  each  one  brings  to  his  own 
relative  whatever  [ftmeral  offering]  he  pleases.  When  the 
funeral  procession  takes  place,  cars  convey  coffins  of  cypress 
wood,  one  for  each  tribe  ;  in  which  are  laid  the  bones  of  every 
man,  according  to  the  tribe  to  which  he  belonged ;  and  one 
empty  bier  is  carried,  spread  in  honor  of  the  missing,  whose 
bodies  could  not  be  found  to  be  taken  up.  Whoever  wishes, 
both  of  citizens  and  strangers,  joins  in  the  procession;  and 
their  female  relatives  attend  at  the  burial  to  make  the  wail-, 
ings.    They  lay  them  then  in  the  public  sepulcher,  which  ia 
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in  the  fairest  suburb  of  the  city,  and  in  which  they  always  bury 
those  who  have  fedlen  in  the  wars  (except,  at  least,  those  who 
fell  at  Marathon ;  but  to  them,  as  they  considered  their  valor 
distinguished  above  that  of  all  oth^,  they  gave  a  burial  on  the 
very  spot).  After  they  had  laid  them  in  the  ground,  a  man 
chosen  by  the  state— one  who  in  point  of  intellect  is  considered 
talented,  and  in  dignity  is  preeminent — speaks  over  them 
such  a  panegyric  as  may  be  appropriate ;  after  which  they  all 
retire.  In  this  way  they  bury  tiiem :  and  through  the  whole 
of  the  war,  whenever  they  had  occasion,  they  observed  the  es- 
«  tablished  custom.  Over  these  who  were  first  buried*  at  any 
.  rate,  Pericles  son  of  Xanthippus  was  chosen  to  speak.  And 
wh^i  the  time  finr  doing  so  came,  advancing  ^m  the  sepulcher 
on  to  a  platf(Mrm,  which  had  been  raised  to*some  height,  that 
he  might  be  heajxl  over  as  great  a  part  of  the  crowd  as  possible, 
he  spoke  to  the  following  elect : 

35.  "  The  greater  port  of  those  who  ere  now  have  spoken 
in  this  place,  have  been  accustomed  to  praise  the  man  who 
introduced  this  <»ration  into  the  law;  considering  it  a  right 
thing  that  it  should  be  delivered  ovef -those  who  are  buried 
after  felling  in  battle.  To  me,  however,  it  would  have  ap- 
peared suf^ient,  that  when  men  had  shown  themselves  brave 
by  deeds^  their  honors  also  should  be  displayed  by  deeds — 
as  you  now  see  in  the  case  of  this  burial,  prepared  at  the 
public  expense — and  not  that  the  virtues  of  many  should  be 
periled  in*  one  individual,  for  credit  to  be  given  him  according 
as  he  expresses  himself  well  or  ilL  For  it  is  difficult  to  speak 
with  propriety  on  a  subject  on  which  even  the  impression  of 
one's  truthfulness  is  with  difficulty  established.  For  the 
hearer  who  is  acouainted  [with  the  facts],  and  kindly  disposed 
[towiu'd  those  who  p^onned  them],  might  perhaps  think 
them  somewhat  imperfectly  set  forth,  compared  with  what  he 
both  wishes  and  knows ;  while  he  who  is  imacquainted  witli 
them  mi^t  think  that  some  points  were  even  exaggerated, 
being  led  to  this  conclusion  by  OTivy,  should  he  hear  any  thing 
surpassing  his  own  natural  powers.  For  praises  spoken  of 
others  are  only  endured  so  far  as  each  one  thinks  Aat  he  is 
himself  also  capable  of  doing  any  of  the  things  he  hears; 
but  that  which  exceeds  their  own  capacity  men  at  once  envy 
and  disbelieve.  Since,  however,  our  ancestors  judged  this  to 
'  Or,  "accordingly  over  these,"  fete.    See  note,  IL  5.  8. 
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V  I  be  a  right  custom,  I  too,  in  obedience  to  the  law,  must  en- 
I  deavor  to  meet  the  wishes  and  views  of  every  one,  as  far  as 


36.  "I  will  begin  then  with  our  ancestors  first :  for  it  is  just, 
and  becoming  too  at  the  same  time,  that  on  such  an  occasion 
the  honor  of   being  thus  mentioned   should   be   paid  them. 
For  always  inhabiting  the  country  without  change,  through  a 
long  succession  of  posterity,  by  their  valor  they  transmitted 
it  free  to  this  very  time.    Justly  then  may  they  claim  to  be 
conmiended ;  and  more  justly  still  may  our  own  Others.    For 
in  addition  to  what  they  inherited,  tiiey  ac<]^uired  the  great  • 
empire  which  we  possess,  and  by  painM  exertions  bequeathed  I 
it  to  us  of  Ihe  present  day :  though  to  most  part  of  it  nave  ad* 
ditions  been  made  by  ourselves  here,  who  are  still,  generally 
speaking  in  the  vigor  of  life ;  and  we  have  furnished  our  city 
with  every  thing,  so  as  to  be  most  self-sufficient  both  for  peace 
and  for  war.    Now  with  regard  to  our  military  achievements, 
by  which  each  possession  was  gained,  whether  in  any  case  it 
were  ourselves,  or  our  fathers,  that  repelled  with  spirit  hostilities 
brought  against  us  by  bSbarianr^or  Greek;  as  I  do  not  wish 
to  enlarge  on  the  subject  before  you  who  are  well  acquainted 
with  it,  I  will  pass  tbem  over.     But  by  what  mode  of  life  we  • 
attained  to  oiir  power,  and  by  what  form  of  government  and  * 
owing  to   what   habits  it  became   so  fo^L  I  will   explain  • 
these  points  first,  and  then  proceed  to  tne  eul<^  of  these  • 
men ;  as  I  consider  that  on  the  present  occasion  they  will  not  • 
be  inappropriately  mentioned,  and  that  it  is  profitable  for  the  * 
whole    assembly,  both   citizens   and   strangers,   to    listen  to  • 
them. 

137.  "  For  we  enjoy  a  form  of  government  which  does  not 
copy  the  laws  of  our  neighbors ;  but  we  are  ourselves  rather 
a  pattern  to  others  than  imitators  of  tiiem.  In  name,  from  its 
not  being  administered  for  the  benefit  of  the  few  but  of  the 
many,  it  is  called  a  democracy ;  but  with  regard  to  its  laws,  all 
enjoy  equality,  as  concerns  their  private  differences;  while 
with  regard  to  public  rank,  according  as  each  man  has  rep' 
utation  for  any  thing,  he  is  pr^erred  for  public  honors,  not  so 
much  from  consideration  of  party,  as  of  merit ;  nor,  again,  on 
the  ground  of  poverty,  while  he  is  able  to  do  the  state  any  good 
service,  is  he  prevented  by  the  obscurity  of  his  position.  We 
are  liberal  then  in  our  public  administration;  and  with  re- 
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gard   to  mutual  jealousy  of  our  daily  pur^ts,  we  are  not 
angry  with  our  neighbor,  if  he  does  any  thing  to  please  him- 
self;   nor  wear   on  our   countenance   oflfensive  looks,  which 
though  harmless,  aiQ  yet  unpleasant     While,  however,  in  prit^ 
vate  matters  we  live  tc^tiier  agreeably,  in  public  matters,* 
under  the  influence  of  fear,  we  most  car^ully  abstain  from'* 
transgression,  through  our  obedience  to  those  who  are  from* 
time  to  time  in  office,  and  to  the  laws ;  especially  such  of  them  * 
as  are  enacted  for  the  benefit  of  the  injured,  and  such  as,**   . 
though  unwritten,  l»ing  acknowledged  disgrace  [on  those  who  *  f^ 
hroak  them]. 

S8.  "  Moreover,  we  have  provided  f<xt  our  spirits  the  most 
numerous  recreations  from  labors,  by  celebrating  games  and 
.  sacrifices  through  the  whole  year,  and  by  maintaining  elegant 
private  estabhshments,  of  which  the  daily  gratification  dnves 
away  sadness.  Owing  to  the  jCTftftfiTlflftI  fr^^^  ^"^  ^'^  every 
4  thing  from  every  land  is  imported  into  it ;  and  it  is  our  lot  to 
reap  with  no  more  peculiar  enjoyment  the  good  things  which 
are  produced  here,  than  those  of  tiie  rest  of  the  world  like- 
wise. 
^  39.  *'  In  the  studies  of  war  also  we  differ  from  our  enemies 
in  the  following  respects.  We  throw  our  city  open  to  all,  and 
never,  by  the  expulsion  of  strangers,  exclude  any  one  from 
either  learning  or  observing  things,  by  seeing  which  uncon- 
cealed any  c^  our  enemies  might  gain  an  advantage ;  for  we 
trust  not  so  much  to  preparations  and  stratagems,  as  to  our 
own  valor  for  daring  deeds.  Again,  as  to  our  modes  of 
education,  thej/  aim  at  the  acquisition  of  a  manly  character,  by 
laborious  training  from  their  very  youth ;  while  we,  though 
living  at  our  ease,  no  less  boldly  advance  to  meet  equal  d^- 
gers.  As  a  {nroof  of  this,  the  Hiacedsemonians  never  march 
against  our  country  singly,  but  with  all  [their  confed^ates] 
•  together :  while  we,  generally  speaking,  have  no  difficulty 
in  conquering  in  battle  upon  hostile  ground  those  who  are 
standing  up  m  defense  of  their  own.  j^d  no  enemy  ever  yet 
encountered  our  whole  united  force,  through  our  atteiding  at 
the  same  time  to  our  navy,  and  sending  our  troops  by  land  on 
so  many  different  seWices :  but  wherever  they  have  engaged 
•^  with  any  part  of  it,  if  they  conquer  only  some  of  us,  they  ** 
boast  that  we  w%re  all  routed  by  them;  and  if  they  are 
conquered,  they  say  it  .was   by  all  that  they  were  beaten. 
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And  yet  if  with  careless  ease  rather  than  with  lahorious  prac- 
tice, and  with  a  courage  which  is  the  result  not  so  much  of 
laws  as  of  natural  disposition,  we  are  willing  to  &ce  danger, 
^we  have  the  advantage  of  not  suffering  beforehand  from  eomr 
"  ing  troubles,  and  of  proving  ourselves,  when  we  are  involved 
in  them,  no  less  bold  Umn  those  who  are  always  tenting ;  so 
— that  niir  P.nnf)try  la  wnrfKy  nf  n^ii|^Tation  In  tiicse  respe<^  «^ 
ftPlJP  ^^^fiTi  basirifini 

40.  **  For  we  study  taste  with  ecoinnny,  and  philoM^hy  with- 
out effeminacy ;  and  employ  wealth  rather  for* opportunity  of 
ition  than  for  boastfulness  of  talking;  while  poverty  is 
nothing  disgraceful  for  a  man  to  confess,  but  not  to  escape  it 
^by  exertion  is  m<ne  disgraceful.  Again,  the  eame  men  can*^ 
id  at  the  same  time  to  domestic  as  well  as  to  public  n£-  y 
feirs;    and  others,  who  are  engaged  with  business,  can  still 

J  form  a  sufficient  judgment  on.  political  questidns.    For  we  are 
the  only  people  that  consider  the  man  who  takes  no  part  in  > 
these  wings,  not  as  unoffidous,  but  as  useless ;  and  we  our- 


V^  cT  A  selves  judge  rightly  of  measures,  at  any  rate,  if  we  do  not 


I*  originate  tiiem;  while  we  do  not  regard  words  as  any  hin- 
I  derance  to  deeds,  but  rather  [consider  it  a  hinderance]  not  to 
y  have  been  previously  instructed  by  word,  before  undertaking 
^in  deed  what  we  have  to  do.    For  we  have  this  characteristio 
also  in  a  remarkable  degree,  that  we  are  at  the  same  time 
most  daring  and  most  calculating  in  what  we  take  in  hand ; 
whereas  to  other  men  it  is  ignorance  that  brings  daring,  while 
calculation  brings  foar.  |A  'Hiese,  however,  would  deservedly 
be  deemed  most  courageous,  who  know  most  fully  what  is  ter- 
rible and  what  is  ple^nt,  and  yet  do  not  on  this  account 
I    shrink  frcmi  dangers.     As  regards  beneficence  ako  we  differ 
Nh  from  the  generahty  of  men ;  for  we  make  friends,  not  by  r»- 
^  ceiving,  but  by  conferring  ^ndness.    JSTow  he  who  has  ccm- 
[  ferred  ^e  &vor  is  the  firmer  friend,  in  order  that  he  may 
keep  aUve  the  obligation  by  good  will  toward  the  man  on 
whom  he  has  conferred  it ;  whereas  he  who  owes  it  in  return 
feels  less  keenly,  knowing  that  it  is  not  as  a  favor,  but  as  a 
debt,  that  he  will  repay  me  kindness.    Nay,  we  are  the  only 
men  who  fearlessly  benefit  any  one,  not  so  much  from  calcu- 
-  lations  of  expediency,  as  with  the  confidence  of  liberality. 
I    41.  ^  In  short,  I  say  that  both  the  whole  city  is  a  school  for 
|Oreece,  and  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  same  individual  would 


not  y 
lin-  \ 
'  to  ♦I 
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*  among  its  prove  himself  qttidified  for  the mosi  varied. kinds 
of  action,  and  with  the  most  gracefdl  yersatiiily*  And  that 
this  is  not  mere  vaunting  hmguage  for  the  occasion,  so  much 
as  actual  truth,  the  very  power  of  the  state,  which  we  have 
won  hj  such  hahits,  affords  a  proofl  For  it  is  the  only  coun< 
try  at  the  present  time  that,  when  brought  to  the  test,  proves 

^  supenor  to  its  fame  ;   and  tiie  only  one  that  neither  gives  to  ^ 
»  the  enemy  who  has  attacked  us  any  cause  for  indignation  at  ^ 
^  being  wcn-sted  l^  such  opponents,  nor  to  him  wiio  is  subject  to  # 
ns  room  for  finding  £Eiult,  as  not  being  ruled  by  men  who  are 
worthy  ci  empire.    But  we  shall  be  admired  both  by  present 
and  future  generations  as  having  exhibited  our  power  with* 
%    great  proofe,  and  by  no  means  without  evidence ;  and  as  hav- 
ing no  further  need,  ^ther  of  Homer  to  praise  us,  or  any  one 
elM  who  might  chann  for  the  mcHnent  by  his  verses,  while  the 
truth  of  the  &ct8  would  mar  the  idea  formed  of  them  ;  but  as 
having  compelled  ev«ry  sea  and  land  to  become  accessible  to 
''  our  daring,  and  every  where  establisbed  everlasting  records, 
whether  of  evil  or  of  good.     It  was  for  such  a  country  then 
i^that  these  men,  nobly  resolving  not  to  have  it  taken  j^om 
(  ^  them,  fell  fitting ;  and  every  one  of  their  survivors  may  well 
^  be  willing  to  suffer  in  its  behalf. 

42.  ^For  this  reason,  indeed,  it  is  liiat  I  have  enlarged  on 
the  characteristics  of  the  state;  both  to  prove  that  the  strug-  f 
4  gle  is  not  for  the  same  object  in  our  case  as  in  that  of  men 
$  who  have  none  c^  these  advantages  in  an  equal  degree ;  and  at 
the  same  time  clearly  to  establish  by  proo&  [the  truth  of]  the 
evJogy  of  those  men  over  whom  I  am  now  speaking.  And 
now  tib«  chief  points  of  it  have  been  mentioned  ;  for  with  re- 

*  gard  to  the  thmgs  for  which  I  have  conmiended  the  city,  it  * 
was  the  virtues  of  these  men,  and  such  as  these,  that  adorned  t, 
her  with  them ;  and  few  of  the  Greeks  are  there  whose  fame,- 
like  these  men^  would  iq^)ear  but  the  just  counterpoise  of  ^ 
their  deeds.    Again,  the  dosing  iseene  of  these  men  appears  I 

{tome  lo^supply  an  illustration  c^  human  worth,  whether  as/ 
aff(»ding  us  the  first  inlbnnaticm  respecting  it,  or  its  final  eon-^ 
firmaticH^  For  even  in  the  case  of  men  who  have  been  in 
other  r^pects  of  an  inferior  character,  it  is  but  fair  for 
them  to  hold  forth  as  a  screen  thair  TnilitAiy  <y>nriigft  in  their 
rountry*s  boholf;  for,  having  wiped  nnt  thrir  eyil  by  thfiir 
g^j  frfty  did   mnrft  sftrvice  r,pller,tivftly,  than  -h^pn  by  their 
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jp^^^^/^iiftl  /^ffofffiffl     But  of  these  men  there  was  none  that* 
either  was  made  a  coward  by  his  wealth,  froni  preferring  the 
^  continued  enjoyment  of  it ;  or  shrank  from  danger  through  a 
I  hope  suggested  by  poverty,  namely,  that  he  might  yet  escape 
I  it,  and  grow  rich ;   but  conceiving  that  vengeance  on  their 
/  foes  was  more  to  be  desired  than  these  objects,  and  at  the  same 
^  time  r^arding  this  as  the  most  glorious  of  hazards,  they  wished  V 
by  risking  it  to  be  avenged  on  their  enemies,  and  so  to  aim  J 
at  procuring  those  advantages ;  committing  to  hope  the  un-  ' 
certwnty  of   success,  but  resolving  to  trust  to  action,  with 
regard  to  what  was  visible  to  themselves ;  and  in  that  action, 
being  minded  rather  to  resist  and  die,  than  by  surrendering  to 
escape,  they  fled  from  the  shame  of  [a  discreditable]  report,    . 
while  they  endured  the  brunt  of  the  battle  with  their  bodies ; 
and  after  the  shortest  crisis,  when  at  the  very  hei^t  of  their 
fortune,  were  taken  away  from  their  glory  rather  than  their  fear. 
«-     43.  "Such  did  these  men  prove  themselves,  as  became  the^ 

*  character  of  their  country.    For  you  that  remain,  you  mu^  * 
*«  pray  that  you  may  have  a  more   successful  resolution,  but  | 

*  must  determine  not  to  have  one  less  bold  against  your  enemies ;  I 
not  in  word  alone  considering  the  benefit  [of  such  a  spirit]  ^* 
(on  which  one  might  descant  to  you  at  great  length — though  -• 
you  know  it  yourselves  quite  as  well — telling  you  how  many 

*  advantageis  are  contained  in  repelling  your  foes) ;  but  rather 
day  by  day  beholding  the  power  of  the  city  as  it  appears  in  » 
fact,  and  growing  enamored  of  it,  and  reflecting,  when  you 
think  it  great,  that  it  was  by  being  bold,  and  knowing  their 
duty,  and  being  alive  to  shame  in  action,  that  men  acquired 
these  things ;  and  because,  if  ihey  ever  failed  in  their  attempt 
at  any  tiling,  they  did  not  on  that  account  think  it  right  to  * 

♦  deprive  their  country  also  of  their  valor,  but  conferred  upon 
\^'<|'    her  a  most  glorious  joint-offering.      For  while  collectively  t 
y*^  they  gave   her   their    livaa^  jp/^iiriAtollj   Aay  r^j,\y^    fl^oi:  « 
^v     r^i^^nj^inAii^  Tlft^"*^  ff^Vfl  ^^^j  ^^"^  *^"  **'"^t  iJiitingiir^    • 
^>     ed  t6m51lhfi^l~cia^  ^y^^>   ^^^    ^^  much  that   in  which 
^*^i^ '  they  are  laid,  aftttTftt:  jVi  "^mh  ty^y  gjniy  fa  l^ft  b^l^i^d 

^        ^toP;   ^^     ^    j^vArlaafiTigly  rM*rkn\M\     t\n^    every    OCCasioU    for  ' 

doing  so,  either   by  word  or  deed,  that  may  from  time  to 
time  present  itsel£      For  of  illustrious  men  the  whole  earth 

*  Literally,  "on  every  occasion,  either  of  word  or  deed,  that  may  from 
time  to  time  present  itselC" 
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is  the  sepulcher;  and  not  only  does  the  insoHption  upon' 
columns  in  their  own  land  point  it  out,  but  in  that  also  which* 
is  not  their  own  there  dw^  with  every  one  an  unwritten 
memorial  of  ihe  heart,  rather  than  of  a  material  moniunent 
Vieing  then  with  these  men  in  ^our  turn,  and  deeming  hap^ 
piness  to  consist  in  freedom,  and  freedom  in  valor,  do  not^ 
think  lightly  of  the  hazards  of  war.    For  ^  it  "is  not  the  unfor-  ^ 
tunate  ^d  those]  who  have  no  hope  of  atiygood,  that  would 
with  most  reason  be  unsparing  of  their  lives ;   but  those  who, 
while  they  live,  still  incur  the  risk  of  a  change  to  the  opposite 
condition,  and  to  whom  the  difference  would  be  the  greatest, 
should  they  meet  with  any  reverse.    For  more  grievous,  to  a^ 
man  of  high  spirit  at  least,  is  the  niisery  which  accompanies^ 
cowardice,  than  the  unfelt  death  which  comes  upon  him  at  * 
once,  in  the  time  of  his  strength  and  of  his  hope  for  the  com-  * 
mon  welfare. 

44.  "  Wherefore  to  the  parents  of  the  dead — as  many  of  them 
as  are  here  among  you — I  will  not  oflfer  condolence,  so  much 
as  consolation.  For  they  know  ihat  they  have  been  brought 
up  subject  to  manifold  misfortunes ;  but  that  happy  is  their  * 
lot  who  have  gained  the  most  glorious— death,  as  these  have,  * 
-T^nro^myou  have ;  aad  to  whom  life  has  been  so  exactly  n 
measured,  tKat  they  were  both  happy  in  it,  and  died  in  [that 
happiness].  Difficult, .  indeed,  I  know  it  is  to  persuade  you 
of  this,  with  regard  to  those  of  whom  you  will  often  be  re- 
minded Jby  ♦iialgood  fortune  of  others,  in  which  you  your- 
selves also  onc^  rejoiced  ;  and  sorrow  is  felt,  not  for  the  bless- 
ings of  which  one  is  bereft  without  full  experience  of  them, 
but  of  that  which  one  loses  after  becoming  accustomed  to  it. 
But  you  must  bear  up  in  the  hope  of  other  children,  those  of 
you  whose  age  yet  allows  you  to  have  them.  For  to  your- 
selves individually  those  who  are  subsequently  bom  will  be 
a  reason  for  your  forgetting  those  who  are  no  more ;  and  to 
the  state  it  will  be  beneficial  in  two  ways,  by  its  not  being 
depopulated,  and  by  the  enjoyment  of  security ;  for  it  is  not 
possible  that  those  should  offer  any  fair  and  just  advice,  who 
do  not  incur  equal  risk  with  their  neighbors  by  having  chil- 
dren at  stake.  Those  of  you,  however,  who  are  past  that  age, 
must  consider  that  the  longer  period  of  your  life  during  which 
you  have  been  prosperous  is  so  much  gain,  and  that  what 
remains  will  be  but  a  short  one ;  and  you  must  cheer  your-^ 
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^  selves  with  the  fair  fame  of  these  (jour  lost  ones].     For  the 

^love  of  honor  is  the  only  feeling  that  never  grows  old ;  and 

in  the  helplessness  of  age  it  is  not  the  acqni^tion  of  gain,  as 

some  assert,  that  ^ves  greatest  pleasure,  but  the  enjoyment 

of  h(Mior. 

45.  "  For  those  of  you,  on  the  other  hand,  who  are  bods  or 
brothers  of  the  dead,  great,  I  see,  will  be  the  struggle  of  com- 
petition. For  every  one  is  accustomed  to  praise  me  man  who 
is  no  more ;  and  scarcely,  though  even  for  an  /excess  of  worth, 
would  you  be  esteemed,  I  do  not  say  equal  to  them,  but  only 
slightly  inferior.  For*  the  living  are  exposed  to  envy  in  their 
jivalry ;    but  those  who   M*e  in  no  one's  way  are   honored 

•  with  a  good  will  free  from  all  opposition.  If,  again,  I  must 
say  any  thing  on  the  subject  of  woman's  excellence   also,  with 

*  reference  to  those  of  you  who  will  now  be  in  widowhood,  I 
will  express  it  all  in  a  brief  exhortation.  Great  will  be  your 
glory  in  not  faUing  short  of  the  natural  character  that  bel<H)gs 

X  to  you ;   and  great  is  hers,  who  is  least  talked  of  among  the 
men,  either  for  good  or  evil.  %  . 

'^  46.  "  I  have  now  expressed  in  wordy  as  the  law  required, 
what  I  had  to  say  befitting  the  occasion;  and,  m  deed,  those 
who  are  here  interred,  jj^irn  nk  i^ntjj^^^^'^^^^j^^  o^  ^Jj^^^f 
l^onop;  while,  for  the  remaining  p^l,  tll^  stale  wiir  bring 
up  their  sons  at  the  public  expense,  from  this  time  to  their 
manhood ;  thus  offering  both  to  these  and  to  their  posterity 
a  beneficial  reward  for  such  contests ;  for  ^^^"^  i  tihftjiy^Pt^f*" 
yQ  ipri^s  for  virtue  are  given,  there  also  the  niog]t,,]^f^yiiR  men 
.!^  foi^d  ^pffit^jji^  fM  ^V^i^^t^pi '^^'^fllWigM^TaTOtg  linished 
your  lamentations  for  your  several  relatives,  depart" 

47.  Such  was  the  funeral  that  took  place  this  winter,  at 
the  close  of  which  the  first  year  of  tiiis  war  ended.  At  the 
very  beginning  of  the  next  summer  the  Peloponnesians  and 
their  allies,  with  two  thirds  of  their  forces,  as  on  the  first 
occasion,  invaded  Attica,  under  the  command  of  Archidamus, 

'  Or,  as  Groller  explains  it,  "  the  living  feel  envy  toward  their  rivals.'- 
"  Td  dvTiiraXov  inteUigendos  esse  oRmvios^  non  mntdationem,  ea  quoquo 
indicant  quae  eontrari^  ponuntur:  rd  firi  i/nirodov,  i.  «.,  li,  qui  non  im-^ 
pedimento,  non  cemtUi  sunt  (utpote  mortui)."  But  is  not  the  opposition 
really  between  Tolg  O^ac  and  rd  fi^  ifiirod6v2  like  the  sentiment  of 
Horace :  ' 

^.  "  Urit  enim  fulgore  suo,  qui  praegravat  artes 

Infra  se  positas :  extinctus  amabitur  idem." 
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the  son  of  Zeuxklamus,  king  of  the  Lacedsemoniaiis ;  and  after 
encamping,  they  liud  waste  the  country.  "When  they  had 
not  yet  been  many  days  in  Attica,  the  pli^ue  first  b^an  to 
show  itself  among  the  Athenians;  thot^h  it  was  said  to 
have  previously  lighted  on  many  places,  about  Lemnos  and 
elsewhere.  Such  a  pestilence,  however,  and  loss  of  life  as 
this  was  nowhere  remembered  to  have  happaied.  For  nei- 
ther were  physicians  of  any  avail  at  first,  treating  it  as  they 
did,  in  ignorance  of  its  nature — nay,  they  themselves  died 
most  of  all,  inasmuch  as  they  most  visited  the  sick — ^nor  any 
other  art  of  man.  And  a^  to  the  supplications  that  they 
ofifered  iu  tbeir  temples  or  the  divinations,  and  similar  means^ 
that  they  had  recourse  to,  they  were  all  unavailing ;  and  at 
last  they  ceased  fiN>m  them,  being  overcome  by  the  pressure  clt 
the  calamity. 

48.  It  is  said  to  have  first  begun  in  the  part  of  JBthiopia 
above  Egypt,  and  then  to  have  come  down  into  f^ypt,  and 
Libya,  and  the  greatest  part  of  the  king's  territory.  On  the 
city  of  Athens  it  fell  suddenly,  and  first  attacked  the  men  in 
the  Piraeus;  so  that  it  was  even  reported  by  them  that  the 
Peloponnewans  had  thrown  poison  into  the  cisterns ;  for  as 
yet  there  were  no  fountains  there.  Afterward  it  reached  the 
upper  city  also;  and  then  they  died  much  more  generally. 
Now  let  every  one,  whether  physician  or  unprofessional  man, 
speak  on  the  subject  according  to  his  views ;  from  what  source 
it  was  likely  to  have  arisen,  aiKi  the  causes  which  he  thinks 
were  sufficient  to  have  produced  so  great  a  change  [from  health 
to  universal  sickness].  I,  however,  shall  only  describe  what 
was  its  character;  and  explain  those  sympt(Hns  by  reference 
to  which  one  might  best  be  enabled  to  recognize  it  through 
this  previous  acquaintance,  if  it  should  ever  break  oiit  again ; 
for  I  was  both  attacked  by  it  myself  and  had  personal  observ- 
ation of  others  who  were  stifferingAnth  it. 

49.  That  year  then,  as  was  generally  allowed,  happened  to 
.  be  of  all  years  the  most  free  from  disease,  so  &r  as  regards 

other  disorders ;  and  if  any  Ghe  had  any  previous  sickness,  all 
terminated  in  this.  Others,  without  any  ostensible  cause, 
but  suddenly,  while  in  the  enjoyment  of  health,  were  seized  at 
first  with  violent  heats  in  the  head,  and  redness  and  inflamma- 
tion of  the  eyes ;  and  the  internal  parts,  both  the  throat  and 
the  tongue,  immediately  assumed  a  bloody  tinge,  and  emitted 
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an  unnatural  and  fetid  breath.  Next  aflker  these  symptoms, 
sneezing  and  hoarseness  came  on  ;  and  in  a  short  time  the  pain 
descended  to  the  chest,  with  a  violent  cough.  When  it  settled 
in  the  stomach,  it  caused  vomiting ;  and  all  the  discharges  of 
bile  that  have  been  mentioned  by  physicians  succeeded  and 
those  accompanied  with  great  suffering.  An  inefi^tual  retch- 
ing also  followed  in  most  cases,  producing  a  violent  «pasm, 
which  in  some  cases  ceased  soon  afterward,  in  others  ^uch 
later.  Externally  the  body  was  not  very  hot  to  the  touch,  nor 
was  it  pale ;  but  reddish,  livid,  and  broken  out  in  small  pim- 
ples and  sores.  But  the  internal  parts  were  burnt  to  such  a 
degree  that  they  could  not  bear  clothing  or  linen  of  the  very 
lightest  kind  to  be  laid  upon  them,  nor  to  be  any  thing  else 
but  stark  naked ;  but  would  most  gladly  have  thrown  them- 
selves ihto  cold  water  if  they  could.  Indeed  many  of  those 
who  were  not  taken  care  of  did  so,  plunging  into  cisterns  in 
the  agony  of  their  unquenchable  thirst :  and  it  was  all  the  same 
whether  they  drank  much  or  little.  Moreover,  the  misery  oi 
restlessness  and  wakefulness  continually  oppressed  them. 
The  body  did  not  waste  away  so  long  as  ihe  disease  was  at  its 
height,  but  resisted  it  beyond  all  expectation :  so  that  they 
either  died  in  most  cases  on  the  ninth  or  the  seventh  day, 
through  the  internal  burning,  while  they  had  still  some  degree 
of  strength ;  or  if  they  escaped  [that  stage  of  the  disorder], 
then,  after  it  had  further  descended  into  the  bowels,  and  vio- 
lent ulceration  was  produced  in  them,  and  intense  diarrhoea  had 
come  on,  the  greater  part  were  afterward  carried  off  through 
the  weakness  occasioned  by  it.  For  the  disease,  which  was 
originally  seated  in  the  head,  beginning  from  above,  passed 
throughout  the  whole  body :  and  if  any  one  survived  its  most 
fetal  consequences,  yet  it  marked  him  by  laying  hold  of  his 
extremities ;  for  it  settled  on  the  pudenda,  and  fingers,  and  toes, 
and  many  escaped  with  the  loss  of  these,  while  some  also  lost 
their  eyes.  Others,  again,  were  seized  on  their  first  recovery 
with  forgetfiilness  of  every  thing  alike,  and  did  not  know . 
either  themselves  or  their  friends. 

50.  For  the  character  of  the  disorder  surpassed  descrip- 
tion ;  and  while  in  other  respects  also  it  attacked  every  one 
in  a  degree  more  grievous  than  human  nature  could  endure, 
in  the  following  way,  especially,  it  proved  itself  to  be  some- 
thing different  from  any  of  the  diseases  familiar  to  man.     All 
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the  birds  and  beai^  liiat  prey  on  human  bodies,  either  did 
not  come  near  them,  though  tnere  were  many  lying  unburied, 
or  died  aflter  they  had  tasted  them.  As  a  proof  o(  this,  there 
was  a  marked  disappearance  of  birds  of  this  kind,  and  they 
were  not  seen  either  engaged  in  this  way,  or  in  any  other ; 
while  the  dogs,  from  their  domestic  habits,  more  clearly  aiord- 
cd  opportunity  of  marking  the  result  I  have  mentioned. 

51.  The  disease,  then,  to  pass  over  many  various  points  of 
peculiarity^  as  it  happened  to  be  different  in  one  case  from 
another,  was  in  its  general  nature  such  as  I  have  described* 
And  no  oth^  of  those  to  which  they  were  accustomed  af- 
flicted them  besides  this  at  that  time ;  or  whatever  there  was, 
it  ended  in  this.  And  [of  those  who  were  seized  by  it]  some 
died  in  neglect,  others  in  the  midst  of  every  attention.  And 
there  was  no  one  settled  remedy,  so  to  speak,  by  applying 
which  they  were  to  give  them  relief ;  for  what  did  good  to 
one,  did  harm  to  another.  And  no  constitution  showed  it- 
self fortified  against  it,  in  point  either  of  strength  or  weak- 
ness ;  but  it  seized  on  all  alike,  even  tho^  that  were  ti:eated 
with  all  possible  regard  to  diet.  But  the  most  dreadful  part 
of  the  whole  calamity  was  the  dejection  felt  whenever  any 
one  found  himself  sickening  (for  by  immediately  falling  into 
a  feeling  of  despair,  they  abandoned  tliemselves  niuch  more  cer- 
tainly to  the  disease,  and  did  not  resist  it),  and  the  fact  of  their 
being  charged  with  infection  from  attending  on  one  another, 
and  so  dying  like  sheep.  And  it  was  this  that  caused  the  great- 
est mortality  among  them ;  for  if  through  fear  they  were  un- 
willing to  visit  each  other,  they  perished  from  being  deserted, 
and  many  houses  were  emptied  for  want  of  some  one  to  attend 
to  ihe  sufferers ;  or  if  they  did  visit  them,  they  met  their  deaths 
and  especially  such  as  made  any  pretensions  to  goodness ;  for 
through  a  feeling  of  shame  they  were  unsparing  to  themselves, 
in  going  into  their  friends'  houses  [when  deserted  by  all 
others] ;  since  even  the  members  of  the  family  were  at  length 
worp  out  by  the  very  moanings  of  the  dying,*  and  were  over- 
come by  their  excessive  misery.  Still  more,  however,  than 
even  these,  did  such  as  had  escaped  from  the  disorder  show  pity 
for  the  dying  and  the  suffering,  both  from  their  previous  knowl- 
edge of  what  it  was,  and  from  th^  being  now  in  no  fear  of 
it  themselves ;  for  it  never  seized  the  same  person  twice,  so  as 

1  Or,  "by  lamenting  for  ^e  dying."    See  Arnold's  note. 
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to  prove  actually  fatal.  And  such  persons  were  felicitated  by 
others ;  and  themselves,  in  the  excess  of  their  present  joy,  en- 
tertained for  the  future  also,  to  a  certain  degree,  a  vain  hope  that 
they  would  never  now  be  carried  off  even  by  any  other  disease. 

62.  In  addition  to  the  ori^nal  calamity,  what  oppressed 
them  still  more  was  the  crowding  into  the  city  from  the 
country,  especially  the  new  comers.  For  as  they  had  no 
houses,  but  lived  in  stifling  cabins  at  the  hot  season  of  the 
year,  the  mortality  among  them  spread  without  restraint; 
bodies  lying  on  one  another  in  the  death-agony,  and  half-dead 
creatures  rolling  about  the  streets  and  round  all  the- fount- 
ains, in  their  longing  for  water.  The  sacred  places  also  in 
which  they  had  quartered  themselves,  were  full  of  the  corpses 
of  those  that  died  there  in  them  :  for  in  the  surpassing  violence 
of  the  calamity,  men  not  knowing  what  was  to  become  ot 
them,  came  to  disregard  every  thing,  both  sacred  and  profane, 
alike.  And  all  the  laws  were  violated  which  they  before  ob- 
served respecting  burials ;  and  they  buried  them  as  each  one 
could.  And  many  from  want  of  proper  means,  in  consequence 
of  so  many  of  their  friends  having  already  died,  had  recourse 
to  shameless  modes  of  sepulture  ;  for  on  the  piles  prepared  for 
others,  some,  anticipating  those  who  had  raised  them,  would  lay 
their  own  dead  relative  and  set  fire  to  them ;  and  others,  while 
the  body  of  a  stranger  was  burning,  would  throw  on  the  top 
of  it  the  one  they  were  carrying,  and  go  away. 

53.  In  other  respects  also  the  plague  was  the  origin  of  law- 
less conduct  in  the  city,  to  a  greater  extent  [than  it  had  be- 
fore existed].  For  deeds  which  formerly  men  hid  from  view,  so 
as  not  to  do  them  just  as  they  pleased,  they  now  more  readily 
ventured  on  ;  since  they  saw  the  change  so  sudden  in  the  case 
of  those  who  were  prosperous  and  quickly  perished,  and  of 
those  who  before  had  had  nothing,  and  at  once  came  into  pos- 
session of  the  property  of  the  dead.  So  they  resolved  to  take 
their  enjoyment  quickly,  and  with  a  sole  view  to  gratification ; 
regarding  their  lives  and  their  riches  ahke  as  things  of  a  day. 
As  for  taking  trouble  about  what  was  thought  honorable,  no 
one  was  forward  to  do  it ;  deeming  it  uncertain  whether,  be- 
fore he  had  attained  to  it,  he  would  not  be  cut  off;  but  every 
thing  that  was  immediately  pleasant,  and  that  which  was  con^ 
ducive  to  it  by  any  means  whatever,  this  was  laid  down  to  be 
both  honorable  and  expedient    Aiid  fear  of  gods,  or  law  of 
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men,  there  was  none  to  stop  them ;  for  with  regard  to  the 
former  they  esteemed  it  all  the  same  whether  they  worshiped 
them  or  not,  from  seeing  all  alike  perishing ;  and  with  regard 
to  their  offenses  [against  the  latter],  no  one  expected  to  live 
till  judgment  should  he  passed  on  him,  and  so  to  pay  the 
penalty  of  them ;  hut  they  thought  a  hr  heavier  sentence  was 
impending  in  that  which  had  already  heen  passed  upon  Hiem ; 
and  that  b^re  it  fell  on  them,  it  was  right  to  have  scHne  en- 
joyment of  life. 

54.  Such  was  the  calamity  which  the  Athenians  had  met 
with,  and  by  which  they  were  afflicted,  their  men  dying  within 
the  city,  and  their  land  being  wasted  without  In  their 
misery  they  remembered  this  verse  among  other  things,  as 
was  natural  they  should ;  the  old  men  saying  that  it  had  been 
uttered  long  ago : 

"A  Dorian  war  shall  come,  and  plaguo  with  it" 

Now  there  was  a  dispute  among  them,  [and  some  asserted] 
that  it  was  not  *^a  plague"  [ioimos]  that  had  been  mentioned 
in  the  verse  by  the  men  of  former  times,  but  "a  famine," 
[limos]:  the  opinion,  however,  at  the  present  time  naturally 
prevailed  that  "a  plague"  had  been  mentioned:  for  men 
adapted  their  recollections  to  what  they  were  suffering.  But, 
I  suppose,  in  case  of  another  Dorian  war  ever  befelling  them 
after  this,  and  a  famine  happening  to  exist,  in  all  probability 
they  will  recite  the  verse  acconhngly.  Those  who  were  ac- 
quainted with  it  recollected  also  the  oracle  given  to  the  Lace- 
daemonians when  on  their  inquiring  of  the  god  whether  they 
should  go  to  war,  he  answered,  "  that  if  they  carried  it  on 
with  all  their  might,  they  would  gain  the  victory ;  and  that  he 
would  himself  take  part  with  them  in  it."  With  regard  to 
the  oracle  then,  they  supposed  that  what  was  happening  an- 
swered to  it  For  the  disease  had  begun  immediately  after  the 
Lacedaemonians  had  made  their  incuraon ;  and  it  did  not  go 
into  the  Peloponnese,  worth  even  speaking  o^  but  ravaged 
Athens  most  of  all,  and  next  to  it  tiie  most  populous  of  the 
other  towns.  Such  were  the  circumstances  that  occurred  in 
connection  with  the  plague. 

5b.  The  Peloponnesians,  after  ravaging  the  plain,  passed 
into  the  Paralian  territory,  as  it  is  called,  as  far  as  Laurium, 
where  the  gold  mines  of  the  Athenians  are  situated.    And  first 
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they  ravaged  the  side  ^ricli  looks  toward  Peloponnese; 
aflberward,  that  which  lies  toward  Euboea  and  Andrus.  Now 
Pericles  being  general  at  that  time  as  well  as  before,  main- 
tained the  same  <^inion  as  he  had  in  the  former  invasion, 
about  the  Athenians  not  marching  out  against  ihem. 

56.  While  they  were  still  in  me  plain,  before  they  went  to 
the  Paralian  territory,  he  was  preparing  an  armament  of  a 
hundred  ships  to  sail  against  the  Peloponnese ;  and  when  all 
was  ready,  he  put  out  to  sea.  On  board  the  ships  he  took 
four  thousand  heavy-anned  of  the  Athenians,  and  three  hun- 
dred cavalry  in  horse-transports,  then  for  the  first  time  made 
out  of  old  vessels :  a  Ghian  and  Lesbian  fbrce  also  joined  the 
expedition  with  fifty  ships.  When  this  armament  of  the 
Atiienians  put  out  to  sea,  they  left  the  Peloponnesians  in 
the  Paralian  territory  of  Attica.  On  arriving  at  Epidaurus, 
in  the  Peloponnese,  they  ravaged  the  ffreater  part  of  the 
land,  and  having  made  an  assault  on  the  city,  entertained  some 
h<^  of  taking  it ;  but  did  not,  however,  succeed.  After  sailing 
from  ^^daums,  they  ravaged  the  land  belonging  to  Troezen, 
Halioe,  and  Hermione;  au  which  places  are  on  the  coast 
of  the  Peloponnese.  Proceeding  thence  they  came  to  Prasise, 
a  maritime  town  of  Laconia,  and  ravaged  some  of  the  land, 
and  took  the  town  itself  and  sacked  it  After  performing 
these  achievements,  they  returned  home;  and  found  the  Pe- 
loponnesians no  longer  in  Attica,  but  returned. 

57.  Now  all  the  time  that  the  Peloponnesians  were,  in  the 
Athenian  territory,  and  the  Athenians  were  engaged  in  the 
expedition  on  board  their  ships,  the  plague  was  carrying  them 
off  both  in  the  armament  and  in  the  city,  so  that  it  was  even 
said  that  the  Peloponnesians,  for  fear  of  the  disorder, -when 
they  heard  from  the  deserters  that  it  was  in  the  city,  and  also 
perceived  them  perfimning  the  ftmeral  rites,  retired  the 
quicker  from  the  country.  Yet  in  this  invasion  they  staid 
tne  longest  time,  and  ravaged  the  whde  country:  for  they 
were  about  forty  days  in  the  Athenian  territory. 

58.  The  same  sunmier  Hagnon  son  of  Nicias,  and  Cleo- 
pompus  son  of  Ovinias,  who  were  colleagues  with  Pericles, 
took  the  army  which  he  had  employed,  and  went  straightway 
on  an  expedition  against  the  Chalcidians  Thraceward,  and 
Potidaea,  which  was  still  being  besieged :  and  on  their  arrival 
they  brought  up  their  engines  against  Potidsea,  and  endeav- 
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voQred  to  take  it  by  every  meaiis.  But  they  neiUier  suc- 
ceeded iQ  captunng  thecity^nor  in  their  other  measHres,  to 
any  extent  worthy  of  their  preparations;  for  the  plague  at- 
ta^ed  them^  and  this  indeed  utterly  overpowered  them  there, 
wasting  their  force  to  such  a  degree  that  even  the  soldiers  of 
the  Athenians  who  were  there  before  were  infected  with  it 
by  the  troops  which  came  with  Hagnoo^  though  previously 
they  had  been  in  good  health.  Phormio,  however,  and  his 
sixteen  hundred^  were  no  longer  in  the  neighbodiood  of  the 
Chalcidisms,  [and  so  escaped  ite  ravages].  Hagnon  theieibre 
returned  with  his  ships  to  Athens,  having  lost  by  the  plague 
fifteen  hundred  out  of  four  thousand  heavy-armed,  in  abmit 
forty  days.  The  soldiers  who  were  there  before  BtHl  re* 
msuned  in  the  country,  and  continued  the  siege  of  Potkbea. 

59.  After  the  second  invasion  of  the  Ls^ediemonians^  the 
Athenians,  when  ^eir  land  had  been  again  ravaged,  and  the 
disease  and  the  war  were  afflicting  th^n  at  the  same  time, 
dianged  their  views,  and  found  £Eiult  with  Pericles,  thinking 
that  he  had  persuaded  them  to  go  to  war,  and  that  it  was 
through  him  mat  they,  had  met  with  their  misfoa*tunes ;  and 
they  were  eager  to  come  to  terms  with  the  LacedaraoioBians. 
Indeed  they  sent  embassadors  to  them,  but  did  not  snoeeed 
in  their  object  And  their  minds  being  on  all  sides  reduced  to 
despsur,  they  were  violent  against  Pericles.  He  therefore  see* 
log  them  irritated  by  their  present  circumstances,  and  dcang 
every  thing  that  he  had  himself  expected  them  to  do,  called 
an  assembly  (for  he  was  still  generaH,  wishing  to  cheer  them, 
and  by  drawing  off  the  irritation  of  tneir  feelings  to  lead  them 
to  a  calmer  and  more  confident  state  of  mind.  So  he  came 
forward  and  spoke  as  follows : 

60.  ''  I  had  both  expected  the  proofs  of  your  anger  i^ainst 
me,  which  have  been  exhibited  (for  I  am  aware  of  the  causes 
of  it),  and  have  now  convened  an  assembly  for  this  purpose, 
that  I  may  remind  you  [of  what  you  have  foi^tten],  and  re- 
prove you  if  in  any  respect  you  are  wrong,  either  in  being 
irritated  against  me  or  in  succumbing  to  your  misfortunes. 
For  I  consider  that  a  state  which  in  its  public  capacity  is  suc- 
cessful confers  more  benefit  on  individuals  than  one  which 
is  prosperous  as  regards  its  particular  citizens,  while  collect- 
ively it  comes  to  ruin.  For  though  a  man  is  individually 
prosperous,  yet  if  his  country  is  ruined,  he  none  the  less  shares 
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in  ita  deateudaon ;  whereas,  if  ha  is  unfortunate  in  a  country 
that  ia  fc^tunate^  he  has  a  much  better  hope  of  escaping  his 
dangers.  Since  then  a  i^te  is  able  to  bear  the  misfortunes 
of  individuals,  while  each  individual  is  imable  to  bear  hers, 
how  can  it  fail  to  be  the  duty  of  all  to  support  her,  and  not  to 
act  as  you  are  now  doing,  who,  being  panic^tricken  by  your 
domestic  afflictions,  gire  up  all  thought  of  the  public  s£^ty, 
and  are  blaming  both  me  who  advised  you  to  go  to  war,  and 
ycmraelves  who  joined  in  voting  for  it.  And  yet  I,  with 
whom  you  are  angry,  am  a  man  who  deem  myself  second  to 
none  in  at  once  knowing  what  measures  are  required,  and 
explaining  them  to  others ;  a  lover  too  of  my  country,  and 
snpericMr  to  the  influence  of  money.  For  he  who  knows  a 
thmg  that  is  ri^t,  but  does  not  explain  it  with  clearness,  is 
no  bettar  than  if  he  had  never  had  a  conception  of  it;  and  he, 
again,  who  has  both  these  requisites,  but  is  ill-affected  to- 
ward his  country,  would  not  so  well  speak  for  her  interest. 
And  even  if  this  qualification  be  added  to  the  others,  while  he 
is  influenced  by  regard  for  money,  all  of  them  together  would 
be  satarificed  for  tins  one  consideration.  So  that  if  you  were 
persuaded  by  me  to  go  to  war,  because  you  thought  4hat  I 
possessed  these  qualities  even  in  a  moderate  degree  more  than 
other  men,  I  can  not  now  fairly  be  chained  with  injuring  you, 
at  any  rate. 

61.  "  For  those  indeed  to  go  to  war,  who,  while  successful  in 
other  things,  have  had  a  choice  in  the  matter  ^owed  them,  it 
is  great  foUy.  But  if  [in  our  case]  it  were  necessary,  either 
inunediately  to  submit  to  our  neighbors,  if  we  made  conces- 
sions, or  to  preserve  our  independence  by  running  a  great 
risk ;  then  he  who  shrank  from  the  risk  is  more  reprehensible 
than  he  who  &ced  it.  For  my  part  then,  I  am  the  same  that 
I  ev^  was,  and  do  not  depart  ^m  my  c^inion ;  but  you  are 
changing,  since  it  h^pens  that  you  were  persuaded  [to  go  to 
war]  while  unscathed,  but  repent  of  it  now  you  are  suffering : 
and  that  my  advice  appears  wrong  through  the  weakness  of 
your  resolution ;  because  pain  is  now  in  possession  of  each  man's 
feeling,  while  the  certainty  of  the  benefit  is  as  yet  hidden 
from  all:  and  a  great  reverse  having  befallen  you,  and 
that  sudd^y,  your  mind  is  too  prostrated  to  persevere  in 
your  determinations.  For  the  ^irit  is  enslaved  by  what  is 
sudd^i  and  unlocked  for,  and  most  beyond  our  calculation ; 
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which  has  been  your  case,  in  addition  to  every  {timg  else* 
more  espedally  with  regi^  to  the  plague.  Living,  how«Ter, 
as  jou  do  in  a  great  city,  and  brought  up  with  habits  corre- 
sponding to  it,  you  ought  to  be  wiUing  to  encounter  the  great- 
est misfortunes,  and  not  to  sully  your  reputation ;  (for  men 
think  it  ecpally  just  to  find  &ult  with  him  who  wewly  ^lls 
short  of  h^  proper  charadier,  and  to  hate  him  who  rashly 
graaps  at  that  which  does  not  beloi^  to  him ;)  and  you  ought 
to  cease  grieving  for  your  private  sufferings,  and  to  dcTote 
yourselves  to  the  safety  of  the  ocmimonwealth. 

62.  *^  But  with  regard  to  your  trouble  in  the  war^  lest  you 
should  fear  that  it  may  prove  great,  and  we  may  still  be  none 
the  more  succesi^],  let  those  arguments  suffice  you,  with 
which  on  many  other  occasions  I  have  proved  the  error  of 
your  suspicions  respecting  it.  At  the  same  time,  I  will  also 
lay  before  you  the  following  advantage,  which  yourselves  do 
not  a{^ar  ever  yet  to  have  thought  oi  as  belonging  to  you, 
respecting  the  greatness  of*  your  empire,  and  which  I  nerer 
lurged  in  my  founer  q)eeches ;  nor  wouki  I  even  now,  as  it  has 
rather  too  boastful  an  air,  if  I  did  not  see  you  unreasonably 
cast  down.  You  think  then  that  you  only  bear  rule  over 
your  own  subject  allies ;  but  I  declare  to  you  that  of  the  two 
parts  of  the  world  open  for  man's  use,  the  land  and  the 
sea,  of  the  whole  of  the  one  you  htq  most  absolute  masters, 
both  as  far  as  you  avail  yourselves  of  it  now,  and  if  you  should 
wish  to  do  so  still  further ;  and  there  is  no  power,  neither  the 
king  nor  any  nation  beddes  at  the  present  day,  that  can  {»re-> 
vent  your  sailing  [where  you  please]  with  your  present  naval 
resources,  i  This  power  then  evidently  is  far  from  being 
merely  on  a  level  with  the  benefits  of  your  houses  and  lands, 
which  you  think  so  much  to  be  deprived  of;  nor  is  is  right 
for  you  to  grieye  about  them,  but  rather  to  lu)ld  ^em  cheap, 
ccmsidering  them,  in  comparison  with  this,  as  a  mere  gardffli« 
plot  and  embellishment  c^  a  rich  man's  estate.  You  should 
know,  too,  that  liberty,  provided  we  devote  ourselves  to  tkaty 
and  preserve  it,  will  easily  recover  these  losses ;  whereas  those 
who  have  once  submitted  to  others  find  even  their  greatest 
gains  diminish.  Nor  should  you  show  yourselves  inferior  in 
both  respects  to  your  fethers,  who  with  labor,  and  not  by  in- 
heritance from  others,  acquired  these  possessions,  and  more- 
over kept  them,  and  bequeatlied  them  to  us;  for  it  is  more* 
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dif^racefiil  to  be  deprived  of  a  thing  when  we  have  got  it, 
than  to  fail  in  getting  it.  -On  the  contrary,  you  ^ould  meet 
yonr  enemies,  not  only  with  spirit,  but  also  with  a  spirit  of 
contwnpt  For  C(mfidenee  is  produced  even  by  lucky  ignorance, 
ay,  evsen  in  a  coward ;  but  conUmpt  is  the  feeling  of  the  man 
who  trusts  that  he  is  superior  to  his  adversaries  in  counsel 
also,  which  is  oar  case.  And  alnlity,  with  a  h^h  spirit,  ren- 
ders more  sure  the  daring  which  arises  from  equal  fortune; 
and  does  not  so  much  trust  to  mere  hope,  whose  strength 
mainly  displays  itself  in  difficulties ;  but  rath^  to  a  judgment 
grounded  upon  pres^it  realities,  whose  antieipations  may  be 
am^  vdied  upom 

63.  ^It »  but  fair,  too,  that  you  should  sustain  the  dignity 
of  the  state  derived  from  its  sovere^ty,  on  which  you  all 
pride  youiselves ;  and  that  either  you  should  not  shrink  from 
its  k^rs,  or  else  dK>ald  lay  no  claim  to  its  honors  either. 
Nor  should  you  suppose  that  you  are  struggling  to  escape  one 
evil  only,  slavery  instead  of  freedom ;  but  to  avoid  loss  of  do- 
minion also,  and  danger  from  the  animosities  which  you  have 
incurred  in  your  exercise  of  that  dominion.  And  from  this  it 
is  no  longer  possible  for  you  to  retire ;  if  through  fear  at  the 
present  tone  any  one  is  for  so  playing  the  honest  man  in  quiet 
Fcwr  you  now  hold  it  as  a  tyranny,  which  it  seems  wrong  to 
have  assumed,  but  dangerous  to  give  up.  And  men  ynih 
these  views  would  very  quickly  ruin  the  state,  whether  they 
persuaded  others  [to  adopt  the  same],  or  even  lived  any  where 
mctependently  by  thems^ves ;  fer  quietness  is  not  a  safe  prin- 
ciple, unless  ranged  with  activity ;  nor  is  it  for  the  interest  of 
a  sovereign  state,  but  of  a  subject  one,  that  it  may  Hve  in 
safe  slavery. 

64.  '^  Do  you  tiien  neither  be  seduced  by  such  citizens,  nor 
be  angry  with  me,  whom  yourselves  also  j<»ned  in  votmg  for 
war,  though  the  enemy  has  invaded  our  countiy,  and  done 
what  it  was  natural  that  he  should  do,  if  you  wouM  not  sub- 
mit ;  and  though,  besides  what  we  looked  for,  this  disease  also 
hi»  come  upon  us— the  only  thing,  indeed,  of  all  that  has  hap- 
pened beyond  our  expectations.  And  it  is  throii^h  this,  I 
well  know,  that  in  some  degree  I  am  still  more  the  object  of 
your  displeasure;  yet  not  with  justice,  Unless  you  will  also 
give  me  the  credit  when  you  meet  with  any  success  beyond 
your  calculation.    The  evils  then  which  are  sent  by  heaven, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


VXV.]  THUCYDU>E&  II.  129 

j(m  must  bear  peiforoe;  those  wloch  are  inflicted  by  your 
enemies,  witii  courage ;  for  such  was  formerly  the  custom  of 
this  country,  and  let  it  not  now  meet  with  a  check  in  your 
cascV^But  ccMi»^r  that  it  has  the  greatest  name  in  all  the 
world  from  not  yidding  to  misfortunes,  and  from  expending 
in  war  more  Htcs  and  labor  ^an  any  other  stat^  and  that 
it  has  now  the  gteatest  power  that  ever  exbted  up  to  the  pres- 
ent time;  Ihe  m^nory  of  whidi,  even  shouid  we  now  at 
length  give  way  (ibr  every  thing  is  naturally  liable  to  de- 
iMpease),  will  be  1^  to  posterity  forever,  namety,  that  we  had 
dominioti  over  more  Greels  than  any  o^er  Gre^  state  ever 
had ;  and  held  out  in  the  greatest  wars  against  them,  both  od- 
lectively  and  si^ly ;  ai^  inhalnted  a  city  better  provided 
witili  all  thii^  than  any  other,  and  greater.  And  yet  your 
quiet  man  would  find  fault  with  these  things;  but  &e  man 
who  has  himself  a  wish  to  achieve  something,  will  ^nulate 
them ;  while  whoever  does  not  possess  them  will  envy  them. 
But  to  be  hated  aiMi  offensive  for  the  time  present  has  been 
the  lot  of  aU  who  have  ever  presumed  to  rule  over  others; 
that  man,  however,  taJses  wise  counsel  who  incurs  envy  lor 
the  greatest  things.  For  odium  does  not  last  long ;  but  pres- 
ent s{^end(»*  and  friture  gkury  are  handed  down  to  perpetual 
memory.  Do  you  then,  providing  both  for  yoiMr  friture 
honor,  and  for  your  immediate  escape  from  disgrace,'  secure 
both  ol]^t8  by  your  present  spirit;  and  neith^  send  any 
heralds  to  the  Lacedaemonians,  nor  show  that  you  are  weighed 
down  by  your  present  troubles ;  for  such  as  in  feeling  are  least 
annoyed  at  their  misfortunes,  while  in  action  they  most  cour- 
ageously resist  them,  these,  both  of  states  and  of  individuals, 
%TQ  the  best."        .  •   .       .    i 

65.  By  speaking  to  this  effect  Pericles  endeavored  both  to 
divwt  the  Athenians  from  their  anger  towiu^d  himself  and  to 
lead  away  their  thoughts  from  tlwir  i^esent  hardships.  And 
in  a  pubHc  point  of  view  they  were  persuaded  by  his  speech, 
and  were  no  longer  for  sending  to  the  Lacedsemrauans,  but 

'  "  Recte  Di&as  rd  fieXlov  Ka\bv  ad  lijv  iireira  Ao^aVj  rd  airUa  fjt^ 
alffxpov  ad  rifv  irapavTiKa  XaftirpoTfjTa  respicere  adnotaf — GoOer^  whose 
interpretation  is  adopted  by  Arnold.  By  others  xaXov  and  /li^  alaxpov 
are  taken  as  dependent  on  npoyvovre^;  **  providing  what  is  honorable 
for  the  future  and  not  disgraceful  for  the  present"  The  rhythm  of  the 
sentence  is,  I  think,  in  favor  of  the  latter  interpretation ;  the  absence  of 
the  article  from  the  neuter  singular  adjectives,  in  &vor  of  the  former. 
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were  more  resolute  for  the  war ;  though  in  their  private  feel- 
ings they  were  dii^ressed  by  tiieir  imfferings;  the  commons, 
because,  having  set  out  with  less  resources,  they  had  been  de- 
prived of  even  those;  the  higher  orders,  because  they  had 
lost  fine  possessions  in  the  country,  both  in  buildings  and  ex- 
pensive establishments,  and,  what  was  the  greatest  evil  of  all, 
had  war  instead  of  peace.  They  did  not,  however,  cease  from 
their  pubUo  displeasure  toward  him,  till  tfa^  had  fined  him 
in  a  sum  of  money.  But  no  long  time  after,  as  the  multitiide 
is  wont  to  act,  they  again  elected  him  ^neral,  and  committed 
every  thing  to  him ;  S>r  on  the  points  in  which  each  nHin  was 
vexed  about  his  domestic  affidrs,  tiiey  now  felt  less  keenly ; 
but  with  regard  to  what  the  whole  state  needed,  they  thought 
that  he  was  most  valuable.  For  as  long  as  he  was  at  the  head 
of  the  state  in  time  of  peace,  he  governed  it  with  moderation, 
and  kept  it  in  safety,  said  it  was  at  its  height  of  greatness  in 
his  time ;  and  when  the  war  broke  out,  he-  appears  to  have 
fc^reknown  its  power  in  this  respect  also.  He  survived  its 
conunencement  two  years  and  six  months ;  and  when  he  was 
dead,  his  foresight  with  fegard  to  its  course  was  appreciated 
to  a  still  greater  degree.  A  For  he  said  that  if  they  kept  quiet, 
and  attended  to  their  navy,  and  did  not  gain  additional  do<- 
minion  during  the  war,  nor  expose  tlw  city  to  hazard,  th^ 
would  have  the  advantage  in  the  struggle.  But  they  did  the 
very  contrary  of  all  this,  and  in  other  ^ings  which  seemed  to 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  war,  through  their  private  ambi- 
tion and  private  gain,  they  adopted  evil  measures  both  toward 
themselves  and  meir  allies ;  which,  if  successful,  conduced  to 
the  honor  and  benefit  of  individuals ;  Imt  if  they  failed,  proved 
detrimental  to  the  state  with  regard  to  the  war.  And  the  reason 
was,  that  he,  being  powerful  by  means  of  his  high  rank  and 
talents,  and  mani^dy  proof  against  bribery,  controlled  the  mul« 
titude  with  an  independent  sforit,  and  was  not  led  by  them  so 
much  as  he  himsdf  led  ikem  ;  for  he  did  not  say  any  thing  to 
humor  them,  for  the  acquisition  of  power  by  improper  means ; 
but  was  able  on  the  strength  of  his  character  to  contradict  them 
even  at  the  risk  of  their  displeasure.  Whenever,  for  instance, 
he  perceived  them  unseasonably  and  insolently  confident,  by 
his  language,  he  would  dash  them  down  to  alarm ;  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  when  they  were  unreasonably  alarmed,  be 
would  raise  them  again  to  confidence.    And  so,  though  in 
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naiiie  it  was  a  democnu^,  in  fact  it  was  a  goyemment  ad- 
ministered by  the  first  man.  Whereas  those  who  eame  a^r, 
being  more  on  a  level  with  each  other,  and  each  grasping  to 
become  first,  had  recourse  to  devoting  [not  only  tkeir  i^>eeches, 
but]  even  their  measures^  to  the  humors  of  the  people.  In 
consequence  of  this  both  many  other  blunders  were  committed, 
as  was  likely  in  a  great  and  spver^gn  statB^  and  especially  the 
expediti<Hi  to  ^ily;  which  was  not  so  much  an  erroc  of 
judgment  with  respect  to  the  pe<^e  they  went  against,  as 
tbat  those  who  had  sent  them  out,  by  not  afterward  voting 
supplies  reqmred  by  the  aonament,  but  proceeding  with  their 
pnvate  criminations,  to  gain  the  leadership  of  the  commons, 
both  blunted  the  ^iiit  of  measiues  in  the  camp,  and  for  the 
first  time  were  emluroiled  with  one  another  in  the  affairs  of 
the  city.  But  even  when  they  had  su^red  in  Sicily  the  loss 
of  other  forces,  aud  of  the  greater  part  c^  their  fieet^  and  were 
now  involved  in  sedition  at  home,  they  nevertheless  held  out 
three  years,  both  against  their  former  enemies,  and  those  from 
Sicily  with  them,  md  moreover  against  the  greater  part  of 
their  allies  who  had  revolted,  and  Cyrus,  the  king's  aoBy  who 
afterward  joined  them,  and  who  supplied  the  Pek^nnesians 
with  money  for  their  fleet :  nor  did  they  succumb,  before  they 
were  overthrown  and  ruined  by  thems^ves,  through  their  pri- 
vate quarrels.  Such  a  superabundance  of  means  had  Pericles 
at  that  time,  by  which  he  himself  foresaw  that  with  the  great- 
est ease  he  could  gaiii  the  advantage  in  the  war  over  the  Pelo- 
ponnesians  by  themselves. 

66.  The  LaGed»m<^aQS  and  their  allies  the  same  summer 
imide  an  expedition  with  a  hundred  ships  against  the  isl^id 
of  Zacyn&us,  which  lies  over  against  Ells.  The  inhabitants 
are  a  cc^ony  of  the  Aphasansof  &e  Pel(H>onnesus  and  were  in 
alliance  wi£h  the  Ath0nians.  On  board  the  fleet  were  a  thou- 
sand heavy-armed  of  the  Lacedaemonians,  and  Cnemus,  a  Spar- 
tan as  admiral.  Having  made  a  descent  on  the  country,  diey 
ravaged  the  greater  part  of  it ;  and  when  they  did  not  sur- 
render, they  sailed  hack  home. 

67.  At  ^e  end  of  tlie  same  summer,  Aristeus,  a  Corinthian, 
Aneristus,  Nicolaus,  and  Stratodemus,  embassadors  of  the 
Lacedaemonians,"  Timagoras,  a  Tegean,  and  Pollis,  an  Argive 
in  a  private  capacity,  being  on  their  way  to  Asia,  to  obtain 
an  interview  with  the  king,  if  by  any  means  they  might 
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prevail  on  him  to  supply  money  and  join  in  the  war,  went 
first  to  Thraee,  to  Sitidees  ike  son  of  Teres,  wishing  to  per- 
suade him,  if  they  could,  to  withdraw  Irom  his  alliance  with  the 
Athenians,  and  make  an  expedition  against  Potid^ea,  where  was 
an  armament  of  the  Athenians  besie^ng  the  place ;  and  then, 
to  {m>oeed  by  his  assistance  to  their  desdnation  across  the  Hel- 
lespont, to  Phamaces  the  son  of  Phamabazas,  who  was  to  send 
them  up  the  con&tiy  to  the  king.  But  some  Athenian  em- 
bassadors, Learchus  son  of  Callimaohus,  and  Aminiades  son  of 
Phil^non,  happening  to  be  yriik  ^talces,  persuaded  Sadocus 
his  son,  who  had  b^n  made  an  Athenian  citizen,  to  put  the 
men  into  their  hands,  tiiat  they  mirf  not,  by  passing  over  to 
the  king,  do  their  best  to  injure  [what  was  now]  his  own 
countiy.  He,  in  coniplianoe  with  umr  request,  having  sent 
some  other  men  with  Leardius  and  Aminiades,  seized  them  as 
they  were  traveling  through  Thrace  to  the  vessel  in  whi<^  they 
were  to  cross  the  Hellespont,  before  they  went  on  boaid,  and 
gave  orders  to  deliver  them  up  to  the  Athenian  embassadors ; 
who,  having  received  them,  took  them  to  Athens.  On  thew 
arrival  the  Athenians,  being  a&aid  that  if  Aristeus  escaped  he 
might  do  them  stiH  more  mischief  (for  even  before  this  he  had 
evidently  conducted  all  the  measures  in  Potid^ea  and  their  pos- 
sessions Thraoeward),  without  giving  them  a  trial,  though  ^ey 
reqt^sted  to  say  something  [in  their  own  defense!  put  them  to 
death  that  same  day,  and  Sirew  them  into  pits ;  thinking  it  but 
just  to  requite  them  in  the  same  way  as  the  Lacedaemonians 
had  begun  with ;  for  they  had  killed  and  thrown  into  pits  the 
merchants  both  of  the  Athenians  and  their  lilies,  whom  ihey 
had  taken  on  board  trading  vessels  about  the  coast  of  the 
Peloponnese.  Indeed  all  that  the  Lacedsemonians  took  on  the 
sea  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  they  butchered  as  enemies, 
both  those  who  were  confederates  of  the  Athenians  and  those 
who  were  neutral. 

66.  About  the  same  time,  when  the  summer  was  drawing 
to  a  close,  the  Ambradots,  with  their  own  forces  and  many 
of  the  barbarians  whom  they  had  raised,  made  an  expediti<m 
against  Argos  in  Amphilochia,  and  the  rest  of  that  country. 
Now  their  enmity  against  the  Argives  first  arose  from  the 
following  circumstances.  Argos  in  AmphilocBia  and  the  rest 
of  the  country  was  colonized  by  Amphilochus  the  son  of  Am- 
phiaraus,  when  he  returned  home  aner  the  Trojan  war,  and 
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was  not  pleased  with  tke  state  of  l^mgs  si  Argos ;  Itmd  he 
biult  it]  on  the  Amhracdan  Gul^  and  called  it  Aii^oi;,  adter  the 
name  of  his  own  country.  This  was  the  largest  city  of  Am- 
philochia,  and  had  the  most  powerful  inhabitants.  But  many 
generations  a^rward,  being  pressed  by  misfortunes,  they 
called  in  the  AmlN^aciots,  who  boidered  on  Amphilochia,  as 
joint4nhabitants ;  and  from  the  Ambiaciots  who  joined  them 
they  were  tan^it  the  Greek  language  ^diich  they  now  speak, 
the  rest  of  the  Amphik)diians  bdng  barbarians.  Now  the 
Ambraeiots  in  process  of  time  drove  out  the  Argives,  and  held 
the  dty  by  themselves.  Upon  this  the  Amphiiochians  gave 
themsJves  up  to  the  AcamaniMis ;  and  both  together  having 
called  in  the  Athenians,  who  sent  them  Phormio  for  a  general 
and  thirty  ships,  on  the  arrival  of  Phormio  they  took  Argos 
by  storm,  and  made  i^ves  of  the  Ambraeiots ;  while  the  .^- 
philochians  and  Aoamanians  occupied  the  town  in  common. 
And  it  was  after  this  event  that  the  alliance  between  the 
Atii^ans  and  Aoamanians  was  first  made.  The  Ambraci<^ 
then  first  conceived  their  enmity  to  the  Aigives  from  this  en- 
slavement of  their  people ;  and  merward,  during  the  war,  form- 
ed this  armament  n'om  th^oselves  and  the  Chaonians,  and  some 
other  of  the  nei^boring  barbarians.  Having  come  to  Argos, 
they  obtained  conmiand  of  the  coimtry ;  but  being  unable  to 
take  the  city  by  assault,  they  retired  homeward,  and  disbanding 
returned  to  their  different  nations.  These  were  the  events  of 
the  summ^. 

69.  The  following  winter,  the  Athenians  sent  twenty  ships 
round  the  Peloponnese,  with  I^rmio  as  commander,  who, 
making  Naupectos  his  station,  kept  watch  that  no  one  either 
sjuled  out  from  Corinth  and  the  Grissean  Bay,  or  in  to  it  An- 
other squadron  of  six  they  sent  toward  Caria  and  Lycia,  with 
Melesander  as  conunander,  to  raise  money  from  those  parts,  and 
to  hin<kr  the  privateers  of  the  Peloponnesians  from  making* 
that  their  rendezvous,  and  interfering  with  the  navigation  of 
the  merchantmen  from  Phaselis  and  Phoenice,  and  &e  conti- 
nent in  that  direction.  But  Melesander,  having  gone  up  the 
countnr  into  Lyda  with  a  force  composed  of  the  Athenimis 
from  the  idiips  and  the  allies,  and  being  defeated  in  a  battle, 
was  killed,  and  lost  a  considerable  part  of  the  army. 

70.  The  same  winter,  when  the  Potidaeans  could  zxo  longer 
hold  out  against  th^  besiegers,  the  inroads  of  the  P^lopon- 
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nesians  into  Attica  having  had  no  more  effect  toward  cau»ng 
ih»  Athenians  to  withdraw,  and  their  provisicms  being  ex- 
hausted, and  many  other  horrors  having  befi^len  theoi  in 
their  straits  for  food,  and  s<Hne  having  even  eaten  one  an- 
other ;  under  these  circumstance,  I  says,  they  make  proposals 
for  a  capitulation  to  the  general  of  the  Athenians  who  were 
in  command  against  them,  Xenophon  son  of  Euripides,  His- 
tiodonis  son  of  Aristochdes,  the  son  of  Phanomachus  son  of  Cal« 
limachus;  who  accepted  them,  seeing  the  distress  of  their 
army  in  so  exposed  a  position,  and  the  state  having  already 
expended  2000  talents  on  the  si^e.  On  these  terms  there* 
^re  they  came  to  an  agreem^it ;  thai  themselves,  their  chil- 
dren, wives,  and  auxiliaries,  should  go  out  of  the  place  with 
one  dress  each — but  the  women  with  two— and  with  a  fixed 
sum  of  money  for  their  journey.  According  to  this  treaty, 
they  went  out  to  Chalcidiee,  or  where  each  could:  but  the 
Athenians  blamed  the  generals  for  having  come  to  an  agree- 
ment without  consulting  them;  for  they  thought  they  might, 
have  got  possession  -of  the  place  on  their  own  terms ;  and 
afterward  they  sent  settlers  of  their  own  to  Potidaea  and 
colonized  it.  These  were  the  transactions  of  the  winter ;  and 
so  ended  the  seoond  year  of  this  war  of  which  Thucydides 
wrote  the  history. 

71.  The  following  summer  ^the  Peloponnesians  and  their 
allies  did  not  make  an  incursion  into  Attica,  but  marched 
agamst  Platsea,  being  led  by  Archidamus,  the  son  of  Zeuxi-* 
damus,  king  of  the  Lacedaemonians.  Having  encamped  his 
army,  he  was  going  to  ravage  the  land;  but  the  Plataeans 
iminediately  sent  embassadors  to  him,  and  i^ke  as  follows : 
*'  Archidamus  and  Lacedaemonians,  you  are  not  doing  what  is 
right,  or  wortliy  either  of  yourselves  or  of  tiie  fethers  from  whom 
you  are  sprung,  in  mard^ing  against  the  territory  of  the  Pla- 
Oseans.  For  Pausaaias  son  of  CLeombrotus,  the  Lacedaemonian, 
wh^i  he  had  liberated  Greece  from  the  Medes^  in  conjunction 
with  those  Greeks  who  had  been  willing  to  incur  with  him 
the  peril  of  the  battle  that  was  fought  near  our  city,  after 
sacrificing  in  the  market-place  of  Plataea  to  Juf»ter  the  De- 
liverer, and  assembUng  all  the  allies,  proceeded  to  grant  to  the 
Platseans  to  live  in  independent  possession  <^  their  land  and 
city,  and  that  no  one  should  ever  make  war  upon  them  im- 
justly,  or  to  enslave  them ;  else  that  the  allies  then  present 
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should  assist  them  to  thdr  utmost.  These  rewards  your  flMliers 
gave  us  for  onr  valor  and  zeal,  shown  in  those  scenes  of  danger ; 
but  yott  are  doing  the  v«ry  contrary ;  for  in  conjunction  wi<ii 
the  Hiebans,  our  bitterest  enemies,  you  are  come  to  enslave  us. 
Calling  the  gods  then  to  witness,  both  those  who  at  that  time 
received  t^e  oaths,  and  those  of  your  own  fathers,  and  those  of 
our  coimtay,  we  charge  you  not  to  injure  the  Platsean  territory, 
nor  break  the  oaths,  but  to  let  us  live  indep^ident^  as  Pausanias 
thought  right  to  grant  us." 

72;  Wh^i  the  Platseans  had  spoken  thus  much,  Archidamus 
took  them  up  and  said :  ^  You  speak  what  is  just^  Platseans,  if 
you  act  in  aecoidance  with  your  speech.  As  then  Paieanias 
becjueathed  to  you,  «o  both  enjoy  independence  yourselves,  and 
assist  in  liberating  Uie  rest,  as  many  as  shared  the  dangers  of 
that  day,  and  are  now  under  the  rule  of  the  Athenians ;  and  for 
whose  hberation,  and  that  of  the  rest  [of  their  subjects],  all  this 
provision  and  war  has  been  undertaken.  Do  you  then  your- 
selves abid^  by  the  oaths,  by  taking  your  part  in  this  liberation, 
if  possible;  but  if  not,  then,  as  we  before  proposed,  keep  quiet 
in  the  enjoyment  of  your  own  possessions,  and  do  not  join  either 
side,  but  receive  both  as  friends,  and  hr  warlike  purposes  neith^ 
the  one  n<^  the  other.  And  this  will  satisfy  us."  Thus  much 
said  Archidamus.  The  Platseans  having  heard  it  went  into  the 
city,  and  after  commimicating  to  the  whole  people  what  had 
been  said,  answered  him  that  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  do 
what  he  proposed  without  consulting  the  Athenians ;  for  their 
children  and  wives  were  with  them;  and  that  they  had  also 
fears  for  the  whole  city,  lest  when  the  Lacedemonians  had  re- 
tired, the  Aliienians  should  come  and  not  leave  it  in  th^r 
hands ;  or  the  Thebans,  as  being  included  in  the  treaty,  on  the 
strength  of  their  ^  receiving  both  parties,"  should  again  endeavor 
to  seize  on  it.  To  encourage  them  on  these  points  he  said,  ^  Do 
you  then  give  up  your  dty  and  houses  to  us  Lacedssmonians, 
and  pdM  out  the  boundaries  of  your  territory,  and  your  trees 
in  number,  and  whatever  else  can  be  reduced  to  number;  and 
yourselves  remove  wherever  you  please  for  as  long  as  the  war 
may  last.  When  it  is  over,  we  will  restore  to  you  whatever  we 
may  have  received.  Till  then  we  will  hold  it  in  trust,  cultivating 
it,  and  bringing  to  you  such  of  the  produce  as  will  be  sufficient 
for  you." 

73.  When  they  had  heard  his  proposal,  they  went  again  into 
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the  city,  and  after  coBsuking  with  the  people,  said  that  th^ 
wished  fint  to  oommuiiieate  to  the  Athenians  what  he  proposed, 
and  should  they  gain  their  consent,  ihffa  to  do  so ;  but  till  that 
time  they  begged  him  to  grant  them  a  truce,  and  not  to  lay 
waste  ihe  land.  So  he  granted  them  a  trace  for  the  number  of 
ikys  within  which  it  was  likely  they  would  return  home,  and  in 
the  mean  time  did  not  begin  to  ravage  the  land.  Hie  Platsraui 
embassadors  having  come  to  the  Athenians  and  consulted  with 
them,  returned  with  the  following  message  to  those  in  die  city : 
'^Men  of  Plateea,  the  Athemans  say,  that  nev^  in  times  past, 
siirce  we  became  their  allies,  have  they  aa  any  occasion  deserted 
us  when  injured;  nor  wiU  they  neglect  us  now,  but  will  succor 
in  to  the  best  of  ikevt  powor.  And  they  charge  jrou  by  the  oaths 
which  your  &thers  swore,  to  make  no  innovatimi  in  the  terms 
of  the  alliance." 

74.  The  embassadors  having  delivered  this  message,  they 
resolved  not  to  prove  false  to  me  Athenians,  but  to  endure,  if 
necessary,  both  to  see  their  land  ravaged,  and  to  suffer  whatever 
else  might  befetll  them.  They  resolved  also  that  no  one  should 
go  out  again,  but  that  they  should  reply  from  the  walls,  that  it 
was  impossible  for  them  to  do  as  the  Lacedaemonians  {Mroposed. 
When  they  had  given  this  answer,  king  Archidamus  proceeded 
in  the  first  {^ace  to  call  to  witness  the  gods  and  haroes  of  the 
country,  in  these  words :  "  Ye  gods  and  heroes  that  dwell  in 
die  laiid  of  Plataea,  bear  witness  that  it  was  neither  unjisstly  in 
the  first  instance,  but  when  these  men  had  first  l»roken  the 
agreement  they  had  sworn  to,  that  we  came  gainst  this  land, 
in  which  our  fathers  prayed  to  you  before  they  conquered  the 
Medes,  and  which  you  rendered  an  auspicious  one  for  the  Greeks 
to  contend  in ;  nor  shall  we  act  unjustly  now,  whatever  we  may 
do ;  for  though  we  have  made  many  fair  proposals,  we  have  not 
succeeded  in  gaining  their  assent.  Grant  th^i  that  those  may 
be  punished  for  the  wrong  who  were  the  first  to  begin  it,  and 
that  those^  may  obtain  their  revenge  who  are  lawfuUy  trying  to 
inflict  it" 

75.  Having  thus  appealed  to  the  gods,  he  set  his  army  to 
the  war.  In  the  first  place  he  inclosed  them  with  a  patisade, 
made  of  the  trees  which  they  cut  down,  that  no  one  might  go 
out  of  the  town  any  longer.  Next  they  began  to  throw  up  a 
mound  against  the  city,  hoping  that  the  reduction  of  it  would 
be  very  speedily  effected  with  so  large  an  army  at  work. 
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Gutting  down  timber  therefofe  £rom  Githseron,  they  built  it 
up  on  eaoh  side,  laying  it  like  lattioe-work,  to  senre  ha  walls, 
tbat  the  mound  might  not  ^read  over  a  wide  space ;  and  they 
carried  to  it  biu^wood,  and  stone,  and  soil,  and  whatever  else 
would  help  to  complete  it  when  thrown  on.  Seventy  days  and 
nights  continuously  they  were  throwing  it  up,  being  divided 
into  rdief-partiesy  so  that  some  should  be  carrying,  while  others 
were  taMng  sleep  and  refrediment;  the  Lacedaemonian  officers 
who  shared  the  command  over  the  contingents  of  each  state 
vemug  them  to  ^e  woiic.  But  the  Platieans,  seeing  the  mound 
ri«n^,  put  t(^ther  a  wooden  wall,  and  placed  it  on  the  wall 
ei  tamr  city,  where  the  mound  was  being  made,  and  built 
bricks  iande  it,  which  they  took  firom  the  neighboring  houses. 
The  timbers  served  as  a  ftsme  for  them,  to  prevent  the  build- 
ing from  being  weak  as  it  became  high ;  and  for  curtains  it 
had  skins  and  hides,  so  that  die  workmen  and  the  timbers 
weve  not  exposed  to  fiery  misales,  but  were  in  safety.  So  the 
wall  was  raised  to  a  great  height,  and  the  mound  rose  op 
posite  to  it  no  less  quickly.  The  Platseans  also  adopted  soudb 
such  device  as  follows :  Uiey  took  down  a  part  of  the  wall, 
where  the  mound  lay  agsunst  it,  and  carried  the  earth  into  the 
dty* 

7©.  The  Peloponnesians,  on  perceiving  this,  rammed  down 
elay  in  wattles  of  reed,  and  threw  it  into  the  breach,  that  it 
might  not  be  loose,  and  so  carried  away  like  the  soil.  Being 
thus  baffled,  the  Platseans  ceased  from  this  attempt ;  but  hav- 
ing dug  a  passage  under  ground  from  the  city,  and  having 
guessed  their  way  under  the  mound,  they  began  again  to  carry 
the  soil  in  to  them*  And  for  a  long  time  they  escaped  the  ob- 
servation of  the  enemy  outside ;  so  that  though  they  continued 
to  throw  on  materials,  they  were  fbrther  from  finishing  it ;  as 
their  mound  was  carried  away  from  beneath,  and  continually 
sinking  down  into  the  vacuum.  Fearing,  however,  that  they 
might  not  even  by  this  means  be  able  to  hold  out,  so  few  in 
numbers  against  so  many,  they  adopted  the  following  addi- 
tional contrivance.  They  ceased  to  work  at  the  great  build- 
ins:  opposite  to  the  mound ;  but  beginning  at  either  end  of  it, 
A\  here  the  wall  was  of  its  original  height,  they  built  another  in 
lJi6  form  of  a  crescent,  running  inward  into  the  city;  that  if 
i\\e  great  wall  were  taken,  this  might  hold  out,  and  their  op- 
poacnta  might  have  to  throw  up  a  second  mound  against  it^ 
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and  as  they  adTanced  within,  might  have  double  trouble,  and 
be  more  exposed  to  missiles  on  both  their  flanks.  At  the  same 
time  that  they  were  raising  the  mound,  the  Pel(^nnesians 
brought  engines  also  to  play  upon  the  city ;  one  of  which,  being 
brought  up  close  to  the  wall,  shook  down  a  considerable  part  of 
the  great  building,  and  terrified  the  Platseans.  Others  were 
advanced  against  different  parts  of  the  wall ;  but  the  Platseans 
broke  them  oflf  by  throwing  nooses  around  them.  They  also 
suspended  great  beams  by  long  iron  chains  from  the  extremity 
of  two  levers,  which  were  laid  upon  the  wall,  and  stretched  out 
beyond  it ;  and  having  drawn  them  up  at  an  uigle,  whenever 
the  engine  was  going  to  fall  on.  any  point,  by  loosing  the  chains 
and  not  holding  them  tight  in  hiwd,  they  let  the  beam  drop; 
which,  falling  on  it  with  great  impetus,  broke  off  the  head  of 
the  battering-ram.'  • 

77.  After  this,  when  their  engines  were  of  no  avail,  and  the 
building  of  the  yrall  was  going  on  in  opposition  to  the  mound, 
the  Peloponnesians,  Uiinking  it  impossible  to  take  the  city  by 
their  present  means  of  offense,  prepared  for  droumvallating  it. 
First,  however,  they  determined  to  make  an  attempt  upon  it  by 
fire,  [and  see]  whether  with  the  help  of  a  favorable  wind  they 
could  bum  the  town,  as  it  was  not  a  large  one :  for  they 
thought  of  every  possible  device,  if  by  any  means  it  might  be 
reduced  by  them  without  the  expense  of  a  siege.  They  took 
therefore  faggots  of  brushwood,  and  threw  tibtem  from  the 
mound ;  at  first  into  the  space  between  it  and  the  wall,  and 
when  that  had  soon  been  filled  by  the  many  hands  at  work, 
they  piled  them  up  also  as  far  into  the  town  as  they  could 
re^h  from  the  height ;  and  then  lighted  the  wood  by  throw^ 
ing  on  it  fire  with  sulphur  and  pitch.  By  this  means  such  a 
flame  was  raised  as  no  one  had  ever  yet  seen  produced  by  the 
hand  of  man ;  [though  natural  conflagrations  might  have  ex- 
ceeded it ;]  for  ere  now  the  wood  of  a  mountain  forest  has  been 
known  to  take  fire  of  itself,  and  to  emit  a  flame  in  consequence, 
through  the  mutufd  attrition  <^  the  boughs  by  high  winds. 
This  fire,  however,  was  a  great  one,  and  was  wi^in  very  little 
of  destroying  the  Platseans,  after  they  had  escaped  all  their 

1  Arnold  thinks  tl^t  the  battermg  engine  ended  in  a  point,  to  fc^rce 
its  way  into  the  wall,  rather  than  with  a  thick  solid  end,  merely  to  bat- 
ter it ;  and  so  that  rd  irpoexov  ti/^  IfiSolfj^  answers  exactly  to  rd  rpvnavov 
in  a  parallel  passage  quoted  by  him  from  ^neas  Tactions. 
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Other  dangers ;  ibr  there  was  a  considerable  part  of  the  town 
within  which  it  was  not  possible  to  approach ;  and  if  a  wind 
had  risen  to  blow  upon  it,  as  their  enemy  hoped,  they  would 
not  have  escaped.  As  it  was,  however,  the  following  occurrence 
is  also  said  to  have  &vored  them ;  a  heavy  rain  and  thunder- 
storm came  on,  and  quenched  the  flame ;  and  so  the  danger 
ceased. 

^8.  When  the  Pek^Kmnenans  had  foiled  in  this  attempt  &\so, 
they  left  behind  them  a  certain  port  of  their  force,  [having  dis- 
banded the  rest^]  and  proceeded  to  raise  a  wall  of  circumvalla- 
tion  round  the  town,  dividing  the  whole  extent  among  the 
contingents  of  the  difierent  states.  There  was  a  ditch,  too,  both 
inade  and  outside  of  the  lines,  from  which  they  made  their 
bricks.  All  being  finished  by  about  the  rising  of  Arctnnis/ 
they  left  troops  to  man  half  thie  extent  of  the  wall  (the  other 
half  being  manned  by  the  Boeotians),  and  retired  with  their 
army,  and  dispersed  to  their  different  cities.  Now  the  Platseans 
had  previously  carried  out  of  the  town  to  Athens  their  children, 
and  wives,  and  oldest  men,  and  the  mass  of  the  inhabitants  that 
would  be  of  no  service ;  but  the  men  themselves  who  were  left 
in  the  place  and  stood  the  siege,  amounted  to  four  hundred, 
with  eighty  Athenians,  and  one  hundred  and  ten  women  to 
make  bread  for  them.  Iliis  was  the  total  number  of  them 
when  they  began  to  be  besieged,  and  there  was  no  one  else 
within  the  walls,  either  bond  or  free.  Such  was  the  provision 
made  for  the  siege  of  Plataea. 

79.  The  same  summer,  and  at  the  same  time  as  the  expedi- 
tion was  made  against  the  Platasans,  the  Athenians  marched 
with  two  Uiousand  heavy->irmed  of  their  own,  and  two  hun- 
dred horse,  against  the  Thraceward  Chalcidians,  and  the 
l3otti8eans,  when  the  com  was  ripe,  under  the  command  of 
Xenof^on  son  of  £uripides,  and  two  colleagues.  On  arriving 
under  the  walls  of  Spartolus  in  Bottifea,  tiiey  destroyed  the 
com;  and  expected  that  the  town  would  also  surrender  to 
them,  through  the  intrigues  of  a  party  within.  Hiose,  how- 
ever, who  did  not  wish  this,  having  sent  to  Olynthus,  a  body 
of  heavy-armed  and  other  troops  came  as  a  garrison  for  the 
place ;  and  on  their  making  a  sally  from  it,  the  Athenians  met 
them  in  battle  close  to  the  town.     The  heavy-armed  of  the 

*  i  6.,  its  morning  rising,  nearly  coincident  with  the  autumnal  equi- 
nox; 
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Ohalcidians,  and  some  auxiliaries  with  them,  were  defeated 
by  the  Athenians,  and  retired  into  8part<^ii»;  but  the  CSial- 
ddian  horse  and  light-armed  defeat^  the  horse  and  light- 
armed  of  the  Athenians.  Thej  had  [from  the  first]  some 
few  targeteers  jfrom  the  district  of  Criisis,  as  it  is  called; 
and  when  the  battle  had  just  been  fou^t,  x^ers  joined  them 
from  Ol3rnthus.  When  the  light-armed  from  Spartolus  saw 
these,  beii^  encoun^ed  by  tiie  mocession  to  their  force,  and 
by  the  feet  that  they  were  not  worsted  befi^e,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Ghalcidian  hone  and  the  late  reinforcement  they 
attacked  the  Athenians  again;  who  retired  to  tin^  two  di- 
visions they  had  left  with  the  baggage.  Whenever  the  Athe- 
nians advanced  against  th^n,  t£ey  gave  way ;  but  on  their 
beginning  to  retreat,  they  {oessed  them  dciee,  and  harassed 
them  wiUi  their  darta.  The  cavalry  of  the  Ohalcidians  also 
rode  up  and  charged  them  wherever  they  pleased ;  and  having 
struck  the  greatest  panic  into  them,  routed  and  pursued  than 
to  a  ffreat  distance.  The  Athenians  fled  for  refr^  to  Potidea, 
and  having  subsequently  recovered  their  dead  by  truce,  re- 
turned to  Athens  with  the  remnant  of  the  army;  four  hun- 
dred and  thirty  of  them  having  been  killed,  and  all  the 
generals.  The  Ohalcidians  and  Botti»ans  erected  a  trophy, 
and  after  taking  up  their  dead,  separated  to  their  different 
cities. 

80.  The  same  summer,  not  long  after  these  events,  the 
Ambraciots  and  Ohaonians  wishing  to  subdue  the  whole  of 
Acamania,  and  to  separate  it  from  its  connection  with  Athens, 
persuaded  the  Lacedemonians  to  equip  a  fleet  from  their  con- 
federacy, and  to  send  one  thousitnd  heavy-armed  to  Acar- 
nania ;  saying  that  if  they  were  to  join  them  with  both  a  naviU 
and  land  force,  while  the  Acamanians  on  the  coast  were  un- 
able to  succor  [thdr  countrymen],  after  gaining  possession 
of  Acamania,  they  would  easoly  make  themselves  mast^s  of 
Zac3mthus  and  Oephallenia ;  and  so  the  Athenians  would  no 
longer  find  the  circumnavigation  of  the  Peloponnese  what  it 
had  hitherto  been.  They  suggested  too  that  there  was  a  hope 
of  taking  Naupactus  also.  Bdng  thus  persuaded,  the  Lace- 
dinmonians  dispatched  immediately  Onemus,  who  was  still 
high-admiral,  and  the  heavy-armed  on  board  a  few  vessels; 
while  thev  sent  round  orders  for  the  fleet  to  prepare  as  quickly 
as  possible,  and  sail  to  Leucas.    Now  the  Oorinthians  were 
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most  hearty  in  the  caiuie  of  the  Ambraciots,  who  were  a  colony 
of  theirs;  and  the  squadrons  from  CSorinth  and  Sicyon,  and 
those  parts  were  in  preparaticm ;  while  those  irojfi  Leucas^ 
Anactoriimi,  and  Ambracia  had  arrived  b^ore,  and  were  wait^ 
ing  for  them  at  Leucas.  In  the  mean  time  Cnemus  and  the 
one  thousand  heavy-armed  with  him  had  effected  a  passage 
unobserved  by  Phbrmio,  who  commanded  the  twenty  Ather 
nian  ships  that  kept  guard  off  !N^aupactus ;  and  they  im- 
mediately prepared  for  the  expedition  by  land.  There  were 
with  him,  of  the  Greeks,  tlie  Amtoiciots,  Leucadians,  Anao^ 
iorians,  and  his  own  force  of  one  thousand  Peloponnesians ; 
of  the  barbarians,  one  thousand  Chaonians,  who  were  not 
under  kingly  govemtnent,  but  who  were  led  by  Photys  and 
Nioanor,  of  the  &mily  to  which  the  chieftainship  •  was  con- 
fined, with  a  yearly  exercise  of  that  power.  With  the  Cha- 
onians some  Thesprotians  also  joined  the  expedition,  being  [like 
them]  not  under  kingly  government.  Some  Molossians  and 
Atintanians  were  led  by  Babylinthus,  as  guardian  of  Tharypus, 
their  king,  who  was  yet  a  minor;  and  some  Paravseans  by 
Oroedus  their  king,  (hie  thousand  of  the  Orestians,  of  whom 
Antiochus  was  king,  aocompwiied  the  Paravseans,  Oroedus 
being  intrusted  with  the  command  of  them  by  that  monarch. 
Perdiccas  also,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Athenians,  sent 
one  thousand  Macedonians,  who  arrived  too  late.  With  this 
force  Cnemus  tx)mn^nced  his  march,  without  waiting  the  ar-« 
rival  of  the  ieet  from  Corinth :  and  in  their  passage  through 
the  Argive  country  they  sacked  Limnsea,  an  unfortified  village ; 
and  then  went  against  Stratus,  the  capitsd  city  of  Acarnania, 
thinking  that  if  they  took  that  first,  the  other  towns  would 
readily  surrender  to  them. 

81.  The  Acamanians,  finding  that  a  large  army  had  in- 
vaded th^n  hj  land,  and  that  the  enemy  would  also  be  upon 
them  with  a  fleet  by  sea,  did  not  prepare  to  make  any  united 
resistance,  but  to  defend  their  own  separate  possessions ;  while 
tibey  sent  to  Phormio,  and  desired  him  to  succor  them  ;  who, 
however,  said  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  leave  Nau- 
pactus  unprotected,  while  a  fleet  was  on  the  point  of  sailing 
out  from  Corinth.  So  the  Peloponnesians  and  their  allies, 
having  formed  themselves  into  three  divisions,  were  advancing 
to  the  city  of  Stratus;  that  after  encamping  near  to  it, 
they  might  attempt  the  wall  by  force,  if  they  could  not  prevail 
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on  them  [to  surrender]  by  "words.  As  they  advanced,  the 
Chaonians  and  the  rest  of  the  barbarians  occupied  the  center ; 
the  Leuc^ans  and  Anactorians,  and  those  with  them,  were 
on  their  right ;  and  Cnemus  with  the  Peloponnesians  and  Am- 
braciots  on  their  left ;  but  they  were  at  a  considerable  distance 
from  each  other,  and  sometimes  not  even  within  sight.  The 
Greeks  advanced  in  good  order,  and  keeping  a  look-out,  until 
they  had  encamped  in  a  convenient  position ;  but  the  Chao- 
nians, confident  in  themselves,  and  being  reputed  by  the  in- 
habitants of  those  parts  of  the  ccmtinent  to  be  the  most  war^ 
like  tribe,  did  not  wait  to  take  up  thdr  position,  but  rushu^ 
on  with  the  rest  of  the  barbarians  thought  they  should  take  the 
town  ai  the  first  assault,  and  so  the  achievement  would  be  all 
their  own.  The  Stratians,  informed  of  this  while  they  were 
yet  coming  on,  and  thinking  that  if  they  could  defeat  them 
while  thus  by  themselves,  the  Greeks  would  not  attack  them 
vnth  the  same  eagerness,  laid  an  ambush  near  the  walls ;  and 
when  they  had  come  near,  attacked  them  in  close  combat,  both 
from  the  town  and  from  the  ambuscade.  Being  thrown  into 
consternation,  great  numbers  of  the  Chaonians  were  slain; 
and  when  the  rest  of  the  barbarians  saw  them  giving  way, 
they  no  longer  stood  their  ground,  but  took  to  flight.  Now 
neither  of  the  Greek  divisions*  was  aware  of  the  battle^  as 
their  confederates  had  proceeded  4ar  in  advance,  and  had  been 
supposed  to  be  hurrying  on  to  occupy  their  encampment 
But  when  the  barbarians  broke  in  upon  them  in  their  flight, 
they  rallied  them ;  and  after  uniting  their  separate  divisions, 
remained  there  quiet  during  the  day ;  as  the  Stratians  did  not 
come  to  close  quarters  with  them  because  the  rest  of  the  Acar- 
nanians  had  not  arrived  to  help  them ;  but  annoyed  them  with 
their  slings  from  a  distance,  and  distressed  them,  (for  it  was 
impossible  for  them  to  stir  without  their  armor),  the  Acar- 
nanians  being  considered  to  excel  very  much  in  this  mode  of 
warfare. 

82.  When  night  came  on,  Cnemus  retired  as  quickly  as 
he  could  with  his  army  to  the  river  Anapus,  which  is  eighty 
stades  distant  fix)m  Stratus,  and  the  next  day  recovered  his 
dead  by  truce ;  and  the  (Eniadse  having  joined  him,  on  the 
ground  of  a  friendly  connection,  he  fell  back  upon  that  city 
before  the  reinforcements  of  the  enemy  had  arrived.  Thence  " 
*  Or,  "  camps,"  tho  word  being  frequently  used  in  both  senses. 
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they  departed  to  their  respective  homes ;  while  the  Stratians 
erected  a  trophy  for  the  result  of  their  engagement  with  the 
barbarians.  , 

83.  Now  the  fleet  from  Corinth  and  the  rest  of  the  con- 
federates coming  from  the  Orissan  Bay,  which  ought  to  bave 
joined  Ciiemus,  in  order  to  prevent  the  Acamanians  on  the 
coast  from  succoring  their  countrymen  in  the  interior,  did  not 
do  so ;  but  they  were  compelled,  about  the  same  time  as  the 
battle  was  fought  at  Stratus,  to  come  to  an  engagement  with 
I^onnio  and  the  twenty  Athenian  vessels  that  kept  guard  at 
Naupactus.  For  Phormio  kept  watching  them  as  they  coasted 
along  out  of  the  gul^  wishing  to  attack  them  in  the  open  sea. 
But  the  Corinthians  and  the  allies  were  not  saiUng  to  Acar- 
nania  with  any  intention  to  fight  by  sea,  but  were  equipped 
more  for  land  service.  When,  bowever,  they  saw  them  sailing 
along  opposite  to  them,  as  they  themselves  proceeded  ^ong 
their  own  coast ;  and  on  attempting  to  cross  over  from  Patrae 
in  Achaia  to  the  mainland  opposite,  on  tbeir  way  to  Acamania, 
observed  the  Athenians  saihng  against  them  from  Chalcis  and 
the  river  Evenus ;  (for  they  had  not  escaped  their  observation 
when  they  had  enaeavored  to  bring  to  secretly  during  the 
night;)  under  these  circumstances  they  were  compelled  to 
engage  in  the  mid  passage.  They  bad  separate  conmianders 
for  the  contingents  of  the  different  states  that  jwned  the  arma- 
ment, but  those  of  the  Corinthians  were  Machaon,  loscrates, 
and  Agatharcidas.  And  now  the  Peloponnesians  ranged  their 
ships  in  a  circle,  as  large  as  they  could  without  leaving  any 
opening,  with  their  prows  turned  outward  and  their  stems 
inward ;  and  placed  inside  all  the  small  craft  that  accompanied 
them,  and  their  five  best  sailers,  to  advance  out  quickly 
and  strengthen  any  point  on  which  the  enemy  might  make  his 
attack. 

84.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Athenians,  ranged  in  a  single 
line,  kept  sailing  round  them,  and  reducing  them  into  a  smaller 
compass ;  continually  brushing  past  them,  and  making  demon- 
strations of  an  immediate  onset ;  thougb  they  had  previously 
been  commanded  by  Phormio  not  to  attack  them  till  be  him- 
self gave  the  signal.  For  he  hoped  that  their  order  would 
not  be  maintainSi  like  that  of  a  land-force  on  shore,  but  that 
ilie  ships  would  fall  foul  of  each  other,  and  that  the  other  crafb 
would  cause  confusion  ;  and  if  the  wind  should  blow  from  the 
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gulf,  in  expectation  of  which  he  was  sailing  round  them,  and 
which  usually  rose  toward  morning,  that  they  would  not  re- 
main steady  an  instant  He  thought  too  that  it  rested  with 
him  to  make  the  attack,  whenever  he  pleased,  as  his  ships 
were  better  sailers  [than  those  opposed  to  him];  and  that 
then  would  be  the  best  time  for  making  it.  So  when  the 
wind  came  down  upon  them,  and  their  diips  being  now 
brought  into  a  narrow  compass,  were  thrown  into  confusion 
by  the  operation  of  both  causes — ^the  violence  of  the  wind,  and 
the  small  craft  dashing  against  ^em — ^and  when  ship  was 
falling  foul  of  ship,  and  the  crews  were  pushing  them  off 
with  poles,  and  in  their  shouting,  and  trying  to  keep  clear, 
and  abusing  each  other,  did  not  hear  a  vford  either  of  their 
orders  or  the  boatswaiDs'  directions ;  while,  through  inexperi- 
ence, they  could  not  hfk  their  oars  in  the  swell  of  the  sea,  and 
so  rendered  the  vessels  less  obedient  to  the  helmsmen ;  just 
then,  at  lliat  favorable  moment,  he  gave  the  signal.  And 
the  Athenians  attacked  them,  and  first  of  all  simk  cme  of  the 
admiralnahips,  then  destroyed  all  wherever  they  went,  and  re- 
duced them  to  such  a  condition,  that  owing  to  their  confusion 
none  of  them  thought  of  resistance,  but  they  fled  to  Patr» 
and  Dyme,  in  Achaia.  The  Athenians  having  closely  pur- 
sued them,  and  taken  twelve  ships,  picking  up  most  of  the 
men  from  them,  and  putting  them  on  board  their  own  ves- 
sels, sailed  off  to  Molycrium;  and  after  erecting  a  trophy 
at  Ehium,  and  dedicating  a  ship  to  Neptune,  they  returned  to 
Naupactus.  The  Peloponnesians  also  immediately  coasted 
slong  with  their  remaining  ships  from  Dyme  and  Patrse  to 
Cyllene,  the  arsenal  of  the  Eleans ;  and  Cnemus  and  the  ships 
that  were  at  Leucas,  which  were  to  have  formed  a  junction 
with  these,  came  thence,  after  the  battle  at  Stratus,  to  the  same 
port 

85.  Then  the  Lacedaemonians  sent  to  the  fleet,  as  counsel- 
ors to  Cnemus,  Timocrates,  Brasidas,  and  Lycophron;  com- 
manding him  to  make  preparations  for  a  second  engagement 
more  successful  than  the  former,  and  not  to  be  driven  off  the 
sea  by  a  few  ships.  For  the  result  appeared  very  different  from 
what  they  might  have  expected ;  (particularly  as  it  was  the 
first  sea-fight  they  had  attempted ;)  and  they  thought  that  it 
was  not  so  much  their  fleet  that  was  inferior,  but  that  there 
had  been  some  cowardice  [on  the  part  of  the  admiral] ;  for 
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they  did  not  weigh  the  long  experience  of  the  Athenians  against 
their  own  short  practice  of  naval  matters.  They  dispatched 
them  therefore  in  anger ;  and  on  their  arrival  they  sent  round, 
in  conjunction  with  Cnemus,  orders  for  ships  to  be  furnished  by 
the  different  states,  while  they  refitted  those  they  akeady  had, 
with  a  view  to  an  engagement  Phormio  too,  on  me  other  hand, 
sent  messengers  to  Athens  to  acquaint  them  with  their  prepara- 
tions, and  to  tell  them  of  the  victory  they  had  [themselves]  gained ; 
at  the  same  time  desiring  them  to  send  him  qui^ly  the  largest 
possible  number  of  ships,  for  he  was  in  daily  expectation  of  an 
immediate  engagement.  They  dispatched  to  him  twenty ;  but 
gave  additional  orders  to  the  commander  of  them  to  go  first  to 
Grete.  For  Nicias,  a  Cretan  of  Gortys,  who  was  their  proxenus^ 
persuaded  ihem  to  sail  a^nst  Cydonia,  telling  them  that  he 
would  reduce  it  under  thenr  power ;  for  it  was  at  present  hostile 
to  them.  His  object,  however,  in  6alling  them  in  was^  that  he 
might  oblige  the  Polichnitse,  who  bordered  on  the  Cydonians. 
The  commander  therefore  of  the  squadron  went  with  it  to 
Crete,  and  in  conjunction  with  the  PolichnitsB  laid  waste  the 
territory  of  the  Cydonians ;  and  wasted  no  little  time  in  the 
country,  owing  to  adverse  winds  and  the  impossibility  of  put- 
ting to  sea. 

86.  During  the  time  that  the  Athenians  were  thus  detained 
on  the  coast  of  Crete,  the  Peloponnesians  at  Cyllene,  having 
made  their  preparations  for  an  engagement,  coasted  along  to 
Panormus  in  Achaea,  where  the  landrfOTce  of  the  Peloponnesi- 
ans had  come  to  support  them.  Phormio,  too,  coasted  along  to 
the  Rhium  near  Molycrium,  and  dropped  anchor  outside  of  it, 
with  twenty  ships,  the  same  as  he  had  before  fought  with. 
This  Rhium  was  friendly  to  the  Athenians ;  the  other,  namely, 
that  in  the  Peloponnese,  is  opposite  to  it;  the  distance  between 
the  two  being  about  seven  stades  of  sea,  which  forms  the 
mouth  of  the  Crisaen  Gulf.  At  the  Rhium  in  Achaea,  then, 
being  not  far  from  Panormus,  where  their  land-force  was,  the 
Peloponnesians  also  came  to  anchor  with  seventy-seven  ships, 
when  they  saw  that  the  Athenians  had  done  the  same.  And 
for  six  or  seven  days  they  lay  opposite  each  other,  practicing 
and  preparing  for  the  battle ;  the  Peloponnesians  intending 
not  to  sail  beyond  the  Rhia  into  the  open  sea,  for  they  were 
afraid  of  a  disaster  like  the  former ;  the  Athenians,  not  to  sail 
into  the  straits,  for  they  thought  that  fighting  in  a  confined 
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space  was  in  favor  of  the  enemy.  Afterward  Cnemus,  and 
Brasidas,  and  the  other  Peloponnesian  commanders,  wishing  to 
bring  on  the  engagement  as  quickly  as  they  could,  before  any 
reinforcement  came  from  Athens,  assembled  the  men  first ;  and 
seeing  the  greater  part  of  them,  frightened  in  consequence  of 
their  former  defeat,  and  not  eager  for  the  battle,  they  cheered 
them  by  speaking  as  follows : 

87.  "  The  late  sea-fight,  Peloponnesians,  if  owing  to  it  any 
one  be  a&aid  of  this  before  us,  affords  no  just  grounds^  for  his 
alarm.  For  it  was  deficient,  as  you  know,  in  preparation; 
and  we  were  sailing  not  so  much  for  a  naval  engagement  as  for 
a  land  expedition.  It  happened  too  that  not  a  few  of  the 
chances  of  war  were  against  us ;  while  partly,  perhaps,  our  in- 
experience caused  our  failure,  as  it  was  our  first  battle  by  sea. 
It  was  not  then  through  our  cowardice  that  we  experienced  the 
defeat;  nor  is  it  right  that  our  spirits,  which  were  not 
crushed  by  force,  but  still  retain  a  measure  of  defiance'  to  the 
enemy,  should  lose  their  edge  from  the  result  of  that  mishap. 
We  ahould  rather  think  that  men  may  indeed  be  overthrown 
by  mere  chances,  but  that  in  spirit  the  same  men  ought  al- 
ways to  be  brave ;  and  that  while  their  courage  remains,  they 
can  not  reasonably  on  any  occasion  act  like  cowards  under  the 
cloak  of  inexpenence.  In  your  case,  however,  you  are  not 
so  far  inferior  to  the  enemy,  even  through  your  inexperience, 
as  you  are  superior  to  him  in  daring.  As  for  their  skill,  of 
which  you  are  most  afraid,  if  indeed  it  be  joined  with  courage, 
it  will  also  be  accompanied  with  presence  of  mind  in  danger 
to  execute  what  it  has  learned ;  but  without  gallantry  no  art 
whatever  is  of  any  avail  in  the  face  of  perils.  For  fear  ban- 
ishes presence  of  mind ;  and  art  without  bravery  is  good  for 
nothing.  Against  their  greater  experience  then  put  your  own 
greater  daring ;  against  your  fear  in  consequence  of  your  de- 
feat put  the  fact  of  your  having  then  been  unprepared ;  and 

1  Literally,  "no  ground  for  drawing  this  conclusion,  so  as  to  alarm 
him ;"  the  infinitive  rd  iK^p^aai  being  explanatory  of  reKfiapatv. 

«  ^kvTikoyiav  is  opposed  to  tho  "acknowledgment  of  our  own  defeat," 
and  signifies  literally  "making  answer;   maintaining  the  quarrel"— 
Arnold,    Compare  the  use  of  our  word  "  controversy,"  by  which  it  may 
generally  be  rendered,  in  Shakespeare's  JuUus  Caesar. 
"  The  torrent  roar*d,  and  we  did  buffet  it 
With  lusty  sinews ;  throwing  it  aside, 
And  stemming  it  with  hearts  of  controversy?* 
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there  is  in  your  favor  a  clear  balance  of  superior  numbers, 
and  of  engaging  oflf  your  own  coast  in  the  presence  of  your 
heavy-armed;  and  victory,  generally  speaking,  declares  for 
those  who  are  the  more  numerous  and  better  appointed.  On 
no  one  single  ground  then  do  we  find  it  probable  that  we 
should  be  defeated.  As  for  the  blunders  we  committed  before, 
the  very  fact  of  their  having  been  conmiitted  will  now  teach 
us  a  lesson.  With  good  courage,  therefore,  both  steersmen 
and  sailors,  do  every  man  your  own  duty,  without  leaving  the 
post  assigned  to  each.  And  we  will  prepare  for  the  engage^ 
ment  not  worse  than  your  former  commanders;  and  will 
give  no  one  any  excuse  for  being  a  coward :  but  if  any  one 
should  wish  to  be  one,  he  shall  be  visited  with  the  punish- 
ment he  deserves ;  while  the  brave  shall  be  honored  with  the 
rewards  befitting  their  bravery." 

88.  Such  was  the  exhortation  given  to  the  Peloponnesians 
by  their  conmianders.  Phormio,  on  the  other  hand,  being 
also  alarmed  at  the  apprehensions  of  his  men,  and  perceiving 
that  they  formed  in  groups  among  themselves,  and  showed 
their  fears  of  the  superior  nionbers  of  the  ships  opposed  to 
them,  wished  to  assemble  and  cheer  them,  and  offer  them 
some  advice  at  the  present  juncture.  For  before  this  he 
always  used  to  tell  them,  and  prepare  their  minds  for  the  con- 
viction, that  there  was  no  number  of  ships  whatever  so  great 
that  they  ought  not  to  face  it,  if  it  sailed  against  them ;  and 
his  men  had  for-  a  long  time  entertained  this  resolution,  that 
from  no  multitude  of  Peloponnesian  ships  whatever  would 
they,  Athenians  as  they  were,  retire.  Seeing  them,  however, 
at  that  time  out  of  spuits,  he  wished  to  remind  them  of  their 
former  confidence,  and  therefore  called  them  together,  and 
addressed  them  as  follows : 

89.  "Seeing  you,  my  men,  alarmed  at  the  numbers  of 
your  opponents,  I  have  called  you  together ;  and  I  do  not  wish 
you  to  be  in  dread  of  what  is  not  really  to  be  feared.  For 
these  men,  in  the  first  place,  because  they  have  been  pre- 
viou^y  conquered  by  us,  and.  do  not  even  themselves  think 
that  they  are  a  match  for  us,  have  equipped  this  great  num- 
ber of  ships,  and  not  such  as  would  be  merely  equal  to  oursv 
Then,  for  the  feet  on  which  they  chiefly  rely  in  coming  against 
us — ^that  it  is  their  natural  character  to  be  courageous — they 
feel  this  confidence  for  no  other  reason  than  because  they  are 
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generally  suocessfiil  owing  to  their  experience  in  land-service  v 
and  they  think*  it  "will  do  the  same  for  them  at  sea.  But 
this,  in  all  reason,  will  rather  be  our  advantage  now,  as  it  is 
theirs  in  that  case :  hr  in  valor  they  are  not  at  all  superior 
to  us;  but  from  our  being  respectively  more  experienced  in 
one  particular  service,  we  are  abo  more  confident  rei^>ectiBg 
it.  Moreover,  the  Lacedaemonians  lead  their  allies  from  re- 
gard to  their  own  glory,  and  bring  the  greater  part  of  them 
into  dsmgers  against  their  will ;  eke  [without  such  compul- 
sion], they  would  have  never  dared  to  fight  again  by  sea,  after 
bdng  so  decidedly  beaten.  Do  not  then  be  afraid  of  their 
boldness.  It  is  j/ou  that  cause  them  .a  much  greater  and  bet 
ter-founded  alarm,  both  on  the  ground  of  your  having  previ- 
ously conquered  them,  and  because  they  tnink  we  should  not 
have  faced  them  if  we  did  not  mean  to  do  something  worthy 
our  decisive  victory.  For  when  equal  to  their  opponents,  men 
generally  come  against  them,  as  these  do,  trusting  to  their 
power  rather  than  to  their  spirit;  but  those  who  dare  to  meet 
them  with  fer  inferior  resources,  and  yet  without  being  com- 
pelled, do  so  because  they  have  the  strong  assurance  of  their 
own  resolution.  From  this  consideration  these  men  fear  us 
more  for  the  inequality  of  our  preparadons,  than  they  would 
have  done  for  more  proportionate  ones.  Many  armies,  too, 
have  ere  now  been  overthrown  by  an  inferior  force  through 
want  of  skill,  and  others  through  want  of  daring;  vrith 
neither  of  which  have  we  now  any  thing  to  do.  As  for  the 
battle,  I  will  not,  if  I  can  help,  fight  it  in  the  strait ;  nOr  will 
I  sail  in  there  at  all ;  being  aware  that  for  a  few  skillfully 
managed  and  fast-sailing  vessds,  against  a  large  number  un- 
skillfidly  managed,  want  of  sea-room  is  a  dissuivantage.  For 
one  could  neither  sail  up  as  he  ought  to  the  <5harge,  without 
having  a  view  of  the  enemy  from  a  distance  ;  nor  retire  at  the 
proper  time^  if  hard-pressed ;  and  there  is  no  breaking  through 
the.Une,  nor  returning  to  a  second  charge — which  are  me 
maneuvres  of  the  better-sailing  vessels---but  the  sea-fight 
must  in  that  case  become  a  land-fight ;  and  then  the  greater 
number  of  ships  gain  the  superiority.  On  these  points  then 
I  will  exercise  as  nmch  forethought  as  possible  ;  and  do  you, 
remaining  in  good  order  in  your  ships,  be  quick  in  receiving 

I  For  an  explanation  of  the  confused  construction  in  this  passage,  sec 
Arnohi*s  nota 
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the  word  oi  command ;  especially  as  our  post  of  observation 
is  at  so  short  a  distance;  and  during  the  action  attach  the 
greatest  importance  to  order  and  silence,  which  is  of  service 
K>r  operations  of  war  in  general,  and  for  a  naval  engagement 
more  particularly ;  and  repel  these  your  enemies  in  a  manner 
worthy  of  your  former  achiev^nents.  Great  indeed  is  the 
Btrug^e  in  which  you  are  engaged,  either  to  destroy  the  hc^ 
of  il^  Pdoponnesians  as  reguds  their  navy,  or  to  bring 
nearer  home  to  the  Athenians  apprehensions  for  the  conmiand 
of  the  sea.  Again  I  remind  you  that  you  have  already  con- 
quered the  greater  part  of  them ;  and  the  spirits  of  d^eated 
men  will  not  be  what  they  were,  in  the  face  of  the  same 
dangers**' 

90.  Such  was  the  ezhortati<m  that  Phormio,  on  his  side, 
addressed  to  his  men.  Now  when  the  Athenians  did  not  sail 
into  the  narrow  part  of  the  gulf  to  meet  them,  the  Pelopon* 
nesians,  wishing  to  lead  them  on  even  against  their  will, 
w^ghed  in  the  morning,  and  having  formed  their  ships  in  a 
column  four  abreast,  sailed  to  their  own  land  toward  the  in- 
ner part  of  the  gnl^  with  the  right  wing  taking  the  lead, 
in  which  position  also  they  lay  at  anchor.  In  this  wing  they 
had  plaoed  their  twenty  best  sailers;  that  if  Phormio,  sup- 
posing them  to  be  sailing  against  Naupaotus,  should  himself 
idso  coast  along  in  that  direction  to  relieve  the  place,  the 
Athenians  might  not,  by  getting  outside  their  wing,  escape 
th^r  advance  against  them,  but  that  these  ships  might  shut 
them  in.  As  they  expected,  he  was  alarmed  for  the  place  in 
its  unprotected  state;  and  when  he  saw  them  under  weigh, 
f^nst  his  will,  and  in  great  haste  too,  he  embarked  his  crews 
and  sailed  along  shore ;  while  the  land-forces  of  the  Messe* 
nians  at  the  same  time  came  to  support  him.  When  the  Pe- 
h^nnesians  saw  them  coasting  abng  in  a  sin^e  file,  and 
already  within  the  gulf  and  near  the  shore  (which  was  iust 
what  they  wished),  at  one  dgnal  they  suddenly  brought  their 
ships  roimd  and  sailed  in  a  line,  as  ^asi  as  each  could,  against 
^e  Athenians,  hoping  to  cut  off  all  their  ships.  Eleven  ci 
them,  however,  which  were  taking  the  lead,  escaped  the  wing 
of  the  Peloponnesians  and  their  sudden  turn  into  the  open 
gulf;  but  the  rest  ihey  surprised,  and  drove  them  on  shore, 
in  their  attempt  to  escape,  and  destroyed  them,  killing  such 
of  the  crews  as  had  not  swum  out  of  thenu    Some  of  the  ships 
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ihej  laflhed  to  their  own  and  began  to  tow  off  empty,  and  one 
they  took  men  and  all ;  while  in  the  case  of  some  others,  the 
Messenians,  coming  to  their  succor,  and  dashing  into  the  sea 
with  their  armor,  and  boarding  them,  fought  from  the  decks, 
and  rescued  them  when  they  were  already  being  towed  off. 

91.  To  this  extent  then  the  Peloponnesians  had  the  advan- 
tage, and  destroyed  the  Athenian  ships;  while  their  twenty 
vessels  in  the  right  wing  were  in  pursuit  of  those  eleven  of 
the  enemy  that  had  just  escaped  their  turn  into  the  open  gulf. 
They,  with  the  exception  of  one  ship,  got  the  start  of  them 
and  fied  for  refuge  to  Naupactus;  and  ^ing  about,  oppo»te 
the  temple  of  Apollo,  prepared  to  defend  themselves,  m  case 
they  should  sail  to  shore  against  them.  Presently  they  came 
up,  and  were  singing  the  psean  as  they  sailed,  considering  that 
they  had  gained  the  victory;  and  i^Q  one  Athenian  vessel 
that  had  been  left  behind  was  chased  by  a  single  Leucadian 
far  in  advance  of  the  rest  Now  there  happened  to  be  a  mer- 
chant-vessel moored  out  at  sea,  which  the  Athenian  ship  had 
time  to  sail  round,  and  struck  the  Leucadian  in  pursuit  of  her 
amid-ship,  and  sunk  her.  The  Peloponnesians  therefore  were 
panic-«tricken  by  this  sudden  and  unlooked  for  achievement ; 
and  moreover,  as  they  were  pursuing  in  disorder,  on  account 
of  the  advant^^  they  had  gamed,  some  of  the  ships  dropped 
their  oars,  and  stopped  in  their  course,  from  a  wish  to  wait  for 
the  rest— -doing  what  was  unadvisable,  considering  that  they 
were  observing  each  other  at  so  short  a  distance — ^while  others 
even  ran  on  the  shoals,  through  their  ignorance  of  the  localities. 

92.  The  Athenians,  on  seeing  this,  took  courage,  and  at 
one  word  shouted  for  battle,  and  rushed  upon  them.  In  con- 
sequence of  their  previous  blunders  and  their  present  con- 
frision,  they  withstood  them  but  a  short  time,  and  then  fled 
to  Panormus,  whence  they  had  put  out  The  Athenians  pur- 
sued them  closely,  and  took  six  of  the  ships  nearest  to  them, 
and  recovered  their  own,  which  the  enemy  had  disabled  .near 
the  shore  and  at  the  beginning  of  the  engagement,  and  had 
taken  in  tow.  Of  the  men,  they  put  some  to  death,  and  made 
others  prisoners.  Now  on  board  the  Leucadian  ship,  which 
went  down  off  the  merchant-vessel,  was  Timocrates  me  Lace- 
daemonian ;  who,  when  the  ship  was  destroyed,  killed  himself, 
and  &lling  overboard  was  floated  into  the  harbor  of  Naupac- 
tus.   On  their  return,  the  Athenians  erected  a  trophy  at  the 
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spot  from  whieli  they  put  out  before  gaming  the  victory ;  and 
all  the  dead  and  the  wrecks  that  were  near  their  coast  they 
took  up,  and  gave  back  to  the  enemy  theirs  under  truce.  The 
Peloponnesians  also  erected  a  trophy,  as  victors,  for  the  defeat 
of  the  ships  they  had  disabled  near  the  shore ;  and  the  ship 
they  had  taken  they  dedicated  at  Rhium,  in  Achaa,  by  the 
side  of  the  trophy.  Afiterward,  being  afraid  of  the  reinforce* 
ment  from  Athens,  all  but  the  Leucadians  sailed  at  the  ap- 
proach of  night  into  the  OrissBan  Bay  and  the  port  of  Cor- 
inth. Not  long  after  their  retreat,  the  Athenians  from  Crete 
arrived  at  Naupactus,  with  the  twenty  ships  that  were  to  have 
joined  Phcnmio  before  the  engagement  And  thus  ended  the 
summer. 

93.  Before,  however,  the  fleet  dispersed  which  had  retired 
to  Corinth  and  the  CnssBan  Bay,  Cnemus,  Brasidas,  and  the 
rest  of  the  Peloponnesian  commanders  wished,  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  Megareans,  to  make  an  attempt  upon  Piraeus,  the 
port  of  Athens;  whicb,  as  was  natural  from  their  decided 
superiority  at  sea,  was  left  unguarded  and  open.  It  was  de- 
termined, therefore,  that  each  man  should  take  his  oar,  and 
cushion,  and  tropoter,^  and  go  by  land  from  Corinth  to  the  sea 
on  the  side  of  Athens ;  and  that  aft;er  proceeding  as  miickly 
as  possible  to  Megara,  they  should  launch  from  its  port,  l^isaea, 
forty  vessels  that  happened  to  be  there,  and  sail  straightway 
to  Pirseus.  For  there  was  neither  any  fleet  keeping  guard 
before  it,  nor  any  thought  of  the  enemy  ever  sailing  against  it 
in  so  sudden  a  manner;  and  as  for  their  venturing  to  do  it 
openly  and  deliberately,  Aey  supposed  that  either  l£ey  would 
not  think  of  it,  or  themselves  would  not  £Eiil  to  be  aware  be- 
forehand, if  they  should.  Having  adopted  this  resolution, 
they  proceeded  immediately  [to  execute  it] ;  and  when  thej 
had  arrived  by  night,  and  launched  the  vessels  from  NissBa, 
they  sailed,  not  against  Athens  as  they  had  intended,  for  they 
were  afraid  of  the  risk  (some  wind  or  other  was  also  said  to 
have  prevented  them'),  but  to  the  headland  of  Salanus  looking 
towanl  Megara ;  where  there  was  a  fort^  and  a  guard  of  three 

1  Supposed  to  have  been  a  thong,  or  rope,  wound  round  the  loom  of 
a  portlook  oar,  and  serving  the  triple  purpose  of  a  counterpoise,  a  nut, 
and  a  loop.     See  Arnold,  vol.  i  Appendix  3. 

2  Tic  13  here  used,  I  think,  with  that  signification  o^  contempt  which  it 
Bometimes  conveys ;  to  mark  the  writer's  utter  disbelief  of  the  report 
aUudedta 
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ships  to  prevent  any  thing  from  being  taken  in  or  out  of 
Megara.  So  they  assulted  the  fc^  and  towed  off  the  triremes 
empty ;  and  making  a  sudden  attack  on  the  rest  of  Salamis, 
they  laid  it  waste. 

94.  Now  fire-fflgnals  of  aii  enemy's  approach  were  raised 
toward  Athens,  and  a  consternation  was  caused  by  them  not 
exceeded  by  any  during  the  whole  war.  For  those  in  the  city 
imagined  that  the  enemy  had  already  sailed  into  Piraeus ;  while 
those  in  Piraeus  thought  that  Salamis  had  been  taken,  and 
that  they  were  all  but  sailing  into  their  harbors :  which  in- 
deed, if  they  would  but  have  not  been  afraid  of  it,  might 
easily  have  been  done ;  and  it  was  not  a  wind  that  would  have 
prevented  it.  But  at  day-break  the  Athenians  went  all  in  a 
body  to  Piraeus  to  resist  the  enemy ;  and  launched  their  «hips, 
and  going  on  board  with  haste  and  much  uproar,  sailed  with 
the  fleet  to  Salamis,  while  with  their  land-forces  they  mounted 
guard  at  Piraeus.  When  the  Peloponnesians  saw  them  com- 
ing to  the  rescue,  after  overrunning  the  greater  part  of 
Salamis,  and  taking  both  men  and  booty,  and  the  three  ships 
from  the  port  of  Budonmi,  they  sailed  for  Nisaea  as  quickly  as 
they  could ;  for  their  vessels  too  caused  them  some  alarm,  as 
they  had  been  launched  after  lying  idle  a  long  time,  and  were 
not  at  all  waterthight.  On  their  arrival  at  Megara  they  ro- 
tumed  again  to  Corinth  by  land.  When  the  Athenians 
found  them  no  longer  on  the  coast  of  Salamis,  they- also  sailed 
back ;  and  after  this  alarm  they  paid  more  attention  in  ftiture 
to  the  safety  of  Piraeus,  botli  by  closing  the  harbors,  and  by  all 
other  precautions. 

95.  About  the  same  period,  in  the  beginning  of  this  winter, 
Sitaloes  son  of  Teres,  the  king  of  the  Odrysian  Thracians, 
made  an  expedition  against  Perdiccas,  son  of  Alexander,  king 
of  Macedonia,  and  the  Thraceward  Chalcidians ;  of  two  prom- 
ises wishing  to  enforce  the  one,  and  himself  to  perform  the 
other.  For  Perdiccas  had  made  hini  certain  promises  if  he 
would  effect  a  reconciliation  between  him  and  the  Ath^ans, 
when  he  was  hard  pressed  by  the  war  at  its  commencement,  and 
if  he  would  not  restore  his  brother  Philip,  who  was  at  enmity 
with  him,  to  place  him  on  the  throne ;  but  he  was  not  disposed 
to  perform  what  he  had  promised.  On  the  other  hand,  Sitalces 
had  pledged  himself  to  the  Athenians,  when  he  entered  into 
alliance  with  them,  to  bring  the  Chalcidian  war  in  Thrace  to 
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a  successful  issue.  It  was  with  both  these  objects  then  that 
he  made  the  invasion  ;  in  which  he  took  with  him  Philip's  son 
Amyntas,  to  set  him  on  the  throne  of  Macedonia,  and  some 
envoys  from  Athens,  who  happened  to  be  at  his  couit  on  this 
business,  and  Ha^on  as  commander ;  for  the  Athenians  also 
were  to  join  him  against  ^e  Chalcklians  with  a  fleet,  and  as 
large  ^p  army  as  they  could  raise. 

96.  Setting  put  then  fixan  the  Odrysians,  he  summoned  to 
his  standard,  flrst  the  Thracians  within  Mount  Hsemus  and 
Khodope,  as  many  as  were  subject  to  him,  as  far  as  the  coast 
of  the  Euxine  and  the  Hellespont;  next  the  Getae  beyond 
Hsemus,  and  all  the  other  hordes  that  were  settled  south  of  the 
Danube,*  more  toward  the  sea-board  of  the  Euxine ;  the  Geim 
and  the  taribes  in  this  part  being  both  borderers  on  the  Scy- 
thians, and  equipped  in  the  same  manner,  fer  they  are  all 
mounted  bowmen.  He  slao  invited  many  of  the  Highland 
Thracians,  who  are  independent^  and  armed  with  swords; 
they  are  called  the  Dii,  and  are  mostly  inhabitants  [of  the 
valleys]  of  H%mus  :  some  of  these  he  engaged  as  mercenaries, 
while  others  followed  him  as  volunteers.  Moreover,  he  sum- 
moned the  Agrianians  and  Lseseans  and  all  the  other  Pseonian 
tribes  that  acknowledged  his  sway.  And  these  were  the  last 
people  in  his  dominion,  for  at  the  Graaeans  and  Lseseans,  both 
of  them  Pseonian  tribes,  and  at  the  river  Strymon,  which 
flows  from  Mount  Scomius  through  their  country,  his  empire 
terminated  on  the  side  of  the  Pseonians,  who  from  this  point 
were  independent.  On  the  side  of  the  Triballi,  who  were 
also  independent  the  border  tribes  were  the  Treres  and 
Tilataeans,  who  live  to  the  north  of  Mount  Scombrus,  and 
stretch  toward  the  west  as  far  as  the  river  Oscius.  This  river 
flows  from  the  same  mountain  as  the  Nestus  and  the  Heb^us, 
and  uninhabited  and  extensive  range,  joining  on  to  Rhodope. 

9*7.  The  extent  then  of  the  Odrysian  dominion,  taking  the 
line  of  its  sea-coast,  was  from  the  city  of  Abdera  to  the 
Euxine,  up  to  the  mouth  of  the  Danube.  This  tract  is  by  the 
shortest  way  a  voyage  of  four  days  and  nights  for  a  merchant- 
vessel,  supposing  the  wind  to  be  always  steady  astern.  By 
land,  taking  the  shortest  way  from  Abdera  to  the  [mouth  of] 
the  Danube,  a  quick  traveler  performs  the  journey  in  eleven 
days.     Such  was  the  extent  of  its  sea-board.     As  for  the  in- 

1  Literally,  "  within  the  Dauube." 
7* 
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tenor,  from  Byzantium  to  the  Lseseans  and  the  Strjrmon  (for 
at  this  point  it  reached  its  greatest  extent  up  the  country 
from  the  sea),  for  a  quick  traveler  it  was  a  journey  of  thir- 
teen days.  The  trihute  raised  from  all  the  harbarian  do- 
minions and  the  Grecian  cities,  taking  the  sum  which  they 
paid  under  Seuthes,  who  was  successor  of  Sitalces,  and  raised 
it  to  its  greatest  amount,  was  about  400  talents  in  g<4d  and 
silver.  Presents  were  also  made  to  no  less  an  amount  in  gold 
and  silver ;  and  besides  these  there  was  all  the  clothing,  both 
figured  and  plain,  and  other  articles  for  use ;  and  that  not  only 
for  himself,  but  for  those  of  the  Odrysians  also  who  were  his 
lords  and  nobles.  For  they  established  their  custom  the  very 
reverse  of  that  in  the  Persian  kingdom  (though  it  prevails 
among  the  rest  of  the  Thracians  also),  namely,  to  receive 
rather  than  to  give ;  and  it  was  considered  more  disgraceful 
not  to  give  when  asked,  than  not  to  succeed  by  asking.  But 
[though  the  other  Thracians  practiced  the  same  thing],  still 
the  (Mrysiaba,  owing  to  thdr  greater  power,  practical  it  to 
a  greater  extent ;  for  it  was  impossible  to  get  any  thing  done 
without  making  presents.  The  kingdom  then  had  reached  a 
high  pitch  of  power.  For  of  all  those  in  Europe  between 
the  Ionian  Gulf  and  the  Euxine  Sea,  it  was  the  greatest  in 
amount  of  revenue  and  general  prosperity ;  while  in  military 
power  and  number  of  troops  it  was  decidedly  next  to  that  of 
the  Scythians.  But  with  this  not  only  is  it  impossible  for 
those  in  Europe  to  vie,  but  even  in  Asia,  putting  one  nation 
against  another,  there  is  none  that  can  stand  up  against  the 
Thracians,  if  they  are  all  unauimous.  Not,  however,  that 
they  are  on  a  level  with  other  men  in  general  good  manage- 
ment and  understanding  in  the  things  of  common  life. 

98.  Sitalces,  then,  being  king  over  all  this  extent  of  coun- 
try, prepared  his  army  to  take  the  field.  And  when  all  was 
xes^j  for  him,  he  set  out  and  marched  against  Macedonia ;  at 
first  through  his  own  dominions,  then  over  Cercine,  a  desert 
mountain,  whidi  forms  the  boundary  between  the '  Sintians 
and  Pseonians,  crossing  it  by  a  road  which  he  had  himself 
before  made,  by  felling  the  timber,  when  he  turned  his  arms 
against  the  Pseonians.  In  crossing  this  mountain  from  the 
Odrysians,  they  had  the  Paeonians  on  their  right,  and  on  their 
left  the  Sintians  and  Maedians;  and  after  crossing  it  they 
arrived  at  Doberus  in  Paeonia.     While  he  was  on  the  march, 
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there  was  no  diminution  of  his  anny  (except  hy  disease), 
but  accessions  to  it ;  for  many  of  the  independent  Thracians, 
though  uninvited,  followed  him  for  plunder ;  so  that  the  whole 
number  is  said  to  have  been  not  less  than  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand,  of  which  the  greater  part  was  infantry,  bu^ 
about  a  third  cavahry.  Of  the  cavalry  the  Odrysians  them- 
selves ^imished  the  largest  portion;  next  to  them,  the  Getae. 
Of  the  infEtntry,  the  most  warlike  were  those  armed  with 
swords,  the  independent^tribe  that  came  down  from  Rhodope ; 
the  rest  of  the'' mixed  multitude  that  followed  him  was  fiir 
more  formidable  for  its  numbers  than  any  thing  else. 

99.  They  mustered,  then,  at  Doberus,  and  made  their  prep- 
arations for  burstii^  from  the  highland  down  upon  the  lower 
Macedonia,  which  &rmed  the  dominion  of  Peniiccas.  For 
under  the  name  of  Macedonians  are  included  also  the  Lyn- 
cestae  and  Elemiotse,  and  other  highland  tribes,  which  are  in 
alliance  with  the  lowlanders  and  subject  to  them,  but  have 
separate  kingdoms  of \their,own.  But  the  Macedonia  along 
the  coast,  now  properly  so  called,  was  first  acquired  and  gov- 
erned by  Alexander,  the  father  of  Perdiccas,  and  his  ances- 
tors, who  were  originally  of  the  family  of  Temenus  of  Argos. 
These  expelled  by  force  of  arms  the  Herians  from  Pieria,  who 
afterward  lived  under  Mount  Pangsus,  beyond  the  Strymcm, 
in  Phagres  and  some  other  places  (and  even  now  the  country 
under  PangsBus  down  to  the  sea  continues  to  be  called  the 
Pierian  Gulf).  They  also  drove  out  of  the  country  called 
Bottia,  the  Bottiaeans,  who  now  five  on  the  confines  of  the 
Chalcidians;  while  in  Paeonia  they  acquired  a  narrow  strip  of 
territory  al<wig  the  river  Axius,  stretching  down  to  Pella  and 
the  sea-coast ;  and  beyond  the  Axius,  as  far  as  the  Strymon, 
they  occupy,  what  is  called  Mygdonia,  having  expelled  the 
Edoni^m  from  it  Again,  they  <&ove  out  the  Eordians  from 
wha6isi.now  called  Eordia  (of  whom  the  greater  part  perished, 
thoi%h^  i^mall  division  of  them  is  settled  about  Physca),  as 
also  the  AJinopians  from  AJmopia.  Those  Macedomans, 
moreover,  subdued  [the  places  belonging  to]  the  other  tribes, 
which  they  still  continue  to  hold,  such  as  Anthemus,  Cresto- 
nia,  Bisaltia,  and  much  of  the  countiy  that  belonged  to  the 
original  Macedcmians.  The  whole  of  it  is  called  Macedonia, 
ali|^  Perdiccas,  son  of  Alexander,  was  king  of  the  country 
wheA^Sitalces  invaded  it 
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100.  These  Macedonians,  then,  on  the  approach  of  so  large 
an  enemy,  not  being  able  to  offer  any  resistance,  betook  them- 
selves to  their  strongholds  and  fortifications,  such  as  they 
had  in  the  country.  These,  however,  were  not  numerous; 
but  it  was  at  a  later  period  that  Archelaus  son  of  Perdic-. 
cas,  when  he  came  to  the  throne,  built. those  which  are  now 
in  the  country,  and  out  straight  roads,  and  made  other  ar- 
rangements, both  for  its  having  horses  and  arms  for  war,  and 
resources  of  all  other  kinds,  better  than  had  been  provided  by 
all  the  r^t  of  the  kings,  eight  in  number,  who  bad  preceded 
him.  Now  the  army  of  the  Thracians,  advancing  from  Do- 
beras,  overran  first  of  all  what  had  once  be^i  the  government 
of  Philip ;  and  took  Idomene  by  storm,  and  Gortynia,  Ata* 
lanta,  imd  some  other  places  by  capitulation,  as  ikej  came 
over  to  him  from  their  friendship  for  Amyntas,  Philip's  son, 
who  was  with  him.  To  Europus  they  laid  siege,  but  could 
not  reduce  it.  Afterward  he  advanced  into  the  rest  of  Mace^ 
donia,  on  the  left  of  Pella  and  Cyrrhus.  Beyond  these  they 
did  not  march,  namely,  into  Bottisea  and  Pima,  but  staid  to 
lay  waste  Mygdonia,  Grestonia,  and  Anthemus.  The  Mace* 
donians,  meanwhile,  had  not  even  a  thought  of  resisting  them 
with  their  infentiy;  but  having  sent  for  an  additional  supply 
of  horse  from  their  allies  in  the  interior,  attacked  the  Thracian 
host,  few  as  they  were  against  so  many,  wherever  an  oppor- 
tunity offered.  And  wherever  they  charged  them,  no  one 
stood  his  ground  against  troops  who  were  excellent  horsemen 
and  armed  with  breastplates;  but  surrounded  as  they  were 
by  supericflr  numbers,  they  exposed  themselves  to  peril  by 
fighting  against  that  crowd  of  many  times  their  own  number : 
so  that  at  length  they  kept  quiet,  not  thinking  themselves  able 
to  run  such  hazards  agdnst  a  force  so  far  superior. 

101.  In  the  mean  time,  Sitalces  conferred  with  Perdiccas 
on  the  objects  of  his  expedition ;  and  since  the  Athenians  had 
not  joined  him  with  their  fleet  (not  believing  that  he  would 
come),  but  had  sent  presents  and  envoys  to  him,  he  sent  a 
part  of  his  forces  against  the  Chalcidians  and  Bottiaeans,  and 
after  shutting  them  up  within  tiieir  walls,  laid  waste  their 
country.  While  he  was  staying  in  these  parts,  the  people  to- 
ward the  south,  as  the  Thessalians,  the  Magnesians,  with 
others  who  were  subject  to  the  Thessalians,  and  the  Greeks 
as  far  as  Thermopylae,  were  afraid  that  the  array  might  ad- 
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vauce  against  them,  and  were  preparing  [for  such  an  event]. 
The  northward  Thracians,  too,  beyond  the  Strymon  were 
alarmed,  as  many  as  lived  in  a  chiunpaign  country,  namely, 
the  Panaei,  the  Odomanti,  the  Droi,  and  the  Dersaei ;  who  are 
all  indep^ident.  Nay,  it  afforded  subject  of  discussion  even 
with  the  Greeks  who  were  enemies  of  the  Athenians,  whether 
tiiey  were  not  led  on  by  that  people  on  the  strength  of  their 
alliance,  and  might  not  come  against  them  also.  Sitalces  then 
was  commanding  at  once  Chalcidice,  Bottica,  and  Macedo- 
nia, and  was  ravaging  them  all.  But  when  none  of  the  ob- 
je<is  for  which  he  made  the  expedition  was  being  gained  by 
him,  and  he  found  his  army  without  provii^ons  and  suffering 
from  the  severity  of  the  weather,  he  was  persuaded  by  Seuthes 
the  son  of  Spardacus^  who  was  the  nephew  and  next  in  au- 
thority to  himself  to  return  with  all  speed.  For  Seuthes  had 
been  secretly  won  over  by  Perdiccas,  who  promised  to  give 
him  his  sister,  and  a  sum  of  money  with  her.  Thus  persuaded 
then,  after  remaining  [in  the  ^lemy's  country]  thirty  days  in 
all,  and  ^ght  of  them  in  Chalcidice,  he  retired  home  with  his 
army  as  quickly  as  he  could :  and  Perdiccas  subsequently 
gave  his  sister  Stratonice  to  Seuthes,  as  he  had  promised. 
Such  were  the  events  that  happened  in  the  expedition  of 
Sitalces. 

102.  During  this  winter,  after  the  fleet  of  the  Peloponne- 
sians  had  dispersed,  the  Athenians  at  Naupactus  under  the 
command  of  Phormio,  after  coasting  along  to  Astacus,  and 
there  disembarking,  marched  into  the  interior  of  Acamania, 
with  four  hundred  heavy-armed  of  the  Athenians  from  the 
ships  and  four  hundred  (rf  the  Messenians.  From  Stratus, 
Coronta,  and  some  other  places,  they  expelled  certain  indi- 
viduals who  were  not  thought  to  be  true  to  them ;  and  having 
restored  Cynes  son  of  Theolytus  to  Coronta,  returned  again  to 
their  vessels.  For .  against  the  ^niadie,  who  alone  of  the 
Acamanians  had  always  been  hostile  to  them,  they  did  not 
think  it  possible  to  march  during  the  winter,  as  the  river 
Achelous,  which  flows  from  Mount  Pindus  through  Dolopia 
and  the  country  of  the  Agrseans  and  Amphilochians  and  the 
plain  of  Acamania,  passing  by  the  town  of  Stratus  in  the 
upper  part  of  its  course,  and  by  ^niadae  near  its  mouth,  forms 
lakes  round  their  city,  and  so  makes  it  impracticable  to  lead  an 
army  against  it  in  the  winter  on  account  of  the  water.     Op- 
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posite  to  JSsa&dm  lie  most  of  the  islands  called  Echinades, 
close  to  the  mouths  of  the  Achelous ;  so  that  the  river,  being 
so  large  as  it  is,  continually  forms  depositions  round  them, 
and  some  of  the  islands  have  been  joined  to  the  continent,  as 
I  expect  will  be  the  case  with  all  of  them  in  no  long  period 
of  time.  For  the  stream  is  strong,  and  deep,  and  turbid,  and 
the  islands  are  thick  together,  and  mutually  serve  to  connect 
the  alluvium  so  as  to  prevent  its  being  dispersed ;  as  they  lie 
in  alternating  rows,  not  in  one  line,  and  have  no  free  passages 
for  the  water  into  the  open  sea.  They  are  uninhabited,  and  of 
no  great  extent  There*  is  a  report  which  I  may  also  mention, 
that  when  AlcmsBon,  son  of  Amphiaraus,  was  wandering  about 
after  the  murder  of  his  mother,  Apollo  directed  him  by  an 
oracle  to  inhabit  this  region,  by  suggesting  to  him  that  he 
would  have  no  release  from  his  terrors  till  he  should  discover 
and  inhabit  a  country  which  had  not  yet  been  seen  by  the  sun, 
nor  exbted  as  land,  at  the  time  he  slew  his  mother ;  since  all 
the  rest  of  the  earth  was  polluted  to  him.  He  was  perplexed, 
they  say  [by  such  a  conmiand] ;  but  at  length  observed  this 
alluvial  deposition  of  the  Achelous,  and  thought  that  enough 
might  have  been  thrown  up  to  support  life  during  the  long 
penod  that  he  had  been  a  wanderer  since  killing  his  mother. 
Accordingly  he  settled  in  the  parts  about  w^Eniadae,  and  be- 
came powerful,  and  left  the  name  to  the  country  from  his  son 
Acaman.  Such  is  the  account  we  have  received  respecting 
Alcmaeon. 

103.  The  Athenians  then,  and  Phormio,  having  departed 
from  Acamania  and  arrived  at  Naupactus,  sailed  home  to 
Athens  at  the  return  of  spring,  taking  with  them  such  of  the 
prisoners  from  the  naval  batties  as  were  freemen  (who  were 
exchanged  man  for  man),  and  the  ships  they  had  captured. 
And  so  ended  this  winter,  and  the  third  year  of  this  war  of 
which  Thucydides  wrote  ihe  history. 

1  Such  appears  to  be  the  force  of  the  conjunctions  di  Kot^  by  which 
the  following  story  is  introduced  in  connection  with  the  preceding  ac- 
count of  the  islands. 
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1.  The  following  summer,  as  soon  as  the  com  was  ripe,  the 
Peloponnesians  and  their  allies  invaded  Attica,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Archidamus,  son  of  Zeuxidamus,  king  of  the  Lace- 
dsemonians.  There  they  encamped,  and  laid  waste  the  land ; 
while  charges  were  made  upon  them,  as  usual,  by  the  Athe- 
nian cavalry  wherever  opportunity  offered ;  and  they  pre- 
vented the  main  host  of  the  light-armed  from  advancing  far 
from  their  camp,*  and  damaging  the  property  near  the  city. 
After  remaining  in  the  country  the  time  for  which  they  liad 
taken  provisions,  they  returned  and  dispersed  to  their  re- 
spective cities. 

2.  Immediately  after  the  invasion  of  the  Peloponnesians, 
all  Lesbos,  with  the  exception  of  Methymna,  revolted  from 
the  Athenians;  having  wished  indeed  to  do  so  before  the 
commencement  of  the  war  (the  Lacedsemonians,  however,  did 
not  accept  their  offers),  and  yet  compelled  even  now  to  execute 
their  purpose  sooner  than  they  intended.  For  they  were  in- 
clined to  wait  the  completion  of  the  moles  for  the  security  of 
their  harbors,  and  of  the  building  of  their  walls  and  ships, 
and  the  arrival  of  all  that  was  to  come  from  the  Pontus, 
namely,  bowmen  and  com,  and  whatever  they  had  sent  for. 
(But  this  they  were  prevented  doing;]  for*  the  Tenedians, 
who  were  at  variance  with  them,  and  the  Methymnseans,  and 
even  some  private  individuab  of  the  Mytilenaeans,  under  the 
influence  of  party  spirit,  B&proxeni  of  the  Athenians  informed 
that  people  that  the  Mvtilenaeans  were  forcibly  brinffing  [the 
rest  of  J  Lesbos  into  umon  with  their  own  city,  andliurrying 
all  their  preparations  for  a  revolt,  in   conjunction  with  the 

'  Literally,  "from  their  arms,"  i,  6.,  the  place  in  which  the  spears  and 
shields  of  the  heavy-armed  soldiers  were  piled ;  and  so,  in  a  more  gene- 
ral sense,  the  camp  where  they  were  quartered. 

'  The  yap  in  this  sentence  refers  to  avayKaaOevrec  in  the  first  section ; 
as  that  in  the  preceding  one  does  to  dievoovvro. 
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Lacedsemonians  and  Boeotians,  who  were  of  the  same  race  as 
themselves/  and  that  if  some  one  did  not  at  on  ceanticipate 
their  designs,  they  would  lose  Lesbos. 

3.  But  the  Athenians  (being  distressed  by  the  plague  and 
the  war,  which  had  so  recently  broken  out  and  was  now  at  its 
height)  thought  it  a  serious  business  to  incur  the  additional 
hostility  of  Lesbos,  with  her  fleet  and  power  hitherto  unim- 
paired ;  and  were  not  at  first  disposed  to  listen  to  the  charges, 
allowing  too  much  weight  to  their  wish  that  it  might  not  be 
true,  when,  however,  they  had  even  sent  embassadors  with- 
out prevailing  on  the  Mytilenaeans  to  stop  their  measures  for 
the  union  and  their  preparations,  they  were  alarmed,  and 
wished  to  reduce  them  by  surprise.  Accordingly  they  dis- 
patched with  all  haste  forty  ships  that  happened  to  have  been 
equipped  for  cruising  round  the  Peloponnese,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Clei'ppides  son  of  Dinias,  and  two  colleagues.  For 
information  had  been  brought  them  that  there  was  a  festival 
in  honor  of  the  Malean  Apollo  outside  the  city,  at  which  all 
the  people  of  the  Mytilenaeans  kept  holiday :  and  there  wa3 
reason  to  hope  that  by  coming  with  all  speed  they  would  thus 
fall  upon  them  by  surprise.  If  then  the  attempt  should  suc- 
ceed, [all  would  be  well];  if  not,  they  should  charge  the 
Mytilenaeans*  to  deliver  up  their  fleet  and  dismantle  their 
walls ;  and  if  they  did  not  obey,  should  make  war  upon  them. 
So  the  ships  set  sail ;  but  the  ten  triremes  of  the  Mytilenaeans, 
which  had  come  to  them  as  a  reinforcement,  according  to  tho 
terms  of  their  alliance,  were  detained  by  the  Athenians,  and 
the  crews  of  them  \^ere  put  in  prison.  The  Mytilenaeans, 
however,  were  informed  of  the  expedition  against  them  by  a 
man  who  crossed  over  from  Athens  to  Euboea,  and  having 
gone  by  land  to  Geraestus,  there  found  a  merchant-vessel  get- 
ting under  weigh,  and  so  proceeded  by  sea,  and  arrived  at 
Mytilene  the  third  day  after  leaving  Athens.  Accordingly 
they  both  abstained  from  going  out  to  the  temple  at  Malea, 
and,  for  the  rest,  barricaded  and  kept  guard  around  their 
half-finished  walls. 

1  i.  e.j  of  the  JBolic  race,  to  which  most  of  the  northern  states  of  Greece 
considered  themselves  to  belong,  and  among  the  rest  the  Boeotians,  who 
had  chiefly  composed  the  colony  headed  by  Penthilus,  the  son  of  Orestes, 
from  which  the  Lesbians  derived  their  origin. 

2  ♦.  e.,  the  commanders.  The  infinitive  seems  to  depend  upon  iKs^ev- 
cavy  or  some  such  word,  understood. 
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4.  When  the  Athenians  sailed  up  soon  after  and  saw  this, 
the  commanders  delivered  their  orders;  and  as  the  Myti- 
lenaeans  did  not  obey  them,  they  commenced  hostilities.  Be- 
ing thus  compelled  to  go  to  war  while  unprepared,  and  with- 
out any  notice,  the  Mytilenseans  sailed  out  with  their  fleet  to 
battle,  a  short  distance  from  their  harbor ;  but  when  driven 
to  shore  by  the  Athenian  shipo,  they  then  proposed  terms  to 
the  commanders,  wishing,  if  they  could,  to  get  the  squadron 
sent  hsuck  ior  the  present  on  any  reasonable  conditions.  The 
Athenian  commanders  agreed  to  their  prc^Kwals,  having  fears 
on  their  side  also,  that  they  might  not  be  able  to  carry  on  war 
with  the  whole  of  Lesbos.  Acccwdingly,  having  concluded 
an  armistice,  the  Mytilenaeans  sent  to  Atii^is  one  of  their  ac- 
cusers, who  now  repented  [of  what  he  had  said],  and  some 
others,  to  tiy  if  by  any  means  they  might  persuade  them  to 
let  the  squadron  return,  on  the  belief  of  their  meditating  no 
innovation.  In  the  mean  time  they  also  sent  embassadors  to 
Lacedaemon  in  a  trireme,  having  escaped  the  observation  of 
the  Athenian  fleet,  which  was  anchored  at  Malea,  northward 
of  the  city ;  for  they  were  not  confident  of  the  success  of  the 
answer  from  Athens.  These  having  reached  Lacedsemon  with 
much  trouble  across  the  open  sea,  negotiated  for  some  succors 
being  sent  to  them. 

5.  When  the  embassadors  from  Athens  came  back  without 
having  effected  any  thing,  the  Mytilenaeans  commenced  hos- 
tilities, and  all  the  rest  of  Lesbos  excepting  [the  people  of] 
Methynma;  but  these  had  reinforced  the  Athenians,  with 
the  Imbrians,  Lesbians,  and  some  few  of  the  rest  of  the  allies. 
The  Mytilenseans  than  made  a  sally  with  all  their  forces  against 
the  camp  of  the  Athenians ;  and  a  battle  was  fought,  in  which 
though  the  former  had  the  advantage,  they  neither  ^nt  the 
nij^ht  on  the  field,  nor  felt  any  confidence  in  themselves,  but 
withdrew.  After  this  they  remained  quiet,  wishing  to  hazard 
a  battle  in  conjuncticm  with  additional  troops  from  the  Pelo- 
^onnese,  if  any  force  should  join  them :  (for  there  had  come 
to  them  Meleas,  a  Lacedaemonian,  and  Hermseondas,  a  Theban, 
who  had  been  dispatched  before  the  revolt,  but  not  being  able 
to  anticipate  the  expedition  of  the  Athenians,  sailed  up  by 
stealth  in  a  trireme  aft^r  the  battle,  and  advised  them  to  send 
another  trireme  and  embassadors  in  company  with  themselves ; 
which  they  did.) 
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6.  The  Athenians,  on  the  other  hand,  being  much  assured 
by  the  quiet  of  the  Mytilenaeans,  were  calling  alHes  to  jcnn  them, 
who  came  much  quicker  from  tseeing  no  vigor  on  the  part  of 
the  Lesbians ;  and  bringing  round  their  ships'  to  a  new  station 
on  the  south  of  the  town,  mey  fortified  two  camps,  one  on  each 
side  of  the  town,  and  established  their  blockades  at  both  the 
harbors.  Thus  tJiey  excluded  the  Mytilenieans  from  the  use  of 
the  sea ;  but  of  the  whole  of  the  land  they  were  still  masters, 
with  the  rest  of  the  Lesbians  who  had  now  come  to  their  as- 
sistance ;  while  the  Athenians  commanded  only  the  small  ex- 
tent round  their  camps,  Malea  being  rather  a  statioh  for  their 
ships  and  a  market  [llian  any  thing  else].  Such  were  the 
features  of  the  war  about  Mytilene. 

7.  About  the  same  period  of  this  sunmier  the  Athenians  also 
dispatched  thirty  ships  to  the  Peloponnese,  with  Asopius  son 
of  Phormio  as  commander ;  the  Acamanians  having  requested 
them  to  send  them  either  a  son  or  other  relative  of  his  to  take 
the  command.  The  ships,  as  they  coasted  along,  ravaged  the 
maritime  towns  of  Laconia.  Afterward  Asopius  sent  back 
home  the  greater  part  of  them,  but  himself  went  to  Naupactus 
with  twelve ;  and  subsequently,  having  raised  the  whole  popula- 
tion of  the  Acamanians,  marched  against  CEhiiadae ;  sailing  with 
his  fleet  by  the  Achelous,  and  his  army  by  land  laying  waste 
the  country.  When  it  did  not  surrender,  he  dismissed  his  land- 
forces,  and  having  himself  sailed  to  Leucas,  and  made  a  descent 
upon  Nericus,  was  cut  off  on  his  return,  and  some  part  of  his 
army  with  him,  by  the  people  of  the  neighborhood  who  had 
come  to  the  rescue,  and  some  few  guard-troops.  The  Athenians, 
after  saihng  away,  subsequently  recovered  their  dead  from  the 
Leucadians  by  treaty. 

8.  Now  the  embassadors  of  the  Mytilenaeans  sent  out  in  the 
first  ship,  being  told  by  the  Lacedaemonians  to  come  to  Olym- 
pia,  in  order  that  the  rest  of  the  confederates  also  might  and 
consult  upon  their  case,  accordingly  went  thither.  It  was 
the  Olympiad  at  which  Dorieus  the  Rhodian  gained  his  second 
victory.  And  when  after  the  festival  they  came  to  conference, 
the  envoys  spoke  as  follows : 

'  Goller  differs  from  Arnold's  interpretation  which  I  have  given,  and 
takes  rd  irpd^  votov  with  ireixioavj  thinking  that  both  the  camps  were 
to  the  south  of  the  city,  one  on  the  east,  the  other  on  the  west  side  of  it 
See  their  notes,  and  also  that  of  Bishop  Thirl  wall,  vol  iii.  p.  173. 
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9.  "  With  the  settled  principle  of  the  €hreeks  [with  regard 
to  a  case  like  ours],  Lacedaemonians  and  allies,  we  are  well 
acquainted;  for  when  men  revolt  in  war,  and  leave  their 
former  confederacy,  those  who  receive  them  are  pleased  with 
them  so  far  as  they  derive  benefit  from  them ;  but  inasmuch 
as  they  consider  them  traitors  to  their  former  friends,  they 
have  a  meaner  opinion  of  them.  And  this  is  no  un&ir  esti- 
mate of  their  conduct,  supposing  that  both  those  who  revolt, 
and  those  from  whom  they  separate,  agreed  in  their  views  and 
in  kindly  feeling,  and  were  equally  matched  in  resources  and 
power,  and  no  reasonable  ground  for  the  revolt  previously 
existed.  But  this  was  not  the  case  with  us  and  tiie  Athen- 
ians ;  nor  ought  we  to  be  worse  thought  of  by  any  one  for 
revolting  from  them  in  the  time  of  their  peril,  when  we  were 
honored  by  them  in  time  of  peace. 

10.  "  For  it  is  on  the  justice  and  goodness  of  our  cause  that 
we  will  first  address  you,  especially  as  we  are  requesting  the 
favor  of  your  alliance;  knowing  that  neither  friendship  be- 
tween individuals,  nor  league  between  communities,  is  ever 
lasting,  unless  they  formed  the  connection*  with  an  appear- 
ance of  good  principle  toward  each  other,  and  were  of  con- 
genial dispositions  in  other  respects ;  for  from  the  difierence  of 
feelings  difference  of  conduct  aJso  arises.  Now  between  us  and 
the  Athenians  alliance  was  first  made  when  you  left  us,  and 
withdrew  from  the  Median  war,  while  they  stood  by  us  to 
finish  the  business.  We  became  allies,  however,  not  to  the 
Athenians  for  the  enslaving  of  the  Greeks,  but  to  the  Greeks 
for  their  liberation  from  the  Mede.  And  so  long  as  they  led 
us  on  equal  terms,  we  followed  them  heartily ;  but  when  we 
saw  them  relaxing  in  their  hostility  to  the  Mede,  and  under- 
taking to  enslave*  the  Greeks,  we  were  no  longer  without 
alarm.  Being  incapable,  however,  through  the  number  ot 
those  who  had  votes,  to  join  together  and  defend  themselves, 
the  allies  were  reduced  to  slavery,  except  ourselves  and  the 
Ohians;  but  we  joined  their  enterprises  as  independent,  for- 
sooth, and  fi'ce— in  name.  And  now  we  had  no  longer  in 
the  Athenians  such  leaders  as  we  could  trust,  having  before 
us  the  examples  that  were   already  given:   for  it  was  not 

1  According  to  GroUer,  0t^ot  is  understood  after  yiyvoiTo ;  according  to 
Poppo,  <^i,%ia  KoX  Koivuvla  before  it    I  prefer  the  former  construction. 
^  Or,  as  Poppo  takes  it,  "bringing  on  the  subjugation." 
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likely  that  they  should  reduce  to  subjection  those  whom  they 
had  taken  into  treaty  along  with  us,  and  not  do  l^e  same  to 
the  rest,  if  ever  they  had  the  power. 

11.  **  If  indeed  we  had  all  been  still  independent,  they  might 
have  been  better  trusted  by  us  not  to  attempt  any  innovation : 
but  haying  the  majority  subject  to  them,  while  they  associated 
with  us  on  terms  of  equality ;  and  comparing  the  submission  of 
the  greater  part  with  our  alone  being  treated  as  equals,  they 
would  naturally  brook  it  the  worse ;  especially  as  they  were 
themselves  growing  more  powerful  than  ever,  and  we  more 
destitute.  But  equality  of  fear  is  the  only  sure  basis  of  an 
alliance ;  i^  then  the  party  that  wishes  to  commit  any  offense 
is  deterred  by  the  knowledge  that  he  would  not  attempt  it 
with  any  advantage  on  his  side.  Again,  we  were  left  inde- 
pendent for  no  other  reason  than  inasmuch  as  their  schemes  of 
empire  appeared  attainable  by  specious  language,  and  en- 
croachment in  the  way  of  poHcy  rather  than  of  force.  For 
at  the  same  time  they  used  us  as  evidence  that  such  as  had 
equal  votes  with  themselv^  at  any  rate,  would  not  join  them  in 
their  enterprises  against  their  will  [and  therefore  not  at  all] ; 
unless  those  they  attacked  were  in  the  wrong :  and  by  the  same 
system  they  also  led  the  stronger  states  wiSi  them  against  the 
weaker  ones  first,  and  by  leaving  the  more  powerful  until  the 
last  they  were  sure  to  &id  them  less  so,  when  all  the  rest  had 
been  stripped  away  from  them.  But  if  they  had  begun  with 
us,  while  all  of  them  still  had  their  power,  and  a  center  round 
which  to  take  their  stand,  they  would  not  have  subdued  them 
80  easily.  Our  fleet,  too,  caused  them  a  degree  of  fear,  lest  by 
uniting  together,  and  joining  either  you  or  any  other  power, 
it  mi^t  some  tune  bring  them  into  danger.  And  again,  to  a 
certain  extent  we  preserved  ourselves  by  paying  court  to  their 
commons,  and  to  those  who  from  time  to  time  took  the  lead 
of  them.  We  did  not,  however,  expect  to  be  long  able  to  do 
so,  if  this  war  had  not  broken  out ;  looking  to  the  examples 
they  had  given  in  their  dealings  with  the  test 

12.  "  What  then  was  that  ^ance  of  ours,  or  that  freedom  to 
be  relied  on,  in  which  we  received  each  other  contrary  to  our 
real  sentiments ;  and  they,  through  fear,  courted  us  in  war,  while 
we  did  the  same  to  them  in  peace  ?  And  whereas  in  the  case 
of  others  it  is  kindness  that  moi^t  secures  faith,  in  our  case  it 
was  fear  that  gave  this  assurance ;  and  we  were  constrsuned  to 
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be  allies  by  terror  more  than  by  affection ;  and  to  whicheyer. 
party  seconty  should  first  give  confidence,  that  party  was  sure 
to  be  the  fiist  also  to  violate  the  treaty  in  some  way  or  other. 
If  therefore  we  are  thought  by  any  one  to  be  wrong  in  first 
revolting,  because  they  deferred  the  evils  we  dreaded,  while 
we  did  not  wait  in  return  to  see  whether  any  of  them  would 
be  inflicted,  he  does  not  view  the  case  aright  For  if  wo 
were  able  on  equal  terms  with  them  to  return  ^eir  plots  against 
us,  and  their  delay  in  the  execution  of  them,  what  reason  was 
there,  that  bdng  [according  to  this  view  of  the  case],  on  an 
equal  footing,  we  should  [really]  be  at  their  mercy?  ^  But  as 
it  was  always  in  their  power  to  make  the  attempt,  it  ought  to 
be  in  owrs  to  guard  against  it  bef^ehand. 

13.  "It  was  on  such  grounds  and  with  such  reasons,  Lace- 
daemonians, and  allieS)  that  we  revolted ;  sufficiently  clear  ones 
for  those  who  hear  them  to  judge  that  we  acted  rightly ;  and  su^ 
ficiently  strong  ones  to  alarm  us,  and  make  us  betake  ourselves 
to  some  means  of  safefy :  which  indeed  we  wished  to  do  long 
ago,  when  we  sent  to  you,  while  the  peace  yet  lasted,  on  the 
subject  of  our  revolting,  but  were  prevented  by  your  not  re- 
ceiving us  into  alliance.  But  now,  when  the  Boeotians  invited 
us,  we  immediately  listened  to  their  proposals ;  and  thought 
that  we  should  withdraw  ourselves  in  a  twofold  manner;  from 
the  Greeks,  so  as  not  to  join  in  injuring  them  in  company 
with  the  Athenians,  but  to  join  in  giving  them  liberty;  and 
from  the  Athenians,  so  as  not  to  be  ruined  by  them  ourselves 
after  the  rest,  but  to  be  beforehand  in  acting  [against  them]. 
Our  revolt,  however,  has  taken  place  prematurely,  and  with- 
out due  preparations;  for  which  reason  also  it  is  the  more  in- 
cumbent on  you  to  receive  us  as  allies,  and  send  us  succor 
speedily ;  that  you  may  be  seen  both  assisting  those  whom  you 
ought,  and  at  the  same  time  hurting  your  enemies.  And 
there  is  an  opportimity  for  doing  that,  such  as  there  never 
was  before;  for  the  Athenians  have  been  wasted  both  by  dis- 
ease and  pecuniary  expenditure;  and  their  ships  are  either 
cruising  round  your  coasts,  or  stationed  against  us ;  so  that  it 

*  In  other  words,  the  fact  of  their  being  always  at  the  mercy  of  the 
Athenians  proved  the  falsity  of  the  hypothesis  of  their  bemg  on  equal  terms 
with  them,  and  therefore  the  reasonableness  of  their  anticipating  the  attack 
which  might  at  any  time  be  made  upon  them,  instead  of  waiting  tiU  it 
had  actually  been  made.  Such  I  think  is  the  meaning  of  this  very  diffi- 
cult passage. 
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is  not  likely  they  should  have  any  to  spare,  if  in  the  course  of 
this  summer  you  should  invade  them  a  second  time  both  by 
sea  and  land ;  but  they  will  either  offer  no  resistance  to  your 
naval  attack,  or  withdraw  their  forces  from  both  our  shiores. 
And  let  no  one  deem  that  he  would  thus  be  incurring  peril  to  him- 
self in  defense  of  another  man's  country.  For  whoever  thinks 
Lesbos  far  of^  will  find  it  close  at  hand  for  assisting  him. 
For  it  is  not  in  Attica  that  the  war  will  be  decided,  as  men 
imagine,  but  in  that  quarter  from  which  Attica  derives  its 
succors.  Now  their  revenue  is  drawn  from  their  allies ;  and 
it  will  be  still  greater,  if  they  subdue  us ;  for  no  one  else  will 
revolt,  and  our  resources  will  be  added  to  theirs;  and  we 
should  be  treated  worse  than  those  who  were  enslaved  before 
[they  revolted].  But  if  you  will  give  us  hearty  assistance, 
you  will  both  add  to  ^our  league  a  state  that  has  a  large  navy, 
of  which  you  especially  stand  in  need,  and  will  the  more 
easily  overthrow  the  Athenians,  by  depriving  them  of  their 
allies  (for  every  one  will  then  join  you  more  boldly),  and  will 
escape  the  charge  you  have  incurred  of  not  assisting  those 
who  revolt  I^  however,  you  show  yourselves  as  liberators, 
you  will  find  your  advantage  in  the  war  more  certain. 

14.  ^^  From  respect  then  for  the  hopes  of  the  Greeks  reposed 
in  you,  and  for  that  Olympian  Jupiter  in  whose  temple  we 
stand  in  the  character  of  suppliants,'  assist  the  Mytilenseans 
by  becoming  their  aUies ;  and  do  not  abandon  us  [to  destruc- 
tion], stan(£ng  as  we  do  the  brunt  of  the  danger  in  our 
own  persons,  while  we  shall  confer  on  all  a  general  benefit 
from  our  success,  and  a  still  more  general  detriment,  if  we 
are  ruined  through  your  not  being  prevailed  on  to  help  us. 
Show  yourselves  then  to  be  such  men  as  the  Greeks  esteem 
you,  and  as  our  fear  would  have  you  to  be." 

15.  To  this  effect  spoke  the  Mytilenseans.  When  the  Lace- 
daemonians and  the  confederates  had  heard  them,  they  admitted 
the  force  of  their  arguments,  and  received  the  Lesbians  into 
alliance.  And  with  r^ard  to  the  invasion  of  Attica,  they  told 
the  confederates  who  were  present  to  go  with  all  speed  to  the 
isthmus  with  two  third  of  their  forces,  to  put  it  into  execution, 
and  were  themselves  the  first  to  arrive  there,  and  proceeded 
to  get  ready  at  the  isthmus  machines  for  hauling  their  ships, 
wiA  a  view  to  transporting  them  to  Corinth   to  the  sea  on 

*  Litorallj,  "like  as  suppliants." 
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the  side  of  Athens,  and  making  an  attack  both  by  sea  and 
land  at  the  same  time.  They,  then,  were  heartily  engaged  in 
these  operations ;  but  the  rest  of  the  confederates  were  slow 
in  assembling,  as  they  were  occupied  in  gathering  in  their 
harvest,  and  sick  of  making  expeditions. 

16.  The  Athenians  were  aware  that  they  were  making 
these  preparations  from  a  conviction  of  their  weakness ;  and 
wishing  to  show  that  it  was  not  a  correct  opinion,  but  that 
they  were  able,  without  moving  the  squadron  stationed  against 
Lesbos,  at  the  same  time  to  repel  with  ease  that  which  was 
coming  against  them  from  the  Peloponnese,  they  manned  a 
hundred  ships,  going  on  board  themselves  (with  the  exception 
of  the  knights  and  the  pentaeosio  med%mm\^  and  their  resident 
aliens ;  and  having  put  out  to  the  isthmus,  they  made  both  a 
display  [of  their  power],  and  desc^its  on  whatever  parts  of 
the  Peloponnese  they  pleased.  When  the  Lacedsemonians 
saw  things  so  contra^  to  their  expectation,  they  thought  that 
what  had  been  told  them  by  the  Lesbians  was  not  true ;  and 
considering  themselves  in  a  strait,  as  their  allies  at  the  same 
time  had  not  joined  them,  and  the  thirty  Athenian  ships 
cruising  round  tiie  Peloponnese  were  reported  to  be  ravaging 
the  land  near  their  city,  they  returned  home.  Afterward, 
however,  they  prepared  a  fleet  to  send  to  Lesbos,  and  gave 
orders  to  the  different  states  for  ships  to  the  number  of  forty, 
and  appointed  Alcidas,'  who  was  to  conduct  the  expedition,  their 
hi^h-admiral.  The  Athenians,  too,  returned  with  their  hundred 
ships,  when  they  saw  that  the  Lacedaemonians  had  done  so. 

17.  *At  the  time  that  this  squadron  was  at  sea,  they  had 

*  These  were  the  citizens  whose  lands  brought  them  in  yearly  600 
medimni  (equal  to  about  94  English  quarters)  of  com,  wine,  or  oil*;  and 
they  formed  the  highest  of  the  four  classes  into  which  Solon  divided  the 
Athenian  people.  The  knights  formed  the  second  class,  their  qualifica- 
tion being  300  medimni ;  and  were  so  called  from  being  obliged  to  serve 
in  war  on  horseback. 

s  I  am  &r  from  certain  what  is  the  exact  force  of  this  clause,  but  thmk 
it  may  possibly  refer  to  the  &ct  of  Alcidas  having  been  fixed  upon  to 
command  this  expedition  hefore  the  office  of  high  admiral  was  conferred 
upon  him ;  and  that  his  subsequent  appointment  to  that  office  is  also  re- 
ferred to,  c  26.  1,  rUg — vavQ  direaTeLkav  kx^vra  ^AXkiSov,  dc  ^v  aitroic 
vayapxoc,  irpoard^avTe^:  in  which  case  irpoard^avTec  would  be  far  fh)m 
being  superfluous,  as  it  has  generally  been  supposed.  I^  however,  this 
interpretation  be  thought  &nciful,  the  ifxeXXev  must  simply  mean  that  he 
"was  to  conduct  the  expedition"  in  his  capacity  as  admiral. 

•  "  Tho  object  of  this  chapter,'*  as  Arnold  observes,  "  is  merely  to  bring 
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aboikt  the  largest  number  of  ships  they  had  ever  possessed  at 
once,  in  effective  and  fine  condition  :*  (though  they  had  as  many, 
or  even  more,  at  the  beginning  of  the  war).  For  a  hundred 
kept  guard  round  Attica,  Euboea,  and  Salamis,  while  another 
hundred  were  cruising  about  the  Peloponnese,  besides  those 
at  Potidsea  and  in  other  places ;  so  that  altogeth^  there  were 
two  hundred  and  fifty  [in  service]  in  the  course  of  that  one 
summer.  And  it  was  this,  in  conjunction  with  Potidaea,  that 
most  exhausted  their  revenues.  For  at  Potidaea  the  number  of 
heavy^armed  that  kept  guard  at  two  drachmas  a  day  (for  each 
man  received  one  for  himself  and  another  for  his  servant),  was 
at  first  three  thousand ;  and  not  fewer  thazi  these  remained  there 
to  the  end  of  the  siege,  besides  one  thousand  six  hundred  with 
Hiormio,  who  went  away  before  it  was  concluded ;  while  afi  the 
ships,  too,  received  the  same  pay.  In  this  way  then  was  their 
money  heedlessly  lavished  at  fu%t ;  and  such  was  the  largest 
number  of  ships  manned  by  them. 

18.  At  the  same  time  that  the  Lacedaemonians  were  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  isthmi:^,  the  Mytilenaeans  marched  by  land, 
bom  themselves  and  th^r  auxiliaries,  agaii^t  Methymna,  in 
hope  of  its  being  betrayed  to  them.  After  assaulting  the  city, 
when  they  did  iiot  succeed  as  they  had  expected  to  do,  they 
withdrew  to  Antissa^  Pyrrha,  and  !l&resus,  and  having  rendered 
the  condition  of  those  towns  more  secure,  and  strengthened  the 
fortifications,  they  returned  home.  When  they  had  retired,  tibe 
Methymnseans  marched  against  Antissa ;  and  being  defeated  by 
the  inhabitants  and  their  auxiliaries  in  a  sortie  that  was  made, 
many  of  them  were  slam,  and  the  remainder  retreated  as  quickly 
as  possible.  The  Athenians,  on  receiving  this  intelHgenoe  of  the 
Mytilenaeans'  commanding  the  country,  and  their  own  troc^s 
not  being  suflScient  to  keep  them  in  check,  sent,  about  the 
beginning  of  autumn,  Paches  son  of  Epicurus  as  commander, 
with  a  thousand  heavy-armed  of  their  own ;  who  having  them- 
selves rowed  their  ships,  arrived  at  Mytilene,  and  inclosed  it  all 
round  with  a  single  wall ;  forts  being  built  on  some  of  the 

in  what  Thucydides  had  forgotten  to  mention  in  its  proper  place,  namely, 
the  greatest  naval  force,  and  the  greatest  war  expedition,  which  Athena 
had  ever  been  able  to  employ  and  support ;  just  as  he  had  mentioned,  II. 
81.  3,  the  greatest  land  army  which  she  haid  ever  sent  out  on  one  service. 
*  Literally,  ** effective,  in  fine  condition;"  "with  handsomeness,*'  as 
Bloomfield  renders  it ;  whose  interpretation  of  the  passage  I  prefer  to 
either  Goller'a  or  Poppo*s. 
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strongest  points  of  it  Thus  the  place  was  vigorously  blockaded 
on  both  sides,  by  land  and  by  sea ;  and  the  commencement  of 
winter  was  near  at  hand. 

19.  The  Athenians,  being  in  want  of  money  for  the  siege, 
although  they  had  among  tSemselves  for  the  first  time  raised  a 
contribution  of  two  hundred  talents,  dispatched  to  their  allies 
also  twelve  ships  to  levy  subsidies,  and  Lysicles  with  ^ve  others 
in  command  of  them.  Accordingly  he  levied  them  in  various 
places,  cruising  about ;  and  having  gone  up  the  country  froni 
Myus  in  Gana,  across  the  plain  of  the  Maeander,  as  far  as  tiie  hill 
of  Sandius,  he  was  both  slain  himself  and  many  of  the  army  be^ 
sides,  in  an  attack  made  by  the  Carians  and  the  people  of  Ansea. 

20.  The  same  winter  the  Plataeans  (for  they  were  still  be-» 
sieged  by  the  Peloponnesians  and  Boeotians),  when  distressed 
by  the  failure  of  their  provisions,  and  when  tliere  was  no  hope 
of  aid  from  Attica,  and  no  other  means  of  safety  presented  itself 
both  themselves  and  the  Athenians  who  were  besieged  with 
them  fbrmed  a  design,  in  which  they  were  at  first  unanimous, 
for  all  to  sally  forth  and  pass  the  walls  of  the  enemy,  if  they 
could  force  their  way  over  them ;  the  attempt  having  been  sug- 
gested to  them  by  Theaenetus  son  of  Tolmidas,  a  soothsayer^ 
and  Eupomidas  son  of  Daifmachus,  who  was  also  one  of  their 
generals.  Subsequently  half  of  them  shrank  from  it,  thinking 
it  a  great  risk ;  but  about  two  hundred  and  twenty  voluntarily 
persevered  in  the  attempt,  [which  they  effected]  in  the  following 
manner.  They  made  ladders  to  suit  the  height  of  the  enemy's 
wall,  measuring  by  the  layers  of  bricks,  where  the  wall  looking 
toward  them  happened  to  be  imperfectly  whitewashed.  Now 
many  counted  the  layers  at  the  same  time ;  and  though  some 
would  naturally  miss  the  correct  calculation,  the  majority  would 
attain  it ;  especially  as  they  counted  them  many  times  over,  and 
were  also  at  no  great  distance,  but  the  wall  was  easily  observed 
by  them  as  far  as  they  wished.  In  this  way  they  ascertained 
the  proper  length  of  the  ladders,  guessing  the  measure  from  the 
thickness  of  the  bricks. 

21.  Now  the  wall  of  the  Peloponnesians  was  of  the  following- 
construction.  It  consisted  of  two  lines  round  the  place,  one 
against  the  Plataeans,  and  another  in  case  any  one  should  attack 
them  on  the  outside  from  Athens ;  and  the  lines  were  about 
sixteen  feet  apart  In  this  interval  then  of  the  sixteen  feet  there 
weve  quarters  built,  and  partitioned  out  among  the  soldiers  that 
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were  on  guard ;  and  these  were  continuous,  so  that  it  appeared 
but  one  thick  wall,  with  battlements  on  each  side.  At  the  dis- 
tance of  every  ten  battlements  there  were  towers,  of  consider- 
able size,  and  of  the  same  breadth  as  the  wall,  reaching  both  to 
its  inner  and  its  outer  front,  so  that  there  was  no  passage  by 
the  side  of  a  tower,  but  they  passed  through  the  middle  of 
them.  During  the  nights  therefore,  whenever  it  was  stormy 
and  wet  weather,  they  used  to  leave  the  battlements,  and  to 
keep  watch  from  the  towers,  as  they  were  only  at  a  short  dis- 
tance one  from  another,  and  were  covered  in  above.  Such  then 
was  the  nature  of  the  wall  by  which  the  Platgeans  were  inclosed. 
22.  When  they  had  made  their  preparations,  having  watched 
for  a  stormy  night  of  wind  and  rain,  and  at  the  same  time 
moonless,  they  went  forth  under  the  guidance  of  those  who  had 
been  the  authors  of  the  enterprise.  In  the  first  place  then  they 
crossed  the  ditch  which  ran  round  their  city,  and  then  came 
up  to  the  enemy's  wall,  unperceived  by  the  sentinels ;  for  they 
did  not  see  before  them  in  the  dark,  and  did  not  hear  them 
owing  to  the  wind,  which  drowned  with  its  clatter  the  noise  of 
their  approach ;  besides,  they  went  far  apart  from  each  other, 
that  their  arms  might  not  clash  together  and  betray  them. 
They  were  also  lightiy  armed,  and  had  only  the  left  foot  shod, 
for  security  against  slipping  in  the  mire.  So  they  came  up  to 
the  battlements  at  one  of  Ae  spaces  between  the  towers,  know- 
ing that  they  were  deserted.  First  came  those  who  carried  the 
ladders,  which  they  planted ;  then  twelve  light-armed,  with  only 
a  dagger  and  a  breastplate,  proceeded  to  mount,  Anmiias  son 
of  Coroelius  leading  them,  and  being  the  first  to  mount,  and 
afler  him  his  followers,  six  going  to  each  of  the  towers.  Next 
after  them  came  another  party  of  light-armed,  with  darts, 
whose  shields,  that  they  might  the  more  easily  advance,  others 
carried  in  the  rear,  and  were  ready  to  hand  them  to  them 
whenever  they  came ,  to  the  enemy.  When  a  considerable 
number  had  got  up,  the  sentinels  in  the  towers  discovered  it ; 
for  one  of  the  Platseans,  in  laying  hold  of  the  battlements, 
threw  down  a  tile  from  them,  which  made  a  noise  as  it  fell. 
And  immediately  a  shout  was  raised,  and  the  troops  rushed  to 
the  wall,  for  they  did  not  know  what  the  alarm  was,  the  night 
being  dark,  and  the  weather  stormy ;  and  besides,  those  of  the 
Plataeans  who  had  been  left  behind  in  the  town  sallied  forth, 
and  made  an  attack  on  the  wall  of  the  Peloponnesians  on  the 
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opposite  side  to  where  their  men  were  getting  over,  that  they 
might  pay  as  little  attention  as  possible  to  them.  Thus,  thuiii^h 
they  were  alarmed,  and  stood  to  their  several  posts,  no  one 
ventured  to  go  to  the  rescue  beyond  his  own  station,  but  tluy 
were  at  a  loss  to  conjecture  what  was  going  on.  Meanwhile 
their  three  hundred,  whose  orders  were  to  give  aid  at  what- 
ever point  it  might  be  necessary,  proceeded  outside  the  wall 
in  the  direction  of  the  shout.  Fire-signals  of  an  attack  from 
the  enemy  were  likewise  raised  toward  Thebes ;  but  the  Platai- 
ans  in  the  city  also  raised  many  others,  which  had  been  pre- 
pared beforehand  for  this  purpose,  that  the  indications  of  the 
enemy's  signals  might  be  indistinct,  and  so  [their  friends] 
might  not  come  to  their  aid,  thinking  the  business  something 
diflerent  from  what  it  really  was,  till  those  of  their  own  num- 
ber who  had  gone  out  should  have  escaped  and  gained  their 
safety. 

23.  In  the  mean  time,  with  regard  to  the  party  of  Plataeans 
that  were  scaling  the  wall,  when  the  first  of  them  had  mounted, 
and  after  putting  the  sentinels  to  the  sword,  had  taken  pos- 
session of  each  of  the  two  towers,  they  posted  themselves  in 
them,  and  kept  guard,  to  prevent  any  reinforcement  coming 
through  them ;  and  when  they  had  raised  ladders  to  them  from 
the  wall,  and  sent  up  a  considerable  party  of  men,  those  at 
the  towers  kept  in  check  with  their  missiles,  both  from  above 
and  below,^  such  as  were  coming  to  the  rescue ;  while  the 
other  and  greater  part  of  them  had  in  the  mean  time  planted 
many  ladders,  and  thrown  down  the  battlements,  and  were 
passing  over  between  the  towers.  As  each  successively  effected 
his  passage,  he  took  his  stand  on  the  edge  of  the  ditch ;  and 
thence  they  used  their  bows  and  darts  against  any  one  that 
came  to  the  rescue  along  the  wall,  and  tried  to  stop  the  passage 
[of  their  comrades].  When  all  were  over,  those  on  the  towers 
descended — the  last  of  them  with  great  difficulty — and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  ditch ;  and  in  the  mean  time  the  three  hundred 
were  coming  against  them  with  torches.  Now  the  Plataeans, 
as  they  stood  in  the  dark  on  the  edge  of  the  ditch,  had  a  better 
view  of  them,  and  discharged  their  arrows  and  darts  against 
the  exposed  parts  of  their  bodies ;  while  they  themselves,  in 
the  obscurity  of  their  position,  were  the  l5ss  seen  for  the 
torches ;  so  that  even  the  last  of  the  Plataeans  got  clear  over 

*  L  c,  from  the  top  of  the  towers  and  from  the  wall  at  their  base. 
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the  ditch,  though  with  diflSculty  and  by  a  violent  effort ;  for 
ice  had  frozen  over  it,  not  strong  enough  to  allow  of  their 
walking  on  it,  but  rather  watery,  as  it  usually  is  with  a  wind 
more  east  than  north  ;^  and  the  night  being  somewhat  snowy 
in  consequence  of  such  a  wind,  had  swollen  the  water  in  it, 
which  they  crossed  with  their  heads  barely  above  it.  But  at 
the  same  time  their  escape  was  mainly  effected  through  the 
violence  of  the  storm.' 

24.  Starting  from  the  ditch,  the  Platseans  went  in  a  body 
along  the  road  leading  to  Thebes,  keeping  the  chapel  of  the 
hero  Androcrates  on  their  right,  thinking  that  the  Pelopon- 
nesians  would  least  suspect  their  taking  that  road,  toward  their 
enemies'  country;  and  in  the  mean  time  they  saw  them  in 
pursuit  with  torches  along  the  road  to  Cithgeron  and  the  Oak- 
heads,  in  the  direction  of  Athens.  So  after  they  had  gone  six 
or  seven  stades  along  the  road  to  Thebes,  they  then  turned  off, 
and  took  that  which  leads  to  the  mountain,  to  Erythrae,  and 
Hysiae ;  and  having  reached  the  hills,  they  escaped  to  Athens, 
to  the  number  of  two  hundred  and  twelve  out  of  one  origin- 
ally greater ;  for  some  of  them  turned  back  again  into  the  city 
before  they  passed  over  the  wall,  and  one  bowman  was  taken 
prisoner  at  the  outer  ditch.  So  the  Peloponnesians  gave  up 
the  pursuit  and  returned  to  their  posts;  while  the  Platseans 
in  the  town,  knowing  nothing  of  what  had  happened,  but  hav- 
ing been  informed  by  those  who  returned  that  not  a  man  had 
escaped,  sent  out  a  herald  as  soon  as  it  was  day,  and  wished 
to  make  a  truce  for  taking  up  their  dead ;  when,  however,  they 
knew  the  truth,  they  ceased  from  their  application.  In  this  way 
then  the  party  of  Plataeans  passed  over  the  wall  and  were  saved. 

25.  At  the  close  of  the  same  winter,  Salaethus  the  Lacedae- 

*  Arnold  and  Bloomfield,  on  the  authority  of  the  Scholiast,  supply 
u.ak'Kov  before  tj.  Indeed,  if  both  the  east  and  north  wind  were  rainy, 
from  what  quarter  could  a  clear  and  dry  frost  be  expected  ?  For  the 
character  here  attributed  to  the  east  wind,  compare  Horace,  Epod.  16. 
53,  "  Ut  neque  largis  Aquosus  Eurus  arva  radat  imbribus. "  In  the  words 
that'follow,  if  the  vno  in  viroveL<f>ofi€V7f  has  the  diminutive  force  which  ia 
generally  attributed  to  it,  the  swelling  of  the  water  in  the  ditch  must  be 
referred  to  the  general  character  of  the  night,  as  before  described ;  for 
without  the  violent  storms  of  rain  it  is  evident  that  a  little  snow  could 
have  produced  no  such  effect  in  so  short  a  time. 

*  The  force  of  the  koi  seems  to  be,  that  although  the  storm  increased 
the*  difficulty  of  crossing  the  ditch,  it  also  contributed  very  largely  to  the 
•uccess  of  their  plan  in  other  respects. 
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monian  was  sent  out  from  Lacedsemon  in  a  trireme  to  My- 
tilene ;  and  having  gone  by  sea  to  Pyrrha,  and  thence  by 
land,  he  entered  Mytilene  unobserved,  along  the  bed  of  a  tor^ 
rent,  where  the  lines  round  the  town  were  passable,  and  told 
the  magistrates  that  there  would  be  an  invasion  of  Attica, 
and  at  the  same  time  the  ships  would  come  which  were  to 
have  assisted  them  before ;  and  that  he  himself  had  been  dis- 
patched in  advance  on  this  account,  and  to  attend  to  all  other 
matters.  The  Mytilenaeans  therefore  took  fresh  courage,  and 
thought  less  of  coming  to  terms  with  the  Athenians.  And 
so  ended  this  winter,  and  the  fourth  year  of  the  war  of  which 
Thucydides  wrote  the  history. 

26.  The  following  sunmier,  after  the  Peloponnesians  had 
dispatched  Alcidas,  who  was  their  high-admiral  (for  they  had 
conferred  that  office  upon  him),  with  the  two  and  forty  *  ships 
to  Mitylene,  they  themselves  and  their  allies  made  an  irrup- 
tion into  Attica;  that  the  Athenians,  being  harassed  both 
ways,  might  be  the  less  able  to  send  succors  against  the 
ships  that  were  sailing  to  Mitylene.  The  commander  in  this 
irruption  was  Cleomenes,  as  representative  of  Pausanias,  the 
son  of  Pleistoanax,  who  was  king,  and  still  a  minor,  and  Cle- 
omenes was  his  father's  brother.  They  ravaged  therefore 
both  the  parts  which  had  been  devastated  before,  if  there 
were  any  thing  that  had  shot  up  again,  and  all  that  had 
been  passed  over  in  their  previous  irruptions.  And  this  in- 
vasion was  most  severely  felt  by  the  Athenians,  next  to  the 
second ;  for  continually  expecting  to  hear  from  Lesbos  of  some 
achievement  performed  by  their  ships,  which  they  thought 
had  by  this  time  made  their  passage,  they  went  on  committing 
general  devastation.  When,  however,  none  of  the  results 
which  they  expected  was  obtained,  and  when  their  provisions 
had  failed,  they  returned,  and  were  dispersed  through  their 
several  countries. 

27.  The  Mytilenaeans,  meanwhile,  as  the  ships  from  the 
Peloponnese  had  not  come  to  them,  but  were  wasting  the 
time,  and  as  their  provisions  had  failed,  were  compelled  to 

'  As  only  forty  are  mentioned  before,  c.  16.  3,  and  25.  2,  Arnold  thinks 
it  possible  that  the  additional  two  fonned  the  contingent  of  Lacedsemon 
itsel£  They  are  again  spoken  of  as  forty,  c.  29.  1,  and  69.  1 ;  in  which 
places  he  may  refer  to  them  merely  in  round  numbers.  In  the  words 
that  follow,  Arnold  agrees  with  Goller  that  either  ix^vra  or  Trpoard^avrtc 
is  superfluous ;  but  see  note  on  c  16.  3. 
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come  to  terms  with  the  Athenians,  by  the  following  circum- 
stances. Since  even  Salaethus  himself  no  longer  expected  the 
arrival  of  the  fleet,  he  equipped  as  heavy-armed  soldiers  the 
commons  who  had  before  been  only  light-armed,  with  a  view 
to  sallpng  out  against  the  Athenians;  but  as  soon  as  they 
were  in  possession  of  arms,  they  no  longer  obeyed  their  com- 
manders, but  collecting  in  groups,  ordered  those  in  power  to 
bring  the  provision-stores  into  public  view,  and  divide  them 
among  all;  or  they  would  themselves  make  terms  with  the 
Athenians,  and  deliver  up  the  city. 

28.  The  members  of  the  government,  knowing  that  they 
would  not  be  able  to  prevent  them,  and  that  they  would  them- 
selves be  exposed  to  danger  if  excluded  from  the  arrangement, 
made  a  general  agreement  with  Paches.  and  the  army,  tiiat  the 
Athenians  should  be  at  liberty  to  adopt  what  measures  they 
chose  respecting  the  Mytilenseans ;  that  they  should  receive  the 
army  into  the  city,  and  send  embassadors  to  Athens  to  plead 
their  cause;  and  that  until  they  returned,  Paches  should 
neither  throw  into  prison,  nor  reduce  to  slavery,  nor  put  to 
death,  any  of  the  Mytilenaeans.  This  was  the  nature  of  the 
agreement :  but  those  of  the  inhabitants  who  had  been  most 
prominent  in  negotiating  with  the  Lacedaemonians,  were  very 
much  alarmed  when  the  army  entered  the  city,  and  could  not 
restrain  themselves,  but  went  and  seated  themselves  by  the 
altars,  notwithstanding  [the  assurances  that  had  been  given]. 
Paches,  however,  raised  them  up  with  a  promise  to  do  them 
no  harm,  and  deposited  them  in  Tenedos  until  the  Athenians 
should  have  come  to  some  determination  about  them.  He 
also  sent  some  triremes  to  Atitissa,  and  won  the  place  over ; 
and  arranged  all  other  matters  concerning  the  forces  as  he 


29.  Now  the  Peloponnesians  on  board  the  forty  ships,  who 
ought  with  all  speed  to  have  joined  the  Mytilenaeans,  both 
lost  time  in  cruising  about  the  Peloponnese  itself,  and  pro- 
ceeded at  their  leisure  during  the  rest  of  the  voyage,  unob- 
served by  the  Athenians  at  home,  until  they  touched  at  Delos ; 
after  leaving  which  island  they  came  to  land  at  Icarus  and 
Myconus,  and  there  received  the  first  tidings  of  the  capture  of 
Mytilene.  Wishing,  however,  to  know  the  exact  truth  of  the 
matter,  they  put  into  Embatum  in  the  Erythraean  territory ; 
seven  days  having  elapsed  from  the  taking  of  Mytilene  when 
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they  did  so.  After  hearing  the  exact  truth,  they  consulted 
on  the  present  state  of  affairs ;  and  Teutiaplus,  an  Mean,  ad- 
dressed them  as  follows : 

30.  "  Alcidas,  and  the  rest  of  my  Peloponnesian  colleagues 
in  the  command  of  the  forces,  my  opinion  is  that  we  should 
sail  straightway*  to  Mytilene,  before  we  have  been  heard  of. 
For  in  all  probability  we  shall  find  great  want  of  watchful- 
ness, as  is  usual  on  the  part  of  men  who  have  but  recently 
taken  possession  of  a  city.  By  sea,  indeed,  where  they  have 
no  thought  of  any  enemy  attacking  them,  and  where  our 
strength  mainly  lies,  this  will  be  altogether  the  case;  and 
even  their  land-forces  are  likely  to  be  Aspersed  through  the 
houses  too  carelessly.  K  then  we  were  to  fall  upon  them 
suddenly  and  in  the  night,  I  hope  that  with  the  aid  of  those 
in  the  city  (i^  indeed,  there  be  any  one  left  who  wishes  us 
well),  possession  of  the  place  might  be  gained.*  And  let  us 
not  shrink  from  the  danger,  but  consider  that  the  proverbial 
'^surprises  of  war"  are  nothing  else  than  chances  such  as 
this ;  which  if  any  one  should  guard  against  in  his  own  case, 
and  avail  himself  of  them,  when  he  saw  them  in  the  case  of 
his  enemy,  he  would  be  a  most  successful  general." 

31.  Such  was  his  speech ;  but  he  did  not  persuade  Alcidas. 
On  the  other  hand,  some  of  the  exiles  from  Ionia  and  the 
Lesbians  who  were  on  board  with  them,  advised,  that  since  he 
•was  afraid  of  that  danger,  he  should  seize  one  of  the  Ionian 
cities,  or  Cyeme  in  j£olia ;  so  that  having  a  city  as  the  base  of 
their  operations  they  might  excite  Ionia  to  revolt :  (and  there 
was  reason  to  hope  this,  for  their  arrival  was  unwelcome  to 
no  one.)  K  then  they  should  take  away  from  the  Athenians 
this  their  chief  source  of  revenue,  and'  if  at  the  same  time 

I  Literally,  "just  as  we  are." 

*  Or  more  literally,  "  our  measures  might  be  achieved." 
8  The  difficulties  in  the  construction  of  this  passage  are  too  numerous 
to  be  even  separately  mentioned  here.  What  I  have  given  is,  I  think, 
the  most  probable  meaning  of  the  original,  according  to  Arnold's  text; 
as  the  position  of  the  aiplai  seems  absolutely  to  require  that  it  should  be 
taken  after  ylvrfrat,  and  nor  after  ^^opfiovoLw  Goller  and  Bloomfield 
reject  it  altogether  as  a  mere  gloss ;  and  according  to  that  reading  the 
kipopfjLovLv  would,  of  course,  refer  to  the  Athenians.  For  my  own  part, 
I  am  far  from  certain  that  k^opfiQatv^  the  reading  which  is  found  in  all 
the  manuscripts,  has  not  unnecessarily  been  altered ;  whether  airov^  or 
airoZg  be  the  genuine  form  of  the  pronoun  governed  by  it.  In  the  form- 
er case  it  wovdd  mean,  "  if  they  should  be  put  to  expense  by  exciting 
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they  should  themselves  incur  the  expense  of  keeping  a  fleet 
of  observation,  they  thought  they  should  prevail  on  Pisuthnes 
also  to  take  part  in  the  war  with  them.  He  did  not,  however, 
accede  to  this  proposal  either ;  but  was  most  strongly  in- 
clined, since  he  had  come  too  late  for  Mytilene,  to  reach  the 
Peloponnese  again  as  quickly  as  possible. 

32.  Weighing  therefore  from  Embatum,  he  coasted  along, 
and  having  touched  at  Myonnesus,  a  place  belonging  to  the 
Teians,  he  butchered  most  of  the  prisoners  he  had  taken  on 
his  passage.  On  his  coming  to  anchor  at  Ephesus  embassa- 
dors came  from  the  Samians  of  Ansea,  and  told  him  that  he 
was  not  liberating  Greece  in  the  right  way,  by  destroying 
men  who  were  neither  raising  their  hands  against  him,  nor 
were  hostile  to  him,  but  allies  of  the  Athenians  through  neces^ 
sity ;  and  if  he  did  not  cease,  he  would  bring  few  of  his  enemies 
into  friendship  with  him,  but  would  find  many  more  of  his 
friends  become  his  enemies.  He  was  convinced  [by  these 
arguments],  and  set  at  liberty  all  the  Chians  he  had  still  in 
his  hands,  and  some  of  the  others.  [And  there  had  been  very 
many  taken  by  him  *] ;  for  at  the  sight  of  his  ships  the  men 
did  not  fly,  but  rather  came  to  them,  thinking  they  were  from 
Athens ;  and  they  had  not  even  the  slightest  expectation,  that 
while  the  Athenians  had  command  of  the  sea,  Peloponnesian 
ships  would  dare  to  cross  over  to  Ionia. 

33.  From  Ephesus  Alcidas  sailed  as  quickly  as  possible,, 
and  took  to  flight.  For  while  still  lying  at  anchor  off  Cla- 
ms, he  had  been  seen  by  the  Salaminian  and  the  Paralus 
ships  (which  happened  to  be  sailing  from  Athens),  and  fear- 
ing pursuit,  he  took  his  course  across  the  open  sea,  intending 
to  make  no  land  voluntarily  but  the  Peloponnese.  Kow 
tidings  of  him  had  been  sent  to  Paches  and  the  Athenians 
from  the  Erythraean  country,  and  indeed  from  every  quarter ; 
for  as  Ionia  had  no  fortified  towns,  the  alarm  was  great  lest  the 
Peloponnesians  in  coasting  along,  even  though  they  did  not 
intend  to  stay,  might  at  the  same  time  assault  and  plunder  the 

{hem  to  TiostilitieSj^^  i.  e.,  the  lonians,  understood  from  t^v  'Icjvtav ;  in  the 
latter,  "  by  aMacking  them."  For  though  the  middle  voice  of  the  verb  ia 
more  generally  used  in  that  sense,  I  can  not  think  it  impossible  that 
Thucydides  might  sometimes  use  the  active  also;  as  Euripides  does, 
Hippol.  1270. 

I  Some  such  clause  as  this  seems  necessary,  as  the  following  paragraph 
is  intended  to  account  for  his  having  made  so  many  prisoners 
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cities.  And  now  the  Paralus  and  tSalaminian,  having  seen 
him  at  Clarus,  themselves  brought  intelligence  of  the  &ct. 
Accordingly  he  made  chase  with  all  speed,  and  continued  in 
pursuit  of  him  as  far  as  the  isle  of  Patmos,  but  returned  when 
he  found  that  he  was  not  within  distance  to  be  overtaken. 
He  considered  it,  however,  a  lucky  thing,  as  he  did  not  Mi  in 
with  them  out  at  sea,  that  they  had  not  been  overtaken  any 
where  near  shcMre,  and  obliged  to  form  an  encampment,  and 
so  give  his  forces  the  trouble  of  watching  and  blockading  ihem. 

34.  As  he  coasted  along  on  his  return,  he  touched,  among 
other  places,  at  Notium,  [die  port]  of  the  Colophonians,  where 
they  had  settled  after  the  capture  of  the  upper  city  by  Itame- 
nes  and  the  barbarians,  who  had  been  called  in  by  individuals 
on  the  ground  of  a  £^tious  quarrel.  The  city  was  taken 
about  the  time  that  the  second  irruption  of  the  Peloponnesians 
into  Attica  took  place.  Those  then  who  had  fled  for  refuge  to 
Notium,  and  settled  there,  having  again  split  into  Mictions,  one 
party  introduced  and  kept  in  the  fortified  quarter  of  the  town 
an  auxiliary  force  of  Arcadians  and  barbarians  sent  by  Pi- 
suthnes ;  and  those  of  the  Colophonians  in  the  upper  city  who 
formed  the  Median  party,  went  in  with  them  and  joined  their 
community;  while  those  who  had  retired  from  them,  and 
were  now  in  exile,  introduced  Paches.  He  invited  Hippias, 
the  commander  of  the  Arcadians  in  the  fortified  quarter,'  to  a 
parley,  on  condition  that  if  he  proposed  nothing  to  meet  his 
wishes,  he  should  restore  him  safe  and  sound  to  the  fortress ; 
but  when  he  went  out  to  him,  he  kept  him  in  hold,  though 
not  in  bonds ;  and  having  assaulted  the  place  on  a  sudden 
and  when  they  were  not  expecting  it,  he  took  it,  and  put  to 
the  sword  the  Arcadians  and  all  the  rest  that  were  in  it. 
Having  afterward  taking  Hippias  into  it,  as  he  had  agreed 
to  do,  he  seized  him  when  he  was  inside,  and  shot  him 
through.  He  then  gave  up  Kotium  to  the  Colophonians,  ex- 
cepting the  Median  party;  and  the  Athenians  subsequently 
sent  our  colonists,  and  settled  the  place  according  to  their  own 
laws ;  having  collected  all  the  Colophonians,  wherever  there 
was  one  in  any  of  the  cities. 

35.  On  his  arrival  at  Mytilene,  Paches  reduced  Pyrrha  and 
Eresus,  and  ha^^ng  seized  Salaethus  the  Lacedaemonian  in  the 

*  Properly,  "  the  cross-walV*  which  divided  one  part  of  the  town  from 
thereat 

8* 
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city,  where  lie  was  hiding,  he  dispatched  him  to  Athens,  and 
with  him  the  Mytilenaeans  at  Ten^os,  whom  he  had  deposited 
there,  and  whomever  else  he  thought  implicated  in  the  revolt. 
He  also  sent  hack  the  greater  part  of  his  forces.  With  the 
remainder  he  staid  there,  and  settled  the  affairs  of  Mytilene 
and  the  rest  of  Lesbos,  as  he  thought  proper. 

36.  On  the  arrival  of  the  men  with  Salsethus,  the  Athe- 
nians immediately  put  the  latter  to  death,  though  he  held  out 
certain  promises,  and  among  others,  that  he  would  obtain  the 

•"retreat  oi  the  Peloponnesians  from  Plataea  (for  it  was  still 
being  besieged) :  but  respecting  the  former  they  deliberated 
what  to  do ;  and  in  their  anger  they  determined  to  put  to 
death,  not  only  these  that  were  3iere,  but  all  the  Mytilen«an8 
also  that  were  of  age ;  and  to  make  slaves  of  the  women  and 
children.  For  they  both  urged  against  them  [the  aggravated 
character  of]  their  revolt  in  other  respects,  namely,  that  they 
had  executed  it  without  being  subject  to  their  dominion,  like 
the  rest;  and  the  feet  of  the  Peloponnesian  ships  having 
dared  to  Venture  over  to  Ionia  to  assist  them,  contributed  also 
no  little  to  their  wrath ;  for  they  thought  it  was  with  no  short 
premeditation  that  they  had  revolted.  They  sent  therefore  a 
trireme  to  Paches  with  intelligence  of  their  resolution,  and 
commanded  him  to  dispatch  Ihe  Mytilenaeans  as  quickly  as 
possible.  The  next  day  they  felt  immediately  a  degree  of  re- 
pentance, and  reflected  that  the  resolution  they  had  passed 
was  a  cruel  and  sweeping  one,  to  put  a  whole  city  to  the 
sword,  instead  of  those  who  were  guilty.  When  the  Mytile* 
naean  embassadors  who  were  present,  and  those  of  the  Athe* 
nians  who  co-operated  with  them,  perceived  this,  they  got  the 
authorities  to  put  the  question  again  to  the  vote ;  and  the 
more  easily  prevailed  on  them  to  do  it,  because  they  also  saw 
plainly  that  the  majority  of  the  citizens  wished  some  one  to 
give  them  another  opportunity  of  dehberating.  An  assembly 
therefore  being  immediately  sunamoned,  different  opinions 
were  expressed  on  both  sides ;  and  Cleon,  son  of  Cleaenetus, 
who  had  carried  the  former  resolution,  to  put  them  to  death, 
being  on  other  subjects  also  the  most  violent  of  the  citizens, 
and  by  far  the  most  influential  with  the  commons,  at  that  time 
.  came  forward  again,  and  spoke  as  follows : 

37.  "On  many  other  occasions  before  this  have  I  been  con- 
vinced that  a  democracy  is  incapable  of  maintaining  dominion 
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oyer  others,  and  I  am  so  more  than  ever  from  your  present 
change  of  purpose  respecting  the  Mytilenaeans.  For  owing  to 
your  daily  freedom  from  fear,  and  plotting  against  each  other, 
you  entertain  the  same  views  toward  your  allies  also.  And 
you  do  not  reflect,  in  whatever  case  you  may  either  have 
made  a  mistake  through  being  persuaded  by  their  words,  or 
may  have  given  way  to  pity,  that  you  show  such  weakness  to 
your  own  peril,  and  at  the  same  time  to  gain  no  gratitude  from 
your  allies ;  not  considering  that  it  is  a  tyrannical  dominion 
iwhich  you  hold,  and  over  men  who  are  plotting  against  you, 
and  involuntarily  subject  to  you ;  and  who  obey  you  not  from 
any  favors  you  confer  on  them  to  your  own  hurt,  but  from 
the  fact  of  your  being  superior  to  them  through  your  power, 
rather  than  their  good  feeling.  But  of  all  things  it  is  the 
most  fearful,  if  nothing  of  what  we  have  resolved  is  to  be 
steadfast ;  and  if  we  are  not  convinced  that  a  state  with  in- 
ferior laws  which  are  unchanged  is  better  than  one  with  good 
ones  which  are  not  authoritative;  that  homely  wit  with  moder- 
ation is  m6re  useful  than  cleverness  with  intemperance ;  and 
that  the  duller  class  of  men,  compared  with  the  more  talented, 
generally  speaking,  manage  pubHc  affairs  better.  For  the  latter 
wish  to  appear  wiser  than  the  laws,  and  to  overrule  what  is  evei: 
^ken  for  the  pubUc  good — thinking  that  they  could  not  show 
their  wisdom  in  more  important  matters — ^and  by  such  means 
they  generally  ruin  their  country.  But  the  former,  distrusting 
their  own  talent,  deign  to  be  less  learned  than  the  laws,  and 
less  able  than  to  find  fault  with  the  words  of  one  who  has 
spoken  well ;  and  being  judges  on  fair  terms,  rather  than  rivals 
for  a  prize,  they  are  more  commonly  right  in  their  views.  So 
then  ought  we  also  to  do,  and  not  to  advise  your  people  con- 
trary to  our  real  opinion,  urged  on  by  cleverness  and  rivalry  of 
talent. 

38.  "I,  then,  continue  of  the  same  opinion;  and  am  aston- 
ished at  those  who  have  proposed  to  discuss  a  second  time  the 
case  of  the  Mytilenseans,  and  caused  in  it  a  delay  of  time, 
which  is  all  for  the  advantage  of  the  guilty  (for  so  liie  sufferer 
proceeds  against  the  offender  with  his  anger  less  keen ;  whereas 
when  retribution  treads  most  closely  on  the  heels  of  suffering, 
it  best  matches  it  in  wreaking  vengeance).  I  wonder,  too, 
who  will  be  the  man  to  maintain  the  opposite  opinion,  and  to 
pretend  to  show  that  the  injuries  done  by  the  MytilensBans 
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are  beneficial  to  us,  and  that  our  misfortunes  are  losses  to  our 
allies.  It  is  evident  that  either  trusting  to  his  eloquence  he 
would  strive  to  prove,  in  opposition  to  us,  that  what  we  con- 
sider most  certain  has  not  been  ascertained ;  or,  urged  on  by 
the  hope  of  gain,  will  endeavor  to  lead  us  away  by  an  elab- 
orate display  of  specious  language.  But  in  such  contests  as 
these  the  state  gives  the  prizes  to  others,  and  takes  only  the 
dangers  itself.  And  it  is  you  who  are  to  blame  for  it,  through 
unwisely  instituting  those  contests ;  inasmuch  as  you  are  ac- 
customed to  attend  to  speeches  like  spectators  [in  a  theater], 
and  to  facts  like  mere  Hsteners  [to  what  others  tell  youj ; 
with  regard  to  things  future,  judging  of  their  possibihty  from 
those  who  have  spoken  cleverly  about  them ;  and  with  regard 
to  things  which  have  already  occurred,  not  taking  what  has 
been  done  as  more  credible  from  your  having  seen  it,  than  what 
has  been  only  heard  from  those  who  in  words  have  delivered 
a  clever  invective.  And  so  you  are  the  best  men  to  be  im- 
posed on  with  novelty  of  argument,  and  to  be  unwilling  to  fol- 
low up  what  has  been  approved  by  you  ;  being  slaves  to  every 
new  paradox,  and  despisers  of  what  is  ordinary.  Each  of  you 
wishes,  above  all,  to  be  able  to  speak  himself;  but  if  that  is 
not  possible,  in  rivalry  of  those  who  so  speak,  you  strive  not 
to  appear  to  have  followed  his  sentiments  at  second-hand ;  but 
when  he  has  said  any  thing  cleverly,  you  would  fain  appear  to 
have  anticipated  its  expression  by  your  applause,  and  are  eager 
to  catch  beforehand  what  is  said,  and  at  the  same  time  slow- 
to  foresee  the  consequences  of  it.  Thus  you  look,  so  to  speak, 
for  something  different  from  the  circumstances  in  which  we  are 
actually  hving ;  while  you  have  not  a  sufficient  understanding 
of  even  that  which  is  before  you.  In  a  word,  you  are  over- 
powered by  the  pleasures  of  the  ear,  and  are  Hke  men  sitting 
to  be  amused^  by  rhetoricians  rather  than  deliberating  upon 
state  affairs. 

39.  "  Wishing  then  to  call  you  oflf  from  this  course,  I  declare 
to  you  that  the  Mytilenaeans  have  injured  you  more  than  any 
one  state  ever  did.  For  I  can  make  allowance  for  men  who 
have  revolted  because  they  could  not  endure  your  government, 
or  because  they  were  compelled  by  their  enemies.  But  for 
those  who  inhabited  an  island  with  fortifications,  and  had  only 
to  fear  our  enemies  by  sea,  on  which  element,  too,  they  were 
*  Literally,  "  as  spectators"  of  them. 
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themselves  not  unprotected  against  them  by  a  fleet  of  triremes, 
and  who  lived  independent,  and  were  honored  in  the  highest 
degree  by  ns,  and  tiien  treated  ns  in  this  way ;  what  else  did 
those  men  do  than  deliberately  devise  our  ruin,  and  rise  up 
against  us,  rather  than  revolt  from  us  (revolt,  at  least,  is  the 
part  of  those  who  are  subject  to  some  violent  treatment),  and 
seek  to  ruin  us  by  siding  with  our  bitterest  enemies?  Yet 
surely  that  is  more  intolerable  than  if  they  waged  war  against 
you  by  themselves  for  the  acquisition  of  power.  Again,  nei- 
ther were  the  calamities  of  their  neighbors,  who  had  already 
revolted  from  us  and  been  subdued,  a  warning  to  them ;  nor 
did  the  good  fortune  they  enjoyed  make  them  loathe  to  come 
into  trouble;  but  being  over-confident  with  regard  to  the 
future,  and  having  formed  hopes  beyond  their  power,  though 
less  than  thdr  desire,  they  declared  war,  having  determined 
to  prefer  might  to  right ;  for  at  a  time  when  they  thought 
they  should  overcome  us,  they  attacked  us,  though  they  were 
not  being  wronged.  But  success  is  wont  to  make  those  states 
insolent  to  which  it  comes  most  unexpected  and  with  the 
shortest  notice ;  whereas  the  good  fortune  which  is  according 
to  men's  calculation  is  generally  more  steady  than  when  it 
comes  beyond  their  expectation;  and,  so  to  say,  they  more 
easily  drive  off  adversity  than  they  preserve  prosperity.  The 
Mytilenaeans,  then,  ought  all  along  to  have  been  honored  by 
us  on  the  same  footing  as  the  rest,  and  in  that  case  they  would 
not  have  come  to  such  a  pitch  of  insolence ;  for  in  other  in- 
stances, as  well  as  theirs,  man  is  naturally  inclined  to  despise 
those  who  court  him,  and  to  respect  those  who  do  not  stoop  to 
him.  But  let  them  even  now  be  punished  as  their  crime  de- 
serves ;  and  let  not  the  guilt  attach  to  the  aristocracy,  while  you 
acqxdt  the  commons.  For  at  any  rate  they  all  alike  attacked 
yov. ;  since  they  might  have  come  over  to  us,  and  so  have 
been  now  in  possession  of  their  city  again.  Thinking,  how- 
ever, the  chance  they  ran  with  the  aristocracy  to  be  the  safer, 
they  joined  them  in  revolting.  And  now  consider ;  if  you  at- 
tach the  same  penalties  to  those  of  the  allies  who  were  com' 
pelled  by  their  enemies  to  revolt,  and  to  those  who  did  it 
voluntarily,  which  of  them,  think  you,  will  not  revolt  on  any 
slight  pretext,  when  he  either  gains  his  liberation,  if  he  suc- 
ceed, or  incurs  no  extreme  suffering,  if  he  fail  ?  And  so  we 
shall  presently  have  to  risk  both  our  money  and  our  lives 
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against  each  separate  state.  And  if  we  are  successful,  by  taking 
possession  of  a  ruined  city,  you  will  hereafter  be  deprived  of 
all  future  revenue  from  it — in  which  our  strength  consists; 
while  if  we  fail,  we  shall  have  fresh  enemies  in  addition  to 
those  we  have  already ;  and  during  the  time  that  we  ought  to 
be  opposing  our  present  foes,  we  shall  be  engaged  in  hostihties 
with  our  own  allies. 

40.  "  You  ought  not  therefore  to  hold  out  any  hope;  either 
relying  on  oratory  or  purchased  with  money,  of  their  receiving 
allowance  for  having  erred  through  human  infirmity.  For 
they  did  not  involuntarily  hurt  you,  but  wittingly  plotted 
against  you ;  and  it  is  only  what  is  involuntary  that  can  claim 
allowance.  I,  then,  both  on  that  first  occasion  [so  advised 
you],  and  now  contend  that  you  should  not  rescind  your 
former  resolutions,  nor  err  through  three  things,  the  most  in- 
expedient for  empire,  namely,  pity,  delight  in  oratory,  and 
lenity.  For  pity  is  properly  felt  toward  those  of  a  kindred 
temper,  and  not  toward  those  who  will  not  feel  it  in  re- 
turn, but  are  of  necessity  our  enemies  forever.  And  the 
orators  who  delight  us  with  their  language  will  have  a  field 
in  other  subjects  of  less  importance,  instead  of  one  in  which 
the  state,  after  being  a  little  pleased,  will  pay  a  great  penalty ; 
while  they  themselves  from  their  good  speaking  will  receive 
good  treatment  in  return.  And  lenity  is  shown  to  those 
who  will  be  well-disposed  in  future,  rather  than  to  those  who 
remain  just  what  they  were,  and  not  at  all  less  hostile.  To 
sum  up  in  one  word,  if  you  are  persuaded  by  me,  you  will  do 
what  is  just  toward  the  Mytilenaeans,  and  at  the  same  time 
expedient ;  but  if  you  decide  otherwise,  you  will  not  oblige 
tkem^  but  will  rather  pass  sentence  upon  yourselves.  For  if 
they  were  right  in  revolting,  you  can  not  properly  maintain 
your  empire.  If,  however,  you  determine  to  do  so,  even 
though  it  is  not  proper,  you  must  also,  overlooking  what  is 
right,  punish  these  men  from  regard  to  expediency,  or  else 
give  up  your  empire,  and  act  the  honest  man  without  danger. 
Resolve,  then,  to  requite  them  with  the  same  penalty ;  and 
not  to  show  yourselves,  in  escaping  their  design,  more  in- 
sensible than  those  who  formed  them  against  you ;  considering 
what  they  would  probably  have  done,  if  they  had  prevailed 
over  you ;  especially  as  they  were  the  first  to  begin  the 
wrong.      For  it  is  those  who  do  ill  to  any  one  without  reason, 
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that  persecute  him  most  bitterly,  nay,  even  to  the  death,' 
from  suspicion  of  the  danger  of  their  enemy's  being  spared ; 
since  he  who  has  sufiered  evil  without  any  necessity,  [but  by 
provoking  it  himself],  is  more  bitter,  if  he  escape,  than  one 
who  was  an  enemy  on  equal  terms.  Be  not  therefore  traitors 
to  your  own  cause ;  but  bringing  yourselves  in  feeling  as 
near  as  possible  to  the  actual  state  of  suffering,  and  reflecting 
how  you  would  in  that  case  have  valued  their  subjection 
above  every  thing,  now  pay  them  back  in  return,  not  indulg- 
ing in  weakness  at  the  present  moment,  nor  forgetting  the 
danger  which  once  hung  over  you.  Punish  these  men,  I  say, 
as  they  deserve ;  and  give  a  striking  example  to  the  rest  of 
your  allies,  that  whoever  revolts  will  pay  the  penalty  for  it  with 
his  life.  For  if  they  know  this,  you  will  less  frequently  have 
to  neglect  your  enemies,  while  you  are  fighting  with  your  own 
confederates." 

41.  To  this  effect  spoke  Cleon.  After  him  Diodotus  son  of 
Eucrates,  who  in  the  former  assembly  spoke  most  strongly  against 
putting  the  Mytilenseans  to  death,  came  forward  then  also,  and 
said  as  follows. 

42,  "  I  neither  blame  those  who  have  a  second  time  pro- 
posed the  discussion  of  the  case  of  the  Mjrtilenaeans,  nor  com- 
mend those  who  object  to  repeated  deliberation  on  the  most 
important  subjects;  but  I  think  that  the  two  things  most 
opposed  to  good  counsel  are  haste  and  passion,  one  of  which 
is  generally  the  companion  of  folly,  and  the  other  of  coarse- 
ness and  narrowness  of  mind..  And  whoever  contends  that 
words  are  not  to  be  the  exponents  of  measures,  is  either 
wanting  in  understanding,  or  self-interested:  wanting  in  un- 
derstanding, if  he  thinks  it  possible  to  express  himseff  in  any 
other  way  on  what  is  future  and  not  certain ;  self-interested, 
if,  when  wishing  to  persuade  to  something  base,  he  thinks 
that  he  could  not  speak  to  his  credit  on  a  discreditable  sub- 
ject, but  that  by  clever  calumniation  he  might  confound  both 
his  opponents  and  audience.  But  most  cruel  of  all  are  those 
who  charge  us  besides  with  a  display  [of  rhetoric]  for  pecu- 
niary motives.  For  if  they  only  imputed  ignorance,  he  who 
failed  in  carrying  his  point  would  retire  with  a  character  for 
want  of  understanding,  rather  than  of  honesty :  but  when  a 

*  Goller  and  Poppo  follow  Hermann  in  taking  uTToTCkwrat  passively, 
**  they  are  killed  by  living  in  suspicion  of  danger,"  etc. 
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charge  of  dishonesty  is  brought  against  him,  if  successful,  he 
is  suspected ;  and  if  unsuccessftil,  together  with  his  inability, 
he  is  also  thought  dishonest.  And  the  state  is  not  benefited 
by  such  a  system  ;  for  through  fear  it  is  deprived  of  its  coun- 
selors. Most  pro^erous  indeed  would  it  be,  if  such  of  its 
citizens  were  incapable  of  speaking ;  for  then  they  would  be 
less  often  persuaded  to  do  wrong.  But  the  good  citizen  ought 
to  show  himself  the  better  speaker  not  by  terrifyiug  his  op- 
ponent, but  by  meeting  him  on  equal  terms ;  and  the  state 
that  acts  wisely  should  not,  indeed,  confer  honor  on  the  man  who 
most  frequently  gives  good  advice,  but  neither  should  it  detract 
from  what  he  enjoys  already ;  and  so  far  from  punishing  him 
who  is  wrong  in  his  judgment,  it  should  not  even  degrade  him. 
For  so  the  successful  counselor  would  be  least  tempted  to  speak 
any  thing  contrary  to  his  real  opinion,  in  order  to  gratity  his 
hearers ;  and  the  unsuccessful  one  would  be  least  anxious,  by 
the  same  means  of  gratification,  to  bring  over  the  multitude  to 
his  side  also. 

43.  "  But  we  do  the  contrary  of  tliis ;  and  moreover,  if  any 
one  be  suspected  of  speaking  with  a  view  to  his  own  advan- 
t^e,  though  at  the  same  time  what  is  best,  through  grudging 
him  the  gain  of  which  we  have  but  an  uncertain  idea,  we  de- 
prive the  state  of  its  certain  benefit.  And  thus  good  advice, 
given  in  a  straightforward  manner,  has  come  to  be  no  less 
suspected  than  bad ;  so  that  it  is  equally  necessary  for  one  who 
wishes  to  carry  the  most  dreadful  measures  to  win  over  the 
multitude  by  tiickery,  and  for  one  who  speaks  on  the  better 
side  to  gain  credit  by  falsehood.  And  the  state  alone  it  is 
impossible,  owing  to  these  over-wise  notions,  to  serve  in  an 
open  manner  and  without  deceiving  it;  for  he  who  openly 
confers  any  good  upon  it  is  suspected  of  getting  secretly,  in 
some  way  or  other,  an  advantage  in  return.  Now  on  subjects 
of  the  greatest  importance,  and  with  such  an  estimate  of  our 
conduct,  we  [orators]  ought  to  speak  with  more  extensive 
forethought  than  you  who  take  but  an  oflf-hand  view  of  meas- 
ures; especially  as  we  are  responsible  for  the  advice  we 
give,  whereas  you  are  irresponsible  for  listening  to  it.*  For 
if  he  who  ofiered  counsel,  and  he  who  followed  it,  sufiered 
alike,  you  would  judge  more  prudently.     But  as  it  is,  through 

*  Literally,  "  have  our  advising  responsible,  in  opposition  to  (or  com- 
pared with)  your  irresponsible  listening." 
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whatever  passion  you  may  at  any  time  have  met  with  dis- 
asters, you  punish  the  single  judgment  of  the  man  who  per- 
suaded you,  and  not  your  own,  for  having  so  numerously 
joined  in  the  blunder. 

44.  "I  came  forward,  however,  neither  to  speak  against 
any  one  in  defense  of  the  Mytilenseans,  nor  to  accuse  any  one. 
For  the  question  we  have  to  decide  is  not,  if  we  take  a  wise 
view  of  it,  respecting  their  guilt,  hut  respecting  our  taking 
good  counsel.  For  though  I  should  prove  them  to  be  utterly 
guilty,  I  will  not  for  that  reason  also  bid  you  to  put  them  to 
death,  unless  it  were  expedient :  and  though  they  might  claim 
some  allowance  [I  would  not  bid  you  make  it],  unless  it 
should  appear  good  for  the  state.  But  I  am  of  opinion  that 
we  are  deliberating  for  the  future,  rather  than  the  present; 
and  as  to  what  Cleon  most  positively  asserts,  that  it  will  be 
advantageous  to  us  in  future,  with  a  view  to  less  frequent  re- 
volts, if  we  hold  out  death  as  the  penalty ;  I  too  as  positively 
contradict  him,  with  regard  to  what  is  good  for  the  ftiture,  and 
mountain  the  opposite  opinion.  And  I  beg  you  not  to  reject 
the  utility  of  my  advice  for  the  plausibility  of  his.  For  his 
words  might  perhaps  attract  you,  through  being  more  just  with 
regard  to  your  present  displeasure  against  the  Mytilenaeans : 
but  we  are  not  holding  a  judicial  inquiry  in  their  case,  that 
we  should  want  what  is  just ;  but  are  defiberating  respecting 
them,  how  they  may  be  of  service  to  us. 

45.  "  Now  the  penalty  of  death  has  been  enacted  in  states 
for  many  offenses,  and  those  not  equal  to  this,  but  less 
heinous ;  and  yet,  urged  on  by  hope,  men  venture  to  commit 
them ;  and  no  one  ever  yet  came  into  danger  with  a  convic- 
tion of  his  own  mind  that  he  would  not  succeed  in  his  attempt.* 
What  city,  too,  when  bent  on  revolt,  ever  attempted  it  with 
defident  resources — according  to  its  own  idea — either  internal, 
or  by  means  of  alliance  with  others  ?  Indeed  all  men,  both 
in  a  private  and  public  capacity,  are  naturally  disposed  to  do 
wrong,  and  there  is  no  law  that  will  keep  them  from  it ;  at 
least  men  have  gone  through  all  kinds  of  punishments  in  their 
enactments,  to  try  if  by  any  means  they  might  be  less  injured 
by  evil-doers,  and  it  is  probable  that  in  early  times  the  pun- 
ishments for  the  greatest  offenses  were  more  lenient ;  but  as 
they  are  disregarded,  they  generally,  in  the  course  of  time,  ex- 

'  Literally,  *'  having  passed  sentence  upon  himself." 
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tend  to  death ;  and  still  even  this  is  disregarded.  Either, 
then,  some  fear  more  dreadftil  than  this  must  be  discovered, 
or  this,  at  any  rate,  does  not  restrain  men :  but  poverty  inspir- 
ing boldness  through  necessity,  and  larger  means  inspiring 
ambition  through  insolence  and  pride,  and  the  other  conditions 
of  life  through  some  human  passion  or  other,  according  as 
they  are  severally  enslaved  by  some  fatal  and  overpowering 
one,  lead  men  on  to  dangers.  Moreover,  hope  and  desire  for 
every  thing,  the  one  taking  the  lead,  and  the  other  following ; 
and  the  one  devising  the  attempt,  while  the  other  suggests 
the  facility  of  succeeding  in  it;  cause  the  most  numerous 
disasters ;  and  though  unseen,  they  are  more  influential  than 
the  dangers  that  are  seen.  Fortune,  too,  aids  them  no  less 
in  urging  men  on  ;  for  by  sometimes  siding  with  them  unex- 
pectedly, she  induces  them  to  run  the  risk  even  with  inferior 
means ;  especially  in  the  case  of  states,  inasmuch  as  the  venture 
is  for  the  greatest  objects,  namely,  freedom,  or  empire  over 
others ;  and  as  each  individual,  when  acting  in  concert  with 
all,  unreasonably  carries  his  ideas  to  an  extravagant  length 
concerning  them.  In  short,  it  is  impossible  [to  remedy  the  evil], 
and  the  man  is  very  simple  who  thinks,  that  when  human  na- 
ture is  eagerly  set  on  doing  a  thing,  he  has  any  means  of  divert- 
ing it,  either  by  the  rigor  of  laws,  or  any  other  kind  of  terror. 
46.  "  We  must  not,  then,  either  take  bad  counsel  through 
trusting  to  the  punishment  of  death  as  a  thing  to  be  relied 
on,  or  leave  to  those  who  have  revolted  no  hope  of  being  al- 
lowed to  change  their  minds,  and  wipe  out  their  offense  in  as 
short  a  time  as  possible.  For  consider  that  at  present,  if  any 
city,  even  after  rovolting,  find  that  it  will  not  succeed,  it 
would  come  to  terms  while  it  has  still  means  of  refunding  the 
expenses,  and  of  paying  tribute  in  future.  But  in  the  other 
case,  which  of  them,  think  you,  would  not  make  better  prep- 
arations for  the  attempt  than  they  do  now,  and  hold  out 
against  its  besiegers  to  the  utmost,  if  it  is  all  one  whether  it 
surrender  slowly  or  quickly  ?  And  how  can  it  fail  to  be  in- 
jurious for  us  to  be  put  to  expense  by  sitting  down  before  it, 
because  it  will  not  surrender ;  and  if  we  take  the  city,  to  re- 
cover it  in  a  ruined  condition,  and  be  deprived  of  the  revenue 
from  it  in  future  ?  For  our  strength  against  the  enemy  lies 
in  this.  So  then  we  must  not  hurt  ourselves,  by  being  strict 
judges  of  the  offenders,  but  rather  see  how,  by  punishing  them 
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moderately,  we  may  be  able  in  future  to  avail  ourselves  of  the 
cities  with  unimpaired  means  on  the  score  of  money ;  and  we 
must  resolve  to  derive  our  protection,  not  from  severity  of  laws, 
but  from  attention  to  deeds.  The  very  contrary  of  which  we 
do  at  present ;  and  if  we  have  subdued  any  power  that  was 
[once]  free,  and,  when  harshly  governed,  naturally  revolted 
tor  its  independence,  we  fancy  that  we  are  bound  to  avenge 
ourselves  with  severity.  But  in  dealing  with  freemen,  we  must 
not  punish  them  rigorously  when  they  revolt,  but  watch  them 
rigorously  before  they  revolt,  and  prevent  their  even  coming 
to  the  thought  of  it :  and  when  we  have  got  the  mastery  of 
them,  we  should  attach  the  guilt  to  as  few  as  possible. 

47.  "Now  consider  what  an  error  you  would  cammit  in 
this  also,  if  persuaded  by  Cleon.  For  at  present  the  commons 
in  all  the  states  are  well  disposed  toward  you,  and  either  do 
not  revolt  with  the  aristocratical  party,  or  if  compelled  to  do 
so,  are  straightway  hostile  to  those  who  made  them  ;  and  you 
have  the  mass  of  the  city  opposed  to  you  on  your  side,  when 
you  proceed  to  war.  But  if  you  butcher  the  commons  of  My- 
tilene,  who  took  no  part  in  the  revolt,  and  when  they  had  got 
possession  of  arms,  voluntarily  gave  up  the  city ;  in  the  first 
place  you  will  act  unjustly  by  slaying  your  benefactors ;  and  in 
the  next  you  will  produce  for  the  higher  classes  of  men  a  re- 
sult which  they  most  desire ;  for  when  they  lead  their  cities  to 
revolt,  they  will  immediately  have  the  commons  on  their  side, 
because  you  had  shown  them  beforehand  that  the  same  penalty 
is  appointed  for  those  who  are  guilty  and  those  who  are  not 
On  the  contrary,  even  if  they  were  guilty^  you  ought  to  pretend 
not  to  notice  it ;  that  the  only  class  still  allied  with  us  may  not 
become  hostile  to  us.  And  this  I  consider  far  more  beneficial 
toward  retaining  our  empire — that  we  should  voluntarily  be 
treated  with  injustice — ^than  that  with  justice  we  should  put 
to  the  sword  those  whom  we  ought  not  And  so  the  identity 
of  the  justice  and  expediency  of  the  punishment,  which  Cleon 
asserts,  is  found  impossible  to  exist  therein. 

48.  "  Being  convinced  then  that  this  is  the  better  course, 
and  not  allowing  too  much  weight  either  to  pity  or  to  lenity 

Sfor  neither  do  /  [any  more  than  Cleon],  wish  you  to  be  in- 
luenced  by  these),  but  judging  from  the  advice  itself  which  is 
given  you,  be  persuaded  by  me  to  try  calmly  those  of  the 
Mytilenaeans  whom  Paches  sent  off  as  guilty,  and  to  allow  the 
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rest  to  live  wliere  they  are.  For  this  is  both  profitable  for  the 
future,  and  terrible  to  your  enemies  at  the  present  moment ; 
since  whoever  takes  good  advice  against  his  adversaries  is 
stronger  than  one  who  recklessly  proceeds  against  them  with 
violence  of  action." 

49.  To  this  effect  spoke  Diodotus.  These  being  the  views 
that  were  expressed  in  most  direct  opposition  to  one  another^ 
the  Athenians,  notwithstanding  [their  wish  to  reconsider  the 
question],  came  to  a  conflict  of  opinion  respecting  them,  and 
were  nearly  matched  in  the  voting,  though  that  of  Diodotus 
prevailed.  And  they  immediately  dispatched  another  trireme 
with  all  speed,  that  they  might  not  find  the  city  destroyed 
through  the  previous  arrival  of  the  first ;'  which  had  the  start 
by  a  day  and  a  night  The  Mytilensean  embassadors  having 
provided  for  the  vessel  wine  and  barley-cakes,  and  promising 
great  rewards  if  they  should  arrive  first,  thfere  was  such  haste 
in  their  course,  that  at  the  same  time  as  they  rowed  they  ate 
cakes  kneaded  with  oil  and  wine ;  and  some  slept  in  turns, 
while  others  rowed.  And  as  there  happened  to  be  no  wind 
against  them,  and  the  former  vessel  did  not  sail  in  any  haste 
on  so  horrible'  a  business,  while  this  hurried  on  in  the  man- 
ner described ;  though  the  other  arrived  so  much  first  that 
Paches  had  read  the  decree,  and  was  on  the  point  of  executing 
the  sentence,  the  second  came  to  land  after  it,  and  prevented 
the  butchery.     Into  such  imminent  peril  did  Mytilene  come. 

60.  The  other  party,  whom  Paches  had  sent  off  as  the  chief 
authors  of  the  revolt,  the  Athenians  put  to  death,  according 
to  the  advice  of  Cleon,  amounting  to  rather  more  than  one 
thousand.  They  also  dismantled  the  walls  of  the  Mytilenseans, 
and  seized  their  ships.  After  this,  they  did  not  impose  any 
tnbute  on  the  Lesbians,  but  having  divided  the  land,  except- 
ing that  of  the  Methymnseans,  into  three  thousand  portions, 

*  Tha  commoD  reading  devripac  is  abandoDed  by  all  tbe  best  editors; 
and  therefore  it  is  not  without  great  diflfidence  that  I  confess  my  inability 
to  understand  why  it  need  be  so.  The  sense  of  tbe  passages  would  be 
equally  good  if  it  were  translated,  "that  by  the  previous  arrival  of  the 
second,  they  might  avoid  finding  the  city  ruined:"  and  I  can  not  but 
think  such  a  method  borne  out  by  many  other  passage  of  our  author; 
«.  g..  11  3.8,  Bvve7ieyovro^~^7ro>c  fi^  6id  ruv  6du>v  iftavepol  uxjlv  lovrec. 
And  agam  in  the  next  section,  ^Ex(^povv  Ik  tuv  oUiuv  lir*  avToifg,  dnuQ 
fih  Kar^  f^dq  BapadXtoHpoi.^  ovai  npoa<pipuifTaif  k.  r,  /U 

"  Literally,  "monstrous." 
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they  set  apart  three  hundred  of  them  as  consecrated  fb  the 
gods,  and  to  the  rest  sent  out  as  shareholders  those  of  their 
own  citizens  to  whose  lot  they  had  fallen;  with  whom  the 
Lesbians  haying  agreed  to  pay  in  money  two  mime  a  year  for 
each  portion,  farmed  the  land  themselves.  The  Athenians 
also  took  possession  of  the  towns  on  the  continent  of  which  the 
Mytilenaeans  were  masters,  and  they  were  afterward  subject  to 
Athens.     Such  then  was  the  issue  of  affairs  as  regarded  Lesbos. 

61.  In  the  course  of  the  same  summer,  after  the  reduction 
of  Lesbos,  the  Athenians  made  an  expedition  under  the  com- 
mand of  Nicias,  son  of  Niceratus,  against  the  island  of  Minoa, 
which  lies  off  Megara,  and  which  the  Megareans  used  as  a 
fortress,  having  built  a  tower  on  it.  From  this  spot,  being 
more  close  at  hand,  Nicias  wished  the  Athenians  to  keep 
their  guard  [over  Nisaea],  instead  of  from  Budorum  and 
Salamis,  and  to  prevent  the  Peloponnesians  from  sailing  out 
thence  unobserved,  as  was  formerly  the  case,  with  triremes 
and  privateers;  and  at  the  same  time  to  see  that  nothing 
was  imported  by  the  Megareans.  Having  therefore  in  the 
first  instance  taken  by  engines  from  the  sea  two  towers  which 
projected  on  the  side  of  Nissea,  and  having  cleafed  the  en- 
trance to  the  strait*  between  the  island  [and  the  continent], 
he  proceeded  to  cut  off  all  communication  on  the  side  of  the 
mainland  also,  where  there  was  a  passage  by  a  bridge  over  a 
morass  for  succoring  the  island,  which  lay  not  far  off  from  the 
continent  This  having  been  accomplished  by  them  in  a  few 
days,  he  afterwards  left  works  on  the  island  also,  with  a  gar- 
rison, and  retired  with  his  forces. 

62.  It  was  also  about  the  same  period  of  this  summer  that 
the  Plataeans,  having  no  longer  any  provisions,  and  being  unable 
to  endure  the  blockade,  surrendered  to  the  Peloponnesians  in 
the  following  manner.  The  enemy  assaulted  their  wall  and 
they  were  incapable  of  defending  it.  So  when  the  Lacedae- 
monian commander  was  aware  of  their  powerless  condition,  he 
did  not  wish  to  take  it  by  storm  (for  such  were  his  instruc- 
tions from  Lacedaemon,  in  order  that  if  a  treaty  should  ever  be 
made  with  the  Athenians,  and  they  should  agree  to  restore  such 

'  OroUer  translates  this  expression  by  "  viam  in  portum  aperuit:"  but 
the  strict  meaning  of  the  fiera^  must  be,  I  think,  that  which  I  have 
given  to  it,  and  which  it  has,  IV.  25.  1,  'Ev  rovrtf)  oiv  r^  juera^  ol 
EvpaKoaioi,  k.  t.  A. 
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placed  as  they  had  respectively  taken  in  the  war,  Plataea  might 
not  be  given  up,  on  the  strength  of  its  inhabitants  having  vol- 
untarily gone  over  to  them),  but  he  sent  to  them  a  herald 
with  tiiis  question,  "  Were  they  disposed  voluntarily  to  sur- 
render their  city  to  the  Lacedsemonians,  and  submit  to  them 
as  their  judges ;  and  that  they  should  punish  the  guilty,  but 
no  one  contrary  to  justice  ?"  Such  were  the  words  of  the  her- 
ald ;  and  they,  being  now  in  a  state  of  extreme  weakness,  sur- 
rendered the  city.  The  Peloponnesians  then  fed  the  Plataeans 
for  nine  days,  till  the  judges  from  Lacedaemon,  five  in  number, 
arrived.  When  they  were  come,  no  charge  was  preferred 
against  them  ;  but  they  called  them  forward,  and  merely  asked 
tnem  this  question,  "  Had  they  in  any  particular  done  the  La- 
cedaemonians and  the  allies  any  service  during  the  present 
war  ?"  They  made  a  speech  [in  reply],  for  they  had  request- 
ed permission  to  spesdc  at  greater  length,  and  had  deputed 
to  plead  their  cause  Astymachus  the  son  of  Asopolaus,  and 
Lacon  the  son  of  Aeimnestus,  who  came  forward  and  said  as 
follows : 

53.  "  The  surrender  of  our  city,  Lacedaemonians,  we  made 
with  full  colifidence  in  you,  not  supposing  that  we  should  be 
subjected  to  such  a  trial  as  this,  but  that  it  would  be  one  more 
consistent  with  law ;  and  with  an  agreement  that  we  should 
not,  as  we  now  are,  be  at  the  mercy  of  any  other  judges  but 
yourselves ;  thinking  that  so  we  should  best  obtain  what  was 
fair.  But  as  things  are,  we  fear  that  we  have  &iled  at  once 
in  both  expectations.  For  with  reasqn  we  suspect  that  our 
contest  is  for  life  or  death,*  and  that  you  will  not  prove  im- 
partial ;  inferring  this  from  the  fact  of  there  having  been  made 
against  us  no  previous  charge  for  us  to  reply  to  (but  it  was 
ourselves  who  requested  permission  to  speak),  and  from  the 
question  put  to  us  being  so  concise ;  a  true  answer  to  which 
tells  against  us,  while  a  false  one  is  open  to  refutation.  Being 
involved,  however,  in  perplexity  on  all  sides,  we  are  compel- 
led, and  it  seems  the  safer  course,  to  say  something  at  all 
risks ;  for  the  words  that  had  been  left  unspoken  might  occa- 
sion to  men  in  our  situation  the  self-accusing  thought,  that  if 
they  had  been  spoken,  they  might  have  saved  us.  But  in  ad- 
dition to  our  other  disadvantages,  the  work  of  convincing  you 
is  also  surrounded  with  diflSculties.  Were  we  unacquainted 
*  Literally,  "  for  the  most  fearful  things." 
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with  each  other,  we  mi^t  derive  assistance  from  bringing 
forward  fresh  proofs  of  what  you  did  not  know :  but  as  it  is, 
every  thing  will  be  said  to  men  who  know  it  already ;  and 
our  fear  is,  not  that  you  have  before  considered  our  services 
as  inferior  to  your  own,  and  now  make  that  fact  a  ground  of 
accusation  against  us;  but  that,  through  your  determination 
to  gratify  another  party,  we  are  brou^t  to  a  trial  which  is 
already  decided  against  us. 

64.  "  Nevertheless,  while  we  urge  what  claims  of  justice  we 
have,  both  against  the  Thebans,  and  with  respect  to  you,  and 
the  rest  of  the  Greeks,  we  will  remind  you  of  our  good  deeds, 
and  endeavor  to  persuade  you  [to  have  mercy  on  us].  With 
regard  then  to  your  brief  question,  '  whether  we  have  done 
any  service  to  the  Lacedaemonians  and  the  allies  in  this  war,' 
we  say,  that  if  you  ask  us  as  enemies,  you  are  not  wronged  by 
us,  though  you  should  have  received  no  good  at  our  hands ; 
and  that  if  you  consider  us  as  friends,  you  are  yourselves  more 
in  the  wrong,  for  having  marched  against  us.  With  respect, 
however,  to  what  happened  during  the  peace,  and  in  opposition 
to  the  Mede,  we  proved  ourselves  good  and  true  men ;  for  we 
have  not  now  been  the  first  to  break  the  peace,  and  we  were 
then  the  only  part  of  the  Boeotians  who  joined  in  attacking 
the  Mede  for  the  liberty  of  Greece.  Even  though  we  are  an 
inland  people,  we  were  present  in  the  sea-fight  at  Artemi- 
sium,  and  in  the  battle  fought  in  our  territory  we  stood  by 
you  and  Pausanias ;  and  whatever  other  perilous  achievement 
was  performed  by  the  Greeks,  we  took  part  in  every  thing 
beyond  our  strength.  And  to  you,  Lacedaemonians,  in  par- 
ticular, at  the  very  time  when,  after  the  earthquake,  the 
greatest  alarm  surrounded  Sparta,  because  of  the  Helots  who 
had  established  themselves  in  revolt  at  Ithome,  we  sent  the 
third  part  of  our  own  people  to  your  assistance :  and  you 
ought  not  to  forget  this. 

66.  "  With  regard  to  events  of  early  date,  and  of  the  greatest 
importance,  such  was  the  part  we  thought  right  to  act ;  though 
afterward  we  became  your  enemies.  But  it  is  you  that  are 
to  blame  for  that ;  for  on  our  requesting  an  alliance  with  you, 
when  the  Thebans  had  used  violence  toward  us,  you  rejected 
our  suit,  and  told  us  to  apply  to  the  Athenians,  since  they 
were  near  to  us,  whereas  you  lived  far  away  from  us.  In  the 
war,  however,  you  neither  suffered,  nor  would  have  suffered. 
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any  improper  treatment  from  us.  But  jf  we  would  not  revolt 
from  the  Athenians  at  your  bidding,  we  did  no  wrong  in  that ; 
for  it  was  they  who  assisted  us  against  the  Thebans,  when 
you  refrised ;  and  to  give  them  up  would  not  then  have  been 
honoraUe — especially  as  we  had  taken  them  for  allies  after 
receiving  good  from  them,  and  at  our  own  request,  and  had 
shared  the  rights  of  citizenship  with  them— but  it  was  only 
reasonable  that  we  should  heartily  obey  their  commands. 
And  as  to  the  measures  in  which  either  of  you  take  the  lead 
of  your  allies,  it  is  not  those  who  follow  that  are  to  blame,  if 
you  have  ever  done  any  thing  wrong,  but  those  who  lead  them 
on  to  what  is  not  right. 

56.  "  With  respect  to  the  Thebans,  they  had  on  many  other 
occasions  wronged  us ;  and  as  for  the  last  occasion,  you  know 
yourselves  on  what  account  we  are  in  our  present  condition. 
For  as  they  were  seizing  our  city  in  time  of  peace,  and, 
moreover,  at  a  holy  time  of  the  month,  we  did  right  in  avenging 
ourselves  on  them,  according  to  the  principle  recognized  by 
all,  that  it  is  allowable  to  defend  onesself  against  the  attack  of 
an  enemy  ;  and  it  would  not  now  be  fair  that  we  should  suffer 
on  their  account.  For  if  you  take  your  views  of  lustice  from 
your  own  immediate  advantage  and  their  animosity,  you  will 
show  yourselves  no  true  judges  of  what  is  right,  but  rather 
attentive  to  what  is  expedient  And  yet  if  they  appear  to  be 
serviceable  to  you  now,  much  more  did  we  and  the  rest  of 
the  Greeks  then,  when  you  were  in  greater  danger.  For 
now  you  are  yourselves  attacking  others,  and  the  objects  of 
their  fear ;  but  at  that  crisis,  when  the  barjbarian  was  bring- 
ing slavery  on  all,  these  Thebans  were  on  his  side.  And  it 
is  but  just  that  against  our  present  misdeed — if  we  have 
really  done  amiss — ^you  should  set  the  zeal  we  showed  then ; 
and  you  will  find  it  greater  than  the  feult  to  which  it  is 
opposed,*  and  exhibited  at  those  critical  times  when  it  was 
a  rare  thing  for  any  of  the  Greeks  to  oppose  his  courage  to 
the  power  of  Xerxes ;  and  therefore  those  were  the  more 
commended  who  did  not.  in  safety  act  for  their  own  interest 
with  regard  to  his  invasion,  but  were  willing  to  dare  with 
dangers  the  better  part.  But  though  we  were  of  that  number, 
and  honored  by  you  in  the  bluest  degree,  we  are  now  afraid 
that  we  have  been  ruined  by  acting  on  the  same  principles, 
'  Literally,  "  the  greater  opposed  to  the  lesa" 
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beeanse  we  chose  the  side  of  the  Athenians  fr<»n  regard  to  right, 
rather  than  yours  from  regard  to  interest.  And  yet  men  should 
eo^sistently  take  the  s^ne  view  of  the  same  case,  and  account 
expediency  to  be  nothmg  else  than-  this-*-when  good  allies  re- 
ceive everlasting  gratitude  for  their  services,  while  our  own 
immediate  interest  in  any  case  is  secured* 

57,  "  Consider,  too,  that  at  present  you  are  .esteemed  by  the 
Greeks  in  general  a  pattern  of  honor  and  virtue:  but  if  you 
pass  an  ui\|ust  sentence  On  us  (for  this  is  no  obscure  cause  that 
you  will  decide,  but  as  men  of  h%h  repute  yourselves,  you  wilt 
pass  sentence  on  us  who  are  fdso  noi  contemptil^),  beware  lest 
they  may  not  ^prove  of  your  coming  to  any  improper  decision 
respecting  men  of  good  chaifacter,  though  yoa  are  yourselves 
of  still  &tter ;  nor  of  spoils  which  were  taJcen  from  us,  the 
bene&clors  of  Greece,  being  devoted  in  the  national  temples* 
For  it  will  seem  a  shocking  thing  that  LaoedarancHiians  should 
have  destroyed  Plataea;  and  that  your  fathers  should  have 
inscribed  the  name  of  that  city  <m  tne  tripod  at  Delphi  for  its 
good  services^  whereas  you  utterly  obliterated  it  from  the  whole 
Grecian  name  for  the  sake  of  Thebans.  For  to  such  a  degree  * 
of  misfortune  have  we  been  brou^t :  if  the  Medes  had  been 
victorious,  we  should  have  been  ruined ;  and  now  we  are  sup- 
plaiited  by  Thebans  in  your  good  opinion,  who  wwe  before  our 
best  friends ;  and  we  liave  ^n  subjected  to  two  dangers,  the 
greatest  that,  can  be  imagined — ^then,  to  that  of  being  starved 
to  death,^  if  we  had  not  sun'endered  our  city ;  and  now,  to  that 
of  being  tried  for  pur  lives*  And  thus  we  Plataeans,  who  were 
zealous  beyond  our  power  in  the  cause  of  the  Greeks,  are 
rejected  by  all,  deserted  and  unassisted ;  fw  of  those  who  were 
then  our  allies,  no  one  helps  us ;  ^md  as  for  you,  Lacedaemonians, 
our  only  hope,  we  fear  that  you  are  not  to  be  defended  upon. 

58.  "  And  yet,  for  the  sake  of  the  gods  who  once  presided 
over  our  confederacy,  and  of  our  valor  in  the  cause  of  the 

1  Bloomfield,  in  hia  last  edition,  rightly  explains  cdax'^o'^^  (as  GoUer 
had  already  done),  by  comparing  the  words  of  Ammianus  ifarcellinus, 
**&me,  ignavissimo  mortis  genere,  tabescentes;"  and  observes  that  "to 
be  pined  to  death  was,  acc(»ding  to  Uie  idea  of  the  ancients,  a  death,  as 
compared  with  that  of  dyipg  with  arms  in^  one's  h^ids^  especially 
ignominious^  as  suggesting  the  idea  of  a  snared  brute  beast."  Yet  he 
inconsistently  retains  the  part  of  his  original  note,  in  which  he  objected 
to  Hobbea  rendering  the  word  by  *'  base,"  a  term  to  which  Hobbes  him- 
self doubtless  attached  the  same  meaning. 
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Greeks,  we  call  on  you  to  relent  and  change  your  mind,  if  you 
have  been  persuaded .  to  any  thing  by  t£e  Thebans ;  and  to 
ask  as  a  boon  from  them  in  return  that  they  would  not  kill 
those  whose  death  is  not  honorable  to  you ;  and  to  receive  an 
honest  gratitude  [from  us],  instead  of  a  disgriaceful  one  [from 
them] ;  and  not,  after  giving  pleasure  to  others,  to  incur  infamy 
for  it  yourselves.  For  it  is  an  easy  matter  to  take  away  our 
lives,  but  a  difficult  one  to  wipe  out  the  disgrace  of  it ;  since 
we  are  not  enemies,  that  you  should  justly  take  vengeance  on 
us,  but  men  well  disposed  toward  you,  and  who  went  to  war 
with  you  only  on  compulsion.  You  would  judge  the  case  there- 
fore rightly,  if  you  both  granted  us  personal  security,  and  con- 
sidered beforehand  that  you  received  us  by  our  own  consent, 
and  while  holding  forth  our  hands  to  you — and  the  law  of  tho 
Greeks  is  not  to  kill  such — and,  moreover,  after  our  being  ah 
along  your  benefactors.  For  look  to  the  sepulchers  of  your 
fathers,  whom,  after  being  sl^dn  by  the  Medes,  and  buried  lu 
our  country,  we  used  to  honor  every  year  at  the  public  ^xpenso 
with  both  garments  and  other  things  that  are  usual,  and  by 
■^offering  first-fruits  ot  all  that  our  land  produced  in  its  season ; 
as  friends  from  a  friendly  country,  and  as  allies  to  our  former 
companions  in  arms.  But  you  would  do  the  contrary  of  this, 
should  you  decide  unjustly.  For  consider :  Pausanias  buried 
them  with  a  conviction  that  he  was  laying  them  in  a  friendly 
land,  and  among  men  of  that  character ;  but  you,  if  you  kill 
us,  and  make  the  Platsean  territory  a  part  of  the  llieban,  what 
Js©  will  you  do  but  leave  your  fathers  and  kinsmen  in  a 
hostile  country,  and  among  their  murderers,  unhonored  with 
the  gifts  which  they  now  receive?  And  ftirther,  you  will 
condemn  to  slavery  the  land  in  which  the  Greeks  won  their 
freedom  ;  will  desolate  the  temples  of  the  gods  to  whom  they 
prayed,  before  conquering  the  Medes;  and  will  take  away 
our  ancestral*  sacrifices  from  those  who  founded  and  instituted 
them. 

69.  "  This  were  not  to  your  credit,  Lacedaemonians,  nor  to 
offend  against  the  general  principles  of  the  Greeks  and  your 
own  forefather^jior  to  destroy  us,  your  benefectors,  for  other 

*  Gottleber  and  Poppo  refer  hafievuv  as  well  as  Knadvrcjv  to  Ovotag ; 
.*rid  the  collocation  of  the  words  certamly  makes  this  the  most  natural 
mode  of  explainmg  them.  Bloomfield,  however,  denies  that  io  is  ever 
used  in  such  a  flgurative  sense,  and  maintains  that  it  can  only  refer  hero 

to  i^i)  I. 
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men's  hatred  of  us,  without  having  been  wronged  yourselves ; 
but  rather,  to  spare  us,  and  relent  in  your  hearts,  having 
taken  a  rational  pity  on  us ;  reflecting  not  only  on  the  dread- 
ful nature  of  the  things  we  should  suffer,  but  also  on  the  char- 
acter of  the  sufferers,  and  how  misfortune  admits  not  of 
calculating  on  whom  it  may  one  day  fall,  even  without  his 
deserving  it.  We  then,  as/  is  suitable  for  us,  and  as  our  need 
induces  us  to  do,  entreat  you,  with  invocations  to  the  gods 
who  are  worshiped  at  the  same  altar,  and  by  all  the  Greeks 
in  common,  that  we  may  prevail  on  you  m  these  things; 
pleading  the  oaths  which  your  fathers  swore,  we  pray  that 
you  will  not  be  unmindful  of  them :  we  beseech  you  by  your 
Others'  tombs,  and  appeal  for  aid  to  the  dead,  that  we  may 
not  come  under  the  power  of  the  Thebans,  nor  those  who  are 
dearest  to  them  be  given  up  to  those  who  are  most  hateful. 
We  remind  you,  too,  of  that  day  on  which  we  performed  ^e 
most  glorious  things  in  their  company,  and  yet  now  on  this 
day  are  in  danger  of  suffering  the  most  dreadful.  But,  to 
bring  our  speech  to  a  close — a  tiling  which  is  necessary,  and  at 
the  same  time  hard  for  men  so  circumstanced,  because  the  peril 
of  our  Hfe  approaches  with  it — we  now  say,  in  conclusion,  that 
we  did  not  surrender  our  city  to  the  Thebans  (for  before  that  we 
woukl  have  preferred  to  die  the  most  inglorious  death — ^that  of 
famine^,  but  confided  in  and  capitulated  to  you.  And  it  were 
but  fair  that,  if  we  do  not  persuade  you,  you  should  restore 
us  to  the  same  position,  and  let  us  ourselves  take  the  risk 
that  befalls  us.  At  the  same  time  we  solemnly  beseech  you 
that  we  who  are  PlataBans,  and  who  showed  the  greatest  zeal 
for  the  cause  of  the  Greeks,  may  not  be  given  up,  si^liants 
as  we  are,  out  of  your  hands  and  your  good  £aith,  Lacedeemo- 
nians,  to  Thebans,  who  are  our  bitterest  enemies;  but  that 
you  would  become  our  preservers,  and  not,  while  you  are  giv- 
ing freedom  to  the  rest  of  the  Greeks,  bring  utter  destruction 
upon  us." 

60.  To  this  effect  spoke  the  Plataeans.  The  Thebans,  fear- 
ing that  the  Lacedaemonians  might  somewhat  relent  in  conse- 
quence of  their  words,  came  forward,  and  said  that  they  also 
wished  to  address  them,  since,  contrary  to  8ieir  expectation, 
the  Plataeans  had  had  a  longer  speech  allowed  them  than  a 
simple  answer  to  the  question.  So  when  they  had  given  them 
leave,  they  spoke  as  follows : 
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61.  *^  We  should  not  have  asked  pennissioii  to  make  this  ad- 
dress, if  the  Plataeans,  on  their  part,  had  briefly  answered  the 
question  put  to  them,  and  had  not  turned  upon  us  and  delivered 
an  invective ;  while  at  the  same  time  they  made  a  loDg  defense 
of  themselves,  beyond  the  limits  of  the  present  question,  and  on 
points  that  had  never  been  the  grounds  of  any  charge,  togeth- 
et  with  a  panegyric  for  things  which  no  one  found  feult  with. 
But  as  it  is,  we  must  answer  their  accusations,  and  refute  their 
self-praises ;  that  neither  our  disgrace  nor  their  reputation  may 
assist  them,  but  that  you  may  hear  the  truth  on  both  points^ 
and  so  decide.  We  quarreled  then  with  them  in  the  &8t  in^ 
stance,  because,  on  oursettHng  Plataea  at  a  later  period  than 
the  rest  of  Boeotia,  and  some  other  places  with  it,  of  which  we 
took  possessicm  after  driving  out  their  mixed  population,  these 
men  did  not  think  fit,  as  had  l)een  first  arranged,  to  submit  to 
our  su{»%macy,  but,  apart  from  the  rest  of  the  Boeotians,  of- 
fended against  the  pnnciples  of  their  Mhers,  and  when  they 
were  being  compelled  to  observe  them,  went  over  to  the  Athe- 
nians, in  ccmjunction  with  whom  they  did  us  many  injuries,  for 
which  they  also  suffered  in  return. 

62.  ^' Again,  when  the  barbarian  came  against  Greece, 
they  say  that  liiey  were  the  only  ^art  of  the  Boeotians  that 
did  not  Medize ;  and  it  is  on  this  point  that  tiiey  most  pride 
themselves,  and  abuse  us.  But  we  say  that  they  did  not  Me- 
dizey  because  the  Athenians  did  not  either ;  but  that  in  the 
same  way,  when  the  Athenians  afterward  attacked  the  Greeks, 
they  were  the  only  people  that  Atticized.  Yet  look  in  what 
politicid  condition  we  respectively  did  this.  For  our  city  hap- 
pened at  that  time  to  be  governed  neither  by  an  oligarchy 
with  equal  laws,'  nor  by  a  democracy ;  but  what  is  most 
opposed  to  laws  and  the  best  form  of  government,  and  comes 
nearest  to  [the  rule  of]  a  tyrant,  a  dominant  party  of  a  fi3W 
individuals  had  the  administration  of  affairs.  And  so  they, 
hoping  to  hold  it  still  more  surely  if  the  cause  of  the  Mede 
were  triumphant,  kept  down  the  populace  by  force,  and  in- 
troduced.  him ;  and  the  whole  dtywas  not  its  own  mast<er 

1  "  The  term  hotmiog  relates  to  the  equality  of  all  the  citizens  With  one 
another,  as  &r  as  rSated  to  their  private  disputes  and  private  injuries; 
wheread  under  the  worst  form  of  oligardiy,  which  was  called  dvvacTTeia, 
those  who  wcire  possessed  of  politics^  power  were  also  above  the  law  in 
private  matters,  and  could  oppress  their  fellow-citizens  at  their  pleasure. 
See  Aristotle,  Politics,  iv.  6.  2." — Arnold, 
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when  it  so  acted;  nor  is  it  right  to  reproach  it  for  what 
it  did  amiss  when  not  in  the  enjoyment  of  its  laws.  At  any 
rate,  after  the  Mede  had  retreated,  and  it  had  regained  its 
laws,  you  ought  to  consider,  that  when  the  Athenians  siihse- 
quently  attacked  the  rest  of  Greece,  and  endeavored  to  bring 
our  country  under  their  powar,  and  by  the  aid  of  &ction  were 
already  in  possession  of  the  greater  part  of  it,  w«  fought  and 
conquered  them  at  Coronea,  and  hberated  Boeotia,  and  are 
now  heartily  joining  in  the  liberation  of  the  other  states,  by 
furnishing  horses,  and  such  a  force  as  no  other  of  the  allies 
do.  "WiUi  regard  then  to  our  Medizing,  such  is  the  defense  we 
make. 

63.  ^^  But  that  it  is  yott,  [Plats^ans,]  who  have  both  done  more 
injury  to  Greece,  and  are  more  deserving  of  extreme  punish- 
ment, we  will  now  attempt  to  prove.  It  was  for  vengeance 
against  us,  you  say,  that  you  became  allies  and  fellow-citizens 
of  the  Athenians.  Then  you  ought  to  have  introduced  Ihem 
for  aid  against  us  alone,  and  not  to  have  joined  with  them  in 
attacking  others ;  such  a  course  having  certainly  been  open  to 
you,  in  case  of  your  being  at  all  led  on  by  the  Athenians 
against  your  will,  since  the  confederacy  against  the  Mede  had 
already  been  formed  by  these  Lacedemonians  here,  which  you 
yourselves  bring  forward  most  prominently  [in  your  own  de- 
fense]. Surely  this  was  strong  enouffh  to  divert  us  from  attack^ 
ing  you,  and  what  is  the  greatest  advantage,  to  enable  you  to 
take  counsel  in  security.  But  of  your  own  accord,  and  not  by 
compulsion,  you  still  took  the  part  of  the  Athenians  by  pref- 
erence. And  you  say  that  it  had  been  base  for  you  to  beteay 
your  benefactors :  but  much  more  base  and  criminal  was  it  so 
utterly  to  betray  the  whole  body  of  the  Greeks,  with  whom  you 
confederated,  than  to  give  up  the  Athenians  alone,  who  were 
enslaving  Greece,  while  the  others  were  its  liberators.  And  it 
was  no  equal  return  of  favor  that  you  made  them,  nor  one  free 
from  disgrace.  For  you  introduced  them,  as  you  say,  when  you 
were  being  injured ;  but  you  became  co-operators  with  them  in 
injuring  others.  And  yet  not  to  return  equal  favors  is  more 
disgraceful  than  to  £ul  in  those  which,  though  justly  due,  will 
be  returned  in  furtherance  of  injustice. 

64.  "  You  showed  then  plainly,  that  not  even  at  that  time 
was  it  for  the  sake  of  the  Greeks  that  you  alone  did  not  Medize, 
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but  because  the  Athenians  did  not  either,  and  because  you 
wished  to  side  with  them,  and  against  the  rest.  And  now  you 
claim  to  derive  assistance  from  the  circumstances  in  which  you 
acted  well  through  the  influence  of  others.  That  however  is 
not  reasonable ;  but  as  you  chose  the  Athenians,  stand  the  brunt 
of  the  struggle  with  them,  and  do  not  bring  forward  the  league 
that  was  then  made,  as  though  you  ought  to  be  spared  from 
regard  to  that  For  you  deserted  it,  and  in  violation  of  it  joined 
in  enslaving  the  .^£ginetans,  and  some  others  who  had  entered 
into  it,  rather  than  prevented  their  being  enslaved ;  and  that 
too  not  against  your  will,  but  while  enjoying  the  same  laws  as 
you  have  to  the  present  time,  and  without  any  one's  compelling 
you,  as  they  did  us.  Besides,  the  last  proposal  made  to  you 
before  you  were  blockaded,  that  you  should  remain  unmolested 
on  condition  of  your  aiding  neither  side,  you  did  not  accept 
Who,  then,  could  be  more  justly  hated  by  the  Greeks  than 
you,  who  assumed  an  honorable  bearing  for  their  injury  ?  And 
the  goodness  which  you  say  you  oace  exhibited,  you  have  now 
shown  to  be  not  your  proper  character;  but  what  your  nature 
always  wished,  has  been  truly  proved  against  you ;  for  you  ac* 
companied  the  Athenians  when  they  were  walking  in  the  path 
of  injustice.  With  regard  then  to  our  involuntary  Medizinp, 
and  your  voluntary  AtticUsing^  such  are  the  proofs  we  have  to 
offer. 

66.  "  As  for  the  last  injuries  which  you  say  that  you  receive 
cd,  namely,  that  we  came  against  your  city  in  time  of  peace  and 
at  a  holy  time  of  the  month,  we  are  of  opinion  that  neither  in 
this  point  did  we  act  more  wrongly  than  you.  If,  indeed,  we 
came  against  your  city  by  our  own  design,  and  fought,  and 
ravaged  the  land  as  enemies,  we  are  guilty.  But  if  men  who 
were  the  first  among  you,  both  in  property  and  family,  wishing 
to  stop  you  from  your  foreign  connection,  and  restore  you  to 
your  hereditary  pnnciples  common  to  all  the  Boeotians,  volun^ 
tarily  called  us  to  their  aid,  how  are  we  guilty  ?  For  it  is 
those  who  lead  tiiat  are  the  transgressors,  rather  than  l^ose 
who  follow  *  But  neither  did  they  do  wrong,  in  our  judgment, 
nor  did  we ;  but  being  citizens,  like  yourselves,  and  having  more 
at  stake,  by  opening  their  walls  to  us  and  introducing  us  into 

^  Betorting  the  remark  of  the  Platsoans,  ch.  55.  5,  ovx  ol  ino^ievot 
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their  city  in  a  friendly,  not  in  a  hostile,  manner,  they  wished 
the  bad  among  you  no  longer  to  become  worse/  and  the  good 
to  have  their  deserts;  being  reformers  of  your  principles, 
and  not  depriving  the  state  of  your  p^'sons,  but  restoring  you 
to  your  kinsmen;  making  you  foes  to  no  one,  but  mends 
alike  to  all. 

66.  "  And  we  gave  you  a  pro<^  of  our  not  having  acted  in 
a  hostile  manner ;  for  we  injured  no  one,  but  made  proclama- 
tion that  whoever  wished  to  be  governed  according  to  the 
hereditary  principles  of  all  the  Boeotians,  should  come  over  to 
us.  And  you  gladly  came,  and  made  an  agreem^it  with  us,  and 
remained  quiet  at  first;  but  afterward,  when  you  perceived 
that  we  were  few  in  number,  even  supposing  mat  we  might 
be  thought  to  have  acted  somewhat  unfairly  in  entering  your 
city  without  the  consent  of  your  populace,  you  did  not  re- 
quite us  in  the  same  manner — by  not  proceeding  to  extreme 
measures  in  action,  but  persuading  us  by  words  to  retire — but 
you  attacked  us  in  violation  of  your  agreement  And  as  for 
those  whom  you  slew  in  battle,  we  do  not  grieve  for  them  so 
much  (for  they  snared  according  to  law — of  a  certain  kind) ; 
but  in  the  case  of  those  whom  you  lawlessly  butchered  while 
holding  forth  their  hands,  and  when  you  had  given  them 
quarter,  and  had  subsequently  promised  us  not  to  kill  them, 
how  can  you  deny  that  you  acted  atrociously?  And  now, 
after  having  perpetrated  in  a  short  time  these  three  crimes — 
the  breach  of  your  agreement,  the  subsequent  murder  of  the 
men,  and  the  falsification  of  your  promise  not  to  kill  them,  in 
case  we  did  no  injury  to  your  property  in  the  country — ^you 
still  ass^  that  it  is  we  who  are  the  transgressors ;  and  your- 
selves claim  to  escape  paying  the  penalty  for  your  crimes.  Ko, 
not  if  these  your  judges  come  to  a  right  decision ;  but  for  all 
of  them  shall  you  be  punished. 

07.  "And  now,  Lacedaemonians,  it  is  with  this  view  that 
we  have  gone  so  fer  into  these  subjects — ^both  with  reference 
to  you  and  to  ourselves— that  you  may  know  that  you  will 
justly  pass  sentence  on  them,  and  we^  that  we  have  still  more 

'  ».  «.,  understanding  x^lpovc  again  after /mAAov,  as  Poppo  explains  it. 
Bloomfield  supposes  that  fiuTiXov  here  assumes  the  nature  of  an  adjec- 
tive ;  and  thus  fiuXXov  yeveadat  will  mean,  "  to  be  uppermost,"  to  havo 
the  upper  hand—"  to  be  [in  power]  rather  than  others."  But  the  pass- 
age which  he  quotes,  ch.  82.  2,  as  an  instance  of  such  a  usage,  is  not,  I 
think,  suflQciently  parallel  to  justify  this  interpretation. 
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righteouriy  been  avenged  on  them;  and  that  you  may  not  re- 
lent on  hearmg  of  their  virtnes  in  times  long  gone  by  (if,  in^ 
deed,  they  ever  had  any) ;  for  though  these  ought  to  be  of 
service  to  the  injured,  to  such  es  are  doing  any  thmg  base  they 
should  be  a  reason  for  doi^le  puni^imeait,  because  they  do 
amiss  in  opposition  to  their  proper  character.  Nor  let  them 
derive  benefit  &om  their  kmentationB  and  pitiful  Wailing, 
while  they  appeal  to  the  tombs  of  your  fathers  and  their  own 
destitution*    For  we  show  you,  on  the  other  hand,  that  our 

S^outh  who  were  butchered  by  them  received  fax  more  dread- 
iil  treatment;  some  of  whose  fsthers  fell  at  Oorimea,  in 
bringing  BoeotiB  into .ccmneetion  with  you;  while  others,  left 
lonely  in  their  old  age,  and  their  houses  desolate,  prefer  to  you 
a  far  n^ore  just  request  hr  vei^eance  aa  these  men.  And 
with  regard  to  pity,  it  is  those  men  who  suffer  undeservedly 
that  better  deserve  to  receive  it ;  but  those  who  suffer  justly, 
as  these  do,  deserve,  on  the  eontrary,  to  be  rejoiced  over. 
TheiT  present  destitution^  then,  they  have  incurred  by  their 
own  conduct;  for  they  wilfdlly  rejected  the  better  idUance* 
Nor  did  they  thus  outrage  aU  law  in  consequence  of  having 
first  suffered  at  our  hands,  but  from  deddii:^  under  the  influ- 
ence of  hatred,  rather  than  of  justice.  And  they  have  not  now 
given  us  proportionate  satisfaction  for  their  mmes;  for  they 
will  suffer  by  a  legal  sentence,  and  not  while  holding  forth 
their  hands  after  bittle,  as  they  say,  but  after  suirendering 
to  you  on  definite  terms  to  lake  their  trial.  Avei^  therefore, 
LacedaBmonians,  the  law  of  the  Greeks  which  has  l^n  violated 
by  these  men.  And  to  us  who  have  been  treated  in  contempt 
of  all  law  return  a  due  gratitude  for  the  zeal  we  have  shown ; 
and  let  us  not  lose  our  place  in  your  fevor  through  their  words^ 
but  give  the  Greeks  a  proof  that  you  will  nqt  institute  contests 
of  words,  but  of  deeds ;  for  which  a  short  statement  is  suf- 
ficient when  they  are  good;  but  when  they  are  done  amiss, 
harangues  dressed  out  with  imposing  language  serve  as  vails  for 
them.  But  if  ruling  states  should,  like  you  in  the  present  in- 
stance, summarily  pronounce  their  decisions  on  all  offenders, 
men  would  be  less  disposed  to  seek  for  fine  words  as  a  screen 
for  unjust  actions  " 

68.  To  this  effect  then  spoke  the  Thebans.  The  Lacedae- 
monian fudges,  thinking  that  the  question,  "Whether  they 
had  received  any  service  from  them  during  the  war,"  would 
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be  a  fair  one  for  them  to  put,  because  they  had  all  along  re- 
quested them,  as  they  said,  to  remain  quiet  according  to  the 
original  covenant  of  Pausandas,  after  the  [retreat  of  the] 
Mede ;  and  when  afterward  they  made  to  them  the  proposal 
which  they  did  before  th^  were  besieged — to  be  neutral,  ac- 
cording to  the  terms  of  that  compact — in  consequence  of  their 
not  receiving  it,  they  considered  that  on  the  strength  of  their 
own  just  wish  they  were  now  released  from  covenant  with 
them,  and  had  recced  evil  at  their  hands.  Accordingly, 
bringing  each  of  them  forward,  and  asking  the  same  question, 
"WbetSer  they  had  done  the  Lacedaemonians  and  allies  any 
service  in  the  war,"  when  they  said  they  had  not,  they  led 
them  away  and  killed  them,  not  exciting  one.  Of  the  Pla- 
tseans  themselves ;  they  slew  not  less  than  two  hundred,  and 
of  the  Athenians  twenty-five,  who  were  besieged  with  them ; 
the  women  th^  sold  as  slaves.  As  for  the  city,  the  Thebans 
gave  it  for  about  a  year  to  some  of  the  Meg^reans  to  inhabit, 
who  had  been  banished  by  party  influence,  and  to  such  of  the 
Plataeans  on  their  own  side  as  still  survived.  Afterward  they 
razed  the  whole  of  it  to  the  ground,  from  the  very  foundations, 
and  built  to  the  sacated  preanct  of  Juno  an  inn  two  hundred 
feet  square,  with  rooms  all  round,  above  and  below,  making 
use  of  the  roofs  and  doors  of  the  Plataeans ;  and  with  the  rest 
of  the  ftimiture,  in  brass  and  iron,  that  was  within  the  wall,* 
they  made  couches  and  dedicated  them  to  Juno,  building  also 
in  her  honor  a  stone  chapel  of  one  hundred  feet  square.  The 
land  they  confiscated,  and  let  out  for  ten  years,  its  occupiers 
being  Thebans.    And  nearly  throughout  the  whole  business  it 

'  Or,  as  Bloomfield  and  GoUer  render  it,  "  whatever  movable  materials 
there  were  in  the  wall;"  referring  to  the  metal  (tramps  by  which  the. 
coping-stones  were  fastened.  But  though  lead  and  iron  are  mentioned 
as  having  been  used  for  that  purpose  (see  I.  p.  93.  6),  they  do  not  bring 
forward  any  instance  of  Irasa  having  been  t»ed  with  them ;  nor  does  it 
seem  probable  tiiat  such  would  be  the  case.  I  have  therefore  followed 
Poppo,  Haack,  and  others,  in  supposing,  that  as  the  wood-^work  in  the 
new  building  was  taken  from  the  houses  in  the  town,  a  similar  use  was 
made  of  the  iron  and  brass  implements,  which  must  also  surely  have 
been  found  there.  At  least  it  is  very  difficult  to  imagine,  with  GroUer, 
that  they  had  been  all  used  up  by  the  garrison  during  the  siege.  And 
instead  of  the  opposition  whidi  he  says  is  intended  between  the  wood  in 
the  house  and  tne  metal  in  the  wall,  the  use  of  the  uX^oig  appears  rather 
to  imply  that  the  rafters,  doors,  and  metal  implements,  were  aU  taken 
from  the  same  quarter. 

9* 
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was  on  account  of  the  Thebans  that  the  Lacedaemonians  were 
80  averse  to  the  Platseans ;  for  they  considered  them  to  be  of 
service  for  the  war  which  had  then  but  recently  broken  out. 
Such  then  was  the  end  of  Platsea,  in  the  ninety-third  year 
after  they  became  allies  of  the  Athenians. 

69.  Now  the  forty  ships  of  the  Peloponnesians  which  had 
gone  to  the  relief  of  the  Lesbians  (and  which  were  ^yingy  at 
the  time  we  referred  to  them,  across  the  open  sea,  and  were 
pursued  by  the  Athenians,  and  caught  in  a  storm  off  Crete, 
and  from  that  point  had  been  dispersed),  on  reaching  the 
Peloponnese,  found  at  Cyllene  thirteen  ships  of  the  Leucadians 
and  Ambraciots,  with  Brasidas  son  of  Tellis,  who  had  lately 
arrived  as  counselor  to  Alcidas.  For  the  Lacedaemonians 
wished^  as  they  had  £uled  in  saving  Lesbos,  to  make  their  fleet 
more  numerous,  and  to  sail  to  Corcyra,  which  was  in  a  state  of 
sedition ;  as  the  Athenians  were  stationed  at  Naupactus  with 
only  twelve  ships ;  and  in  order  that  they  might  have  the  start 
of  them,  before  any  larger  fleet  reinforced  them  from  Athens. 
So  Brasidas  and  Alcidas  proceeded  to  make  preparations  for 
these  measures. 

To.  For  the  Corcyraeans  began  their  sedition  on  the  return 
home  of  the  prisoners  taken  in  the  sea-fights  off  Epidamnus, 
who  had  been  sent  back  by  the  Corinthians,  nominally  on  the 
security  of  eight  hundred  taients  given  for  them  by  their 
proxeni^  but  in  reality,  because  they  had  consented  to  bring 
over  Corcjrra  to  the  Corinthians.  These  men  then  were  in- 
triguing, by  visits  to  each  of  the  citizens,  to  cause  the  revolt 
of  the  city  from  the  Athenians.  On  the  arrival  of  a  ship  from 
Athens  and  another  from  Corinth,  with  envoys  on  board,  and 
on  their  meeting  for  a  conference,  the  Corcyraeans  voted  to 
continue  allies  of  the  Athenians  according  to  their  agreement, 
but  to  be  on  friendly  terms  with  the  Peloponnesians,  as  they 
had  formerly  been.  Now  there  was  one  Pithias,  a  volunteer* 
proxentis  of  the  Athenians,  and  the  leader  of  the  popular 
party ;  him  these  men  brought  to  trial,  on  a  charge  of  en- 
slaving Corcyra  to  the  Athenians.  Having  been  acquitted, 
he  brought  to  trial  in  return  the  five  richest  individuals  of 

1  «.  e.,  an  individual  whom  of  his  own  accord  took  upon  himself  to  look 
after  ihe  interests  of  any  particular  foreign  nation,  withont  being  recog- 
nized by  that  peoide,  and  having  his  appointment  entered  in  the  public 
records.  Or  as  Bikskh.  thinks,  without  being  publicly  appointed  by  his 
own  country.    See  note  on  II.  29.  1. 
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their  party,  charging  them  with  cutting  stakes  in  the  ground 
sacred  to  Jupiter  and  to  [the  hero]  Alcinous;  the  penalty 
affixed  being  a  stater  for  every  stake.  When  they  had  been 
convicted,  ami,  owing  to  the  amount  of  the  penalty,  were  sit- 
ting as  suppliants  in  the  temples,  that  they  might  be  allowed 
to  pay  it  by  installments,  Pithias,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
council  also,  persuades  that  body  to  enforce  to  law.  So  when 
they  were  excludied  from  all  hope  by  the  severity  of  the  law, 
and  at  the  same  time  heard  that  Pithias  was  likely,  while  he  was 
still  in  the  council,  to  persuade  the  populace  to  nold  as  friends 
and  foes  the  same  as  the  Athenians  did,  they  conspired  to- 
gether, and  took  daggers,  and,  having  suddenly  entered  the 
council,  assasdnated  Fithias  and  others,  both  counselors  and 
private  persons,  to  the  number  of  sixty.  Some  few,  however, 
of  the  same  party  as  Pithias,  took  refuge  on  board  the  Athe- 
nian trireme,  which  was  still  there. 

71.  Having  perpetrated  this  deed,  and  summoned  the  Oor- 
cyrseans  to  an  assembly,  they  told  them  that  this  was  the  best 
thing  for  them,  and  that  so  they  would  be  least  in  danger  of 
being  enslaved  by  the  Athenians;  and  they  moved,  mat  in 
future  they  should  receive  neither  party,  except  coming  in  a 
quiet  manner  with  a  single  ship,  but  should  consider  a  larger 
force  as  hostile.  As  they  moved,  so  also  they  compelled  them 
to  adopt  their  motion.  They,  likewise  sent  immediately  em- 
bassadors to  Athens,  to  show,  respecting  what  had  been  done, 
that  it  was  for  their  best  interests,  and  to  prevail  on  the  refu- 
gees there  to  adopt  no  measure  prejudicial  to  them,  that  there 
might  not  be  any  reaction. 

72.  On  their  arrival,  the  Athenians  arrested  as  revolution- 
ists both  the  embassadors  and  all  who  were  persuaded  by 
them,  and  lodged  them  in  custody  in  JSgina.  In  the  mean 
time,  on  the  arrival  of  a  Corinthian  ship  and  some  Lacedae- 
monian envoys,  the  dominant  party  of  the  Gorcyra^ms  at- 
tacked the  commonalty,  and  defeated  them  in  battle.  When 
night  came  on,  the  commons  took  refuge  in  the  citadel,  and  on 
the  eminences  in  the  city,  and  there  established  themselves  in 
a  body,  having  possession  also  of  the  Hyllaio  harbor ;  while 
the  other  party  occupied  the  market-place,  where  most  of  them 
dwelt,  with  the  harbor  adjoining  it,  looking  toward  the  mainland* 

73.  The  next  day  they  hi^  a  few  skirmishes,  and  both 
parties  sent  about  into  the  country,  inviting  the  slaves,  and 
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ofEenng  them  freedom*  The  grater  part  of  them  joined  the 
conmions  as  allies ;  while  the  other  party  was  remforced  hy 
eight  hundred  auxiliaries  from  the  continent 

14,  After  the  interval  of  a  day,  a  battle  was  again  foughtj 
and  the  commons  gained  the  victcny,  having  the  advantage 
both  in  strength  of  positi<m  and  in  numbers :  the  women  also 
boldly  assisted  them,  throwing  at  the  enemy  with  the  tiling 
from  the  houses,  and  standing  the  brunt  of  the  melee  beyond 
what  could  have  been  exped^  from  their  nature.  About 
twilight  the  rout  of  the  oligarchical  party  was  e£^ted ;  and 
fearing  that  the  commons  mi^t  carry  the  arsemd  at  the  first 
assault,  and  put  them  to  the  sword,  they  fired  the  houses 
round  about  ^e  market^ace,  and  the  lodging-houses,  to  stop 
their  advance,  sparing  neither  their  own  nor  other  peo{de's ; 
so  diat  much  property  belcmging  to  the  merchants  was  con- 
sumed, and  the  whole  city  was  in  danger  of  being;  destroyed^ 
if,  in  addition  to  the  fire,  there  had  been  a  wind  Idowing  on  it 
After  ceasing  from  the  engagement,  both  sides  remained  quiet, 
and  kept  guard  during  the  night  On  victory  declaring  for  this 
conmions,  the  Corintman  ship  stole  out  to  sea ;  while  the  greater 
part  of  the  auxiliaries  passed  over  unobserved  to  the  oontin^it 

76.  The  day  following,  Nicostratus  son  of  Diitrephes,  a 
general  of  the  Athenians,  came  to  their  assistance  from  Nau- 
pactus  with  twelve  ships  and  five  hundred  heavy-armed,  and 
wished  to  negotiate  a  settlement,  persuading  them  to  agree 
with  each  other  to  bring  to  trial  the  ten  chief  authors  of  tho 
sedition  (who  immediately  fled),  and  for  the  rest  to  dwell  in 
peace,  having  made  an  arrangement  with  each  other,  and  with 
the  Athenians,  to  have  the  same  foes  and  friends.  After 
effectii^  this  he  was  going  to  sail  away ;  but  the  leaders  of 
the  commons  urged  him  to  leave  them  five  of  his  ships,  that 
their  adversaries  might  be  less  on  the  move ;  and  they  would 
themselves  man  and  send  with  him  an  equal  number  of  theirs. 
He  consented  to  do  so,  and  they  proceeded  to  enlist  their  adr 
v^*saries  for  the  ships.  Hiey,  fearing  that  they  should  be  sent 
off  to  Athens,  seated  themselves  [as  suppHaaits]  in  the  temple  of 
the  Dioscuri ;  while  Nicostratus  was  trjring  to  persuade  them 
to  rise,  and  to  encourage  them.  When  he  did  not  prevail  on 
them,  the  commons,  having  armed  themselves  on  this  pretext, 
alleged  that  they  had  no  good  intentiouA,  [as  was  evident]  from 
their  mistrust  in  not  sailing  with  them ;  ^nd  removed  their  arms 
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ft€m.  ^ek  houses,  and  wooki  iiave  dispatofaed  some  ot  them 
whom  they  met  with,  if  NicostratQs  had  not  previeiited  it. 
The  rest,  seemg  what  was  gcmg  on,  seated  themselves  as  sup- 
pliants in  the  temple  of  Juno,  &eir  number  amounting  to  not 
less  than  four  hmKhred.  But  the  conmions  being  afbud  of  their 
making  some  new  attempt,  persuaded  them  to  rise,  and  trans- 
^»T0d  them  to  the  iriand  in  front  of  the  temple,  and  prbvisions 
w^e  sent  over  there  for  ihera. 

^6.  When  the  sediticm  was  at  this  point,  on  the  fourth  or 
fifth  day  aftar  ^be  transfer  of  the  men  to  Ihe  island,  the  ships 
of  the  Pelop^mesiaDS,  three-and-My  in  number,  came  up  from 
Gyllene,  having  been  stationed  there  since  tbeit*  return  from 
Ionia.  The  ooramaader  of  them,  as  before,  was  Alcidas,  Brasidas 
sailing  with  him  as  counselor.  Afteir  eoming  to  andior  at 
Sybota,  a  port  on  the  mainland,  as  soon  as  it  was  morning  they 
sailed  toward  Goreyra. 

'77.  The  Oorcyreeans,  being  in  great  confusion,  and  alarmed 
both  at  the  state  of  things  in  the  city  and  at  the  advance  of  the 
enemy,  at  once  proceeded  to  equip  sixty  vessels,  and  to  send 
them  out^  as  they  were  successively  manned,  against  the  enemy ; 
though  the  Athemaos  advised  th^n  to  let  them  sail  out  first, 
and  afiberward  to  fdlow  themselves  with  all  their  ships  together. 
On  their  vessels  coming  up  to  ihe  enemy  in  this  scattered  man- 
ner, two  immedii^ly  went  over  to  them,  while  in  others  the 
crews  were  fighting  among  themselves,  and  there  was  no  order 
in  their  measures.  The  Pel^K»mesians,  seeing  their  confusion, 
drew  up  twenty  of  their  ships  against  the  Corcyrseans, 
and  the  remainder  against  the  twelve  of  the  Athenians, 
among  which  were  the  two  celebrated  vessels,  Salaminia  and 
Paralus. 

78.  The  Corcyrseans,  coming  to  the  attack  in  bad  order, 
and  by  few  ships  at  a  time,  were  distressed  through  their  own 
arrangements;  while  the  Athenians  fearing  the  enemy's 
numbers  and  the  chance  of  their  surrounding  them,  did  not 
attack  their  whole  fleet,  or  even  the  center  of  the  division 
opposed  to  themselves,  but  took  it  in  flank,  and  sunk  one  ship. 
After  this,  when  the  Peloponnesians  had  formed  in  a  circle, 
they  began  to  sail  round  them,  and  endeavored  to  throw  them 
into  confusion.  The  division  which  was  opposed  to  the  Corcy- 
rseans perceiving  this,  and  fearing  that  the  same  thing  might 
happen  as  had  at  Naupactus,  advanced  to  their  support     ThuR 
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the  whole  unit^  fleet  simultaneoTitlf  attacked  the  Athemans, 
who  now  began  to  retire,  rowing  astern ;  at  the  same  time  wish- 
ing the  vessels  of  the  Corcyraeans  to  retceat  first,  while  they 
themselves  drew  off  as  leisurely  as  possible,  and  while  the 
enemy  were  still  ranged  against  ^m.  The  sea-fight  then,  hav-* 
ing  been  of  this  character,  ended  at  son-set 

79.  The  Oorcyraeans,  fearing  that  the  enemy,  on  the  strength 
of  his  victory,  might  sail  against  the  city,  and  either  rescue  the 
men  in  the  island,  or  proceed  to  some  other  violent  measures, 
carried  the  men  over  again  to  the  sanctuaiy  of  Juno,  and  kept 
the  city  under  guard.  The  Peloponnesians,  however,  thou^ 
victorious  in  the  engagement,  did  not  dare  to  sail  against  the 
city,  but  withdrew  with  thirteen  of  the  Corcyr«ean  vessels  to 
the  continent,  whence  they  had  put  out  The  next  day  they 
advanced  none  the  more  against  the  city,  though  the  inhabit- 
ants were  in  great  confusion,  and  though  Brasidas,  it  is  said, 
advised  Alcidas  to  do  so,  but  was  not  equal  to  him  in  authority; 
but  they  landed  on  the  promontory  of  Leudnne,  and  ravaged 
the  country, 

80.  Meanwhile,  the  commons  of  the  OoKyrsans,  being  very 
muoh  alarmed  lest  the  fleet  should  sail  against  them,  entered 
into  negotiation  with  the  suppliants  and  the  rest  for  the  preserv- 
ation of  the  city.  And  some  of  them  they  peisiaded  to  go 
on  board  the  ships ;  for  [notwitJistanding  the  general  dismay] 
they  still  manned  thirty  m  expectation  of  the  enemy's  advance 
against  them.  But  the  PelopcHinesians,  after  ravaging  the  land 
till  mid«day,  sailed  away:  and  at  night-fall  &e  approach 
of  sixty  Athenian  ships  from  Leucas  w»  signaled  to  them, 
which  ^e  Athenians  had  sent  with  Eurymedon  son  of  Thudes, 
as  commander,  on  hearing  of  the  sedition,  and  of  the  fleet 
about  to  go  to  Corcyra  wiSi  Alcidas. 

81.  The  Peloponnesians  then  immediately  proceeded  home- 
ward by  night  with  all  haste,  passing  along  shore ;  and  hav- 
ing hauled  their  ships  over  the  isthmus  of  Leuoas,  that  tibey 
might  not  be  seen  doubling  it,  they  sailed  back.  The  Oorcy- 
raeans, on  learning  the  approach  of  the  Athenian  fleet  and  the 
retreat  of  the  enemy,  took  and  brought  into  the  city  the  Mes- 
senians,  who  before  had  been  without  the  walls :  and  having 
ordered  the  ships  they  had  manned  to  sail  round  into  the 
Hyllaic  harbor,  while  they  were  going  round,  they  put  to 
death  any  of  tiieir  opponents  they  might  have  happened  to 
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seize :  and  afi^rwsrd  di^Mitcbed,  as  they  landed  them  from  the 
ships,  all  that  they  had  persuaded  to  go  on  board.  They  also 
went  to  the  sanctuary  of  Juno,  and  persuaded  about  fifty  men 
to  take  their  trial,  and  condemned  them  all  to  death.  The 
minority  of  the  suppliants  who  had  not  been  prevailed  on  by 
them,  when  they  saw  what  was  being  done,  slew  one  another 
there  on  the  sacred  ground;  while  some  hanged  tl^mselves 
on  the  trees,  and  others  destroyed  themselves  as  they  severally 
could.  Ihtriiig  seven  days  that  Eurymedon  staid  after  his 
arrival  with  sixty  ships,  the  Oorcyraeans  were  butchering  those 
of  their  countjymen  whom  they  thought  hostile  to  them; 
bringing  their  accusations,  indeed,  against  those  only  who  w«re 
for  piitting  down  the  democracy;  but  some  were  slain  for 
private  dimity  also,  and  others  for  money  owed  them  by 
those  who  had  borrowied  it  Every  mode  of  death  was  thus 
had  recourse  to ;  and  whatever  ordinarily  happens  in  such  a 
state  of  things,  all  happened  then,  and  still  more.  For  &ther 
murdered  son,  and  they  were  dra^red  out  of  the  sanctuaries,  or 
slain  in  them ;  while  in  that  of  Bacchus  some  were  walled  up 
and  perished.  So  savagely  did  the  sedition  proceed;  while  it  ap- 
peared to  do  so  all  the  more  fitnn  its  being  among  the  eariiest. 
82.  For  afterward,  even  the  whole  of  Greece,  so  to  say, 
was  oonvidBed ;  strusj^es  being  every  where  made  by  the 
popular  leaders  to  cul  in  the  Adienians,  by  the  oligarchical 
party^  the  Lacedemonians.  Now  they  would  have  had  no 
pretext  for  calling  them  in,  nor  have  been  prepared  to  do  so, 
m  time  of  peace.^  But  when  pressed  by  war,  and  when  an  al- 
hanoe  also  was  maintained  by  both  parties  for  the  injury  of 
Uieir  opponents  and  for  their  own  gain  therefrom,  occasions 
of  inviting  them  were  easily  supj^ied  to  such  as  wished  to 
effect  any  revolution.     And  many  dreadful  things  befell  the 

*  "Here,  as  in  I.  36.  3,  the  participle  and  the  finite  verb  are  made  to 
answer  to  each  other,  oiK  dv  ix6vTuv~^iropi^ovTo,  whereas  it  shotild 
have  been  either  ovk  dv  elxov  npoifMaiV'^iTopiiovrot  or  ovk  uv  ixovrav-^^ 
tQv  inayayOv  iropiCofiiviJv" — Arnold,  The  only  way  to  avoid  this  con- 
fusion of  constructions  would  bo  to  understand  ix^vruv  and  kroificjv 
again  after  iroXeftovfiivuv.  **  And  as  they  would  have  had  no  pretext 
for  calling  them  in,  nor  have  been  prepared  to  do  it,  in  time  of  peace,  but 
were  so  in  time  of  war— occasions  of  inviting  them  were  easily  supplied, 
when  this  war  had  broken  out"  But  from  the  fact  of  no  oommentator 
(so  far  as  I  am  aware)  having  adopted  this  method,  there  are  probably 
greater  objections  to  it  than,  I  confess,  present  themselves  to  my  own 
mind. 
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cities  thro^gh  this  sediUoai,  which  occur,  and  will  always  do 
so,  as  long  as  humaa  nature  is  the  same,  but*  in  a  more  violent 
or  milder  form,  and  yarying  in  their  phenomena^  as  tho  several 
variations  of  circumstances  may  in  each  case  present  them* 
selves.  For  in  peace  and  prosperity  both  communities  and 
individuals  have  better  feelings,  through  not  falling  into 
urgent^  needs ;  whereas  war  by  taking  away  the  free  simply 
of  daily  wants  is  a  violent  master,  and  assimilates  most  men'e 
tempers  to  their  present  condition.  The  states  then  were 
thus  torn  by  sedition,  and  the  later  instances  of  it  in  any  part, 
from  having  heard  what  had  been  done  before,  exhibited 
largely  an  excessive  refinement  of  ideas,  both  in  the  emi* 
nent  cunning  of  their  plans,  and  the  monstrous  cruelty  of 
their  vengeance.  The  ordinary  meaning  of  words  was  changed 
by  them  as  they  thought  proper.  For  reckless  daring  was  re- 
garded as  courage  that  is  true  to  its  friends ;  prudent  delay,  as 
specious  cowardice;  moderation  as  a  cloak  for  unnmnliness; 
bei^g  intelligent  in  every  thing,  as  being  usefril  for  nothing. 
Frantic  violence  was  assigned  to  the  manly  character ;  cautious 
plotting  was  considered  a  specious  excuse^  for  declining  the 
contest  The  advocate  for  cruel  measures  was  always  trusted ; 
while  his  opponent  was  suspected.  He  that  plotted  against 
another,  if  successful,  was  redconed  dever ;  he  that  suspected 
a  plot,  still  cleverer ;  but  he  that  forecasted  iot  escaping  the 
necessity  of  all  such  things,  was  regarded  as  (me  who  bi^ke 
up  his  party,  and  was  afraid  of  his  adversaries.  In  a  wcmi, 
the  man  was  commended  who  anticipated  one.  going  to  do  an 
evil  deed,  or  who  persuaded  it  to  one  who  had  no  thought  of 
it.  Moreover,  kindred  became  a  tie  less  close  than  party,  be* 
cause  the  latter  was  more  ready  for  unscrupulous  audacity. 
For  such  associations  have  nothing  to  do  with  any  benefit 
from  established  laws,  but  are  formed  in  opposition  to  those 
institutions  by  a  spirit  of  rapacity.  Again,  their  mutual  grounds 
of  confidence  they  confirmed  not  so  much  by  any  reference  to 
the  divine  law  as  by  fellowship  in  some  act  of  lawlessness. 
The  fair  professions  of  their  adversaries  they  received  with  a 
cautious  eye  to  their  actions,  if  they  were  stronger  than  them- 

*  For  a  similar  use  of  frnXXoVf  compare  IV.  19.  7,  clre  Kal  iKwoXiopKr;- 

*  Literally  "compulsoiy,"  i  c,  which  compel  a  man  to  do  what  he 
would  otherwise  not  think  ot 
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selves,  aDd  not  with  a  spirit  of  gelien>sity.  To  be  avenged 
on  another  was  deemed  of  greater  consequence  than  to  escape 
being  first  injured  one's  sel£  As  for  oaths,  if  in  any  case  ex- 
changed with  a  view  to  reconciliation,  being  taken  by  either 
pMty  with,  regard  to  their  immediate  necessity,  they  only  held 
good  so  l<«g  as  they  had  no  resources  from  any  other  quarter ; 
but  he  that  first,  when  occasion  offered,  took  courage  [to  break 
them],  if  he  saw  his  enemy  off  his  guard,  wreaked  his  ven- 
geance on  him  with  greater  pleasure  for  his  confidence,  than  he 
would  have  done  in  an  open  manner;  taking  into  account 
both  the  safety  of  the  plan,  and  the  fact  that  by  taking  a 
treacherous  advantage  of  him  he  also  w(m  a  prize  iot  clever- 
ness. And  the  majority  of  men,  when  dishonesty  mofe  easily 
get  the  name  of  talented,  than,  when  simple,  tliat  of  good; 
and  of  the  one  they  are  a^amed,  while  of  the  other  they  are 
proud.  Now  the  cause  of  all  these  things  was  power  ptirsued 
for  the  gratification  of  covetousness  and  ambition,  and  the 
consequent  violence  of  partbs  when  once  ei^aged  in  conten- 
ti<m.  For  the  leaders  in  the  cities,  having  a  specious  profes- 
sion on  each  side,  putting  forward,  respectively,  tiie  political 
equality  of  the  people,  or  a  moderate  aristocracy,  while  in 
word  they  served  the  common  interests,  in  truth  they  made 
them  their  prizes.  And  while  stnwHng  by  every  means  to 
obtain  an  advantage  over  each  oth^,  tbe^  dared  and  carried 
out  the  most  dreadful  deeds ;  heaping  on  still  greater  ven- 
geance, not  only  so  far  as  was  just  and  expedient  ior  the  state, 
but  to  the  measure  of  what  was  pleasing  to  either  party  in 
each  successive  case :  and  whether  by  an  unjust  sentence  of 
condemnation,  or  on^  gaining  the  ascendency  by  the  strong  hand, 
they  were  ready  to  glut  the  animosity  thqr  felt  at  the  moment. 
Thus  piety  was  in  fashion  with  neidier  party;  but  those  who 
had  the  luck  to  efSdot  some  odious  purpose  tinder  fidr  pretenses 
were  the  more  highly  spc^en  <£  The  neutrals  amdng  the 
citizens  were  destroyed  by  both  parties ;  either  because  they 
did  not  jmn  them  in  their  quarrel,  or  for  envy  that  they  should 
so  escape.  - 

83i  Thjis  every  kind  of  villainy  arose  in  Greece  "from  these 
seditions^     Simplicity,  which  is  a  Very  large  ingredient  in  a 

*  Or,  ;^:etpt  may  be  taken  by  itself,  in  opposition  to/<er<i  ^jji^ov  tl^^Kov 
KaTayv6aeu^ ;  but  the  rhythm  of  the  sentence  appears  better  wift^  the 
Mher  construction. 
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noble  nature,  was  laughed  down  and  disappeared ;  and  mutual 
opposition  of  feeling,  with  a  want  of  confidence,*  prevailed  to 
a  great  extent.  For  there  was  neither  promise  that  could  bo 
depended  on,  nor  oath  that  struck  them  with  fear,  to  put  an 
end  to  their  strife ;  but  all  being  in  their  calculations  more 
strongly  inclined  to  despair  of  auy  thing  proving  trustworthy, 
they  looked  forward  to  their  own  escape  from  suffering  more 
easily  than  they  could  place  confidence  [in  arraii^ments  with 
others].  And  the  men  of  more  homely  wit,  generally  speaking, 
had  the  advantage ;  for  through  fearing  their  own  deficiency 
and  the  cleverness  of  their  opponents,  lest  they  might  be  worsted 
in  words,  and  be  first  plotted  against  by  means  of  the  versatility 
of  their  enemy's  genius,  they  proceeded  boldly  to  deeds. 
Whereas  their  opponents,  arrogantly  thinking  that  they  should 
be  aware  beforehand,  and  that  there  was  no  need  for  their  se* 
curing  by  action  what  they  could  by  stratagem,  were  unguard- 
ed and  more  often  ruined. 

84.  It  was  in  Corcyra  then  that  most  of  these  things  were 
first  ventured  on  ;  both  the  deeds  which  men  who  were  gov- 
erned with  a  spirit  of  insolence,  rather  than  of  moderation,  by 
those  who  afterward  afforded  them  an  opportunity  of  vengeance, 
would  do  as  the  retaliating  party ;  or  which  those  who  wished 
to  rid  themselves  of  their  accustomed  poverty,  and  passionately 
desired  the  possession  of  their  neighbor's  goods,  might  unjustly 
resolve  on;  or  which  those  who  had  begun  the  struggle,  not  from 
covetousness,  but  on  a  more  equal  footing,  might  savagely  and 
ruthlessly  proceed  to,  chiefly  through  being  carried  away  by 
the  rudeness  of  their  anger.  Thus  fiie  course  of  life  being  at 
that  time  thrown  into  confusion  in  the  city,  human  nature, 
which  is  wont  to  do  wrong  even  in  spite  of  the  laws,  having 
then  got  the  mastery  of  the  law,  gladly  showed  itself  to  be  un- 
restrained iti  passion,  above  regard  for  justice,  and  an  enemy  to 
all  superiority.  They  would  not  else  have  preferred  vengeance 
to  religion,  and  gain  to  innocence ;  in  whicn  state  envy  would 
have  had  no  power  to  hurt  them.  And  so  men  presume  in  their 
acts  of  vengeance  to  be  the  first  to  violate  those  common  laws 
on  such  questions,  from  which  all  have  a  hope  secured  to  them 
of  being  themselves  rescued  from  misfortune ;  and  they  will  not 
allow  them  to  remain,  in  case  of  any  one's  ever  being  in  danger 
iind  in  need  of  some  of  them. 

85.  Such  then  were  the   passions  which   the  Corcyrseana, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Lxxxvi.,  lxxxvil]  THTJCYDIDES.  IIL  211 

in  the  city  indulged  toward  one  another,  being  the  first  that 
did  so.  And  Eurymedon  and  the  Athenians  sailed  away  with 
their  ships ;  after  which  the  Corcyraean  exiles  (for  five  hun- 
dred of  uiem  had  escaped),  having  taken  some  forts  that  were 
on  the  mainland,  were  masters  of  their  own  territory  on  the 
opposite  coast,  and  sallying  forth  from  it,  plundered  those  in 
the  island,  and  did  them  much  damage,  a  violent  famine  being 
produced  in  the  city.  They  also  sent  embassies  to  Lacedsemon 
and  Corinth  about  their  restoration.  "When  they  met  with 
no  success,  they  afterwiard  got  some  boats  and  auxiliaries  and 
crossed  over  to  the  island,  to  the  number  of  six  hundred  in 
all ;  and  having  burnt  their  boats,  that  they  might  have  no 
hope  from  any  thing  but  the  command  of  the  country,  they 
went  up  to  the  hill  Istone,  and  after  building  a  fort  on  it^ 
began  to  -annoy  those  in  the  city,  and  were  in  the  mean  time 
masters  of  the  country. 

86.  At  the  close  of  the  same  summer  the  Athenians  dis- 
patched twenty  ships  to  Sicily,  with  Laches  son  of  Melano- 
pus,  and  Charceades  son  of  Euphiletus,  in  command  of  them. 
For  the  Syracusans  and  Leontines  had  gone  to  war  with  each 
other ;  the  Syracusans  having,  with  the  exception  of  Camarina, 
all  the  Dorian  cities  in  alliance  with  them — for  indeed  these 
had  joined  the  Lacedaemonian  confederacy  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war,  though  they  had  not  taken  any  part  in  it  with 
them — ^while  the  Leontines  had  the  Chalcidian  cities,  and  Ca- 
marina. In  Italy  the  Locrians  were  on  the  side  of  the  Syra- 
cusans ;  the  Rhegians,  on  that  of  the  Leontines,  in  consequence 
of  their  aflBnity  to  them.  So  the  allies  of  the  Leontines  sent 
to  Athens,  both  on  the  ground  of  their  former  confederacy 
with  them  and  because  they  were  lonians,  and  urged  the 
Athenians  to  send  them  a  fleet,  for  they  were  excluded  by  the 
Syracusans  from  the  use  both  of  land  and  sea.  Accordingly 
the  Athenians  sent  it,  on  the  pretense  of  their  relationship,  but 
really  from  a  wish  that  no  com  might  be  brought  thence  to 
the  Peloponnese ;  and  to  make  an  experiment  whether  it  were 
possible  for  them  to  bring  Sicily  into  subjection  to  themselves. 
Having  established  themselves  therefore  at  Rhegium  in  Italy, 
they  began  the  operations  of  the  war  in  concert  Avith  their 
allies.    And  so  the  summer  ended. 

87.  The  following  winter  the  plague  a  second  time  attacked 
the  Athenians,  having  indeed  never  entirely  left  them,  though 
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there  had  been  some  abatement  of  it  It  lasted  the  second 
time  not  less  than  a  year — ^the  fcamer  attack  having  lasted 
two— so  that  nothing  reduced  the  power  of  the  Athenians 
more  than  this.  For  not  less  than  fopr  thousand  four  hun- 
dred heavy-armed  in  the  ranks  died  of  it,  and  three  hundred 
of  the  equestrian  order,  with  a  number  of  the  multitude  that 
was  never  ascertained.  It  was  at  that  time  also  that  the 
numerous  ear^quakes  ha|^ned  at  Athens,  Euboea,  and  Boe- 
otia,  particularly  at  Orchomenos  in  the  last-named  country. 

88.  During  the  same  winter  the  Athenians  in  Sicily  and 
the  Rh^ians  made  an  expedition  with  thirty  ships  against  the 
islands  of  JSolus ;  for  in  summer  it  was  impossible  to  invade 
them,  owing  to  their  want  of  water.  They  are  occupied 
by  the  liparaean  colony  from  Cnidos,  who  live  in  one  of  the 
islands  which  is  of  no  great  extent,  called  Lipara,  and  pro- 
ceed from  that  to  cultivate  the  rest,  namely,  Didjone,  Stron- 
gyle,  and  Hiera.  Now  the  people  in  those  parts  think  that  in 
Hiera  Vulcan  works  as  a  smitn ;  because  it  is  seen  to  emit 
abundance  of  fire  by  night,  and  of  smoke  by  day.  These  islands 
lie  opposite  the  coasts  of  the  Sicels  and  Messanians,  and  were 
in  alliance  witb  the  S3n*acusans.  The  Athenians  ravaged 
their  territory,  and  when  they  did  not  surrender,  sailed  back 
to  Rhegium.  And  so  the  winter  ended,  and  the  fifth  year  of 
this  war,  of  which  Thucydides  wrote  the  history. 

89.  The  following  summer  the  Peloponnesians  and  their 
allied  proceeded  as  far  as  the  Isthmus  for  the  invasion  of  At- 
tica, under  the  command  of  Agis  son  of  Archidamus,  king 
of  the  Lacedaemonians;  but  on  the  occurrence  of  numerous 
earthquakes,  they  turned  back  again,  and  no  invasion  was 
made.  About  this  period,  when  the  earthquakes  were  so 
prevalent,  the  seat  at  Orobiae  in  EubcBa,  having  retired  from 
^hat  was  then  the  line  of  coast,  and  afterward  returned  with 
a  great  swell,  invaded  a  portion  of  the  city,  and  partly  in- 
undated it,  though  it  also  partly  subsided ;  and  so  that  is  now 
sea  which  was  before  land^  It  also  destroyed  the  inhabitants, 
excepting  such  as  could  run  up  first  to  the  higher  parts  of  the 
city.  There  was  a  similar  inundation  too  at  Atalanta,  the 
island  off  the  Opuntian  Locri,  which  carried  away  a  part  of 
the  fort  built  by  the  Athenians,  and  wrecked  one  of  Wo  ships 
that  were  drawn  up  on  the  beach.  At  Peparethus  too- there 
was  a  retreat  of  the  sea,  though  no  inundation  followed ;  and 
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an  earthquake  threw  down  a  part  of  the  wall,  with  the  town- 
hall,  and  a  few  houses  besides.  The  cause  of  this,  in  my  own 
opinion,  is,  that  where  l^e  shock  of  the  earthquake  has  been 
most  violent,  there  it  drives  the  sea  back,  and  this  suddenly 
coming  on  again  with  a  violent  rush  causes  the  inundation. 
But  without  flOi  earthquake  I  do  not  think  that  such  an  occur- 
rence would  ever  happen. 

90.  During  the  same  summer  different  partiei,  as  they 
might  sevtaw^ly  happen,  made  war  in  Sicily ;  both  the  Sic^liots 
themselves  against  each  other,  and  the  Athenians  in  concert 
with  their  allies ;  but  I  shall  [only]  mention  &e  most  memor- 
able actions  achieved  by  the  A&enians  and  their  allies,  or 
against  the  Athenians  by  the  enemy.  Gharseades  then,  the 
Athenian  commander,  having  already  been  killed  in  war  by 
the  Syracusans,  Laches,  who  was  now  iu  sole  command  <h 
tbe  fleet,  turned  his  arms,  in  concert  with  his  allies,  against 
Mylee,  a  town  belonging  to  the  Messanians.  Now  there  were 
two  divisions  of  the  Messanians  in  garrison  at  Mylse,  and 
they  had  ledu  an  ambush  for  the  party  coming  from  their  ships. 
But  the  Athenians  and  their  allies  routed  the  troops  in  am- 
bush, and  slew  many  of  them,  and  having  assaulted  the  forti^ 
fications,  compelled  them  to  surrender  the  citadel,  and  to 
march  with  then!  gainst  Messana.  Afterward,  on  the  at- 
t^k  of  the  Athenians' and  their  allies,  the  Messani^s  too 
c^itulated,  giving  hostages  and  all  other  securities.^ 

91.  The  same  summer  the  Athenians  dispatched  thirty 
ships  to  cruise  about  the  Peloponnese,  under  the  command  of 
]>emosthenes  son  of  Alcisthenes,  and  Procles  son  of  Theodo- 
rus,  and  fflxty  ships  and  two  thousand  heavy-armed  against 
Melos,  under  the  command  of  Nicias  son  of  Niceratus.  For 
as  the  Melians  were  islanders,  and  yet  would  not  submit  to 
them  nor  join  their  confederacy,  they  wished  to  reduce  them. 
When,  however,  they  did  not  surrender  to  them  on  the 
wasting  of  their  territory,  they  sailed  to  Qropus,  on  the  coast 
opposite  Attica ;  and  having  landed  at  night,  the  heavy- 
armed  immediately  marched  from  their  ship  to  Tanagra  m 
Boeptia ;  while  the  Athenians  in  the  city,  on  a  given  signal, 
met  them  at  the  same  plAce  by  land  in  full  force,  under  the 
command  of  Hipponicus  son  of  CMlias,  and  Eurymedon  son 

'  "  Satisfying  the  Athenians  in  all  other  points."  Lit.  "  presenting  all 
other  things  of  such  a  nature  aa  to  be  satisfaclorj." — Arnold. 
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of  Thucles.  Having  pitched  thm  oamp  for  that  day  in  the 
territory  of  Tanagra,  they  laid  it  waste,  and  passed  the  night 
there.  The  next  day,  after  defeating  in  battle  those  of  the 
Tanagrseans  and  the  Thebans  -who  had  come  out  against  them, 
and  after  taking  some  arms,  and  erecting  a  trophy,  they  re- 
turned, one  party  to  the  city,  the  other  to  their  fleet  And 
Nicias,  with  his  sixty  ships,  coasted  along  and  ravaged  the 
maritime  parts  of  Locris,  and  then  returned  home. 

02.  About  this  time  the  Lacedemonians  prepared  to  found 
their  colony  of  Heraclea,  in  Trachinise,  with  the  following 
purpose.  The  Melians  form,  in  all,  three  tribes,  the  Para- 
Hans,  Hiereans,  and  Trachinians.  Of  these,  the  Trachinians, 
having  been  reduced  to  great  weakness  by  the  .^Etseans,  who 
border  on  them,  intended  at  first  to  give  themselves  up  to  the 
Athenians;  but  afterward,  fearing  that  they  could  not  be 
trusted  by  them,  they  sent  to  Lacedaemon,  having  chosen 
Tisamenus  as  their  envoy.  They  were  joined  in  the  embassy 
by  the  Dorians  also,  the  mo&e^fit2|te  of  the  Lacedaemonians, 
with  the  same  petition ;  fot  they,  too,  were  much  injured  by 
the  JStseans.  On  hearing  their  request,  the  Lacedaemonians 
determined  to  send  out  this  colony,  nrom  a  wish  to  assist  both 
the  Trachinians  and  the  Dorians.  Besides,  they  thought  the 
town  would  be  placed  advantageously  for  them  with  respect 
to  the  war  with  &e  Athenians ;  for  a  fleet  might  be  equipped 
so  as  to  have  a  short  passage  to  Euboea,  and  it  would  be  use- 
ful for  marching  to  Thrace.  Indeed  on  all  accounts  they 
were  anxious  to  found  the  place.  They  first  consulted  there- 
fore the  god  at  Delphi;  and  on  his  advising  them  to  do  it, 
they  dispatched  the  settlers,  taken  both  from  their  own 
citizens  and  from  the  Perueciy  and  gave  permission  to  any  of 
the  rest  of  the  Greeks  that  wished  to  accompany  them,  ex- 
cept lonians,  Achaeans,  and  some  other  races.  Three  of  the 
Lacedaemonians  led  them  as  founders  of  the  colony,  Leon, 
Alcidas,  and  Damagon.  When  they  had  established  them- 
selves in  the  country,  they  fortified  anew  the  city  which  is  now 
called  Heraclea,  distant  about  forty  stades  from  Thermopylae, 
and  twenty  from  the  sea.  They  also  provided  themselves  with 
docks,  beginning  to  build  them  at  Thermopylae,  just  by  the 
pass,  that  they  might  the  more  easily  be  defended  by  them. 

93.  When  this  town  was  being  thus  jointly  founded,  the 
Athenians  were  at  first  alarmed,  thinking  that  it  was  being  set 
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up  chiefly  for  the  annoyance  of  Euboea,  because  the  passage 
to  Cinaeum  in  that  island  is  a  short  one.  The  event,  how- 
ever, afterward  proved  contrary  to  their  expectation,  for  no 
danger  arose  from  it  And  the  reason  was  this.  The  Thes- 
salians,  who  had  dominion  in  these  parta^  and  to  the  injury  of 
whose  territory  the  place  was  being  founded,  fearing  they 
might  prove  very  powerful  neighbors,  continually  harassed 
and  made  war  upon  the  new  settlers,  till  they  wore  down 
their  strength,  though  at  first  they  had  been  very  numerous ; 
for  as  the  Laced»m(Hiians  were  the  founders  of  the  town, 
every  one  went  to  it  with  confidence,  thinking  it  a  place  of 
security.  It  was,  however,  the  Lacedaemonian  officers  them- 
selves, who  went  to  it,  that  chiefly  contributed  to  ruining  its 
interests,  and  reducing  it  to  a  scanty  population,  by  frighten- 
ing away  the  greater  part,  and  governing  harshly,  and  in 
some  cases  not  fairfy,  so  that  their  neighbors  then  pre- 
vailed over  them  more  easily. 

94.  The  same  summer,  and  about  the  same  time  that  the 
Athenians  were  detained  at  Melos,  the  forces  on  board  the  thirty 
ships  that  were  cruising  about  the  Peloponnese  first  of  all  laid 
an  ambush  at  Ellomenus  in  Leucadia,  and  cut  cff  some  garrison 
troops ;  and  afterward  came  against  Leucas  with  a  larger  force, 
and  with  all  the  Acamanians,  who  accompanied  them  in  a 
body,  except  the  .£niadaB,  and  with  the  Zacynthians  and 
Cephallenians,  and  fifteen  ships  of  the  Corcyraeans.  The  Leu- 
cadians,  on  the  wasting  of  their  territory,  both  without  and 
within  the  isthmus,  on  which  stands  Leucas  and  the  temple  of 
Apollo,  being  overpowered  by  such  numbers,  remained  quiet ; 
while  the  Acamanians  requested  Demosthenes,  the  general  of 
the  Athenians,  to  cut  them  off  by  a  wall,  thinking  that  they 
might  then  easily  take  them  by  storm,  and  so  be  rid  of  a  city 
which  was  always  hostile  to  them.  But  Demosthenes  was  per- 
suaded at  the  same  time  by  the  Messanians  that  it  was  a  fine 
opportunity  for  him,  vrith  so  large  an  army  collected  together, 
to  attack  the  -^Jtolians,  who  were  hostile  to  Naupactus,  and  by 
reducing  whom  he  would  easily  win  for  Athens  the  rest  of  the 
continent  in  these  parts.  For  they  represented  to  him  that  the 
nation  of  the  -^tolians,  though  numerous  and  warlike,  were  yet 
not  difficult  to  subdue  before  succors  reached  them,  as  they 
lived  in  unfortified  villages,  and  those  far  apart,  and  used  but 
light  armor.     And  they  advised  him  to  attack  in  the  first  place 


Digitized  by 


Google 


216  THUOTDIDBS.  IIL  [xoT.,xorL 

the  Apodotians,  next  the  Ophicmeans,  and  after  them  the 
Eurytanians,  which  are  the  largest  division  of  the  nation^  speak- 
ing, it  is  said,  the  most  unintell%iblelangii2^«,  and  being  canni-. 
bals;  for  if  iheae  were  sttbdned^  the  rest  wonld  readily  surrender. 

95.  He  consented  to  do  so,  out  of  regard  fi>r  the  Messaoians, 
and  still  more  because  he  thought,  that  without  employing  the 
forces  of  Athens,  with  only  continental  tribes  as  his  allies,  and 
with  the  -^toUansy  he  would  be  able  to  go  by  land  against 
the  Boeotians,  tiirough  the  Locri  Ozol»  to  Cytinium  in  Doris, 
keeping  Parnassus  on  his  right  hand  till  he  reached  the  Pho- 
cians,  who,  he  thought^  would  eaga^y  join  him,  for  the  friend- 
ship they  had  always  borne  £e  Ath^iians,  or  might  be 
brought  over  by  force  ;  and  to  Phocis  Boeotia  is  at  once  the 
bordering  state.  Starting  therefore  witii  all  his  armament 
from  Leucas,  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  the  Acamanians, 
he  coasted  along  to  SoQium.  There  he  communicated  his 
plan  to  the  Acarnanians ;  and  when  they  did  not  assent  to  it  in 
consequence  of  his  reftisal  to  invest  Leucas,  he  himself  with 
the  remainder  of  the  force,  the  Cephallenians,  Messanian^,, 
Zacynthians,  and  the  three  hundred  it^ibatce^  from  his  own 
ships  (for  the  fifteen  Corcyrsean  veissels  had  gone  away),  made 
an  expedition  against  the  ./Etolians,  having  his  head-quarters 
at  iEoeon  in  Locris.  Now  the  Locri  Ozol»  were  allies  of  the 
Athenians,  and  were  to  meet  them  in  Ml  force  in  the  heart  of 
the  country :  for  as  they  bordered  on  the  JEtolians,  and  were 
similarly  equipped,  they  were  thought  likely  to  prove  of  great 
service  in  acting  with  them,  from  their  acquaintance  both  with 
the  iEtolian  mode  of  fighting  and  with  the  localities. 

96.  After  bivouacing  with  the  army  in  the  sacred  precinct 
o£  the  Nemean  Jupiter,  in  which  Hesiod  the  poet  is  said  to  have 
been  killed  by  the  people  of  this  country,  an  oracle  having 
before  declared  that  he  should  meet  with  this  fate  at  Nemea ; 
in  the  morning  he  set  out  and  marched  into  JEtolia.  On  the 
first  day  he  took  Potidanea ;  on  the  second,  Crocyleum ;  and 
on  the  third,  Tichium,  where  he  halted,  and  sent  off  his 
booty  to  Eupalium  in  Locris ;  for  he  intended,  when  he  had 
subdued  the  other  parts,  to  make  a  subsequent  expedition 
against  the  Ophionians,  if  they  would  not  surrender,  after  re- 
turning to  Naupactus,     But  the  -^tolians  were  both  aware  of 

*  i.  e,y  the  beayy-anned  soldiers  who  served  ou  board  ship,  answering 
to  our  marines. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


xovn.,  xcviil]  THUOTDIDE&  nr.  217 

these  preparations  when  he  first  formed  his  designs  against 
them,  and  when  the  army  had  invaded  their  country  they 
came  to  the  rescue  witli  a  great  force,  all  of  them,  so  that  eveu 
the  most  distant  of  the  Ophionians,  who  stretch  toward  the 
Median  Gul^  the  Bomiensians  and  Calliensians,  joined  m 
bringing  aid. 

97.  Now  the  Messanians  gave  Demosthenes  the  following 
advice,  as  they  also  did  at  first  Assuring  him  that  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  -^tolians  was  easy,  they  urged  him  to  go  as  quickly 
as  possible  against  their  villages,  and  not  wait  till  the  whole 
people  should  imite  and  oppose  him,  but  to  endeavor  suc- 
cessively to  make  himself  master  of  each  village  before 
him.'  Being  thus  persuaded  by  them,  and  relying  on  his  for- 
tune, because  nothing  ever  went  against  him,  without  waiting 
for  those  who  should  have  reinforced  him  (for  he  was  most  in 
want  of  light-armed  dartmen)  he  advanced  for  .^Egitium,  and 
took  it  by  assault,  the  inhabitants  flying  before  him,  and  post- 
ing themselves  on  the  hills  round  the  town ;  for  it  stood  on 
high  ground,  at  the  distance  of  about  eighty  stades  from  the 
sea.  The  JEtolians  (for  they  had  now  come  to  the  rescue  of 
JEgitium)  charged  the  Athenians  and  their  allies,  running 
down  from  the  hills  in  different  directions,  and  plied  them 
with  darts;  retreating  when  the  Athenian  force  advanced 
agmnst  them,  and  pressing  it  close  when  it  retired.  And  for 
a  long  time  this  was  the  character  of  the  engagement — re- 
peated pursuing  and  retreating — in  both  of  wluch  the  Athe- 
nians had  the  worse. 

98.  Now  so  long  as  they  saw  that  their  archers  had  their 
arrows  and  were  able  to  use  them,  they  continued  to  resist ; 
for,  when  harassed  by  the  bowmen,  the  ^tolians,  being  a  light* 
armed  force,  retired.  But  when,  afker  the  fall  of  their  leader, 
the  archers  were  dispersed,  and  they  themselves  distressed  by 
enduring  for  a  long  time  the  same  labor,  and  the  -^tolians 
were  pressing  hard  on  them,  and  pouring  their  darts  on  them ; 
then  mdeed  they  turned  and  fled,  and  falling  into  pathless  ra- 
vines and  places  with  which  they  were  unacquainted,  were  cut 
off":  for  the  guide  who  showed  them  the  way,  Chromon  the  Mes- 
sanian,  had  been  killed.  And  ihe  JEtolians,  still  plying  them 
with  missiles,  by  their  rapid  movements  (for  they  are  swift  of 

'  Or,  "as  it  came  in  his  way."  Literally,  "at  his  feet"  Compare 
Herodotus,  3.  "79,  ndvra  tlvH  tuv  Mdycjv  rdv  iv  nocl  yivofievov^ 
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foot  and  light-armed)  took  many  of  them  there  in  the  rout, 
and  put  them  to  the  sword  ;  but  the  greater  part  missing  theit 
way  and  rushing  into  the  forest,  from  which  there  were  no  roads 
out,  they  brought  fire  and  burnt  it  round  them.  Indeed  the 
Athenian  forces  were  subjected  to  every  form  of  flight  and 
death,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  the  survivors  escaped  to 
the  sea  and  to  CEneon  in  Locris,  the  same  place  from  which 
they  had  set  out  Great  numbers  of  the  allies  were  slain, 
and  of  the  Athenians  themselves  about  a  hundred  and  twenty 
heavy-armod — so  many  in  number,  and  all  in  the  prime  of 
their  youth.  These  were  the  best  men  of  the  city  of  Athens 
that  fell  during  this  war.  One  of  the  generals  also,  namely, 
Procles,  was  slain.  Having  taken  up  their  dead  under  truce, 
and  retired  to  Naupactus,  they  afterward  went  with  their 
ships  to  Athens.  But  Demosthenes  staid  behind  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Naupactus  and  those  parts,  being  afraid  of 
the  Athenians  in  consequence  of  what  had  been  done. 

99.  About  the  same  period  the  Athenians  on  the  coast  of 
Sicily  sailed  to  Locris,  and  in  a  descent  which  they  made  on 
the  country,  defeated  those  of  the  Locrians  who  came  against 
them,  and  took  a  guard-fort  which  stood  on  t£e  river  Halex. 

100.  The  same  summer  the  JEtolians,  having  before  [the 
invasion  of  their  country]  sent  as  envoys  to  Corinth  and 
Lacedaemon,  Tolophus  the  Ophionean,  Boriades  the  Eury- 
tanian,  and  Tisander  the  Apodotian,  persuaded  them  to  send 
them  an  army  to  attack  Naupactus,  because  it  had  brought 
the  Athenians  against  them.  And  the  Lacedaemonians  dis- 
patched about  autunm  three  thousand  heavy-armed  of  the 
Allies ;  five  hundred  of  whom  were  from  Heraclea,  their  newly 
founded  city  in  Trachis.  Eurylochus,  a  Spartan,  had  the 
command  of  the  force,  accompanied  by  Macarius  and  Mene- 
dseus,  who  were  also  Spartans. 

101.  When  the  army  had  assembled  at  Delphi,  Eurylochus 
sent  a  herald  to  the  Locri  OzolaB ;  for  the  route  to  Naupactus 
was  through  their  territory,  and  moreover  he  wished  to  make 
them  revolt  from  the  Athenians.  Those  among  the  Locri- 
ans who  most  forwarded  his  views  were  the  Amphissians, 
who  were  alarmed  in  consequence  of  the  enmity  of  the  Pho- 
cians.  These  first  gave  hostages  themselves,  and  persuaded 
the  rest  to  do  so,  in  their  fear  of  the  invading  army ;  first  the 
Myoneans^  who  were  their  neighbors  (for  on  this  side  Locris 
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is  most  difficult  to  enter),  then  the  Ipneans,  Messapians,  Tri- 
tasans,  Chalseans,  Tolophonians,  Hessians,  and  (Eantheans. 
All  these  joined  the  expedition  also.  The  Olpaeans  gave 
hostages,  but  did  not  accompany  them ;  while  the  HysBans  re- 
fused to  give  hostages,  till  they  took  a  village  belonging  to 
them,  called  Polis. 

102*  When  every  thinff  was  prepared,  and  he  had  placed 
the  hostages  at  Cytinium  in  Doris,  he  advanced  with  his  army 
against  Naupactus,  through  the  territory  of  the  Locrians; 
and  on  his  march  took  (Eneon,  one  of  their  towns,  and  Eupa- 
lium ;  for  they  refused  to  surrender.  When  they  had  reached 
the  Naupactian  territory,  and  the  -^toHans  also  had  now  come 
to  their  aid,  they  ravaged  the  country,  and  took  the  suburb* 
of  the  capital,  which  was  unfortified.  They  also  went  against 
and  took  Molyenium,  which,  though  a  colony  from  Corinth, 
was  subject  to  the  Athenians.  Now  Demosthenes,  the  Athe*' 
man  (for  after  what  had  haj^ned  in  ^toha,  he  was  still  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Naupactus)  having  previous  notice  of 
the  armament,  and  being  gJarmed  for  the  town,  went  and  per- 
suaded the  Acamanians  (though  with  difficulty,  on  account  of 
his  retreat  from  Leucas)  to  go  to  the  rehef  of  Naupactus. 
Accordingly  they  sent  with  him  on  board  his  ships  a  thousand 
heavy-armed,  who  threw  themselves  into  the  place  and  saved 
it.  For  the  walls  being  extensive,  and  the  garrison  small, 
there  was  reason  to  fear  that  they  might  not  hold  out.  When 
Eurylochus  and  his  colleagues  found  that  this  force  had  enter- 
ed the  town,  and  that  it  was  impossible  to  take  it  by  storm, 
they  withdrew,  not  toward  the  Peloponnese,  but  to  -^lis, 
which  is  now  called  Calydon  and  Pleuron,''  with  the  places  in 
that  quarter,  and  to  Proschium  in  -^tolia.  For  the  Ambra- 
ciots  had  come  to  them,  and  urged  them  to  make,  in  concert 

1  We  iiave  no  term  exactly  answering  to  the  Greek  irpoaaTelov^  or, 
"approach  to  the  city,"  for,  as  Arnold  observes  on  IV.  69.  5,  "  was  not 
what  we  call  a  suburb,  but  rather  an  open  space  like  the  parks  in  Lon- 
don, partly  planted  with  trees,  and  containing  public  walks,  colonnades, 
temples,  and  the  houses  of  some  of  the  principal  citizens.  It  was  used 
as  a  ground  for  reviews  of  the  army  and  for  public  games.  At  Eomo 
the  Campus  Martins  was  exactly  what  the  Greeks  call  TrpoaarfZov." 

'  i.  e.  (as  Arnold  explains  it,  after  "Wasse,  Palmer,  and  Kruse),  the 
district  once  called  -^olis  was  now  called  by  the  names  of  the  two  prin- 
cipal towns  in  it,  Calydon  and  Pleuron.  Poppo  and  GoUor  understand 
it  as  the  ancient  name  of  Calydon  alone. 
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with  themselves,  an  attack  upon  the  Amphilochian  Argos  and 
the  rest  of  that  country,  and  upon  Acarnania  at  the  same  tune ; 
telling  them  that  if  they  made  themselves  masters  of  these 
countries,  the  whole  of  the  continent  would  be  united  in  alli- 
ance with  the  Lacedaemonians.  So  Eurylochus  consented, 
and  having  dismissed  the  -^Etolians,  remained  quiet  with  his 
army  in  that  neighborhood,  till  he  should  have  to  assist  the 
Ambraciots,  on  &eir  taking  the  field  before  Argos,  And  so 
the  summer  ended. 

103,  The  following  winter,  the  Athenians  in  Sicily  having 
marched  with  their  Grecian  allies,  and  as  many  of  the  Sieels 
as  joined  them  in  the  war — being  either  subject  by  force  to 
the  Syracusans  or  allies  who  had  revolted  from  them — 
against  Inessa,  the  Sieel  town,  the  citadel  of  which  was  held 
by  the  Syracusans,  attacked  it,  and,  not  being  able  to  take  it, 
retired.  On  their  return,  the  Syracusans  from  the  citadel 
fell  on  the  allies  as  they  were  retiring  somewhat  after  the 
Athenians,  and  routed  a  division  of  their  army,  and  killed  no 
small  number.  After  this.  Laches  and  the  Athenians,  with 
the  fleet,  made  some  descents  upon  the  Locrian  territory,  by 
the  river  Coecinus,  and  defeated  in  battle  those  of  the  Locrians 
who  came  out  against  them  with  Proxenus  the  son  of  Capaton, 
about  three  hundred  in  number,  and  having  taken  some  arms, 
departed. 

104.  The  same  winter  al&o  the  Athenians  purified  Delos,  in 
obedience,  as  they  professed,  to  a  certain  oracle.  For  Pisistra- 
tus  the  tyrant  had  also  purified  it  before ;  not  the  whole  of 
the  island,  but  as  much  of  it  as  was  within  sight  of  the  tem- 
ple. At  this  time,  however,  the  whole  of  it  was  purified  in 
the  following  manner.  All  the  sepulchers  of  those  who  had 
died  in  Delos  they  removed,  and  commanded  that  in  future  no 
one  should  either  die  in  the  island  or  bear  a  child,  but  that 
[in  such  cases  all  should]  be  carried  across  to  Rhenea.  (This 
Rhenea  is  so  short  a  distance  from  Delos,  that  Polycrates  the 
tyrant  of  Samos,  after  being  powerful  at  sea  for  a  consider- 
able time,  and  ruling  over  the  rest  of  the  islands,  and  taking 
Rhenea,  dedicated  it  to  the  Delian  Apollo,  by  connecting  it 
with  Delos  by  a  chain).  It  was  at  this  time,  too,  after  the 
purification,  that  the  Athenians  first  celebrated  the  quinquen- 
nial festival  of  the  Delian  games.  There  had  been,  however, 
even  in  very  early  times,  a  great  assembly  of  the  lonians  and 
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the  neighboring  islanders  held  at  Delos;  for  they  used  to 
come  to  the  feast  with  their  wives  and  children,  as  the  lonians 
now  do  to  the  Ephesian  festivals,  and  gymnastic  and  musical 
contests  were  held,  and  the  different  cities  took  up  bands  of 
dancers.  Homer  shows  most  clearly  that  such  was  the  case, 
in  the  following  verses,  taken  from  a  hymn  to  Apollo. 

"  Anon  to  Deles,  Phoebus,  wouldst  thou  oome. 
Still  most  delighting  in  thine  island-home ; 
Where  the  long-robed  lonians  thronging  meet, 
With  wives  and  children,  at  thy  hallow'd  seat ; 
With  buffets,  dance,  and  song  extol  thy  name, 
And  win  thy  smile  upon  their  solemn  game." 

That  there  was  a  musical  contest  also,  and  that  they  went  to 
take  part  in  it,  he  shows  again  in  the  following  verses,  taken 
from  tiie  same  hynm.  For  after  mentioning  the  Delian  dance 
of  the  women,  he  ends  his  praise  of  the  god  with  these  verses, 
in  which  he  also  makes  mention  of  himself. 

"  Now  be  Apollo  kind,  and  Bian  too ; 
And  ye,  fair  Delian  damsels,  all  adieu  I 
But  in  your  memory  grant  mo  still  a  home ; 
And  oft  as  to  your  sacred  isle  may  come 
A  pilgrim  care-worn  denizen  of  earth, 
And  ask,  while  joining  in  your  social  mirth, 
'  Maidens,  of  all  the  bards  that  seek  your  coast, 

*  Who  sings  the  sweetest,  and  who  charms  you  most?* 
Then  answer  one  and  all,  with  gracious  smile, 

*  A  blind  old  man  who  lives  in  Chios'  rocky  isle.' " 

Such  evidence  does  Homer  afford  of  there  having  been,  even 
in  early  times,  a  great  assembly  and  festival  at  Delos.  But 
afterward,  though  the  islanders  and  the  Athenians  sent  the 
bands  of  dancers  with  sacrifices,  the  games  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  observances  were  abolished — as  is  most  probable, 
through  adversity — until  the  Athenians  held  the  games  at  that 
time,  with  horse-races,  which  before  had  not  been  usual. 

105.  The  same  winter  the  Ambraciots,  as  they  had  prom- 
ised Eurylochus  when  they  retained  his  army,  marched  forth 
against  flie  Amphilochian  Argos  with  three  thousand  heavy- 
armed  ;  and  entering  the  Argive  territory,  occupied  Olpae,  a 
stronghold  on  a  hill  near  the  sea,  which  the  Acamanians 
had  once  fortified,  and  used  as  their  common  place  of  meet- 
ing for  judicial  purposes ;  its  distance  from  the  city  of  Argos 
on  the  coast  being  about  twenty-five  stades.     Now  some  of 
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the  Acamanians  went  to  the  relief  of  Argos,  while  others  en- 
camped in  Amphilochia,  in  the  place  called  Crense,*  being  on 
the  watch  to  prevent  the  Peloponnesians  with  Eurylochus 
passing  through  unobserved  to  the  Ambraciots.  They  also 
sent  for  Demosthenes,  who  had  commanded  the  Athenian  ex- 
pedition against  -^tolia,  to  be  their  leader ;  Mid  for  the  twenty 
Athenian  ships  that  happened  to  be  cruising  about  the  Pelo- 
ponnese,  under  the  command  of  Aristoteles  son  of  Timocrates, 
and  Hierophon  son  of  Antinmestus.  The  Ambraciots  at  Olpae 
also  sent  a  messenger  to  their  city,  desiring  them  to  come  in 
full  force  to  their  assistance,  fearing  that  the  troops  under 
Eurylochus  might  not  be  able  to  effect  a  passage  through 
the  Acarnanians,  and  that  they  themselves  might  either  have 
to  fight  unsupported,  or,  if  they  wished  to  retreat,  find  it  un- 
safe to  do  so. 

106.  The  Peloponnesians  with  Eurylochus,  therefore,  find- 
ing that  the  Ambraciots  at  Olpge  were  come,  set  out  from  Pros- 
chium  and  went  as  quickly  as  possible  to  their  aid ;  and  having 
crossed  the  Achelous,  proceeded  througTi  Acamania,  which 
was  left  deserted  in  consequence  of  the  reinforcement  sent  to 
Argos ;  keeping  on  their  right  hand  the  city  of  the  Sfcratians 
with  their  garrison,  and  on  the  left  the  rest  of  Acarnania. 
After  passing  the  territory  of  the  Stratians,  they  proceeded 
through  Phytia,  and  again  through  Medeon,  along  the  bor- 
ders ;  then  through  Limnaea ;  and  so  they  entered  tne  territory 
of  the  JEgrgeans,  which  formed  no  part  of  Acamania,  but  was 
friendly  to  themselves.  Then,  having  reached  Mount  Thy- 
amus,  which  is  uncultivated,  they  proceeded  across  it,  and  so 
came  down  into  the  Argive  country  by  night,  and  passing 
unobserved  between  the  city  of  Argos  and  the  Acarnanian 
posts  at  Crenae,  joined  the  Ambraciots  at  Olpse. 

107.  Having  thus  effected  a  union  at  day-break,  they  sat 
down  at  the  place  called  Metropolis,  and  formed  their  encamp- 
ment. Not  long  after,  the  Athenians  came  with  their  twenty 
ships  into  the  Ambracian  Gulf  to  assist  the  Argives;  and 
Demosthenes  arrived  with  two  hundred  heavy-armed  of  the 
Messenians,  and  sixty  Athenian  archers.  The  fleet  therefore 
at  Olpae  blockaded  the  hill  from  the  sea ;  while  the  Acamani- 
ans and  a  few  of  the  Amphilochians  (for  the  majority  were 
forcibly  detained  by  the  Ambraciots)  had  by  this  time  met  at 

*  Corresponding  exactly  to  our  "  "Wella." 
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Argos,  and  were  preparing  to  engage  with  the  enemy,  having 
appointed  Demosthenes  as  commander  of  the  whole  army  in 
concert  with  their  own  generals.  He,  having  led  them  near 
to  Olpae,  encamped  there;  a  great  ravine  separating  their 
armies.  For  five  days  they  remained  still,  but  on  the  sixth 
both  sides  drew  up  for  battle.  And  as  the  force  of  the  Pe- 
loponnesians  was  the  larger,  and  outflanked  his,  Demosthenes, 
fearing  that  he  might  be  surrounded,  placed  in  ambush  in  a 
hollow  way  covered  with  a  thicket,  a  body  of  heavy  and  light- 
armed  troops,  four  hundred  in  all,  that  on  the  flank  of  the 
enemy  which  reached  beyond  his  own,  these  troops  might  rise 
up  in  the  very  midst  of  the  conflict  and  take  them  in  their 
rear.  When  the  preparations  were  completed  on  both  sides, 
they  closed  in  battle.  Demosthenes  occupied  the  right  wing  with 
the  Messanians  and  the  few  Athenians ;  while  the  remainder 
of  the  lino  was  formed  by  the  Acamanians  in  their  several 
divisions,  and  the  Amphilochian  dartmen  that  were  present. 
The  Peloponnesians  and  Ambraciots  were  drawn  up  without 
distinction,  excepting  the  Mantineans,  who  kept  together 
more  on  the  left,  though  not  in  the  extremity  of  the  flank,  for 
the  extreme  left  was  held  by  Eurylochus  and  hh  men,  opposed 
to  the  Messanians  and  Demosthenes. 

108.  When  the  Peloponnesians,  being  now  engaged,  out- 
flanked their  opponents,  and  were  surroundin^f  their  right, 
the  Acamsmians,  rising  from  the  ambuscade,  f 3II  on  them  in 
the  rear,  and  broke  them ;  so  that  they  did  not  stand  to  make 
any  resistance,  and,  moreover,  by  their  panic  threw  their 
main  army  into  flight ;  for  when  they  saw  tli  0  division  of 
Eurylochus,  and  the  bravest  of  their  forces  being  cut  to  pieces, 
they  were  far  more  alarmed.  It  was  the  Messaiidans,  posted 
in  that  part  of  the  field  with  Demosthenes,  that  performed  the 
chief  part  of  the  work.  Biit  the  Ambraciots  and  those  in  the 
right  wing  defeated  the  division  opposed  to  them,  and  pur- 
sued it  back  to  Argos ;  for  they  are  tiie  most  ws^i  like  of  all  in 
those  parts.  When,  however,  on  their  return  tliey  saw  their 
main  army  defeated,  and  the  rest  of  the  Acanianians  were 
pressing  them  closely,  they  escaped  with  difficult  J  into  Olpse ; 
and  many  of  them  were  killed,  while  they  hurrieti  on  without 
any  order,  excepting  the  Mantineans,  who  kept  their  ranks 
best  of  all  the  army  during  the  retreat.  And  so  the  battlo 
ended,  after  lasting  till  evening. 
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109.  The  next  day  Menedaeus,  who  on  the  death  of  Eury- 
lochus  and  Macarius  had  succeeded  to  the  sole  command, 
was  at  a  loss,  since  so  great  a  defeat  had  been  experienced, 
to  see  in  what  way  he  should  either  remain  and  sustain  a 
siege— cut  oflf  as  he  was  by  land,  and  at  the  same  time, 
through  the  presence  of  the  Athenian  fleet,  by  sea — or  should 
escape  if  he  retreated.  He  therefore  made  proposals  to  De- 
mosthenes and  the  Acamanians  for  a  truce,  and  permission  to 
retire,  as  well  as  for  the  recovery  of  his  dead.  They  re- 
stored him  his  dead,  and  themselves  erected  a  trophy,  and 
took  up  their  own  dead,  about  three  hundred  in  number ;  but 
for  permission  to  retire  they  did  not  openly  grant  any  trace 
to  the  whole  army ;  but  Demosthenes  and  his  Acamanian 
colleagues  secretly  granted  one  to  the  Mantineans,  and  Me- 
nedaeus and  the  other  Peloponnesian  commanders,  to  retreat 
with  all  speed ;  wishing  to  strip  of  their  supporters  the  Am- 
braciots  and  the  mercenary  host  of  foreigners ;  but  most  of  all 
desiring  to  raise  a  prejudice  against  the  Lacedaemonians  and 
Peloponnesians  among  the  Greeks  in  those  parts,  from  the 
impression  of  their  having  betrayed  their  friends,  and  deemed 
their  own  interest  of  more  importance.  They,  then,  took  up 
their  dead,  and  were  burying  them  with  all  speed,  as  circum- 
stances allowed;  while  those  who  had  received  permission 
were  planning  their  retreat. 

110.  Now  tidings  were  brought  to  Demosthenes  and  the 
Acamanians,  that  the  Ambraciots  at  home,  in  compliance 
with  the  first  message  from  Olpae,  were  marching  in  full  force 
with  succors  through  Amphilochia,  with  a  wish  to  join  their 
countrymen  at  Olpae,  and  knowing  nothing  of  what  had  hap- 
pened. Accordingly  he  straightway  sent  a  division  to  lay 
ambushes  beforehand  in  the  roads,  and  to  preoccupy  the 
strong  positions ;  while  with  the  rest  of  his  army  he  prepared 
to  march  against  them. 

111.  Meanwhile  the  Mantineans,  and  those  to  whom  the 
trace  had  been  granted,  going  out  under  the  pretext  of 
gathering  herbs  and  fire-wood,  secretly  went  away  in  small 
parties,  picking  up  at  the  same  time  the  things  for  which  they 
professed  to  have  left  the  camp :  but  when  they  had  now  pro- 
ceeded some  distance  from  Olpae,  they  began  to  retreat  at  a 
quicker  pace.     The  Ambraciots  and  the  rest,  as  many  as  hap- 
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pened  thus  to  have  gone  out  with  them  in  a  body/  when  they 
found  that  they  were  gone  away,  themselves  also  pushed  for- 
ward, and  began  running,  on  purpose  to  overtake  them.  But 
the  Acamanians  at  first  thought  that  all  alike  were  flying 
without  pennission,  and  began  to  pursue  the  Peloponnesians ; 
and  when  some  even  of  their  generals  tried  to  stop  them,  and 
said  that  permission  had  been  granted  to  the  Peloponnesians, 
one  or  two  men  threw  their  darts  at  them,  believing  that 
they  were  being  betrayed.  Afterward,  however,  they  let  the 
Mantineans  and  Peloponnesians  go  away,  but  killed  the  Am- 
braciots.  And  there  was  much  contention  and  difficulty  in 
distinguishing  whether  a  man  was  an  Ambraciot  or  a  Pelo- 
ponnesian.  They  killed  some  two  hundred  of  them ;  the  rest 
escaped  into  Agraea,  a  bordering  territory,  and  Salaethus, 
king  of  the  Agraeans,  being  their  friend,  received  them. 

112.  The  Ambraciots  from  the  city  arrived  at  Idomene. 
This  town  consists  of  two  high  hills ;  the  greater  of  which, 
after  night  had  come  on,  the  troops  sent  forward  from  the 
camp  by  Demosthenes  preoccupied  unobseved;  while  the 
Ambraciots  had  previously  ascended  the  smaller,  and  bivou- 
aced  on  it.  Demosthenes,  after  supper,  marched  with  the 
rest  of  the  army  as  soon  as  it  was  evening ;  himself  with  half 
of  his  force  making  for  the  pass,  the  remainder  proceeding 
over  the  mountains  of  Amphilochia.  At  dawn  of  day  he  fell 
upon  the  Ambraciots,  while  they  were  yet  in  their  beds,  and 
had  had  no  notice  of  his  measures,  but  much  rather  imagined 
that  his  forces  were  their  own  countrymen.  For  Demosthenes 
had  purposely  posted  the  Messenians  first,  with  orders  to  ad- 
dress them,  speaking  in  the  Doric  dialect,  and  so  creating  con- 
fidence in  the  sentinels ;  while  at  the  same  time  they  were  not 
visible  to  the  eye,  as  it  was  still  night.  When  therefore  he 
fell  upon  them,  they  routed  them,  and  slew  the  greater  part 
on  the  spot;  the  rest  rushed  in  flight  over  the  mountains. 
But  as  the  roads  were  pfeoccupied,  and  the  Amphilochians, 
moreover,  were  well  acquainted  with  their  own  country,  and 
light-armed  against  a  heavy-armed  enemy,  whereas  the  Am- 
braciots were  unacquainted  with  it,  and  knew  not  which  way 
to  turn,   they  perished  by  falling  into  ravines,  and  the  am- 

*  *A6p6oi  seems  to  be  in  opposition  to  kut^  oXtyovg  in  the  preceding 
section.  Or  it  may  signify,  as  Arnold  takes  it,  in  such  numbers  as  would 
justify  the  experiment,  which  small  parties  might  think  too  hazardous 

10* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


22d  THUOTDIDES.  IIL  [cxiii. 

bushes  tliat  had  been  previously  laid.  After  attempting 
every  mode  of  escape,  some  of  them  also  turned  to  the  sea, 
which  was  not  fer  off;  and  when  they  saw  the  Athenian 
ships  coasting  along  shore  at  the  time  that  the  affair  hap- 
pened, they  swam  to  them,  in  their  present  alarm  thinking 
it  better  to  be  slain,  if  they  must,  by  those  on  board,  than 
by  their  barbarous  and  most  bitter  enemies,  the  Amphi- 
lochians.  The  Ambraciots  then  were  destroyed  in  this  man- 
ner, and  only  few  of  many  escaped  to  their  city.  The 
Acarnanians,  after  stripping  the  dead,  and  erecting  trophies, 
returned  to  Aigos. 

113.  The  next  day  there  came  to  them  a  herald  from  the 
Ambraciots  who  had  fled  from  01p»  into  Agrsea,  to  ask  perr 
mission  to  take  up  the  dead  whom  they  had  slain  after  the 
first  engagement,  when  they  left  the  camp  without  permission 
with  the  Mantineans  and  those  who  had  received  it  At 
sight  of  the  arms  taken  from  the  Ambraciots  from  the  city, 
the  herald  was  astonished  at  their  number;  for  he  was  not 
acquainted  with  the  disaster,  but  imagined  that  they  had  be- 
longed to  their  own  party.  And  some  one  asked  him  why 
he  was  so  astonished ;  and  how  many  of  them  had  been  killed ; 
his  interrogator  again  supposing  him  to  be  the  herald  from  the 
troops  at  Idomene.  He  said,  "  About  two  himdred."  His  in- 
terrogator, taking  him  up,  said,  "  These  then  are  evidently  not 
the  arms  [of  such  a  number],  but  of  more  than  a  thousand." 
The  herald  said  in  reply,  "  Then  they  are  not  the  arms  of 
those  who  fought  with  us."  He  answered,  "Yes,  they  are; 
if  at  least  it  was  you  that  fought  yesterday  at  Idomene."  "  We 
fought  with  no  one  yesterday ;  but  the  day  before,  on  our 
retreat"  "Ay,  but  we  fought  yesterday  with  these,  who 
had  come  as  a  reinforcement  from  the  city  of  the  Ambraciots." 
When  the  herald  heard  that,  and  learned  that  the  reinforce- 
ment from  the  city  had  been  cut  off,  breaking  out  into  wailing, 
and  astounded  at  the  magnitude  of  the  present  evils,  he  re- 
turned without  executing  his  commission,  and  no  longer  asked 
back  the  bodies.  For  this  was  the  greatest  disaster  that 
befell  any  one  Grecian  city  in  an  equal  number  of  days  during 
the  course  of  this  war :  and  I  have  not  recorded  the  numbers 
of  the  slain,  because  the  multitude  said  to  have  fallen  is  in- 
credible, in  comparison  with  the  size  of  the  city.  I  know, 
however,   that  if  the   Acarnanians  and    Amphilochians  had 
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wished,  in  compliance  with  the  advice  of  Demosthenes,  to 
take  Ambracia,  they  would  have  done  so  on  the  first  assault : 
but  as  it  was,  they  were  afraid  that  the  Athenians,  if  they  had 
possession  of  it,  might  prove  more  troublesome  neighbors  to 
themselves. 

114.  After  this,  they  allotted  a  third  of  the  spoils  to  the 
Athenians,  and  divided  the  rest  among  their  several  cities. 
Those  given  to  the  Athenians  were  taken  while  on  their 
voyage  home  ;  and  what  are  now  deposited  in  the  temples  of 
Attica,  are  three  hundred  ftill  suits  of  armor,  which  were 
reserved  for  Demosthenes,  and  with  which  he  sailed  back 
home ;  his  restoration  after  the  disaster  in  -^tolia  being  ren- 
dered more  safe  in  consequence  of  this  achievement.  The 
Athenians  on  board  the  twenty  ships  also  returned  to  Nau- 
pactus.  The  Acarnanians  and  Amphilochians,  on  the  de- 
parture of  the  Athenians  and  of  Demosthenes,  granted  a  truce 
to  the  Ambraciots  and  Peloponnesians  who  had  taken  refuge 
with  Salynthus  and  the  Agraeans,  to  return  from  ^niadse, 
whither  they  had  removed  from  the  country  of  Salynthus. 
And  to  provide  for  the  future,  they  also  concluded  a  treaty 
and  alliance  for  a  hundred  years  with  the  Ambraciots,  on 
these  conditions :  that  neither  the  Ambraciots  should  march 
with  the  Acarnanians  against  the  Peloponnesians,  nor  the 
Acarnanians  with  the  Ambraciots  against  the  Athenians; 
but  that  they  should  succor  each  other's  country;  and  that 
the  Ambraciots  should  restore  whatever  towns  or  hostages 
they  held  from  the  Amphilochians,  and  not  go  to  the  assist- 
ance of  Anactorium,  which  was  hostile  to  the  Acarnanians. 
Having  made  these  arrangements,  they  put  an  end  to  the  war. 
Afterward  the  Corinthians  sent  a  garrison  of  their  own  citi- 
zens to  Ambracia,  consisting  of  three  hundred  heavy-armed, 
under  the  command  of  Xenoclides  son  of  Euthycles,  who 
reached  their  destination  by  a  diflScult  route  through  Epirus, 
Such  was  the  conclusion  of  the  measures  in  Ambracia. 

115.  The  Athenians  in  Sicily  the  same  winter  made  a  de- 
scent from  their  ships  on  the  territory  of  Himera,  in  concert 
with  the  Sicels,  who  had  made  an  irruption  on  its  borders 
from  the  interior ;  they  also  sailed  against  the  islands  of 
.zEolus.  On  their  return  to  Rhegium  they  found  that  Py- 
thodorus  son  of  Isolochus,  a  general  of  the  Athenians,  had 
come  to  succeed  to  the  command  of  the  ships  under  Laches ; 
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the  allies  in  Sicily  having  sailed  and  persuaded  the  Athe- 
nians to  assist  them  with  more  vessels.  For  though  the  Sy- 
racusans  commanded  their  land,  yet,  as  they  were  excluded 
from  the  sea  by  only  a  few  ships,  they  were  making  prepara- 
tions, and  raising  a  fleet,  with  a  determination  not  to  put  up 
with  it.  And  the  Athenians  manned  forty  ships  to  send  to 
them ;  thinking  that  so  the  war  in  that  quarter  would  be  more 
speedily  brought  to  a  conclusion,  and  at  the  same  time  wishing 
to  practice  their  men  in  seamanship.  They  dispatched  there- 
fore one  of  their  commanders,  Pythodorus,  with  a  few  ships ; 
intending  to  send  out  Sophocles  son  of  Sostradides,  and  Eu- 
rymedon  son  of  Thucles,  with  the  larger  squadron.  So  Pytho- 
dorus, being  now  in  command  of  Laches'  ships,  sailed  at  the 
close  of  the  winter  to  the  fort  of  the  Locrians,  which  Laches 
had  formerly  taken;  and  returned  after  being  defeated  in 
battle  by  the  Locrians. 

116.  Just  about  the  beginning  of  this  spring,  the  fire  flood 
issued  from  JBtna,  as  it  had  dono  on  former  occasions,  and 
destroyed  some  of  the  territory  of  the  Catanaeans,  who  live  on 
Mount  JBtna,  the  largest  mountain  in  Sicily.  It  is  said  that 
this  eruption  took  place  fifty  years  after  the  preceding  one ; 
and  that  it  has  occurred  three  times  in  all  since  Sicily  has 
been  inhabited  by  the  Greeks.  These  were  the  events  of  this 
winter ;  and  so  ended  the  sixth  year  of  this  war,  of  which 
Thucydides  wrote  the  history. 
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1.  The  following  summer,  about  the  time  of  the  corn's 
coming  into  ear,  ten  Syracusan  ships  and  an  equal  number  of 
Locrians  sailed  and  occupied  Messana  in  Sicily,  at  the  in-, 
vitation  of  the  inhabitants ;  and  so  Messana  revolted  from  the 
Athenians.  This  was  chiefly  done  by  the  Syracusans  be- 
cause they  saw  that  the  place  afforded  an  approach  to  Sicily, 
and  were  afraid  that  the  Athenians  might  hereafter  make  it 
their  head-quarters  and  proceed  against  them  with  a  larger 
force;  by  the  Locrians,  for  hatred  of  the  people  of  ifie- 
gium,  and  with  a  wish  to  reduce  them  by  hostilities  on  both 
sides.  At  the  same  time  too  the  Locrians  had  invaded  the 
territory  of  Khegium  with  all  their  forces,  to  prevent  their 
going  to  the  rescue  of  Messana,  and  also  at  the  instigation  of 
some  exiles  from  Khegium  who  were  with  them.  For  that 
town  had  been  for  a  long  time  torn  by  faction,  and  it  was  im- 
possible at  the  present  time  to  resist  the  Locrians ;  for  which 
reason  they  were  the  more  determined  to  attack  them.  After 
devastating  the  country,  the  Locrians  retired  with  their  land- 
forces,  but  their  ships  remained  to  guard  Messana ;  and  others 
that  were  being  manned  were  to  go  to  that  station,  and  carry 
on  the  war  from  it. 

2.  About  the  same  period  of  the  spring,  before  the  com  was 
ripe,  the  Peloponnesians  and  their  albes  made  an  incursion  into 
Attica,  under  the  conduct  of  Agis  son  of  Achidamus,  king  of 
the  LacedaBmonians ;  and  pitching  their  camp  in  the  country, 
proceeded  to  lay  it  waste.  But  the  Athenians  dispatched  the 
forty  ships  to  Sicily,  as  they  had  been  preparing  to  do, 
and  the  remaining  generals,  Eurymedon  and  Sophocles;  for 
Pythodorus,  the  thiiS  of  them,  had  already  arrived  in  Sicily 
before  them.  These  they  also  ordered  to  attend,  as  they  sailed 
by  the  island,  to  those  of  the  Corcyreans  who  were  in  the  city, 
and  who  were  being  plundered  by  the  exiles  on  the  mountain ; 
sixty  ships  having  hkewise  sailed  from  the  Peloponnese  to  assist 
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those  on  the  mountain,  and  with  an  idea,  that  as  there  was  a 
great  famine  in  the  city,  they  shoidd  easily  possess  themselves 
of  the  government.  Demosthenes,  who  had  continued  in  a 
private  capacity  since  his  return  from  Acamania,  was,  at  his 
own  request,  authorized  by  them  to  use  that  fleet,  if  he  wished, 
for  service  about  the  Peloponnese. 

3.  When,  on  their  voyage,  they  were  off  Laconia,  and  heard 
that  the  Peloponnesian  ships  were  already  at  Corcyra,  Euryme- 
don  and  Sophocles  were  for  hastening  thither,  but  Demosthenes 
desired  them  to  touch  first  at  Pylus,  and  after  doing  what  was 
necessary,  then  to  proceed  on  their  voyage.  "While  they  were 
making  objections,  a  storm  happened  to  come  on,  and  carried 
the  fleet  to  Pylus.  So  Demosthenes  immediately  begged  them 
to  fortify  the  place  (for  this,  he  said,  was  his  object  in  sailing 
with  them),  and  showed  them  that  there  was  great  abundance 
of  timber  and  stone,  and  that  the  post  was  a  strong  one,  and  un- 
occupied, both  itself  and  a  considerable  distance  of  the  country 
round.  For  Pylus  is  about  four  hundred  stades  from  Sparta, 
and  is  situated  in  what  was  once  the  Messanian  territory,  be- 
ing called  by  the  Lacedaemonians  Coryphasium.  But  the  com- 
manders said  that  there  were  many  unoccupied  promontories  in 
the  Peloponnese,  if  he  wished  to  put  the  state  to  expense  by 
occupying  them.  He,  however,  considered  that  this  was  a  more 
advantageous  post  than  any  other,  inasmuch  as  there  was  a 
harbor  close  by,  and  the  Messanians,  who  in  early  times  were 
connected  with  the  place,  and  spoke  the  same  dialect  with  the 
Lacedaemonians,  would  do  them  very  great  injury  by  their  ex- 
cursions from  it,  and  at  the  same  time  be  trusty  guardians  of 
the  place. 

4.  When  he  could  not  convince  either  the  generals  or  the 
soldiers,  having  subsequently  communicated  his  views  to  the 
subordinate  officers  also,  he  remained  quiet  from  stress  of 
weather ;  till  the  soldiers  themselves,  in  their  want  of  occupa- 
tion, were  seized  with  a  desire  to  set  to  and  fortify  the  post. 
Accordingly  they  took  the  work  in  hand,  and  proceeded  with 
it,  though  they  had  no  iron  tools,  but  carried  stones  just  as 
they  picked  them  up,  and  put  them  together,  as  they  severally 
might  happen  to  fit;  while  the  mortar,  wherever  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  use  any,  for  want  of  hods  they  carried  on  their 
back,  stooping  down  in  such  a  way  that  it  might  best  lie  on, 
and  clasping  their  hands  behind  them,  to  prevent  its  falling 
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oflf.  Indeed  in  everj  way  they  made  haste  to  anticipate  the 
Lacedaemonians,  by  completing  the  most  assailable  points  of 
the  work  before  they  came  to  the  rescue ;  for  the  greater  part 
.of  the  position  was  strong  by  nature,  and  had  no  need  of 
fortifications. 

6.  Now  the  LacedsBmonians  happened  to  bo  celebrating  a 
festival ;  and,  moreover,  when  they  heard  it,  they  made  light 
of  it,  thinking  that  when  they  took  the  field,  either  the  enemy 
would  not  wait  their  attack,  or  they  should  easily  take  the  place 
by  storm.  To  a  certain  extent  also  the  fact  of  their  anny  being 
still  before  Athens  delayed  them.  So  the  Athenians,  after  forti- 
fying in  six  days  the  side  toward  the  interior,  and  what  most 
required  it,  left  Demosthenes  there  with  five  ships  to  protect  the 
place,  while  with  the  main  body  of  the  fieet  they  hastened  on 
their  voyage  to  Corcyra  and  Sicily. 

6.  When  the  Peloponnesians  in  Attica  heard  of  the  occupa- 
tion of  Pylus,  they  returned  home  with  all  speed ;  for  the  Lace- 
dsBmonians  and  Agis  their  king  thought  that  the  affair  of  Pylus 
closely  affected  them ;  and,  besides,  having  made  their  incursion 
early  in  the  season,  and  while  the  com  was  still  green,,  they 
were  in  want  of  provisions  for  most  of  their  troops;  while 
stormy  weather,  coming  on  with  greater  violence  than  was 
usual -at  that  season,  distressed  the  army.  So  that  for  many 
reasons  it  happened  that  they  returned  quicker  than  usual,*  and 
that  this  was  the  shortest  incursion  they  had  made ;  for  they 
remained  in  Attica  but  fifteen  days. 

V.  At  this  same  period,  Simonides,  an  Athenian  com- 
mander, having  got  together  a  few  Athenians  from  the  guard- 
Stations,  and  a  large  body  of  the  allies  in  that  neighborhood, 
took  possession  of  Eion  in  Thrace,  a  colony  from  Mende, 
and  hostile  [to  Athens],  which  was  betrayed  to  him.  But 
the  Chalcidians  and  Bottiseans  having  immediately  come  to 
its  rescue,  he  was  beaten  out  of  it,  and  lost  many  of  his 
soldiers. 

8.  On  the  return  of  the  Peloponnesians  from  Attica,  the 
Spartans  themselves  and  the  nearest  of  the  Perodci  immedi- 
ately went  to  the  rescue  of  Pylus ;  but  the  other  Lacedaemo- 
nians were  more  slow  in  marclung  against  it,  as  they  had  but 
just  reached  home  from  a  diflferent  expedition.  They  dispatch- 
ed orders  also  through  the  rest  of  the  Peloponnese  to  bring  up 
their  reinforcements  to  Pylus  as  quickly  as  possible,  and  sent 
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for  their  sixty  ships  at  Corcyra.  These  having  been  hauled 
over  the  isthmus  of  Leucas,  and  having  so  escaped  the  observa- 
tion of  the  Athenian  fleet  at  Zacynthus,  reached  Pylus ;  the 
land-forces  also  having  by  that  time  arrived.  While  the  Pelo- 
ponnesians  were  yet  sailing  up,  Demosthenes  anticipated  them 
by  secretly  sending  two  ships  with  a  message  to  Eurymedon 
and  the  Athenians  on  board  the  fleet  at  Zacynthus  to  join  him, 
as  the  place  was  in  danger.  So  the  ships  sailed  with  all  speed, 
according  to  the  orders  of  Demosthenes ;  while  the  Lacedaemo- 
nians prepared  to  assault  the  place  both  by  land  and  sea,  hoping 
easily  to  take  a  building  completed  in  haste,  and  with  only  a 
few  men  in  it.  At  the  same  time,  expecting  the  arrival  of  the 
Athenian  fleet  from  Zacynthus  to  its  relief  they  intended,  in 
case  of  their  not  having  taken  it  before,  to  bar  also  the  entrances 
into  the  harbor,  that  the  Athenians  might  not  be  able  to  come 
to  anchor  in  it  For  the  island  that  is  called  Sphacteria  both 
secures  the  harbor,  by  stretching  in  a  line  with  it,  and  close  off 
it,  and  narrows  its  entrances ;  on  one  side,  near  the  Athenian 
fortifications  and  Pylus,  leaving  a  passage  for  two  ships ;  on  the 
other,  toward  the  rest  of  the  mainland,  for  eight  or  nine.  It 
was  all  woody  and  pathless  from  its  desert  condition,  and  in 
extent  about  fifteen  stades.  The  entrances  then  they  intended  to 
bar  with  a  close  line  of  vessels,  with  their  heads  looking  outward, 
while  fearing  this  island,  lest  the  enemy  should  carry  on  their 
operations  against  them  from  it,  they  conveyed  over  some 
heavy-armed  troops  into  it,  and  posted  others  fiJong  the  main- 
land. For  so  they  thought  that  both  the  island  would  be 
imfavorable  to  the  Athenians,  and  the  mainland  also,  as  it  did 
not  afford  any  landing-place;  for  the  shores  of  Pylus  itself 
outside  the  inlet,  looking  toward  the  open  sea,  would  present 
no  ground  from  which  they  might  proceed  to  the  aid  of  their 
countrymen ;  and  so  they  should  storm  the  place,  in  all  proba- 
bihty,  without  the  risk  of  a  sea-fight,  as  there  were  no  provisions 
in  it,  and  it  had  been  occupied  after  short  preparation.  Hav- 
ing adopted  these  resolutions,  accordingly  they  conveyed  over 
the  heavy-armed  into  the  island,  draffing  them  by  lot  from 
all  the  lochi,^  There  had  also  been  some  others  sent  over 
before  in  turns;  but  these  last  who  went,  and  who  were 
left  there,  were  four  hundred  and  twenty  in   number,  with 

'  On  these  divisions  of  the  Lacedaemonian  armj,  see  Arnold's  note^ 
V.  68.  3. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


jz.,2.]  THUCYDIDES.  IV.  233 

their  attendant  Helots ;   their  commander  being  Epitadaa  son 
of  Molobrus. 

9.  Demosthenes,  seeing  the  Lacedaemonians  about  to  attack 
him  both  by  sea  and  land  at  once,  made  his  ovfu  preparations 
also;  and  having  drawn  up  under  the  fortifications  the  tri- 
remes he  had  remaining  from  those  that  had  been  left  him,  ho 
inclosed  them  in  a  stockade,  and  armed  the  crews  taken  out 
of  them  with  shields  of  an  inferior  kind,  and  in  most  casea 
made  of  osiers.  For  it  was  not  possible  in  so  lonely  a  place 
to  provide  themselves  with  arms ;  but  even  these  they  had  got 
from  a  thirty-oared  privateer  and  skiff  belonging  to  some 
Messanians,  who  happened  to  have  come  to  them.  Of  these 
Messanians  there  were  also  about  forty  heavy-armed,  whose 
services  he  used  with  the  rest  The  main  body,  both  of  the 
unarmed  and  the  armed,  he  posted  at  the  most  fortified  and 
secure  points  of  the  place,  facing  the  interior,  with  orders  to 
repel  the  land-forces,  should  they  make  an  assault ;  while  he 
himself  having  picked  from  the  whole  force  sixty  heavy- 
armed  and  a  few  bowmen,  proceeded  outside  the  wall  to  the 
sea,  where  he  most  expected  that  they  would  attempt  a  land- 
ing, on  ground  which  was  diflScult,  indeed,  and  rocky,  look- 
ing as  it  did  to  the  open  sea,  but  stiU,  as  their  wall  was  weak- 
est at  that  point,^  he  thought  that  this  would  tempt  them 
to  be  eager  in  attacking  it.  For  they  built  it  of  no  great 
strength  just  there,  expecting  never  to  be  beaten  at  sea  them- 
selves; and  also  thinking  mat  if  the  enemy  once  forced  a 
landing,  the  place  then  became  easy  to  take.  At  this  point 
then  he  went  down  to  the  very  s^a,  and  posted  his  heavy- 
armed,  to  prevent  a  landing,  if  possible ;  while  he  encouraged 
them  with  these  words : 

10.  "  Soldiers,  who  have  shared  with  me  this  adventure,  let 
none  of  you  in  such  an  emergency  wish  to  show  himself  clever 

^  I  have  followed  the  usual  interpretation  of  this  sentence,  though  the 
sense  can  not  Mrly  be  drawn  fit>m  the  words  as  they  now  stand.  Either 
uv  must  be  supplied  with  kniairdaaaOai^  or  it  must  be  changed  into  the 
future,  as  Dobree  proposes,  even  allowing  Goller's  explanation  of  the 
following  verb  being  put  in  the  future :  Futuro  npoOvfujaeaOai  usus  est, 
quia  in  tota  sententii  fUturae  rei  significatio  inest."  Would  it  be  possible 
to  avoid  the  difficulty  by  taking  imaTruaaadai  in  one  of  its  other  senses, 
"to  win"  or  ** carry"  the  wall  ?  The  general  usage  of  Thucydides,  I  con- 
foss,  is  against  this  interpretation ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  in  all 
the  MSS.  but  one  various  reading  of  the  passage,  and  that  would  not  rem* 
edy  the  &ult  in  ihe  tense,  if  the  ordinary  force  of  the  verb  be  retained. 
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by  calculating  the  whole  amount  of  the  danger  that  surrounds 
us,  but  rather  to  charge  the  enemy  with  reckless  confidence, 
and  with  the  probabihty  of  escaping  by  these  means.  For  cir- 
cumstances which  are  as  pressing  as  ours  by  no  means  admit 
of  calculation,  but  require  the  danger  to  be  feiced  as  quickly 
as  possible.  But  indeed  I  see  the  greater  part  of  them  fav- 
orable to  us,  if  we  will  but  stand  our  ground,  and  not,  through 
being  alarmed  at  the  enemy's  numbers,  throw  away  the  ad- 
vantages we  have.  For  the  difficulty  of  landing  which  the 
place  presents  I  consider  to  be  in  our  fiivor :  for  while  we  re- 
main where  we  are,  this  assists  us  in  the  struggle ;  but  if  we 
retreat,  we  shall  find  that  though  [naturally]  difficult,  it  will 
be  easy  when  there  is  no  one  to  offer  resistance.  And  in  that 
case  we  shall  find  the  enemy  the  more  formidable  on  this  very 
account,  because  his  retreat  will  not  be  easily  effected,  even 
though  he  may  be  driven  back  by  us.  For  while  on  board  their 
ships,  they  are  most  easy  to  repel ;  but  when  they  have  once 
landed,  they  are  then  on  equ^  terms  with  us.  Nor  should 
you  be  very  much  alarmed  at  their  numbers;  for  though 
great,  they  will  engage  in  small  detachments,  through  the  im- 
possibility of  bringing  to :  and  it  is  not  an  army  on  the  land, 
fighting  on  equal  ground,  while  superior  in  nimabers ;  but  one 
on  board  a  fleet,  for  which,  when  at  sea,  many  lucky  chances 
are  required  [to  make  it  effective].  So  that  I  consider  their 
difficulties  a  fair  equivalent  for  our  numbers  ;*  and  at  the  same 
time  I  call  on  you,  Athenians  as  you  are,  and  knowing  from  ex- 
perience «s  you  do  the  nature  of  a  naval  descent  on  the  coast 
of  others,  namely,  that  if  a. man  should  stand  his  ground,  and 
not  retreat  for  fear  of  the  roaring  surf  and  the  terrors  of  the 
ships  sailing  to  shore,  he  would  never  be  driven  back ;  [I  call 
on  you,  I  say,]  now  in  your  own  case  to  stand  your  ground,  and 
by  resisting  them  along  the  very  beach  to  save  both  yourselves 
and  the  place." 

11.  When  Demosthenes  had  thus  encouraged  them,  they 
were  more   inspirited,  and  went   down    against    them,   and 

1  With  the  use  of  ttA^^oc  m  this  passage,  to  signify  ii^erior  numbers, 
compare  the  frequent  use  of  tooovtoc  and  ttjXikovto^  with  the  same  in^ 
definite  meaning,  applying  to  small  quantities  or  numbers,  as  well  as  to 
great;  e,  g.,  Demosth.  Philipp.  I.  23,  ToaavTJiv  fibf,  c5  avSpec  'Adijvacoc, 
did  TavTUf  6ti  ovk  bvi  vijv  rifilv  nopiaaaOai  dvvafJLiv  tt^v  ixelva  wapara^ch 
fievriv-  "  Only  so  large  a  force."  So  also  Soph.  Aj.  t47,  and  Eur.  Hipp. 
804. 
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ranged  themselves  close  along  the  sea.  The  L/icedsemonians, 
moved  from  their  position,  and  assaulted  the  ibrt  at  the  same 
time  both  with  their  army  by  land  and  with  their  ships,  of  which 
there  were  forty-three;  the  admiral  on  board  being  Thrasymeli- 
das,  son  of  Cratesicles,  a  Spartan.  And  he  assaulted  it  just  where 
Demosthenes  was  expecting  him.  So  the  Athenians  defended 
themselves  on  both  sides,  landward  and  seaward ;  while  their 
opponents,  divided  into  detachments  of  a  few  ships,  because 
it  was  not  possible  for  more  to  bring  to,  and  relieving  each 
other  in  turn,  were  sailing  up  against  them  with  all  eagerness 
and  mutual  exhortation,  if  by  any  means  they  might  force 
their  passage  and  take  the  place.  The  most  distinguished  of 
all,  however,  was  Brasidas.  For  being  captain  of  a  trireme, 
and  seeing  that,  in  consequence  of  the  difficulty  of  the  posi- 
tion, the  captains  and  steersmen,  even  where  it  did  seem  pos- 
sible to  land,  shrunk  back  and  were  cautious  of  wrecking  their 
vessels,  he  shouted  out,  and  said  that  it  was  not  right  to  be 
chary  of  timbers,  and  put  up  with  the  enemy's  having  built  a 
fort  in  their  country ;  but  he  bade  them  shiver  their  vessels 
to  force  a  landing,  and  told  the  allies  not  to  shrink,  in  return 
for  great  benefits  received,  to  sacrifice  their  ships  for  the  La- 
cedaemonians on  the  present  occasion,  but  to  run  them  ashore, 
and  land  by  any  means,  and  secure  both  the  men  and  the  place. 
12.  In  this  way  he  urged  on  the  rest,  and  having  compelled 
his  own  steersman  to  run  the  ship  ashore,  he  stepped  on  the 
gang-board,  and  was  endeavoring  to  land  when  he  was  cut 
down  by  the  Athenians,  and  fainted  away  after  receiving  many 
wounds.  Having  fallen  into  the  ship's  bows,  his  shield  slipped 
from  around  his  arm  into  the  sea ;  and  on  its  being  thrown 
ashore,  the  Athenians  picked  it  up,  and  afterward  used  it  for 
the  trophy  which  they  erected  for  this  attack.  The  rest  were 
eager  to  land,  but  unable,  both  from  the  difficulty  of  the  ground 
and  from  the  Athenians  standing  firm  and  not  giving  way. 
And  such  was  the  revolution  of  fortune,  that  Athenians  fight- 
ing from  land,  and  that  a  part  of  Laconia,  were  repelling  La- 
cedaemonians when  sailing  against  them ;  while  Lacedaemo- 
nians were  landing  from  ships,  and  on  their  own  country, 
now  hostile  to  them,  to  attack  Athenians.  [I  call  it  a  revo- 
lution of  fortune,]  for  it  formed  at  that  time  the  main  glory 
of  the  Lacedaemonians,  that  they  were  an  inland  people,  and 
most  powerful  by  land ;    and  of  the  Athenians,  that  Ihcy 
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wore  a  maritime  people,  and  had  by  fer  the  most  powerful 
navy. 

13.  Having  then  made  their  attacks  during  that  day  and 
part  of  the  following,  they  ceased  from  them,  and  on  the  third 
sent  some  of  their  ships  to  Asine,  to  fetch  timber  for  the  con- 
struction of  their  engines ;  hoping  that  though  the  wall  op- 
posite the  harbor  was  high,  yet  as  the  landing  was  most 
practicable  there,  they  would  take  it  by  means  of  enjsifines. 
Meanwhile  the  Athenian  ships  from  Zaoynthus  arrived,  fifty  in 
number ;  for  they  were  reinforced  by  some  of  the  guard-ships 
at  Naupactus,  and  four  Chians.  When  they  saw  both  the 
mainland  and  the  island  crowded  with  heavy-armed,  and  the 
ships  in  the  harbor,  and  not  sailing  out  of  it ;  being  at  a 
loss  where  to  get  anchorage,  they  sailed  at  the  time  to  the 
island  of  Prote,  which  is  not  far  off,  and  is  uninhabited,  and 
there  they  passed  the  night.  The  next  day  they  weighed 
anchor  in  readiness  for  an  engagement  in  the  open  sea,  should 
the  enemy  be  disposed  to  put  out  to  meet  them  there ;  if  not, 
intending  to  sail  in  and  attack  them.  They,  however,  neither 
put  out  to  meet  them,  nor  had  done  what  they  had  intended, 
viz.  to  bar  the  entrances ;  but  remaining  quiet  on  shore,  were 
manning  their  ships,  and  preparing,  in  case  of  any  one's  sail- 
ing in,  to  engage  in  the  harbor,  which  is  of  no  small  extent. 

14.  The  Athenians,  on  perceiving  this,  advanced  against 
them  by  each  entrance ;  and  finding  most  of  their  ships  already 
afloat  and  drawn  up  to  meet  them,  they  attacked  and  put  them 
to  flight,  and  chasing  them  as  well  as  the  short  distance  per- 
mitted, disabled  many,  and  took  five,  one  of  them  with  its 
crew ;  while  the  rest  they  charged  after  they  had  taken  ref- 
uge under  the  land.  Some  too  were  battered  while  still 
being  manned,  before  they  got  under  weigh;  while  others 
they  lashed  to  their  own,  and  began  to  tow  ofi*  empty,  the  crews 
having  taken  to  flight.  The  Lacedemonians  seeing  this,  and 
being  exceedingly  distressed  at  the  disaster,  because  their  men 
were  being  intercepted  on  the  island,  went  to  the  rescue,  and 
rushbg  into  the  sea  with  their  arms,  laid  hold  of  the  vessels, 
and  began  to  pull  them  back  again ;  every  one  thinking  the 
business  to  be  obstructed  in  that  part  in  which  he  was  not 
himself  engaged.  Thus  the  uproar  occasioned  was  great,  and 
the  very  reverse  of  what  was  habitual  to  both  parties  wiUi  re- 
gard to  ships :  for  the  Lacedeeraonians,  in  their  eagerness  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


x\r.,xvi.]  THUOYDIDES.  IT.  237 

dismay,  were  absolutely  engaged  in  a  sea-fight,  so  to  speak, 
from  the  land ;  and  the  Athenians,  victorious  as  they  were, 
and  wishing  to  follow  up  their  present  success  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, were  engaged  in  a  land-fight  from  their  vessels.  After 
inflicting  much  labor  and  many  wounds  on  each  other,  they 
separated ;  and  the  Lacedaemonians  saved  their  empty  vessels, 
excepting  those  first  taken.  Both  sides  having  returned  to  their 
encampment,  the  Athenians  erected  a  trophy,  gave  back  the 
slain,  secured  the  wrecks,  and  immediately  began  to  cruise 
round  the  island,  and  guarded  it  vigilantly,  considering  the  men 
as  intercepted;  while  the  Peloponnesians  on  the  mainland, 
who  had  by  this  time  come  with  their  contingents  from  all  the 
cities,  remained  stationary  at  Pylus. 

15.  When  tidings  of  what  had  taken  place  at  Pylus  reached 
Sparta,  it  was  determined  that,  in  so  great  a  calamity,  the 
authorities  should  go  down  to  the  camp,  and  immediately  de- 
cide on  inspection*  what  they  thought  best.  They,  seeing  that 
it  was  impossible  to  assist  their  men,  and  not  wishing  to  run 
the  risk  of  their  perishing  by  starvation,  or  being  overpowered 
and  taken  by  superior  numbers,  determined  to  conclude  with 
the  Athenian  generals,  if  they  were  willing,  an  armistice  con- 
cerning matters  at  Pylus,  and  then  send  embassadors  to  Athens 
on  the  subject  of  a  convention,  and  to  try  to  recover  their  men 
as  quickly  as  possible. 

16.  The  generals  having  acceded  to  their  proposal,  an  ar- 
mistice was  concluded  on  the  following  terms:  "That  the 
Lacedaemonians  should  bring  to  Pylus,  and  deliver  up  to  the 
Athenians,  the  ships  with  which  they  had  fought  the  battle,  and 
all  in  Laconia  that  were  vessels  of  war ;  and  should  make  no 
attack  on  the  fort,  either  by  land  or  sea.  That  the  Athenians 
should  allow  the  Lacedaemonians  on  the  mainland  to  send 
over  to  their  men  in  the  island  a  stipulated  quantity  of  corn, 
ready-kneaded,  viz.  two  Attic  choenixes  of  barley-meal  a  man, 
with  two  cotylae  of  wine  and  a  piece  of  flesh  ;  and  half  that 
quantity  for  each  attendant.*  That  they  should  send  in  these 
rations  under  the  eyes  of  the  Athenians,  and  that  no  vessel 
should  sail  in  by  stealth.  That  the  Athenians  should  keep 
guard  over  the  island,  nevertheless,  so  long  as  they  did  not 

'  Haack,  Goller,  and  Dindorf  retain  the  old  readiug^,  irpog  rb  XPV/^ 
depending  on  dpuvrag^  "  on  inspection  of  the  case." 

*''  i.  e.,  each  of  those  who  are  called,  ch.  8.  9,  ElXoreg  ol  Trepl  avTov^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


238  THtJOYDlDES.  IV.  [xviL,X7iii. 

land  on  it,  and  should  abstain  from  attacking  the  forces  of  the 
Peloponnesians,  either  by  land  or  by  sea.  ThsA  if  either  party 
should  break  any  of  these  terms,  in  any  particular  whatever, 
the  armistice  should  at  once  be  void.  That  it  should  be  in 
force  till  the  Lacedaemonian  embassadors  returned  from  Athens, 
the  Athenians  conveying  them  thither  in  a  trireme,  and  l}ring- 
ing  them  back  again.  That  on  their  arrival  this  armistice 
should  be  void,  and  the  Athenians  should  deliver  back  the 
ships,  in  the  same  condition  as  they  had  received  them."  The 
armistice  was  concluded  on  these  terms ;  and  accordingly  the 
ships,  amounting  to  about  sixty,,  were  given  up,  and  the  em- 
bassadors dispatched ;  who,  on  their  arrival  at  Athens,  spoke 
as  follows : 

It.  "Athenians,  the  Lacedesmonians  have  sent  us  to  effect, 
in  behalf  of  our  men  in  the  island,  whatever  arrangement  we 
may  prove  to  be  most  advantageous  for  you,  while  at  the  same 
time  it  would  be  most  creditable  for  us  with  regard  to  our 
misfortune,  as  far  as  present  circumstances  allow.  Nor  will 
it  be  contrary  to  our  habit  that  we  shall  address  you  at  some 
length ;  but  it  is  the  fashion  of  our  country,  where  few  words 
are  sufficient,  not  to  use  many  ;  but  to  use  more  than  ordin- 
ary, when  there  is  occasion  for  proving  by  words  a  point  of 
importance  to  us,  and  so  effecting  our  purpose.  Receive  then 
what  we  say,  not  in  a  hostile  spirit,  nor  as  though  you  were 
considered  ignorant  and  were  being  instructed  by  us ;  but 
rather  regarding  it  as  an  admonition  to  take  good  advice, 
offered  to  men  who  swre  well  informed.  For  it  is  in  your  power 
honorably  to  secure  your  present  good  fortune,  keeping  the 
advantages  you  have,  and  receiving  an  accession  <Jf  honor  and 
renown ;  and  not  to  feel  as  men  do  that  gain  any  advantage 
contrary  to  their  habit ;  for  through  hope  they  are  ever  grasp- 
ing for  more,  because  they  have  unexpectedly  enjoyed  even 
their  present  good  luck.  But  those  who  have  had  most  changes 
of  fortune  both  ways,  ought  fairly  to  be  most  distrustful  of 
prosperity.  And  this  might  reasonably  be  the  case,  both  with 
your  city,  owing  to  its  great  experience,  and  with  Ourselves. 

18.  "  You  may  learn  this  lesson  by  looking  at  our  present 
misfortunes ;  for  though  enjoying  the  highest  reputation  of  all 
the  Greeks,  we  are  now  come  [with  this  request]  to  you, 
though  we  were  before  accustomed  to  think  that  we  had  our- 
selves more  power  to  grant  what  we  have  now  come  to  sue 
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for.  And  yet  we  were  not  reduced  to  this  either  from  decay 
of  power,  or  from  insolence  on  account  of  greater  accession  lo 
it,  but  from  failure  in  our  plans,  while  reckoning  on  our  ordin- 
ary resources ;  a  subject  in  which  the  same  thing  is  alike  inci- 
dent to  all.  So  that  it  is  not  right  for  you  to  suppose,  that 
because  of  the  present  strength  of  your  city  and  its  accessions, 
fortune  too  will  be  always  on  your  side.  They  indeed  are 
wise  men  who  cautiously  regard  their  good  things  as  doubt- 
ful ;  (the  same  men  would  also  deal  with  misfortunes  more 
discreetly  than  others ;)  and  who  think  that  war  does  not  con- 
form itself  to  that  measure  on  which  men  may  wish  to  meddle 
with  it,  but  will  proceed  as  chances  may  lead  them  on.  Such 
men,  too,  while  they  meet  with  fewest  failures,  because  they 
are  not  elated  by  confiding  in  their  military  success,  would  be 
most  inclined  to  bring  the  war  to  a  conclusion  during  their 
prosperity.  And  yon,  Athenians,  have  now  an  excellent  op- 
portunity of  doing  this  with  us ;  and  of  escaping  hereafter, 
should  you  not  be  persuaded  by  us,  and  then  meet  with  re- 
versas  (which  is  very  possible),  the  imputation  of  having 
gained  even  your  present  advantages  by  mere  chance  ;  when 
you  might  have  left  behind  you  a  character  for  power  and 
wisdom  exposed  to  no  such  hazard. 

19.  "  Now  the  Lacedflemonians  invite  you  to  a  treaty  and 
conclusion  of  the  war,  offering  you  peace  and  alliance,  and 
that  there  should  subsist  between  us  in  other  respects  dose 
friendship  and  intimacy  with  one  another;  while  they  ask 
back,  in  return,  their  men  in  the  island ;  at  the  same  time, 
thinking  it  better  for  both  parties  not  to  try  the  chances  of 
war  to  the  uttermost,  whether  they  may  escape  by  force 
through  some  accidental  means  of  preservation,  or  be  reduced 
to  surrender,  and  be  more  severely  dealt  with.  And  we  think 
that  great  enmities  would  be  most  effectually  reconciled,  not 
if  one  party,  acting  in  a  revengeful  spirit,  and  after  gaining 
most  advantages  in  the  war,  should  bind  the  other  down  by 
compulsory  oaths,  and  make  an  arrangement  with  him  on  un- 
equal terms ;  but  i^  when  he  might  do  so,  showing  regard  for 
fairness,  and  conquering  him  by  a  display  of  goodness,  he 
should,  beyond  his  expectations,  be  reconciled  to  \dm  on  mod- 
erate terms.  For  his  adversary  being  now  bound,  not  to 
retaliate  on  him,  as  one  who  had  been  treated  with  violence, 
but  to  make  him  a  return  of  goodness,  is  more  disposed,  for 
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very  shame,  to  abide  by  the  terms  of  his  agreement.  And 
men  act  thus  toward  their  greatest  enemies,  more  than  toward 
those  who  have  quareled  with  them  in  an  ordinary  degree : 
and  they  are  naturally  disposed  with  pleasure  to  give  way  in 
their  turn  to  such  as  willingly  yield  to  them ;  but  against 
those  that  are  overbearing,  to  hazard  all,  even  against  their 
better  judgment. 

20.  "To  come  to  terms  then  were  good  for  both  of  us  now, 
if  ever,  before  any  irremediable  disaster  overtake  us  in  the 
mean  time ;  in  which  case  we  must  forever  feel  a  private 
hatred  of  you,  in  addition  to  the  public  one ;  and  you  must  lose 
the  advantages  to  whidi  we  now  invite  you.  But  while  things 
are  undecided,  and  while  glory  and  friendship  with  us  are  of- 
fered to  you,  our  own  misfortune,  on  the  other  hand,  being 
adjusted  on  moderate  terms,  before  any  disgrace  befalls  us, 
let  us  be  reconciled,  and  both  ourselves  choose  peace  instead 
of  war,  and  grant  a  respite  from  their  miseries  to  the  rest  of 
the  Greeks ;  who  herein  also  will  think  you  the  chief  agents. 
For  they  are  harassed  with  war  without  knowing  which  of  the 
two  parties  began  it ;  but  if  a  pacification  be  effected,  on  which 
y€)u  have  now  the  greater  power  to  decide,  they  will  refer  the 
obligation  to  you.  If  you  thus  decide,  you  have  an  opportunity 
of  becoming  firm  friends  with  the  Lacedaemonians,  at  their  own 
request,  and  by  conferring  a  favor  on  them,  rather  than  by 
treating  them  with  violence.  And  in  this  consider  what  great 
advantages  are  likely  to  be  involved ;  for  if  we  and  you  agree 
together,  be  assured  that  the  rest  of  Greece,  being  inferior  in 
power,  will  honor  us  in  the  highest  degree." 

21.  The  Lacedaemonians  then  spoke  to  this  effect,  think- 
ing that  the  Athenians  were  before  desirous  of  a  truce,  but 
debarred  from  it  through  their  own  opposition ;  and  that  if 
peace  were  offered,  they  would  gladly  accept  it,  and  give  back 
the  men.  They,  however,  since  they  had  the  men  in  the 
Island,  thought  the  treaty  was  now  ready  for  them,  whenever 
they  might  wish  to  conclude  it  with  them,  and  were  grasping 
after  further  advantage.  They  were  especially  urged  to  this 
by  Cleon  son  of  Clesenetus,  a  demagogue  at  that  time,  and 
most  influential  with  the  populace ;  who  persuaded  them  to 
answer,  that  the  men  in  the  island  must  first  surrender  their 
.  rms  and  themselves,  and  be  conveyed  to  Athens ;  and  that  on 
iheir  arrival,  when  the  Lacedaemonians  had  restored  Nissea, 
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Pegse,  Troezen,  and  Achaia — ^which  they  had  taken,  not  by 
war,  but  by  virtue  of  the  fonner  arrangement,  when  the 
Athenians  had  conceded  them  under  the  pressure  of  calami- 
ties, and  were  at  that  time  somewhat  more  in  need  of  a  truce 
— ^they  diould  then  recover  their  men,  and  conclude  a  treaty 
for  as  long  a  period  as  both  sides  might  wish. 

22.  To  this  answer  they  made  no  reply,  but  desired  them 
to  choose  commissioners  to  meet  them,  who  should  speak  and 
hear  on  each  point,  and  so  calmly  come  to  any  arrai^ment  to 
which  they  might  persuade  each  other.  Upon  that  Cleon 
fell  violently  upon  them,  saying  that  he  knew  beforehand  that 
they  had  no  sound  purpose;  and  it  was  evident  now;  since 
they  were  unwilling  to  say  any  thing  before  the  people,  but 
wished  to  meet  in  council  with  a  few  individuals;  if,  how- 
ever, they  had  any  honest  intentions,  he  told  them  to  declare 
it  before  all.  But  the  Lacedaemonians  seeing  that  they  could 
not  speak  before  the  multitude  (even  though  they  did  think  it 
best,  in  consequence  of  their  misfortune,  to  make  some  con- 
cessions), lest  they  should  lose  favor  with  their  allies  by 
speaking  and  not  succeeding;  and  being  convinced  that  the 
Athenians  would  not  grant  their  proposals  on  moderate  terms, 
returned  from  Athens  without  effecting  their  purpose. 

23.  On  their  arrival,  the  truce  concluded  at  Pylus  was  im- 
mediately at  an  end,  and  the  Lacedaemonians  asked  back  their 
ships,  according  to  agreement.  But  the  Athmans,  alleging 
as  grounds  of  complaint  an  attack  on  the  fort  in  contraven- 
tion of  the  triice,  and  other  particulars  which  appear  not  worth 
nientioning,  refused  to  return  them ;  laying  stress  on  its 
having  been  said,  that  if  there  were  any  violation  of  it  what- 
ever, the  truce  was  at  an  end.  The  Lacedaemonians  denied 
it,  Mid  charging  them  with  injustice  in  their  conduct  respect- 
ing the  ships,  went  away,  and  set  themselves  to  the  war. 
And  now  hostiUtks  were  carried  on  at  Pylus  with  the  great- 
est vigor  on  both  sides;  the  Athenians  cruising  round  the 
island  continually  with  two  ships  in  opposite  directions  duriii^ 
the  day,  while  by  night  they  were  ^1  moored  round  it>  ex- 
c^t  on  the  side  of  the  open  sea,  whoever  there  was  a  wind 
blowing ;  (twenty  ^ips  too  had  joined  them  from  Athens  to 
assisi  in  the  blociade,  so  that  in  all  they  amounted  to  seventy ;) 
and  the  Peloponnesians  being  encamped  on  tiie  continent,  and 
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making  attacks  on  the  fort,  on  the  look-out  for  opportu- 
nity, should  any  offer,  of  rescuing  their  men. 

24.  In  the  mean  time  the  Syracusans  and  their  allies  in 
Sicily,  having  taken  to  join  the  ships  on  guard  at  Messaaa  the 
other  squadron  which  they  were  preparing,  carried  on  the 
war  from  that  place.  They  were  especially  urged  on  to  this 
by  the  Locrians,  out  of  hatred  for  the  people  of  Rhegium, 
whose  territory  they  had  themselves  also  invaded  with  all  their 
forces.  And  they  wished  to  try  the  result  of  a  sea-fight,  see- 
ing that  the  Athenian  ships  stationed  at  Messana  were  but 
few  j  while  by  the  greater  part  of  them,  including  those  that 
were  to  come  thither,  they  heard  that  the  island  was  being 
blockaded.  For  if  they  gained  the  advantage  by  sea,  they 
hoped  that  by  blockading  Rhegium  both  with  their  land- 
forces  and  their  ships  they  woiUd  easily  reduce  it,  and  then 
their  success  would  be  secured;  for  as  the  promontory  of 
Rhegium  in  Italy,  and  that  of  Messana  in  Sicily,  lay  close  to- 
gether, the  Athenians  would  not  be  able  to  cruise  against 
Qiem,  and  command  the  strait  lliis  strait  is  formed  by  the 
sea  between  Rhegium  and  Messana,  where  Sicily  is  at  the 
least  distance  from  the  continent;  and  is  the  Charybdis,  so 
called,  through  which  Ulysses  is  said  to  have  sailed.  And 
as  the  sea  wis  into  it  through  a  narrow  passage  from  two 
great  mains,  the  Tuscan  and  Sicilian,  flowing  at  the  same 
time  with  a  strong  current,  it  has  naturally  been  considered 
dangerous. 

26.  In  this  strait  then  the  Syracusans  and  their  allies,  with 
rather  more  than  thirty  ships,  were  compelled  to  engage,  late  in 
the  day,  about  the  passage  of  a  boat,  and  put  out  to  meet  six* 
teen  vessels  from  Athens  and  eight  from  Rhegium.  Being 
defeated  by  the  Athenians,  they  sailed  off  with  all  speed,  as 
they  severally  happened,  to  their  own  camps,  the  one  at 
Rhegium,  the  other  at  Messana,  after  the  loss  of  one  ship^ 
i^ght  having  overtaken  them  in  the  action.  Alter  this,  the 
Eiocrians  wiSidrew  from  the  Rhegian  territory ;  and  the  fleet 
jyf  the  Syracusans  and  their  allies  united  and  came  to  anchor 
at  Cape  Pelorus  in  the  Messanian  territory,  their  land-forces 
having  also  joined  them.  The  Athenians  and  Rhegians  sailed 
up  to  them,  and  seeing  their  ships  unmanned,  attacked  them- 
and  now  on  timr  side  lost  a  ship,  through  an  iron  grapple 
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having  been  thrown  on  it,  but  the  men  swam  out  of  it  After- 
ward, when  the  Syracusans  had  gone  on  board  their  ships,  and 
were  being  towed  along  shore  to  Messana,  the  Athenians  again 
advanced  against  them,  and  lost  another  vessel,  the  enemy 
having  got*  their  ships  out  into  the  open  sea,  and  charged  them 
first.  Thus  the  Syracusans  had  the  advantage  in  the  passage 
along  shore  and  m  the  engagement,  which  was  such  a&  has 
been  described,  and  passed  on  to  the  port  of  Messana.  The 
Athenians,  on  receiving  tidings  that  Camarina  was  going  to 
be  betrayed  to  the  Syracusans  by  Archias  and  his  party, 
sailed  thither ;  while  tne  Messanians,  in  the  mean  time,  with 
all  their  forces  made  an  expedition,  at  once  by  land  and  by 
sea,  against  Naxos,  a  Chalcidian  town  near  their  borders. 
The  &st  day,  having  driven  the  Naxians  within  their  walls, 
they  ravaged  the  land,  and  the  next  day  sailed  round  with 
their  fleet,  and  did  the  same  in  the  direction  of  the  river 
Acesines,  while  with  their  land-forces  they  made  their  incur- 
sion toward  the  city.  Meanwhile  the  Sicels  came  down 
from  the  highlands  in  great  numbers  to  assist  against  the 
Messanians;  and  when  the  Naxians  saw  them,  they  took 
courage,  and  cheering  themselves  with  the  belief  that  the 
Leontmes  and  other  Grecian  allies  were  coming  to  their  aid, 
made  a  sudden  sally  from  the  town,  and  fell  upon  the  Messa- 
nians, and  having  routed  them,  slew  more  than  a  thousand, 
the  rest  having  a  miserable  return  homeward ;  for  the  barba- 
rians fell  upon  them  on  the  road,  and  cut  off  most  of  them. 
The  ships,  having  put  in  at  Messana,  subsequently  dispersed 
for  their  several  homes.  Immediately  after  this,  the  Leontines 
and  their  alUes,  in  conjunction  with  the  Athenians,  turned 
their  arms  against  Messana,  in  the  belief  of  its  having  been 
weakened ;  and  attempted  it  by  an  attack,  the  Athenians  with 
their  ships  on  the  side  of  the  harbor,  the  land-forces  on  the 
side  of  the  town.  But  the  Messanians,  and  some  Locrians 
with  Demoteles,  who  after  its  disaster  had  been  left  in  it  as  a 
garrison,  suddenly  fell  upon  them,  and  routed  the  greater  part 
of  the  Leontine  troops,  and  slew  many  of  them.  The  Atheni- 
ans, on  seeing  it,  landing  from  their  ships,  went  to  their  as- 
sistance, and  drove  the  Messanians,  back  again  into  the  town, 
having  come  upon  them  while  in  confusion ;  they  then  erected 

*  For  the  difr(»«iit  explanations  of  diroGifjLuadvTuvj  see  Arnold's  note. 
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"a  trophy  and  returned  to  Rhegium.  After  this,  the  Greeks  in 
Sicily  continued  to  make  war  on  each  other  by  land  without 
the  co-operation  of  the  Athenians. 

26.  At  Pylus,  m  the  mean  time,  the  Athenians  were  still 
blockading  the  Lacedaemonians  in  tlie  island,  and  the  Pelo- 
poxmesian  forces  on  the  continent  remained  where  they  were. 
but  ihe  watch  was  kept  by  the  Athenians  with  great  trouble, 
through  want  of  both  victuals  and  water ;  for  there  was  no 
spring  b\;t  one  in  the  citadel  of  Pylos  itself,  arid  that  not  a 
copious  one;  but  most  of  them  were  drinking  such  water  as 
they  would  be  likely  to  find  by  digging  through  the  shingle 
near  the  sea.  They  suflfered  too  from  want  of  room,  being 
encamped,  in  a  narrow  space ;  and  as  the  ships  had  no  roftd- 
stead,  some  of  them  took  their  meals  on  shore  in  their  turn, 
while  others  lay  off  at  anchor.  But  their  greatest  disoourage- 
inent  was  caused  by  the  time  being  prolonged  beyond  their 
expectation ;  for  they  imagined  that  they  should  reduce  them 
to  surrender  in  a  few  days,  shut  up  in  a  desert  isjand  as  they 
were,  and  having  only  brackish  water  to  drink.  The  cause 
of  this  delay  was  the  Lacedsemonians  having  prodaimed,  that 
any  one  who  wished  should  carry  into  the  island  ground  com, 
wine,  cheese,  and  any  other  food  that  might  be  serviceable  in 
the  siege ;  rating  it  a  high  price,  and  promising  freedoria  to 
any  of  the  Helots  who  should  carry  it  in.  Many  others  there- 
fore carried  it  in,  at  all  risks,  and  especially  the  Helots,  put- 
ting out  from  any  part  of  the  Peloponnesians,  as  might  happen, 
and  landing  by  night  on  the  side  of  the  island  toward  the  open 
sea.  But  what  they  particularly  watched  for  was  a  chance  of 
being  carried  to  shore  by  a  wind ;  for  they  more  easily  escaped 
the  look-out  of  the  tnremes,  when  there  was  a  breeze  from 
sea-ward ;  as  it  was  then  impossible  for  the  cruisers  to  anchor 
round  it,  while  their  own  landing  was  effected  in  a  reckless 
manner;  for  their  hoats  being  rated  at  their  value  in  money, 
they  drove  them  up  on  the  beach,  while  the  soldiers  were 
patching  for  them  at  the  landing  places  in  the  island.  But 
all  that  ran  the  risk  in  calm  weather  were  taken  prisoners. 
Divers  also  swam  in  under  water  on  the  side  of  the  harbor, 
dragging  by  a«hord  in  sMns  poppy-seed  mixed  with  honey,  and 
bruised  linseed ;  but  though  these  escaped  unobserved  at  first, 
precautions  were  afterward  taken  against  them.  Indeed  each 
party  contrived  in  every  possible  manner,  the  one  to  throw  in 
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provisians,  the  other  to  prevent  its  being  done  without  their 
observation. 

27.  When  they  heard  at  Athens  the  circumstances  of  the 
army,  that  it  was  thus  being  harassed^  and  that  com  was  thus 
taken  in  for  the  men  in  &e  island,  thejr  were  perplexed,  and 
a6*aid  that  winter  might  surprise  them  m  the  blocKade.  For 
they  saw  that  both  carrving  provisions  round  the  Pelopionnese 
would  then  be  impossible*— at  the  same  time  they  were  in  an 
uninhabited  country,  [where  they  could  get  none  ihemselve^j^ 
and  even  in  summer  they  were  not  able  to  send  round  suffi- 
cient supplies  for  them — and  that  the  blockade  by  sea  of  sa 
harborless  a  country  could  not  be  continued  j  but  that  the  men 
would  either  escape  through  their  givinc  up  their  guard,  orr 
would  watch  for  a  storm,  aud  sail  out  in  me  boats  that  carried 
the  com  in  for  them.  Above  all,  they  were  alarmed  by  the  con- 
duct of  the  Lacedaemonians ;  for  thev  imagined  that  it  was  trota 
their  having  scane  strwig  point  on  tneir  side  that  they  made  noj 
more  overtiu?es  to  them ;  and  they  resetted  not  having  as^ 
sented  to  the  treaty.  Cleon  observing  flieir  ssupcions  of  nim, 
with  regard  to  the  obstacles  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  conven- 
tion, said  their  informants  did  not  speak  the  truth.  When  those 
who  had  come  with  the  tidings  advised  them^  if  they  did  not 
believe  them,  to  send  some  commissioners  to  see,  he  himself^ 
with  Theogenes,  was  chosen  by  the  Athenians  for  that  purpose., 
Aware  therefore  that  he  would  be  compelled  either  to  give  the 
same  account  as  those  whom  he  was  slandering,  or  to  be  proved 
a  liar  if  he  gave  a  different  one,  he  advised  the  Athenians — • 
seeing  that  uiey  were  really  more  inclined  in  their  minids  for  a 
fresh  expedition — ^that  they  should  not  send  commissioners,  nor 
delay  and  waste  their  opportunity,  but  sail  against  the  men,  if 
they  thought  the  report  was  tme.  And  he  pointedly  alluded 
to  Nicias  the  son  of  Niceratus,  who  was  general  at  the  time ; 
hating  him,  aiid  tauntingly  observing,  that  it  was  easy,  if  their 
^nerals  were  men,  to  sail  with  a  force  and  take  those  in  tlie 
island ;  and  that  if  he  had  himself  been  in  office,  he  would  have 
done  it.        . 

28.  Mdas,  observing  fliat  the  Athenians  began  to  murmur 
at  Cleon  for  not  sailing  as  it  was,  if  he  thought  it  so  easy,  and 
at  the  same  time  seeing  that  he  aimed  his  taunts  at  him,  de- 
sired him  to  take  whatever  force  he  chose,  as  far  as  the 
generals  were  concerned,  and  make  the  attempt.    Cleon  think* 
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ing  at  first  that  he  only  pretended  to  give  up  the  command  to 
him,  was  prepared  to  accept  it ;  but  when  he  found  that  he 
really  wished  to  transfer  it  to  him,  he  drew  back,  and  said 
that  he  was  not  general,  but  they ;  beipg  afraid  now,  and  not 
supposing  that  Nicias  would  have  brought  himself  to  retire  in 
his  favor.  He,  however,  again  urged  him  to  undertake  it, 
and  resigned  the  command  against  Pylus,  and  called  on  the 
Athenians  to  attest  it.  They,  as  the  multitude  is  ever  wont 
to  do,  the  more  Cleon  shrank  from  the  expedition,  and  tried  to 
escape  from  what  he  had  said,  pressed  Nicias  the  more  to  give 
up  the  command  to  him,  and  called  loudly  on  Cleon  to  set 
sail.  So  that  not  knowing  how  to  evade  his  words  any  longer, 
he  imdertook  the  voyage,  and,  coming  forward,  said,  that  he 
was  not  afraid  of  the  Lacedaemonians,  but  would  set  sail,  tak- 
ing with  him  no  one  out  of  the  city,  but  only  the  Lenmians 
and  Imbrians  that  were  there,  with  some  targeteers  that  had 
come  to  their  aid  from  CEnus,  and  four  hundred  bowmen  from 
other  quarters.  With  these,  in  addition  to  the  soldiers  at  Pylus, 
he  said  that  within  twenty  days  he  would  either  bring  the  Lace- 
daemonians alive,  or  kill  them  on  the  spot.  The  Athenians 
were  seized  with  lai^hter  at  his  vain  talking,  but  nevertheless 
the  sensible  part  of  them  were  pleased  with  the  business, 
reckoning  that  they  should  gain  one  of  two  good  things; 
either  to  be  rid  of  Cleon,  which  they  rather  hoped,  or,  if  de- 
ceived in  their  opinion,  to  get  the  Lacedgemonians  into  their 
hands. 

29.  When  he  had  thus  arranged  every  thing  in  the  assem- 
bly, and  the  Athenians  had  voted  him  the  command  of  the 
expedition,  having  associated  with  himself  one  of  the  generals 
at  Pylus,  namely,  Demosthenes,  he  prepared  to  set  sail  as 
quickly  as  possible.  He  chose  Demosthenes  for  his  colleague, 
because  he  heard  that  he  was  himself,  meditating  a  descent  on 
the  island.  For  the  soldiers,  being  distressed  by  their  want  of 
room,  and  being  a  besieged  rather  than  a  besieging  party,  were 
eager  to  run  all  risks.  The  firing  of  the  island  had  moreover 
^ven  him  confidence.  For  formerly,  in  consequence  of  its 
being"  extensively  covered  with  wood,  and  pathless,  from  its 
having  always  been  uninhabited,  he  was  afraid,  and  considered 
this  to  be  rather  in  fevor  of  the  enemy ;  as  when  he  landed 
with  a  large  force,  they  might  attack  him  from  an  unseen  posi- 
tion, and  so  do  him  damage.     For,  owing  to  the  forest,  their 
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mistakes  and  aiuotint  of  forces  would  not  be  so  distinctly  seen 
by  him,  while  all  the  blunders  of  his  troops  would  be  visible  to 
them ;  so  that  they  might  fall  on  him  unexpectedly  at  whatever 
point  they  pleased,  it  being  always  in  their  power  to  make  the 
attack.  And  if,  again,  he  should  force  them  to  an  engagement 
in  the  forest,  he  thought  the  smaller  number,  with  knowledge 
of  the  country,  would  have  an  advantage  over  the  larger  with- 
out that  knowledge  ;  and  that  their  own  army,  great  as  it  was, 
might  imperceptibly  be  cut  ofl^  while  they  could  not  see  in  which 
direction  to  assist  each  other. 

30.  It  was,  above  all,  from  his  disaster  in  iEtolia,  which  in 
a  great  measure  had  been  occasioned  by  the  forest,  that  these 
thoughts  struck  him.  The  soldiers,  however,  having  been 
compelled  by  want  of  room  to  land  on  the  extremities  of  the 
island,  and  take  their  dinners  with  a  guard  posted  in  advance  ; 
and  one  ci  them  having  unintentionally  set  fire  to  a  small  part 
of  the  wood,  and  a  wind  having  afterward  arisen,  the  greater 
part  of  it  was  consumed  before  they  were  aware  of  it.  In  this 
way  then  observing,  on  a  clearer  view,  that  the  Lacedaemo- 
nians were  more  numerous  than  he  had  expected — ^for  before 
this,  he  imagined  that  they  took  in  provisions  for  a  smaller 
number — and  now  perceiving  that  the  Athenians  were  more 

n  earnest  about  it,  as  a  thing  that  was  worth  their  attention, 
and  that  the  island  was  more  easy  to  land  on,  he  was  preparing 
for  the  adventure,  by  sending  for  troops  from  the  neighbor- 
ing alliies,  and  getting  every  thing  efee  in  readiness,  when 
Cleon,  after  previously  sending  him  word  that  he  was  coming, 
arrived  at  Pylus  with  the  forces  he  had  asked  for.  After  their 
meeting,  they  sent,  in  the  first  place,  a  herald  to  the  camp 
on  the  continent,  wishing  to  know  whether,  without  running 
any  risk,  they  would  desire  the  men  in  the  island  to  surrender 
to  them  their  arms  and  themselves,  on  condition  of  their  being 
kept  in  mild  custody,  till  some  general  agreement  were  con- 
cluded. 

31.  When  they  did  not  accept  their  proposal,  they  waited 
one  day,  and  on  the  next  put  out  by  night,  having  embarked 
all  their  heavy-armed  on  board  a  few  vessels,  and  a  little  be- 
fore morning  effected  a  landing  on  each  side  of  the  island, 
both  that  of  the  open  sea  and  that  of  the  harbor,  amounting 
to  about  eight  hundred  heavy-armed,  and  proceeded  at  a  run 
against  the  first  post  in  the  island.    For  the  following  was  the 
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way  in  which  the  tnen  were  disposed.  In  this  first  guard 
there  were  thirty  heavy-armed;  the  center  and  most  level 
part  was  held  by  their  main  body,  and  Epitadas  their  com- 
mander; while  a  small  division  guarded  the  very  corner  of 
the  island  toward  Pylus,  which  on  the  sea  side  was  pren 
cipitous,  and  on  the  land  side  least  exposed  to  assault  Fot 
there  stood  there  an  old  fort,  rudely  built  of  stone,*  which 
they  thought  might  be  of  service  to  them,  if  they  should  be 
driven  to  a  compulsory  retreat.  In  this  way  then  were  they 
posted. 

32.  The  Athenians  immediately  put  to  the  sword  the  men 
forming  the  first  guard,  whom  they  had  thus  attacked,;  for 
they  were  still  in  their  beds,  or  only  just  faking  up  their 
arms,  the  landing  having  surprised  th^n,  as  they  fimcied  that 
the  ships  were  only  sailing,  according  to  ctistom,  to  their  sta- 
tions for  the  night.  As  soon  as  it  was  morning,  the  rest  of  the 
forces  also  disembarked,  viz.,  all  the  crews  of  seventy  ships 
and  rather  more  (except  the  lowest  rank  of  rowers),  with 
their  different  equipments;  eight  hundred  bowmen,  and  no 
less  a  number  of  targeteers,  the  Messanian  reinforcements,  and 
all  others  who  were  in  any  positions  about  Pylus,  except  the 
gurison  on  the  fortifications.  By  the  arrange^ient  of  Demos- 
theiies,  they  were  divided  intQ  parties ,  of  two  hundred,  more 
or  less,  and  occupied  the  highest  grounds,  that  the  enemy 
might  be  most  severely  harassed  by  being  surrounded  on  all 
sides,  and  not  know  where  to  make  resistance,  but  be  annoyed 
by  a  double  discharge  of  missiles ;  being  attacked  by  those  be-r 
hind  them,  th.ey  charged  those  before,  and  by  those  posted  on 
each  side,  if  they  made  a  flank  moven^ent.  A^id  so,  wherever 
they  went  they  would  have  the  enemy  on  their  rear,  light- 
armed,  and  the  most  difficult  to  deal  with,  being  strong  at  a 
distance  from  the  use  of  airows,  darts,  stones^  and  slings,  and  it 
being  impossible  even  to  get  near  them ;  for  they  would  con- 
quer while  flying,  and  when  their  enemy  retreated,  would  press 
them  close.  It  was  with  such  a  view  of  the  case  that  Denaos- 
thenes  both  originally  planned  the  descent,  and  made  his  ar; 
rangements  in  the  execution  of  it. 

33.  The  party  under  Epitadas,  which  was  also  the  main 
division  in  the  island,  on  seeing  the  first  post  cut  off,  and  fm 
army  advancing   against  themselves,  closed  their  ranks,  and 

. '  Litwally,  "  with  stones  as  they  were  picked  up." 
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odyanoed  to  meet  the  heavy-armed  of  the  Athenians,  with  a 
wish  to  engage  with  them ;  for  they  were  stationed  on  their 
front,  but  the  light-armed  on  their  flanks  and  rear.  They 
could  not  however  come  up  with  theni,  and  avail  themselves 
of  their  superior  skill  in  arms  (for  the  light  troops  kept  them 
in  check  with  their  missiles  from  both  sides;  while  at  the 
same  time  the  heavy-armed  did  not  come  on  to  meet  them, 
but  remained  still) ;  but  the  irregulars,,  on  whatever  point 
they  ran  up  and  charged  them  most  closely,  they  routed ;  and 
these  again  would  retreat,  and  still  defend  themselves,  being 
lightly  equipped,  and  easily  getting  a  good  start  in  their  flight, 
from  the  difficult  nature  of  the  ground,  and  its  rough  condition 
through  being  before  uninhabited,  over  which  the  Lacedae- 
monians with  their  heavy  armor  could  not  pursue  them. 

34.  For  some  short  time  then  they  skirmished  with  each 
other  in  this  way.  But  when  the  Lacedaemonians  were  no 
longer  able  with  vigor  to  dash  out  against  them  where  they 
made  their  attack,  the  light-armed,  observing  that  they  were 
now  slackening  in  their  resistance,  and  themselves  deriving 
most  confidence  from  a  closer  view — appearing  as  they  did 
many  times  more  numerous  than  the  enemy — and  having  now 
more  accustomed  themselves  to  look  on  them  no  longer  with 
such  terror,  because  they  had  not  at  once  suffered  as  much  as 
they  had  expected,  when  they  were  first  landing  with  spirits 
cowed  at  the  thought  of  attacking  Lacedaemonians  [under 
these  circumstances,  I  say],  they  despised  them,  and  with  a 
shout  rushed  on  them  in  one  body,  and  attacked  them  with  stones, 
arrows,  and  darts,  whichever  came  first  to  their  hand.  From  the 
shouting  thus  raised,  while  they  ran  upon  them,  bewilderment 
seized  them,  as  men  unaccustomed  to  such  a  mode  of  fighting. 
The  dust  also  from  the  wood  that  had  been  burnt  was  rising 
thick  into  the  air,  and  it  was  impossible  for  any  one  to  see 
before  him,  for  the  arrows  and  stones  which,  together  with  the 
dust,  were  flying  from  such  a  host  of  men.  And  here  the 
action  became  distressing  to  the  Lacedaemonians;  for  their 
caps  were  not  proof  against  the  arrows,  and  darts  were 
broken  in  them,  when  they  were  struck;  and  they  could 
make  no  use  of  their  weapons,  being  excluded,  so  far  as  sight 
was  concerned,  from  any  view  before  them ;  and  not  hearing, 
for  the  louder  shouts  of  the  enemy,  their  own  word  of  com- 
mand ;  while  danger  surrounded  them  on  every  side,  and  they 

11* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


250  THUCTDIDES.  IT.  [xxxv.,  xxxn. 

had  no  hope   of  any  means  of  defending  and  saving  them- 


35.  At  last,  when  many  were  now  being  wounded  from 
constantly  moving  in  the  same  place,  they  formed  into  a  close 
body,  and  went  to  the  fort  in  the  comer  of  the  island,  which 
was  not  far  off,  and  to  their  own  guards  there.  On  their  giv- 
ing way,  the  light-armed  then  at  once  took  courage,  and  pressed 
on  them  with  a  far  louder  shout  than  ever.  Those  of  the 
Lacedaemonians  then  who  were  overtaken  in  the  retreat  were 
slain ;  but  the  greater  part  escaped  to  the  fort,  and  wtth  the 
garrison  that  was  there  ranged  themselves  all  along  it,  to 
defend  themselves  where  it  was  assailable.  The  Athenians, 
on  coming  up,  could  not  surround  and  enclose  them,  owing  to 
the  natural  strength  of  the  place,  but  advanced  in  front,  and 
endeavored  to  force  their  position.  And  thus  for  a  long  time, 
indeed  for  the  greater  part  of  the  day,  though  suffering  from 
the  battle,  dust,  and  sun,  both  sides  held  out ;  the  one  striving 
to  drive  them  from  the  high  ground,  the  other  not  to  give 
way ;  and  the  Lacedaemonians  now  defended  themselves  more 
easily  than  before,  as  there  was  no  surrounding  them  on  the 
flanks. 

36.  When  the  business  was  still  undecided,  the  commander 
of  the  Messanians  came  to  Cleon  and  Demosthenes,  and  told 
them  that  they  were  laboring  in ,  vain ;  but  if  they  would 
give  him  a  part  of  the  bowmen  and  light-armed,  to  go  round 
in  their  rear  by  a  way  that  he  should  himself  discover,  he 
thought  he  could  force  the  approach.  Having  received  what 
he  asked  for,  he  started  from  a  point  out  of  the  enemy's  sight, 
that  they  might  not  observe  it,  and,  advancing  wherever  the 
precipitous  side  of  the  island  allowed  a  passage,  and  where  the 
Lacedaemonians,  relying  on  the  strengtn  of  the  ground,  kept 
no  guard,  with  great  labor  and  difficulty  he  got  round  imob- 
served,  and  suddenly  appearing  on  the  height  in  their  rear, 
struck  the  enemy  with  dismay  at  the  imexpected  movement, 
and  gave  much  greater  confidence  to  his  friends  by  the  sight 
of  what  they  were  looking  for.  And  now  the  Lacedaemonians 
were  exposed  to  missiles  on  both  sides,  and  reduced  to  the 
same  result  (to  compare  a  small  case  with  a  great  one)  as 
that  which  happened  at  Thermopylae ;  for  those  troops  were 
cut  off  through  the  Persians'  getting  round  by  the  path ;  and 
these,  being  more  assailed  on  all  sides,  no  longer  neld  their 
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ground,  but  from  fighting,  as  they  were,  a  few  against  many, 
and  from  weakness  of  l^y  through  want  of  provisions,  they 
began  to  retreat ;  and  so  the  Athenians  now  conmianded  the 
approaches. 

37.  Cleon  and  Demosthenes,  aware  that  if  they  gave  way 
even  the  least  degree  more,  they  would  be  destroyed  by  the 
Athenian  forces,  stopped  the  engagement,  and  kept  their  men 
off  them,  wishing  to  take  them  alive  to  Athens,  if  by  any 
means,  in  accordance  with  their  proposals,  they  might  be 
induced  to  surrender  their  arms,  and  yield  to  their  present 
danger.  And  so  they  feent  a  herald,  to  ask  if  they  would  sur- 
render their  arms  and  themselves  to  the  Athenians,  to  be 
treated  at  their  discretion.* 

38.  On  hearing  this,  the  greater  part  of  them  lowered  their 
shields,  and  waved  their  hands,  to  show  that  they  accepted 
the  proposal.  After  this,  when  the  cessation  of  hostilities 
had  taken  place,  a  conference  was  held  between  Cleon  and 
Demosthenes,  and  Styphon  the  son  of  Pharax,  on  the  other 
side ;  for  Epitadas,  the  first  of  their  former  commanders,  had 
been  killed,  and  Hippagretas,  the  next  in  command,  was  lying 
among  ihe  slain,  still  alive,  but  given  up  for  dead;  and 
Styphon  had  been  chosen,  according  to  custom,  to  take  the 
command  in  case  of  any  thing  happening  to  them.  He,  then, 
and  those  who  were  with  him,  said  that  they  wished  to  send  a 
herald  to  the  Lacedaemonians  on  the  mainland,  and  ask  what 
they  should  do.  When  the  Athenians  would  not  allow  any  of 
them  to  leave  the  island,  but  themselves  called  for  heralds 
from  the  mainland ;  and  when  questions  had  pasged  between 
them  twice  or  thrice,  the  last  man  that  came  over  to  them 
from  the  Lacedsemonians  on  the  mainland  brought  them  this 
message ;  "  The  Lacedaemonians  bid  you  to  provide  for  your 
own  interests,  so  long  as  you  do  nothing  disnonorable."  So 
after  consulting  by  themselves,  they  surrendered  their  arms 
and  their  persons.  That  day  and  the  following  night  the 
Athenians  kept  them  in  custody;  but  the  next  day,  after 
erecting  a  trophy  on  the  island,  they  made  all  their  other 
arrangements  for  sailing,  and  distributed  the  men  among  the 
captains  of  the  fleet,  to  take  charge  of;  while  the  Lacedaemo- 
nians sent  a  herald,  and  recovered  their  dead.  Now  the  num- 
ber of  those  who  were  killed  in  the  island,  or  were  taken  alive, 

^  Literally,  "for  them  to  decide  as  they  pleased** 
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was  as  follows.  There  had  crossed  orer  in  all  four  hundred 
and  twenty  heavy-armed,  two  hundred  and  iiinety-two  of 
which  were  taken  [to  Athens]  alive,  and  the  rest  were  slain* 
Of  those  that  were  living  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  were 
Spartans.  On  the  side  of  the  Athenians  t)iere  were  not  many 
killed ;  for  the  battle  was  not  fought  hand  to  hand. 

^9.  The  whole  length  of  time  that  the  men  were  Wock- 
aded,  from  the  sea-fight  to  the  battle  in  the  island,  was  sev- 
enty-two days ;  for  about  twenty  of  whidi,  while  the 
embassadors  were  gone  to  treat  of  peace,  they  had  pro- 
visions given;  but  for  the  remainder,  they  were  fed  by 
tho^e  that  sailed  in  by  stealth.  And  there  was  still  com  in 
the  island,  and  other  kinds  of  food  were  found  in  it;  for 
Epitadas,  the  commander,  supplied  them  with  it  more  dar- 
ingly than  he  naight  have  done.  The  Athenians  then  and  the 
Peloponnesians  returned  with  their  forces  from  Pylus  to  their 
several  homes,  and  Cleon's  promise,  though  a  niiad  one,  was 
fulfilled ;  for  within  twenty  days  he  took  uie  men  to  Athens, 
as  he  engaged  to  do. 

40.  i^d  of  all  the  events  of  the  war  this  h^pened  most 
to  the  surprise  of  the  Greeks ;  for  their  opinion  of  tiie  Lace- 
dsemonians  was,  that  neither  for  famine  nor  any  other  form  of 
necessity  would  they  surrender  their  arms,  but  would  keep 
them,  and  fight  as  they  could,  till  they  were  killed.  Indeed 
they  did  not  believe  that  those  who  had  surrendered  were 
men  of  the  same  stamp  with  those  who  had  fallen ;  and  thus 
one  of  the  allies  of  the  Athenians  some  time  after  asked  one 
of  the  prisoners  from  the  island,  by  way  of  insult,  if  those  of 
them  who  had  fallen  were  honorable^  and  brave  men?  to 
which  he  answered,  that  the  atractus^  (meaning  the  arrow) 
would  be  worth  a  great  deal,  if  it  knew  the  brave  men  from 
the  rest ;  thus  stating  the  f^t,  that  any  one  was  killed  who 
came  in  the  way  of  the  stones  and  arrows. 

41.  On  the  arrival  of  the  men,  the  Athenians  determined 
to  keep  them  in  prison,  till  some  arrangement  should  be  made ; 
and  if  the  Lacedaemonians  should  l^fore  that  invade  their 
territory,  to  take  them  out  and  put  them  to  death.     They  also 

'  i.  e.,  "  gentlemen"  of  the  true  Spartan  blood,  such  as  thej  were  so 
fond  of  representing  themselves.    See  Arnold's  note. 
.   *  "  One  of  the  ordinary  Spartan  words  to  express  what  the  other 
Greeks  called  diarof."    li 
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arranged  for  the  defense  of  Pylus;  and  the  lifefisanians  of 
Naupactus  sent  to  the  place,  as  to  the  land  of  their  Others 
(for  Pylus  is  a  part  of  what  was  formerly  the  Messanian  coun- 
try), such  of  their  men  as  were  most  fit  for  the  service,  and 
plundered  Laconia,  and  annoyed  them  most  seriously  by  means 
of  their  common  dialect.  llio  Lacedeemonians  having  had  no 
experience  aforetime  in  suet  a  predatoiy  kind  of  warfare,  and 
finding  their  Helots  deserting,  and  fearing  that  they  might  see 
their  country  revolutionized  to  even  a  still  greater  extent, 
were  not  easy  under  it ,  but,  although  unwilling  to  show  this 
to  the  Athenians,  they  sent  embassadors  to  them,  and  en- 
deavored to  recover  Pylus  and  the  men.  They,  however, 
were  grasping  at  greater  advantages,  and  though  they  often 
went  to  mem,  sent  them  back  without  effecting  any  thing. 
These  then  were  the  things  that  happened  about  Pylus. 

42.  The  same  summer,  immediately  after  these  events,  the 
Athenians  made  an  expedition  against  the  Ck>rinthian  territory 
with  eighty  ships,  two  thoxisand  heavy-armed  of  their  own 
people,  and  two  hundred  cavalry  on  board  horse-transports ; 
the  ^Jjlesians,  Andrians,  and  Carystians,  from  among  the 
allies,  accompanying  them,  and  Nicias  the  son  of  Niceratus 
taking  the  command,  with  two  colleagues.  Setting  sail,  they 
made  land  in  the  morning  between  the  Ohersonesus^  and 
Rheitus,  on  the  beach  adjoining  to  the  spot  above  which  is  the 
Solygian  hill,  on  which  me  Dorians  in  early  times  established 
th^nselves,  and  carried  on  war  against  the  Corinthians  in  the 
city,  who  were  .^Eolians ;  and  on  which  there  now  stands  a 
village  called  Solygia.  From  this  beach,  where  the  ships  came 
to  land,  the  village  is  twelve  stades  ofi^  the  city  of  Ck>rinth 
sixty,  and  the  Isthmus  twenty.  The  Corinthians,  having  heard 
long  before  from  Argos  that  the  armament  of  the  Amenians 
was  coming,  went  with  succors  to  the  Isthmus,  all  but  those 
who  lived  above  it :  there  were  absent  too  in  Ambracia  and 
Leucadia  five  hundred  of  them,  serving  as  a  garrison;  but 
the  rest,  with  all  their  forces,  were  watching  where  the  Athe- 
nians would  make  the  land.  But  when:  they  had  come  to 
during  the  night  unobserved  by  them,  and  the  appointed 
signiJs  were  raised  to  tell  them  of  the  fact,  they  left  half  their 

*  i.  c,  the  peninsula  and  the  stream ;  the  former  running  out  into  the 
rtea,  from  the  ridge  of  Mount  Oneum.  See  the  sketch  of  the  coast  in 
Arnold,  vol  ii 
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forces   at  Cenchreae,  in  case   the  Athenians  should   advance 
against  Crommyon,  and  went  to  the  rescue  with  all  speed. 

43.  And  Battus,  one  of  the  generals  (for  there  were  two 
present  in  the  engagement),  took  a  battalion,  and  went  to  the 
village  of  Solygia  to  defend  it,  as  it  was  unwalled;  while 
Lycophron  gave  them  battle  with  the  rest  First,  the  Cor- 
inthians attacked  the  right  wing  of  the  Athenians,  immediately 
after  it  had  landed  in  front  of  Chersonesus  j  then  the  rest  of 
their  army  also.  And  the  battle  was  an  obstinate  one,  and 
fought  entirely  hand  to  hand.  The  right  wing  of  the  Athe- 
nians and  Carystians  (for  these  had  been  posted  in  the  extrem- 
ity of  the  line)  received  the  charge  of  the  Corinthians,  and 
drove  them  back  after  some  trouble ;  but  after  retreating  to  a 
wall  (for  the  ground  was  all  on  a  rise)  they  assailed  them 
with  stones  mm  the  higher  gryund,  and  singing  the  paean, 
returned  to  the  attack ;  which  being  received  by  the  Athe- 
nians, the  battle  was  again  fought  hand  to  hand.  Meanwhile 
a  battalion  of  the  Corinthians,  having  gone  to  the  relief  of  their 
left  wing,  broke  the  right  of  the  Athenians,  and  pursued  them 
to  the  sea ;  but  the  Athenians  and  Carystians  from  the  ships 
drove  them  back  again.  The  rest  of  the  army  on  both  sides 
were  fighting  without  cessation,  especially  the  right  wing  of 
the  Corinthians,  in  which  Lycophron  was  opposed  to  the  left 
of  the  Athenians,  and  acting  on  the  defensfive ;  for  they  ex- 
pected them  to  try  for  the  village  of  Solygia. 

44.  For  a  long  time  then  they  held  out  without  jnelding  to 
*ach  other;  but  afterward  (the  Athenians  having  a  service- 
able force  on  their  side  in  their  cavalry,  while  the  others  had 
no  horse)  the  Corinthians  turned  and  retired  to  the  hill,  where 
they  piled  their  arms,  and  did  not  come  down  again,  but  re- 
mained quiet.  It  was  in  this  rout  of  the  right  wing  that  the 
greater  part  of  them  fell,  and  Lycophron  their  general.  The 
rest  of  the  army,  whose  ffight,  when  it  was  broken,  was  eflfected 
in  this  maimer — ^with  neither  hot  pursuit  nor  hurry — with- 
drew to  the  higher  ground,  and  there  took  up  its  position. 
The  Athenians,  finding  that  ihey  no  longer  advanced  to  engage 
them,  spoiled  the  dead,  and  took  up  their  own,  and  immediately 
erected  a  trophy.  But  to  that  half  of  the  Corinthians  which 
had  been  posted  at  Cendireae  for  protection,  lest  the  enemy 
should  sail  against  Crommyon,  the  battle  was  not  visible, 
^wing  to  [an  intervening  ridge  of]  Mount  Oneum ;  but  when 
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they  saw  dust,  and  were  aware  of  it,  they  immediately  went 
to  the  scene  of  action ;  as  also  did  the  older  Corinthians  from  the 
city,  when  they  found  what  had  been  doner  The  Athenians, 
seeing  them  coming  all  together  agJEunst  them,  and  thinking 
that  reinforcements  were  being  brought  by  the  neighboring 
Peloponnesians,  retreated  with  all  speed  to  their  ships,  with  the 
spoils  and  their  own  dead,  except  two  whom  they  had  left  on 
the  field  because  they  could  not  find  them.  Having  gone  on 
board  their  ships,  they  crossed  over  to  the  islands  3iat  lie  off 
the  coast,  and  from  them  sent  a  herald,  and  took  up  under  truce 
the  bodies  they  had  left  behind  them.  There  were  killed  in 
the  battle,  on  the  side  of  the  Corinthians,  two  hundred  and 
twelve  ;  of  the  Athenians,  rather  less  than  ^^, 

45.  Putting  out  firom  the  islands,  the  Athenians  sailed  the 
same  day  to  Crommyon  in  the  Corinthian  territory,  distant 
from  the  city  one  hundred  and  twenty  stades,  and  having  come 
to  their  moorings,  ravaged  the  land,  and  passed  the  night  there. 
The  next  day,  having  first  coasted  along  to  the  Epidaurian  ter- 
ritory and  made  a  descent  upon  it,  they  came  to  Methone, 
which  stands  between  Epidaurus  and  Trcezen ;  and  cutting  off 
the  isthmus  of  the  peninsula  in  which  Methone  is  situated,  they 
fortified  it,  and  having  made  it  a  post  for  a  garrison,  continued 
afterward  to  lay  waste  the  land  of  Trcezen,  Haliae,  and  Epi- 
daurus. After  cutting  off  this  spot  by  a  wall,  they  sailed  back 
home  with  their  ships. 

46.  At  the  same  time  that  these  things  were  being  done, 
Eurymedon  and  Sophocles,  after  weighing  Irom  Pylus  for 
Sicily  with  an  Athenian  squadron,  came  to  Corcyra,  and  with 
the  Corcyraeans  in  the  city  carried  on  war  upon  those  that 
had  established  themselves  on  Mount  Istone,  and  who  at  that 
time,  after  crossing  over  subsequently  to  the  insurrection, 
commanded  the  coimtry,  and  were  doing  them  much  damage. 
They  attacked  their  stronghold  and  took  it,  but  the  men, 
having  escaped  in  a  body  to  a  higher  eminence,  surrendered 
on  condition  of  giving  up  their  auxiliaries,  and  letting  the 
Athenian  people  decide  their  own  fete,  after  they  had  given  up 
their  arms.  So  the  generals  carried  them  across  under  truce 
to  the  island  of  Ptychia,  to  be  kept  in  custody  until  they  were 
sent  to  Athens ;  with  an  imderstanding  that  if  any  one  were 
caught  running  away,  the  treaty  would  be  void  in  the  case  of 
all.    But  the  leaders  of  the  popidar  party  at  Corcyra,  fearing 
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that  the  Athemans  might  not  put  to  death  those  that  wer«  sent 
to  them,  contrive  the  following  stratagem.  They  persuade 
some  few  of  the  jnen  in  the  island,  by  secretly  sending  friends 
to  them,  and  instructing  them  to  say,  as  though  with  a  kind 
motive,  that  it  was  best  for  them  to  make  thdr  escape  as  quickly 
as  possible,  and  that  they  would  themselves  get  a  vessel  ready, 
for  that  the  Athenian  generals  intended  to  give  them  up  to  the 
Corcyraean  popul^e, 

47.  So  when  they  had  persuaded  them,  and  through  their 
own  arrangements  about  the  vessel  the  men  were  caught  sail- 
ing away,  the  treaty  was  declared  void,  and  the  whole  party 
given  up  to  the  Corcyraeans.  And  the  Athenian  generals 
contributed  no  small  share  to  such  a  result— *that  the  pretext 
seemed  strictly  true,  and  its  contrivers  took  it  in  hand  more 
securely — by  showing  that  they  would  not  wish  the  men  to 
be  conveyed  to  Athens  by  another  party  (they  th^^elves 
being  bound  for  Sicily),  and  so  to  confer  ih&  honor  on  those 
who  took  them  there.  When  the  Corcyraeans  had  ffot  posa- 
session  of  them,  they  shut  them  up  in  a  large  buildmg,  and 
afterward  taking  them  out  by  twenties,  led  them  through 
two  rows  of  heavy-armed  soldiers  posted  on  each  side ;  me 
prisoners  being  bound  together,  and  beaten  and  stabbed  by 
the  men  ranged  in  the  lines,  wherever  any  of  them  happened 
to  see  a  personal  enemy ;  while  men  carrying  whips  went  by 
their  side,  and  hastened  on  the  way  those  that  were  proceeding 
too  slowly. 

48.  As  many  as  sixty  men  they  took  out  in  this  manner, 
and  put  to  death  without  the  knowledge  of  those  in  the  build- 
ing ;  (for  they  supposed  that  they  were  taking  them  to  be  re- 
moved to  some  other  place ;)  but  when  they  were  aware  of  it, 
through  some  ones'  having  pointed  it  out  to  them,  they  called 
on  the  Athenians,  and  desired  that  they  would  themselves  put 
them  to  death  if  they  wished.  They  refused  also  *  any  long^ 
to  leave  the  building,  and  said  they  would  not,  as  £eir  as  they 
could  prevent  it,  permit  any  c«ie  to  come  in.  The  Corcyr 
raeans  indeed  were  themselves  not  disposed  to  force  a  passage 
by  the  doors ;  but  having  gone  up  to  the  top  of  the  buildii^, 
and  broken  tiirough  the  roofj  they  threw  me  tiles  and  dis- 
charged their  arrows  down  on  them.  The  prisoners  sheltered 
themselves  as  well  as  they  could,  while  at  the  same  time  the 
greater  part  were  dispatching  themselves,  by  thrusting  into 
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thair  throats  the  arrows  which  their  enemies  discharged,  and 
hai^ng  themselves  with  the  cords  from  some  beds  that  h^^ 
pened  to  be  in  the  phice,  and  by  making  strips  from  their 
clothes ;  and  so  in  every  manner  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
night  (for  night  came  on  while  the  tragedy  was  acting),  they 
were  destroying  themselves,  and  were  dispatched  with  missiles 
by  those  on  the  roo£  When  it  was  day,  tne  Corcyrseans  threw 
them  in  layers  on  wagons,  and  carried  them  out  of  the  city ; 
while  all  the  women  that  were  taken  in  the  building  were  re- 
duced to  slavery.  In  this  way  were  Ae  Corcyrseans  erf  the 
mountain  cut  off  by  the  commons ;  and  the  sedition,  afi;er 
raging  so  laolently,  came  to  this  termination,  at  least,  as  &r  as 
the  present  war  is  concerned ;  for  of  one  of  the  two  parties  there 
was  nothing  left  worth  mentioning.  The  Athenians  then  sailed 
away  to  Si^y,  which  was  their  original  destination,  and  carried 
on  the  war  with  their  allies  there. 

49.  At  the  close  of  the  summer,  the  Athenians  at  Naupactua 
and  the  Acarnanians  made  an  expedition,  and  took  Anactorium, 
a  city  belonging  to  the  Corinthians,  which  is  situated  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Ambracian  Gul^  and  was  betrayed  to  them.  And 
having  turned  out  the  Ccointhians,  Acamanian  settlers  from  all 
parts  of  the  country  themselves  kept  possession  of  the  places 
And  so  the  summer  ended. 

50.  The  following  winter  Aristides  son  of  Archippus,  a 
commander  of  the  Athenian  ships  which  had  been  sent  out 
to  the  allies  to  levy  contributions,  arrested  at  Eion  on  the 
Strymon  Artaphernes,  a  Persan,  on  his  way  from  the  king 
to  Lacedaamon.  On  his  being  conveyed  to  Athens,  they  got 
his  dispatches  translated  out  of  the  Assyrian  character,  and 
read  them:  the  substance  of  which,  as  regarded  the  Lacedae- 
monians (though  J^amj  othe^  things  were  mentioned  in  them), 
was,  that  the  king  did  not  understand  what  they  would  have ; 
for  though  many  embassadors  had  come  to  him,  no  one  ever 
made  the  same  statement  as  another;  if  then  they  would 
but  speak  plainly,  they  might  send  men  to  him  in  company 
with  this  Persian.  Tne  Athenians  afterward  sent  back  Arr 
taphemes  in  a  trireme  to  Ephesus,  and  embassadors  with  him ; 
but  on  hearing  there  that  king  Art^cerxes,  son  of  Xerxes,  was 
lately  dead  (for  it  was  at  that  tune  that  he  died),  they  returned 
home. 

51.  The  same  winter  also  the  Chians  dismantled  their  new 
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fortifications,  at  i^e  command  of  the  Athenians,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  their  suspecting  that  they  would  form  some  new 
designs  against  them :  they  obtained,  however,  pled^  from  the 
Athenians,  and  security  (as  far  as  they  could)  for  meir  making 
no  change  in  their  treatment  of  them.  And  so  the  winter  ended, 
and  the  seventh  year  of  this  war,  of  which  Thucydides  wrote 
the  history. 

52.  At  the  very  commencement  of  the  following  summer, 
there  was  an  eclipse  of  the  sun  at  the  time  of  a  new  moon, 
and  in  the  early  part  of  the  same  month  an  earthquake. 
Moreover,  the  exiles  of  the  Mytilenaeans  and  the  other  Les- 
bians, setting  out  most  of  them  from  the  continent,  and  having 
taken  info  flieir  pay  an  auxiliary  force  from  the  Peloponnese, 
and  raised  troops  from  the  neighborhood,  took  Rhoeteum,  but 
restored  it  without  injury  on  the  receipt  of  2000  Phocaean 
staters.  After  this  they  marched  against  Antandms,  and 
took  the  town  through  the  treachery  of  the  inhabitants.  And 
their  design  was  to  liberate  both  the  other  Actsean  towns,*  as 
they  were  called — which  the  Athenians  held,  though  formerly 
the  Mytilenaeans  owned  them — ^and,  above  all,  Antandrus; 
having  fortified  which  (for  there  were  great  facilities  for 
building  ships  there,  as  there  was  a  supply  of  timber,  with 
Ida  dose  at  handj,  and  sallying  from  it,  as  they  easily  might, 
with  resources  of  every  other  kind,  they  purposed  to  ravage 
Lesbos,  which  lay  near,  and  to  subdue  the  .^fiolian  towns  on 
the  mainland.  Such  were  the  preparations  which  they  meant 
to  make. 

53.  The  Athenians  in  the  same  summer  made  an  expedi- 
tion against  Cythera,  with  sixty  ships,  two  thousand  heavy- 
armed,  and  a  few  cavalry,  taking  with  them  also  from  among 
the  allies  the  Milesians  and  some  others  ;  under  the  command 
of  Nicias  son  of  Niceratus,  Nicostratus  son  of  Diotrephes,  and 
Autocles  son  of  Tolmaeus.  This  Cythera  is  an  island  lying 
off  Laconia,  opposite  to  Malea.  The  inhabitants  are  Laconians, 
of  the  class  of  the  periceci^  and  an  officer  called  the  Judge  of 
Cythera  went  over  to  the  place  annually.  They  also  sent  over 
regularly  a  garrison  of  heavy-armed,  and  paid  great  attention 
to  it  For  it  was  their  landing-place  for  the  merchantmen  from 
Egypt  and  Libya ;  and  at  the  same  time  privateers  were  less 

1  i.  e.f  situated  on  the  uKiij^  or  coast  of  Asia^  opposite  to  Lesbos 
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able  to  annoy  Laconia  from  the  sea,  the  only  side  on  which  it 
could  be  injured ;  for  the  whole  of  it  runs  out  toward  the 
Sicilian  and  Cretan  seas. 

64.  The  Athenians,  therefore,  having  made  the  land  with 
their  annament,  with  ten  of  their  ships  and  two  thousand  heavy- 
armed  of  the  Mlesians,  took  the  town  on  the  coast  called  Scan- 
dea ;  while  with  the  rest  of  their  forces  they  landed  on  the  side 
of  the  island  looking  toward  Malea,  and  advanced  against  the 
lower  town  of  Cythera,  and  at  onc«  found  all  the  inhabitants 
encamped  there.  ,  A  battle  having  been  fought,  the  Cytherians 
stood  their  ground  for  some  short  time,  and  then  turned  and 
fled  into  the  upper  town ;  after  which  they  came  to  an  agree- 
meiit  with  Nicias  and  his  colleagues  to  throw  themselves  on 
the  mercy  of  the  Athenians,  only  stipulating  that  they  should 
not  be  put  to  death.  Indeed  there  had  been  before  certain 
proposals  made  by  Nicias  to  some  of  the  Cytherians,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  the  terms  of  the  capitulation  were  settled 
more  quickly  and  favorably,  both  for  their  present  and  fu- 
ture interests:  and  the  Athenians  would  have  expelled  the 
Cytherians,  both  on  the  ground  of  their  being  Lacedaemo- 
nians and  of  the  island  being  so  adjacent  to  Laconia.  After 
the  capitulation,  the  Athenians,  having  got  possession  of  Scan- 
dea,  the  town  near  the  harbor,  and  appointed  a  garrison  for 
Cythera,  sailed  to  Asine,  Helus,  and  most  of  the  places  on  the 
sea ;  and  making  descents  and  passing  the  night  on  shore  at 
such  spots  as  were  convenient,  they  continued  ravaging  the 
country  about  seven  days. 

55»  The  Lacedaemonians,  seeing  the  Athenians  in  pos- 
session of  Cythera,  and  expecting  them  to  make  descents  of 
this  kind  on  their  territory,  nowhere  opposed  them  with 
their  collected  forces,  but  sent  about  garrisons  through  the 
country,  consisting  of  such  numbers  of  heavy-armed  as  were 
required  at  the  different  places.  And  in  other  respects  they 
were  very  cautious,  fearing  lest  some  innovation  should  be 
made  in  their  constitution,  in  consequence  of  the  imexpected 
and  severe  blow  which  had  befellen  them  in  the  island,  and 
of  the  occupation  of  Pylus  and  Cythera,  and  of  their  being 
surrounded  on  all  sides  by  a  war  that  was  rapid  and  defied 
all  precauticms.  So  that,  contrary  to  their  custom,  they  raised 
four  hundred  horse  and  some  bowmen ;  and  now,  if  ever,  they 
were  decidedly  more  timid  than  usual  in  military  matters, 
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hpmg  en^iged  in  a  conflict  opposed  to  the  usual  character  of 
their  forces,  to  be  ^maintained  at  sea,  and  that  against  Athe- 
nians, by  whom  whatever  they  did  not  atliempt  was  always 
regarded  as  a  failure  in  their  estimate  of  the  success  tbey 
should  have  At  the  same  time  the  events  ^of  fortune,  many 
of  which  had  in  a  short  space  of  time  happened  contrary  to 
their  expectation,  caused  them  the  greatest  dismav ;  and  they 
were  afraid  that  some  disaster  like  that  in  tlie  island  mi^t 
again,  some  time  or  other,  happen  to  them.  And  for  Siis 
reason  they  had  less  courage  for  flghting^  atid  thought  that 
whatever  movement  they  made  they  should  do  wrong ;  be- 
cause their  minds  had  lost  all  assurance,  owing  to  their  former 
inexperience  in  niisfortune. 

56.  Accordingly,  while  the  Athenians  were  at  that  time 
ravaging  their  sea-coast,  whatever  might  be  the  garrison  in  the 
neighborhood  of  which  each  descent  was  made,  generally  speak- 
ing they  kept  quiet,  thinking  themselves  in  each  case  too  tew  to 
resist  them,  and  from  their  present  state  of  feeling.  And  one 
garrison  which  did  offer  resistance  about  Cotyrta  and  Aphro- 
disia,  though  it  terrified  by  an  attack  the,  scattered  crowd  of 
light-armed,  yet  retreated  again,  on  its  charge  being  sustained 
by  the  heavy-armed ;  and  some  few  men  belonging  to  it  were 
Mlled,  and  some  arms  were  taken ;  and  the  Athenians  raised 
a  trophy,  and  then  sailed  back  to  Cythera.  Thence  they 
sailed  round  to  the  Limeran  E^idaurus,  and  after  laying 
waste  some  portion  of  the  land,  came  to  Iliyrea,  which  forms 
a  part  of  the  Cynurian  territory,  as  it  is  called,  and  is  on  the 
frontiers  of  Argos  and  Lacoma.  This  district  the  Lacedae- 
TOonians,  who  owned  it,  gave  to  the  J%inetans,  when  expelled 
from  their  island,  as  a  residence,  for  the  service  they  had  done 
them  at  the  time  of  the  earthquake  and  insurrecoon  ,of  the 
HelotB,  and  because,  though  subject  to  Athens,  they  always 
stood  on  their  side. 

d1.  While  then  tlie  Athenians  were  yet  sailing  toward 
them,  the  .^S^netans  evacuated  the  fortifications  on  the  sea 
which  they  had  happened  to  be  building,  and  retreated  to  the 
upper  town,  in  which  they  lived,  at  the  distance  of  about  tei^ 
stades  from  the  sea.  And  one  of  the  garrisons  in  the  country, 
which  was  also  assisting  them  in  th6  works,  would  not  go  with 
them  within  the  wall,  wough  the  .^S^netans  requested  them ; 
but  thought  it  dangerous  to  be  shut  up  within  it;  and  so 
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having  retreated  to  the  higher  ground  remained  qniet,  as  they 
did  not  consider  themselves  a  match  for  the  enemy.  In  the 
mean  time  the  Athenians  landed,  and  advanced  straightway 
with  all  their  forces,  and  took  Thyrea.  The  town  they 
burned  down,  and  plundered  the  property  in  it,  and  took  the 
Jl^netans  with  them  to  Athens,  excepting  those  that  had  Mien 
in  battle,  and  the  Lacedsemonian  commander  who  was  among 
them,  Tantalus  the  son  of  Patrbcles;  for  he  was  taken 
prisoner  after  being  wounded.  They  also  took  with  them 
some  few  individuals  from  Cythera,  whom  they  thought  best 
io  remove  for  security.  These  the  Athenians  determined  to 
deposit  in  the  islands;  to  order  the  rest  of  the  Cytherians, 
while  they  retained  their  own  country,  to  pay  a  tribute  of  four 
talents ;  to  put  to  death  all  the  JB^netims  that  had  been 
taken,  for  their  former  perpetual  hostility ;  and  to  throw  Tan- 
talus in  prison  with  the  other  Lacedaemonians  taken  in  the 
island. 

68.  The  same  summer,'  the  inhabitants  of  Camarina  and  G^ela 
in  Sicily  first  made  an  armistice  with  one  another ;  and  then  all 
the  rest  of  the  Sicilians  also  assembled  at  Gela,  with  embaisies 
from  all  the  cities,  and  held  a  conference  together  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a  reconciliation.  And  many  other  opinions  were  ex- 
pressed on  both  sides  of  the  question,  while  they  stated  their 
differences  and  urged  their  claims,  as  they  severally  thought 
themselves  injured ;  and  Hermocrates  son  of  Hermon,  a  Syra- 
eusan,  the  man  who  had  the  greatest  influence  with  them, 
luidressed  the  following  words  to  the  assembly : 

69.  "  It  is  hot  because  I  am  of  a  city  that  is  either  the  least 
poweiftd,  or  the  most  distressed  by  hostilities,  that  I  shall  ad* 
dress  you,  Sicilians,  but  in  order  publicly  to  state  what  appears 
to  me  the  best  policy  for  the  whole  of  Sicily.  And  now  with 
regard  to  war,  to  prove  that  it  is  a  disastrous  thing,  why  need 
one  particularize  all  the  evil  involved  in  it,  and  so  make  a  long 
speech  before  those  who  are  acquainted  with  it  ?  For  no  one 
is  either  driven  to  ei^ge  in  it  through  ignorance,  6r  deterred 
kotBiiiphf  fear,  should  he  think  that  he  will  gain  any  advan^ 
tage ;  But  it  is  the  lot  of  the  former  to  imagine  the  gains 
greater  than  the  dangers;  and  the  latter  will  face  the  perils 
rather  than  put  up  with  any  present  loss.  But  if  both  should 
happen  to  be  thus  acting  unseasonably,  exhortations  to  peace 
wc«ild  be  useful.    And  this  would  be'most  serviceaHe  to  us 
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too  at  the  present  time,  if  we  did  but  believe  it  For  it  was 
surely  with  a  purpose  of  well  securing  our  own  several  interests 
that  wel>oth  went  to  war  at  first,  and  are  endeavoring  by  means 
of  conference  to  come  to  terms  again  with  each  other ;  and  if 
each  one  should  not  succeed  in  going  away  with  what  is  fair, 
we  shall  proceed  to  hostilities  again. 

60.  "  We  should  be  convinc^  however,  that  it  is  not  for  our 
own  separate  interests  alone,  if  we  are  wise,  that  this  congress 
will  be  held ;  but  to  consider  whether  we  shall  be  able  any 
longer  to  save  the  whole  of  Sicily,  which,  as  I  conceive,  is  llie 
object  of  the  machinations  of  the  Athenians.  And  we  should 
regard  that  people  as  much  more  compulsory  mediators  in 
such  case  than  my  words ;  who,  possessing  as  they  do  the 
greatest  power  of  all  the  Greeks,  are  watcfing  our  blunders, 
being  here  with  a  few  ships ;  and  under  the  legitimate  name 
of  alliance  are  speciously  bringing  to  a  profitable  conclusion 
their  natural  hostility  to  us.  For  if  we  go  to  war,  and  call 
them  in  to  our  aid,  men  who  of  their  own  accord  turn  their 
arms  even  upon  such  as  do  not  call  them  in  ;  and  if  we  injure 
ourylves  by  means  of  our  own  resources,  and  at  the  same 
time  pave  the  way  for  their  dominion :  it  is  probable  that  when 
they  observe  us  worn  out,  they  will  come  hereafter  with  a  great 
force,  and  endeavor  to  bring  all  these  states  into  subjection  to 
them. 

61,  "  And  yet  we  ought,  if  we  are  wise,  to  aim  at  acquiring 
for  our  own  respective  countries  what  does  not  belong  to  them, 
rather  than  at  diminishing  what  they  already  have,  both  in 
calling  in  allies  and  incurring  fresh  dangers ;  and  to  consider 
that  &ction  is  most  ruinous  to  states,  and  particularly  to  Sicily, 
the  inhabitants  oi  which  are  all  being  plotted  against,  whild 
we  are  at  variance  city  with  city.  Knowing  this  then,  we 
ought  to  make  peace,  individual  with  individu^  and  state  with 
state,  and  to  maJce  a  common  effort  to  save  the  whole  of  Sicily : 
and  the  thought  should  be  entertained  by  no  one,  that  though 
the  Dorian  part  of  us  are  enemies  of  the  Athenians,  the  Chal- 
ddian  race  is  secured  by  its  Ionian  connection.  For  they  are 
not  attacking  our  nations,  because  they  are  different,  and  from 
their  hatred  of  one  of  them ;  but  from  coveting  the  good  things 
of  Sicily,  which  we  possess  in  common.  A^d  this  they  have 
now  shown  upon  the  invitation  of  the  Chalcidian  race :  for  to 
those  who  had  never  yet  assisted  them  on  the  ground  of  their 
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alliance,  they  themselves  with  forwardness  answered  their 
claim,  beyond  the  letter  of  the  compact  And  very  excusable 
is  it  diat  the  Athenians  should  practice  this  covetousness  and 
forecasting ;  and  I  blame  not  those  who  wish  to  reign,  but 
those  who  are  too  ready  to  be  subject  For  human  nature  is 
always  disposed  to  rule  those  that  submit,  but  to  guard  against 
those  that  attack.  And  if  any  of  us  know  this,  but  do  not  fore- 
cast as  we  ought,  and  if  any  one  has  come  here  without  regard- 
ing it  as  his  Srst  care,  that  all  should  make  a  good  arrange- 
ment for  what  is  a  general  cause  of  alarm ;  we  are  mistaken 
in  our  views.  Most  speedily  then  should  we  be  rid  of  that 
alarm  by  making  peace  with  each  other :  for  it  is  not  from  their 
own  country  that  the  Athenians  set  out  against  us,  but  from 
that  of  those  who  invited  them  here.  And  in  this  way  war  is 
not  terminated  by  war,  but  our  quarrels  are  ended  without 
trouble  by  peace ;  and  those  who  nave  been  caUed  in,  having 
come  witli  specious  injustice,  will  go  back  with  reasonable  want 
of  success. 

62.  *^  With  regard  to  the  Athenians  then,  so  great  is  found 
to  be  the  benefit  of  our  taking  good  advice.  And  with  r^rard 
to  peace,  which  is  acknowledged  by  all  to  be  a  most  excellent 
thing,  how  can  it  fail  to  be  mcumbent  on  us  to  conclude  it 
among  ourselves  ?  Or  do  you  think,  that  whatever  good  thing, 
or  the  contrary,  any  one  has,  quiet  would  not  more  effectually 
than  war  put  a  stop  to  the  latter,  and  help  to  preserve  the 
former;  and  that  peace  has  not  the  less  hazardous  honors 
and  splendors  ?  witn  all  other  topics  which  one  might  dis- 
cuss in  many  words,  on  such  a  subject  as  war.  Considering 
then  these  things,  you  ought  not  to  disregard  what  I  say,  but 
should  rather  provide  each  for  your  own  safety  in  compliance 
with  it  And  if  any  one  think  that  he  shall  certainly  gain  some 
advantage,  either  by  right  or  might,  let  him  not  be  annoyed 
by  failure  through  the  unexpected  result ;  knowing  that  many 
men  ere  now,  both  while  pursuing  wjth  vengeance  those  who 
have  wronged  them,  and  hoping,  in  other  instances,  to  win  an 
advantage  by  greater  power,  in  the  one  case,  so  £u*  from 
avenging  themselves,  have  not  even  saved  themselves;  and 
in  the  other,  instead  of  gaining  more,  have  happened  also  to 
lose  what  they  had.  For  vengeance  is  not  necessarily  suc- 
cessful, because  a  man  is  injured ;  nor  is  strength  sure,  be- 
cause it  is  sanguine.    But  the  incalculable  nature  of  the  future 
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prevails  to  the  greatest  possible  degree ;  and  though  the  most  de- 
ceptive of  all  things,  still  proves  the  most  useful :  for  because  we 
are  equally  afraid,  we  are  more  cautious  in  attacking  one  another. 

63.  "  And  now,  on  account  oi  our  indefinite  fear  of  this  un- 
known future,  and  our  inunediate  dread  of  the  Athenians'  pres- 
ence^ being  alarmed  on  both  these  grounds,  and  thinking,  with 
regard  to  any  &ilure  in  our  ideas  of  what  we  severally  thought 
to  achieve,  that  these  obstacles  are  a  suflScient  bar  to  their  ful- 
fiiUment,  let  us  send  away  from  the  country  the  enemy  that  is 
among  us,  and  ourselves  make  peace  forever,  if  possible;  but 
if  not  that,  let  us  make  a  treaty  for  the  longest  term  we  can, 
and  put  off  our  private  differences  to  a  future  period.  In  a 
word,  let  us  be  convinced  that  by  following  my  advice  we  shall 
each  have  a  free  city,  from  which  we  shall,  as  our  own  masters. 
make  aij  equally  good  return  to  him  who  treats  us  either  wefl 
or  ill :  but  ity  through  not  following  it,  we  are  subject  to  others, 
then,  not  to  speak  of  avenging  ourselves  on  any  one,  we  ne- 
cessarily become,  even  if  most  fortunate,  friends  to  our  greatest 
^lemies,  and  at  variance  with  those  with  whom  we  ought  not 
to  be  so. 

64.  "  And  for  myself^  although,  as  I  said  at  the  beginning  of 
my  speech,  I  represent  a;  most  powerful  city,  and  am  more  l4ely 
to  attack  another  than  to  defend  myself,  yet  I  think  it  right  to 
provide  against  these  things,  and  to  make  concessions ;  and  not 
so  to  injure  my  enemies  as  to  incur  greater  damage  myself; 
nor  through  a  foolish  animosity  to  think  that  I  have  absolute 
sway  alike  over  my  own  plans  and  over  fortune,  which  I  can 
not  control ;  but  to  give  way,  as  far  as  is  reasonable.  And  I 
call  oa  you  all,  of  your  own  free  will,  to  act  in  the  same  manner 
as  mysdif,  and  not  to  be  compelled  to  do  it  by  your  enemies. 
For  there  is  no  disgrace  in  connections  giving  way  to  connec- 
tioBs,  whether  a  Dorian  to  a  Dorian,  or  a  Chalcidlan  to  those 
<^  the  same  race;  in  a  word,  all  of  us  who  are  neighbors,  and 
Mve  together  in  one  country,  and  that  an  island,  and  are  called 
by  the  one  name  of  Sicilians.  For  we  shall  go  to  war  again, 
I  suppose,  when  it  may  so  ha][^en,  and  come  to  terms  again 
amon^  ourselves  by  means  of  general  coifferences  *.  but  to  formgn 
invaders  we  sh^ll  always,  if  we  are  wise,  offer  united  resistance, 
inasmtich  as  by  our  separate  losses  we  are  collectively  endan- 
gered ;  and  we  shall  never  in  future  call  in  any  allies  or  me- 
diators.    For  by  acting  thus  we  shall  at  the  present  fime 
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avoid  depriving  Sicily  of  two  blessings — riddance  both  of  the 
Athenians  and  of  civil  war — and  shall  in  future  enjoy  it  by  our- 
selves in  freedom,  and  less  exposed  to  the  machinations  of  others." 

66.  Hermocrates  having  spoken  to  this  eftect,  the  Sicilians 
agreed  among  themselves  in  a  determination  to  have  done  with 
the  war,  retaining  their  several  possessions,  but  that  Morgantina 
should  be  ceded  to  the  Camarinseans  on  their  pajnng  a  stipu- 
lated sum  of  money  to  the  Syracusans.  So  the  allies  of  the 
Athenians  called  those  of  them  who  were  in  command,  and  said 
that  they  should  conclude  peace,  and  that  the  treaty  would  ex- 
tend to  them  also.  When  the  generals  had  expressed  their 
assent,  they  concluded  peace,  and  the  Athenian  ships  afterward 
sailed  away  from  Sicily.  But  on  the  arrival  of  the  generals, 
the  Athenians  at  home  banished  Pythodorus  and  Sophocles, 
and  fined  Eurymedon,  on  the  belief  of  their  having  been  bribed 
to  return,  when  they  might  have  brought  Sicily  under  their 
dominion.  Thus  in  their  present  success  they  presumed  that 
they  could  meet  with  no  impediment,  but  equally  achieve  what 
was  possible  and  impossible,  with  ample  or  deficient  resources 
alike.  The  reason  of  which  was  their  general  success  beyond 
their  calculations,  which  suggested  to  them  an  idea  of  strength 
resting  only  on  hope.* 

66.  The  same  summer,  the  Megareans  in  the  city,  pressed 
at  once  by  the  hostilities  of  the  Athenians,  who  always  in- 
vaded their  country  in  full  force  twice  a  year,  and  by  their 
own  exiles  in  Pegae,  who  had  been  expelled  during  the  strife 
of  factions  by  the  popular  party,  and  harassed  them  by  their 
forays,  began  to  discuss  among  themselves  the  propriety  of 
receiving  back  their  exiles,  and  not  ruining  the  city  in  both 
ways.  The  friends  of  the  banished,  when  aware  of  such  dis- 
cussion, themselves  begged  them  more  openly  than  before  to 
adopt  this  proposal.  But  the  leaders  of  the  commons,  know- 
ing that  the  populace  would  not  be  able  under  the  pressure  of 
their  sufferings  to  hold  out  with  them,  in  their  fear  entered  into 
communication  with  the  Athenian  generals,  Hippocrates  son 
of  Ariphron,  and  Demosthenes  son  of  Alcisthenes,  wishing  to 
betray  the  city  to  them,  and  thinking  that  the  danger  to  them- 
selves would  be  less  than  from  the  return  of  those  who  had 
been  banished  by  them.     It  was  agreed  then  that  in  the  first 

.  '  i  e.,  "  not  arising  from  reality  or  from  resources  now  in  existence^ 
but  from  the  hope  of  gaining  such." — Arnold. 
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place  tlie  Athenians  should  take  the  long  walls  (they  were 
ahout  eight  stades  in  lengUi,  from  the  city  to  Nissea  theit 
port),  that  the  Peloponnesians  might  not  come  to  the  rescue 
from  Nisaea,  where  they  alone  formed  the  garrison  to  secure 
the  good  Mth  of  Megara ;  and  then  that  they  should  endeavor 
to  put  the  upper  town  into  their  hands ;  and  they  thought  the 
inhabitants  would  the  more  readily  Surrender  when  that  had 
beon  done. 

67.  The  Athenians,  therefore,  when  preparations  had  been 
made  on  each  side,  both  by  deeds  and  words,  sailed  in  the 
night  to  Minoa,  an  island  off  Megara,  with  six  hundred  heavy- 
armed  under  the  command  of  Hippocrates,  and  posted  them- 
selves in  an  excavated  piece  of  ground,  from  which  they  used  to 
make  their  bricks,  and  which  was  not  far  off;  while  the  troops, 
with  Demosthenes,  the  other  commander,  consisting  of  light- 
armed  Plataeans,  and  a  second  corps  composed  of  peripoli,^  placed 
themselves  in  ambuscade  in  the  ground  consecrated  to  Mars, 
which  was  at  a  less  distance.  Now  no  one  was  aware  of  this 
but  those  who  took  care  to  know  [what  was  doing]  that  night. 
When  day  was  about  to  dawn,  the  traitors  among  the  Me- 
gareans  did  as  fdlows.  They  had  for  a  long  time  past  used 
means  to  secure  the  opening  of  the  gates,  and  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  officer  in  command,  in  the  guise  of  privateers,  to 
carry  on  a  cart,  during  the  night,  a  boat  worked  by  sculls  along 
the  trench  down  to  the  sea,  and  so  sail  out ;  and  before  it  was 
day,  they  brought  it  again  on  the  cart,  and  took  it  within  the 
wsdl  through  the  gates ;  that  the  Athenians,  as  they  pretended, 
might  not  know  what  precautions  to  take,  no  boat  being 
visible  in  the  harbor.  And  on  that  occasion  the  cart  was 
already  at  the  gates,  and  on  their  being  opened  in  the  usual 
manner  for  the  skif^  as  they  thought,  &e  Athenians  (for  this 
had  been  done  by  agreement  wiSi  them),  on  seeing  it,  ran 
full  speed  frwn  their  ambush,  wishing  to  reach  the  spot  before 
the  gates  were  shut  again,  and  while  the  cart  was  still  in  the 
entrance,  and  prevented  their  bein^  closed;  ihe  Megareans 
who  were  in  concert  with  them  at  me  same  time  dispatching 
the  guard  at  the  gate.  Demosthenes  with  his  Platseans  and 
peripoli  were  the  fost  to  run  in  (at  the  point  where  the  trophy 

J  The  peripoli  were  employed  as  a  movable  force,  and  confined  exclu- 
sively within  the  walla  of  fortified  places,  hut  disposable  for  the  defense 
of  any  point  that  might  be  particularly  threatened.    See  Arnold's  note. 
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now  stands),  and  as  soon  as  they  were  within  the  wall  (for  now 
the  nearest  Peloponnesians  were  aware  of  it),  the  Platseans  en- 
gaged with  and  defeated  those  who  came  to  the  rescue,  and  se- 
cured the  gates  for  the  advancing  heavy-armed  of  the  Athenians. 
68.  Then  each  of  the  Athenians,  as  he  successively  entered^ 
proceeded  against  the  wall.  And  of  the  Peloponnesian  gar- 
rison a  few  at  first  resisted,  and  defended  themselves,  and 
some  of  them  were  killed ;  but  the  greater  part  took  to  flight, 
being  terrified  in  consequence  of  the  enemy  having  attacked 
them  by  night,  and  the  Megarean  traitors  fighti^  against 
them ;  and  linking  that  all  the  Megareans  had  betrayed  them. 
For  it  happened  that  the  Athenian  herald  had  of  his  own 
accord  proclaimed^  that  whoever  of  the  Megareans  wished, 
should  go  and  pile  his  arms  with  the  Athenians.  So  when 
they  heard  that,  they  staid  no  longer ;  but  thinking  that  they 
were  certainly  the  objects  of  a  common  attack,  fled  for  refuge 
to  Nisaea.  ii  the  morning,  when  the  walls  were  now  taken, 
and  the  Megareans  in  the  city  were  in  c(»ifusion,  those  who 
had  negotiated  with  the  Athenians,  and  others  with  them,  viz. 
the  popular  party  who  were  privy  to  the  measure,  said  that 
they  ought  to  throw  open  the  gates,  and  march  out  to  battle. 
It  had  been  arranged  by  them,  that  when  the  gates  were  open- 
ed, the  Athenians  should  rush  in ;  and  they  themselves  would 
be  distinguished  fix)m  the  rest,  for  they  said  they  would  anoint 
themselves  with  oil,  that  they  might  not  be  hurt  And  they 
felt  the  greater  security  in  opening  the  gates,  since,  according 
to  agreement,  the  four  thousand  Athenian  heavy-armed  from 
Eleusis,  and  six  hundred  horse,  had  marched  sdl  night,  and 
were  now  there.  But  when  they  were  anointed,  and  were 
now  standing  about  the  gates,  one  of  their  associates  gave  in- 
formation of  the  plot  to  the  other  party,  who  consequently 
united,  and  came  in  a  body,  and  urged  that  they  ought  neither 
to  march  out  (for  not  even  before,  when  they  were  stronger, 
had  they  ever  ventured  on  this),  nor  to  bring  the  city  into 
evident  danger ;  and  if  any  one  did  not  obey  them,  there  [in 
Megara  itself],  should  the  battle  be  fought.  But  they  ^ve 
no  intimation  of  their  being  acquainted  with  their  practices, 
but  positively  maint^ned  that  they  were  giving  the  best  ad- 
vice ;  and  at  the  same  time  they  kept  their  post  about  the 
gates,  so  that  it  was  not  possible  for  the  conspirators  to  ac- 
complish what  they  intended. 
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69.  The  Athenian  generals,  finding  that  some  obstacle  had 
arisen,  and  that  they  would  not  be  able  to  take  the  city  by 
force,  immediately  proceeded  to  invest  Nissea ;  thinking  that 
if  they  could  take  it  before  it  was  relieved,  Megara  also  would 
the  more  quickly  surrender.  Now  iron,  stone-masons,  and 
all  other  requisites  were  quickly  brought  from  Athens.  So 
they  began  from  the  wall  which  they  occupied,  and  built  a 
cross-wall  on  the  side  of  Megara,  from  the  point  mentioned 
down  to  the  sea  on  each  side  of  Nisaea;  the  whole  army 
having  divided  among  themselves  th.e  trench  and  walls;  and 
they  used  the  stones  and  bricks  from  the  suburb,  and  cutting 
down  the  fruit-trees  and  timber,  strengthened  with  a  palisade 
whatever  point  might  require  it  The  houses,  too,  in  the 
suburb,  wnen  provided  with  battlements,  were  in  themselves 
a  fortification.  That  whole  day  they  continued  working ;  and 
about  afternoon  of  the  next  day  the  wall  was  all  but  com- 
pleted, when  the  garrison  in  Nissea,  in  despair  of  provisions 
(for  they  used  to  receive  daily  rations  from  the  upper  city), 
not  thinking  that  the  Peloponnesians  would  soon  relieve  them, 
and  supposing  the  Megareans  to  be  their  enemies,  capitulated 
to  the  Athenians,  on  condition  that  after  surrendering  their 
arms,  lliey  should  each  be  ransomed  for  a  stipulated  sum ;  but 
that  the  Lacedaemonians,  both  the  commander  and  all  others 
in  the  place,  should  be  treated  by  the  Athenians  according  to 
their  pleasure.  On  these  conditions  they  surrendered  and 
went  out ;  and  the  Athenians,  having  broken  down  the  long 
walls  at  their  abutment  on  Megara,  and  having  taken  posses- 
sion of  Nisaea,  proceeded  with  their  other  preparations. 

10.  Now  Brasidas  son  of  Tellis,  the  LacedsBmonian,  hap- 
pened at  this  time  to  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  Sicyon  and 
Corinth,  preparing  an  army  for  Thrace.  And  when  he  heard 
of  the  capture  of  the  walls,  fearing  both  for  the  Peloponnesians 
in  Nisaea,  and  lest  Megara  should  be  taken,  he  sent  to  the 
Boeotians  with  orders  to  meet  him  with  a  body  of  troops  as 
quickly  as  possible  at  Tripodiscus  (it  is  a  village  in  the  Me- 
garean  territory  that  has  this  name,  under  Mount  Gerania), 
and  went  himself  with  two  thousand  seven  hundred  Corinthian 
heavy-armed,  four  hundred  Phliasian,  six  hundred  Sicyonian, 
and  all  his  own  forces  that  had  been  already  raised,  thinking 
that  he  should  still  find  Nisaea  untaken.  But  when  he 
heard   of  its  capture  (for  he  happened  to  have  gone  out  to 
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Tiipodiscus  by  nigbt),  picking  out  three  hundred  men  from 
his  army,  before  he  was  heard  o^  he  advanced  to  Megara  un- 
observed by  the  Athenians,  who  were  about  the  shore  ;  wish- 
ing nominally,  and  really  too,  if  he  could,  to  make  an  attempt 
on  Nissea ;  but,  above  all,  to  effect  an  entrance  into  Megara, 
and  secure  it.  Accordingly  he  begged  them  to  receive  his 
forces,  tellinff  them  that  he  was  in  hope  of  recovering  Niscea. 

71.  But  the  Megarean  factions  were  afraid,  on  the  one  side, 
that  he  might  introduce  the  exiles,  and  expel  them ;  on  the 
other,  that  the  popular  party,  through  fear  of  this  very  thing, 
might  attack  them,  and  so  the  city  be  mined  by  their  fighting 
with  each  other,  while  the  Athenians  were  close  at  hand  in 
ambush  against  them ;  and  therefore  thev  did  not  receive  him, 
but  both  parties  determined  to  remain  qmet,  and  wait  to  see  the 
result.  For  each  side  expected  that  a  battle  would  be  fought 
between  the  Athenians  and  those  who  had  come  to  relieve  the 
place,  and  that  so  it  would  be  safer  for  themselves  to  go  over 
to  the  side  they  favored,  if  it  were  victorious.  "When  therefore 
Brasidas  did  not  prevail  on  them,  he  returned  again  to  the  rest 
of  the  army. 

72.  In  the  morning  the  Boeotians  joined  them,  having  in- 
deed purposed,  even  before  Brasidas  sent  to  them,  to  march  to  ^ 
the  relief  of  Megara,  considering  the  danger  to  affect  them- 
selves, and  being  already  in  full  force  at  Plataea ;  but  when 
the  messenger  reached  them,  they  felt  much  more  confidence, 
and  after  dispatching  two  thousand  two  hundred  heavy- 
armed,  and  six  hundred  cavalry,  they  returned  again  with 
the  main  force.  When  the  whole  army  was  now  come, 
amounting  to  no  less  than  six  thousand  heavy-armed,  and 
when  the  Athenian  heavy-armed  were  formed  in  line  about 
Nisgea  at  the  shore,  but  their  light-armed  were  dispersed  over 
the  plain ;  the  Boeotian  horse  fell  upon  the  light-armed,  and 
drove  them  to  the  sea,  while  they  were  not  expecting  it;  for 
before  this  no  succors  had  yet  come  to  the  Megareans  from 
any  quarter.  But  the  Athenian  horse  charged  in  return,  and 
came  to  close  quarters  with  them ;  and  there  was  a  cavalry 
action  which  lasted  for  a  long  time,  in  which  both  parties 
claim  to  have  had  the  better.  For  the  Athenians,  close  under 
the  walls  of  Nisaea>  charged,  killed,  and  stripped  the  Boeotian 
commander  of  the  horse,  and  some  few  others ;  and  having 
got  possession  of  these  bodies,  restored  them  under  truce,  and 
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erected  a  trophy :  yet,  regarding  the  action  as  a  whole,  neither 
party  retired  with  a  decided  result,  but  the  Boeotians  drew  off 
to  their  forces,  and  the  Atheniaas  to  Nissea. 

73.  After  this,  Brasidas  and  the  army  moved  nearer  to  the 
sea  and  to  Megara;  and  having  chosen  a  convenient  spot, 
drew  up  in  order  of  battle,  and  remained  still,  thinking  that 
the  Athenians  would  advance  against  them,  and  knowing  that 
the  Megareans  were  waiting  to  see  on  which  side  womd  be 
the  victory.  And  they  considered  that  both  results  were  fa- 
vorable for  them,  their  not  being  the  first  to  make  the  attack, 
and  voluntarily  to  begin  an  engagement  with  all  its  hazard 
(since,  at  any  rate,  they  had  clearly  shown  that  they  were 
ready  to  defend  themselves),  and  the  victory  being  fiairly 
assigned  to  them,  without  any  struggle,  so  to  speak ;  and  that 
at  t£e  same  time  it  was  fevorable  to  their  interest  at  Megara. 
For  if  they  had  not  shown  themselves  there,  they  would  not 
have  had  a  chance,  but  would  certainly  have  lost  the  city, 
being  considered  as  good  as  beaten.  But  as  it  was,  the  Athen- 
ians might  happen  to  be  not  disposed  for  a  contest ;  so  that 
without  fighting  they  would  succeed  in  the  objects  of  their 
coming.  And  this  was  indeed  the  case.  For  the  Athenians 
came  out,  and  drew  up  by  the  long  walls,  but  remained  quiet 
on  their  side  also,  as  the  enemy  did  not  attack  them  :  since  their 
commanders  too  considered  it  no  equal  hazard,  on  the  one 
hand  for  them,  after  succeeding  in  most  of  their  designs,  to 
commence  an  engagement  against  superior  numbers,  and 
either,  if  victorious,  only  to  take  Megara,  or,  if  beaten,  to 
sacrifice  the  flower  of  their  heavy-soldiery ;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  for  merely  a  part  of  their  enemies'  whole  force,  nay  even 
of  that  which  was  present  in  each  case,  to  be  willing,  as  they 
reasonably  might,  with  boldness  to  risk  a  battle.  So  when, 
after  waiting  some  time  and  no  attack  being  made  on  either 
side,  the  Athenians  first  returned  to  Nisaea,  and  then  the 
Peloponnesians  to  the  point  they  had  set  out  from ;  under 
these  circumstances  the  friends  of  the  Megarean  exiles  with 
greater  confidence  threw  open  the  gates  to  Brasidas  and  the 
commanders  from  the  different  states  (considering  that  he  had 
proved  his  superior  strength,  and  that  the  Athenians  had  no 
longer  been  willing  to  fight),  and  having  received  them,  pro- 
ceeded to  confer  with  them,  while  those  who  had  negotiated 
with  the  Athenians  were  now  confounded. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


LXXiv.,LXXV]  THUOYDn)B&  IT.  271 

74.  Afterward,  when  Brasidas  had  dismissed  ihe  allies 
to  their  several  cities,  he  himself  went  back  to  Corinth,  and 
prepared  for  his  expedition  to  Thrace,  which  was  the  original 
destination.  When  the  Athenians  also  had  returned  hame, 
such  of  the  Megareans  in  the  city  as  had  been  most  implicated 
in  the  negotiations  with  them,  knowii^  that  they  had  been 
marked,  immediately  stole  away ;  while  the  rest,  having  con- 
ferred with  the  ^ends  of  the  exiles,  restored  the  party  at 
Pegse,  after  binding  them  by  solemn  oaths  to  forget  the  past, 
and  to  advise  what  was  best  for  the  city.  When,  however, 
they  had  been  put  in  oflSce,  and  held  a  review  of  the  heavy- 
armed  troops,  having  separated  the  battalions,  they  selected 
a  hundred  of  their  enemies,  and  of  those  who  appeared  to  have 
joined  most  decidedly  in  the  negotiations  with  the  Athenians ; 
and  having  compelled  the  commons  to  pass  an  open  sentence 
upon  them,  on  their  being  condemned,  they  put  them  to  death ; 
and  established  a  thorough  oligarchy  in  the  city.  And  this 
change  of  government  lasted  a  very  long  time,  though  effected 
by  a  very  few  men  through  the  triumph  of  a  Action. 

75.  The  same  summer,  when  Antandrus  was  going  to  be 
strengthened  by  the  Mytilenseans,  as  they  were  planning 
[when  we  last  mentioned  them],  Demodocus  and  Arisddes, 
the  commanders  of  the  ships  sent  to  levy  contributions,  being 
about  the  Hellespont  (for  Lamachus,  their  third  colleague, 
had  sailed  with  ten  ships  into  the  Pontus),  became  aware  of 
the  provisions  made  for  the  place,  and  thinking  there  was 
danger  of  its  becoming  what  Anoea  was  to  Samos — where  the 
Saiman  exiles  had  estabUdied  themselves,  and  both  assisted 
the  Peloponnesians  by  sending  pilates  to  their  squadrons,  and 
threw  the  Samians  m  the  city  into  confusion,  and  received 
those  who  deserted  them— on  these  grounds  they  collected  a 
force  £rom  the  allies  and  set  sail,  and  having  defeated  in  a 
battle  those  who  came  out  from  Antandrus  against  them,  re- 
took the  place.  Not  long  after,  Lamachus,  who  had  sailed 
into  the  Pontus,  having  anchored  in  the  river  Calex,  in  the 
territory  of  Heraclea,  lost  his  ships  in  consequence  of  a  rain 
in  the  interior,*  and  the  flood  coming  suddenly  down  upon 
thenL  He  himself  and  his  troops  went  by  land*  through  the 
Bithynian   Thracians,   who   are   situated   across  the  strait  in 

*  Poppo  explains  avaSev  by  "  coelitus."    See  Arnold's  note. 
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Asia,   to  ChalcedoD,   the   Megarean   colony  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Pontus. 

76.  The  same  summer  Demosthenes,  the  Athenian  general, 
went  to  Naupactus  with  forty  ships  immediately  after  the 
return  from  the  Megarid.  For  communications  respecting 
the  aflfairs  of  Boeotia  were  being  carried  on  with  Hippocfates 
and  him  by  certain  men  in  the  cities,  who  wished  to  change 
the  constitution,  and  to  bring  them  under  a  democracy  like 
that  of  Athens;  it  being  especially  under  the  direction  ol 
Ploeodorus,  an  exile  from  Thebes,  that  these  preparations 
were  made  by  them.  A  party  was  to  betray  to  them  Siphse, 
a  sea-port  town  in  the  Thespian  territory,  on  the  Crisaean  Bay ; 
while  Chaeronea,  which  was  dependent  on  what  was  formerly 
called  the  Minyan,  but  now  the  Boeotian  Orchomenus,  was  to 
be  delivered  up  by  another  party  in  that  city ;  the  exiles  from 
it  also  co-operating  most  warmly,  and  raising  mercenary  troops 
from  the  Peloponnese.  Chaeronea  is  the  frontier  town  too  of 
Boeotia,  near  to  Phanotis  in  Phocis,  and  a  party  of  Phocians 
joined  in  the  design.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Athenians  were 
to  seize  Delium,  the  sanctuary  of  Apollo  in  the  territory  of 
Tanagra,  looking  toward  Euboea;  and  these  measures  were 
to  be  simultaneously  executed  on  the  same  day ;  that  the  Boe- 
otians might  not  oppose  them  in  a  body  at  Delium,  but  have 
to  attend  to  their  own  respective  neighborhoods  that  were 
being  revolutionized.  And  should  the  attempt  succeed,  and 
Delimn  be  fortified,  they  confidently  hoped  that  even  if  no 
change  in  their  constitution  were  inmiediately  made  by  the 
Boeotians,  yet  when  these  posts  were  occupied  by  Athenian 
garrisons,  and  the  land  was  being  plundered,  and  the  several 
parties  had  a  rallying  place  close  at  hand,  that  things  would  not 
remain  in  their  present  position,  but  that,  in  the  course  of  time, 
when  the  Athenians  supported  the  disaffected,  and  the  power 
of  the  oligarchs  was  disunited,  they  would  settle  them  to  their 
own  advantage.     Such  then  was  the  design  in  preparation. 

77.  Now  Hippocrates  himself  with  a  force  raised  at  home, 
was  ready,  when  the  time  came,  to  take  the  field  against  the 
Boeotians ;  but  Demosthenes  he  sent  on  before,  with  the  forty 
ships  mentioned,  to'  Naupactus;  that  after  raising  in  those 
quarters  an  army  of  Acamanians  and  the  other  allies,  he 
might  sail  to  Siphae,  in  expectation  of  its  being  betrayed  to 
him :  and  the  day  had  been  fixed  between  them  on  which 
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ihey  were  simultaneously  to  carry  out  these  plans.  Accord- 
ingly, Demosthenes  went  to  Naupactus,  and  finding  JEiiiadje 
compelled  by  all  the  Acamanians  to  join  the  Athenian  con- 
federacy, and  having  himself  raised  all  the  allies  on  that  side, 
and  marched  first  against  Salynthius  and  the  Agraeans,  and 
reduced  them  to  subjection,  he  proceeded  to  make  his  other 
preparations  for  going  at  the  proper  time  to  Siphae. 

18,  About  the  same  part  of  the  smnmer,  when  Brasidas, 
being  on  his  march  with  one  thousand  seven  hundred  heavy- 
armed  to  the  Thrace  ward  countries,  had  come  to  Heraclea  in 
Trachinia ;  and  when,  on  his  sending  before  him  a  messenger 
to  his  partisans  in  Pharsalus,  and  requesting  them  to  conduct 
himself  and  his  army  through  the  country,  ^ere  came  to  Me- 
litia,  in  Achaia,  Panaerus,  Donis,  Hippolochidas,  Torylaus, 
and  vStrophacus,  who  was  proxentts  to  the  Chalcidians; 
upon  that  he  proceeded  on  his  march,  being  conducted  both 
by  other  Thei^ians  and  especially  by  Niconidas  of  Larissa, 
who  was  a  fiiend  of  Perdiccas.  For  on  other  grounds  it  was 
not  easy  to  pass  through  Thessaly  without  an  escort,  and 
with  an  armed  force,  especially,  to  pass  through  a  neighbor's 
countnr  without  having  obtained  his  consent,  was  regard- 
ed with  suspicion  by  all  the  Greeks  alike.  Besides,  the  great 
mass  of  the  Thessalians  had  always  been  on  friendly  terms 
with  Athens :  so  that,  had  not  Thei^y,  by  the  constitution  of 
their  country,  been  under  the  dominion  of  a  few  individuals, 
rather  than  in  the  enjoyment  of  civil  equality,  he  would  never 
have  made  his  way ;  since  even  as  it  was,  another  party,  of 
contrary  views  to  those  who  have  been  named,  met  him  on  his 
march  on  the  river  Enipeus,  and  tried  to  stop  him,  telling 
him  that  he  did  wrong  in  advancing  without  the  national  con- 
sent. But  his  conductors  said  that  they  would  not  escort  him 
against  their  will,  and  that  they  were  only  attending  him  as 
friends,  on  his  unexpectedly  coming  to  them.  Brasidas  him- 
self also  told  them  that  he  came  as  a  fiiend  both  to  the  coun- 
try of  the  Thessalians  and  to  themselves,  and  was  bringing 
his  forces  against  the  Athenians,  who  were  at  war  with  his 
country,  and  not  against  them ;  nor  did  he  know  of  any  en- 
mity existing  betweed  the  Thessalians  and  the  Lacedaemo- 
nians, to  prevent  thek  having  access  to  each  other's  territory : 
and  now  he  would  not  advance  against  their  will  (for  neither 
indeed  could  he) ;  but  yet  he   claimed  not  to  be  obstructed. 
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After  hearing  this,  they  went  away ;  and  he,  without  halting 
at  all,  pushed  on  at  a  rapid  pace,  according  to  the  advice  of  his 
conductors,  before  a  greater  force  might  be  collected  to  stop 
him.  And  so  on  the  day  of  his  setting  out  from  Melitia  he  per- 
formed the  whole  distance  to  Pharsalus,  and  encamped  on  the 
river  Apidanus;  thence  to  Phacium,  and  thence  to  Peraebia. 
At  that  point  his  Thessalian  escort  returned ;  but  the  Perae- 
bians,  who  were  subject  to  the  Thessalians,  brought  him  to 
Dium,  in  the  dominions  of  Perdiccas,  a  town  of  Macedonia 
lying  under  Mount  Olympus,  on  the  side  of  Thessaly. 

79.  In  this  way  Brasidas  stole  a  rapid  march  through 
Thessaly,  before  any  one  was  prepared  to  stop  him,  and 
reached  Perdiccas  and  Chalcidice.  For  what  brought  the 
army  up  out  of  the  Peloponnese,  while  the  affairs  of  Athens 
were  so  prosperous,  was  the  fear  of  the  Thrace-ward  cities 
which  had  revolted  from  the  Athenians,  and  that  of  Perdiccas : 
the  Chalcidians  thinking  that  the  Athenians  would  in  the 
first  place  march  against  them  (and  moreover,  the  cities  ne^ 
to  them  which  had  not  revolted,  secretly  joined  in  the  invita- 
tionV  and  Perdiccas,  though  not  an  open  enemy,  yet  being 
afraid,  on  his  part  also,  because  of  his  old  quarrels  with  the 
Athenians,  and  most  of  all  being  desirous  of  reducing  to  sub- 
jection Arrhibseus,  the  king  of  the  Lyncestians. 

80.  And  what  contributed  to  their  getting  the  army  out  of 
the  Peloponnese  the  more  easily,  was  the  misfortune  of  the 
Lacedaemonians  at  that  time.  For  as  the  Athenians  were 
pressing  hard  upon  the  Peloponnese,  and  especially  upon  their 
territory,  they  hoped  to  divert  them  from  it  most  effectually, 
if  they  annoyed  them  in  return  by  sending  an  army  to  their 
allies ;  especially  as  they  were  ready  to  maintain  it,  and  were 
calling  them  to  their  aid,  with  a  view  to  revdting,  Besides, 
they  were  glad  to  have  a  pretext  for  sending  away  some  of  the 
Helots ;  lest  in  the  present  state  of  afiBurs,  when  Pylus  was 
occupied  by  an  enemy,  they  might  attempt  some  revolution. 
Indeed  through  fear  of  their  youth  and  great  numbers,  they 
even  perpetrated  the  following  deed  (for  at  all  times  most  of 
the  Lacedaemonian  institutions  were  framed  particularly  with  a 
view  to  the  Helots,  to  guard  against  them) :  They  made  proc- 
lamation, that  as  many  of  them  as  claimed  to  have  done  the 
state  most  service  against  the  enemy  should  be  picked  out, 
professing  that  they  would  give  them  their  liberty ;  thus  ap- 
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plying  a  test  to  them,  and  thinking  that  those  who  severally 
claimed  to  be  first  made  free,  would  also,  through  their  high 
spirit,  be  most  ready  to  attack  them.  Having  thus  selected  as 
many  as  two  thousand,  the  Helots  crowned  themselves,  and  went 
round  to  the  temples,  on  the  strength  of  having  gained  their 
freedom ;  but  the  Spartans  soon  after  did  away  wiSi  them,  and 
no  one  ever  knew  by  what  means  they  were  severally  dispatched. 
And  on  this  occasion  they  eagerly  sent  away  seven  hundred  of 
them  with  Brasidas  as  heavy-armed  troops :  the  rest  of  his 
army  he  induced  by  pay  to  follow  him  from  the  Peloponnese. 
As  for  Brasidas  himself,  it  was  chiefly  at  his  own  desire  that 
the  Lacedaemonians  sent  him  out 

81.  But  the  Ohalcidians  were  also  very  anxious  to  have  him, 
as  a  nian  who  both  appeared,  while  in  Sparta,  to  be  active  in 
every  thing,  and  after  he  had  gone  from  home,  proved  himself 
most  valuable  to  the  Lacedaemonians.  For  at  that  present  time, 
by  showing  himself  just  and  moderate  toward  the  cities,  ho 
caused  their  revolt  m  most  instances;  while  other  places  he 
took  through  their  being  betrayed  to  him ;  so  that  the  Lacedae- 
monians, if  they  might  wish  to  conclude  peace  (as  they  did), 
had  towns  to  give  and  receive  back,  and  a  respite  irom  the  war 
in  the  Peloponnese.  And  at  a  later  period  of  the  war,  after 
what  had  happened  in  Sicily,  it  was  the  probity  and  tact  of 
Brasidas  at  tins  time,  experienced  by  some  and  heard  of  by 
others,  that  most  raised  among  the  allies  of  Athens  a  strong 
inclination  toward  the  Lacedaemonians.  For  by  going  out  first, 
and  showing  himself  to  be  in  all  respects  a  worthy  man,  he 
left  among  them  an  assured  hope  that  the  rest  also  were  like 
him. 

82.  On  his  arrival  then  at  this  time  in  the  countries  Thrace- 
ward,  the  Athenians,  when  they  heard  it,  declared  war 
against  Perdiccas,  thinking  that  he  was  the  cause  of  his 
piarch  thither ;  and  kept  a  closer  watch  over  their  allies  in 
that  quarter. 

83.  Perdiccas  inmiediately  took  Brasidas  and  his  army,  and 
led  them  with  his  own  forces  against  Arrhibaeus  the  son  of 
Bromerus,  king  of  the  Lyncestian  Macedonians,  whose  terri- 
tory bordered  on  his  own ;  for  he  had  a  quarrel  with  him, 
and  wished  to  reduce  him  to  subjection.  But  when  he  had 
come  with  his  army,  accompanied  by  Brasidas,  to  the  pass 
into  Lyncus,  Brasidas  told  him  that  he  wished  to  go,  before 
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hostilities  were  commenced,  and  by  means  of  words  bring 
Arrhibaeus  into  alliance  with  the  Ladedsemonians,  if  he  could. 
Indeed  Arrhibaeus  sent  a  herald  to  make  some  advances, 
being  M^ing  to  refer  the  matter  to  Brasidas  as  an  arbitrator 
between  them:  and  the  Chalcidian  envoys  who  were  with 
him,  advised  him  not  to  remove  the  apprehensions  of  Per- 
diccas,  that  they  might  be  able  to  command  his  more  hearty 
assistance  in  their  own  affairs  also.  Besides,  the  envoys  from 
Perdiccas  had  made  at  Lacedsemon  a  declaration  to  this  ef- 
fect, that  he  would  bring  many  places  around  him  into  alliance 
with  them  ;  so  that  Brasidas,  on  the  strength  of  this  thought 
himself  entitled  to  arrange  the  affairs  of  Arrhibaeus  in  com- 
mon^ with  Perdiccas,  rather  than  leave  them  to  him  alone. 
But  Perdiccas  said  that  he  had  not  taken  Brasidas  as  an  arbi- 
trator in  their  disputes,  but  rather  to  destroy  the  enemies  he 
should  point  out  to  him ;  and,  that  he  would  act  unjustly,  if, 
while  he  supported  half  his  army,  he  should  hold  a  conference 
with  Arrhibaeus.  But  Brasidas,  against  the  king's  will,  and 
after  a  quarrel  with  him,  had  a  meeting  with  Arrhibaeus,  and, 
being  persuaded  by  his  arguments,  drew  off  the  army  b^ore 
they  entered  his  country.  And  Perdiccas  after  this  supplied 
but  a  third,  instead  of  a  hal^  toward  the  support  of  the  army, 
considering  himself  to  be  aggrieved. 

84.  The  same  summer,  Brasidas,  accompanied  by  the  Ohal- 
cidians,  immediately  made  an  expedition  against  Acanthus,  the 
colony  of  the  Adrians,  a  little  before  the  vintage.  The  people 
there  were  divided  into  parties  among  themselves  on  the  subject 
of  receiving  him,  those  who  with  the  Chalcidians  joined  in  in- 
viting him,  and  the  commons  [who  were  opposed  to  it].  Never- 
theless, through  fear  for  their  fruit,  which  was  still  out,  when 
the  commons  were  urged  by  Brasidas  to  admit  him  alone,  and 
to  decide  after  hearing  him,  they  admitted  him.  And  coming 
forward  to  speak  to  the  people  (being,  for  a  Lacedaemonian, 
not  deficient  m  eloquence),  he  addressed  them  as  follows : 

85.  "  The  sending  out,  Acanthians,  of  myself  and  my  army 
by  the  Lacedaemomans,  has  been  executed  to  verify  the  reason 
we  alleged  for  hostilities  at  the  commencement  of  them,  viz., 

1  Or,  Kotvy  fzuXXov  may  signify  "  on  more  public  grounds,"  *.  e.,  on  the 
strength  of  what  Perdiccas  had  held  out  at  Sparta  as  a  national  advan- 
tage that  would  result  from  their  sending  troops  to  co-operate  with  him- 
Poppo  and  Bloomfield  think  it  signifies  "  more  impartially." 
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that  to  liberate  Greece  we  should  go  to  war  with  the  Athenians. 
And  if  we  have  been  long  in  coming  to  yon,  through  being 
dis^pointed  in  our  expectation  regarding  the  war  m  those 
parts,  according  to  which  we  hoped  quickly  by  ourselres,  and 
without  any  li&k.  on  your  part,  to  overthrow  the  Athenians, 
let  no  one  find  fault  with  us ;  for  now,  when  we  had  an  op- 
portunity, we  are  come,  and  will  endeavor,  in  concert  with 
you,  to  subdue  them.  But  I  am  astonished  at  my  being  shut 
out  of  your  gates,  and  that  my  arrival  should  be  unwelcome  to 
any  of  you.  For  we  LacodaBmonians,  as  thinking  that  we 
should  come  to  men  who  in  feeling,  at  any  rate,  were  on 
our  side,  even  before  we  actually  joined  them,  and  that  we 
should  be  welcome  to  you,  ran  the  great  risk  of  making  a 
march  of  many  days  through  the  country  of  strangers,  and 
evinced^  all  possible  zeal :  and  now,  if  you  have  aught  else  in 
mind,  or  if  you  should  stand  in  the  way  of  your  own  liberty, 
and  that  of  the  rest  of  the  Greeks,  it  would  be  a  hard  case. 
For  it  is  not  merely  that  you  oppose  me  yourselves,  but  of 
those  also  to  whom  I  may  apply,  each  will  be  less  di^sed  to 
come  over  to  me,  raising  a  difficulty  on  the  ground  mat  you, 
to  whom  I  first  came,  and  who  are  seen  in  the  possession  of  a 
considerable  city,  and  are  considered  to  be  prudent  men,  did 
not  admit  me.  And  I  shall  not  be  able  to  prove  the  credibility 
of  the  reason  [alleged  by  us  for  the  war],  but  shall  be 
charged  with  either  bringing  to  them  a  liberty  which  has  an 
unjust  end  in  view,  or  of  having  come  too  weak  and  powerless 
to  assist  them  against  the  Athenians,  in  case  of  their  attacking 
them.  And  yet  when  I  went  with  the  army  I  now  have  to 
the  relief  of  l^isaea,  the  Athenians  though  more  numerous, 
were  unwilling  to  engage  with  me :  so  that  it  is  not  likely, 
that  coming  with  forces  conveyed  by  sea,'  they  will  send 
gainst  you  an  army  equal  in  numbers  to  that  at  Nissea.  With 
regard  to  myself  too,  I  have  come  to  you,  not  for  the  injury, 
but  for  the  liberation  of  the  Greeks — having  bound  the  Lace- 
daemonian  authorities  by  the  most  solemn  oaths,  that  such  as  I 

"  If  the  re  after  kIv&vvov  is  to  be  retained,  I  think  Haack's  explanation 
of  the  passage  the  only  one  that  can  give  it  its  true  force,  viz.,  that 
napaaxofievoi  is  carelessly  introduced  instead  of  irapeaxofieOa,  If  Pop- 
po's  objection  to  this  be  considered  valid,  I  should  then  agree  with  him 
in  omitting  re. 

*  I  have  followed  Poppo  in  understanding  trrpar^  after  vrfiryf  so  that 
there  is  no  reason  for  sUiking  out  the  words  t^  iv  "Niaai^, 
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vfin  over  shall  assuredly  be  independent  confederates — ^nor, 
again,  that  we  may  have  allies  whom  we  have  got  by  violence 
or  deceit,  but,  on  the  contrary,  prepared  to  act  as  allies  to  you, 
who  are  enslaved  by  the  Athenians.  I  claim,  therefore,  neither 
to  be  suspected  myself  since  I  have  given  the  strongest  pledges 
for  my  honesty,  nor  to  be  considered  a  powerless  avenger ;  and 
I  call  upon  you  to  come  over  to  me  with  confidence. 

86.  ^  And  if  any  one  be  backward  to  do  so,  from  being  per- 
sonally afraid  of  some  individual  or  other,  lest  I  should  put  the 
dty  into  the  hands  of  a  particular  party,  let  him  above  all  others 
feel  confidence.  For  I  am  not  come  to  be  a  partisan ;  nor  am 
I  minded  to  bring  you  a  doubtful  liberty,  as  I  should  do,  if, 
disregarding  your  hereditary  constitution,  I  should^  enslave 
the  many  to  the  few,  or  the  few  to  the  many.  For  that  would 
be  more  grievous  than  foreign  dominion;  and  toward  us 
Lacedsemouians  no  obligation  would  be  felt  for  our  exertions, 
but  instead  of  honor  and  glory,  accusation  rather.  And  those 
charges  with  which  we  are  tiirowiog  down  the  Athenians, 
we  diould  ourselves  seem  to  incur  in  a  more  odious  degree 
than  a  party  which  has  shown  no  pretensions  to  honesty.  For 
to  gain  advantage  by  specious  tnckery  is  more  disgracefrd,  at 
any  rate  for  men  in  high  station  than  to  do  it  by  open  violence : 
since  the  one  is  a  case  of  agression  on  the  plea  of  might, 
which  fortune  •  has  given ;  the  other,  by  the  insidiousness  of  a 
dishonest  policy.  So  great  care*  do  we  take  for  things  which 
most  deeply  interest  us ;  and  in  addition  to  oaths,  you  could  not 
receive  a  greater  assurance  than  in  the  case  of  men  whose  ac- 
tions, when  viewed  in  the  light  of  their  words,  convey  a  necessary 
conviction  that  it  is  even  expedient  for  them  to  do  as  they  have 
said. 

8*7.  **  But  i^  when  I  advance  these  arguments,  you  say  that 
you  have  not  the  power  to  comply  with  them,  and  yet  claim, 
on  the  strength  of  your  kind  wishes,  to  incur  no  harm  by 
refusing ;  and  allege  that  freedom  does  not  appear  to  you  un- 
accompanied with  danger,  and  that  it  is  right  to  offer  it  to 
those  who  have  the  power  to  accept  it,  but  to  force  it  on  no 
one  against  his  will:  in  that  case  I  will  take  the  gods  and 
heroes  of  your  country  to  witness,  that  after  coming  for  your 

*  "  OvTu  froXXiiv  TrepicjTr^v,  if.  t.  A.]  These  words  should  be  closely 
connected  with  the  following  clause,  Kal  oix  dv  i<ei^o)-— o>f  elirov^  and  the 
chapter  should  end  at  eliroVf  instead  of  at  Trotovfieda." — Arnold.    . 
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benefit,  I  can  not  prevail  upon  you  to  accept  it ;  and  will  en- 
deavor to  compel  you  by  ravaging  your  country.  Nor  shall 
I  then  think  that  I  am  doing  wrong,  but  that  reason  is  on  my 
side,  on  the  ground  of  two  compulsory  considerations ;  with  re- 
gard to  the  Lacedaemonians,  that  they  may  not,  with  all  your 
kind  feelings  toward  them,  be  injured,  in  case  of  your  not  being 
won  over  to  them,  by  means  of  the  money  paid  by  you  to  the 
Athenians ;  and  with  regard  to  the  Greeks,  that  they  may  not 
be  prevented  by  you  from  escaping  bondage.  For,  otherwise, 
certwnly  we  should  have  no  right  to  act  thus ;  nor  are  we  Lace- 
daemonians bound  to  liberate  those  who  do  not  wish  it,  except 
on  the  plea  of  some  general  good.  Nor  is  it  dominion  that  we 
aim  at ;  but  rather  being  anxious,  as  we  are,  to  stop  others  from 
acquiring  it,  we  should  wrong  the  majority,  i^  when  bring- 
ing independence  to  all,  we  should  permit  you  to  stand  in 
the  way  of  it.  Wherefore  advise  well,  and  ,«^trive  to  be  the 
first  to  give  liberty  to  the  Greeks,  and  lay  up  for  yourselves 
everlasting  glory;  and  both  to  avoid  suffering  in  your  private 
capacities,  and  to  confer  on  your  whole  city  the  most  honor- 
able title." 

88.  To  this  effect  spoke  BrasidasI  The  Acanthians,  after 
much  previous  speaking  on  both  sides  of  the  question,  gave 
their  votes  upon  it  in  secret ;  and  because  Brasidas  had  urged 
alluring  arguments,  and  at  the  same  time  through  fear  for  their 
fruit,  the  majority  determined  to  revolt  from  the  Athenians ; 
and  after  pledging  him  to  the  oaths  which  the  Lacedaemonian 
authorities  swore  before  they  sent  him  out,  that  such  as  he  won 
over  should  assuredly  be  independent  allies,  in  this  way  they 
admitted  the  army.  Not  long  after,  Stagirus,  a  colony  of  the 
Andrians,  also  joined  them  in  the  revolt.  Such  then  were  the 
events  of  this  summer. 

89.  At  the  very  commencement  of  the  following  winter, 
when  the  towns  in  Boeotia  were  to  be  delivered  up  to  Hippo- 
crates and  Demosthenes,  the  Athenian  generals,  and  Demos- 
thenes was  to  repair  with  his  ships  to  Siphae,  Hippocrates  to 
Delium ;  a  mistake  having  been  made  in  the  days  on  which 
they  were  both  to  take  the  field,  Demosthenes  sailed  first  to 
Siphae,  with  the  Acamanians  and  many  allies  from  those  parts 
on  board,  but  did  not  succeed  in  his  undertaking,  through  in- 
formation of  the  design  having  been  given  by  Nichomachus,  a 
Phocian  of  Phanoteus,  who  told  the  Lacedaemonians,  and  they 
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the  Boeotians.  Accordingly,  succors  being  brought  by  all 
the  Boeotians  (for  Hippocrates  was  not  yet  in  their  country  to 
make*  a  diversion),  8iphae  and  Chaeronea  were  secured  by  sur- 
prise ;  and  when  the  conspirators  were  aware  of  the  mistake, 
they  attempted  no  movement  in  the  cities. 

90.  But  Hippocrates  having  drawn  out  the  whole  popula- 
tion of  Athens,  citizens,  resident  aliens,  and  all  the  foreigners 
then  in  the  city,  afterward  arrived  at  Delium,  when  the 
Boeotians  had  now  returned  from  Siphae;  and  having  en- 
camped his  army,  proceeded  to  fortify  Delium,  the  sanctuary 
of  Apollo,  in  the  following  manner.  They  dug  a  trench  all 
round  the  sacred  precinct  and  the  fane,  and  from  the  ground 
thus  excavated  threw  up  the  earth  in  a  mound,  as  a  substitute 
for  a  wall ;  and  fixing  stakes  on  it,  cut  down  the  vines  that 
were  round  the  sanctuary  and  threw  them  in,  taking  down 
also  at  the  same  time  stones  and  brick-work  from  the  neigh- 
boring houses ;  and  so  they  ran  up  the  work  in  every  way. 
They  also  erected  wooden  towers  where  there  was  occasion 
for  them,  and  where  there  was  not  already  any  building  be- 
longing to  the  temple :  for  [on  one  side]  the  gallery  that  once 
existed  had  fallen  down.  Having  begun  the  work  on  the 
third  day  after  setting  out  from  home,  they  continued  it 
that  day,  the  fourth,  and  till  dinner-time  of  the  fifth.  Then, 
as  the  main  part  of  it  was  finished,  the  army  went  forward 
from  Delium  about  ten  stades  on  its  way  home  ;  whence  most 
of  the  light-armed  proceeded  straight  on,  but  the  heavy-armed 
halted,  and  remained  stationary;  while  Hippocrates  was  still 
staying  behind,  and  arranging  liie  guards,  and  how  they  should 
complete  such  parts  of  the  out-wor&  as  remained  to  be  finished. 

91.  Now  during  the  days  thus  employed,  the  Boeotians  were 
mustering  at  Tanagra;  and  when  they  were  come  from  all 
the  cities,  and  found  the  Athenians  on  their  progress  home- 
ward, the  rest  of  the  Boeotarchs  (who  were  eleven  in  number), 
not  consenting  to  an  engagement,  since  the  Athenians  were 
no  longer  in  Boeotia  (for  they  were  just  within  the  borders  of 
the  Oropian  territory  when  they  halted),  Pagondas  son  of 
-dSoladas,  being  Boeotarch   of  Thebes   together  with   Arian- 

*  This  is,  I  think,  the  true  force  of  irapeXvneL  in  this  passage ;  and  it 
has  a  somewhat  similar  one,  Xen.  Anab.  II.  5.  29,  IBovXeto  6i  koX  6 
KTieapxog  airav  rd  arpdrev/jta  irphq  kavrbv  ixeiv  r^v  yvuMVv,  Koi  Tovi 
izapaTiVKovvrag  iKwodCiv  tlvai. 
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thidas  BOA  of  Lysimachidas,  and  having  the  command  at  the 
time,  wished  to  fight  the  hatUe,  and  thought  it  hest  to  run  the 
risk ;  and  so,  callmg  the  men  to  him  separately,  in  their  differ- 
ent battalions,  that  they  might  not  all  at  once  leave  the  arms 
that  were  piled,  he  tried  to  persuade  the  Boeotians  to  march 
against  the  Athenians  and  bring  on  the  contest,  by  speaking  to 
this  effect : 

92.  "  Men  of  Boeotia,  it  should  not  have  even  entered  the 
thoughts  of  any  of  us  your  commanders,  that  it  would  not  be 
right  to  engage  with  the  Athenians,  in  case  we  found  them  no 
longer  in  Bceotia.  For  it  is  Boeotia  that  they  intend  to  ravage, 
after  coming  from  the  border  territory,  and  building  a  fortress 
in  it :  and  so  they  are  surely  our  enemies,  wherever  they  may 
be  found,  and  from  whatever  country  they  may  have  come  to 
act  as  enemies  would.  But  now,  if  any  one  has  thought  this 
the  safer  course,  let  him  change  his  mind  on  the  question.  For 
prudence,  in  the  case  of  men  attacked  by  others,  does  not  admit 
of  such  nice  calculation  as  in  the  case  of  those  who  are  enjoying 
their  own,  and  yet  wilfully  attack  others  through  coveting  more. 
The  custom  of  your  country,  too,  is  to  repel  alike  a  foreign  force 
that  has  invaded  you,  whether  in  your  own  or  in  your  neighbor's 
territory.  But  against  Athenians,  and  borderers  besides,  this  is 
fer  more  necessary  than  against  any  others.  For,  with  respect  to 
their  neighbors,  equality  in  the  case  of  all  men  constitutes 
liberty ;  and  against  these  men,  most  especially,  who  endeavor 
to  make  vassals  not  only  of  those  who  are  near  them,  but  of 
tlfose  also  who  are  far  away,  how  can  it  &il  to  be  our  duly  to 
struggle  to  the  very  utmost  ?  (for  in  the  Euboeans  across  the 
str^t,  and  in  the  greater  part  of  the  rest  of  Greece,  we  have  an 
example  of  the  position  in  which  they  stand  toward  them)  ;^ 
and  to  be  convinced,  that  with  others  their  neighbors  fight 
about  the  boundaries  of  their  land,  but  that  in  our  case  there 
will  be  fixed  for  the  whole  of  it,  if  we  are  conquered,  one  bound- 
ary, not  to  be  controverted ;  for  they  will  invade  it  and  take  by 
force  whatever  we  have.  So  much  more  dangerous  neighbors 
have  we  in  these  men  than  in  any  others.  It  is  usual,  also,  with 
such  as  through  confidence  in  their  power  attack  those  who  are 
near  them,  as  the  Athenians  are  now  doing,  to  march  more 

'  For  SiaKelfiai  used  in  a  similar  manner,  comp.  Xen.  Anab.  IT.  5.  2t, 
d^Xoc  t'  V'^  '^dw  ^iJiLKuc  olojuevoc  dicucetadat  t^  Tiaaaipepvet,  "  That  he 
was  on  a  very  friendly  footing  with  him." 
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fearlessly  against  those  who  remaiii  quiet,  and  only  defend 
tiiemselves  in  their  own  territory;  but  to  be  less  ready  to 
grapple  with  those  who  meet  them  beyond  their  borders,  and 
strike  the  first  blow,  if  they  have  an.  opportunity.  And  we  have 
had  a  proof  of  this  in  the  case  of  these  very  men ;  for  by 
conquering  them  at  Coronaea,  when  they  got  possession  of  our 
country  through  our  own  divisions,  we  won  great  security  fot 
Boeotia,  which  has  lasted  up  to  the  present  time.  Reipember- 
ing  which,  we  ought,  the  older  part  of  us,  to  come  up  to  our 
former  deeds,  and  the  younger,  as  sons  of  fethers  who  then 
behaved  so  bravely,  to  strive  not  to  disgrace  the  noble  qualr 
ities  that  by  birth  belong  to  them ;  but  to  trust  that  the  gods 
will  be  on  our  side,  whose  sanctuary  they  have  lawlessly  forti^ 
fied,  and  are  using,  and  to  rely  on  the  tanens,  which,  after 
sacrificing,  appear  fevorable  to  us ;  and  so  to  meet  these  men 
in  battle,  and  show  them  that  what  they  want  they  must 
go  and  get  by  attacking  such  as  will  not  resist  them ;  but 
3iat  from  those  who  deem  it  noble  ever  to  secure  by  their 
arms  the  liberty  of  their  own  country,  and  not  to  enslave 
unjustly  that  of  other  people,  they  shall  not  go  away  without  a 
struggle." 

93.  By  thus  exhorting  the  Boeotians,  Pagondas  persuaded 
them  to  go  against  the  iihenians,  and  quickly  breaking  up  his 
camp,  led  the  army  forward  (for  it  was  now  late  in  the  day). 
On  approaching  near  to  their  fcwces,  he  placed  his  troops  in  a 
position  where,  in  consequence  of  a  hill  intervening,  the  armies 
did  not  see  each  other ;  and  there  he  drew  them  up,  and  mafle 
his  arrangements  for  battle.  When  Hipocrates,  who  was  still 
at  Delium,  received  tidings  of  the  advance  of  the  Boeotians,*  he 
sent  his  troops,  with  orders  to  throw  themselves  into  line,  and 
himself  joined  them  soon  after,  leaving  three  hundred  horse  at 
Delium,  both  to  defend  it  if  any  one  came  against  it,  and  to 
watch  their  opportunity  and  fall  upon  the  Boeotians  during 
the  engagement.  Against  these  the  Boeotians  posted  a  divi- 
sion to  resist  their  charge ;  and  when  ^1  was  well  arranged 
by  them,  they  appeared  over  the  hill,  and  halted  in  the  order 
they  intended  to  fight  in,  to  the  number  of  about  seven  thou- 
sand heavy-armed,  more  than  ten  thousand  light-armed,  one 
thousand  horse,  and  five  hundred  targeteers.  lie  right  wing 
was  held  by  the  Thebans  and  those  of  the  same  division  of 
Boeotia ;   the  center  by  the  Haliartians,  Coronaeans,  Copaeans, 
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and  the  other  people  round  the  lake ;  the  left  by  the  Thes- 
pians, Tanagraeans,  and  Orchomenians.  The  cavalry  and 
light-armed  were  posted  on  each  flank.  The  Thebans  form- 
ed their  line  five-and-twenty  deep ;  the  rest,  as  might  happen. 
These  then  were  the  forces  and  the  dispositions  of  the  Boeo- 
tians. 

94.  On  the  side  of  the  Athenians,  the  heavy-armed  formed 
their  whole  line  eight  deep,  being  equal  in  numbers  to  their 
adversaries,  with  the  cavalrj'  on  each  flank.  As  for  light-armed 
regularly  eauipped,  there  was  neither  any  present  on  that  oc- 
casion, nor  had  the  state  ever  raised  any.  Such  as  had  joined 
in  the  invasion,  though  many  times  more  nimaerous  than  those 
on  the  other  side,  had,  for  the  most  part,  followed  unarmed ; 
inasmuch  as  there  was  a  levy  "  en  masse "  of  foreigners  who 
were  present,  as  well  as  of  citizens ;  and  on  their  first  setting 
out  for  home,  they  did  not,  with  a  few  exceptions,  keep  to 
their  standards.  When  the  armies  were  formed  in  Hue,  and 
now  on  the  point  of  engaging,  Hippocrates,  the  general,  passed 
along  the  Athenian  ranks,  and  encouraged  them,  by  speaking 
as  follows : 

95.  "  Athenians,  my  advice  is  given  you  in  a  few  words,  but 
it  is  equally  availing  to  brave  men,  and  is  intended  to  remind, 
father  than  exhort  you.  Let  the  thought  then  be  entertained 
by  none  of  you,  that  we  are  improperly  running  this  hazard  in 
another  people's  territory.  For  though  in  these  men's  terri- 
tory, the  struggle  will  be  for  the  good  of  our  own ;  and  if  we 
conquer,  the  Peloponnesians  will  never  invade  your  country, 
when  deprived  of  the  Boeotian  horse ;  but  in  one  battle  you 
will  both  gain  possession  of  this  land,  and  cofirm  the  Hberty 
of  that  Advance  to  meet  them,  then,  in  a  manner  worthy  of 
the  state  in  which  each  of  you  boasts  that  he  has  the  first 
country  in  Greece ;  and  of  your  fathers,  who,  by  defeating  these 
men  in  battle  at  JEnophyta,  under  Myronidies,  once  got  posses- 
sion of  Boeotia." 

96.  While  Hippocrates  was  thus  exhorting  his  men,  and 
when  he  had  reached  the  center  of  the  line,  but  had  not  had 
time  to  go  further,  the  Boeotians,  having  also  been  exhorted 
in  few  words  by  Pagondas,  on  that  occasion  as  well  as  the 
former,  raised  their  paean,  and  advanced  against  them  from  the 
hill.  The  Athem'ans,  on  their  side,  also  advanced  to  meet  them, 
and  closed  with  them  at  a  run.    The  extremity  of  neither  line 
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came  into  action,  but  both  were  in  the  same  case  \  for  water- 
courses were  in  their  way :  but  the  rest  met  in  an  obstinate 
engagement,  shield  to  shield.  And  the  Boeotian  left,  and  as  far 
as  the  center,  was  beaten  by  the  Athenians,  who  pressed  hard 
both  the  others  posted  there,  and  especially  the  Thespians.  For 
the  troops  next  to  them  in  the  line  having  given  way,  and  the 
Thespians  being  thus  surrounded  in  a  narrow  space,  those  of 
them  who  were  killed  were  cut  down  while  defending  them- 
selves hand  to  hand :  and  some  of  the  Athenians  also,  being 
thrown  into  confusion  through  surrounding  the  enemy,  failed 
to  recognize  their  own  men,  and  so  killed  each  other.  This 
part  then  of  the  Boeotian  line  was  beaten,  and  retreated  on  that 
which  was  still  fighting ;  but  their  right,  where  the  Thebans 
were  posted,  had  flie  advantage  over  the  Athenians,  and  drove 
them  back,  and  pursued  them,  though  but  gradually  at  first. 
It  happened  also,  that  Pagondas  having  secretly  sent  two  squad- 
rons of  horse  round  the  hill  when  his  left  was  distressed,  and 
these  suddenly  making  their  appearance,  the  victorious  wing  of 
the  Athenians,  thinking  that  another  army  was  coming  against 
them,  was  seized  with  a  panic ;  and  so  now  on  both  parts  of 
the  field,  owing  to  this  supposition,  and  to  the  Thebans'  pursu- 
ing them  and  breaking  their  Hue,  the  whole  Athenian  army 
took  to  flight  Some  hurried  to  Delium  and  the  sea-coast,  others 
toward  Oropus,  others  to  Mount  Fames,  and  others  as  they 
severally  had  hope  of  saving  themselves.  The  Boeotians,  in  the 
mean  time,  were  pursuing  them  close,  and  putting  them  to 
the  sword,  especially  the  cavalry,  both  their  own  and  the 
Locrian,  which  came  to  their  succor  just  as  the  rout  took  place : 
but  the  mass  of  the  fugitives  escaped  more  easily  than  they 
would  else  have  done,  in  consequence  of  night  coming  on  be- 
fore the  business  was  over.  The  next  day,  the  troops  at  Oro- 
pus and  those  at  Delium,  having  left  a  garrison  in  it  (for 
they  still  continued  to  hold  it  notwithstanding),  returned  home 
by  sea. 

97.  The  Boeotians,  after  erecting  a  trophy,  taking  up  their 
own  dead,  stripping  those  of  the  enemy,  and  leaving  a  guard 
over  them,  retired  to  Tanagra,  and  formed  plans  for  assaulting 
Delium.  Meanwhile,  a  herald  firom  the  Athenians,  coming  to 
ask  back  the  dead,  met  a  Boeotian  herald,  who  turned  him  back, 
and  told  him  that  he  would  gain  nothing  before  he  himself  had 
come  back  again.    Then  he  went  to  the  Athenians,  and  de- 
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livered  the  message  of  the  Boeotians,  viz^  "  that  they  had  not 
acted  right  in  violating  the  laws  of  the  Greeks.  For  it  was  a 
principle  acknowledged  by  all,  that  in  an  invasion  of  each  other's 
territory,  they  should  ali^tain  from  injuring  the  temples  that 
were  in  it.  But  the  Athenians  had  fortified  Delium,  and  were 
Hving  in  it,  every  thing  that  men  do  in  profane  ground  being 
done  there ;  and  they  drew  and  used  for  ordinary  purposes 
the  water  which  was  never  touched  by  themselves,  except  to 
use  in  the  laver  of  purification.  In  the  god's  behalf,  there- 
fore, as  well  as  their  own,  the  Boeotians  appealed  to  the  asso- 
ciated deities  and  to  Apollo,  and  charged  them  to  retire  from 
the  sanctuary,  and  then  take  back  the  dead  which  belonged  to 
them."^ 

98.  The  herald  having  spoken  to  this  effect,  the  Athenians 
sent  their  own  herald  to  the  Boeotians,  and  said,  that  as  for  the 
sanctuary,  they  had  neither  done  it  any  injury,  nor  would  they 
in  future  voluntarily  damage  it ;  for  neither  had  they  originally 
entered  it  for  that  purpose,  but  to  avenge  themselves  from  it 
on  those  who  were  rather  injuring  them.  Now  the  law  of  the 
Greeks  was,  that  whoever  in  any  case  had  command  of  the 
country,  whether  more  or  less  extensive,  to  them  the  temples 
always  belonged,  provided  they  received  such  honors  as  the 
occupiers  had  the  power  to  pay,  without  limiting  them  to  what 
were  usual.*  For  the  Boeotians,  and  most  others  who  had  ex- 
pelled any  people  from  their  country  and  taken  forcible  pos- 
session of  it,  had  proceeded  against  temples  which  originally 
belonged  to  others,  and  now  held  them  as  their  own.  And  if 
the  Athenians  had  been  able  to  make  themselves  masters  of 
the  Boeotian  territory  to  a  greater  extent,  such  would  have 
been  the  case :  but  as  it  was,  from  the  part  in  which  they  then 
were  they  would  not,  if  they  could  help  it,  retire ;  as  they  con- 
sidered that  it  belonged  to  them.  The  water  they  had  dis- 
turbed under  the  pressure  of  necessity,  which  they  had  not 
wantonly  brought  on  themselves ;  but  they  were  compelled  to 
use  it  while  defending  themselves  against  the  Boeotians,  who 
had  first  come  against  their  country.     And  every  thing,  it  was 

*  Or,  as  Hobbes  and  Bloomfield  take  it,  "  to  carry  away  their  property 
with  them."  Bat  I  think  that  there  is  a  reference  to  this  paragraph  in 
the  7th  and  8th  of  the  next  chapter ;  and  in  that  case  it  can  only  bear 
the  meaning  which  I  have  given  to  it. 

*  Literally,  "in  addition  to  what  were  usual." 
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natural  to  suppose,  done  under  pressure  of  war,  or  any  other 
danger,  would  be  considered  as  pardonable  even  in  the  eyes  of 
the  god.  For  the  altars  were  a  place  of  refuge  in  uniutentional 
offenses ;  and  transgression  was  a  term  applied  to  those  who 
were  wicked  through  no  compulsion,  and  not  to  those  who  had 
ventured  to  do  any  thing  in  consequence  of  their  misfortunes, 
Nay,  the  Boeotians  were  much  more  impious  in  wishing  to  give 
back  dead  bodies  in  return  for  sanctuaries,  than  they  were  who 
would  not  at  the  price  of  sanctuaries  recover  things  not  suit- 
able [for  such  bartering].  They  begged,  then,  that  they  would 
simply  tell  them  to  t^e  up  their  dead,  not  "  after  evacuating 
the  territory  of  the  Boeotians" — for  they  were  no  longer  in 
their  territory,  but  in  one  which  they  had  won  with  their  arms 
— ^but,  "  on  making  a  truce  accordmg  to  the  custom  of  tikeir 
fethers." 

99.  The  Boeotians  replied,  that  "if  they  were  in  Boeotia, 
they  might  take  up  their  dead  after  evacuating  their  country ; 
but  if  in  Athenian  territory,  then  they  knew  uiemselves  what 
to  do :"  *  considering  that  the  Oropian  territory,  in  which  the 
bodies  happened  to  be  lying  (for  the  battle  was  fought  on  the 
borders),  was  indeed  subject  to  Athens,  and  yet  that  the  Athe- 
nians could  not  get  possession  of  them  without  their  consent. 
Nor,  agam,  were  they  disposed,  they  said,  to  grant  any  truce 
for  a  country  belonging  to  Athens ;  but  they  thought  it  was  a 
fair  answer  to  give,  that  "  when  they  had  evacuated  the  Boeotian 
territory,  they  miffht  then  recover  what  they  asked."  So  the 
herald  of  the  Athenians,  after  hearing  thdr  answer,  returned 
without  effecting  his  object 

100.  The  Boeotians  immediately  sent  for  dartmen  and  sling- 
ers  from  the  Malian  gulf,  and  having  been  reinforced  since 
the  battle  by  two  thousand  Corinthian  heavy-armed,  and  tiie 
Peloponnesian  garrison  which  had  evacuated  Nisaea,  and  some 
Megareans  with  them,  they  marched  against  Delium  and 
assaulted  the  fortress,  both  attempting  it  in  other  ways,  and 
bringing  against  it  an  engine  of  the  following  description, 
which  was  the  means  of  taking  it.    Having  sawn  a  great  beam 

'  t.  e.,  they  might  take  them  away  when  they  pleased.  But,  as  Arnold 
remarks,  ''The  Boeotians  knew  all  the  time  that  this  was  merely  veza* 
tions ;  for  the  Athenians  would  not  bury  their  dead  without  their  leave, 
whether  the  ground  which  they  occupied  belonged  to  Attica  or  to  Boeo- 
tia." 
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in  two,  they  hollowed  (A&  the  whole  of  it,  and  fitted  it  nicely 
together  again,  like  a  pipe,  and  hung  by  chains  at  the  end  of 
it  a  caldron,  into  which  was  placed  an  iron  bellows-pipe,  in- 
clining from  the  beam,  the  timber  also  being  for  a  considerable 
distance  covered  with  iron.  This  they  brought  up  from  a 
distance  <m  carts  to  that  part  of  the  wall  where  it  had  been 
chiefly  built  of  the  yines  and  timber ;  and  when  it  was  near, 
they  applied  great  bellows  to  the  end  of  the  beam  next  them- 
selves,  and  Uew  them.  The  blast  passing  closely  confined 
into  the  caldron,  which  held  lighted  coals,  sulphur,  and  pitchy 
produced  a  great  flame,  and  set  fire  to  a  part  of  the  waU;  so 
that  no  one  could  any  lon^  stand  upon  it»  but  they  left  it 
and  took  to  flight ;  and  in  uiis  way  the  fertress  was  taken.  Of 
the  garrison  some  were  lolled,  and  two  hundred  taken :  of  the 
rest  the  greater  part  got  <m  board  their  ships,  and  returned  home. 

101.  Delium  having  thus  been  taken  on  the  fifteenth  day 
after  the  battle,  and  the  Athenian  herald,  without  knowing 
any  thing  that  had  happened,  haying  soon  after  come  again 
respecting  the  bodies,  the  Boeotians  restored  them,  and  no 
longer  made  the  same  answer  as  before.  There  fell  in  the 
engagement  of  the  Bceotians,  not  quite  five  hundred ;  of  the 
Amenians,  not  quite  a  thousand,  and  Hippocrates  the  general ; 
but  of  light-armed  and  camp-followers  a  great  number. 

A  short  time  after  this  battle,  DemosQienes,  having  had  no 
success  with  regard  to  Siph»  being  betrayed  to  him,  when  he 
sailed  thither  S,  that  time,  and  having  still  on  board  his  ships 
the  Acamanian  and  Agrsean  forces,  with  four  hundred  Athe- 
nian heavy-armed,  made  a  descent  on  the  territory  of  Sicyon. 
But  before  all  his  ships  reached  the  shore,  the  Sicycmians 
came  gainst  them,  and  routed  those  that  had  landed,  and 
drove  them  back  to  their  vessels,  killing  some,  and  taking 
others  prisoners.  Having  erected  a  trophy,  they  restored  the 
dead  under  truce.  It  was  also  about  the  same  time  as  the 
affair  at  Delium^  that  Sitalees,  king  of  the  Odrysae,  died,  after 
making  an  expedition  against  the  Triballi,  and  being  de- 
feated in  battle ;  and  SeuSies  son  of  Sparadocus,  his  nephew, 
succeeded  to  the  kingdom  of  the  Odrysae,  and  the  other  parts 
of  Thrace,  over  which  Sitalees  had  reigned. 

102.  The  same  winter  Brasidas  with  his  allies  Thrace- 
ward  marched  against  AmphipoKs,  the  Athenian  colony  on  the 
river  Strymon.     On  the  site  on  which  the  town  now  stands 
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a  settlement  was  before  attempted  by-^^jristagoras  the  Milesian, 
when  flying  from  king  Darius;  but  he  was  driven  away  by 
the  Edonians :  and  then  by  the  Athenians,  two-and-thirty 
years  later,  who  sent  ten  thousand  settlers  of  their  own  citi- 
zens, and  whoever  else  would  go ;  who  were  cut  off  by  the 
Thracians  at  Drabescus,  Twenty-nine  years  after,  the  Athe- 
nians went  again,  Hagnon  son  of  Nicias  being  sent  out 
as  leader  of  the  colony,  and  expelled  the  Edonians,  and 
founded  a  town  on  the  spot  which  before  was  called  "  Nine- 
ways "  They  set  out  for  the  purpose  from  Eion,  which  they 
occupied  themselves  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  on  the  coast, 
at  a  distance  of  five-and-twenty  stades  from  the  present  town, 
which  Hagnon  named  Amphipolis,*  because,  as  the  river 
Strymon  flows  round  it  on  both  sides,  with  a  view  to  inclos- 
ing it, '  he  ran  a  long  wall  across  from  river  to  river,  and  built 
the  town  so  as  to  be  conspicuous  both  toward  the  sea  and 
toward  the  land. 

103.  Against  this  town  then  Brasidas  marched  with  his 
forces,  starting  from  Amse  in  Chalcidice.  Having  arrived 
about  dusk  at  Anion  and  Bromiscus,  where  the  l^e  Bolbe 
empties  itself  into  the  sea,  and  there  supped,  he  proceeded 
during  the  night  The  weather  was  stormy,  and  it  was  snow- 
ing a  little;  on  which  account  he  hurried  on  the  more, 
wishing  to  surprise  the  people  of  Amphipolis,  except  those 
who  were  to  betray  it  For  there  were  residing  in  it  some 
Argilians  (this  people  are  a  colony  from  Andros),  and  some 
others,  who  were  carrying  on  this  intrigue  together ;  some  at 
the  suggestion  of  Perdiccas,  others  at  that  of  the  Chalcidians. 
But  most  active  of  all  were  the  Argilians,  who  lived  close  by, 
and  had  always  been  suspected  by  the  Athenians  of  forming 
designs  upon  the  place.  For  when  the  opportunity  now  pre- 
sented itself,  and  Brasidas  had  come  ;  as  they  had  for  sometime 
past  been  intriguing  with  their  countrymen  who  resided  there 
with  a  view  to  its  being  delivered  up  to  him,  so  at  that  time  they 
received  him  into  their  own  town,  and  revolted  from  Athens, 
and  took  him  forward  that  same  night  to  the  bridge  over  the 

*  i.  €.,  "a  city  looking  both  ways."  For  a  description  of  it,  see  the 
memoir  at  the  end  of  Arnold's  2d  volume. 

*  1  have  followed  Arnold  in  supposing  that  did.  in  this  passage  expresses 
final,  rather  than  efficient  cause,  as  itoflen  does  with  an  infinitive  mood ; 
at  least  I  infer  that  such  was  his  view  of  it,  from  the  passages  which  ho 
compares  with  it,  c5t'  axOridbvay  ch.  40.  2,  and  V.  53,  did,  Tf^u  iairpa^ii/. 
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riyer.  The  town  stands  further  off  than  the  passage  of  the  river, 
and  the  walls  did  not  reach  down  to  it  as  they  do  now,  but 
there  was  only  a  small  guard  posted  there ;  which  Brasidas 
easily  drove  in  (partly  from  there  being  treason  among 
them,  and  partly  from  the  stormy  weather  and  the  suddenness 
of  his  attack),  and  then  crossed  the  bridge,  and  was  at  once 
master  of  all  tiie  property  outside  the  town  bdongiug  to  the 
Amphipolitans,  who  had  houses  over  the  whole  quarter. 

104.  His  passage  having  thus  taken  by  surprise  those  who 
were  in  the  city,  while  of  those  who  were  outside  many  were 
made  prisoners,  and  others  took  refuge  within  the  wiJl,  the 
Amphipolitans  were  thrown  into  great  confusion,  especially 
as  they  were  scmpected  by  each  other.  Indeed  it  is  said  that 
if  Brasidas  would  not  have  set  his  troops  to  plunder,  but 
marched  straightway  to  the  town,  he  would  probably  have 
taken  it  Bnt  as  it  was  afbr  esti^lishing  his  army  there^ 
he  overran  the  property  outside ;  and  when  he  found  no  re- 
sult produced  by  those  within,  as  he  expected,  he  remained 
quiet  In  the  mean  time,  the  party  opposed  to  the  traitors, 
prevailing  by  their  numbers  to  prevent  the  gates  being  im- 
mediately thrown  open,  sent  with  Ihicles  the  general,  who  had 
come  to  them  from  Athens  to  defend  the  place,  to  the 
other  commander  Hiraceward,  Thucydides  son  of  Olorus, 
the  histOTian  of  this  war,  who  was  at  Thasos  (this  island  is 
a  colony  of  the  Parians,  distant  from  Amphipolis  about  half 
a  day's  sail),  requesting  him  to  come  to  then:  reUef.  On  hearing 
the  news,  he  set  sail  with  the  greatest  speed,  with  seven  ships 
which  happened  to  be  there;  wishing,  if  possible,  to  reach 
Amphipolis  in  time,  before  any  surrender  was  made,  or,  at 
any  rate,  to  reach  £ion. 

105.  In  the  mean  time  Brasidas,  being  afraid  of  the  naval 
succor  from  Thasos,  and  hearing  that  Thucydides  possessed 
the  right  of  workii^  the  gold  mines  in  those  parts  of  Thrace, 
and  by  this  means  had  influence  among  the  chief  persons 
on  the  mainland,  made  haste  to  get  possession  of  the  town  be- 
forehand, if  possible ;  lest,  if  he  came,  the  populace  of  Amphi- 
polis, hiding  that  he  would  raise  a  confederate  force  from  the 
sea  and  from  Thrace,  and  so  save  them,  should  not  then  sur- 
render to  him.  Accordingly  he  was  willing  to  come  to  moderate 
terms  with  them,  and  made  this  proclamation ;  that  of  the 
Amphipolitans  and  Athenians  in  the  town  whoever  would 
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liiight  remaia  ia  possesion  of  his  prqjerty,  sharing  in  a  feir 
and  eaual  gotrernment ;  and  whoever  would  not,  might  depart 
and  take  out  his  property  with  hina,  within  five  days. 

106.  The  mass  of  the  people,  on  hearing  this,  rather 
changed  their  minds ;  especially  as  only  a  small  number  of 
Athenians  were  citizens  of  the  place,  the  majority  being  a 
mixed  multitude.  There  were  also  within  the  walls  many 
relation*  of  those  who  had  been  taken  without ;  and  they  con- 
sidered the  proclamation  to  be  reasonable,  when  measured  hj 
the  standard  of  their  fear.  The  Athenians  took  this  view  of 
it,  because  they  were  glad  to  go  out,  thinking  that  the  danger 
was  greater  for  them  than  the  rest,  and,  besides,  not  expect- 
ing any  speedy  relief;  the  rest  of  the  multitude,  because  they 
were  not  to  be  deprived  of  their  franchise,  on  an  equal  footing, 
and  were  released  from  peril  beyond  their  expectati<»i.  When 
^refore  the  partisans  of  Brasidas  now  openly  advocated 
these  proposals,  on  seeing  tiiat  the  populace  had  chaziged  their 
minds,  and  no  longer  hstened  to  the  Athenian  commander^ 
who  was  present ;  tiie  surrender  was  ma^  suid  they  admitted 
him  on  the  terms -of  his  proclamation.  In  this  way  they  de- 
livered up  the  city ;  and  Thucydides  and  his  ships  landed  at 
Eion  late  on  the  same  day.  Brasidas  had  just  ti^en  posses- 
sion of  Amphipolis,  and  was  within  a  night  of  taking  Eion ; 
for  if  the  ships  had  not  quickly  come  to  his  aid,  in  the  morning 
it  would  have  been  in  his  hands. 

107.  After  this,  Thucydides  arranged  matters  in  Eon,  so 
that  it  might  be  safe,  bc^  f(x  the  present  time,  if  Brasidas 
should  attack  it,  and  in  futitfe ;  receiving  into  it  those  who 
had- chosen  to  come  there  from  up  the  country,  according  to 
the  terms  of  the  treaty.  And  Brasidas  suddenly  sailed  down 
the  river  to  Eion,  with  a  great  number  of  boats,  on  the  chance 
of  taking  the  point  of  land  which  runs  out  from  the  wall,  and 
so  commanding  the  entrance  into  the  place ;  and  he  attempted 
it  by  land  at  the  same  time ;  but  was  beaten  off  in  both  in- 
stances :  at  Amphipolis,  however,  he  was  putting  ev^^  thing 
in  readiness.  Myrdnus,  an  Edonian  town,  abo  came  ow&v  to 
him ;  Pittacus,  the  king  of  tiie  Edonians,  baring  been  MUed 
by  the  sons  of  Goaxis,  and  Brauro  his  own  ^ife :  and  not 
long  after,  Galepsifi  and  (Bflyme,  colonies  of  the  Thasians,  did 
the  same.  Perdiccas  also  came  immediately  aft^r  the  capture 
of  Amphipolis,  and  took  part  in  these  arrangements. 
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108.  When  AmphipoUs  was  in  the  enemy's  hands,  the 
Athenians  were  reduced  to  great  fear,  e^cially  because  the 
town  was  of  serrice  to  them  by  sup{^ng  tnnber  for  ship  build- 
ing, and  in  point  of  payment  of  leTonue ;  and  because,  thou^ 
as  far  as  the  Strymon  the  Lacedaemonians  had  a  passage  open 
to  them  for  reaching  the  alhes  of  Athens,  if  the  Thessatians 
allowed  them  to  go  wrough  their  country,  yet  so  long  as  they 
were  not  masters  of  the  bridge,  they  could  have  gone  no  fur- 
ther ;  as  on  the  inland  side  a  lar^  lake,  formed  by  the  riTer, 
spread  for  a  great  distance,  while  in  the  neighborhood  of 
£ion  they  were  watched  by  cruisers:  but  now  the  passage 
was  considered  to  have  been  rendered  easy.  They  were 
also  afraid  that  their  allies  would  revolt  For  Brasidas 
both  showed  himself  moderate  in  other  respects,  and  in  his 
speeches  every  where  declared  that  he  was  sent  out  to  give 
freedom  to  Greece.  And  the  cities  subject  to  Athens,  hearing 
of  the  capture  of  Amphipolis,  and  what  advantages  it  enjoyed,^ 
and  Ihe  gentleness  of  Brasidas,  were  most  strongly  encouniged 
to  make  innovations,  and  sent  secret  messages  to  him,  de- 
siring him  to  come  to  them,  and  each  wishing  to  be  the  first 
to  revolt  For  tiiey  thought  they  might  do  it  with  security; 
their  mistake  in  the  estimate  of  the  Athenian  power  being  as 
great  as  that  power  afterward  showed  itself  and  their  judg- 
ment resting  on  blind  desire,  rather  than  on  safe  forethought : 
since  men  are  accustomed  to  grant  to  inconsiderate  hope  what- 
ever they  wish ;  but  to  thrust  aside  with  despotic  reasoning 
whatever  they  do  not  like.  Besides,  as  the  Athenians  had 
lately  met  with  a  heavy  blow  in  Boeotia,  and  Brasidas  as- 
serted what  was  attractive,  but  not  true,  that  the  Athenians 
had  been  unwilling  to  fight  him  at  Nissea  with  his  own  fbrce 
alone,  they  were  fyi  of  confidence,  and  beBeved  that  no  one 
would  oome  against  them.  Above  all,  from  regard  to  what 
was  agreeaHe  at  the  moment,  and  because  they  would  be  likdy 
to  find  the  LaeedaBmonians  zealous  in  their  behalf  at  first,  they 
were  ready  on  all  accounts  to  run  ^e  risk.  The  Athenians  per- 
ceiving this,  distributed  guards  in  the  different  states  as  well 
as  they  could  in  a  short  time,  and  in  the  winter  season ;  while 

1  TrafiExerat  hss  generally  been  supposed  to  refer  to  Brasidas;  but  the 
introduction  of  iKelvov  before  irpaorijTa  in  the  next  clause  induces  me  to 
think  that  Amphipolis  is  its  subject ;  and  the  sense  of  enjoying  is  one 
which  it  often  bears.    See*  85.  4,  noXiv  d^iSxpeuv  irapexofihfov^. 
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Brasidas  sent  dispatches  to  Laeedsemon,  b^^ging  them  to  send 
him  additional  forces^  and  himself  prepar^  for  building  tri- 
remes in  the  Strymon.  But  the  Lacedaemonians  did  not  com- 
ply with  his  wishes,  partly  through  exivy  felt  by  the  principal 
men,  and  partly  because  they  were  more  anxious  to  recover 
the  men  taken  in  the  island,  and  to  bring  the  war  to  a  con- 
clusion. 

109.  The  same  winter  the  Meffareans  took  and  razed  to 
their  foundations  the  long  walls  m  their  country  which  the 
Athenians  had  held;  and  Brasidas,  after  the  capture  of  Am- 
phipolis,  marched  with  his  allies  against  the  territory  called 
Acte.  This  territory  runs  out  from  the  king's  dike  on  the 
inner  side  of  the  isthmus,  Athos,  a  high  mountain  which  stands 
in  it,  bein^  its  boundary  on  the  side  of  the  ./%ean  Sea.  Of 
the  town  it  contains,  one  is  Sane,  a  colony  of  the  Andrians 
close  to  the  dike,  facing  the  sea  toward  Euboea ;  the  others 
are  Thyssus,  Cleon»,  Acrothoi,  Olophyxus,  and  Dium.  These 
are  inhabited  by  mixed  races  of  men  speaking  two  diff^ent 
lan^ui^s,  a  small  portion  of  them  being  Ghalcidians,  but  the 
mam  part  Pelasgians — a  tribe  of  those  Tyrrhenians  who  once 
settled  in  Lemnos  and  Athens — Bisaltians,  Crestonians,  and 
Edonians ;  and  they  lived  in  small  towns.  The  greater  part  of 
them  surrendered  to  Brasidas,  but  Sane  and  Dium  held  out 
against  him ;  and,  accordingly,  he  staid  with  his  army  in  their 
territory,  and  laid  it  waste. 

110.  When  they  did  not  listen  to  his  proposals,  he  marched 
straightway  against  Torone  in  Chalcidice,  which  was  held  by 
the  Athenians,  being  invited  by  a  few  persons  who  were  pre- 
pared to  deliver  up  the  town  to  him.  Having  arrived  while 
it  was  yet  night,  and  just  about  day-break,  he  sat  down  with 
his  army  near  the  temple  of  the  Dioscuri,  distant  from  the  town 
about  three  stades.  Now  by  the  rest  of  the  town  of  the  Toron- 
aeans,  and  by  the  Athenians  who  were  in  garrison  in  it,  he  was 
not  observed ;  but  his  partisans,  knowing  that  he  would  come, 
and  some  few  of  them  having  privately  visited  him,  were  watch- 
ing for  his  arrival  And  when  they  found  that  he  was  come, 
they  took  in  to  them  seven  light^trmed  men  with  daggers ; 
(for  such  only  was  the  number,  out  of  twenty  who  were  at  first 
appointed  to  the  work,  that  were  not  afraid  to  enter,  their  com- 
mander being  Lysistratus,  an  Olynthian.)  These  having  passed 
through  the  sea-ward  wall,  and  escaped  observation,  went  up 
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and  put  to  tlie  sword  the  garrison  in  the  highest  gnard-house 
(for  the  town  stands  on  a  hill),  and  broke  open  the  postern 
towards  Canastrseum. 

111.  Brasidas,  meanwhile,  after  advancing  a  short  distance, 
remained  quiet  with  the  rest  of  his  army,  but  sent  forward  a 
hundred  targeteers,  that  when  any  gates  were  (^ned,  and  the 
signal  raised  which  had  been  agrened  on,  they  might  be  the  first 
to  rush  in.  These,  having  waited  some  time,  and  wond^ng 
at  the  delay,  had  come  by  degrees  near  the  town ;  while  those 
of  the  Toronseans  within,  who  were  preparing  matters  with  the 
party  that  had  entered,  after  the  postern  had  been  broken  open 
by  them,  and  the  ^ates  leading  to  the  market-place  opened  by 
cutting  through  we  bar,  in  me  first  place  brought  a  party 
round  to  the  postern  and  introduced  them,  that  in  their  rear, 
and  on  both  sides  of  them,  they  might  suddenly  strike  terror 
into  the  townsmen^  knowing  nothing  of  what  was  going  on. 
Next  they  raised  the  fire-signal  as  had  been  appointed ;  and 
then  received  the  rest  of  the  targeteers  through  the  gates  lead- 
ing ix>  the  market-place. 

112.  And  now  Braeidas,  on  seeing  the  appointed  signal, 
ordered  his  troops  to  rise,  after  giving  a  i^ut  all  together,  and 
causing  much  consternation  to  those  in  the  town,  and  ran  at 
full  speed.  Some  inmiediately  burst  in  through  the  gates, 
others  over  some  square  timbers  that  happened  to  be  lying  by 
the  wall,  which  had  &llen  and  was  being  rebuilt,  for  the 
purpose  of  drawing  up  stones.  Brasidas,  therefore,  and  ihe 
greatest  part  of  the  troops  turned  immediately  up  to  the 
highest  parts  of  the  town,  wishing  to  take  it  from  top  to  bottom, 
and  securely ;  the  rest  of  the  midtitude  spread  in  all  directions 
alike. 

113.  While  the  capture  of  Twone  was  being  ef^ted,  the 
mass  of  the  peoj^e,  l^owing  nothing  of  the  matter,  was  con- 
founded ;  but  the  conspirators,  and  such  as  were  pleased  with 
the  proceedings,  straightway  joined  those  who  had  entered  the 
town.  When  the  A&enians  (for  there  happened  to  be  about 
fifty  heavy-armed  sleeping  in  the  market-place)  were  aware  of 
it,  some  few  <^  them  were  killed  in  close  combat ;  of  the  rest, 
some  fied  by  land,  others  to  their  ships  (for  there  were  two 
keeping  guard  there),  and  escaped  to  Lecybhus,  the  fort  which 
they  held  themselves,  having  occupied  a  comer  of  the  town 
running  out  into  the  sea,  and  cut  off  by  its  position  on  a  narrow 
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istliiniis.    As  manj  of  the  Toronaeana  also  as  wdie  on  tiidr 
sidej  took  refuge  with  them. 

114.  When  it  was  now  day,  and  the  towa  was  safely  in  his 
possession,  Brasidas  made  a  proclamation  to  the  Toronaeans 
who  had  taken  re^ge  with  the  Athenians,  that  whoev^ 
wished  should  oome  out  to  his  own  property,  and  lire  in  the 
town  in  security.  To  the  Athenians  he  sent  a  herdd,  and 
told  them  to  evacuate  Lecythus  under  truce,  with  their  prop- 
erty, as  the  place  helonged  to  the  Chalcidians.  The^  refused 
to  evacuate  it,  but  begged  him  to  grant  them  a  truce  for  one 
day,  that  they  might  take  up  their  dead.  He  granted  it  for 
two  days ;  during  which  he  himself  fortified  the  neigbboring 
houses^  and  the  Athenians  their  positions.  Having  convened 
Also  ma  assembly  of  the  Toronseans,  he  said  neaiiy  the  same 
things  as  at  Acan&us;  ^that  it  was  not  right  for  them 
to  regard  as  bad  men,  or  traitors,  those  who  had  n^otiated 
lYith  tli^QQi  for  the  capture  of  the  city;  (for  they  had  not  done 
flo  t6  bring  it  into  slavery,  nor  because '  they  liad  been  bribed, 
but  for  the  advantage  and  liberty  of  the  town ;)  nor  f-ir  those 
who  had  taken  no  part  in  it  to  8i^)pose  that  they  would  not 
re^  the  same  benefits;  for  he  had  not  come  to  destroy  eitiier 
city  or  individual.  For  this  reason  he  had  made  the  proc*- 
}amation  to  those  who  had  fied  for  reftige  to  the  Athenians,  as 
he  had  none  the  worse  opinion  oi  them  for  their  friendship  to 
them :  and  he  thought  ^at  when  they  had  made  trial  of  the 
Laceidaemomans,  Ihey  would  not  be  less  kindly  disposed  toward 
then^  but  far  more  so,  inasmuch  as  they  were  acting  more 
justly :  but  as  it  was,  through  want  of  sucb  a  trisd,  they 
were  afraid  of  them.  And  he  desired  them  all  to  prepare  for 
being  stanch  allies,  and  for  having  to  answer  in  future  for 
whatever  they  did  amiss :  but  as  r^arded  the  past,  it  was  not 
the  Laoedsemonians  that  were  injured,  but  themselves  radier, 
by  others  who  were  too  strong  for  them ;  >  and  so  ailowanee 
was  to  be  made  for  any  thing  in  which  they  had  opposed 
him." 

115.  Having  thus  addressed  and  ^ocouiaged  them,  on  the 
expiration  of  the  truce,  he  made  his  asault  upon  Lecythus; 
while  the  Athenians  defended  thesEiselves  from  a  poor  wall, 
and  from  some  houses  that  had  batUements.  For  one  day  they 
beat  him  off;  but  on  the  next,  when  an  engine  was  going  to  be 
broi^ht  up  against  them  by  the  enemy,  from  which  they  in^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


orvL,<ixvn.]  THUOTDIDBa  IF.  205 

tended  to  throw  ire  on  the  wooden  defenses,  and  when  the 
army  was  now  advancing  where  they  thou^t  they  should  best 
bring  up  the  engine,  and  where  the  place  was  most  assail- 
able ;  the  defenders  placed  a  wooden  tower  on  the  wall  opposite 
to  them,  and  carried  up  on  to  it  many  jars  and  casks  ol  water, 
with  large  stones,  and  a  large  party  of  men  ascended  it  But 
the  building,  having  had  too  great  a  weight  put  on  it, 
suddenly  broke  down,  and  making  a  loud  noise,  vexed  jaorQ 
than  it  terrified  those  of  the  Athenians  who  were  near  and  saw 
it ;  hut  those  who  w^re  at  a  distance,  and  most  of  all  those 
who  were  at  the  greatest,  thinking  that  the  place  was  already 
taken  in  that  quarter,  hurried  away,  and  fled  to  the  sea  and  to 
their  ships. 

116.  When  Brasidas  perceived  that  they  were  deserting 
the  battlements,  and  saw  what  was  going  on,  he  rushed  up 
with  his  army,  and  immediately  took  the  fort,  and  put  to  the 
swcmi  as  many  as  he  found  in  it  The  Athenians  in  this  way 
evacuated  the  jdace,  and  went  across  in  their  boats  and  ships 
to  Pallene*  Now  there  is  in  Lecy thus  a  temple  of  Minerva ; 
and  BxasidiB  had  proclaimed,  when  he  was  about  to  make  the 
assault,  that  to  the  man  who  first  scaled  the  wall  he  wouM  give 
-thirfy  minss  of  silver.  Thinking,  therefore,  that  the  capture 
had  been  effected  by  other  means  than  human,  he  presented 
the  thirty  minae  to  the  goddess,  for  the  use  of  her  temple ;  and 
having  raoed  and  cleaj^  Lec3^us,  he  devoted  the  whole,  as 
sacred  ground.  Duriug  the  lemainder  of  the  winter,  he  was 
settling  the  affairs  of  the  places  in  his  possession,  and  forming 
designs  against  others ;  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  winter,  tiie 
eighth  year  of  this  war  ended. 

II Y.  At  the  commencement  of  the  spring  of  the  following 
smnmer,  the  Lacedaemonians  and  Athenians  inmiediately  con* 
duded  an  armistice  for  a  year;  the  Athenians  considering 
that  ]&»sida8  would  then  no  longer  win  any  more  of  their 
towns  to  cevdt,  before  they  had  made  their  preparations  for 
securing  them  at  their  leisure ;  and  at  the  same  time,  that  if 
it  were  for  their  interest,  th^  might  conclude  a  general  peace : 
while  the  Lacedaemonians  thought  that  the  Athenians  feared 
what  they  really  were  afiraid  of;  and  that  after  having  a  sus- 
pension of  their  miseries  and  suffering,  they  would  be  more 
desirous,  firom  their  taste  of  it,  to  effect  a  reconciliatioB,  and, 
restoring  their  men,  to  make  a  treaty  for  a  longer  time.    For 
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they  deemed  it  of  greater  importance  to  recover  their  men*  at 
n.  time  when  Brasidas  was  still  prosperous :  and,  [on  the  other 
hand,]  if  he  reached  a  still  greater  measure  of  success,  and  put 
matters  on  an  equality,  they  were  likely  to  lose  those  men,  and 
while  defending  themselves  with  their  others,  on  equal  terms, 
still  to  run  a  risk  of  not  gainii^  the  mastery.  An  armistice 
was  therefore  concluded  by  them  and  their  allies  on  the  follow- 
ing terms: 

118.  "  With  r^ard  to  the  temple  and  oracle  of  the  Pjrthian 
Apollo,  we  agree  that  any  one  who  wishes,  may  have  access 
to  it,  without  deceit,  and  without  fear,  according  to  the  laws 
of  our  respective  countries.  The  Lacedaemonians,  and  such 
of  the  allies  as  are  present,  agree  to  this,  and  declare  that 
they  will,  to  the  best  of  their  power,  persuade  the  Boeotians 
and  Phodans  to  do  so,  by  sending  heralds  to  them  on  the 
subject 

"  With  regard  to  the  treasures  of  the  god,  we  agree  to  exert 
ourselves  to  find  out  such  as  unjustly  meddle  with  them,  up- 
rightly and  honestly  acting  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  our 
forefathers,  both  we,  and  you,  and  such  of  the  rest  as  may 
consent  to  this  article ;  all  acting  in  accordance  with  the  laws 
of  our  respective  countries.  On  these  points,  then,  the  Lace- 
daemonians and  the  rest  of  the  allies  agree,  according  to  the 
terms  mentioned. 

^^  On  the  following  points  the  Lacedaemonians  and  the  res 
of  the  allies  agree,  m  case  the  Athenians  make  a  treaty 
to  that  effect.;  mat  we  shall  each  remain  in  our  own  territory, 
keeping  what  we  now  have ;  the  garrison  in  Coryphasium 
confining  themselves  within  the  Buphras  and  Tomeus;  that 
in  Oythera  holding  no  intercourse  with  the  allied  states, 
neither  we  with  you,  nor  you  with  us ;  and  that  in  Kisaea  and 
Minoa  not  crossing  the  road,  which  runs  from  the  gates  leading 
from  the  temple  of  Nisus  to  that  of  Neptune,  imd  from  the 
temple  of  Neptune  straight  to  the  bridge  at  Minoa  (tbe 
Megareans  and  the  allies  being  also  bound  not  to  cross  this 
road),  and  the  Athenians  retaining  the  island  taken  by  them, 


'  I  have  followed  Goller  in  referring  role  S^  to  the  troops  which  Sparta 
would  still  retain,  in  opposition  to  rcjv  /itv,  the  prisoners  whose  services 
she  would  have  lost  Others  refer  it  to  tho  Athenian^  while  Arnold 
thinks  it  corrupt 
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without  any  communication  on  either  side ;  and  lastly,  with 
regard  to  Troezen,  that  each  party  shall  retain  what  they  now 
possess,  and  as  was  arranged  with  the  Athenians. 

"  With  regard  to  the  navigation  of  the  sea,  that  along  their 
own  coast  and  that  of  their  confederacy,  the  Lacedaemonians 
may  sail,  not  in  a  ship  of  war,  but  in  any  other  vessel  rowed 
by  oars,  and  canying  not  more  than  600  talents  tonnage. 

"  That  any  herald,  embassadors,  and  attendants,  as  many  as 
they  may  choose,  on  their  way  to  the  Peloponnese  or  to  Athens, 
for  bringing  the  war  to  a  conclusion,  and  adjusting  all  claims, 
shall  have  free  passage,  going  and  returning,  both  by  land  and 
by  sea.  That  deserters  shall  not  be  received  in  the  mean  time, 
neither  free  nor  bond,  neither  by  you  nor  by  us.  Further, 
that  we  shall  give  judicial  satisfaction,  both  you  to  us  and  we 
to  you,  according  to  the  laws  of  our  respective  countries,  de- 
ciding all  disputes  by  law,  without  recourse  to  hostilities. 

^  The  Lacedaemonians  and  allies  agree  to  these  articles :  but 
if  you  think  any  thing  else  either  better  or  more  just,  come  to 
Lacedsemon  and  explain  your  views ;  for  neither  the  Lacedae- 
monians nor  the  allies  will  object  to  any  thing  you  may  say 
with  justice.  But  let  those  who  come,  come  with  full  powers 
to  treat,  as  you  also  desire  us.  The  truce  shall  continue  one 
year." 

"The  people  [of  Athens]  ratified  the  truce.  The  tribe 
Acamantis  had  the  prytany  ;*  Phcenippus  was  secretary ;  Nici- 
ades  was  chairman.  Laches  moved,  *  that  they  do  conclude  the 
armistice  (and  may  they  do  it  for  th^  good  fortune  of  Athens !) 
on  the  terms  agreed  to  by  the  I^cedsemonians  and  the 
allies.'  And  they  agreed  in  Uie  assembly  of  the  people,  *  that 
the  armistice  be  for  a  year,  commencing  this  very  day,  the 
fourteenth  of  the  month  of  Elaphebolion ;  that,  during  that 
time,  embassadors  and  heralds  shall  proceed  to  each  other's 
country,  and  discuss  on  what  terms  the  war  shall  be  brought 
to  a  conclusion.  That  the  generals  and  prytanes  having 
summoned  an  assembly  of  the  people,  the  Athenians  shall,  in 
the  first  place,  consult  on  the  peace,  and  on  the  manner  in 
which  the  envoys  for  putting  an  end  to  the  wars  shall  be  ad- 
mitted. That  the  envoys  now  present  in  the  city  shall  imme^ 
diately  bind  themselves  in  the  presence  of  the  people,  that 

*  For  a  full  explanation  of  these  terms,  see  Schomann,  De  Comitiis 
Atheniensium,  sec.  15.  ^ 

13* 
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they  will  assuredly  abide  by  this  truce  for  the  epaee  of  a 
year;  " 

119.  To  these  articles  the  Lacedaemonians  agreed  (their 
allies  also  swearing  to  them),  with  the  Athenians  and  their 
allies,  on  the  twelfth  day  of  the  Spartan  month  Gerastius. 
Those  who  agreed  to  the  articles  and  ratified  them  by  hba- 
tions,  were  the  following:  Of  ihe  Laeed^mcmians,  Taurus 
son  of  Eohetimidas,  Athenseus  son  of  Perideidas,  and  Philo- 
charidas  son  of  Eryxidaidas ;  of  the  Corinthians^  J^eas  son 
of  Ocy tus,  asad  Euphamidas  son  of  Aristonymus ;  of  the  Sicy* 
onians,  Damotimus  son  of  Naucn^ies,  and  Onasimus  son  of 
Megacles;  of  the  M^areans,  Nicasus  son  of  Oecalus,  and 
Menecrates  son  of  Amphidorus;  of  the  £^idauriaiis,  Am- 
phias  son  of  Eupaidas ;  c^  the  Athenians,  the  following  gener* 
alSj  Nicostratus  son  of  Diitrephes,  Nicias  son  of  Nio^ratus, 
and  Aatocles  son  of  Tolmfeus.  This  then  was  the  armistice 
which  was  concluded;  and  during  it  they  were  throughout 
holding  confer^ices  for  a  more  general  treaty. 

120.  About  the  time  at  whidi  they  were  thus  g<Hng  back^ 
ward  and  forward  to  each  other,  Scione,  a  town  in  Pallene, 
revolted  from  the  Athenians  to  Brasidas.  Now  these  Scio- 
nsBans  say  that  they  are  Palleneans  from  the  Pdoponnese,  and 
that  their  first  founders,  while  on  their  voyage  from  Troy, 
were  (hurried  to  tliis  place  by  the  storm  which  the  Achseans 
experienced,  and  there  took  up  their  abode.  On  their  re- 
volting, Brasidas  crossed  over  to  Scione  by  ni^t,  with  a 
friendly  trireme  sailing  ahead  of  him,  and  himself  following 
at  some  distance  in  a  skiff;  that  in  case  of  his  fedling  in  with 
any  vessel  larger  than  the  skifi^  tiie  trireme  might  come  to 
his  aid ;  while  if  another  trireme  of  equal  force  came  against 
them,  he  thought  that  it  would  not  turn  upon  the  smaller 
vessel,  but  upon  the  ship,  and  in  the  mean  time  he  should 
make  his  escape.  Having  thus  ax)ssed  over,  and  convened  an 
assembly  of  tiie  Scionseans,  he  spoke  to  the  same  e^ct  as  at 
Acanthus  and  Torone:  and  told  them,  moreover,  that  they 
were  most  deserving  of  praise,  inasmuch  as,  though  Pallene 
within  the  isthmus  was  cut  off  from  succors  by  land  through 
the  Athenians  occupying  Potidsea,  and  they  were  virtually 
nothing  else  but  islanders,  they  had  of  their  own  accord  joined 
the  banner  of  liberty,  and  had  not  through  cowardice  waited 
for  compulsion  to  be  applied  to  them,  in  the  case  of  what  was 
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manifestly  for  their  own  advantage.  That  Ihis  was  a  proof 
that  they  would  also  endure  like  men  any  othar  even  of  the 
greatest  perils,  if  [by  their  so  doing]  ih&T  affiurs  shc^nld  be 
arranged  to  their  satisfEu^tion ;  in  ehort,  that  he  should  con- 
sider them  as  truly  the  most  fiuthful  allies  of  the  LaoediemO' 
nians,  and  show  them  all  other  proofs  of  his  respect. 

121.  The  ScionsMiis  were  elated  by  his  language,  and  all 
alike  taking  courage,  even  those  who  before  were  not  pleased 
with  the  business,  resolved  to  carry  on  the  war  with  spirit ; 
and  both  received  Brasidas  with  other  marks  of  honor,  and 
pubHdy  crowned  him  with  a  crown  of  gold,  as  the  liberator 
of  Grreece ;  while  individually  they  decked  him  with  garlands, 
and  thronged  to  him  as  to  a  victorious  athlete.  At  that  time, 
after  leaving  them  some  guards,  he  crossed  over  again,  and 
not  long  after  sent  them  over  a  larger  Ibrce ;  as  he  wished,  in 
conjunction  with  them,  to  make  an  attempt  on  Monde  and  Poti- 
dsea,  thinking  that  the  Athenians  would  come  to  their  relief 
as  though  it  were  an  island,  and  desiring  to  be  befbvehand 
with  them.  He  was  carryii^  on  also  some  conminnications 
with  those  towns,  with  a  view  to  their  being  betrayed  to  Imn. 
And  thus  he  was  meditating  an  attack  on  these  places. 

1 22.  But  in  the  mean  thne  there  came  to  him  m  a  trireme  ihe 
commissioners,  who  were  carrying  round  intelligence  of  the  ar* 
mistice,  Ariston3rmus  on  the  side  of  the  Athenians,  and  Atbe- 
n«tB3  on  that  of  the  Lacedaemonians.  So  the  troops  crossed  over 
again  to  Torone ;  while  they  informed  Brasidas  of  the  truce, 
and  all  the  allies  of  the  Laoedffimonians  Thraceward  assented 
to  what  had  been  done.  Now  Aristonymus  allowed  all  the 
other  eases;  but  finding,  on  a  calculati(»i  of  ihe  days,  that  the 
Scion»aas  had  revdted  after  the  date  of  the  convention,  he  said 
that  they  would  not  be  included  in  it.  Bat  Brasidas  earnestly 
contended,  on  the  other  hand,  that  they  had  revolted  before 
the  truce  was  made,  and  refused  to  give  the  town  up.  So 
when  Aristonymus  reported  their  case  at  Athens,  the  people 
were  immediately  prepared  to  send  an  expedition  against 
Scione.  But  the  Lacedaemonians  sent  envoys  and  told  them 
that  they  would  be  violating  the  truce ;  and  laid  claim  to  the 
town,  in  reliance  on  the  statement  of  Brasidas ;  oflFering,  at 
the  same  time,  to  let  the  questi<m  be  decided  by  arUtration. 
The  Athenians,  however,  did  not  wish  to  run  the  risk  of  arbi- 
tration, but  to  send  the  expedition  as  quickly  as  possible ;  be- 
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ing  enraged  to  thihk  that  even  the  inhabitants  of  the  islands 
now  presumed  to  revolt  from  them,  trusting  in  the  power  of 
the  Lacedaemonians  bj  land,  which  could  not  help  them.  And 
indeed  the  truth  of  the  question  respecting  the  revolt  was  rather 
as  the  Athenians  maintained ;  for  the  Scionaeans  revolted  two 
days  after  the  trace  was  signed.  Accordingly,  at  the  instiga- 
tion of  Oleon,  they  at  once  passed  a  decree  that  they  should 
reduce  the  Scionaeans,  and  put  them  to  death ;  and  so,  while 
they  remained  quiet  from  other  undertakings,  they  were  en- 
gaged in  prepanng  for  this. 

128.  In  the  mean  time,  Mende  revolted  from  them,  a  town 
in  Pallene,  and  a  colony  of  the  Eretrians.  Brasidas  received 
them,  not  thinking  that  he  was  doing  wrong,  because  they 
had  deadly  come  over  to  him  during  the  armistice :  for  in 
some  points  he  himsdf  also  charged  the  Athenians  with  in- 
fringing the  trace.  And  for  this  reason  the  Mendaeans  were 
the  more  emlxddened,  seeing  the  feelings  of  Brasidas  warmly 
disposed  toward  them,  and  inferring  as  much  from  the  case 
of  Bcione,  since  he  would  not  give  it  up ;  and  at  the  same 
time  because  those  of  them  who  contrived  the  revolt  w«^  a 
small  party,  and  since  thinking  of  it  on  that  occasion,  had 
never  let  it  rest  afterward,  but  were  afradd  of  conviction  for 
themselves,  and  forced  the  majority  to  it  against  their  inclina- 
tion. The  Atlienians,  immediately  hearing  of  it,  were  still 
far  m<Nre  Enraged,  and  made  their  preparations  against  both 
the  towns.  And  Brasidas,  expecting  their  attack,  conveyed 
away  to  Olynthus  in  Chalcidice  the  women  and  children  of 
the  Scionseans  and  Mendaeans,  and.  sent  over  to  them  five 
hundred  Pelopcmnesian  heavy-armed  and  three  hundred  Chal- 
cidian  targeteers,  with  Polydamidas  in  command  of  them  all. 
And  so  ^y  joined  in  making  their  preparations,  believing 
that  the  Athenians  would  quickly  be  wiu  them. 

124.  Brasidas  and  Pen£ccas  meanwhile  made  an  expedi- 
tion together  the  second  time  into  Lyncus,  against  Aniiibaeus ; 
taking  with  them,  the  latter,  the  forces  of  the  Macedonians 
under  his  dominion,  and  some  heavy-armed  troops  of  the 
Greeks  living  among  them ;  the  former,  in  addition  to  those 
of  the  Peloponnesians  whom  he  had  still  left,  the  Chalcidians, 
Acanthians,  and  of  the  rest  according  to  their  respective 
strength.  In  all,  the  heavy-armed  Greeks  amounted  to  about 
three  thousand ;  all  the  cavalry  of  the  Macedonians  with  the 
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Chalcidians  went  with  them,  amounting  to  nearly  a  thousand, 
and  a  large  multitude  of  the  barbarians  besides.  Having 
invaded  the  country  of  Arrhibeeus,  and  finding  the  Lynces- 
tians  encamped  in  the  field  against  them,  they  mso  took  up  a 
position  opposite  to  them.  The  infantry  occupying  a  hill  on 
each  side,  and  the  space  between  being  a  plain,  the  horse  of 
both  armies,  in  the  first  place,  galloped  down  into  it,  and  en- 
gaged in  a  cavalry  action.  Then  the  Lyncestian  heavy-armed 
having  advanced  first  from  their  hill  witii  their  cavsdry,  and 
being  ready  for  action,  Brasidas  and  Peidiccas  ako,  in  their 
turn,  led  their  forces  against  them,  and  engaged  in  battle,  and 
routed  the  Lyncestians,  and  killed  many  of  them ;  but  the  rest 
took  reluge  on  the  heights,  and  there  remained  quiet  After 
this,  having  erected  a  trophy,  they  wailed  two  or  three  days, 
in  eiq)ectation  of  the  Blynana,  who  were  to  join  Perdiccas  as 
mercenaries.  Then  Peidiccas  wished  to  advance  against  the 
villages  of  Arrhibeeus,  and  not  to  sit  still ;  but  Brasidas  was 
anxious  for  Mende,  lest  if  the  Athenians  should  sail  against 
it  before  his  return,  it  should  meet  with  some  disaster ;  and 
as  the  Ulyrians,  moreover,  had  not  joined  them,  he  was  not 
eager  to  advance,  but  rather  to  retreat 

125.  In  the  mean  time,  while  they  were  thus  at  variance, 
news  arrived  that  the  Ulyrians  had  actually  betrayed  Perdic- 
cas, and  joined  Arrhibeeus :  so  that  now  both  parties  thought 
it  best  to  retreat  through  their  fear  of  them,  as  they  were 
men  of  a  warlike  character ;  but  nothing  being  settied,  in  con- 
sequence of'  their  quarrel,  as  to  when  they  should  march,  and 
night  coming  on,  the  Macedonians  and  the  multitude  of  the 
btfbarians  were  immediatdy  terrified  (as  great  armies  are 
wont  to  be  panic-stricken  for  no  certain  cause) ;  and  thinking 
that  many  times  more  than  had  really  come  were  advancing 
against  them,  and  had  all  but  reached  them,  they  broke  into 
sudden  flight,  and  proceeded  homeward.  Perdiccas,  who  at 
first  was  not  aware  of  it,  was  compelled  by  them,  on  his  learn- 
ing it,  to  depart  before  seeing  Brasidas  (for  they  were  encamped 
at  a  great  distance  from  each  other).  In  the  morning,  when 
Brasidas  saw  that  the  Macedonians  had  gone  before  him,  and 
that  the  Illyrians  and  Arrhibaeus  were  on  the  point  of  attack- 
ing him,  he,  on  his  side,  drew  his  heavy-armed  together  into 
a  square,  and  taking  the  light-armed  multitude  into  the  cen- 
ter, intended  to  retire.    And  he  appointed  his  youngest  men 
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to  dash  outy  on  whatever  point  ihej  might  charge  them  ;  while 
he  himself  with  three  hundred  picked  men  in  the  rear  intended 
during  the  retreat  to  face  about,  and  resist  the  first  of  the 
en^ny  that  should  £all  up(»i  them.  Before  the  enemj  came 
near,  he  addressed  his  men,  as  well  as  the  short  time  allowed 
him,  with  the  following  exhortation  : 

126.  "  M^i  lof  the  Peloponnese,  if  I  did  not  suspect  that 
in  consequ^ce  of  your  being  lefi  alone,  and  because  your 
assailants  are  barbarians,  and  there  are  many  of  them,  you 
were  thrown  into  consternation,  I  should  not  have  given  you, 
as  I  do,  infonnation  at  the  same  time  as  encoun^ment  But 
(13  it  is,  with  respect  to  the  desertion  of  our  fiiends,  and  the 
superior,  numb^ns  of  our  adversaries,  I  will  endeavor,  by  a 
brief  admonition  and  advice,  to  convince  you  of  what  is  most 
important  ior  you.  For  it  is  your  proper  character  to  be  brave 
in  warlike  operations,  not  frcm  the  presence  of  allies  in  each 
case,  but  from  your  own  native  valor ;  and  to  fear  no  number 
of  your  enemies  whatever:  since  neither  are  the  govern^ 
ments  from  which  you  come  of  such  a  character"— govern- 
ments in  which  the  many  do  not  rule  the  few,  but  rather  the 
smaller  number  the  greater,  having  acquired  their  power  by 
no  other  means  than  by  being  victorious  in  battle.  But  with 
regard  to  barbarians,  of  whom  you  are  now  afraid  through 
inexperience,  you  ought  to  know,  both  from  the  contest  you 
have  already  had  with  those  of  them  who  are  Macedonians,  and 
from  what  I  myself  conjectiue,  and  indeed  have  ascertained 
fr<HiSi  hearsay,  that  they  will  not  prove  formidable.  For  with 
regard  to  such  points  in  an  enemy  as  have  an  appearance  of 
strength,  while  they  are  in  reality  weak,  when  correct  informa- 

*  I  venture  to  differ  from  all  the  editors  whose  opinion  I  generally  fol- 
low, in  thinking  that  there  is  no  need  to  consider  ov  as  carelessly  intro- 
duood  here,  either  byThnc^dides  himself^  or  by  his  copyists.  The  perfect 
agreement  of  all  the  MSS.  in  retaining  it  renders  the  latter  supposition 
exceedingly  improbable ;  and  though  our  author  is  doubtless  sometimes 
careless,  there  is  no  reason  for  assuming  that  he  was  so  in  this  passage, 
if  his  words  can  be  explained  on  any  other  view  of  them.  And  such,  I 
thmk,  is  the  case,  if  the  relative  clause  be  taken  as  more  particularly  re- 
ferring to  TToAirewSv,  instead  of  being  regarded  as  explanatory  of  toiSvtuv, 
The  meaniug  of  the  latter  word  will  then  be  "  of  such  a  character  as  to 
warrant  your  entertaining  any  such  fear  of  superior  numbers."  When 
the  passage  is  read  with  the  stress  on  iro^iretuVf  which  its  prominent 
position  seems  to  require,  J  can  not  but  thmk  that  this  int^pretation 
will  appear  most  natural. 
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tion  is  gained  respecting  ihem,  it  raUier  gives  confidence  to  those 
who  resist  them:  whereas  in  the  case  of  those  who  have  any 
solid  advantage,  men  would  meet  them  the  more  boldly  from 
having  no  previous  acqumntance  with  them.  Now  these  men 
present  indeed  a  demonstration  fearful  to  such  as  are  unac- 
quainted with  them:  for  they  are  formidable  in  their  num- 
bers which  meet  the  eye,  and  intolerable  fix>m  the  loudness  of 
their  shouting ;  and  tiie  brandishing  of  their  weapons  in  the 
air  has  a  look  of  threatening.  But  to  those  who  stand  their 
ground  against  them,  they  are  not  what  they  seem ;  for  they 
have  no  definite  order,  so  as  to  be  ashamed  of  leavii^  any 
particular  position,  when  hard  pressed ;  and  their  retreat  and 
attabk  beii^  considered  equally  honorable  puts  their  courage 
also  beyond  the  reach  of  proof;  while  their  independent 
mode  of  fightii^  would  most  frequently  afford  a  man  a  pretext 
for  saving  himself  with  a  fair  show.  And  so  they  consider 
the  probability  of.  their  frightening  you  without  any  danger 
to  themselves  a  surer  game  than  meeting  you  hand  to  hand ; 
else  they  would  have  adopted  that  method  instead  of  their 
present  onci  And  in  this  way  you  clearly  see,  that  all 
that  was  previously  terrible  in  them,  is  but  little  in  reality, 
though  to  the  eye  and  to  the  ear  very  urgent.  I^  ther^ore, 
you  stand  firm  against  its  approach,  and  when  you  have  an 
opportunity,  again  retire  in  good  order,  and  in  your  ranks, 
you  will  the  sooner  reach  a  place  of  safety ;  and  will  know  in  . 
future  that  to  those  who  sustain  their  first  attack,  such  rab- 
bles only  make  a  vaunting  demonstration,  by  threatening  at  a 
distance ;  but  in  the  case  of  those  who  yield  to  them^  t^y  are 
quick  in  displaying  their  courage  in  pursuit,  when  they  can  do 
it  with  security." 

127.  In  this  way  did  Brasidas  exhort  them,  and  began  to 
lead  off  his  forces.  When  the  barbarians  saw  it,  they  pressed 
on  him  with  much  shouting  and  uproar,  thinking  that  he  was 
flying,  and  being  determined  to  overtake  and  cut  him  off.^ 
Then,  when  the  reserve  companies  met  them,  at  whatever 
point  they  charged ;  and  Brasidas  himself  with  his  picked 
men  withstood  uxe  pressure,  and  they  had,  contrary  to  their 
expectation,  resisted  their  fifst  rush,  and,  after  that,  received 

'  Nofuaavrec  seems  to  be  used  here  in  a  different  sense  with  reference 
to  the  two  infinitives  which  follow  it  For  its  meanmg  with  the  latter, 
oompare  chap.  86.  2,  oi^  daat^  r^  iXevOepiav  vojiti^u  imt^epeiv. 
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and  repelled  tbem  when  they  came  on,  but  retired  themselves, 
when  the  enemy  withdrew:  then  indeed  the  main  body  of 
the  barbarians  ceased  attacking  the  Greeks  with  Brasidas  in 
the  open  country ;  and  having  left  a  portion  of  their  forces  to 
follow  and  harass  them,  the  rest  advanced  at  a  run  against 
the  flying  Macedonians,  cutting  down  such  as  they  fell  in 
with ;  and  got  in  time  to  pre-occupy  the  narrow  pass  which 
runs  between  two  hills,  into  the  country  of  Arrhibseus,  know- 
ing that  there  was  no  other  way  of  retreat  for  Brasidas.  And 
when  he  was  coming  to  just  where  the  road  now  became 
impassable,  they  proceeded  to  surround  him,  with  a  view  to 
cutting  him  off. 

128.  He,  on  perceiving  it,  gave  orders  to  his  band  of  three 
hundred  to  advance  at  a  run  to  that  one  of  the  hills  which 
he  thought  they  might  take  more  easily,  as  quickly  as  each 
man  could,  without  observing  any  order ;  and  to  endeavor  to 
dislodge  from  it  the  barbarians  who  were  already  upon  it, 
before  their  main  force  that  was  surrounding  him  should 
join  them  there.  Accordingly,  they  charged,  and  overpowered 
the  party  on  the  hill,  and  the  main  force  of  the  Greeks  now 
advanced  more  easily  up  to  it ;  for  the  barbarians  were  fright- 
ened on  finding  their  men  on.  that  side  dislodged  from  the 
height,  and  no  longer  followed  the  main  body,  considering 
thiat  they  were  now  on  the  borders,  and  had  escaped  them. 
When  Brasidas  had  thus  reached  the  heights,  he  proceed. with 
greater  safety,  and  arrived  the  same  day  at  Amissa,  the  first 
town  in  the  dominions  of  Perdiccas.  And  as  the  soldiers  were 
enraged  at  the  Macedonians  having  retreated  before  them, 
whatever  yokes  of  oxen  belonging  to  them  they  fell  in  with  on 
the  road,  or  whatever  baggage  uiat  had  dropped  off  (as  was 
likely  to  happen  in  case  of  a  retreat  by  night,  and  under  an 
alarm),  on  their  own  authority  they  unyoked  and  cut  down  the 
cattle,  and  appropriated  the  baggage.  From  this  time  Per- 
diccas first  regarded  Brasidas  as  an  enemy,  and  cherished  in 
future  a  hatred  of  the  Lacedaemonians,  which  was  not,  indeed, 
congenial  with  his  feelings,  because  of  his  aversion  for  the 
Athenians;  but  he  departed  from  his  natural  interests,  and 
was  contriving  in  what  way  he  nUght  soonest  come  to  terms 
with  the  Athenians,  and  be  rid  of  the  Peloponnesians. 

129.  On  his  return  from  Macedonia,  Brasidas  found  the 
Athenians  already  in  possession  of  Mende ;  and  remaining  quiet 
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quiet  there,  though  he  considered  himself  unable  to  cross  over 
into  Pallene,  and  assist  it,  he  kept  watch  over  Torone. 
For  about  the  same  time  as  the  campaign  in  Lyncus,  the 
Athenians  sent  the  expedition  against  Mende  and  Scione,  as 
they  were  preparing  to  do,  with  fifty  ships,  ten  of  which  were 
Chians,  and  one  thousand  heavy-armed  of  their  own,  six 
hundred  bowmen,  one  thousand  Thracian  mercenaries,  and 
others  of  their  allies  from  that  country  serving  as  targeteers, 
under  the  command  of  Nicias  son  of  Niceratus,  and  Nicos- 
tratus  son  of  Diitrephes.  Afiter  advancing  from  Potidaea  with 
their  ships,  they  came  to  land  opposite  the  temple  of  Neptune, 
and  proceeded  against  the  Mendseans.  They,  both  themselves 
and  three  hundred  Scionseans  who  had  come  to  their  aid,  and 
the  Peloponnesian  auxiliaries,  seven  hundred  heavy-armed  in 
all,  with  Polydamidas  their  commander,  were  encamped  out- 
side the  city  on  a  strong  hill.  Nicias,  with  one  hundred  and 
twenty  Methonaean  li^t-armed,  sixty  picked  men  of  the 
Athenian  heavy-armed,  and  all  the  bowmen,  attempted  to 
come  at  them  by  a  path  running  up  the  hill ;  but  being  wound- 
ed by  them,  was  unable  to  force  their  position :  while  Nico&- 
tratus,  with  all  the  rest  of  the  army,  advancing  by  a  different 
approach,  and  from  a  more  distant  point,  a^nst  the  hill, 
which  was  difficult  of  access,  was  beaten  back  m  utter  confu- 
sion, and  the  whole  force  of  the  Athenians  was  within  a  little 
of  being  conquered.  For  that  day,  then,  as  the  Mendseans 
and  their  allies  did  not  give  way,  the  Athenians  retreated  and 
pitched  their  camp ;  and  the  Mendaeans,  when  night  came  on, 
returned  into  the  town. 

130.  The  day  following,  the  Athenians  sailed  round  to  the 
side  toward  Scione,  and  took  the  suburb,  and  ravaged  the 
land  the  whole  day,  no  one  coming  out  against  them.  For 
indeed  there  was  some  opposition  of  parties  m  the  town ;  and 
the  three  hundred  of  the  Scionseans,  on  the  approach  of  night, 
returned  home.  The  next  day  Nicias  advanced  with  half  the 
forces  to  the  borders  of  the  Scionaeans,  and  laid  waste  the  land, 
while  Nicostratus  with  the  remainder  sat  down  before  the 
town,  near  the  upper  gates,  by  the  way  they  go  to  Potidaea. 
There  Polydamidas  (as  the  arms  of  the  Mendaeans  and  their 
auxiliaries  happened  to  be  piled  in  that  quarter)  began  to 
draw  them  up  for  battle,  and  exhorted  the  Mendaeans  to  march 
out. against  me  enemy.    One  of  the  popular  faction  replying 


Digitized  by 


Google 


306  THXJOTDIDEa  TV.  [cxxxL,  oxxxni 

to  him^  in  the  spirit  of  party,  that  they  would  not  go  out, 
and  did  not  want  a  war,  and,  when  he  had  thus  replied,  being 
dragged  to  him  by  the  hand,  and  roughly  treated,  the  com- 
mons immediately  took  up  their  arms,  and  advanced  in  a 
great  rage  against  the  Peloponnesians,  and  those  who  had 
joined  them  in  opposition  to  themselves.  Having  thus  fallen 
upon  them,  they  routed  them,  in  consequence  both  of  the 
suddenness  of  the  charge,  and  of  their  alarm  at  the  gates 
being  opened  to  the  Awenians;  for  they  imagined  that  liie 
attack  had  been  made  in  consequence  of  BomQ  agreement 
with  them.  They  then,  as  many  as  were  not  immediately 
killed,  took  refuge  in  the  citadel,  whicb  was  before  held  by  them- 
selves ;  while  the  Athenians  (for  by  this  time  Nicias  also  had 
returned  and  was  close  to  the  town)  rushed  with  all  their  forces 
into  Mende,  inasmuch  as  it  had  not  thrown  open  its  gates  to 
them  on  the  ground  of  any  convention,  and  sacked  it  as  though 
they  had  taken  it  by  storm ;  the  generals  with  difficulty  re- 
straining them  from  even  butchering  the  inhabitants.  After- 
ward they  told  the  Mendaeans  to  retain  their  civil  rights,  as 
usual,  after  having  tried  among  themselves  whomever  they 
considered  to  have  been  the  originators  of  the  revolt :  but  the 
party  in  the  citadel  they  cut  off  by  a  wall  down  to  the  sea  on 
each  side,  and  stationed  troops  to  keep  guard  over  them. 
When  they  had  thus  got  possession  of  Mende,  they  proceeded 
against  Scione. 

131.  The  inhabitants  of  that  town,  both  themselves  and  tiie 
Peloponnesians,  marched  out  to  oppose  them,  and  were  posted 
on  a  strong  hill  before  the  city,  without  the  occupation  of 
which  by  the  enemy  there  was  no  possibility  of  investing 
them.  So  the  Athenians  attacked  it  vigorously,  and  havii^ 
driven  off  by  their  charge  those  who  were  upon  it,  pitched  their 
camp,  and  after  erecting  a  trophy,  prepared  for  the  circum- 
vallation  of  the  place.  Not  long  after,  while  they  were  now 
engaged  in  the  work,  the  auxiliaries  who  were  being  besieged 
in  the  citadel  of  Mende  having,  during  the  night,  driven  in 
the  guard  by  the  seaHBide,  arrived  at  Scione ;  and  most  of  them 
escaping  through  the  troops  encamped  before  it,  threw  them- 
selves into  the  place. 

132.  While  Scione  was  invested,  Perdiccas  sent  a  herald  to 
the  Athenian  generals,  and  concluded  an  arrangement  with  the 
Athenians,  through  hjs  hatred  of  Brasidas  in  consequence  of 
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the  retreat  from  Lyncus;  having  begun  to  negotiate  for  it 
from  that  very  time.  And,  as  Isagoras  the  Lacedaemonian  then 
ha^^ned  to  be  on  the  point  of  taking  an  army  by  land  to  join 
Brasidas,  Perdiocas,  partly  because  Nicias  advised  him,  since 
he  had  come  to  terms  with  the  Athenians,  to  give  them  some 
clear  jwroof  of  his  being  a  firm  friend ;  and  partly  because 
he  himself  wished  the  Lacedsemonians  never  again  to  go  to 
his  territories ;  won  over  to  his  views  his  friends  in  Thessaly, 
(for  he'  was  always  intimate  with  the  principal  men^  and 
stopped  the  army  and  its  equipments,  so  that  they  did  not 
even  try  the  mind  of  the  Thessi^ians  on  the  subject.  Is- 
agoras, however,  Ameinias,  and  Aristeus,  themselves  came  to 
Brasidas,  being  commissioned  by  the  Lacedaemonians  to  in- 
spect the  state  of  afi^irs;  and  took  from  Sparta,  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  i^irit  of  their  laws,  some  of  their  young  men, 
with  a  view  to  appointing  them  to  the  command  in  the  cities, 
instead  of  iatrusung  it  to  any  that  might  happen  to  be  there 
at  present*  Accordingly,  he  appointed  Clearidas  son  of  Cle- 
onymus  to  the  command  in  Amphipohs,  and  Pasitelidas,  son  of 
Hegesander  in  Torone. 

133.  The  same  summer,  the  Thebans  dismantled  the  wall  of 
the  Ihespians,  on  a  charge  of  their  favoring  the  Athenians; 
having  always  wished  to  do  it,  but  finding  it  more  easy  at 
that  time,  since  all  the  flower  of  their  population  had  fallen 
in  the  battle  against  the  Athenians.  The  temple  of  Juno  at 
Argos  was  also  burned  down  that  same  summer,  in  conse- 
quence of  Chrysis  the  priestess  having  placed  a  lighted  torch 
near  the  garlands,  and  fallen  asleep  after  it ;  so  that  they  all 
caught  fire,  and  were  in  a  flame  before  she  perceived  it.  Chry- 
sis immediately,  the  same  night,  fled  to  Phlius,  in  her  fear  of 
the  Argives ;  who,  according  to  the  law  laid  down  on  the  sub- 
ject, appointed  another  priestess,  by  name  Phaeinis.  The 
priesthood  of  Chrysis,  at  the  time  ^e  fled,  embraced  eight 
years  of  this  war,  and  to  the  middle  of  the  ninth.  And  now, 
toward  the  close  of  the  summer,  Scione  was  entirely  invested ; 
and  the  Athenians,  having  left  a  garrison  to  keep  watch  over 
it,  returned  with  the  rest  of  their  army. 

134.  The  following  winter,  the  Athenians  and  Lacedaemo- 
nians remained  quiet,  in  consequence  of  the  armistice;  but 
the  Mantineans  and  Teseans,  with  the  allies  on  both  sides, 
fought  a  battle  at  Laodicium,  in  the  district  of  Oresthis,  and 
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the  victory  was  doubtful ;  for  each  side  having  put  to  flight 
one  of  the  enemy's  wings  which  was  opposed  to  them,  they 
both  erected  trophies,  and  sent  spoils  to  Delphi,  Though, 
however,  many  had  &llen  on  each  side,  and  the  battle  was 
undecisive,  and  night  interrupted  the  action,  the  Tegeans  bi- 
vouaced  on  the  field,  and  erected  a  trophy  immediately; 
whereas  the  Mantineans  withdrew  to  Bucolion,  and  erected 
their  counter-trophy  afterward. 

136,  Toward  the  end  of  the  same  winter,  and  when  it 
was  now  approaching  to  spring,  Brasidas  also  made  an  at- 
tempt on  Potidflea.  For  he  went  thither  by  night,  and  planted 
a  ladder  against  the  wall,  and  so  fax  escapied  observation ;  the 
ladder  having  been  planted  just  in  the  interval  when  the 
bell  had  been  passed  round,'  before  the  man  who  passed  it  re- 
turned to  that  side.  Afterward,  however,  on  their  immedi- 
ately perceiving  it,  before  his  troops  came  up  to  the  place, 
he  led  them  back  again  as  quickly  as  possible,  and  did  not 
wait  for  the  day  to  break.  And  so  the  winter  ended,  and 
the  ninth  year  of  this  war,  of  which  Thucydides  wrote  the 
history. 

'  Respecting  this  expedient  for  securing  the  vigilance  of  Uoops  on 
guard,  see  Arnold's  note. 
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1.  The  following  summer,  the  truce  for  a  year  continued 
till  the  Pythian  games,  ^  and  then  ended.  During  the  sn^nsion 
of  arms,  the  Awenians  expelled  the  Delians  from  their  island, 
thinking  that  they  had  been  consecrated  when  in  a  state  of 
impurity  from  some  crime  of  ancient  date ;  and,  moreover,  that 
this  had  been  the  deficiency  in  their  former  purification  of  it ; 
in  which  case  I  have  before  explained  that  they  considered 
themselves  to  have  performed  it  rightly  by  taking  up  the  cof- 
fins of  the  dead.  The  Delians  found  a  residence  at  Atramyt- 
tium  in  Asia,  given  to  them  by  Phamaces,  as  each  of  them 
arrived  there. 

2.  After  the  armistice  had  expired,  Cleon,  having  persuaded 
the  Athenians  to  the  measure,  led  an  expedition  against  the 
Thrace-ward  towns,  with  twelve  hundred  heavy-armed,  and 
three  hundred  cavalry  of  the  Athenians,  a  larger  force  of  the 

*  For  the  arguments  with  which  Arnold  establishes,  as  I  think,  this 
interpretation  of  the  passage,  see  his  Appendix.  All  the  later  German 
editors,  adopt,  with  little  or  no  variety,  the  view  of  Heilmann,  Bockh, 
and  others,  who  suppose  it  to  mean,  that  "in  the  following  summer  the 
truce  was  broken,  and  war  renewed  until  the  time  of  the  Pythian  games." 
In  addition  to  what  Arnold  has  observed  respecting  the  unsuitableness 
of  the  pluperfect  tense  to  such  a  mode  of  interpretation,  it  may  be  re- 
marked that  Thucydides  applies  the  term  t?)v  iKexeiplav  to  the  year's 
truce  in  the  last  chapter  but  one  of  the  preceding  book ;  and  therefore  it 
is  much  more  natural  that  the  same  armistice  should  be  intended  by  the 
same  term  in  this  and  the  following  chapters.  It  seems  evident  too  that 
there  is  an  apposition  expressed  by  the  fiev  here  and  the  6e  in  the  first 
line  of  the  next  chapter — the  one  sentence  stating  how  long  the  truce 
continued,  viz.,  until  the  Pythian  games,  and  the  other,  what  military 
measure  was  first  executed  after  its  expiration ;  while  the  chief  event 
which  occurred  during  its  continuance  is  mentioned  parenthetically  be- 
tween the  two.  Nor,  again,  does  it  seem  at  all  like  the  style  of  Thucy- 
dides to  allude  so  cursorily,  and  by  anticipation,  to  the  Pythian  games, 
as  the  cause  which  put  a  final  stop  to  hostilities,  and  to  make  no  subse- 
quent mention  of  tbem  at  all  in  what  would  be  the  natural  place  for 
doing  so ;  but  to  lead  his  readers  to  conclude  that  the  proposals  for  peace 
originated  solely  in  the  difficulties  of  both  the  great  belligerent  powers, 
and  their  natural  anxiety  to  be  released  from  them ;  which  is  the  sum 
and  substance  of  his  history  from  chapters  13  to  1*7. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


310  THUOYDIDEa    T-  [m. 

allies,  and  thirty  ships.  After  landing  in  the  first  place  at 
Scione,  which  was  still  being  besieged,  and  taking  thence  some 
heavy-armed  from  the  garrison,  he  sailed  into  the  port  of  the 
Colophonians,  belonging  to  the  Toronaeans,  and  at  no  great 
distance  from  their  city.  Thence,  having  learned  from  de- 
serters both  that  Brasidas  was  not  in  Torone,  and  that  those 
who  were  in  it  were  not  strong  enough  to  give  him  battle, 
with  his  land  forces  he  marched  against  the  city,  while  he  sent 
ten  ships  to  sail  round  into  the  harbor.  First,  then,  he  came 
to  the  fortifications  which  Brasidas  had  raised  anew  round 
the  city,  from  a  wish  to  include  the  suburb,  and  so  by  taking 
down  a  part  of  the  original  wall  had  made  it  one  city. 

3.  Pasitelidas,  the  Lacedaemonian  commander,  and  the  gar- 
rison that  was  there,  went  to  the  defense  of  the  fortifications, 
and  tried  to  resist  the  assault  of  the  Atheniaiis.  When  they 
wefe  being  driven  in,  and  the  ships  that  had  been  sent  round 
were  at  the  same  time  sailing  into  the  harbor,  Pasitelidas, 
fearing  that  the  ships  might  find  the  city  deserted  by  its  de- 
fenders before  he  could  reach  it,  and  that  if  the  fortifications 
were  carried  he  might  be  made  prisoner  in  them,  left 
them,  and  ran  into  the  city.  But  the  Athenians  from  the 
ships  had  had  time  to  take  Torone,  and  their  land  forces,  rush- 
ing after  him,  on  the  very  first  assault  burst  in  with  him 
through  the  part  of  the  old  wall  that  had  been  removed.  And 
thus  some  of  the  Peloponnesians  and  Toronaeans  they  slew 
immediately  in  close  combat,  and  others  they  took  alive,  with 
Pasitelidas  the  commander.  Now  Brasidas  was  coming  to  the 
relief  of  Torone  ;  but  hearing  of  its  capture  while  on  his  way, 
he  went  back  again,  having  been  but  forty  stades  short  of 
arriving  in  time.  Cleon  and  the  Athenians  erected  two  tro- 
phies, one  by  the  harbor,  the  other  near  the  fortifications; 
and  sold  into  slavery  the  women  and  children  of  the  Toronae- 
ans, while  the  men  themselves,  with  the  Peloponnesians,  and 
whatever  Ghalcidians  there  were  besides,  seven  hundred  in 
ail,  they  sent  off  to  Athens ;  whence  some  of  them  afterward 
were  dismissed,  on  conclusion  of  peace,  while  others  were  re- 
covered by  the  Olynthians,  through  an  exchange  of  prisoners. 
About  the  same  time,  too,  the  Boeotians  took  by  treachery 
Panactum,  a  fortress  bf  the  Athenians  on  the  borders.  Cleon, 
fifter  establishing  a  garrison  in  Torone,  weighed  anchor,  and 
Bailed  round  Athos  on  his  way  to  Amphipohs. 
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4.  About  this  same  time,  Phaaaz,  son  of  Erasistratus,  with 
two  colleagues,  being  commisooned  by  the  Athenians,  sailed 
with  two  ships  as  embassador  to  Ital^  and  8icily.  For  on 
the  departure  of  the  Athenians  from  Sicily  after  the  pacificar 
tioD,  the  Leontines  had  enrolled  a  large  number  of  new  cit- 
izens, and  the  commons  w^re  thinting  of  dividing  the  landr 
When  the  aristocratical  party  were  aware  of  it,  they  called  in 
the  Syracusans,  and  expelled  the  commons;  who  wandered 
about  as  they  seyetally  happ^ied ;  while  the  nobles  entered 
into  an  arrangement  with  the  Syracusans,  and  having  aban- 
doned  and  laid  waste  thebr  own  city,  lived  at  Syracuse  with 
the  enjoyment  of  the  franchise.  Afterward  some  of  them,  in 
consequence  of  not  being  pleased,  withdrew  from  Syracuse, 
and  occupied  a  quarter  of  the  city  of  Leontini,  called  Phoceae, 
and  Bricmniae,  which  was  a  iMxonghold  in  the  Leontine  coun- 
try. Hiere  the  majority  of  the  popular  party  who  had  bcfen 
expelled,  came  to  them,  and  having  thus  esjtablished  them* 
selves,  they  carried  <m  the  war  from  the  fortifications.  The 
Athenians,  hearing  this,  dispatched  Phaeax,  to  try  if  by  any 
means  they  might  persuade  the  allies  they  had  there,  and  the 
rest  of  the  Sicilians  if  they  could,  to  join  in  attacking  the 
Syracusans,  on  the  strength  of  their  gaining  such  additional 
power,  and  thus  might  save  the  commons  of  Leontini.  So 
Phaeax  came,  and  prevailed  on  the  Camarinssans  and  Agri« 
gentines ;  but  when  the  question  was  s^tled  against  him  at 
Gela,  he  did  not  then  proceed  to  the  others,  as  he  found  that 
he  should  not  prevail  on  them ;  but  having  returned  throi^h 
the  country  of  the  Sicels  to  Oatana,  and  having  on  his  route 
also  visited  Bricinnise,  and  encouraged  its  inhabitants,  he  sailed 
back  again. 

5.  On  his  course  to  Sicily  and  return  from  it,  he  also  com- 
municated with  certain  cities  in  Italy  on  the  subject  of  friend- 
ship with  the  Athenians.  He  likewise  fell  in  with  the 
Locrian  settlers  banished  from  Messana,  who,  after  the  pacifi- 
cation effected  by  the  Sicilians,  when  the  Messanians  were 
divided  into  Actions,  and  one  of  them  had  invited  the  Locri- 
ans  to  their  aid,  had  been  sent  out  for  that  purpose  ;  and  so 
Messana  came  into  the  hands  of  the  Locrians  for  some  time. 
Phaeax  then,  having  fEtllen  in  with  these  men  on  their  way 
home,  did  them  no  harm,  as  proposals  had  been  made  to  him 
by  the  Locrians  for  coming  to  terms  with  the  Athenians* 
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For  they  were  the  only  people  of  the  allies  who,  when  the 
Sicilians  were  reconciled  to  each  other,  did  not  make  peace 
with  the  Athenians ;  nor  would  they  have  done  it  then,  had 
they  not  been  pressed  by  hostilities  with  the  Itonseans  and 
Melseans,  who  lived  on  their  bcnrders,  and  were  a  colony  from 
them.  So  Phaeax  returned,  and  arrived  at  Athens  some  time 
gfter. 

6.  ^N'ow  when  Cleon,  at  the  time  we  last  mentioned  him, 
mailed  round  firom  Torone  to  go  against  Amphipolis,  making 
Eion  the  base  of  his  operations,  he  assaulted  Stagirus,  a 
colony  of  the  Andrians,  but  without  reducing  it ;  but  Galep- 
sus,  tibe  Thasian  colony,  he  took  by  storm.  And  having  sent 
embassadors  to  Perdiccas,  that  he  might  join  him  with  an  army 
according  to  the  terms  of  their  alliance,  and  others  into 
Thrace,  to  PoUes,  the  king  of  the  Odomantians,  who  was  to 
bring  as  many  Thracian  mercenaries  as  he  could,  he  himself 
remained  quiet  in  Eion,  awaiting  their  arrival.  On  hearing 
this,  Brasidas,  on  his  side  also,  took  up  an  opposite  position  on 
Cerdyliimi.  This  spot  is  in  the  Argilian  country,  being  on 
the  high  ground  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  not  far  from  the 
city  of  .Amphipolis ;  and  every  thing  was  distinctly  seen  from 
it ;  so  that  Cleon  could  not  imobserved  by  him  set  out  with 
his  army ;  as  he  expected  him  to  do,  and  despising  the  numbers 
of  the  Lacedaemonians,  to  march  up  with  the  forces  he  had 
with  him  against  Amphipolis.  At  the  same  time  he  was  get- 
ting ready  fifteen  hundred  Thracian  mercenaries,  and  was  call- 
ing all  the  Edonians  to  his  aid,  both  targeteers  and  cavalry ; 
and  he  had  a  thousand  targeteers  of  the  Myrcinians  and  Chal- 
cidians,  in  addition  to  those  in  Amphipolis.  All  his  heavy- 
armed  force  too  was  mustered,  about  two  thousand  in  number, 
and  three  hundred  Grecian  horse.  With  fifteen  hundred  of 
these  Brasidas  stationed  himself  on  Cerdylium,  while  the  rest 
were  posted  with  Clearidas  in  Amphipolis. 

7.  Cleon  remained  quiet  for  some  time,  but  was  tKen  com- 
pelled to  do  what  Brasidas  had  eicpected.  For  his  soldiers 
being  annoyed  at  sitting  still,  and  reflecting,  with  regard  to 
his  command,  against  what  skill  and  daring  in  the  enemy,  with 
what  ignorance  and  cowardice  in  himself  it  would  be  held,  and 
how  unwillingly  they  had  accompanied  him  from  home,  he  per- 
ceived their  murmurs ;  and  not  wishing  them  to  be  exasperated 
by  remaining  stationary  in  the  same  place,  he  broke  up  his 
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camp  and  led  them  forward.  And  ke^  adopted  the  same  plan 
as  hd  had  ako  succeeded  with  at  Pylus,  and  therefore  felt  con- 
fident in  his  own  discernment  For  tJiat  any  one  would  come 
out  agunst  him  to  hattle,  he  had  not  so  much  as  a  thought ; 
but  said  that  he  was  going  up  rather  to  see  the  place,  and  was 
waiting  for  his  more  numerous  forces ;  not  for  ihe  purpose  of 
gaining  a  victory  wi&out  any  risk,  should  he  be  compelled  to 
engage,  but  of  surrounding  the  city  on  all  sides,  and  so  taking 
it  by  storm.  Having  oontie,  therefore,  and  posted  his  army  on 
a  strong  hill  in  front  oi  Amphipolis,  he  himself  proceeded  to 
reconnoiter  the  lake  formed  by  the  Strymon,  and  what  was 
the  position  of  the  city  on  the  side  of  Thrace.  He  thought 
to  retire,  whenever  he  pleased,  without  a  battle;  for  indeed 
there  was  neither  any  one  seen  on  the  wall,  nor  did  any  one 
come  out  through  the  gates,  but  they  w^e  all  closed :  so  that 
he  even  considered  he  had  made  a  mistake  in  not  having  come 
down  with  engines ;  for  he  beUeved  that  in  that  case  he  might 
have  taken  the.  city. 

8.  Inmiedia^y  that  Brasidas  saw  the  Athenians  in  mo* 
tion,  he  too  went  down  from  Oerdylium,  and  entered  Amphi* 
polis.  Now  for  any  regular  sally,  and  array  of  troops  against 
the  Athenians,  he  made  none;  being  afrajd  of  his  own  re* 
sources,  and  considering  them  inferior  to  the  enemy ;  not  so 
much  in  numbers  (for  th^  were  pretty  nearly  equal),  but  in 
character ;  (for  it^  was  the  flower  of  the  A&enian  force  that 
was  in  tiie  field,  and  the  best  of  the  Lemnians  and  Im^ 
brians ;)  but  he  prepared  to  attack  them  by  means  of  a  strata* 
gem.    For  if  he  i^wed  the  enemy  his  numbers,  and  the 

*  Or  T^  Tp6ir(ti  may  be  understood,  as  by  Haack  and  Arnold,  "of  the 
temper  and  habits  of  Oeon's  mind.''  But  the  aorist  tense  of  the  verbs 
kXPV^fO'fo^  kmaTevaCy  and  fiXiriaev  seems  intended  to  refer  to  the  single 
fact  of  his  having  adopted  a  particular  plan,  and  his  reasons  for  doing  i1^ 
rather  than  to  a  continued  state  of  mind,  which  would  rather  take  the 
imperfect  And  the  foUowing  description  of  that  plan,  o^x  ^  r^  da^aT^el 
— d7i?J  <if  Kvkh^  icepuTTuq  0i^  alprjmsv  Hfv  woXiVy  agrees,  as  closely  as 
the  different  position  of  the  parties  rendered  possible,  with  that  of  the 
arrangements  for  the  decisive  battle  in  Sphacteria,  which  were  made  by 
Demosthenes,  but  the  credit  of  which  Cleon  would,  of  course,  assume  to 
himselt  Compare  espedally  rV.  32.  3,  oiruc  ^t^  nXeianj  diropia  y  role 
'JTo?,€fu(H^  vraifTaxoSev  KekvKXufitvotCi  Kai  ft^  l;^«(Tt  Trpdf  5Tt  dvurd^uvraif 
dW  dfifi6oXoi  yiyviivrai  t^  irXridei^  ic.  r.  i. 

s  Literally,  "the  Athenian  force  that  was  in  the  field  had  gone  forth 
pure;"  i,  c,  free  from  all  such  things  as  might  have  marred  their  effi- 
ciency :  xPV<^Toig  KcraXoyoic  cKKptdtVy  as  he  expresses  it,  VL  31,  3. 
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equipment  of  the  troops  with  him,  whidi  was  SHch  as  neces- 
sity alone  dictated/  he  did  not  think  that  he  should  conqner 
them  so  well  as  he  should  without  their  seeing  his  forces  he- 
forehand,  and  demising  them  on  suffiment  grounds.'  Haying 
therefore  himself  pick^  out  a  hundred  and  fifty  heavy-armed, 
and  having  put  the  rest  under  the  cmnmand  of  Clefoidas,  he 
purposed  making  a  sudden  attack  on  the  Athenians  hefore  they 
could  retire ;  as  he  did  not  think  that  he  i^ould  catch  them 
again  so  isolated,  if  once  their  r^n^oements  should  have 
joined  them.  Calling  therefore  all  his  soldiers  together,  and 
wishing  to  encourage  them  and  acquaint  them  with  his  design, 
he  spoke  to  the  fdlowing  effect : 

9.  "  Men  of  the  Peloponnese,  with  regard  to  the  character 
of  the  country  from  which  we  are  come,  namely,  that  through 
its  iM^very  it  has  always  heen  a  free  country,  and  that  you 
are  Dorians  about  to  engage  with  lonians,  to  whom  you  are 
habitually  superior,  let  a  brief  declaration  suffice.  But  with 
regard  to  the  present  attack,  I  will  explain  in  what  way  I 
purpose  making  it ;  that  the  fact  of  your  meeting  the  danger 
m  small  divisions,  and  not  in  one  body,  may  not  cause  a  want 
of  courage  by  an  appearance  of  weakness.  For  I  c<H)jecture 
that  it  is  through  contempt  of  us,  and  their  not  expecting  any 
one  to  march  out  against  them  to  battle,  that  the  enemy  went 
up  to  their  present  position,  and  are  now  thinking  nothing  of 
us,  while,  without  any  order,  they  are  engaged  in  looking 
about  them.  But  whoever  best  observes  earn  mistakes  in  his 
opponents,  and  also  plans  his  attack  upon  them  with  regard 
to  his  own  power,'  not  so  much  in  an  open  manner  and  in 

1  "  dvayKaiav  oitTavy]  i,  e.,  not  sudi  as  they  would  have  wished,  but 
such  as  thej  could  get.  Compare  II.  70. 1,  (3p6aeug  irepi  uvayKaiag^  and 
L  61.  2,  ^vfi6aaiv  dvayKaiav ." — Arnold. 

2  Or,  "  and  ceasing  to  despise  them  on  insufficient  grounds."  For  the 
dififerent  explanations  of  this  strange  oonstrudson  which  have  been  pro- 
posed, see  Poppo's  note,  in  his  last  edition ;  which  has  been  completed 
since  this  translation  was  commenced,  and  will  be  always  referred  to  in 
future,  unless  the  larger  edition  is  expressly  mentioned.  The  position 
of  the  re  seems  to  show  that  Karaf^povrjoeui^y  as  well  as  irpoo^euct  is  de- 
pendent upon  ttvev,  and  therefore  that  the  fifi  must  be  considered  as  re- 
dundant. Or  is  it  possible  that  it  could  have  been  carelessly  used  with 
a  double  force,  qualifying  at  once  both  dnb  t6v  &vtoc  and  Karat^povriaeug ; 
as  it  is  in  a  somewhat  similar  manner,  I.  40.  2  ? 

3  (( t^  g,^  when  it  is  deficient  in  actual  strength,  making  up  for  it  by  art 
and  by  rapidity  of  movement" — Arnold, 
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regular  battle-array,  as  with  reference  to  his  present  advantage, 
that  man  would  be  most  suocessfol.  And  those  stratagems  by 
which  one  would  most  deceive  his  enemies,  and  benefit  his 
friends,  have  the  higl^st  reputation.  While,  then,  they  are 
still  unprepared,  yet  confident,  and  are  thinking,  from  what  I 
see,  of  retiring  rsJiher  than  of  remaining ;  while  uieir  minds  are 
irresolute,  and  before  their  plans  are  more  definitely  arranged, 
I  will  take  my  own  division,  and  surprise  them,  if  I  can,  by 
foiling  at  full  speed  on  the  center  of  their  forces.  And  do 
you,  Glearidas,  afterward,  when  you  see  me  now  charging, 
and  in  all  probabihty  fi^ghtaiing  tbem,  take  your  division, 
both  the  Amphipolitans  and  the  other  allies,  and  suddenly 
opening  the  gates  rush  out  against  them,  and  make  all  haste  to 
close  with  mem  as  quickly  as  possible.  For  we  may  expect 
that  in  this  way  they  wiU  be  most  alarmed ;  since  tifie  force 
which  follows  up  an  attack  is  more  terrible  to  an  enemy  than 
that  which  is  already  before  him  and  engaged  with  him.  And 
do  you  be  a  brave  man  yourself,  as  it  is  natural  that  you 
should,  being  a  Spartan ;  and  do  ye,  allies,  follow  him  courage- 
oudy ;  and  consider  that  it  is  the  proof  of  good  soldiership  to 
be  willing,  and  to  be  alive  to  shame,  and  to  obey  your  comt 
manders.  Reflect,  too,  that  on  this  day  you  either  gain  youi 
liberty,  if  you  act  bravely,  and  the  title  of  confederates  of  the 
Lacedemonians;  or  are  slaves  of  the  Athenians — ^if  you  fare 
as  well  as  you  possibly  can,  without  being  reduced  to  persona) 
bondage,  or  put  to  death — ^and  incur  a  more  galling  slavery 
than  before,  while  you  oppose  the  liberation  of  the  rest  of  the 
Greeks.  Do  not  you,  then,  act  as  cowards,  seeing  for  how 
much  you  are  struggUng ;  and  /  will  show  you  that  I  am  not 
better  able  to  give  advice  to  others,  than  to  carry  it  out  in  ac- 
tion myself." 

10.  Having  thus  spoken,  Brasidas  himself  pr^)ared  for 
marching  out,  and  posted  the  rest  of  the  troops  with  Glearidas 
at  what  were  called  the  Thracian  gates,  to  sally  out  after  him, 
as  had  been  arranged.  His  descent  from  Cerdylium  having 
been  observed,  as  also  his  sacrificing,  when  he  was  in  the  city 
— of  which  a  view  is  commanded  from  the  outside — ^near  the 
temple  of  Minerva,  and  his  being  occupied  with  these  meas- 
ures, tidings  were  carried  to  Cleon  (for  he  had  gone  forward 
at  the  time  to  look  about  him)  that  the  enemy's  whole  force 
was  visible  in  the  city ;  and  that  under  the  gates  were  observed 
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many  feet  of  horses  and  men,  as  though  piepared  tc  make  a 
sally.  On  receiving  this  intellig^ice  he  came  up  tc  the  spot ; 
and  Yrhen  he  saw  mat  it  was  so,  not  wishing  to  come  to  a  de- 
cisive engagement  before  his  reinforcements  also  had  arrived, 
and  thin£ing  that  he  should  have  time  to  retire,  he  at  once 
gave  orders  for  the  signal  to  march  back,  and  sent  word  to  the 
troops  on  the  retreat  to  draw  off  in  the  direction  of  Eion, 
moving  on  their  lefk  wing;  which  indeed  was  the  only  way 
they  could.  But  when  he  thought  there  was  a  dilatoriness 
on  their  part,  he  himself  made  the  right  wing  turn  round,  and 
presenting  their  exposed  side  to  the  enemy,  began  to  lead  off 
nis  troop.  Upon  this,  Brasidas,  marking  his  opportunity,  and 
seeing  that  the  Athenian  force  was  on  the  move,  says  to  his 
own  company  and  the  rest:  ^^The  men  are  not  disposed  to 
wait  for  us  as  is  evident  by  the  motion  of  their  spears  and  of 
their  heads ;  for  those  who  haye  this  going  on  among  them 
do  not  generally  receive  the  charge  of  their  assailants.  So 
then  let  somebody  throw  open  for  me  the  gates  I  have  men- 
tioned, and  let  us  march  out  against  them  as  quickly  as  pos- 
sible, and  with  good  courage."  He,  accordingly,  sidlied  out 
by  the  gates  near  the  stockade,  the  first  in  the  long  wall 
which  was  then  standing,  and  ran  fiill  speed  along  the  high 
road,  where  the  trophy  now  stands,  as  you  go  by  the  strongSsk 
part  of  the  position ;  and  falling  on  the  Amenians,  who  were 
both  terrified  by  their  own  disorder  and  confounded  by  his 
boldness,  in  the  center  of  their  forces,  he  put  them  to  the  rout, 
dearidas  too,  as  had  been  arr^^^ed,  sallied  out  after  him  by 
the  Thradan  gates,  and  rushed  upon  the  enemy's  troops.  The 
consequence  was,  that  by  this  unexpected  and  sudden  charge 
on  both  sides,  the  enemy  were  thrown  into  confusion ;  and  their 
left  wing,  on  the  side  of  Eion,  which  had  already  advanced 
some  distance,  inmiediately  broke  away  and  fied.  When  it  was 
now  on  its  retreat,  Brasidas,  in  advancing  along  to  attack  the 
right  wing,  received  a  wound ;  and  while  the  Atoenians  did  not 
observe  his  fell,  those  who  were  near  him  took  him  up,  and 
carried  him  off  the  field.  The  right  of  the  Athenians,  how- 
ever, stood  its  ground  better;  and  though  Oleon,  who  from 
the  first  had  no  intention  of  making  a  stand,  inmiediately  fled, 
and  was  overtaken  and  killed  by  a  Myrcinian  targeteer,  his 
heavy-armed  retreated  in  a  close  body  to  the  hill,  and  re- 
pulsed the  charge  of  Clearidas  twice  or  thrice,  and  did  not 
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give  way  till  ihe  MTreinian  and  Chalcidian  horse,  with  the 
targeteen,  having  surrounded  them,  and  pouring  their  missiles 
upon  them,  put  them  to  the  rout.  And  so  now  the  whole 
army  of  the  Athenians,  flying  with  great  difficulty,  and  taking 
many  different  roads  over  the  mountains,  effected  their  return 
to  Mon;  excepting  such  as  were  killed  either  in  the  imme- 
diate action,  or  by  the  Chalcidian  horse  and  the  tai^teers. 
Those  who  had  taken  up  and  rescued  Brasidas,  carri^  him 
still  breathing  into  the  city ;  where  he  lived  to  hear  that  his 
troops  were  victorious,  but  after  a  diort  interval  expired.  The 
rest  of  the  army,  on  returning  with  Clearidas  from  the  pursuit, 
stripped  the  dead,  and  erected  a  trophy. 

11.  After  this  all  the  allies  attended  in  arms,  and  interred 
Brasidas  at  the  public  expense  in  the  city,  in  front  of  the  pres- 
ent market-place.  And  ever  since  the  Amphipolitans,  having 
inclosed  his  tomb  with  a  fence,  have  made  offerings  to  him  as 
to  a  hero,  and  have  given  him  the  honor  of  games  and  annual 
sacrifices.  They  also  referred  the  settlement  to  him  as  its 
founder,  demoMiing  the  building  of  Hagnon,  and  obliterating 
whatever  memorial  of  his  founding  the  place  was  likely  to  re- 
main: for  they  considered  that  Brasidas  had  be^n  their  pre- 
server; and  at  the  present  time  too,  through  fear  of  the 
Athenians,  they  courted  the  Lacedaemonian  confederacy ;  while, 
on  the  other  hand,  they  thought  that  Hagnon,  in  consequence 
of  their  hostility  toward  the  Athenians,  would  not  retain  his 
honors  either  so  beneficially  or*  so  agreeably  to  them.  The 
dead  they  restored  to  the  Athenians.  There  were  killed,  of 
the  Athenians,  about  six  hundred ;  of  their  adversaries,  only 
seven ;  because  the  battle  was  not  fought  with  any  regular  order, 
but  was  rather  brought  on  by  such  an  accidental  occurrence 
and  previous  alarm  as  has  been  described.  After  taking  up 
their  dead,  the  Athenians  sailed  away  home ;  while  Clearidas 
and  his  party  proceeded  to  settle  matters  about  AmphipoHs. 

12.  About  the  same  time,  toward  the  close  of  summer, 
Ramphias,  Autocharidas,  and  E^icydidas,  Lacedaemonians,  led 
a  reinforcement  of  nine  hundred  heavy-armed  to  the  Thrace- 
ward  towns,  and  on  their  arrival  at  Heraclea  in  Trachinia 
arranged  whatever  appeared  to  them  not  to  be  on  a  good 
footing.  While  they  thus  prolonged  their  stay  in  the  place, 
this  battle  of  Amphipolis  happen^  to  be  fought ;  and  so  the 
summer  ended. 
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IS.  The  following  winter,  Ramphias  and  bis  eompanioiis 
immediately  passed  through  the  country  as  far  as  Piefiiis  in 
Theasaly ;  but  as  the  The^alians  forbad  their  advance,  and  as 
Brasidas,  moreover,  was  dead,  to  whom  they  were  leading  the 
force,  they  turned  back  h<xne ;  thinking  the  time  for  action  had 
gone  by ;  as  both  the  Athenians  had  departed  in  consequence 
of  their  defeat,  and  they  were  not  competent  to  execute  any  of 
hi9  designa  But,  most  of  all,  they  returned  because  they  Imew 
that  the  Lacedemonians,  at  the  time  of  their  setting  out,  were 
more  stron^y  disposed  for  peace. 

14.  It  happened  too,  inunediately  after  the  battle  of  Am- 
phipolis  and  the  retreat  of  Ramphias  from  Thessaly,  that  nei- 
ther party  any  longer  a{>plied  themselves  at  all  to  the  war, 
but  they  were  rather  inclined  for  peace.  The  Athenians  were 
so,  as  having  received  a  severe  blow  at  Delium,  and  again 
shortly  after  at  Amphipolis ;  and  as  no  longer  having  that  con- 
fklent  hope  in  their  strength,  through  which  they  would  not 
before  accept  &e  offered  treaty,  thinking,  in  consequence  of 
their  present  success,  diat  they  should  oome  off  victorious  in 
tlw  struggle.  Besides,  they  were  also  afraid  of  tbcir  allies^ 
lest  they  should  be  encouraged  by  their  reverses  to  revolt  on 
a  larger  scale ;  and  they  repented  not  having  come  to  an  ar- 
ran^ment,  when  they  had  a  fine  opportunity,  after  the  events 
at  Pylus.  The  Lacedsemonians,  on  the  other  hand,  wished 
for  pea^,  because  they  found  protxacted  beyond  th^  expectar 
tion  those  hostilities  by  which  they  imagmed  that  in  a  few 
years  they  should  reduce  the  power  of  the  Athenians,  if  they 
ravaged  their  land ;  and  because  they  had  met  with  the  dis- 
aster on  the  island — such  as  had  never  yet  be&lkn  6parta: 
and  in  consequence  of  their  country  being  plundered  from 
P^lus  and  Cythera ;  while  their  Helots  al^  were  deserting, 
and  there  was  a  constant  apprehension  lest  even  those  that  re- 
mained in  the  country,  trusting  in  the  support  of  those  who 
were  oi^  of  it,  should,  on  the  strength  of  Uie  present  state  of 
things,  adopt  some  revolutionary  designs  against  them,  as  on 
a  former  occamon.  It  happened,  too,  that  their  thirty  yeara^ 
truce  with  the  Argives  was  on  the  point  oi  expiring,  and  the 
Aigives  would  not  renew  it,  unless  the  Cynurian  territory 
were  restored  to  them;  so  that  it  appeared  impossible  for 
them  to  carry  on  war  at  once  with  tne  Argives  and  Athe- 
nians.   Besides,  they  suspected  that  some  of  Uie  states  in  the 
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Pel(^)Oiin€06  would  revolt  from  them  to  the  Aigivea;  as  was 
really  the  case. 

15.  On  these  considerations  both  parties  thought  it  best  to 
conclude  the  arrangement ;  and  pardeularly  the  Lacediennmi- 
ans,  through  the  desire  of  recovering  thdr  men  taken  in  the 
island ;  for  those  of  them  who  w^^  Spartans  were  of  the 
highest  rank,'  and  comiected  with  themselves  in  the  same 
way.  They  began  therefore  to  negotiate  inmiediately  after 
their  capture ;  but  the  Athenians  l^ing  so  successful,  wouki 
not  yet  make  peace  on  &ir  terms.  When,  however,  they  had 
been  defeated  at  Deiium,  immediately  the  Laeedsmcmians, 
finding  that  they  would  now  be  more  ready  to  accept  their 
proposals,  concluded  the  anmstice  for  a  year,  during  which  they 
shoukl  meet  together,  and  consult  respecting  a  treaty  fi>r  a 
longer  period. 

16.  And  when,  moreover,  the  defeat  at  Amphipolis  had  be- 
Men  the  Athenians,  and  Gleon  and  Brasidas  were  dead,  who 
on  each  side  were  most  exposed  to  the  cause  of  peace — ^the 
one,  because  he  was  successful  and  honored  in  consequence 
of  the  war ;  the  other,  because  he  thought,  that  if  tran<|uillibr 
were  secured  he  would  be  more  easily  detected  in  his  evil 
practices,  and  less  believed  in  his  calumniations— then  the  in- 
dividuals who  in  either  country  were  most  desirous  of  taking 
the  lead,  namely,  Pleistanax  son  of  Pausanias,  king  of  the 
Lacedfemonians,  and  Nlcias  son  of  Niceratus,  who  <^  all  his 
cotemporaries  was  most  generally  successful  in  his  military 
commands,  were  much  more  anxious  for  peace  than  ever. 
Nicias  was  so,  because  he  wished,  while  he  had  met  with  no 
disaster,  and  was  in  hi^  repute,  permanently  to  secure  his  good 
fortune ;  and  both  at  present  to  obtain  a  recite  from  troubles 
himself  and  give  his  countrymen  the  same,  and  to  hand  down 
to  futurity  a  name  for  havii^  continued  to  the  end  without 
subiecting  the  state  to  any  disaster;  and  he  thou^t  that 
su^  a  result  is  secured  by  freedom  from  danger,  and  by  a 
man's  committing  himself  as  little  as  possible  to  fortune,  and 
that  such  freedom  from  danger  is  afforded  by  peace.  Pleisto- 
anax,  on  the  other  hand,  to^  the  same  view,  because  he  was 

^  *Oftoi<aC']  The  meaning  of  this  word  is  considered  very  doubtful ;  but 
to  me  it  appears  to  signify,  that  as  the  prisoners  were  men  of  ttte  highest 
rank  (or  whatever  the  dignity  might  be  which  was  intended  by  the  word 
irpuToijf  so  they  were  connected  with  those  among  themselves  who  were 
of  the  same  rank. 
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oalumniBted  by  his  enemiet  on  the  subject  of  his  testorstioi), 
and  was  continuallj  being  brought  forward  by  them  as  the 
object  of  leHgious  scmple  oa  the  part  of  the  Laoedamonians, 
whenever  they  met  with  any  defeat ;  as  tiiough  it  were  owing 
to  his  illegal  resUuration  that  these  things  Mell  them.  For 
they  char^  him  with  hanring,  in  concert  with  AristoeleS)  his 
l»other,  preyailed  on  the  pn^hetess  at  Ddf^  to  gire  the  fol- 
lowing charge  to  such  Lacedaemomans  as  w«Dt,  during  a  long 
period,  to  considt  the  oracle;  '^that  they  riiotdd  bring  back 
the  seed  of  the  d«migod  son  of  Jitter  from  &  foreign  land  to 
his  own ;  else  they  would  plow  with  a  silver  shne."^  And 
so  th^  said  that  in  the  course  of  time^  when  he  had  gone  as 
an  exile  to  Lyc»um  (in  consequ^tce  of  his  fmner  return  from 
Attica,  which  was  thought  to  bai^e  been  ^flfeeted  by  bribery), 
and  had  then,  through  fear  of  the  Lacedaemonians,  half  nis 
house  within  the  san<^uary  of  Jupiter,  he  induced  them,  in  the 
nineteentii  year  of  his  exile,  to  restive  him  with  ^  same 
dances  and  sacrifices  as  when  they  iqypointed  their  kings  on 
first  settling  in  Laoedaemon. 
17  /27.  Being  annoyed  therefore  by  this  calunmy,  and  blinking 
that  in  time  of  peace,  when  no  reverse  was  experienced,  and 
when,  moreover,  the  Lacedaemonians  were  recovering  their 
men  from  the  island,  he  too  should  give  his  enemies  no  handle 
against  him ;  whereas,  as  long  as  there  was  war,  the  leading 
men  must  always  be  exposed  to  accusations  from  the  oocnrr^ice 
of  disasters ;  he  was  ardently  desirous  of  the  pacification.  And 
so  during  this  winter  they  were  meeting  in  conference ;  and 
when  it  was  now  close  upon  i^xring,  the  terrors  of  an  arma- 
ment,' for  which  orders  were  sent  round  to  the  different  states, 
as  though  ior  the  purpose  of  building  forts,  were  held  forth  by 
the  Lac^aemonians,  that  the  Athenians  might  the  m^e  readily 
listen  to  them.  And  when,  after  these  conferences  had  been 
held,  and  they  had  uiged  many  claims  against  each  other,  it 
was  agreed  that  they  should  make  peace  on  restoring  what 
they  had  respectively  taken  dnrmg  the  war ;  but  that  the 
Athenians  should  ke^  Nisna ;  ^  on  their  demanding  back 

'  <  e.,  that  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  provisions,  they  would  have  to  buy 
them  as  deariy  as  though  ^&  hnplementB  used  in  raisiiig  them  had  been 
made  of  silver. 

>  Literally,  '^an  armament  was  shaken  on  high  before  them ;"  i.  «^ 
held  ^  in  terrorem'*  over  their  heads;  like  a  weapon  brandidied  in  a 
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Plataea^  the  Thebans  ssid  that  it  was  not  by  force  that  they 
held  the  place,  but  in  consequence  of  the  inhabitants  liiem- 
selves  having  surrendeKd  on  definite  tenns,  and  not  betrayed 
it  to  them ;  and  the  Athenians  maintiained  that  in  the  same 
way  had  Viey  got  possession  of  Nissea),  then  the  Lacedaemon- 
ians convened  their  allies ;  and  when  all  the  rest,  except  the 
Boaotians,  Corinthians,  Keans,  and  Megareans,  who  were  dis^ 
pleased  with  what  was  being  done,  had  voted  for  patting  an 
end  to  liie  war,  they  concluded  the  arrangement,  and  made  a 
treaty  and  bound  themselves  by  oaths  to  ^e  Athenians,  and 
they  to  them,  to  the  following  effect: 

18.  1st,  ^^The  Athenians  and  Lacedaemonians,  with  tiieir 
allies,  made'  a  treaty  on  the  following  terms,  and  swore  to 
observe  it,  state  by  state.  With  regard  to  the  temples  com- 
mon to  the  nation,  that  whoever  wishes  shidl  sacrifice,  and  go 
for  that  purpose,  and  consult  the  oracle,^  and  attend  the  games^ 
according  to  the  custom  of  his  Others,  whether  proceeding 
by  sea  or  land,  without  fear. 

2d,  ^*  That  the  temple  and  shrine  of  Apollo  at  Delphi,  and 
the  Delphians,  shall  be  independent,  self-taxed,  and  self-judged, 
as  regards  both  th^nselves  and  their  territ<»y,  according  to 
their  hereditary  usage. 

3d,  "  That  the  treaty  shall  be  in  force  fifty  years  between 
the  Athenians  and  their  allies,  and  the  Lacedaemonians  and 
theirs,  without  guile  or  wrong,  by  land  and  by  sea. 

4th,  ''That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  take  the  fiekl  for  the 
purpose  of  inflicting  injury,  eiUier  for  the  Lacedaemonians  and 
their  allies  against  the  Athenians  and  tiieir  allies,  or  for  the 
Athenians  and  their  allies  against  the  Lacedaemonians  and  their 
allies,  by  any  means  whatever.  Bnt  should  any  dilute  arise 
between  them,  they  must  have  recourse  to  justice  and  oaths,  in 
whatever  way  they  may  arrange. 

5th,  "'  That  the  Lacedaemonians  and  their  alties  shall  restore 
Amphipolis  to  the  Athenians.  That  of  all  the  cities,  however, 
which  the  Lacedaemonians  may  restore  to  the  Athenians,  the 
inhabitants  shall  be  allowed  to  depart  wherever  they  please, 

'  iiroiriaavTo.']  I  have  not  translated  this,  as  Hobbes  and  Bloomfield 
do.  as  thongh  it  had  the  f(»roe  of  a  perfect;  because  1  think  ^e  aorist 
was  purposely  used  in  such  passages  with  reference  to  those  who  would 
read  the  record  at  any  fatwrt  time ;  and  not  to  those  who  then  took  part 
in  making  the  treaty.  Compare  the  use  of  the  same  tense  for  the  same 
reason  in  the  first  line  of  the  history,  ^vveypafe  rdv  nb^tfiov. 
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themeelves  mid  their  iNx^oerty  with  them ;  and  the  cities  shal' 
be  independent,  only  paying  the  tribute  tliat  was  paid  in  the 
time  of  Aristides.  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  Athen- 
ians, or  their  allies,  to*take  the  field  against  them  for  their 
injury,  after  the  treaty  has  been  ocmcluded.  The  cities  re- 
ferred to  are  Argilus,  Stagirus,  Acanthus,  Scolus,  Olynthus, 
and  Spartolus.  That  these  shall  be  oonadered  as  jdlies  to 
neil^er  party,  neither  the  LacedaranoniaDS  nor  the  Athenians ; 
but  if  tbe  Athenians  gain  the  consent  of  the  cities,  then  it 
i^all  be  lawftil  for  them  to  mi&e  them  their  allies,  with 
their  own  free  will.  That  the  Mecybemaeans,  Samaeans,  and 
Sii^aeans  shall  inhabit  their  own  cities,  like  the  Olynthians 
and  Acanthians ;  but  that  the  Lacedaemonians  and  their  allies 
shall  restore  Panactum  to  the  Athenians. 

6th,  ^^That  the  Athenians,  also,  ^^dl  restore  to  the  Lace^ 
dsemonians  Coryphasium,  C^rthera,  Methone,  Pteieum,  and 
Atfdanta,  and  all  the  Lacedaemonians  that  are  in  prison 
at  Athens,  or  any  where  else  in  all  the  Athenian  dominions ; 
and  shall  release  those  of  the  Peloponnesians  who  are  being 
besieged  in  Scione ;  and  all  cithers  in  that  place  who  are  allies 
of  the  LacedaBmcmians ;  and  whoever  among  the  allies  of  the 
Lacedaemonians  is  in  prison  at  Athens,  or  any  where  else  in 
the  Athenian  dominions. 

7&,  ^That  the  Lacedaemonians  too,  and  their  allies,  shall 
in  the  same  way  re^xne  whomever  of  the  Athenians  and  their 
allies  they  may  have  in  their  hands. 

8tii,  ^  That  in  the  case  of  the  Scionaeims,  Toronaeans,  and 
Sermylians,  and  whatever  other  city  the  Athenians  have  pos- 
session of,  respecting  these  aad  the  rest  they  shall  adopt  such 
m^ttwres  as  they  jdease. 

9th,  ^That  toe  Athenians  sbidl  take  the  oaths  to  the  Lace- 
daemonians and  their  allies,  state  by  state;  and  that  every 
man  shall  swear  by  the  most  landing  oath  of  his  country,  ac- 
c(»dii^  to  his  respective  state.  That  the  oath  must  be  to  this 
eSooi:  ^1  will  alnde  by  these  arrangements  and  articles  <^the 
ti«aty,  honestly  and  without  guile.'  That  in  the  same  way  an 
oath  shall  be  taken  by  llie  Lacedaemonians  and  their  allies  to 
the  Athenians ;  and  that  on  both  sides  the  oath  shall  be  re- 
newed yearly.  That  the  contracting  parties  shall  erect  pillars 
at  Olympia,  Pythia,  the  Isthmus,  at  Athens  in  the  citadel,  and 
at  Lacedaemon  in  the  temple*  of  Apollo  at  Amyclse.     That 

'  "  The  temple  of  Apollo  at  Amjcisd  might  as  well  be  called  at  Sparta, 
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if  they  forget  any  thing,  whatever  it  may  be,  and  on  whatever 
point,  it  shall  be  consistent  with  their  oaths  hr  both  parties, 
Athenians  and  Liacedaemonia&s,  by  means  of  fidr  disensaion, 
to  change  it  in  such  manner  as  they  please. 

19.  ^The  treaty  commences  frcHn  the  ephoralty  of  Pleisto- 
las,  on  the  27th  of  the  month  Artemisium,  and  from  the  aiehon- 
ship  of  Alcasns  at  Athens,  on  the  25th  of  the  month  Elaphe- 
bobon.  Those  who  took  the  oaths  and  subscribed  the  treaty 
were  as  fellows :  on  the  side  of  the  LtaoediemomaoB  [Pl^to- 
anaz,  Agis],  I^eistolas,  Damagetus,  Ohionis,  Metagenes,  Acan- 
thus, Daithus,  Ischagoras,  Philocftiaridas,  Zeuxidas,  Antippus, 
Tellis,  AJcinidas,  Empedias,  Menas,  and  Laphilus:  on  the 
side  of  the  Athenians,  Lampon,  Isthmionicus,  Nidas,  Laches, 
Euthydemus,  Procles,  Fythodoms,  Himon,  Myrtihis,  Thnisy- 
cles,  Theogenes,  Anstocratee,  lolcins,  'nmocrates,  Leon,  Lama- 
chus,  and  Demosthenes." 

20.  This  treaty  was  concluded  at  the  end  of  Uie  winter, 
when  the  spring  was  commencing,  immediately  after  the  city- 
festival  of  Bacchus,  when  just  t^a  years  had  elapsed,  wi^ 
the  variation  of  a  few  days,^  since  the  invasion  of  Attica  was 
first  made,  and  this  war  commenced.  But  let  every  one 
regard  this  with  reference  to  the  periods  of  time,  and  not,  as 
placing  greater  confidence  in  such  a  view,  with  respect  to  the 
enumeration  of  the  public  officers  in  the  several  places,  or  of 
the  titles  derived  from  any  honorable  appointment  which 
serve  to  mark  past  events.  For  that  gives  no  definite  idea,  as 
to  who  were  in  the  commencement  of  their  office,  or  in  the 
middle  of  it,  or  whatever  part  it  might  be,  when  any  event 
occurred.  But  if  he  reckon  by  summers  and  wh^ars,  aa  I 
have  written  my  history,  he  will  find  that  while  each  of 
these  amounts  to  half  a  year,'  there  were  ten  smmn^B  and  as 
many  winters  included  in  this  first  war. 

21.  Now  the  Lacedaemonians  (for  it  fell  to  their  lot  to  be 
the  first  to  restore  what  they  held)  immediately  released  the 
men  who  were  prisoners  in  their  country;  and  sending  as 

as  the  temple  of  Juno  was  smd  to  be  at  Ar^os^  Thucyd.  IV.  133.  2, 
although  it  was  forty  stadia  distant  from  the  city,  Strabo,  VIII.  6.  2 ; 
Herod.  I  31.  4."-^AmolcL 

^  For  an  instance  of  irapa<^ip<j,  used  in  this  intransitive  sense,  like 
Siai^epa^  compare  Dionys.  HaL  Ant  1. 27,  p.  73,  Reiske,  rovnov  ^  yXdaca 
iXiyov  irapa(l>epei ;  as  quoted  in  Bloomfield's  note,  2d  edition. 

«  Literally,  "  having  the  virtue,  or  sum,  of  the  year  in  half  measure.^ 
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«mbas8adc»8  tatbe  comitries  Thraceward,  Iscliagoras,  Met^ 
and  Philodiaiidaay  commanded  Qearidas  to  restore  Amphi- 
poiis  to  the  Athenians,  and  the  rest  of  the  states  to  accept  the 
treaty,  as  it  had  heen  severally  arranged  for  them.  They, 
j»)weyer,  wotdd  not,  as  they  thought  it  not  favorable  to 
them ;  mat  did  Clearidas  restote  the  dty,  wishing  to  oblige  the 
Ohalcidiaos,  and  declaring  that  he  c<»ild  not  give  it  up  in  op- 
position to  them.  He,  however,  went  in  haste  to  Lacedsemon 
with  embassadors  from  that  place,  to  defi^  himseli;  if  Isdia- 
giNras  and  his  party  dionM  bring  any  chiffge  against  him  for 
not  obeying ;  and  at  the  saEoe  time  fixHn  a  wish  to  laiow 
whether  the  arrangement  mi^t  still  be  altered :  but  when  he 
foai»l  the  treaty  secured  being  seat  back  again  himsetf  by  the 
Lacedaemonians,  and  ordered  to  deliver  up  the  place,  if  possible, 
but  if  not,  to  bring  out  all  the  Pelop<mnenans  that  were  in  it, 
he  set  out  with  all  epeed. 

22.  Now  the  alhes  happened  themselves^  to  be  at  Lace- 
daemon,  and  Hioee  of  them  who  had  not  accepted  the  tr^nty 
were  commanded  by  the  Laceds^nonians  to  adopt  it  TheVi 
iM>wei^r,  ou  the  same  grounds  as  they  had  at  first  rejected  it^ 
refused  to  accept  it,  unless  they  made  a  more  equitable  one 
ilian  ^at  So  when  iheiy  did  not  listen  to  than,  they  sent 
them  away,  and  themselves  proceeded  to  conclude  an  alliance 
with  the  Athenians ;  thinking  that  tlie  Argives  (  since^  th^ 
refused,  on  Ampelidas  and  Kchas  going  to  them,  to  make  a 
fresh  treaty)  would  be  by  no  means  formidable  without  the 
support  of  tne  Athenians,  and  that  the  rest  of  the  Peloponnese 
would  be  Biost  disposed  to  remain  quiet ;  whereas  they  would 
have  gone  over  to  the  Athenians,  if  tiiey  had  had  the  power. 
Embassadors,  theri^[>re,  having  come  from  the  AUienians,  and 
a  confereace  having  been  held,  they  came  to  an  agreement, 
and  oaths  were  taken,  and  this  alliance  concluded,  on  the  fol- 
lowing terms  z 

23.  ^^  The  Lacedaemonians  shall  be  allies  of  the  Atibenians 
for  fifty  years. 

1  Arm^d  translates  airoi,  **  of  their  own  accord;**  bat  Poppo  remarks, 
with  troth,  that  this  is  in  opposition  to  the  statement  that  they  had  been 
summoned  by  the  Lacedaemonians,  ch.  17.  2,  and  27.  1.  He  supposes, 
therefore,  that  it  means  "  the  allies,  as  well  as  Clearidas." 

2  For  instances  of  the  aorist,  or  the  present,  thus  used  after  <}>uvaij 
Poppo  refers  to  Xen.  Anab.  iv.  5.  15,  and  HeL  v.  i.  32.  Respecting  the 
anacoluthon  also  in  the  following  sentence,  see  his  note,  and  that  of  Ar- 
nold. 
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2d,  ''That  should  tmy  oome  as  enmiids  against  iho  tenitory 
of  the  LacedsemoniaDS,  and  do  them  injury,  the  Athenians 
shall  assist  them  in  rach  manner  as  they  can  most  efficiently, 
to  the  utmost  of  their  power.  That  should  they  have  ravaged 
the  land  and  departed,  that  state  shall  be  considered  as  hostile 
to  the  Lacednmonians  and  Athenians,  and  be  punished  by 
both  of  them ;  and  that  both  states  shall  make  peace  at  the 
same  time.  That  these  conditions  shall  be  obsen^  honestly, 
heartily,  imd  sincerely. 

3rd,  ^That,  again,  should  any  come  as  enemies  against  the 
country  of  the  Athenians,  and  injure  them,  the  Lacedaemonians 
shall  assist  them  in  whatever  manner  they  can  most  efficiently, 
to  the  utmost  of  their  power.  That  should  they  have  ravaged 
the  land  and  departed,  that  state  shall  be  consid^md  as  horale 
to  the  Laoedttmonians  and  Athenians,  and  punished  by  both  ci 
them ;  and  that  both  states  shall  make  peace  at  the  same  time. 
That  these  conditioDs  shall  be  observed  bcuiestly,  heartily,  and 
sincerely* 

4th,  ^^That  should  the  slave  population  rise  up  against 
^em,  the  Athenians  shall  assist  tbe  LacedsBmonians  wiSi  all 
their  might,  acccmling  to  their  ability. 

5th,  '^That  these  articles  shali  be  sworn  to  by  the  same  per- 
sons as  swore  to  the  other  treaty,  <m  both  sides.  Thattney 
i^iall  be  renewed  every  year,  by  the  Lacedaemonians  going  to 
Athens  at  the  Dionyuan  festival,  and  by  the  Athenians  going 
to  Lacedaemon  at  the  Hyacinthian.  That  they  shall  each  erect 
a  ]»llar,  that  at  Lacedaemon  near  the  statue  of  Apollo  in  tho 
Amyclseum,  and  that  at  Athens  in  the  citadel,  near  the  statue 
of  Minerva.  That  should  the  Lacedaemonians  and  Athenians 
choose  to  add  to,  or  take  away  £x>m,  these  terms  of  alliance, 
whatever  they  please  so  to  do  shall  be  consistent  with  the  oaths 
of  both  parties.'' 

24.  llie  oath  was  sworn  by  the  following  on  the  side  of  the 
Lacedaemonians:  Pleistoanax,  Agis,  Pldstolas,  Bamagetus, 
Chionis,  Metagenes,  Acanthus,  Daithus,  Ischagoras,  Pbilo- 
charidas,  Zeuxidas,  Antippus,  Tellis,  Alcinadas,  iknpedias, 
Menas,  and  Laphilus :  and  on  the  side  of  the  Athenians,  by 
Lampon,  Isthmionicus,  Nicias,  Laches,  Euthydemus,  Procles, 
Pythodorus,  Hagnon,  Myrtilus,  Thrasycles,  Theogenes,  Aris- 
tocrates,  lolcius,  Timocrates,  Leon,  Lamachus,  and  De* 
mosthenes. 
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This  alliance  was  ^ilerad  into  not  long  after  tiie  treaty,  and 
the  Athenians  restored  to  the  LacedseuKmians  the  men  taken 
from  the  island ;  and  thns  began  the  summer  of  the  eleventh 
year.  During  these  ten  years,  then,  the  first  war  was  ear- 
ned on  continuously,  and  such  is  the  history  <^  it. 

25.  After  the  treaty,  and  the  alliaace  betwe^  the  Lacedae- 
monians and  Athenians,  which  were  concluded  at  the  end  of 
the  ten  years'  war,  in  the  ephoralty  of  Pleistolas  at  Laced»- 
mon,  and  the  archonship  of  Alcseus  at  Athens,  those  who  had 

.acceded  to  them  were  at  peace;  but  the  CormthiaDs,  and 
some  of  the  states  in  the  Peloponnese,  were  tiying  to  alter 
what  had  been  done;  and  another  disturbance  immediately 
arose  on  t^e  part  of  the  allies  against  Lacediemon.  Moreover, 
the  Lacedaemonians,  as  time  went  on,  beoame  suspected  by  the 
Athenians  also,  tlirough  not  performing  in  some  re^>ects  what 
had  been  agreed  on,  according  to  the  treaty.  And  though 
for  six  years  and  ten  mcmths  they  abstiaaed  horn  marching 
against  each  other's  territory,  yet  out  of  it,  during  the  exist- 
ence of  a  doubtful  suspension  of  arms,  they  were  doing  one 
anothar  the  greatest  pos^ble  dami^  Subsequently,  now- 
ever,  they  were  compelled  to  break  tiie  treaty  ecmduded  after 
the  ten  years'  war,  and  again  proceeded  to  open  hostilities. 

26.  And  the  same  Thucydides  the  Athenian  has  also  written 
the  history  of  these  transactions  in  order,  as  they  severally 
happened,  by  sinnmers  and  winters,  until  the  Laeedsemonians 
and  their  allies  put  an  end  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  Athenians, 
and  took  t^e  long  walls  and  Piraeus.  To  the  time  of  that  ev^t 
there  were  i^nt  in  the  war  seven-and-twenty  years  in  all.  With 
regard  to  the  intervening  arrang^nent,  if  any  one  shall  object 
to  consider  it  as  a  state  of  war,  he  will  not  estimate  it  rightly. 
For  let  him^  r^ard  it  as  it  is  characteriaed  by  tbe  &ct8  of 
the  case,  and  he  will  find  that  there  is  no  reason  fi>r  its  being 
deenaed  a  state  of  peace ;  since  during  it  they  neither  gave 

1  On  this  use  of  dcnpriraiy  see  Poppo  or  Bloomfield.  With  regard  to 
the  re  in  this  clause,  it  is  the  opinion  of  GrfiUer  that  it  refers  to  koX  before 
eipijaei ;  but  Poppo  observes,  in  opposition  to  this,  that  the  imperative 
ddpeiTu  has  a  conditional  force,  as  it  frequently  has  in  Greek,  Latin,  Ger- 
man, and  French:  "si  quis  spectaverit,  inveniet;"  and  therefore  that  re 
has  no  force.  Arnold  and  Bloomfield  consider  that  it  is  answered  by  ^^b 
re  TovTGiv.  "  First  of  all,  the  treaty  was  in  itself  practically  ineflBcient, 
inasmuch  as  its  very  stipulations  were  not  all  AilfiUed ;  and  then  there 
were  mutual  causes  of  complaint  with  respect  to  other  matters,  of  which 
the  treaty  had  made  no  mention." 
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nor  received  back  all  they  had  arranged  to  do ;  and  besides, 
this,  there  were  offenses  committed  cm  both  sides,  as  in  the 
case  of  ihe  Mantinean  and  E^idaorian  wars,  and  other  in- 
stances; and  the  Tliraceward  allies  were  in  no  respect  less 
at  war  than  bef<ve ;  while  the  Boeotians  had  onl j  a  truce  from 
one  ten  days  to  another.  Including,  therefore,  the  first  war 
often  years,  the  suspicions  cessation  of  hostilities  which  fol- 
lowed it,  and  the  sul^equent  war  which  succeeded  to  that,  any 
one  will  find  that  the  number  of  years  was  what  I  have  men- 
tioned (reckoning  by  the  great  divisions  of  time),  with  only 
a  few  days'  difference;  and  that  such  as  positivdy  asserted 
any  thing  on  the  strength  of  oracles,  found  this  the  only  &ct 
which  proved  true.  At  least  I,  for  my  own  part,  remanber 
that  all  along,  both  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  and  till  it  was 
brought  to  a  condunon,  it  was  alleged  by  many  that  it  was  to 
last  dirice  nine  years.  And  I  lived  on  liirough  the  whole  of 
it,  being  of  an  age  to  comprehend  events,  and  paying  atten- 
tion, in  order  to  gidn  accurate  knowledge  on  each  point  It  was 
idso  my  lot  to  be  banished  my  country  twenty  years  after  my 
command  at  An^)hipoli8;  and  thus,  by  being  present  at  the 
transactions  of  either  party,  and  especially  of  the  Peloponnesians, 
in  consequence  of  my  banishment,  to  gain  at  my  leisure  a  more 
perfect  acquaintance  with  each  of  them.  The  difference,  then, 
which  arose  after  the  ten  years,  and  the  breaking  up  of  the  treaty, 
and  the  subsequent  course  of  hostilities,  I  will  now  relate. 

21.  When,  then,  the  fifty  years'  treaty  had  been  concluded, 
and  ihe  alliance  afterward,  the  embassies  from  the  Pelopon- 
nese,  which  had'  been  summoned  for  that  business,  returned 
ftom  Lacedaemon.-  Accordin^y  the  rest  went  home ;  but  the 
Oorinthiang  repaired  to  Argos,  and  in  the  first  place  held 
communications  with  some  of  the  Argives  who  were  in  o£Sce, 
to  the  ^ect  that,  since  the  Lacedaemonians,  not  for  the  good, 
but  for  the  subjugation  of  the  Pelc^onnese,  had  ent^^  into 
treaty  and  alliance  with  the  Athenians,  who  were  betbre  their 
bitterest  enenaies ;  the  Argives  ought  to  consider  how  the  Pe- 
loponnese  might  be  preserved ;  and  to  pass  a  decree,  that  any 
city  of  the  Greeks  that  wished,  being  independent,  and  giving 

i  al  ^fifiaxiai."]  Poppo  remarks,  in  his  note  on  48. 1,  on  this  use  of  tho 
plural  noun  with  reference  to  a  single  alliance ;  but  does  not  offer  any 
explanation  of  it  Probably  it  arises  from  the  separate  ratification  of  tho 
alliance  bj  each  of  the  two  states;  so  that  it  may  be  regarded  as  a  two- 
fold transaction. 
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judicial  satisfactioii  for  wrongs,  on  fiur  and  equal  terms^  might 
*  enter  into  alliance  with  the  Argives,  on  condition  of  ddbnding 
each  other's  country :  and  that  they  should  a{^int  a  few  per^- 
sons  as  commissioners  with  full  powers,  instead  of  the  discus- 
sion of  the  measure  being  held  before  the  pec^le;  in  order 
that  those  might  not  be  known  who  had  fitiiled  to  persuade  the 
multitude.  And  they  asserted  that  many  wocdd  come  over  to 
them  for  liatred  of  the  Lacedsemonians.  The  Corinthians  then, 
having  suggested  these  things,  returned  home. 

28.  When  those  of  the  Argives  who  heard  their  proposals 
had  reported  them  to  the  government  and  the  people,  the 
Argives  passed  the  decree,  and  chose  twelve  men,  with  whom 
any  one  of  the  Greeks  who  wished  should  conclude  an  alliance^ 
except  the  Athenians  and  Lacedaemonians,  neither  of  whom 
should  have  liberty  to  enter  into  treaty  without  the  consent  <^ 
the  Argive  people.  The  Argives  acceded  the  more  readily  to 
these  propi^als,  because  they  saw  that  they  should  have  the 
war  with  the -Lacedaemonians,  (for  their  treaty  with  them  was 
on  the  point  of  expiring),  and  also  because  they  hoped  to 
gain  the  supremacy  of  Sie  Peloponnese.  For  at  that  time 
Lacedaemon  was  in  very  bad  repute,  and  was  despised  in  con-*> 
sequence  of  its  misfortunes ;  while  the  Aigives  were  in  an 
excellent  condition  in  all  respects,  as  they  I^  taken  no  purt 
in  the  war  against  Athens,  but  had  rather  reaped  the  good 
fruits  of  having  been  in  treaty  with  both  sides.  Thus,  Sien, 
the  Argives  were  admitting  into  alliance  such  of  the  Greeks 
as  wished  it. 

29.  The  Mantineans  and  their  allies  were  the  first  to,  join 
them,  through  fear  of  the  Lacedaemonians.  For  a  certain 
part  of  Arcadia  had  been  reduced  to  subjection  by  the  Man- 
tineans, while  the  war  with  the  Athenians  was  still  going  on ; 
and  they  thought  that  the  Lacedaemonians  would  not  allow 
their  sovereignty  over  it,  since  they  had  no w  leisure '  to  in- 
terfere ;  so  that  they  gladly  turned  to  the  Argives,  consider- 
ing them  to  be  a  powerful  state,  and  one  which  was  always  at 
variance  with  the  Lacedaemonians,  and  imder  a  democratical 
government  like  themselves.  When  the  Mantineans  had  re- 
volted, the  rest  of  the  Peloponnese  also  was  thrown  into 
commotion,  with  the  idea  that  they  too  ought  to  do  the  same ; 

'  The  forcQ  of  the  kcU  before  cxok^v  appears  to  be,  "leisure,  as  well 
as  inclination." 
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as  thejr  th(»ight  that  they  had  cbasged  sides  through  lauming 
more  th«i  the  rest.  At  the  same  time  they  were  angry  with 
the  Laoedranonians,  both  on  other  grounds,  and  because  it  had 
been  mentioned  in  the  treaty  with  Athais,  that  it  should  be 
ccmsistent  with  their  oaths  to  add  to  it,  or  take  from  it,  whatever 
might  seem  fit  to  both  states,  the  Lacedaemonians  and  Athenians. 
For  it  was  ihia  clause,  above  all,,  that  caused  the  excitement  in 
the  Peloponnese,  and  set  them  on  suspecting  that  the  Laoedse- 
monians,  in  concert  with  the  Athenians,  might  wish  to  reduce 
them  to  slavery :  £dr  it  was  only  just,  they  thought,  that  the 
alteration  should  have  been  referred  to  all  the  alHes.  The 
majority  therefore,  through  fear^  were  eager  to  conclude  the 
allumce  with  the  Argives  on  their  own  pai^  respectively,  as  the 
Mantineans  had  done. 

SO.  When  the  Lacedaemonians  perc^ved  this  commotion 
which  had  arisen  in  the  Peloponnese,  and  that  the  Connthians 
were  the  advisers  of  it,  and  were  themselves  about .  to  enter 
into  treaty  with  Aigos,  they  sent  embassadors  to  Corinth, 
WishiBg  to  prevent  what  was  going  to  happen.  They  charged 
them  there^L^re  with  suggesting  the  whole  business;  and 
said  that  if  ^j  withdrew  from  them,  and  became  allies  of 
the  Argives,  they  would  violate  their  oaths ;  and  that  they 
were  already  doing  wrong  in  not  accepting  the  treaty  with 
the  Athenians,  when  it  had  been  declared,  that  whatever  the 
majority  of  the  allies  decreed  should  be  binding,  unless  there 
were  some  impediment  on  the  part  of  gods  or  heroes.  The 
Corinthians,  in  the  presence  of  all  the  allies  who,  like  them- 
selves, had  not  acceded  to  the  treaty  (for  ihey  had  themselves 
previously  invited  them  thither),  ^>oke  in  reply  to  the  Lace- 
damionians ;  not  indeed  directly  stating  the  injuries  they  had 
received,  namely,  that  they  had  not  recovered  SoUium  from  the 
Athenians,  nor  Anactorium — ^with  any  other  point  on  which 
they  considered  themselves  to  be  aggrieved ;  but  u^ing  as  a 
pretext  their  determinaticm  not  to  betray  the.  Tnracewaid 
Greeks ;  for  they  had  taken  oaths  to  them,  both  by  themselves, 
when  in  the  first  instance  they  revolted,  in  concert  with  the  Po- 
tidseans,  and  others  afterward.  They  were  not  then,  they  said, 
vidating  their  oaths  to  the  allies  by  refusing  to  accede  to  the 
treaty  with  the  Athenians ;  for  since  they  had  sworn  to  their 
Thrace  ward  fii^ids,  witk  appeals  to  the  gods,  they  shoukl  not 
•how  a  proper  regard  for  their  oaths^  if  they  betrayed  them. 
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Besides,  it  had  been  expresdj  mentioiied,  ^  imkss  there  were 
some  impediment  on  the  part  of  gods  or  heroes  f  tJiis,  then, 
they  considered  an  impediment  on  the  part  of  the  gods.  Thus 
much  they  said  on  the  subject  of  their  former  oaths :  with  re- 
gard to  the  Argive  alliance,  they  would  consult  with  their 
friends,  and  do  whatever  was  right  So  the  envoys  of  the 
Lacedaemonians  returned  home.  But  there  happened  to  be  in 
Corinth  at  that  time  some  embassadors  from  the  Argives  also, 
who  urged  the  Corinthians  to  enter  at  onoe  into  their  confeder- 
acy, and  not  delay.  They  however,  told  them  to  come  to  the 
next  congress  which  was  to  be  held  in  thmr  city. 

31.  Immediately  after,  there  came  also  an  embassy  from  the 
Eleans,  who  concluded  an  alliance  with  the  Corinthians  in  the 
iSrst  place,  and  then  proceeded  thence  to  Argos,  as  they  had  been 
previously  instructed,  and  became  allies  c^  the  Argives.  For 
they  were  at  variance  with  the  Lacedaemonians  just  then  about 
Lepreum.  For  a  war  having  before  this  arisen  between  the 
Lepreans  and  some  of  the  Arcadians,  and  the  Eleans  having 
been  invited  to  alli^ice  by  the  Lepreans,  on  condition  of  re- 
ceiving half  their  territory,  and  having  brought  the  war  to  a 
conclusion,  the  Eleans  imposed  on  the  Lepreans,  who  were 
themselves  allowed  to  occupy  the  territory,  the  payment  of  a 
talent  to  the  Olympian  Jupiter.  This  they  continued  to  pay 
till  the  Attic  War  broke  out ;  when,  on  their  ceasing  to  do  so  on 
the  pretext  of  the  war,  the  Eleans  proceeded  to  compel  them ; 
on  which  they  had  recourse  to  the  Laoedsemonians.  When  the 
case  was  thus  sulmiitted  to  the  arbitration  of  the  Lacedaemo- 
nians, the  Eleans,  suspecting  that  they  should  not  have  justice, 
renounced  the  reference,  and  laid  waste  the  Leprean  territory. 
The  Lacedaemonians  nevertheless  decided  that  the  Lepreans 
were  independent,  and  that  the  Eleans  were  acting  with  in- 
justice ;  and  inasmuch  as  they  had  not  stood  by  the  arbitration, 
they  sent  into  Lepreum  a  garrison  of  heavy-armed  troops.  So 
the  Eleans,  considering  the  Lacedaemonians  to  be  receiving  a 
city  which  had  revolted  from  them,  and  alleging  the  agree- 
ment in  which  it  had  been  declared,  that  whatever  each  party 
had  when  they  entered  on  the  Attic  war,  that  they  should  also 
have  when  they  retired  from  it ;  since  they  considered  that  they 
had  not  their  due,  they  went  over  to  the  Argives ;  and  thus  they 
too,'  as  they  had  been  previously  instructed,  concluded  the 

*  Koddnep  irpoelptfTo,]  I  do  not  think  that  this  expression  can  signify, 
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alliance.  Immediately  after  them  the  Corinthians  and  Thrace- 
waixl  Chalcidians  also  entered  into  alliance  with  the  Argives ; 
but  the  Boeotians  and  Megareans,  holding  each  the  same  lan- 
guage as  the  other,  remained  quiet ;  being  neglected*  by  the 

accoTding  to  Bloomfield*s  translation  of  it,  which  Poppo  approves,  "in  the 
manner  aforesaid ;"  i,  &,  by  communicating  with  the  twelve  Argive  com- 
miasiiMiers,  ch.  28.  Sor^y,  if  that  had  been  the  writer's  meaning,  he 
would  have  used  the  perfect  tenaey  not  the  pluperfect  Haack's  inter- 
pretation, tiierefore,  must  be  the  correct  one ,  "  as  had  been  previously 
ordered  by  their  countrymen."  And  in  sea  5,  where  the  same  words 
are  repeated  with  reference  to  the  Eleans,  they  may  either  refer  to  the 
decree  passed  by  the  state  at  large  for  its  own  course  of  policy ;  or  the 
whole  peo|^  may  be  said  to  have  joined  the  Argive  league,  though  it 
was  done  through  the  agency  of  its  embaseadors^  in  accordance  with  the 
commands  tkej  had  received  for  the  purpose. 

*  ireptop6fievoi.']  To  the  Interpretation  of  this  word  which  Arnold 
adopts  from  Bishop  ThirlwaH,  Poppo,  in  his  last  edition,  objects  that  there 
was  nothing  in  the  terms  of  the  peace  to  raise  sudi  a  feeling  in  the  minds 
of  the  Boeotians  and  Hegareana.  But  surely  they  might  share  the  jeal- 
ousy and  suspicion  which,  we  are  told,  were  excited  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  Peloponnese  by  the  clause  of  the  treaty  empowering  Sparta  and 
Athens  to  make  alterations  in  it  by  themselves,  without  the  consent  of 
the  allies  m  general  Chap.  29.  3.  At  any  rate,  such  a  clause  seems 
quite  incompatible  wiUi  the  supposition  of  the  Megareans  and  Boeotians 
having  been  treated  at  this  particular  time^  however  they  might  have 
been  in  general,  with  that  extreme  respect  and  attention  whidi  Po{^ 
speaks  ot,  and  which  GroUer  and  other  commentators  consider  to  be  ex- 
pressed by  neptopufievoi.  The  absence  of  fih  and  de,  which  one  would 
certainly  have  expected,  to  marie  the  opposition  between  the  two  clauses, 
may  in  some  measure  be  supi^ed  by  the  adversative  force  which  I  have 
given  to  the  Kai ;  that  conjunction  in  Attic  writers  sometimes  passing 
into  the  signification  of  Kahoi.  See  Jel?  Gr.  Gr.  759,  3.  This  d&aculty 
would  be  entirely  avoided,  and  a  very  appropriate  meaning  given  to  the 
whole  sentence,  if  7rsptop6/iEvoi  could  be  taken  in  the  sense  of  "  left  to 
themselves,  not  interfered  with,  permitted  to  do  what  they  pleased."  The 
verb  is  very  frequently  used  in  a  manner  closely  approadiing  to  this,  as 
well  as  the  cognate  ones  from  which  it  borrows  some  of  its  tenses ;  but 
in  such  cases  it  is  usually  followed  by  a  participle,  infinitive,  or  adjective, 
which  serves  to  limit  its  meaning  to  some  particular  case.  If,  however, 
it  should  be  thought  possible  for  it  to  have  been  here  used  without  such 
limitation,  it  would  give  a  very  good  reason  why  the  states  should  prefer 
the  Lacedsemonian  alliance  to  that  of  the  restless  and  meddling  Atheni- 
ans. It  would  also  express  an  important  difibrence  between  the  case  of 
the  Megareans  and  Boeotians  and  that  of  the  Eleans,  with  whose  policy 
toward  the  Lepreans  Sparta  is  mentioned  as  having  interfered ;  and  that 
of  the  Mantineans,  who  are  expressly  said  to  have  abandoned  their  con- 
nection with  her,  because  they  expected  similar  interference.  Ch.  29. 1, 
ivofu^ov  oi  irepiorlfeaOai  a^ug  TOt)f  AoKedaifWviovg  &pxsiP}  ineid^  Kai 
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Lacedaemonians,  and  yet  tiiinldng  that  the  demoettusy  of  the 
Argives  was  less  suited  to  them,  with  their  oHgairchical 
form  oi  government,  than  tiie  constitution  of  the  Ls^dsemo- 
nians. 

32.  About  the  3ame  period  of  this  summer,  the  Athenians, 
having  reduced  the  Scionaeans  to  surrender,  put  the  adult 
males  to  death ;  while  th^  sold  into  slavery  tl^  women  and 
ehildr^  and  gave  the  territory  for  the  Platseans  to  occupy. 
On  the  other  hand,  thev  brought  back  the  Delians  to  their 
country,  from  scruples  arising  from  their  disasters  in  different 
battles,  and  because  the  god  at  Delphi  had  so  commanded  them. 
At  this  time,  too,  the  Phocians  and  Locrians  commenced  hos- 
tilities. And  the  Ckninthians  and  Argives,  being  now  in  al- 
liance, went  to  Tegea,  to  procure  its  revolt  from  the  Lacedse- 
monians,  seeing  that  it  formed  a  considerable  part  of  the 
Peloponnese,  and  thinking  that,  if  it  were  added  to  them,  they 
would  command  the  whole  of  it.  Bnt  when  the  Tegeans  6ai5 
they  would  do  nothing  in  opposition  to  the  Lacedaemonians, 
the  Corinthians,  tiiough  hitherto  very  hearty  in  their  meas- 
ures, relaxed  in  their  vehemence,  and  wete  afraid  that  none 
of  the  other  parties  might  now  come  over  to  them.  They 
went,  however,  to  the  Boeotians,  arid  begged  them  to  enter 
into  alliance  with  themselves  and  the  Argives,  and  act  in  all 
other  respects  in  concert  with  them.  With  reference  to  the 
ten  days'  truces  also,  which  had  been  made  with  each  other 
by  the  Athenians  and  the  Boeotians  not  long  after  the  con- 
clusion of  the  fifty  years'  treaty,  the  Corinthians  desired  the 
Boeotians  to  accompany  them  to  Athens,  and  obtain  the  same 
for  them  also,  on  the  same  footing  as  Uie  Boeotians ;  and  in 
case  of  the  Athenians  not  accedmg  to  this,  then  to  renounce 
the  8u^)ension  of  arms,  and  in  future  to  make  no  truce  with- 
out being  joined  by  them.  On  the  Corinthians  preferring 
these  requests,  the  Boeotians  desired  them  to  desist  on  tiie 
subject  of  Hie  Argive  alliance:  they  went  with  them,  how- 
ever, to  Athens,  but  did  not  obtain  the  ten  days'  truce ;  as  the 
Athenians  answered,  that  they  were  already  in  treaty  with 
the  Corinthians,  inasmuch  as  they  were  allies  of  the  iJacedae- 
monians.  The  Boeotians,  then,  ^d  not  any  the  more  on  that 
account  renounce  their  ten  days'  truce,  though  the  Corinthians 
called  on  th^n  to  do  so,  and  expostulated  with  them  on  the 
ground  of  their  having  agreed  to  do  it  Between  the  Corinthians, 
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however,  and  the  Athenians  there  waa  a  suspeBsion  of  arms 
without  amy  actual  tnioe/ 

33.  The  same  summer,  the  Lacedaemonians  made  an  ex- 
pedition with  all  their  forces,  under  the  command  of  Plei»- 
toanax,  son  of  Pausaoias,  their  king,  into  the  country  of 
the  Parrhasians  in  Arcadia,  who  were  subject  to  the  li^nti- 
neans,  and  who  had  invited  their  interference  in  the  spirit  of 
&ction :  intending  also,  if  they  could,  to  demolish  the  strongs 
hold  at  Cypsela,  which,  being  situated  in  the  Paniiasian  terri- 
tory, the  Mantineans  had  Ibrtified  and  garrisoned  with  their  own 
troc^  for  the  annoyance  of  <he  district  of  Sciritis  in  Laconia. 
The  Lacedaemonians  therefore  proceeded  to  ravage  the  land  of 
the  Parrhasians;  while  the  Mantineans,  having  committed 
their  city  to  the  custody  of  Argive  troops,  themselves  kept 
guard  over  their  confederates'  country.  Being  unable,  how* 
ever,  to  save  the  fort  at  Cypsela,  and  the  towns  in  Parrhasia, 
they  retired.  The  Lacedaemonians,  a^r  making  the  Panha^ 
sians  independent,  and  demdiishing  the  fortress,  returned  home. 

34.  MoBeover,  in  the  course  c?  the  same  sunmi^,  on  the 
arrival  of  the  troops  from  Thrace  who  had  marched  out  with 
Braindaa,  and  whom  Clearidas  had  brought  back  after  the 
treaty  was  made,  the  Lacedaemonians  decr^  that  the  Helots 
who  had  fought  under  Brasidas  i^ould  be  free,  and  live  where 
they  pleased ;  and  not  long  after  they  settled  them,  together 
with  the  Neodamodes,'  at  Lepreum,  which  is  situated  on  the 
borders  of  Laconia  and  Ells ;  for  they  were  now  at  variance 
with  the  Means.  But  with  regard  to  those  of  their  own  body 
who  had  been  taken  in  the  island,  and  had  surrendered  their 
arms,  fearing  they  might  suppose  that  they  would  be  sub- 
jected to  some  degradation  in  consequence  of  their  misfortune, 
and  so,  if  allowed  to  retain  their  franchise,  might  attempt  a 
revolution,  they  disfranchised  them,  even  while  some  were  hold- 

*  **B7  uairov6oc  is  meant  a  mere  agreem^it  in  words,  not  ratified  by 
the  solemnities  of  religion.  And  the  Greeks,  as  we  have  seen,  consid- 
ered the  breach  of  their  word  very  different  from  the  breach  of  their 
oatb.    See  II.  5,  t."— ^moW. 

* ' "  That  the  Neodamodes  were  a  distinct  class  from  the  newly-enfran- 
chised Helota  seems  clear  from  this  passage  and  V.  d7.  1. ;  and  Miiller'a 
supposition  is  highly  probable  (Doner,  vol.  ii.  p.  45),  that  the  latter  after 
a  time  rose  to  the  condition  of  the  former ;  possibly  in  the  next  genera- 
tion ;  so  that  the  son  of  an  enfranchised  Helot  became  a  Neodamode ; 
like  the  distinetioa  between  Libertus  and  Libertinus.*'— ulmo^ei 
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ing  offices ;  and  with  a  disfrancbiseinent  of  i^ich  a  kind  that 
they  could  neither  take  office,  nor  have  power  to  buy  or  sell 
any  thing.  Subsequently,  however,  in  the  course  of  time,  they 
were  again  enftanchised. 

35.  The  same  summer  also  the  Dians  took  Thyssus  on  the 
promontory  of  Athos,  a  colony  of  the  Athenians.  And  during 
the  whole  of  this  sunmier  mere  was  intercourse  indeed  b^ 
tween  the  Athenians  and  Peloponnesians,  but  both  parties 
suspected  each  other,  from  immediately  after  the  conclusion 
of  the  treaty,  on  the  ground  of  their  not  mutually  restoring 
the  ]:^aces  specified.  For  the  Lacedaemonians,  to  whose  lot 
it  fell  first  to  restore  Amphipolis  and  the  other  towns,  had 
not  done  so :  nor  did  they  make  their  Thraceward  allies  ac- 
cede to  the  treaty,  nor  the  Boeotians,  nor  the  Corinthians; 
though  they  were  continually  sapng  that,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Athenians,  they  would  compel  those  states  to  do  so, 
if  they  would  not  of  their  own  accord.  They  also  pleaded  in 
excuse  the  fact  of  the  time  not  being  specified,  at  wbich  those 
who  did  not  accede  to  it  were  to  be  considered  as  enemies  to 
both  sides.  The  Athenians  therefore,  seeing  none  of  tbese 
things  really  performed,'  suspected  that  the  Lacedsemonians 
had  no  upright  intentions ;  so  that  on  their  demanding  back 
Pylus,  they  refused  to  restore  it  (nay,  they  even  repented  of 
having  given  them  back  their  prisoners  taken  in  the  island),  and 
kept  die  other  places,  waiting  till  they,  on  their  part,  performed 
for  them  what  had  been  arranged.  The  Laoedaemomans  said 
that  they  had  done  what  was  possible ;  for  that  they  had  re- 
stored the  Athenian  prisoners  who  were  in  their  hands,  and 
had  recalled  the  troops  in  Thrace ;  and  whatever  else  they  had 
in  their  power.  With  regard  to  Amphipolis,  they  were  not, 
they  said,  masters  of  it,  so  as  to  give  it  up ;  but  they  would 
endeavor  to  bring  the  Boeotians  and  Corinthians  over  to  the 
treaty,  and  to  recover  Panactum ;  and  would  restore  as  many 
of  the  Athenians  as  were  prisoners  in  Boeotia.  They  required, 
however,  that  they  should  restore  Pylus  to  them ;  or  if  not  that, 
should  withdraw  the  Messanians  and  Helots,  as  they,  on  their 
part,  had  withdrawn  their  troops  from  Thrace ;  and  that  the 
Athenians  themselves  should  garrison  it,  if  they  would.  So 
when  conferences  had  been  held,  many  and  often,  during  this  ^ 
summer,  they  prevailed  on  the  Athenians  to  withdraw  from 
Pylus  the  Messanians,  and  the  rest  of  the  Helots,  and  all  who 
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had  deserted  £rom  Laconia ;  and  they  settled  them  at  Granii  in 
Cephallenia.  During  this  summer,  then,  there  was  peace  and 
free  intercourse  witll  each  other. 

36.  But  the  following  winter  (different  ephors  happening 
now  to  be  in  office,  and  not  those  under  whom  the  treaty  had 
been  made,  and  some  of  them  being  even  opposed  to  it), 
when  embassies  had  come  from  their  confederacy,  and  the 
Athenians,  Boeotians,  and  Cc»rinthians  were  there,  and  they 
had  held  many  discussions  with  one  another,  and  come  to 
no  agreement;  on  their  departing  h<Mneward,  Oleobulus  and 
Xenares — ^those  of  the  eph<»s  who  most  wished  to  break 
up  the  treaty — ^held  a  pmrate  conference  with  the  Boeotians 
and  OorintfalaDt,  advising  them  to  pursue  as  &r  as  pos- 
siUe  the  same  policy ;  and  that  the  Boeotians,  after  first  en- 
tering into  alliance  with  Argos  themselves,  should  then  en- 
deavor to  bring  the  Argives  together  with  themselves  into 
alliance  with  the  Lacedsemonians.  For  in  this  way  the  Boeo- 
tians were  least  likely  to  be  forced  to  accede  to  the  Attic 
treaty;  since  the  LacedsBmonians  would  prefer  gaining  the 
friendship  and  alliance  of  the  Argives  even  at  the  risk  of'  the 
enmity  of  the  Athenians  and  the  dissolution  of  the  treaty. 
For  they  knew  that  the  Lacedaemonians  were  always  desirous 
that  Argos  should  be  their  friend  on  &ir  terms;  thinking  that 
so  the  war  out  of  the  Peloponnese  would  be  more  easily  con- 
ducted by  them.  They  begged  the  Boeotians,  however,  to  put 
Panactum  into  the  hands  of  the  Lacedaemonians ;  that  by  get- 
ting back  Pylus^  if  they  could,  in  exchange  for  it,  they  might 
more  easily  proceed  to  hostilities  with  the  Athenians. 

37.  The  Boeotians  and  Corinthians,  having  received  from 
Xenares  and  Oleobulus,  and  such  of  the  Lacedaemonians  as 
were  friendly  toward  them,'  these  instructions  to  carry  to 
their  govanments,  went  each  their  way.  But  two  persons 
of  the  Argives,  who  held  the  highest  office  in  their  country, 
watched  for  them  by  the  way,  as  they  were  returning ;  and 
having  met  them,  entered  into  conversation  with  them  on 

»  TrpoJ]  More  literally,  "  in  the  face  oC"  Poppo  adopts  Dobree's  ex- 
planation ;  '*  Ploris  enim  fectoros  Lacedaemonios  Argivoram  amioitiam 
et  societatem  qnam  Atheniensium  inimicitiam  ac  foederom  cum  ipsis 
junctorum  violationem :  i.  e,,  magis  illam  cupere  quam  hanc  metuere." 
For  the  force  of  KaXug,  in  the  next  sentence,  see  Arnold's  note. 

2  avTolc.]  i.  e.j  to  the  Boeotians  and  Corinthians,  not  to  Xenares  and 
Oleobulus,  as  Bloomfield  supposes.    Compare  sea  3. 
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the  possibility  of  the  Boeotians  becoming  their  allies,  as  the 
Corinthians,  Eleans,  and  Mantineans  had  done ;  for  if  that  could 
be  well  arranged,  they  thought  they  might  then,  on  advan- 
tageous terms,  both  carry  on  war  and  niake  peace,  both  with 
the  Lacedsemonians,  if  they  should  wish  it — holding  the  same 
language  all  together — and  with  whomever  else  it  might  be 
necessary.  The  Boeotian  envoys  were  pleased  at  hearing  this ; 
for  they  happened  to  ask  the  same  things  as  their  fri^ids  in 
Lacedsemon  had  instructed  them  to  propose.  So  when  the  men 
from  Argos  perceived  that  they  listened  to  their  suggestions,  they 
said  they  would  send  embassadors  to  the  Boeotians,  and  went 
away.  The  Boeotians,  on  their  arrival,  reported  to  the  Boeo- 
tarchs  what  had  been  said  to  them,  both  at  Lacedsemon,  and  by 
the  Argives  who  had  met  them:  and  the  Boeotarchs  were 
pleased,  and  were  much  more  eager  in  the  business,  since  it  bad 
turned  out  so  lucidly  for  them  in  both  quarters,  that  their 
Mends  among  the  Lacedaemonians  requested  the  same  things  as 
the  Argives  were  anxiously  wishing.  Not  long  after,  embas- 
sadors came  from  Argos  with  the  proposals  mat  have  been 
mentioned ;  whom  the  Boeotarchs  sent  back  afiber  assenting  to 
their  terms,  and  promising  to  send  envoys  to  Aigoa  on  the 
question  of  the  alliance. 

38.  In  the  mean  time  it  was  determined  by  the  Boeotarchs, 
the  Corinthians,  the  Megareans,  and  the  embassadors  from 
Thrace,  in  the  first  place,  to  bind  themselves  by  oaths  to  each 
other,  that  assuredly,  when  occasion  offered,  they  would  assist 
the  party  which  needed  it ;  and  that  they  would  carry  on  war 
with  none,  or  make  peace,  without  common  assent ;  and  that 
80  the  Boeotians  and  Megareans  (for  they  had  the  same  object 
before  them^  should  then  enter  into  treaty  with  the  Argives* 
But  before  tne  oaths  were  taken,  the  Boeotarchs  communicated 
these  resolutions  to  the  four  comidls  of  the  Boeotians,  which 
have  the  sole  power  of  ratifying  measures ;  and  reconcmiended  to 
them  that  oaths  should  be  exchanged  witii  such  cities  as  wished 
to  league  with  them  for  mutual  assistance.  However,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Boeotian  councils  did  not  accede  to  the  plan,  fearing 
that  they  should  do  what  was  displeasing  to  the  Lacedaemonians, 
if  they  leagued  with  the  Corinliiians,  who  had  separated  from 
them.  For  the  Boeotarchs  did  not  tell  them  of  what  had  taken 
place  at  Lacedsemon,  namely,  that  Cleobulus  and  Xenares, 
among  the   ephors,  and  their  friends,  advised  them  first  to 
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enter  into  alliance  with  the  Argives  and  Corinthians,  and  then 
to  join  the  Lacedaemonians ;  as  they  imagined  that  though 
they  should  not  mention  it,  the  council  would  decree  nothing 
different  from  what  they  had  previously  determined  on,*  and 
now  reccMnmended  to  their  country.  When  the  business  had 
met  with  this  check,  the  embassadors  from  Corinth  and  Thrace 
departed  without  concluding  any  thing ;  while  the  Bceotarchs, 
who  before  intended,  if  they  carried  these  measures,  to  at- 
tempt also  to  effect  the  alliance  with  the  Argives,  did  not  now 
bring  the  question  of  the  Argives  before  the  councils,  or  send 
to  Ai^os  the  embassadors  they  had  promised ;  but  there  arose 
an  indifference  and  procrastination  in  the  whole  business. 

39.  In  the  course  of  the  same  summer,  the  Olynthians 
assaulted  and  took  Mecybema,  which  was  garrisoned  by  Athe- 
nians. After  these  events,  conferences  being  continually 
held  between  the  Athenians  and  Lacedaemonians  respecting 
the  possessions  of  each  other  which  they  still  retained,  the 
Lacedaemonians,  hoping  that,  if  the  Athenians  should  receive 
back  Panactum  from  the  Boeotians,  they  would  themselves  re- 
cover Pylus,  went  on  an  embassy  to  the  Boeotians,  and  begged 
them  to  deliver  up  to  them  Panactum  and  the  Athenian 
prisoners  that  they  might  recover  Pylus  in  exchange  for 
them.  But  the  Boeotians  refused  to  deliver  them  up,  unless 
they  would  make  an  especial  alliance  with  them,  as  with  the 
Athenians.  Although  therefore  the  Lacedaemonians  were 
aware  that  they  should  be  acting  wrong  to  the  Athenians,  since 
it  had  been  stipulated  that  they  should  make  neither  peace 
nor  war  with  any  but  by  mutual  consent ;  yet,  as  they  wished 
to  receive  Panactum  from  them,  believing  that  so  they  should 
recover  Pylus,  and  as  the  party  which  was  anxious  to  break 

*  a<l>iai  TTpoSiayvuvreg  irapaivovaiv.']  Arnold  is  followed  by  Poppo  and 
Bloomfield  in  supposing  that  atplat  refers  to  the  subject  of  ^fjTjijueladai ; 
but  as  his  explanation  does  not,  I  think,  remove  the  extreme  harshness 
of  such  a  construction,  Gk)Uer  seems  to  be  right  in  referring  it  to  the 
Bceotarchs ;  except  that  I  would  not  confine  it,  as  he  does,  to  Xenares 
and  Cleobulus,  but  extend  it  to  the  whole  number  of  them ;  and  sup- 
pose that  it  is  either  governed  by  irpodiayvoifTccy  meaning,  "the  plan 
which  they  had  already  decided  on  fbr  themselves,  and  now  recommended 
to  the  councils ;"  or  that  it  signifies  "their  countrymen ;"  the  executive 
being  identified  with  the  people  at  large,  as  it  appears  to  be  in  sec.  3. 
0/  (SoiuTupxat — TTopTJvovp  yeviaOai  5pKovc  talc  t6Ac(T£v,  5aai  (SovXovrat 
iif  (HxfieXi'ia  (f(j>iai'  ^vofivvvai.  If  the  former  construction  is  preferred, 
o<l>t(7i  may  be  considered  as  a  "  dativus  commodi."    See  Jelf,  Gr.  Gr.  59.  8. 
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np  the  treaty  earnesdy  entered  into  the  Boeotian  negotiation ; 
they  concluded  the  sdHance,  when  the  winter  was  now  closing 
and  the  spring  at  hand ;  and  Panactom  was  immediately  be- 
gan to  he  demolished.  And  thus  ended  the  elerenth  year  <^ 
this  war. 

40.  As  soon  as  the  spring  of  the  next  snmmer  comr 
menced,  the  Argiyes  finding  that  the  Boeotian  embassadors, 
whom  they  said  they  would  send,  did  not  come,  and  that 
Panactum  was  being  demolished,  and  an  esped^d  alliance  had 
been  concluded  by  the  Boeotians  with  the  Lacedaemonians, 
were  afraid  that  they  might  be  left  alone,  and  all  the  con- 
federacy go  oyer  to  the  Lacedaemonians.  For  they  supposed 
that  the  Boeotians  had  been  persuaded  by  the  Lacedaemonians 
both  to  demolish  Panactum  and  to  accede  to  the  treaty  with 
the  Athenians;  and  that  the  Athenians  were  privy  to  these 
measures ;  so  that  they  themselves  had  no  longer  power  even 
to  make  alliance  with  the  Athenians :  whereas  they  hoped  be- 
fore, in  consequence  of  the  existing  dissensions,  that  if  their 
treaty  with  the  Lacedaemonians  should  not  continue,  they  would, 
at  any  rate,  be  in  alliance  with  the  Athenians.  The  Argives^ 
then,  were  involved  in  these  difSculties,  and  feared  tiiey  might 
be  engaged  in  war  at  once  with  the  Lacedaemonians,  Tegeans, 
Boeotians,  and  Athenians :  and  consequently,  though  tiiey  did 
not  before  accept  the  treaty  with  the  Lacedaemonians,  but  en- 
tertained the  proud  hope  that  they  should  enjoy  the  supremacy 
over  the  Peloponnese ;  they  sent  as  envoys  to  Lacedaemon,  as 
quickly  as  they  could,  Eustrophus  and  JSson,  who  were  con- 
sidered to  be  the  most  acceptable  persons  to  them  ;  thinking  to 
Hve  in  quiet  by  making  a  treaty  with  the  Lacedaemonians,  as 
they  best  could  under  present  circumstances,  whatever  might 
be  the  arrangement* 

41.  On  the  arrival  of  their  embassadors,  they  made  pro- 
posals to  the  Lacedaemonians,  as  to  the  terms  on  which  the 
treaty  should  be  concluded  between  them.  And  at  first  the 
Argives  claimed  that  they  should  have  a  judicial  reference 
granted  them,  either  to  some  state  or  individual,  respecting 
the  Cynurian  territory;  concerning  which  they  have  always 
been  debating  as  it  is  border-land :  (it  contains  the  towns  of 
Thyrea  and  Anthene,  and  is  occupied  by  the  Lacedaemonians.) 

*  Or,  "oa  whatever  terms  they  might  be  allowed."  See  Bloomfield's 
note. 
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Afterward,  when  the  Lacedsmoniana  begged  them  not  to 
mention  that>  but  said  that  if  thej  wished  to  make  a  treaty  as 
before,  they  were  ready  to  do  so;  the  Argive  embassadors 
nevertheless  induced  the  Lacedaemonians  to  agiee  to  the  fol- 
lowing conditions  ;  that  at  the  present  time  they  should  make 
a  treaty  for  fifty  years;  but  that  on  either  party  giving  a 
challenge,  at  a  time  when  there  was  neither  plague  nor  war  in 
Laced«mon  or  Argos,  they  should  be  at  hberty  to  decide  by 
battle  the  question  of  this  territory — as  on  a  former  occasion, 
when  each  side  claimed  the  victory  for  themselves — ^but  not  to 
pursue  the  fugitives  beyond  the  frontiers,  whether  toward 
Argos  or  Laoedsemon.  Now  the  Lacedaeimonians  at  first  eon^ 
sidered  this  as  mere  folly;  but  afterward  (for  they  were 
anxious  on  any  terms  to  have  Argos  for  a  friend),  they  agreed 
to  the  conditions  they  demanded,  and  made  a  treaty  with  them 
in  writing.  Before,  however,  any  thing  was  definitely  ar* 
ranged,  the  Lacedaamonians  desired  them  to  return  first  to 
Argos,  and  show  it  to  their  pe(^le ;  and  if  it  pleased  them, 
then  to  come  at  the  Hyacinthia,  to  take  the  oi^hs.  Accord* 
ingly  they  returned. 

42.  In  the  mean  time,  while  the  Argives  were  negotiating 
these  matters,  the  Lacedsemonian  embassadors,  Andromedes, 
Phoedimus,  and  Antimenidas,  who  were  to  restore  Panactum 
to  the  Athenians,  and  to  receive  the  prisoners  from  the  Boeo- 
tians, and  bring  them  back  home,  found  Panactum  demolished 
by  the  Bceotians  themselves,  on  the  pretext  of  there  having 
been  exchanged  in  former  times  between  the  Athenians  and 
Boeotians,  in  consequence  of  a  dispute  about  it,  an  oath  that 
neither  party  should  inhabit  the  place,  but  that  they  should 
graze  it  in  conmion.  The  men,  however,  whom  the  Boeotians 
held  as  prisoners  taken  from  the  Athenians,  Andr(»nedes  and 
his  colleagues  retceived  from  them,  and  conveyed  to  Athens,  and 
restored.  They  likewise  announced  to  them  the  demolition  of 
Panactum,  thinking  that  so  they  restored  that  too  ;*  for  no 
enem^  to  the  Athenians  would  in  future  inhabit  it  On  this 
announcement  the  Athenians  expressed  great  indignation; 
thinking  themselves  wronged  by  the  Lacedaemonians,  both 
with  regard  to  the  demolition  of  Panactum,  which  they  ought 
to  have  delivered  up  to  them  standing,  and  the  intelligence  of 

'  Or,  as  Poppo  explains  it,  "  that  that  very  announcement  was  equiv- 
alent to  restoring  it" 
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their  having  on  their  own  account  made  treaty  with  the  Boeo- 
tians, though  they  formerly  declared  that  they  would  join  in 
compelling  those  who  did  not  accede  to  the  general  treaty. 
They  also  looked  for  any  other  points  in  which  they  had  de- 
parted firom  their  compact,  and  considered  themselres  to  have 
been  overreached  by  them ;  so  that  they  gave  an  angry  reply  to 
the  embassadors,  and  sent  them  away. 

43.  When  the  Lacedaemonians,  then,  were  in  such  a  state 
of  variance  with  the  Athenians,  those  at  Athens,  again, 
who  wished  to  do  away  with  the  treaty,  were  immediately 
urgent  against  it.  Among  others  who  were  so  was  Al- 
cibiades  son  of  Clinias,  a  man  who  in  age  was  still  at  that 
time  a  youth  (as  he  would  have  been  thought  in  any  other 
state),  but  honored  on  account  of  the  nobility  of  his  an* 
cestors.  He  considered  that  it  was  really  better  to  side  with 
the  Argives ;  though  he  also  opposed  the  treaty  in  the  bitter- 
ness of  wounded  pride,  because  the  Lacedaemonians  had  ne- 
gotiated through  the  agency  of  Nicias  and  Laches,  having 
overlooked  him  on  account  of  his  youth,  and  not  having  shown 
him  the  respect  suitable  to  the  old  connection  of  his  family  as 
their  proxeniy  which,  having  been  renounced  by  his  grandfafiier, 
he  himself  thought  to  renew  by  showing  attention  to  the  pris- 
oners taken  in  the  island.  Considering  himself  therefore  to  be  in 
every  way  slighted  by  them,  he  both  spoke  against  the  treaty  in 
the  first  instance,  saying  that  the  Lacedaemonians  were  not  to 
be  depended  upon,  but  were  only  making  a  treaty  in  order  that 
by  so  doing  they  might  deprive  Athens  of  the  Argives,  and 
again  come  against  them  when  left  alone ;  and  at  that  time, 
when  this  difierence  had  arisen,  he  inmiediately  sent  to  Argos 
on  his  own  account,  urging  them  to  come  as  quickly  as  possible 
with  proposals  for  alhance,  in  company  with  the  Mantineans 
and  Eleans,  since  it  was  a  fine  opportunity,  and  he  would  co- 
operate with  them  to  the  utmost. 

44.  When  the  Argives  received  this  message,  and  found 
that  the  alliance  with  the  Boeotians  had  not  been  brought 
about  in  concert  with  the  Athenians,  but  that  they  were 
involved  in  a  serious  quarrel  with  the  Lacedaemonians ;  they 
thought  no  more  of  their  embassadors  at  Lacedaemon,  who 
were  just  at  that  time  gone  thither  on  the  subject  of  the  treaty, 
but  paid  more  attention  to  the  Athenians ;  thinkinor  that  so, 
if  they  went  to  war,  there  would  be  on  their  side  in  it  a  state 
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whicli  had  been  their  friend  from  of  old,  and  was  under  a  de- 
mocratical  form  of  government,  like  themselves,  and  wielded  a 
great  power  in  the  command  of  the  sea.  They  immediately 
therefore  sent  embassadors  to  the  Athenians  to  treat  of  the 
alliance ;  and  were  also  accompanied  by  envoys  from  the 
Eleans  and  Mantineans. 

There  came  likewise  with  all  speed,  as  embassadors  from 
the  Lacedaemonians,  persons  who  were  thought  to  be  £ivor- 
ably  incHned  toward  the  Athenians,  namelv  Philocharidas, 
Leon,  and  Endius;  through  fear  that  in  their  anger  they 
might  conclude  the  alliance  with  the  Argives,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  ask  back  Pylus  in  exchan^  for  Panactum,  and  to 
plead  in  excuse  for  the  Boeotian  albance,  that  it  had  not  been 
made  for  the  purpose  of  hurting  the  Athenians. 

45.  By  speaking  in  the  counsel  on  these  points,  and  de- 
claring that  they  had  come  with  full  powers  to  effect  a  settle- 
ment of  all  their  disputes,  they  made  Alcibiades  afraid  that  if 
they  were  to  talk  in  the  same  strain  to  the  popular  assembly, 
they  would  win  over  the  multitude,  and  the  Argive  alliance 
would  be  rejected.  He  adopted  therefore  the  following 
device  against  them.  He  gained  the  confidence  of  the  Lace- 
daemonians by  giving  them  a  solemn  assurance,  that  if  they 
would  not  acknowledge  in  the  assembly  that  they  had  come 
with  ftdl  powers,  he  would  restore  Pylus  to  them  (for  he 
would  himself  persuade  the  Athenians  to  the  measure,  as  he 
now  opposed  it),  and  would  settle  all  other  points  of  difference. 
It  was  with  a  wish  to  withdraw  them  from  the  influence  of 
Nicias  that  he  did  this ;  and  in  order  that  by  accusing  them 
before  the  people,  as  having  no  sincere  intentions,  and  never 
saying  the  same  thing,  he  might  cause  the  Argives,  Eleans, 
and  Mantineans,  to  be  taken  into  alliance.  And  so  it  turned 
out.  For  when,  on  coming  before  the  people  and  being  asked 
that  question,  they  did  not  say,  as  they  had  said  in  the  coun- 
cil, that  they  were  come  with  full  powers,  the  Athenians  could 
endure  it  no  longer ;  but  on  Alcibiades'  exclaiming  against 
the  Lacedaemonians  much  more  vehementlv  than  before,  they 
both  listened  to  him,  and  were  ready  straightway  to  bring  for- 
ward the  Argives  and  those  who  were  with  them,  and  take  them 
into  alliance.  An  earthquake,  however,  having  occurred  before 
any  thing  was  finally  settled,  that  assembly  was  adjourned. 

46.  In  the  one  which  was  held  next  day,  although  the 
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Lacedaemonians  had  been  outwitted,  and  he  himself  utterly 
deceived  with  regard  to  their  confessing  not  to  have  come 
with  full  powers,  Nicias  nevertheless  maintained  that  they 
ought  rather  to  become  friends  of  the  Lacedaemonians,  and, 
deferring  their  measures  with  the  Argives,  to  send  once  more 
to  them,  and  ascertain  their  intentions..  He  represented 
that  it  was  to  their  own  honor,'  but  to  their  rivals*  discredit, 
for  tile  war  to  be  put  off:  for  since  their  own  affairs  were  in 
so  good  a  condition,  it  was  best  to  preserve  their  prosperity 
as  long  as  possible ;  whereas  to  the  Lacedaemonians,  in  their 
present  misfortunes,  it  would  be  gain  to  run  all  hazards  as 
quickly  as  possible.  So  he  prevailed  on  them  to  send  embas- 
sadors, of  whom  he  was  himself  one,  to  bid  the  Lacedaemo- 
nians, if  they  had  any  just  intentions,  to^  restore  Panactum 
standing,  with  Amphipolis,  and  to  give  up  their  alliance  with 
the  Boeotians,  if  they  refused  to  accede  to  the  treaty ;  as  it 
had  been  stipulated  that  they  should  make  peace  with  none 
but  by  mutual  consent  They  told  them  also  to  say,  that  they 
too,  if  they  had  wished  to  act-  unjustly,  might  have  already 
taken  the  Arrives  for  their  aUies,  since  they  were  come  to 
them  for  that  very  purpose.  And  whatever  complaint  they 
had  against  them,  they  gave  instructions  on  the  subject  to 
Nicias  and  his  colleagues,  and  then  sent  them  off.  When  they 
came  there,  and,  after  <}elivering  their  other,  messages,  finally 
declared,  that  unless  ^ey  gave  up  their  alliance  witii  Ihe  Boe- 
otians, in  case  of  their  not  acceding  to  the  treaty,  the  Athenians 
also  would  take  as  their  allies  the  Argives  and  those  who 
joined  them;  the  Lacedaemonians  refused  to  renounce  the 
alliance  with  the  Boeotians — the  party  of  Xenares,  the  ephor, 
and  all  the  rest  who  had  the  same  views,  having  sufficient 
influence  to  secure  that— but  the  oaths  they  renewed  at  the 
request  of  Nicias :  for  he  ^as  afraid  of  returning  with  all  his 
objects  unaccomplished,  and  of  being  exposed  to  censure  (as 
indeed  was  the  dase),  since  he  was  considered  as  the  author  of 
the  treaty  with- the  Lacedaemonians.  On  his  return,  when  the 
Athenians  heard  that  nothing  had  been  done  at  Lacedaemon, 
immediately  they  were  enraged;    and  since  they  considered 

I  Or,  as  Arnold,  Poppo,  and  others  esiplain  it,  ''advising  that  hostili- 
ties should  be  de^rre^'\  For  a  t^  s|milar  use  of  kv  with  an  adjective, 
compare  L  137.  B,  iKei^'^f<l)rdS<^Xeifitu  ifiol,  iKeivcp  6^  tv  iiriKivdvvu 
itoXlv  ij  dnoKOfiidij  lyiyvefo,' 
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themselves  injured,  the  Argives  and  their  allies  happening  to 
be  present  (having  been  introduced  by  Alcibiades),  they  made 
a  treaty  and  alliance  with  them  on  the  following  terms : 

47.  "The  Athenians,  Argives,  Mantineans,  and  Eleans 
made  a  treaty  for  a  hundred  years,  on  behalf  of  themselves 
and  the  allies  in  their  respective  dominions,  to  be  observed 
without  guile  or  injury,  both  by  land  and  by  sea.  That  it 
shall  not  be  allowed  to  take  up  arms  with  a  mischievous  de- 
fflgn,  either  for  the  Argives,  Eleans,  and  Mantineans,  with 
their  allies,  against  the  Athenians,  or  for  the  Athenians  and 
their  allies  against  the  Argives,  Eleans,  and  Mantineans,  with 
their  allies,  by  any  means  whatever. 

"  That  the  following  are  the  terms  on  which  the  Athenians, 
Argives,  Eleans,  and  Mantineans  shall  be  allies  for  a  hundred 
years. 

"  That  in  case  of  an  enemy  marching  against  the  territory 
of  the  Athenians,  the  Argives,  Eleans,  and  Mantineans  shall 
go  to  the  succor  of  Athens,  according  to  whatever  message 
Sie  Athenians  may  send  them,  in  such  manner  as  they  can 
most  effectually,  to  the  utmost  of  their  power.  That  in  case 
of  their  having  ravaged  it  and  departed,  that  state  shall  be 
considered  as  an  enemy  to  the  Argives,  Mantineans,  and 
Eleans,  and  shall  be  exposed  to  the  vengeance  of  all  these 
states ;  and  that  no  one  of  them  snail  be  at  liberty  to  termin- 
ate hostilities  with  that  state,  unless  they  all  think  fit  to  do  so. 
That  the  Athenians  likewise  shall  go  to  the  succor  of  Argos, 
Mantinea,  and  Elis,  in  case  of  an  enemy  marching  against 
the  Elean,  Mantinean,  or  Argive  territory,  according  to  what- 
ever message  these  states  may  send,  in  such  manner  as  they  can 
most  effectually,  to  the  utmost  of  their  power.  That  in  case  of 
their  having  ravaged  it  and  departed,  that  state  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  an  enemy  to  the  Athenians,  Eleans,  Mantineans, 
and  Argives,  and  shall  be  exposed  to  the  vengeance  of  all  of 
them ;  aiKl  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  terminate  hostihties 
with  that  state,  unless  all  the  states  think  fit  to  do  so. 

"  That  they  shall  not  allow  armed  troops  to  pass  for  hostile 
purposes  through  th^r  own  land,  or  that  of  the  allies  in  their 
respective  dominions,  nor  by  sea,  unless  all  the  states,  the 
Athenians,  Argives,  Mantineans,  and  Eleans,  have  decreed 
that  their  passage  be  allowed. 

"That  to  the  troops  going  as  succors  the  state   which 
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sends  them  shall  furnish  provisions  for  thirty  days  after  their 
arrival  in  the  state  which  sent  them  word  to  succor  it,  and 
on  their  return  in  the  same  way :  but  that  in  case  of  their 
wishing  to  avail  themselves  of  their  service  for  a  longer  time, 
the  state  which  sent  for  them  shall  supply  them  with  provisions 
at  the  rate  of  three  JEl^netan  oboli  a  day  for  a  heavy-armed 
soldier,  a  light-armed,  or  a  bowman,  and  of  an  J^inetan 
drachma  for  a  horseman. 

*^  That  the  state  which  sent  for  them  shall  have  the  com- 
mand, while  the  war  is  in  its  own  territory ;  but  that  in  case 
of  the  states  resolving  to  make  a  joint  expedition  in  any 
quarter,  an  equal  share  of  the  command  shall  be  enjoyed  by 
all  the  states. 

"  That  the  treaty  shall  be  sworn  to,  by  the  Athenians  on  be- 
half both  of  themselves  and  their  allies,  but  on  the  part  of  the 
Argives,  Mantineans,  Eleans,  and  their  allies,  by  each  several 
state.  That  they  shall  swear  that  oath  respectively  which  is  the 
most  binding  in  their  country,  over  full-grown  victims ,  and  the 
oath  shiJl  be  to  this  effect ;  '  I  will  stand  by  this  alliance  ac- 
cording to  the  stipulations,  honestly,  without  injury,  and  with- 
out guile,  and  will  not  violate  it  by  any  method  or  means 
whatever.'  That  the  persons  to  take  the  oath  shall  be,  at 
Athens,  the  council  and  the  home  magistrates,  the  prytanes 
administering  it ;  at  Argos,  the  council,*  the  eighty,  and  the 
artynoe^  the  eighty  administering  it ;  at  Man  tinea,  the  demi- 
urgic the  council,  and  the  other  magistrates,  the  tJieori  and 
the  polemarchs  administering  it ;  at  Elis,  the  demiurgi,  the 
magistrates,  and  the  six  hundred,  the  demiurgi  and  thesmo- 
phulaces  administering  at.  That  the  oaths  shall  be  renewed, 
by  the  Athenians,  on  going  to  Elis,  Mantinea,  and  Argos, 
thirty  days  before  the  Olympic  festival ;  by  the  Argives, 
Eleans,  and  Mantineans,  on  gomg  to  Athens,  ten  days  before 
the  great  Panathenaic  festival. 

'^  That  the  stipulations  respecting  the  treaty,  the  oaths,  and 
the  alliance,  shall  be  inscribed  on  a  stone  pillar,  by  the  Athe- 
nians, in  the  citadel ;  by  the  Argives  in  the  market-^place,  in 
the  temple  of  Apollo ;  by  the  M&ntineans,  in  the  temple  of 
Jupiter  in  the  market-place :  and  that  a  brazen  pillar  snail  be 
erected  at  their  joint  expense  at  Olympia,  at  the  present  festi- 

'  For  what  little  is  known  of  the  several  offices  here  motioned,  see 
Arnold's  note,  and  the  authorities  quoted  in  it 
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val.  That  should  these  states  think  it  better  to  make  any 
addition  to  the  articles  agreed  on,  whatever  seenas  fit  to  s^l  the 
states,  on  holding  common  deliberation,  that  shall  be  binding." 

48.  In  this  way  were  the  treaty  and  alliances  conclude ; 
and  yet  that  between  the  Lacedaemonians  and  Athenians  was 
not  renounced  on  this  account  by  either  party.  But  though 
the  Corinthians  were  allies  of  the  Argives,  they  did  not  ac- 
cede to  the  new  treaty.  Nay,  before  this  time,  when  an  al- 
liance was  formed  between  lie  Eleans,  Argives,  and  Manti- 
neans,  to  be  at  war  and  peace  with  the  same  states,  they  did 
not  join  the  league,  but  said  that  they  were  content  witii  the 
first  alliance  which  had  been  made  for  purposes  of  defense,  on 
condition  of  succoring  one  another,  but  not  joining  to  attack 
any  party.  The  Corinthians,  then,  thus  stood  aloof  from  their 
alhes,  and  turned  their  thoughts  again  toward  the  Lacedaemo- 
nians. 

49.  The  Olympic  festival  was  held  this  summer,  that  at 
which  Androsmenes  the  Arcadian  was  victor  the  first  time  in 
the  pancratium.*  The  Lacedaemonians  were  excluded  from  the 
temple  by  the  Eleans,  so  that  they  could  neither  sacrifice  nor 
enter  the  lists,  as  refusing  to  pay  the  fine  to  which  the 
Eleans,  by  virtue  of  the  Olympian  law,  had  condemned  them, 
alleging  that  they  had  attacked  the  fortress  of  Phyrcus, 
and  sent  a  body  of  their  heavy-armed  into  Lepreum  during 
the  Olympic  truce;  The  fine  imposed  upon  them  was  two 
thousand  minae,  being  two  for  each  heavy-armed  soldier,  as 
the  law  ordains.  But  the  Lacedaemonians  sent  embassadors, 
and  pleaded  that  it  had  not  been  feirly  imposed  upon  them ; 
declaring  that  the  truce  had  not  yet  been  proclaimed  at  La- 
cedaemon,  when  they  sent  their  troops  into  Lepreum.  The 
Eleans,  however,  maintained  that  the  cessation  of  arms  in 
their  country  had  already  commenced  (for  they  proclaim  it 
among  themselves  first),  and  that  while  they  were  living  in 
quiet,  and  not  expecting  any  thing,  as  it  was  a  time  of  truc6, 
the  Lacedaemonians  had  committed  an  injury  upon  them  by 
surprise.  The  Lacedaemonians  replied  that  there  was  no  need 
of  the  Eleans  having  still  proclaimed  the  truce  at  Lacedaemon, 
if  they  had  thought  them  already  guilty  of  injustice ;  but  they 
had  done  so,  as  not  thinking  it ;  and  they  themselves  had  no 
longer  gone  any  where  to  attack  them.    The  Eleans,  however, 

1  Consisting  of  wrestling  and  boxing. 
15* 
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adhered  to  the  same  statement,  namely,  that  ihey  could  never 
be  persuaded  that  they  were  not  guilty ;  but  that  if  they  would 
restore  Lepreum  to  them,  they  were  ready  to  give  up  their 
own  share  of  the  money, 'and  would  themselves  pay  for  them 
that  which  fell  to  the  god. 

60.  When  they  did  not  comply,  ihey  required  them  again 
to  do  as  follows :  not  to  give  back  Lepreum,  if  they  objected 
to  it,  but  to  mount  on  the  altar  of  the  Olympian  Jupiter — since 
they  were  so  anxious  to  have  access  to  tlie  temple — ^and  swear 
before  the  Greeks  that  assuredly  they  would  discharge  the 
fine  at  a  future  period.  But  when  Uiey  would  not  do  this 
either,  the  Lacedaemonians  were  excluded  from  the  temple — 
from  the  sacrifice  and  from  the  games — and  made  thdr  offer* 
ings  at  home ;  while  the  rest  of  the  Greeks,  except  the  Le- 
preans,  sent  their  deputations  to  the  festival.  However,  the 
Eleans  were  afraid  of  their  sacrificing  by  force,  and  kept  guard 
with  a  heavy-armed  company  of  their  young  men ;  wmle  there 
also  came  to  them  a  body  of  Argives  and  Mantineans,  each  a 
thousand  strong,  and  some  Athenian  cavalry,  that  were  at 
Argos,  waiting  for  the  fe^ival.  And  a  great  alarm  was  pro- 
duced in  the  assembly  lest  the  Lacedaemonians  should  come  in 
arms;  especially  ailer  Lichas  son  of  Arcesilaus,  a  Lacedae- 
monian, was  scourged  on  the  course  by  the  lictors,*  because, 
on  his  horses  being  the  winners,  and  the  Bceotian  people  bemg 
proclaimed  victor,  on  account  of  his  having  no  right  to  enter 
the  lists,  he  came  forward  on  to  the  course,  and  crowned  the 
charioteer,  from  a  wish  to  show  that  the  chariot  was  his.  All 
therefore  were  now  much  more  afraid,  and  thought  there 
would  be  some  disturbance.  However,  the  Lacedaemonians 
kept  quiet^  and  let  the  feast  thus  pass  by.  After  the  Olym- 
pic festival,  the  Argives  and  their  allies  repaired  to  Corinth, 
to  beg  that  state  to  come  over  to  them.  Some  Lacedaemonian 
embassadors,  too,  happened  to  be  there ;  and  after  there  had 
been  much  discussion,  nothing  was  accomplished  at  last ;  but 
an  earthquake  having  occurred,  they  dispersed  to  their  several 
homes.    And  so  the  summer  ended. 

61.  The  following  winter  the  Heracleans  in  Trachinia  fought 
a  battle  with  the  ullnianians,  Dolopians,  Maleans,  and  some  of 
the  Thessalians.  For  these  nations  were  bordering  on,  and 
hostile  to,  their  city ;  as  it  was  against  no  other  country  but 

*  Or,  "by  the  umpires,"  as  Bredow,  Haack  ajid  others  thmk. 
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theirs  that  the  place  was  fortified.  Accordingly  they  opposed 
the  city  on  its  first  settlement,  by  annoying  it  as  far  as  they 
could ;  and  at  this  time  they  defeated  the  Heracleans  in  the  en- 
gagem^it,  Xenares,  son  of  Onidis,  a  Lacedsemonian,  being  slain, 
and  others  of  the  Heracleans  also  cut  off.  And  thus  the 
winter  ended,  and  the  twelfth  year  of  the  war. 

52.  At  the  very  conunencement  of  the  following  summer, 
the  Boeotians  seized  on  Heraclea,  when  it  was  miserably  re- 
duced after  the  battle,  and  sent  awapr  Hegesippidas  the  Lace- 
daemonian, on  the  charge  of  governing  it  ill.  They  occupied 
the  place  through  fear  that,  while  the  Lacedaemonians  were 
distracted  with  Qie  afiOurs  of  the  Peloponnese,  the  Athenians 
might  take  it.  The  Lacedaemonians,  however,  were  offended 
wi&  them  for  what  they  had  done.  The  same  summer,  Al- 
dbiades  son  of  Olinias,  being  one  of  the  generals  at  Athens, 
having  the  co-operation  of  the  Argives  and  the  allies,  went 
into  the  Peloponnese  with  a  few  Athenian  heavy-armed  and 
bowmen ;  and  taking  with  him  some  of  the  allies  in  those  parts, 
both  proceeded  to  settle  in  concert  with  them  other  matters 
connected  with  the  alliance,  marching  about  the  Peloponnese 
with  his  troops,  and  persuaded  the  Patreans  to  carry  their 
walls  down  to  the  sea ;  intending  also  himself  to  build  a  fort 
beside  the  Achaean  Ehiunu  But  the  Corinthians  and  Sicy- 
onians,  and  all  to  whose  injury  it  would  have  been  built,  came 
against  him,  and  prevented  his  doing  it. 

53.  The  same  summer  a  war  broke  out  between  the  Epi- 
daurians  and  Argives ;  nominally,  about  the  offering  to  Apollo 
Pythaeus,  which  the  ESpidaurians  were  bound  to  make,  but 
did  not,  for  certain  lands  by  the  river  side ;  *  (the  Argives  had 
the  chief  management  of  the  temple  ;)  but  even  independently 
of  this  charge,  Alcibiades  and  the  Argives  thought  it  desirable 
to  get  possession  of  Epidaurus,  if  they  could ;  both  to  insure 
the  neutrality  of  Connth,  and  thinHng  that  the  Athenians 
would  find  it  a  shorter  passage  for  meir  succors  through 
.^l^na,  than  by  sailing  round  Scyllaeum.  The  Argives  there- 
fore prepared  to  invade  Epidaurus  by  themselves,  in  order  to 
exact  the  offering. 

1  I  have  adopted  Poppo's  readipg,  napanoTa/itluv,  as  Arnold  himself 
confesses  that  the  common  one,  poraiiitjv^  is  perfectly  inexplicable.  Of 
Bloomfield's  conjecture,  Poravofiuvy  "pastures,"  Poppo  says,  "  refutationo 
non  indiget" 
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64.  The  Lacedaemonians,  too,  at  the  same  time  marched 
out  with  all  their  forces  to  Leuctra,  on  their  own  borders,  op- 
posite Mount  LycsBum,  under  the  command  of  Agis  son  of 
Archidamus,  their  king;  but  no  one  knew  what  was  their 
destination,  not  even  the  cities  *  from  which  contingents  were 
sent  When,  however,  the  omens  from  their  sacrifices  were 
not  favorable  for  crossing  the  border,  they  both  returned 
home  themselves,  and  sent  word  to  their  allies  to  prepare 
to  take  the  field  after  the  ensuing  month;  (that  being  the 
montiii  Gameus,  a  holy  period  among  the  Dorians).  On  their 
retiring,  the  Argives  msu^ched  out  on  the  26th  of  the  month 
preceding  Carneus ; '  and  advancing  that  day  the  whole  of  the 
time,  invaded  the  Epidaurian  territory,  and  proceeded  to  lay  it 

>  Duker  and  Poppo  suppose  the  cities  of  Laconia  to  be  here  intended. 

*  I  have  followed  Arnold's  former  interpretation  of  this  very  doubtful 
passage,  as  appearing  less  objectionable,  on  the  whole,  than  any  other 
that  has  been  proposed ;  though  he  himself  abandons  it  in  his  last  edi- 
tion. Goller  and  Bloomfield  put  the  comma  after  ravrjjv,  and  read 
iae6aX2,ov  ;  but  to  this  there  is  what  appears  to  me  an  insuperable  objec- 
tion. Often  as  the  verb  itrCdA^M  occurs  in  Thucydides,  it  is  never  used, 
when  speaking  of  a  country^  to  signify  a  continuance  of  ofiBsnsive  meas- 
ures ;  but  always  expresses  the  one  definite  act  of  crossing  an  enemy's 
borders  and  invading  his  territory ;  and  the  case  is  the  same  with  regard 
to  the  cognate  substantive  ia6o\7J.  The  imperfect  tense  therefore,  though 
quite  appropriate  for  expressing  the  ravages  which  troops  continued  to 
make  when  once  in  the  country,  is  inappropriate  with  reference  to  the 
invasion  itself;  and  could  only  be  used  with  navra  rbv  xpovov  on  the 
supposition  of  the  army  retreating  within  its  own  frontier  continually, 
and  invading  the  country  afresh ;  which  is  not  only  improbable  in  this 
particular  instance,  but  in  dh*ect  opposition  to  the  first  sentence  of  the 
next  chapter:  **  Kal  Ka&  bv  XP'^^^^  ^^  '''V  ^ETfcJaujO^  ol  *Apyeiot  f/aav,'*^ 
Accordingly,  in  the  very  next  chapter,  sea  2,  we  have  the  aorist  iaedaXov 
followed  by  the  imperfect  i&govv }  and  as  all  the  MSS.  but  two  have  the 
same  reading  here,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  I  think,  of  its  being  the  gen- 
uine one.  Poppo  objects  to  GoUor's  explanation,  but  does  not  propose 
any  thing  himself  Bp.  Thirlwall  adopts  that  of  Portus,  Acacius,  and 
Hoflknann;  "although  they  have  always  kept  that  day  holy.'*  To  this 
Arnold  objects;  "  but  can  Thucydides  have  written  Kat  uyovreg  as  signi- 
fying Kalirep  uyovreg  ?"  I  certainly  do  not  see  why  he  could  not,  since 
he  appears  to  have  used  a  similar  construction  elsewhere;  see  VI.  16.  6, 
i^  o{f  Kot  irepiyevofievoL  ry  fiaxy  ovdeTro)  kol  vvv  (3e,3aio)g  6apaov(n  ;  if  not 
also  16.  4.  But  it  is  perhaps  a  more  solid  objection,  that  he  never  uses 
either  ayeiv  with  r^fiipav  in  that  sense  (though  he  does  with  iopTrjv) ;  nor 
irdvTu  Tov  xpovov  to  signify  "the  whole  course  of  time,"  as  distinguished 
from  "the  whole  of  ih£  time,"  *.  e.,  of  some  definite  period;  but  either 
(let  or  did,  TvavTog,  Nor,  again,  does  the  statement  thus  supposed  to  be 
made  respecting  the  holy  day  rest  on  any  thing  but  assumption. 
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waste.  The  Epidaurians  invoked  the  md  of  their  allies ;  but  some 
of  them  pleaded  the  month  as  an  excuse,  while  others,  even  after 
coming  to  the  borders  of  Epidaurus,  remained  inactive. 

65.  At  the  time  that  the  Aigives  were  in  Epidaurus,  de- 
putations from  the  states  assembled  at  Mantinea,  on  the  in- 
vitadon  of  the  Athenians.  And  when  the  conference  began, 
the  Corinthians  said  that  their  words  did  not  agree  with  meir 
deeds ;  since  they  were  sitting  in  council  on  the  sulject  of 
peace,  while  the  Epidaurians  with  their  allies  and  the  Argives 
were  arrayed  against  each  other  under  arms.  Deputies  there- 
fore from  each  party  ought  first  to  go  and  separate  the  armies, 
and  then  come  and  speak  again  on  the  subject  of  peace.  In 
compliance  with  this  sentiment,  they  went  and  brought  back 
the  Argives  out  of  the  Epidaurian  territory.  They  then  as- 
sembled again,  but  could  not  even  then  come  to  any  agree- 
ment ;  but  the  Argives  again  invaded  Epidaurus,  and  laid  it 
waste.  The  Lacedaemonians,  too,  marched  out  to  Caryae ; 
and  returned  again,  when  the  omens  on  that  occasion  also 
proved  unfevorable  to  them.  The  Argives,  after  ravaging 
about  a  third  of  the  Epidaurian  territory,  returned  home. 
Moreover,  a  thousand  heavy-armed  of  the  Athenians  had  come 
to  their  assistance,  with  Alcibiades  as  general ;  but  on  learning 
that  the  Lacedsemonians  had  ended  their  expedition,  and  that 
there  was  no  longer  any  need  for  them,  they  returned  home. 
And  so  the  summer  passed  by. 

66.  The  following  winter,  the  Lacedaemonians  eluded  the 
vigilance  of  the  Athenians  in  sending  by  sea  to  Epidaurus 
three  hundred  garrison  troops,  under  command  of  Agesippidas. 
The  Argives  therefore  went  to  the  Athenians,  and  complained, 
that  though  it  had  been  specified  in  the  treaty  that  they 
should  not  allow  an  enemy  to  pass  through  their  respective 
countries,  they  had  allowed  them  to  go  tiiere  by  sea;  and 
therefore  they  should  consider  themselves  aggrieved,  if  the 
Athenians,  on  their  side,  did  not  take  the  Messenians  and  He- 
lots to  Pylus,  to  annoy  the  Lacedaemonians.  So  the  Athenians, 
at  the  instigation  of  Alcibiades,  inscribed  at  the  bottom  of 
the  Laconian  pillai*,  that  the  Lacedaemonians  had  not  adhered 
to  their  oaths ;  and  they  conveyed  the  Helots  who  were  at 
Cranii  to  Pylus,  to  plunder  the  country ;  though  in  other  re- 
spects they  remained  quiet.  Now  in  the  course  of  hostilities 
during  this  winter  between  the  Argives  and  Epidaurians,  no 


Digitized  by 


Google 


350  THUCYDIDES.  V.  [lth.,  Lviii. 

pitched  battle  was  fought,  but  there  were  only  ambuscades 
and  skmnishes,  in  which  some  were  slain  on  each  side,  as 
might  happen.  When  the  winter  was  closing,  and  spring  was 
now  at  hand,  t^e  Argives  went  with  scaling  ladders  to  Epi- 
daurus,  supposing  that  it  would  be  left  unguarded  on  account 
of  the  war,  and  mtending  to  take  it  hy  storm ;  but  returned 
unsuccessful.  And  thus  the  winter  ended,  and  the  thirteenth 
year  of  this  war. 

57.  In  the  middle  of  the  next  summer,  when  the  Lacedae- 
monians saw  that  the  E^idaurians,  who  were  their  allies, 
were  in  distress,  and  that  i^e  other  states  in  the  Peloponnese 
had  either  separated  from  them,  or  were  imfevorably  disposed 
toward  them ;  thinking  that  if  they  did  not  quickly  prevent 
it,  they  would  proceed  to  a  greater  degree  of  disaffection, 
they  marched  with  all  their  forces,  themselves  and  the  He- 
lots, against  Argos,  under  the  command  of  Agis  son  of  Archi- 
damus,  king  <J  the  Lacedsemonians.  They  were  accompa- 
nied by  the  Tegeans,  and  as  many  others  of  the  Arcadians 
as  were  in  alUance  with  them.  The  allies  in  the  rest  of  the 
Peloponnese  also,  and  those  beyond  it,  mustered  at  Fhlius; 
the  Boeotians  with  five  thousand  heavy-armed,  the  same  num- 
ber of  light-armed,  five  himdred  cavaby,  and  an  equal  number 
of  ham^)pi;  *  the  Corinthians  with  two  thousand  heavy- 
armed  ;  iiiQ  rest  as  might  severally  happen  ;  but  the  Phliasians 
in  full  force,  as  the  army  was  posted  in  their  country. 

68.  Now  the  Argives  had  from  the  first  been  aware  of  the 
preparations  of  the  Lacedaemonians ;  and  when  they  were  on 
their  march  for  the  purpose  of  joining  the  rest  at  Pnlius,  then 
they  also  took  the  field.  They  were  reinforced  by  the  Man- 
tineans  with  their  allies,  and  by  three  thousand  heavy-ai'med 
of  the  Eleans.  And  as  they  advanced,  they  met  the  Lacedae- 
monians at  Methydrium  in  Arcadia,  and  each  army  occupied 
a  hill.  The  Argives  then  prepared  to  engage  the  L«acedaemo- 
nians,  cut  off  as  they  were  by  themselves  :  but  Agis  broke  up 
in  the  night,  and  eluding  them,  proceeded  to  the  rest  of  the 
allies  at  PhUus.  The  Argives,  on  finding  this,  marched,  as 
soon  as  it  was  morning,  to  Argos  first,  and  then  to  where  they 
expected  the  Lacedaemonians  with  their  allies  would  descend 
into  their  country,  namely,  the  road  running  by  Nemea.     Agis, 

'  i,  e.f  light  infantry  who  accompanied  the  cavalry  into  action.  See 
Poppo's  note. 
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however,  did  not  take  that  road,  as  they  expected  him  to  do ; 
but  having  ^ven  orders  to  the  Lacedaemonians,  Arca^ 
dians,  and  Epidaurians,  he  advanced  by  another  and  more 
difficult  route,  and  so  came  down  into  the  plain  of  Argos. 
The  Corinthians,  Pellenians,  and  Phliasians  marched  by  an- 
other steep  road ;  while  the  Boeotians,  Megareans,  and  Sicyo- 
nians  had  been  ordered  to  descend  by  that  leading  to  Nemea, 
where  the  Aleves  were  posted,  in  order  that,  if  the  Argives 
should  advance  into  the  plain  agmnst  his  own  division,  they 
might  hang  on  their  rear,  and  use  their  cavalry  with  eflfect 
He  then,  having  made  these  arrangements  and  entered  the 
plain,  proceeded  to  ravage  Saminthus  and  other  places. 

69.  The  Argives,  having  discovered  it,  advanced  from  Ne- 
mea, when  it  was  now  day,  to  their  succor;  and  falling  in 
with  the  forces  of  the  Phliasians  and  Corinthians,  killed  a 
few  of  the  former,  but  themselves  had  rather  more  killed  by 
the  latter.  And  now  the  Boeotians,  Megareans,  and  Sicyo- 
nians  advanced,  as  they  had  been  ordered,  toward  Nemea, 
and  found  the  Argives  no  longer  there ;  but  they  had  gone 
down,  on  seeing  their  property  ravaged,  and  were  forming  for 
battle ;  while  the  Lacedaemonians  also  were  preparing  to  meet 
them.  Now  the  Argives  were  intercepted  in  the  midst  of 
their  enemies ;  for  on  the  side  of  the  plain  the  Lacedaemonians 
and  those  with  them  excluded  them  from  their  city;  above 
them  were  the  Corinthians,  Phliasians,  and  Pellenians;  and 
in  the  direction  of  Nemea  the  Boeotians,  Sicyonians,  and  Me- 
gareans. They  had  no  cavalry  with  diem  ;*  for  the  Athenians 
alone  of  all  the  allies  had  not  yet  joined  them.  Now  the 
mass  of  the  Argives  and  their  allies  did  not  consider  their 
present  position  so  formidable;  but  fancied  that  the  battle 
would  be  fought  on  favorable  terms,  and  that  they  had  inter- 
cepted the  L^edaemonians  in  their  own  country,  and  close  by 
their  city.  But  two  individuals  of  the  Argives,  Thrasyllus, 
one  of  the  five  generals,  and  Alciphron,  the  proxenus  of  the 
Lacedaemonians,  when  the  armies  were  now  on  the  very  point 
of  engaging,  went  to  Agis,  and  in  a  conference  urged  him  not 
to  bring  on  a  battle ;  since  the  Argives  were  prepared  to  give 
and  accept  fair  and  equal  arbitration  for  whatever  complaints 
the  Lacedaemonians  had  against  them,  and  to  make  a  treaty 
and  live  in  peace  for  the  future. 

1  Implying,  of  course,  that  the  Athenians  were  the  only  people  among 
the  confederates  who  had  any  cavalry. 
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60.  Those  of  the  Argives  who  made  these  statements  did  so 
on  their  own  authority,  and  not  by  order  of  the  people ;  and 
Agis  on  his  own  discretion  received  their  proposals ;  and  with- 
out consulting,  any  more  than  they  had,  with  the  majority, 
but  only  communicating  them  to  one  of  the  oflScers  who  joined 
the  expedition,  granted  a  truce  for  four  months,  during  which 
they  were  to  fulfill  their  agreement.  And  so  he  immediately 
led  back  the  army,  without  explaining  the  matter  to  any  of 
the  other  confederates.  The  Lacedaemonians  and  allies  fol- 
lowed, indeed,  as  he  led  them,  out  of  respect  for  the  law ;  but 
among  each  other  they  blamed  him  exceedingly,  considering 
that  when  they  had  had  an  opportunity  of  fighting  on  favor- 
able terms,  and  their  enemies  were  henmtied  in  on  all  sides, 
both  by  infantry  and  cavalry,  they  were  returning  without 
having  achieved  any  thing  worthy  of  their  preparations.  For 
indeed  this  was  the  finest  Grecian  army  that  had  ever  been 
brought  together  up  to  that  time  ;  and  it  appeared  such  espec- 
ially while  it  was  still  all  united  at  Nemea,  consisting  of  the 
Lacedaemonians  in  full  force,  the  Arcadians,  Boeotians,  Co- 
rinthians, Sicyonians,  Pellenians,  Phliasians,  and  Megareans; 
and  those,  too,  all  picked  men  from  their  respective  popula- 
tions, and  thinking  themselves  a  match,  not  only  for  the  Amve 
confederacy,  but  even  for  another  such  added  to  it  Tnus 
then  the  army,  finding  great  fault  with  Agis,  withdrew,  and 
dispersed  to  their  several  homes.  But  the  Argives,  on  their 
side,  blamed  fer  more  severely  still  those  who  had  concluded 
the  truce  without  consulting  the  people ;  as  they  too  thought 
that  the  Lacedaemonians  had  escaped  when  they  never  could 
have  had  a  finer  opportunity  of  destroying  them ;  since  the 
contest  would  have  been  decided  near  their  own  city,  and  in 
concert  with  many  brave  allies.  On  their  return  therefore 
they  began  to  stone  Thrasyllus  in  the  bed  of  the  Charadrus, 
where  they  try  all  causes  that  may  arise  from  any  expedition, 
before  they  enter  the  city.  He  escaped  by  flying  for  refuge  to 
the  altar ;  his  property,  however,  was  confiscated  by  them. 

61.  After  this,  when  the  Athenian  succors  arrived,  con- 
sisting of  a  thousand  heavy-armed  and  three  hundred  cavalry, 
commanded  by  Laches  and  Nicostratus,  the  Argives  being 
loath,  notwithstanding  their  arrival,  to  break  the  truce  with 
the  Lacedaemonians,  commanded  them  to  go  back,  though 
they  wished  to  make  a  conmiunication   to  them,  and  Sd 
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Bot  grant  them  a  public  audience,  until  the  Mantineans  and 
Eleans  (for  they  were  still  there),  by  their  entreaties,  con- 
strained them  to  do  so.  The  Athenians  then — Alcibiades  being 
present  as  embassador — ^)oke  before  the  Argives  and  their 
allies  to  this  effect ;  that  it  was  not  right  for  the  truce'  even 
to  have  been  made,  without  the  consent  of  the  other  alUes ;  and 
that  now,  since  their  force  had  come  so  seasonably,  they  ought 
to  proceed  to  hostilities.  And  having  persuaded  the  alHes 
by  their  arguments,  they  inmiediately  niaFched  against  Orcho- 
menus,  all  but  the  Argives,  who,  though  persuaded  to  the 
measure,  still  staid  behind  at  first ;  afterward,  however,  they 
also  went.  Thus  they  all  sat  down  before  Orchomenus,  and 
besieged  it,  and  made  assaults  upon  it ;  being  for  other  reasons 
desirous  to  get  possession  of  it,  and  especially  as  some  hostages 
from  Arcadia  were  deposited  there  by  the  Lacedaemonians. 
The  Orchomenians,  alarmed  at  the  weakness  of  their  wall  and 
the  number  of  the  hostile  forces,  and  fearing,  since  no  succors 
had  arrived,  that  they  might  perish  before  they  did,  surrendered 
on  condition  of  joining  the  confederacy,  giving  hostages  of  their 
own  to  the  Mantineans,  and  delivering  up  those  whom  the  La- 
cedaemonians had  deposited  with  them. 

62.  After  this,  when  the  allies  were  now  in  possession  of 
Orchomenus,  they  consulted  to  which  of  the  remaining  places 
they  should  proceed  first  The  Eleans  urged  them  to  go 
against  Lepreum,  the  Mantineans  against  Tegea;  and  me 
Argives  and  Athenians  sided  with  the  Mantineans.  The 
Eleans,  being  angry  at  their  not  determining  to  march  against 
Lepreum,  returned  home ;  while  the  rest  of  the  allies  made 
preparations  at  Mantinea  for  proceeding  against  Tegea ;  and  a 
party  of  the  Tegeans  themselves  in  the  town  were  ready  to  give 
up  the  government  to  them. 

63.  As  for  the  Lacedaemonians,  when  they  had  returned 
from  Argos  after  concluding  the  four  monUis'  truce,  they 
blamed  Agis  exceedingly  for  not  having  brought  Argos  into 
subjection  to  them,  when  there  was  so  fine  an  opportunity  as 
they  thought  had  never  before  presented  itself;  for  it  vros  no 
easy  thing  to  find  so  many  and  such  allies  collected  together. 

*  KOI  yivoivToJ]  Arnold  and  Poppo  agree  with  Bauer  in  thinking  that 
Kol  ought  to  have  been  put  before  at  airoviial ;  but  may  it  not  be  in- 
tended to  qualify  yevotvro  alone,  as  I  have  taken  it?  in  which  case  it 
stands  just  as  it  ought. 
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But  wlien  tidings  also  came  of  the  capture  of  Orchomenus,  they 
were  far  more  enraged,  and  under  the  influence  of  anger  resolved 
immediately  (contrary  to  their  general  habit)  that  they  ought 
to  demolish  his  house,  and  fine  him  ten  thousand  drachii^ 
But  he  besought  them  to  do  none  of  these  thing  ;  for  he  would 
atone  for  his  faults  by  good  service  when  he  next  took  the 
field,  or  they  might  then  do  to  him  whatever  they  pleased. 
Accordingly,  they  abstained  from  the  fine  and  the  demoHtion 
of  his  house,  but  passed  a  law  at  that  time  which  had  never 
before  existed  among  them ;  for  they  chose  ten  Spartans  to 
act  as  counselors  with  him,  without  whose  consent  he  should 
have  no  power  to  lead  an  army  out  of  the  city. 

64.  Meanwhile  intelligence  reached  them  from  their  friends 
in  Tegea,  that  unless  uiey  came  there  quickly,  Tegea  would 
go  over  from  them  to  the  Argives  and  their  allies,  and  that  it 
tad  all  but  done  so.  Upon  this  then  succor  was  given  them 
by  the  Lacedaeraoiuans  and  their  helots  in  full  force,  with  vigor, 
and  in  such  a  way  as  had  never  been  done  before.  They  ad- 
vanced to  Orestheum,  in  the  Msenalian  territory ;  and  com- 
manded tiiose  of  the  Arcadians  who  were  their  allies  to  muster 
and  march  close  after  them  to  Tegea ;  while  they  themselves, 
after  coming  all  of  them  as  far  as  Orestheum,  from  that  place 
sent  back  home  the  sixth  part  of  their  force,  for  which  were 
included  those  who  were  too  old  or  too  young  for  foreign  serv- 
ice, to  protect  their  property  at  home,  and  with  the  remainder 
of  their  army  arrived  at  Tegea,  where  their  allies  from  Ar- 
cadia joined  them  not  long  after.  They  also  sent  to  the  Cor- 
inthians, Boeotians,  Phocians,  and  Locrians,  with  orders  to 
reinforce  them  as  quickly  as  possible  at  Mantinea.  But  to 
these  the  notice  was  short,  and  it  was  not  easy,  except  in  a 
body,  and  after  waiting  for  each  other,  to  cross  the  enemjr's 
territory;  for  it  closed  up  the  communication,  lying  just  in 
the  way  of  it :  however,  they  made  all  haste  notwithstanding. 
The  LacedaBmonians,  meanwhile,  taking  with  them  their  Ar^ 
cadian  allies  who  had  joined  them,  invaded  the  territory  of 
Mantinea,  and  having  encamped  near  the  temple  of  Hercules, 
laid  waste  the  land. 

65.  The  Argives  and  their  allies,  on  seeing  them,  occupied 
a  position  that  was  strong  and  diificult  of  access,  and  drew  up 
their  troops  for  action.  The  Lacedaemonians  and  their  allies 
immediately  advanced  against  them,  and  proceeded  to  within 
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stone's  throw  or  arrow-shot ;  when  one  of  the  elders  called  out 
to  Agis,  "  that  he  was  purposing  to  cure  evil  with  evil ;"  mean- 
ing that  his  present  unseasonable  eagerness  was  intended  to  be 
a  reparation  of  his  culpable  retreat  from  Argos.  He  then, 
whether  in  consequence  of  this  exchunation,  or  because  he  was 
himself  suddenly  struck  by  some  resolution,  different  from  what 
he  had  before  adopted,  led  his  army  back  again  with  all  speed, 
before  the  engagement  had  begun ;  and  going  into  the  Tegean 
country,  diverted  over  that  of  the  Mantineans  the  water  about 
whidi  tiie  Tegeans  and  Mantineans  are  continually  engaged 
in  hostilities,  as  it  causes  a  gener^  injury  to  whichever  coun- 
try it  falls  into.  His  object  was  to  bring  the  Argives  and 
their  allies  down  from  the  hill,  on  their  coming  to  resist  the 
diverfflon  of  the  water,  when  tiey  heard  of  it,  and  so  to  fight 
the  battle  on  the  plain.  Accordingly,  after  staying  there  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  water,*  during  that  day,  he  turned  it 
off.  Ite  Argives  and  their  allies,  on  the  other  hand,  were  at 
first  amazed  at  his  sudden  retreat,  when  at  so  short  a  distance 
from  them,  and  did  not  know  what  to  conjecture.  Afterward, 
when  the  enemy  had  withdrawn  out  of  sight,  while  they  them- 
selves rwnained  still,  and  did  not  follow  them,  they  then  began 
to  blame  their  generals  again ;  both  because,  on  the  former  oc- 
casion, the  Lacedaemonians,  when  fairly  caught  near  Argos, 
had  been  suflfered  to  escape  ;  and  now,  when  they  were  run- 
ning away,  no  one  pursued  them  ;  but  with  perfect  quiet  the 
enemy  were  saving  themselves,  while  they  were  being  be- 
trayed. The  generals,  then,  were  at  the  moment  confounded, 
but  afterward  they  led  them  off  from  the  hill,  and  having  ad- 
vanced on  to  the  plain,  pitched  their  camp,  with  the  intention 
of  advancing  against  the  enemy. 

66.  The  next  day  the  Argives  and  their  allies  formed  their 
line  as  they  intended  to  engage,  should  they  fall  in  with  their 

'  Though  it  is  true,  as  Arnold  ohserv^es,  that  neither  {3orf6ovvT€tCt  nor 
the  participle  in  the  other  passages  quoted  by  Poppo,  is,  strictly  speak- 
ing, a  present  put  for  a  future ;  yet  the  full  meaning  of  those  participles 
appears  to  be  most  naturally  conveyed  m  English  by  the  sign  of  the 
future,  since  they  are  expressive  of  intention ;  a  force  which  the  present 
indicative  frequently  has,  and  which  might  therefore  be  expected  in  the 
participle  aa  well.  For  other  instances  of  it  in  Thucydides,  compare  II. 
65.  8,  did  Td  fti)  KTUfievog  i^  ov  izpoarjitovTuv  rrjv  dvvcuiiv  irpd^  iidovtjv  re 
^iyeiv,  r\r.  61.  1,  XP^  '''^  f^^  irpoai^KovTa  imKTcjfievovg  fidXXov  jJ  rd 
holjua  PMiTTOvrac  ivftfidxovg  re  irdyeadaif  k,  t,  A. 
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opponents;  and  the  LacedBemoniaDs,  on  going  back  again 
from  the  water  to  the  temple  of  Hercules,  into  their  old  en- 
campment, see  the  enemy  at  a  shoct  distance  from  them,  all 
by  this  time  in  order  of  battle,  and  advanced  from  the  hill. 
The  Lacedaemonians,  then,  were  on  this  occasion  in  the  greatest 
ponstemation  they  had  ever  experienced  within  their  memory. 
For  their  preparations  had  to  be  made  on  a  short  notice  ;  and 
immediately  they  fell  into  their  ranks  in  a  hurry,  Agis,  their 
king,  giving  all  orders,  according  to  the  law.  For  when  a 
king  is  at  the  head  of  an  army,  all  commands  are  ^ven  by 
him ;  and  he  communicates  to  the  polemarchs  what  is  to  be 
done,  they  to  the  lochagiy  those  to  the  penteconterSy  these 
again  to  the  enomotarchs,  and  these  to  their  enomoty ;  and 
thus  their  orders,  whatever  they  wish  to  be  done,  pass  in  the 
same  manner,  and  quickly  reach  the  troops ;  for  pretty  nearly 
all  the  army  of  the  Lacedaemonians,  a  small  portion  excepted, 
are  oflScers  over  oflScers ;  and  to  attend  to  what  is  going  on, 
is  a  duty  incumbent  on  many. 

67.  On  that  occasion  the  Sciritae  formed  their  left  wing; 
who  alone  of  the  Lacedaemonians  have  always  that  post 
by  themselves.  Next  to  them  were  the  soldiers  who  had 
served  with  Brasidas  in  Thrace,  and  the  Neodamodes  with 
them.  Then  came  the  Lacedaemonians  themselves,  with 
their  lochi  posted  one  after  the  other;  by  their  side  the 
Arcadians  of  Heraea ;  after  them  the  Maenalians ;  and  on  the 
right  wing  the  Tegeans,  with  a  few  of  the  Lacedaemonians 
holding  the  extreme  position.  Their  cavalry  was  posted  on 
each  wing.  The  Lacedaemonians,  then,  were  drawn  up  in 
this  way.  On  the  side  of  their  opponents,  their  right  wing 
was  occupied  by  the  Mantineans,  because  the  action  was  to  be 
fought  in  their  country ;  and  by  their  side  were  ih^  Arcadian 
allies.  Then  came  the  thousand  picked  men  of  the  Argives, 
for  whom  the  state  had  for  a  long  time  furnished  at  the  public 
expense  a  course  of  training  in  military  matters ;  next  to  them 
the  other  Argives ;  and  after  these,  their  allies  the  Cleonaeans 
and  Omeans ;  then  the  Athenians,  holding  the  extreme  left;, 
and  their  own  cavalry  with  them. 

68.  Such  was  the  order  of  battle,  and  the  preparation  on 
both  sides.  The  army  of  the  Lacedaemonians  appeared  the 
larger  of  the  two ;  but  as  for  stating  any  number,  either  of 
the  several  divisions  on  each  side,  or  of  their  collective  force. 
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I  could  not  do  it  with  accuracy.  For  the  number  of  the 
Lacedaemonians,  on  account  of  the  secrecy  of  their  govern- 
ment, was  not  known ;  and  what  of  the  others,  in  consequence 
of  men's  natural  tendency  to  boasting  with  regard  to  their  own 
numbers,  was  regarded  with  distrust.  From  the  following 
mode  of  calculating,  however,  one  may  see  the  number  of 
Lacedaemonians  that  was  present  on  that  occasion.  There 
were  engaged  in  the  battle  seven  lochi,  exclusive  of  the  Sci- 
ritae,  who  amounted  to  six  hundred ;  and  in  each  lochtis  there 
were  four  pentecostt/es,^  and  in  the  pentecosty  four  enomotice. 
In  the  first  rank  of  the  enomoty  there  were  four  fightine  men. 
In  depth,^  though  they  had  not  all  been  drawn  up  alie,  but 
as  each  lochagus  chose,  they  took  their  position  on  the  field 
uniformly  eight  deep.  And  thus,  along  the  whole  line,  the 
first  rank  consisted  of  four  hundred  and  forty-eight  men, 
besides  the  Sciritae. 

69.  When  they  were  now  on  the  point  of  engaging,  the 
foUowirig  admonitions  were  then  severally  addressed  to  Uiem 
by  their  own  generals.  To  the  Mantineans,  that  the  battle 
would  be  fought  for  their  country,  and  to  decide  on  the  (ques- 
tion of  empire  and  slavery — that  they  might  not  be  depnved 
of  the  former  after  tasting  it,  and  might  avoid  again  tasting 
the  latter.  To  the  Argives,  that  they  would  fight  for  their 
original  supremacy,  and  not  to  brook  being  forever  deprived 
of  their  former  equal  share  of  the  Peloponnese ;  and  at  the 
same  time  to  avenge  themselves  on  men  who  were  their  ene- 
mies, and  near  ones  too,  for  many  acts  of  injustice.  To  the 
Athenians,  that  fighting  as  they  were  in  concert  with  many 

*  "  The  regular  complement  of  the  enomotia  was  twenty-four  men,  be- 
sides its  captain ;  the  pentecosty  was  composed  of  two  enomotiss,  and  the 
lochusof  two  pentecostyes." — Arnold.  See  his  whole  note  on  this  passage. 

2  As  the  number  of  the  ranks  must  have  depended  on  that  of  the  files, 
and  have  been  the  same  throughout  the  army,  if  that  were^  or  have  dif- 
fered, because  that  did ;  it  is  evident  that  any  change  which  the  com- 
mander-in-chief might  have  made  in  the  previous  dispositions  of  the 
several  lochagi,  must  have  affected  the  breadth  of  the  ranks  as  well  as 
the  depth  of  the  files,  though  the  latter  only  is  mentioned,  or  rather  im- 
plied, by  our  author.  The  supposition  of  such  a  change  is  warranted  by 
the  variation  in  the  tenses  of  the  verbs ;  and  is  the  only  way  of  solving 
the  difficulty  noticed  by  Dobree— that  the  depth  of  the  line  in  each 
lochus  appears  to  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  its  commander,  even  after 
the  number  of  men  in  the  front  rank  of  all  of  them  has  been  said  to 
have  been  uniformly  four ;  though  after  this  had  once  been  settled,  the 
other  must,  of  course,  have  been  no  less  uniform.    See  Poppo's  note. 
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brave  allies,  it  was  a  glorious  thing  for  them  to  show  them^ 
selves  inferior  to  none;  and  that  by  defeating  the  Lacedse^ 
monians  in  the  Peloponnese,  they  would  enjoy  their  empire 
more  securely,  and  to  a  greater  extent,  while  no  one  else  would 
ever  march  against  their  country.  To  the  Argives  and  their 
allies  such  were  the  admonitions  that  were  addressed.  The 
Lacedaemonians,  on  the  other  hand,  both  individually  among 
themselves,  and  with  their  national  warnsongs,  exhorted  one 
another,  as  brave  men,  to  remember  yivhai  mey  had  learned 
before ;  knowing  that  actual  training  for  a  long  time  previous 
was  of  more  benefit  than  a  brief  verbal  exhortation,  however 
well  expressed. 

YO.  After  this  the  conflict  commenced ;  the  Argives  and 
their  allies  advancing  with  haste  saxd  impetuosity ;  the  Lace- 
daemonians slowly,  and  to  the  music  of  many  flute-playem^ 
placed  among  them  according  to  custom,  not  with  a  religious 
object,  but  that  thejr  might  advance  evenly,  stepping  in  time, 
and  so  that  their  line  might  not  be  broken,  a  thing  which 
large  armies  are  apt  to  do  in  their  approaches  to  an  enemy. 

11,  While  they  were  yet  closing  in  battle,  King  Agis  re- 
solved to  execute  a  maneuver,  as  follows.  All  armies,  on  going 
into  battle,  are  forced  out  too  much  on  their  right  wing ;  be- 
cause the  men,  in  their  fear,  each  shelter,  as  far  as  possible, 
their  exposed  side  with  the  shield  of  the  man  who  is  posted 
next  to  them  on  the  right,  and  think  that  the  closer  they  are 
locked  together,  the  more  eflfectually  they  are  protected.  The 
man  who  primarily  gives  occasion  to  tnis  is  he  who  stands 
first  on  the  right  wing,  through  wishing  continually  to  .with- 
draw from  the  enemy  his  own  unarmed  side;  and  the  rest 
follow  him  under  the  influence  of  the  same  fear.  And  so,  on 
that  occasion,  the  Mantineans  reached  with  their  wing  far 
beyond  the  Sciritae,  and  the  Lacedaemonians  and  Tegeans  fiir- 
ther  still  beyond  the  Athenians,  inasmuch  as  their  army  was 
larger  than  theirs.  Agis  therefore,  being  afraid  that  their  left 
might  be  surrounded,  and  thinking  that  the  Mantineans  were 
extendiiig  too  far  beyond  it,  gave  orders  for  the  Sciritae  and 
Brasidean  soldiers  to  advance  from  their  position  with  a  part 
of  their  number,  and  equalize  their  line  to  that  of  the  Man- 
tineans; while  into  the  void  thus  created  he  ordered  Hip- 
ponoidas  and  Aristocles,  two  of  the  polemarchs,  to  move  over 
from  the  right  wing  with  their  lockiy  and  by  throwing  them- 
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selves  into  it  to  fill  it  up ;  thinking  that  their  own  right  would 
still  .have  an  abundance  of  strength,  and  that  the  line  opposite 
the  Muitineans  would  be  formed  the  more  firmly. 

72.  Now  as  he  gave  these  orders  at  the  very  moment  of  the 
charge,  and  on  a  sudden,  the  consequence  was,  that  Aristocles 
and  Hipponoidas  would  not  move  on  (they  were  for  this  offense 
afterward  banished  from  Sparta,  being  thought  to  have  shown 
cowardice),  and  that  so  the  enemy  closed  with  them  before 
any  thing  could  be  done ;  and  moreover,  that  when  he  ordered 
the  Sciritae  to  rejoin  their  comrades,  since  the  lochi  did  not 
move  on  to  their  support,  neither  could  these  now  fill  up  the 
line.  But  when  the  Lacedaemonians  were  most  decidedly  and 
in  every  respect  beaten  in  point  of  skill,  at  that  very  time 
they  proved  themselves  no  less  superior  in  point  of  courage.* 
For  when  they  had  come  to  close  quarters  with  their  opponents, 
though  the  right  wing  of  the  Mantineans  broke  their  Sciritan 
and  Brasidean  corps,  and  the  Mantineans  and  their  allies,  with 
the  thousand  picked  men  of  the  Argives,  rushing  in  through 
the  open  and  unclosed  part  of  the  line,  cut  up  the  Lacedaemo- 
nians, having  surrounded  and  broken  them,  and  drove  them 
to  the  baggage  wagons,  and  killed  some  of  the  veterans 
who  were  posted  as  a  guard  over  them :  though  in  this  part 
of  the  field,  I  say,  me  Lacedaemonians  were  worsted,  yet 
with  the  rest  of  their  forces,  and  especially  the  center, 
where  was  King  Agis,  and  around  him  the  three  hundred 
horsemen,  as  they  are  called,*  they  fell  on  the  veterans  of  the 
Argives,  and  what  are  named  the  five  lochij  with  the 
Cleonaeans,  the  Omeans,  and  those  of  the  Athenians  who  were 
posted  next  to  them,  and  put  them  to  flight ;  the  majority  not 
having  even  waited  to  dose^  with  them,  but  having,  on  the 
approach  of  the  Lacedaemonians,  immediately  given  way,  and 
some  of  them  having  been  even  trodden  under  foot,  in  their 
hurry  to  avoid  being  anticipated  and  overtaken.* 

1  Or,  "  proved  that  it  was  mainly  through  their  courage  that  they  won 
the  victory." 

*  "  He  adds  Kayiovfievoiy  because,  though  caUed  horsemen,  they  wero 
roally  i&fantry.  The  actual  cavalry  wero  on  the  wings,  as  had  been  al- 
ready stated,  ch.  6t.  1.  These  *  three  hundred  horsemen,'  as  they  were 
caUed,  were  originally,  we  may  suppose,  so  many  chiefe,  who  fought 
round  their  king,  not  on  foot,  but  in  their  chariots ;  this  being  the  early 
sense  of  Innevg  and  lirnuTfjCi  as  we  find  from  Homer." — Arnold, 

•  Literally,  "that  the  overtaking  might  not  anticipate  them."    For 
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73.  When  tlio  army  of  the  Argives  and  their  allies  had 
given  way  on  this  side,  their  line  was  now  broken  off  both 
ways  ;*  while  at  the  same  time  the  right  wing  of  the  Lacedae- 
monians and  Tegeans  was  surrounding  the  Athenians  with  the 
troops  which  outflanked  them,  and  they  were  encompassed 
with  danger  on  both  sides,  as  they  were  being  surrounded  on 
one,  and  were  already  beaten  on  the  other.  Indeed  they  would, 
have  suffered  most  severely  of  all  the  army,  if  the  presence  of 
their  cavalry  had  not  been  of  service  to  them.  It  happened 
too,  that  Agis,  on  perceiving  the  Lacedaemonian  left  wing, 
which  was  opposed  to  the  Martineans  and  the  thousand  Ar- 
gives, to  be  hard  pressed,  gave  orders  for  the  whole  army  to 
advance  to  the  support  of  the  division  which  was  being  de- 
feated. And  when  this  was  done,  the  Athenians  meanwhile, 
as  the  enemy's  forces  passed  on,  and  withdrew  from  them, 
escaped  at  their  leisure,  and  with  them  the  beaten  division  of 
the  Argives.  The  Mantineans  and  their  allies,  on  the  other 
hand,  and  the  picked  men  of  the  Argives,  were  no  longer  dis- 
posed to  press  on  their  adversaries ;  but  seeing  their  own  side 
defeated,  and  the  Lacedaemonians  advancing  against  them, 
they  took  to  flight.  And  of  the  Mantineans  many  were  slain, 
but  of  the  picked  Argives  the  great  majority  escaped.  However, 
the  flight  and  retreat  were  not  hard  pressed,  nor  to  any  great 
distance ;  for  though  the  Lacedaemonians,  until  they  have 
routed  their  enemies,  fight  for  a  long  time,  and  stubbornly,  as 
regards  standing  their  ground;  yet  when  they  have  routed 
them,  they  pursue  but  for  a  short  time  and  for  a  little  distance, 

74.  Of  such  a  character  then,  and  answering  as  nearly  as 
possible  to  this  description,  was  the  battle — the  greatest  that 
had  occurred  for  a  very  long  time  among  the  Greeks,  and 
fought  by  the  most  considerable*  states.     The  Lacedaemonians, 

the  different  explanations  of  this  very  doubtful  expression,  see  Poppo's 
or  Arnold's  note.  I  have  followed  Heilman  and  Haack  in  considering 
T^v  iyKaTdTititlJiv  as  the  subject  of  <j>6jjvat  (though  it  is,  what  Poppo  calls 
it,  *'  durior  explanatio") ;  because  in  every  other  instance  that  I  have 
observed,  in  which  Thucydides  uses  the  article  tov  with  an  infinitive, 
whether  with  fir^  or  without  it,  it  expresses  purpose,  and  not  effect,  or 
cause.  See  L4;  n.4  2;  32.  1;  V.  27.  2.;  VIII.  14  1;  39.4.  The 
only  one  of  these  passages  which  might  seem  an  exception  to  what  has 
been  stated,  is  the  second;  and  that  is  not  really  one,  if  tov  fi.^  iK<pevyei.» 
be  joined  with  (Jiwxovrof,  as  Poppo  takes  it 

»  "  ».  ft,  by  one  part  of  it  having  advanced  beyond  it  to  pursue  the  ene- 
my and  by  another  part  having  been  beaten  back  behind  it" — Arnold, 
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after  piling  their  arms  in  front  of  the  enemy's  dead,  immedi- 
ately erected  a  trophy,  and  stripped  the  slain  ;  and  taking  up 
their  own  dead  carried  them  back  to  Tegea,  where  they  were 
buried,  while  they  restored  the  enemy's  under  truce.  There 
were  killed,  of  tlie  Argives,  Omeans,  and  Cleonseans,  seven 
hundred;  of  t^e  Mantineans,  two  hundred;  and  the  same 
number  of  the  Athenians  including  the  -^E^netans,  with 
their  generals.  On  the  side  of  the  Lacedaemonians,  the  allies 
did  not  suflfer  to  such  an  extent  that  any  number  worth  men- 
tioning were  killed ;  and  of  themselves  it  was  diflficult  to  learn 
the  truth,  but  about  three  hundred  were  said  to  have  Men. 

76.  Now  when  the  engagement  was  about  to  take  place, 
Fleistoanax  also,  the  other  king,  set  out  to  their  aid  with  those 
who  were  above  and  below  the  usual  age  for  service,  and 
reached  as  far  as  Tegea,  but  went  back  again  on  hearing  of 
the  victory.  The  Lacedaemonians  sent,  too,  and  turned  back 
the  allies  from  Corinth  and  from  beyond  the  Isthmus ;  and 
having  themselves  returned  and  dismissed  their  allies,  they 
kept  the  festival  (for  it  happened  to  be  the  time  of  their 
Carnea).  And  the  imputations  which  at  that  time  were  urged 
against  them  by  the  Greeks,  both  on  the  score  of  cowardice  in 
consequence  of  their  disaster  in  the  island,  and  of  their  bad 
management  and  dilatoriness  in  other  respects,  they  wiped  out 
by  this  one  action;  having  been,  as  was  now  thought,  re- 
duced by  fortune,  but  still  the  same  men  at  heart. 

Now  the  day  before  this  battle  it  also  happened  that  the 
Epidaurians  with  all  their  forces  invaded  tiie  Argive  terri- 
tory, and  cut  oflf  in  great  numbers,  when  they  came  out  to  give 
them  battle,  those  of  the  Argives  who  were  left  behind  to  keep 
guard.  Moreover,  when  three  thousand  of  the  Elean  heavy- 
armed  had  come  after  the  battle  to  the  succor  of  the  Manti- 
neans, aad  a  thousand  Athenians  in  addition  to  their  former 
force,  all  these  allies  at  once  marched  against  Epidaurus, 
while  the  Lacedaemonians  were  keeping  the  Carnea;  and 
dividing  the  work  between  them,  they  began  a  wall  of  circum- 
vallation  round  the  city.  And  tiiough  the  rest  aban4oned  the 
work,  the  Athenians  finished  it  round  the  promontory  called 
the  Heraeum,  the  part  which  had  been  assigned  to  them.  And 
having  all  joined  in  leaving  a  garrison  in  this  fortress,  they  re- 
turned to  their  several  cities.     And  so  the  summer  ended. 

76.  At  the  beginning  of  the  following  winter,  the  Laoedae- 
16 
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inoniaDs,  after  they  had  celebrated  the  Camean  festival,  im- 
mediately took  the  field;  and  on  arriving  at  Tegea,  sent  on 
to  Argos  proposals  for  an  accommodation.  For  there  had 
been  there  previously  a  party  in  their  interest^  and  desirous  of 
putting  down  the  democracy  at  Argos ;  and  since  the  battle 
had  been  fought,  they  were  much  better  able  tt)  persuade  the 
people  at  large  to  the  proposed  arrangement.  Their  wish 
was,  after  first  concluding  a  treaty  with  the  Lacedaemonians, 
then,  in  the  second  place,  to  enter  into  alliance  with  them; 
and  so  at  length  to  attack  the  democracy.  :  Accordingly,  there 
came  from  the  Lacedaemonians  to  Argos,  Lichas,  son  of  Arcesi*- 
laus,  who  was  proxenus  for  ihe  Argives,  bearing  two  pro- 
posals, one  as  to  the  mode  in  whi(^  they  should  carry  on 
hostilities,  if  they  preferred  it;  the  other,  as  ia  the  footing  on 
which  they  should  remain  at  peace,  if  they  preferred  that« 
And  after  there  bad  been  much  controversy  on  the  subject 
(for  Aldbiades  also  happened  to  be  present),  the  party  who  ne* 
gotiated  for  the  Lacedaemonians,  and  who  now  ventured  to  do 
so  openly,  prevailed  on  the  Argives  to  accept  the  proposal  foj 
an  accommodation ;  which  was  to  this  effect : 

77.  ^^It  seems  good  to  the  assembly  of  the  Lacedaemonians 
to  enter  into  agreement  with  the  Argives  on  the  following 
conditions : — That  they  shall  restore  their  children  to  the 
Orchomenians,  their  men  to  the  Maenalians,  said  the  men  de- 
posited at  Mantinea.  to  the  Lacedaemonians.  That  they  shall 
evacuate  Epidaurus,  and  demolish:  their  fortification  there : 
and  that  if  the  Athenians  do  not  witlidraw  from  Epidaurus, 
they  shall  be  declared  enemies  ta  the  Argives  and  Lacedae- 
monians, with  the  allies  of  both  those  states.-^That  if  the 
Lacedaemonians  have  any  children  in  their  custody,  they  shidl 
restore  them  to  all  the  states^— ^That  with  respect  to  the  ofSsr- 
ing  to  tiie  god,  the  E^idaurians  shall  be  at  liberty  to  take  an 
oath  on  the  subject,  and  that  the  Argives  shall  allow  them  to 
do  so.*— ITiat  the  states  in  the  Pebponncse,  both  small  and 
great,  shall  be  all  independent,  according  to  the  institutions  of 
their  fethers.— That  if  aiiy  of  those  beyond  Hie  Peloponnese 
come  i^ilist  Ae  Peloponncsian  territory  widi  evil  intent^ 
they  shall  repel  the  invader  by  common  counsel,'  on    such 

1  elfiev  ?.^i'.] .  For  the  various  conjectures  as  to  the  true  reading  in  this 
passage,  see  Poppo. 

2  ufioSt.']  Or,  as  Arnold  takes  it,  after  Bredow,  '*  any  where."  . 
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terms  as  shall  seem  most  just  for  the  Pelopomiesians. — ^That 
whatever  people  out  of  the  Pelopomiese  are  allies  of  the  Lace- 
daemonians, they  shall  stand  on  the  same  footing  as  the  allies  of 
the  Lacedaem(Hiians  and  of  the  Argives,  retaining  their  own  pos- 
sessions.— ^That  the  contractiBg  parties  shall  show  these  con- 
ditions to  the  'allies,  and  enter  into  agreement  with  them,  if 
they  seem  satisfiactory  to  them ;  but  that  if  any  thing  else 
seem  good  to  the  allies  they  shall  send  them  away  home." 

78.  This  proposal  the  Argives  in  the  first  place  accepted, 
and  the  army  of  the  Lacedaemonians  returned  home  from 
Tegea.  Afterward,  when  intercourse  with  each  other  was 
now  held  by  them,  not  long  subsequently  the  same  party 
again  contriyed  that  the  Argives  should  renounce  their  al- 
liance with  the  Mantineans,  Eleans,  and  Athenians  and  con- 
clude a  treaty  and  alliance  with  the  Lacedaemonians;  which 
were  to  this  ^ect : 

79.  "The  following  are  the  terms  on  which  it  seemed  good 
to  the  Lacedaemonians  and  Argives  that  a  treaty  and  alliance 
should  be  concluded  betwe^i  them  for  ^y  years. — ^That  they 
shall  afford  to  each  other  judicial  decision  of  differences,  on 
fair  and  equal  terms,  according  to  the  institutions  of  their 
fg,thers. — ^That  the  other  states  in  the  Peloponnese  shall  par- 
ticipate in  this  treaty  and  alliance,  as  independent  and  self- 
governed,  retaining  their  own  possessions,  and  aflfording  fair 
and  equal  judicial  decisions,  according  to  the  institutions  of 
their  mthers. — ^That  whatever  people  out  of  the  Peloponnese 
are  allies  of  the  Lacedaemonians,  they  shall  stand  on  the  same 
footing  as  the  LacedaemcNpdans,  and  the  allies  of  the  Ar^ves  on 
the  same  footing  as  the  Aigives,  retaining  their  own  posses- 
sions.— ^That  if  a  cornmon  expedition  to  any  quarter  should  be 
required,  the  Lacedaemonians  and  Argives  snail  consult  upon 
it,  deciding  as  may  be  most  just  for  the  allies.— ^That  if  any  of 
the  states,  either  in   the  Peloponnese  or  out  of  it,  have  any 

1  ^fiSaXeadai.']  Bloomfield  supposes  "  the  allies"  to  bo  the  subject  of 
this  infinitive ;  but  it  surely  must  be  the  parties  to  which  imdei^avTag 
refers.  The  same  parties  must  also  be  the  subject  of  dmdX?,eiv  in  the 
following  sentence :  but  their  object  in  thus  sending  them  away  is  doubt- 
fol;  whether  it  was  that  the  embassadors  might  consult  their  govern- 
ments on  the  objections  they  had  made  to  the  treaty ;  or,  that  they  might 
not,  by  their  intrigues,  attempt  to  unsettle  the  relations  between  Argoa 
and  Lacedsemon.  The  latter  appears  to  me  more  accordant  with  th« 
brief  and  sununary.  expression,  oUad*  dmd^^eiv. 
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points  of  dispute,  whether  concerning  their  borders  or  any- 
thing else,  they  shall  be  judicially  decided.' — ^That  if  any  of 
the  allied  states  should  have  a  quarrel  with  another,  they  shall 
have  recourse  to  the  arbitration  of  whatever  third  state  may 
be  thought  impartial  by  both.— That  the  private  citizens  in 
each  state  shall  have  their  causes  tried  according  to  the  institu- 
tions of  their  fathers." 

80.  This  then  was  the  treaty  and  alliance  that  was  con- 
cluded ;  and  whatever  belonging  to  each  other  they  had  taken 
in  the  war,  or  whatever  other  ground  of  diflference  existed 
between  them,  they  came  to  a  settlement  of  all  such  mat- 
ters. And  as  they  now  arranged  their  measures  in  concert, 
they  adopted  a  resolution  not  to  receive  any  herald  or  em- 
bassy from  the  Athenians,  unless  they  withdrew  from  the 
Peloponnese,  and  evacuated  their  forts ;  and  neither  to  make 
peace  nor  carry  on  war  with  any  except  conjointly.  And 
besides  conducting  their  other  measures  with  vehemence, 
they  both  of  them  sent  embassadors  to  the  Thraceward 
towns,  and  to  Perdiccas,  whom  they  persuaded  to  join  their 
league.  He  did  not,  however,  immediately  separate  from  the 
Athenians,  but  purposed  doing  so,  because  he  saw  that  the 
Argives  had  also ;  for  he  himself  was  originally  from  Argos. 
They  likewise  renewed  their  former  oaths  with  the  Chalcidi- 
ans,  and  bound  themselves  by  new  ones.  Moreover,  the 
Argives  sent  embassadors  to  the  Athenians,  commanding 
them  to  evacuate  their  fortress  in  Epidaurus.  They  therefore, 
seeing  themselves  to  be  but  few  against  many  who  had  joined  in 
garrisoning  it,  sent  Demosthenes  to  lead  their  men  out  of  it ; 
who  having  arrived,  and  instituted,  by  way  of  pretext,  a 
gymnastic  contest  outside  the  fortress,  when  the  rest  of  the 
garrison  had  gone  out,  shut  the  gates  upon  them.  After- 
ward, having  renewed  their  treaty  with  the  Epidaurians,  the 
Athenians  by  themselves  gave  up  the  fortress. 

81.  Subsequent  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  Argives  from  the 
confederacy,  the  Mantineans,  after  first  holding  out,  and  then 

1  SiaKptd^fiev.  Or,  as  Arnold  takes  it,  simply  "  brought  to  an  issue," 
of  whatever  kind  it  might  be.  Poppo  agrees  with  Bloomfield  that  only 
an  appeal  to  legal  principles  is  here  intended  by  the  word ;  but  observes 
that  it  is  a  less  definite  term  than  ic  'ttoXlv — tWelv,  the  method  pre- 
scribed when  both  the  contending  states  were  members  of  the  leagues ; 
as  including  the  decisions,  not  only  of  a  third  state,  but  also  of  the 
Delphian  oracle,  the  Amphictyons,  and  of  individual  referees. 
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finding  themselves  unable  to  do  so  without  the  Aigives,  came 
to  terms  on  their  part  also  with  the  Lacedsemonians,  and  relin- 
quished their  sovereignty  over  the  cities.*  And  now  the  La- 
cedaemonians and  Argives,  each  a  thousand  strong,  took  the 
field  together,  and  the  Lacedaemonians  by  themselves  went  and 
put  the  government  of  Sicyon  into  the  hands  of  a  smaller  num- 
ber than  before,  and  then  both  of  them  together  also  put  down 
the  democracy  at  Argos,  an  oligarchy  being  established,  in  ao 
cordance  with  the  interests  of  the  Lacedaemonians.  These 
things  occurred  at  the  close  of  the  winter,  when  spring  was  now 
near  at  hand ;  and  so  ended  the  fourteenth  year  of  the  war. 

82.  The  following  summer,  the  inhabitants  of  Dium  on 
Athos  revolted  from  the  Athenians  to  the  Chalcidians;  and 
the  Lacedsemonians  settled  the  affiurs  of  Achaia,  which  be- 
fore had  not  been  suitable  to  their  views.  And  now  the  com- 
mons party  at  Argos  gradually  combining  and  recovering 
their  spirits,  made  an  attack  upon  the  oligarchical  party,  hav- 
ing watched  their  opportunity,  when  it  was  just  i^e  time  of 
the  Lacedaemonian  Gymnopaediae.  And  a  battle  having  been 
fought  in  the  city,  the  commons  gained  the  victory,  and  slew 
some  of  them,  and  banished  others.  The  Lacedaemonians, 
while  their  friends  had  been  sending  for  them  a  long  time  be- 
fore, did  not  go.;  but  at  length  put  off  the  Gymnopaediae,  and 
marched  to  their  aid.  On  hearing  at  Tegea  that  the  oligarchi- 
cal party  had  been  defeated,  they  would  not  advance  any  fur- 
ther, though  entreated  by  those  who  had  escaped ;  but  returned 
home,  and  kept  the  Gymnopaediae.  Afterward,  when  embas- 
sadors had  come  both  from  ^e  Argives  in  the  city  and  from 
those  driven  out  of  it,*  and  when  the  allies  also  were  present, 
and  much  had  been  said  on  both  sides,  they  decided  that  the 
party  in  the  city  were  in  the  wrong,  and  resolved  to  march 
against  Argos;  but  much  delay  and  procrastination  ensued. 
Li  the  mean  time  the  commons  at  Argos  were  afraid  of  the 
Lacedaemonians,  and  as  they  courted  the  alliance  of  Athens 
again,  and  thought  that  it  woidd  be  of  the  greatest  service  to  them, 
they  built  long  walls  to  the  sea ;  that  if  they  should  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  use  of  the  land,  the  importation  of  things  by 

*  i.  c,  their  subject  allies,  mentioned  ch.  33.  58.  1,  and  elsewhere. 

2  ViyyeAwr.]  Bekker,  Poppo,  and  Arnold  all  think  this  word  corrupt ; 
while  Groller  understands  by  it  a  party  in  Argos  who  were  in  constant 
communication  with  Sparta:  but  surely  that  is  a  very  forced  interpretation. 
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sea,  througk  tke  help  of  the  Athenians^  mi^t  be  of  benefit  to 
"them.  Some  of  the  cities  in  the  Pek^nnese  were  also  privy 
4o  l^eir  building  these  walls.  The  Argives  therefore  were 
engaged  in  the  wc»rk  with  all  their  population,  themselves,  their 
wives,  and  their  slaves;  while  there  camo  to  them  from  Athens 
<»rpenters  and  stone-masons.    And  so  the  sommer  ended. 

83.  The  following  winter,  when  the  Lacedaemonians 'were 
ftware  of  th^r  building  the  walls,  they  marched  against  Argoa, 
hoGi  themselves  and  their  allies,  excepting  the  Oorinthians ; 
communications  being  also  held  with  them  fro!m  Aigos  itself^ 
The  leader  of  the  army  was  Agis,  son  of  Arohidamus,  king  o^ 
the  Lacedaemonians.  With  regard,  then,  to  the  advantages 
which  they  thought  they  had  secured  in  the  city  itself 
nothing  more  came  of  them ;  but  the  walls  that  were  being 
built,  uiej  took  and  demolished.  And  having  taken  Hysise,  a 
town  in  the  Argive  territory,  and  put  to  the  sword  all  the 
free-men  they  got  into  then*  hands,  they  returned  and  dis^ 
persed  to  their  respective  cities.  Affcer  this,  the  Argives,  in 
their  turn,  marched  against  the  Phliasian  country,  and  laid  it 
waste  before  they  returned,  because  they  harborod  their 
exiles ;  for  the  greater  part  of  them  had  settled  there.    The^ 

^  An  the  editors  agree  in  thinking  different  parts  ojf  this  sentence  oor- 
rapt,  and  propose  various  emendations  of  it ;  but  none  of  them,  in  my 
Lumble  opinion,  has  struck  at  the  root  of  the  evil,  which  lies,  I  think,  in 
the  verb  KareKXyaav.  The  idea  of  the  Athenians  '^blockading*'  a  whole 
country  so  extensive  as  Macedonia  appears  too  extravagant  to  be  ad- 
mitted ;  particularly  as  no  proof  is  adduced  of  KaraKXeietv  being  ever 
used  in  such  a  sense ;  but  it  always  refers  to  men  being  "  shut  up"  in 
particular  j)2a<;es.  Until  Bloomfield  therefore  brings  forward  an  instance 
of  its  bemg  so  employed,  iie  must  not  assume  that  his  reading  of  the 
passage  "  yields  an  excellent  sense,  and  one  not  open  to  any  well-found- 
ed objection."  Kriiger's  conjecture  Karehjtaav  would  suit  the  passage 
admirably ;  but  Poppo  observes  that  the  active  form  of  the  compound 
verb  is  never  used,  and  that  the  simple  verb  would  bo  going  too  far  from 
the  traces  oOho  common  text  To  rectify  this  evil,  I  venture  to  propose 
Kol  dX^laav ;  retaining  "hLaKedoviac  bs  a  partitive  genitive,  and  adopting 
Goller's  punctuation  and  reading  of  UepdiKKa ;  so  that  the  whole  passage 
would  run  thus:  Kat  ili^iaav  6^  rov  avrov  x^i-f^dvo^  koI  f/iaKedoviag 
^XdTjvaioif  UepdtKKf^  knUaX.  k.  t.  X.  Though  dk  after  xal  is  not  used  so 
frequently  by  Thucydides  as  by  Xenophon  and  some  other  writers,  it 
occurs  in  three  other  places,  if  not  more ;  namely,  I.  132.  2 ;  II.  36.  1 ; 
and  YIL  66.  3,  at  the  beginning  of  a  paragraph  in  the  last  instance,  in  a 
manner  exactly  similar  to  what  is  proposed  here.  Kal  f/v  6^  d^ioc  6 
dyCitu  Kara  re  ravra^  /c  r.  A.  I  may  add,  that  this  reading  is  perhaps 
confirmed  by,  or  at  any  rate  agrees  very  well  with,  the  next  notice  we 
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Athenians  ravaged,  too,  during  the  same  winter  a  ffart  of  Ma- 
cedonia also,  charging  Ferdiocas  with  the  league  be  had  entered 
into  with  the  Argives  and  Lacedaemonians ;  and  with  the  fact 
that  when  they  had  prepared  to  lead  an  army  against  the 
Thraceward  Ohalcidians  and  Amphipolis,  under  the  conmiand 
of  iN'icias  son  of  Niceratus,  he  had  proved  Mse  to  bis  allies, 
and  the  armament  was  chiefly  broken  up  in  consec^uence  of 
his  having  deserted  the  cause.  He  was  there£[>re  proclaimed 
an  enemy.  And  thus  the  winter  ended,  and  the  fifteenth  year 
of  the  war. 

84.  The  next  summer,  Alcibiades  sailed  to  Argos  with 
twenty  ships,  and  seized  three  hundred  men,  who  were  still 
thought  to  be  suspicious  characters,  and  to  fevor  the  cause  of 
the  Lacedaemonians ;  and  these  the  Athenians  deposited  in  the 
neighboring  islands  within  their  dominions.  The  Athenians 
also  undertook  an  expedition  against  the  island  of  Melos,  with 
thirty  ships  of  their  own,  six  of  the  Chians,  two  of  the  Lesbi- 
ans, sixteen  hundred  of  their  own  heavy-armed,  three  hun- 
dred bowmen,  twenty  mounted  archers,  and  about  five  thou- 
sand five  hundred  heavy-armed  of  the  allies  and  the  islanders. 
Now  the  Meliand  are  a  colony  of  the  Lacedsemonians,  and 
would  ttot  submit  to  the  Athenians,  like  the  rest  of  the  island- 
ers, but  at  first  remained  quiet  as  neutrals,  and  then,  when 
the  Athenians  tried  to  compel  them  by  devastating  their  land, 
went  openly  to  war  with  them.  The  generals  therefore, 
Cleomedes  son  of  Lycomedes,  and  Tisias  son  of  Tlsinmchus, 
having  gone  and  encamped  in  their  territory  with  this  arma- 
ment,* before  injuring  any  part  of  the  land,  first  sent  em- 
bassadors to  hold  a  conference  with  them.  These  the  Mdians 
did  not  introduce  to  their  popular  assembly,  but  desired  them  to 
state  the  objects  of  their  mission  before  the  magistrates  and  the 
few.    The  embassadors  of  the  Athenians  then  spoke  as  foUows : 

85.  Ath.  "  Since  our  words  are  not  to  be  addijessed  to  your 
populace,  in-order  that  tbe  many  may  not  be  deceived,  for- 
sooth, by  hearing  at  once  in  one  continuous  oration  persua- 
sive and  irrefutable  arguments  (for  we  know  that  this  is  the 

have  of  Per^iccas,  VI.  T.  4,  where  it  is  again  mentioned  that  the  Athe- 
nians ixoKovpyovp  Tjjv  liepSiKKov, 

*  crrpaTOTredEvadfievot  kg  liiv  y^v.]  A  conoise  form  for  what  is  more 
liilly  expressed  by  dia^dvreg  iarpaTonedevoavTo^  VIII.  25. 1 ;  and  by 
KarairXevaavTeg  iarpaToiredevaavTOj  VIII.  19.  4, — Foppo. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


868  THUOTDIDES.  V.  [Lxxxvi.-Lxxzn: 

meaning  of  your  introducing  us  to  the  few),  do  ye  who  are  seated 
here  in  congress  pursue  a  still  more  cautious  method.  For  do 
not  ye,  either,  m^e  one  continuous  speech  on  the  several  topics, 
but  immediately  taking  us  up  at  whatever  does  not  appear  to 
be  advanced  in  accordance  with  your  interest,  decide  that  ques- 
tion. And  first  tell  us  if  you  are  pleased  with  what  we  pro- 
pose."   The  commissioners  of  the  Melians  made  this  reply : 

86.  Mel,  '^The  fairness  of  thus  calmly  instructing  each 
other  is  open  to  no  objection :  but  your  preparations  for  war, 
which  are  already  here,  and  not  merely  coming,  appear  to  be 
at  variance  with  it  For  we  see  that  you  are  come  to  be  your- 
selves judges  of  what  will  be  said ;  and  that  the  issue  of  the 
conference  will  in  all  probability  bring  Us  war,  if  we  are 
stronger  in  the  justice  of  our  cause,  and  therefore  refuse  to 
submit ;  or  slavery,  if  we  are  convinced  by  you." 

87.  Ath,  "  If  now  you  have  met  to  argue  upon  suspicions  of 
the  future,  or  to  do  any  thing  else  but  to  consult*  for  your 
country  with  a  view  to  its  preservation,  according  to  what  is 
present  and  before  your  eyes,  we  will  stop ;  but  if  for  this  ob- 
ject we  will  speak." 

88.  Mel,  "It  is  but  natural  and  pardonable  for  men  so 
circumstanced  to  have  recourse  to  many  things,  both  in  think- 
ing and  speaking.  However,  this  our  meeting  is  held  with  a 
view  to  our  preservation;  and  let  the  discussion  proceed,  if 
you  please,  in  the  way  which  you  propose." 

89.  Ath,  "We  then  shall  not  ourselves  advance  fiair  pre- 
tenses, either  of  our  justly  enjoying  empire  in  consequence  of 
having  overthrown  the  Mede,  or  of  now  coming  against  you 
because  we  are  being  injured — and  so  make  a  long  speech 
which  would  not  be  believed ;  nor  do  we  wish  you  to  think 
of  persuading  us  by  saying,  either  that  you  did  not  join  the 
standard  of  the  Lacedsemonians,  though  you  were  their 
colony ;  or  that  you  have  done  us  no  wrong.  But  we  advise 
you,  according  to  the  real  sentiments  of  us  both,  to  think  of 
getting  what  you  can ;  since  you  know,  and  are  speaking  to 
those  who  know,  that,  in  the  language  of  men,  what  is  right  is 
estimated  by  equaUty  of  power  to  compel ;  but  what  is  possi- 

i  ^ovltvaovTeg^  The  active  form  of  this  verb  occurs  again,  ch.  III.  2, 
where  Arnold  explains  it  as  expressing  the  act  of  the  government,  con* 
suiting  for  the  safety  of  its  subjects.  Poppo,  however,  refers  to  a  similar 
iisage  of  it,  lY.  41.  1,  where  there  is  apparently  no  such  force  intended. 
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ble  is  that  which  the  stronger  practice,  and  to  which  the  weak 
submit." 

90.  MeL  "  So  far  then  as  our  opinion  goes,  *  it  is  for  our  ad- 
vantage (for  we  must,  since  you  have  so  prescribed,  speak  of 
what  is  expedient,  to  the  neglect  of  what  is  right)  that  you 
should  not  take  away  what  is  a  common  benefit ;  but  that  for 
every  one  who  at  any  time  is  in  danger,  what  is  reasonable 
should  also  be  considered  right ;  and  that  if  he  can  gain  assent 
to  something  which  falls  short  of  strict  justice,  he  should  have 
the  benefit  of  it  And  this  is  not  less  for  your  interest ;  inas- 
much, as  you  would  afford  to  others,  should  you  fail,  a  pattern 
for  inflicting  the  heaviest  vengeance  upon  you."* 

91.  Ath,  "Nay,  for  our  part,  we  are  not  disheartened  about 
the  end  of  our  empire,  even  should  it  be  brought  to  an  end. 
For  it  is  not  those  who  rule  over  others,  like  the  Lacedaemo- 
nians, that  are  to  be  feared  by  the  vanquished.  Nor  is  it 
with  the  Lacedaemonians  that  we  have  to  struggle,  but  with 
the  possibility  of  our  subjects  in  any  quarter  by  themselves 
attacking  aud  overpowering  those  who  have  had  rule  over 
them.  So  on  this  point  let  the  danger  be  left  to  us.  But  that 
we  are  come  here  for  the  benefit  of  our  empire,  and  that  we 
shall  also  speak  on  the  present  occasion  for  the  preservation  of 

'  I  have  not  followed  Arnold*s  reading  in  this  passage,  though  Bekker 
and  Gk>ller  also  adopted  it ;  because  it  seems  improbable  that  ^  [ihj  the 
reading  of  nearly  all  the  MSS.,  should  have  been  a  mistake  of  the  copy- 
ists for  one  so  muck  easier ^  and  so  different  from  it,  as  iifiel^.  At  the  same 
time  I  am  far  from  certain  whether  y  fiev^  that  which  I  have  preferred, 
on  the  authority  of  Herman,  Poppo,  and  Bloomfield,  be  really  the  true 
one;  for  in  no  other  passage  in  Thucydides,  I  believe,  has  J  the  force 
which  is  here  g^ven  to  it ;  and  though  Bloomfield  quotes  one  instance  of 
its  being  so  used  by  Xenophon,  he  is  there  writing,  not  as  a  historian, 
but  as  a  philosopher ;  and  so  uses  it,  as  it  is  very  commonly  used  by  phil- 
osophical writers  in  later  timea  Should  this  objection  be  thought  to 
have  any  weight,  I  would  venture  to  propose  vfilv^  which  comes  nearer 
to  the  various  readings  of  the  MSS.  thtm  ijfieX^\  and  gives  a  sense  in 
exact  accordance  with  what  follows :  for  koI  irpdg  ifidv^  at  the  beginning 
of  the  next  paragraph,  would  stand  in  strong  opposition  to  it :  "  For  us^ 
then,  we  certainly  think  it  advantageous — and  it  is  no  less  for  your 
interest  also."  It  may  perhaps  be  regarded  as  some  corroboration  of 
this  conjecture,  that  the  scholiast  quoted  by  Arnold  uses  ijfdv  in  his  par- 
aphrase :   vofil^ofiev  ijfilv  TrpoarJKetv  ftfj  KoraXvetv  rd  Kotvdv  dyaOov. 

2  This  is  pretty  nearly  the  interpretation  of  the  passage  given  by  Bauer^ 
and  sanctioned  by  Poppo.  For  the  many  others  that  have  been  adopted, 
see  the  note  of  the  latter. 
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your  country,  ou  these  points  we  will  give  you  proofe ;  since  we 
wish  to  maintain  our  own  sovereignty  over  you  without  trouble, 
and  to  have  ypu  preserved  for  the  advantage  of  us  both." 

92.  MeL  "And  how  then  could  it  prove  advantageous  for 
us  to  serve,  as  it  is  for  you  to  govern  ?" 

03.  Ath.  "  Because  you  would  have  the  benefit  of  submit- 
ting before  you  suflfered  the  last  extremities ;  while  we  should 
be  gainers  by  not  destroying  you." 

94.  MeL  "  But  would  you  not  accept  our  proposals,  on  con- 
dition of  our  remaining  quiet,  and  being  friends  instead  of  ene- 
mies, but  in  alliance  with  neither  side  ?" 

95.  Ath,  "  No ;  for  your  enmity  is  not  so  hurtM  to  us,  as 
your  friendship  is  to  our  subjects  an  evident  proof  of  our 
weakness,  but  your  hatred,  of  our  pow^." 

96.  MeL  "And  do  your  subjects  then  take  such  a  view 
of  eqmty,  as  to  put  on  the  same  footing  those  who  are  not  at 
all  connected  with  you,  and  those  who,  being  in  inost  cases 
your  colonists,  and  m  some  cases  having  revolted  from  you, 
have  been  reduced  to  subjection  ?" 

97.  Ath. ."  Why,  for  an  argument  resting  on  justice  they 
think  that  neither  of  us  are  at  a  loss ;  but  that  on  the  ground 
of  their  power  they  escape,  and  we,  through  fear,  abstain  from 
attacking  them.  So  that,  besides  our  ruling  over  more  sub- 
jects, you  would  also  through  your  subjection  confer  security 
upon  us ;  especially  by  the  fact  that  you  who  are  islanders, 
and  weaker  too  than  some  others,  did  not  escape  our  do- 
minion, who  have  the  command  of  the  sea."  ^ 

98.  MeL  "And  do  you  consider  that  there  is  no  security 
in  that  other  case  ?  (For  here  again,  as  you  have  excluded  us 
from  appeals  to  justice,  and  urge  us  to  yield  to  considerations 
of  your  advantage,  we  too  must  explain  what  is  expedient 
for  us,  and  so  endeavor  to  persuade  you,  if  the  same  nappen 
to  be  for  your  interest  also.)  For  how  can  you  avoid  making 
enemies  of  all  that  are  at  present  neutral,  when,  on  looking  to 
the  present  case,  they  reckon  that  some  time  or  other  you  will 
proceed  against  them  also  ?  And  by  that  course  what  do  you 
do,  but  aggrandize  your  present  enemies,  and  bring  those  upon 
you  against  their  will  who  would  never  else  be  likely  to  be- 
come hostile  to  you  ?" 

99.  Ath.  ""Why,  we  do  not  consider  those  who  Hve  anywhere 
on  the  mainland,  and  who  in  consequence  of  their  liberty  will 
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long  delay  taking  precautions  ag&inst  ns,  to  be  so  fonnidable  to 
us  as  those  who  are  islanders  any  where  without  being  under 
our  rule,  like  you,  and  those  who  by  the  severity  of  our  rule 
are  now  exasperated  against  us.  For  it  is  these  who  would 
most  give  way  to  rek^essness,  and  bring  both  themselves  and 
us  into  danger  that  was  evident  beforehand." 

100.  Jfel.  "  Surely  then,  if  you  run  such  a  risk  not  i6  be 
deprived  of  your  empire^  and  tiiose  who  are  already  in  sub- 
jection, to  be  released  from  it ;  for  us  who  are  still  free  it  were 
great  baseness  and  cowardice  not  to  have  recourse  to  every 
thing  before  we  subnait  to  it" 

101.  Ath,  "No ;  not  at  least  if  you  take  a  sensible  view  of 
the  case.  For  you  are  not  on  equal  terms  coutending  fot  hon- 
or, to  avoid  incurring  disgrace ;  but  you  are  rather  deliberating 
for  your  preservation,  to  avoid  resisting  those  who  are  far 
stronger  than  yourselves." 

102.  Mel.  **  But  we  know  that  warlike  measures  sometimes 
come  to  more  impartial  results  than  might  have  been  expected 
from  the  different  numbers  on  each  side.  And  in  our  case  to 
yield  is  immediate  despair ;  but  by  making  an  effort  there  is 
yet  hope  of  our  keeping  ourselves  up." 

103.  Ath,  "Hope,  which  is  the  solace  of  danger,  when  en- 
tertained by  those  who  have  abundant  means,  though  it  may 
injure,  yet  does  not  ruin  them.  But  in  tiie  case  of  those  who 
risk  all  they  have  on  a  throw  *  (for  it  is  naturally  an  extrava- 
gant passion),  it  is  only  £3und  out  at  the  time  of  their  ruin, 
and '  leaves  no  room  for  guarding  against  it  in  future,  when  it 
is  found  out  Do  not  you  then,  weak  as  you  are,  and  hanging 
on  one  single  turn  oi  lie  scale,  be  desirous  of  this  fate,  nor  <5 

*  ^f  dnav  rd  ifKapxov  dvappiKTovat.']  Pucas  and  GloUer  take  if  anav 
separately  from  rd  iitdpxov^  bat  Poppo  agrees  with  Arnold  in  uniting 
them,  and  thinks  with  Bloomfield  that  kv6ov  is  properly  understood  with 
uvappiitTovaiv,  He  also  approves  of  Scholefleld's  explanation  of  the  fol* 
lowing  part  of  the  sentence:  "Neque  destituit,  quamdiu  aJb  e4  cognit& 
cavere  poterit  aliquis ;  sed  turn  demum,  cum  periculo  nullum  relinqnitur 
remedium."  I  can  not,  however,  but  think  that  a  much  more  natural 
interpretation  is  that  of  Portus  and  Kruger,  whom  I  have  followed.  Nor 
is  the  sense  given  by  them  to  iXXiiTreL  so  entirely  destitute  of  authority 
as  has  been  supposed;  for  the  verb  is  used  in  exactly  the  same  manner, 
Eur.  EL  609,  at)  d*,  iK  fiddpuv  ydp  Trof  dv^prjaai^  0/Xoff  oiS'  tXkeTiOnraq 
f  ATr/rf,  1(jBl  fiov  KkvLiv,  In  the  present  passage  we  may  perhaps  under- 
stand dvri^  after  it,  so  that  the  preposition  may  have  its  proper  force. 
Bekker,  in  his  edit,  of  1832,  proposes  to  read  ovkiti  Xeiirei, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


3Y.2  THUOYDIDES.   V.  Iciv^  cr. 

resembling  the  greater  part  of  mankind,  who,  when  they 
might  have  been  saved  by  human  means,  after  visible  hopes 
have  failed  them  in  their  distress,  betake  themselves  to  such 
as  are  invisible,  namely,  prophecy,  and  oracles,  and  all  such 
things  as  bring  men  to  ruin,  together  with  the  hopes  resting 
upon  them." 

104.  MeU  "Difficult  indeed  even  we,  be  well  assured, 
consider  it  to  contend  against  your  power  and  fortune,  unless 
we  are  able  to  do  it  on  equal  terms.  However,  we  trust  that 
in  point  of  fortune  we  shall,  by  the  favor  of  the  gods,  not  be 
worsted,  because  we  are  standing  up  in  a  righteous  cause 
against  unjust  opponents;  and  that  our  deficiency  in  power 
will  be  made  up  by  our  Lacedaemonian  allies ;  who  are  under 
a  necessity  of  succoring  us,  if  for  no  other  reason,  yet  on 
account  of  our  connection  with  them,  and  for  very  shame.'' 

105.  Ath,  "As  regards  then  the  favor  of  heaven,  we  trust 
that  we  too  shall  not  fell  short  of  it :  since  we  are  not  requiring 
or  doing  any  thing  beyond  the  opinion  of  men,  with  respect  to 
the  goda,  or  their  determination,  with  respect  to  themselves. 
For  of  the  gods  we  hold  as  a  matter  of  opinion,  and  of  men 
we  know  as  a  certainty,  that,  in  obedience  to  an  irresistible 
instinct,  they  always  maintain  dominion,  wherever  they  are  the 
stronger.  And  we  neither  enacted  this  law,  nor  were  the 
first  to  carry  it  out  when  enacted;  but  having  received  it 
when  already  in  force,  and  being  about  to  leave  it  after  us  to 
be  in  force  forever,  we  only  avail  ourselves  of  it ;  knowing 
that  both  you  and  others,  if  raised  to  the  same  power,  would 
do  the  same.  And  so,  with  regard  to  the  gods,  we  are  with  good 
reason  fearless  of  defeat.  But  with  regard  to  your  opinion 
respecting  the  LacedaBmonians,  according  to  which  you  trust, 
that  from  a  sense  of  shame,  forsooth,  they  will  assist  you ; 
though  we  bless  your  simplicity,  we  do  not  admire  your  folly. 
For  with  respect  to  themselves,  and  the  institutions  of  their 
country,  the  Lacedaemonians  do  indeed  to  a  very  great  extent 
practice  virtue  ;  but  with  respect  to  others,  though  we  might 
descant  at  length  on  their  conduct  toward  them,  speaking 
most  concisely  we  should  declare,  that  of  all  the  men  we  are 
Hcquainted  with,  they  most  evidently  consider  what  is  agree- 
able to  be  honorable,  and  what  is  expedient  to  be  just.  And 
)'et  such  a  view  of  things  is  not  in  favor  of  your  present  un- 
reasonable hopes  of  safety." 
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106.  Mel,  "  But  it  is  on  this  very  ground  that  we  now  rely 
on  their  sense  of  interest,  and  believe  that  they  will  not  be- 
tray us  Melians,  who  are  their  colonists,  and  so  lose  the  con- 
fidence of  those  Greeks  who  wish  them  well,  while  they  help 
those  who  are  hostile  to  them." 

107.  Ath.  "Then  you  do  not  think  that  interest  is  con- 
nected with  security,  whereas  justice  and  honor  are  practiced 
with  danger ;  a  course  on  which  the  Lacedaemonians,  generally 
speaking,  least  of  all  men  venture." 

108.  MeL  "Nay,  but  we  are  of  opinion  that  they  would 
even  incur  dangers  for  our  sake,  more  than  usual,  and  would 
regard  them  as  less  hazardous  than  in  the  case  of  others ; '  in- 
asmuch as  we  lie  near  the  Peloponnese,  for  the  execution  of 
their  measures ;  while  in  feeling  we  are,  through  our  kindred 
with  them,  more  to  be  trusted  than  another  party  would  be." 

109.  Ath.  "  Ay,  but  to  men  going  to  take  part  in  a  quarrel 
safety  does  not  appear  to  consist  in  the  good  feeling  of  those 
who  call  them  to  their  aid,  but  in  the  &ct  of  their  being  far 
superior  in  power  for  action ;  and  the  Lacedsemonians  look  to 
this  even  more  than  the  rest  of  the  world.  At  any  rate, 
through  their  mistrusting  their  own  resources,  i<^  is  only  in 
concert  with  many  allies  that  they  attack  those  who  are  near 
to  them ;  so  that  it  is  not  likely  they  will  cross  over  to  an 
island^  while  we  are  masters  of  the  sea." 

110.  MeL  "But  they  would  have  others  to  send;  and  the 
Cretan  sea  is  of  wide  extent,  and  to  intercept  a  party  in 
crossing  it  is  more  difficult  for  those  who  command  it,  than  to 
escape  is  for  those  who  wish  to  elude  observation.  Besides, 
if  they  should  be  disappointed  in  this,  they  would  proceed 
against  your  territory,  and  to  the  remainder  of  your  allies, 
such  as  Brasidas  did  not  reach :  and  you  will  have  to  exert 
yourselves,  not  so  much  for  territory  which  does  not  belong 
to  you,  as  for  your  own  confederacy  and  country." 

*  ig  aX'kov^,']  Arnold  thinks  that  perhaps  irapaKivdvvevaai  or  irapa* 
(3a?.etv  may  be  substituted  for  the  kindred  substantive  Kwdvvov^^  so  as  to 
avoid  the  harsh  construction  of  Kivivvov^  k^  dAXouf,  "pericula  propter 
alios  suscepta,**  as  Scholefield  renders  it.  But  there  seems  no  necessity 
for  any  such  Change,  if  if  be  taken  in  the  more  general  sense  of  reUxUon^ 
which  it  frequently  admits  of.  Compare  105.  1,  rrjq  dvOpcjneiag  tUv  fitv 
is  TO  Belov  vofiiaeo)^  rdv  &  ic  a0dc  avToii^  (SovXijaeijg,  The  same  sense 
must,  I  think,  be  attributed  to  the  genitive  r^c  yvufiric  in  the  last  clause 
of  the  chapter,  though  Poppo  objects  to  it,  and  proposes  to  substitute 
either  the  dative  or  accusative 
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IH.  AtL  "On  this  point  you,  as  well  as  others,  may  learn 
by  actual  experience,  and  not  reniam  ignor^it,  that  from  no 
single  siege  did  the  Athenians  ever  yet  retreat  through  fear 
of  others.  But  it  strikes  us  that  though  you  said  you  would 
consult  for  the  safety  of  your  country,  you  have  in  all  this 
long  discussion  advanced  nothing  which  men  might  trust  to  for 
thinking  that  they  would  be  saved ;  but  your  strongest  points 
depend  on  hope  and  futurity,  while  your  present  resources  are 
too  scanty,  compared  with  those  at  present  opposed  to  you,  to 
give  you. a  chance  of  escapa  And  so  you  afford  prt)of  of 
great  SoWy  in  your  views,  if  you  do  not  even  yet^  after  allow* 
ing  us  to  retire,  adopt  some  counsel  more  prudent  than  this. 
For  you  surely  will  not  betake  yourselves  to  that  shame,  which 
in  dangers  that  are  disgraceful,  because  foreseen,  destroys  men 
more  than  any  thing  else.  For  in  the  case  of  many  men, 
though  they  foresee  all  the  time  what  they  are  running  into, 
the  thing  which  is  called  disgrace,  by  the  influence  of  a  se^ 
ducing  name,  allures  them  on,  enslaved  as  they  are  to^  llie 
word,  in  fact  to  fall  wilfully  into  irretrievable  disasters,  and 
to  incur  a  shame  more  shWeful  as  the  attendant  on  folly 
than  on  fortune.  Against  this  then  you,  if  you  take  good 
advice,  will  be  on  your  guard ,  and  will  not  consider  it 
discreditable  to  submit  to  the  most  powerM  state,  when  it 
offers  you  fair  terms,  namely,  that  you  should  become  tributary 
allies,  with  the  enjoyment  of  your  own  country^  and  when  a 
choice  of  war  or  safety  is  given  you,  to  avoid  choosing  through 
animosity  what  is  worse  for  you.  For  whatever  men  do  not 
yield  to  their  equals,  while  they  keep  on  good  terms  with  their 
superiors,  and  are  moderate  to  their  inferiors,  they  would  be 
most  successful.  Consider  then,  even  after  we  have  retired; 
and  r^ect  agiain  and  again,  that  it  is  fc»r  your  country  that  you 
are  consulting,  *  which  you  can  do  but  for  one  country,  and 
for  once,  whether  it  prove  successful  or  unsuccessful" 

'  The  construction  of  this  sentence,  according  to  the  common  reading; 
is  abandoned  as  desperate  by  all  the  editors.  Goller  and  Bloomfield 
substitute  tare  for  ^arai ,  but  Poppo  protests  strongly  against  the  change. 
With  due  deference  to  such  authorities,  I  would  venture  to  ask,  whether 
the  text,  as  it  stands,  may  not  be  explained  by  supposing  CovXEvecOai  to 
be  understood  with  koTai — the  infinitive  being  suggested  by  the  indica- 
tive at  the  end  of  the  antecedent  clause — and  referring  ^v^  not  to 
irnrpldo^^  as  has  been  done  hitherto,  but  to  i3ovXijv,  'Ef  fiiav  would  then 
stand  without  its  substantive^  as  it  does  Horn.  IL  2.  379,  though  in  a 
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112.  So  the  Ath^iians  retired  from  the  conferenoe;  and 
the  Melians,  having  been  left  to  themselTes,  as  they  still 
thought  pretty  nearly  the  same  as  they<  had  maintained 
in  the  discussion,  gave  the  following  answer:  "We  neither 
think  differently  from  what  we  did  at  first,  Athenians,  nor 
will  we  in  a  short  e^^ece  of  time  rob  of  its  liberty  a  city  which 
has  now  been  inhabited  seven  hundred  years ;  but  trusting  to 
the  £:)rtune  which,  by  the  hyor  of  heaven,  has  hitherto  pre- 
served it,  and  to  the  help  of  man,  especially  of  the  Lacedae- 
monians, we  will  endeavor  to  save  ourselves.  But  we  propose 
to  you  that  we  should  be  your  friends,  and  the  enemies  of 
neither  party;  and  that  you  should  retire  from  our  country 
alter  rn^ng  such  a  treaty  as  may  appear  suitable  for  both 
sides." 

113.  Such  then  was  the  answer  which  the  Melians  gave. 
The  Athenians,  now  departing  from  the  conference^  said: 
**  Well  then  you  are  the  only  men  who  by  these  counsels,  as 
appears  to  us,  consider  what  is  future  as  more  certain  than 
what  is  seen,  and  regard  what  is  out  of  sight  as  already  oc^ 
curring,  because  you  wish  it;  and  having  staked  and  relied 
most  on  [such  things  as^J  Lacedaemonians,  and  fortune,  and 
hopes,  you  will  also  be  most  disappointed." 

114.  So  the  Athenian  embassadors  returned  to  their  forces : 
and  th^  generals,  ^nce  the  Melians  did  not  listen  at  all  to 
their  proposals,  inunediately  proceeded  to  apply  themselves  to 
war;  and  having  divided  the  work  between  the  different 
states,  inclosed  the  Melians  with  lines  on  ail  sides.  Afterwards, 
the  Athenians  left  a  part  of  their  own  troops  and  the  allies, 
to  keep  guard  both  by  land  and  sea,  and  returned  with  the 
main  body  of  the  forces.  Those  who  were  left  behind  remain- 
ed and  beisieged  the  place. 

115.  About  the  same  time  an  Argive  force  invaded  the 

dififerent  sense.  Or,  if  that  be  considered  a  difficulty,  it  would  perhaps 
be  nothing  inconsistent  with  the  frequently  careless  style  of  Thucydides 
to  suppose  a  confusion  of  two  expressions,  so  that  both  ^p  and  /uav 
should  be  left  in  concord  with  ^ovXtjv.  The  sense  of  the  passage  would 
certainly  be  more  natural,  and  the  construction  easier,  if  vc  could  be 
substituted  for  Jv:  but  as  MSS.  aflfbrd  no  authority  for  the  change,  and 
as  it  does  not  appear  absolutely  necessary,  it  might  be  considered  rash 
to  adopt  it. 

'  These  words  are,  I  thinkj  implied  by  the  omission  of  the  article  be^ 
fore  the  following  nouns. 
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Phliasian  territory,  and  being  intercepted  by  an  ambuscade  of 
the  Phiiasians  and  their  aUies,  were  cut  off  to  the  number  of 
eighty.  And  now  the  Athenians  at  Pylus  took  great  spoils 
from  the  Lacedaemonians ;  in  consequence  of  which  the  Lace- 
daemonians, though  even  then  they  did  not  renounce  the 
treaty,  and  go  to  war  with  them,  proclaimed  that  any  of 
their  people  who  pleased  might  plunder  the  Athenians. 
Moreover,  the  Corinthians  proceeded  to  hostilities  with  the 
Athenians  for  some  private  quarrels  of  their  own;  but  the 
rest  of  the  Peloponnesians  remained  quiet.  The  Mehans,  too, 
attacked  by  night  the  part  of  the  Athenian  lines  opposite  the 
market-place,  and  slew  some  of  the  men  ;*  and  having  carried 
in  com,  and  as  many  useful  things  as  they  could,  returned  and 
kept  quiet ;  while  the  Athenians  made  better  provision  for  the 
guard  in  future.    And  so  the  summer  ended. 

116.  The  following  winter,  the  Lacedsemodians  intended  to 
march  against  the  Argive  territory,  but  returned  on  finding, 
when  at  the  frontier,  that  the  sacrifices  for  crossing  it  were  not 
favorable.  Owing  to  this  intention  on  their  part,  the  Ar- 
gives,  suspecting  a  certain  party  in  their  city,  seized  some  of 
them,  while  others  escaped  them.  About  the  same  time,  the 
Melians  again  took  a  part  of  the  Athenian  lines  in  another  di- 
rection, the  garrison  not  being  numerous.  A  fresh  force  hav- 
ing afterwards  '  come  from  Athens  in  consequence  of  these 
occurrences,  under  the  command  of  Philocrates  son  of  Demeas, 
and  the  inhabitants  being  now  vigorously  blockaded,  after 
there  had  also  been  some  treachery  practiced  by  their  own 
men,  they  surrendered  at  discretion  to  the  Athenians;  who 
put  to  death  all  the  Melian  adults  they  took,  and  made  slaves 
of  the  children  and  women.  As  for  the  country,  they  after- 
ward sent  out  five  hundred  colonists,  and  inhabited  it  themr 

*  i  e.,  of  the  besieging  force.    See  Bloomfield's  note. 
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1.  Thb  same  winter  the  Athenians  wished  to  sail  again  to 
Sicily,  with  a  larger  armament  than  that  under  Laches  and 
Eurymedon,  and  bring  it  into  subjection  to  them,  if  they  could ; 
the  mass  of  the  people  bein^  ignorant  of  the  size  of  the  island, 
and  the  number  of  its  inhabitants,  both  Greeks  and  barbarians ; 
and  that  they  were  undertaking  a  war  not  much  inferior  in 
magnitude  to  that  with  the  Peloponnesians. 

For  the  voyage  round  Sicily  in  a  merchant  vessel  is  one  of 
not  much  less  than  eight  days ;  and  though  it  is  of  such  extent,' 
it  is  only  excluded  by  the  space  of  about  twenty  stades  of  sea 
from  bemg  mainland. 

2.  Now  it  was  settled  originally  in  the  following  manner, 
and  these  were  all  the  nations  that  occupied  it  The  earliest 
people  said  to  have  lived  in  any  part  of  the  coimtry  are  the 
Cyclopes  and  Laestrygones ;  with  regard  to  whom,  I  can  nei- 
ther tell  their  race,  nor  whence  they  came  into  it,  nor  whither 
they  departed  out  of  it :  but  let  tliat  suflOice  which  has  been 
said  by  the  poets,  and  which  every  body  in  any  way  knows  of 
them.  The  Sicani^ms  appear  to  have  been  the  first  who 
settled  in  it  after  them;  indeed,  as  they  themselves  assert, 
even  before  them,  as  being  the  aboni^inal  population ;  but  as 
the  truth  is  found  to  be,  they  were  Iberians,  and  were  driven 
from  the  river  Sicanus,  in  Theria,  by  the  Ligurians.  And  it 
was  from  them  that  the  island  was  at  that  time  called  Sicania, 
having  previously  been  called  Trinacria;  and  still,  even  to 
this  day,  they  inhabit  Sicily  in  its  western  districts.  But  on 
the  capture  of  Troy,  some  of  the  Trojans,  having  escaped  the 
Greeks,  came  in  vessels  to  Sicily,  and  having  settled  in  the 

'  "  The  reasoning  employed  in  the  words  roaavTrj  oiaa  is  very  much 
in  the  style  of  the  geography  of  Herodotus.  The  notion  is,  that  so  largo 
an  island  ought  to  have  been  in  the  midst  of  a  wide  sea,  proportioned  to 
its  own  magnitude ;  and  not  to  have  been  so  dose  upon  the  coast,  «s  to 
seem  a  sort  of  appendage  to  the  mainland." — Arnold, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


378  THUOYDIDES.  VL  [in. 

neighborhood  of  the  Sicanians,  they  were  all  together  called 
Elymi,  and  their  cities,  Eiyx  and  Segesta.  There  were  also 
settled  with  them  some  of  the  Phocians,  who,  while  returning 
from  Troy,  were  carried  by  a  tempest,  first  to  Libya,  and  then 
from  that  country  to  Sicily.  The  Sicels,  again,  went  over  into 
Sicily  from  Italy  (for  it  was  there  that  they  used  to  live),  while 
flying  from  some  Opicans ;  crossing  on  rafts  (as  is  probable,  and 
reported  to  have  been  the  case),  having  watched  an  opportunity 
for  the  passage,  when  the  wind  set  down  the  strait  ;^  or,  perhaps, 
having  sailed  to  it  in  some  other  way.  Even  to  thfe  day  there 
are  stiU  Sicels  iii  Italy ;  and  it  was  in  this  way  that  Ihe  country 
was  called  Italy,  after  Italus,  a  king  of  the  Sicels  who  had 
that  name.  Having  gone,  then,  to  Sicily  with  a  great  host, 
and  being  victorious  in  battle  over  the  Sicanians,  they  com- 
pelled them  to  remove  to  the  southern  and  western  parts  of  it, 
and  caused  the  island  to  be  called  Sicily,  instead  of  Sicania, 
and  occupied  the  best  parts  of  the  land ;  having  held  them, 
after  they  crossed  over,  nearly  three  hundred  years  before  any 
Greeks  came  into  Sicily ;  and  still,  even  to  this  day,  they  re- 
tain the  central  and  northern  parts  of  the  island.  There  were 
also  Phoenicians  living  around*  the  whole  of  Sicily,  having 
occupied  promontories  on  the  sea-coast,  and  the  small  islands 
adjacent,  for  purposes  of  trading  with  the  ^cels:  but  after 
the  Greeks  sailed  to  it  in  great  numbers  by  sea,  in  addition  to 
those  already  there,  they  evacuated  the  greater  part  of  them, 
and  lived  in  Motya,  Solois,  and  Panormus,  near  the  Elymi, 
having  united  with  them,  both  from  confidence  in  their  al- 
liance, and  because  from  that  quarter  the  voyage  frx)m  Sicily 
to  Carthage  is  shortest  As  regards  barbarians,  then,  so  many 
of  them  were  there  that  inhabited  Sicily,  and  in  such  a 
manner. 

3.  Of  the  Greeks,  on  the  other  hand,  some  Chalcidians  of 
Euboea  first  sailed  with  Thucles  as  the  leader  of  the  colony, 
and  founded  Naxos,  and  built  the  altar  to  Apollo  Archegetes,* 

'  Or,  "  set  steadily  in  that  dipection,"  t.  c,  was  favorable. 

«  Or,  as  Poppo  explains  it,  "aZi  about  the  whole  island."  But  the 
words  immediately  following  are  in  fkvor  of  the  other  interpretation. 
Compare  eh.  85.  2,  Kainep  vrjaiurag  ovrag  kcu  eiAy/Trrovf ,  dtoTL  iv  ;j;w/>/ otf 
kTZLKatpoig  elal  Trepl  tt}v  Xle'koTrovvriGOv, 

3  "The  epithet  dpxny^fVC  or  upxayeTOQ^  as  the  Dorians  wrote  the 
word,  was  given  to  Apollo,  because  the  Chalcidian  colony  had  sailed  to 
Sicily  by  his  direction.    See  Scholiast  on  Pindar,  Pyth.  V.  80." — Arnold, 
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which  is  now  outside  the  city,  nttd  on  which,  when  any  deputies 
to  the  games  sail-  from  Sicily,  they  first  sacrifice.  Syracuse 
wa^  founded  the  next  year  by  Arciuas,  of  the  family  of  Her- 
cules at.Ck>rinth,,i^r  he  had  first  expelled  the  Siceis  from 
the  island ;  on  which,  being  no  longer  surrounckd  with  water, 
the  inner  dty  now  stands;  and  at  a  later  period  the  outer  one 
also  Was  inclosed  within  the  wall,  and  became  populous.  More- 
over, Thucles  and  the  Chalcidians  from  Naxos  set  out  in  the 
fifth  yeai*  after  the  foundii^  of  Syracuse,  and  having  expelled 
the  Sij^els  l^  arms,  re^settled  Leondni,  and  after  it  Catana,  the 
Catanians  themselves  having  chosen  Evaichus  as  their  founder. 
4.  At  the  same  time  Lamis  arrived  in  Sicily  with  a  colony 
from  Megara,  aftid  lifteir  settling  in  a  place  beycmd'  the  river 
Pantacyas,  Trotilus  by  name,  and  subsequently  removing  thence, 
and  uniting  for  a  8h<H*t  time  with  the  Chalcidiaim  at  Leontini, 
and  being  driven  out  by  them,  he  founded  Thapsus,  and  then 
he  himself  died ;  while  the  rest,  being  expelled  from  Thapsus, 
effected  a  settlement  at  M^ara,  called  the  iEfyblaean,  Hyblo, 
a  Sicel  king,  having  given  up  the  place  to  them  and  led  them 
in.  After  inhabiting  it  two  hundred  and  forty-five  years, 
they  were  expelled  from  the  city  and  country  by  Gelo,  tyrant 
of  Syracuse.  Before  their  expulsion,  however,  a  hundred 
years  after  their  settlement,  they  founded  Selinus,  having  sent 
Pamlllus  for  the  purpose,  who  came  from  Megara,  their  mother- 
city,  and  joined  ^em  in  founding  it  Gela,  again,  was  founded 
by  Antiphemus  from  Ehodes,  and  Entimus  from  Crete,  who 
.led  a  conomon  colcmy,  in  the  forty-fifth  year  after  the  founding 
:of  Syracuse.  The  name  of  the  dty  was  taken  from  the  river 
Gelas,  but  the  spot  where  "the  city,"  [properly  so  called], 
now  stsmda,  and  which  was  first  fortified,  is  named  lindii.^ 
The  institutions  established  among  them  were  Doristo.  Just 
about  a  hundred  and  «ght  years  after  their  own  settlement, 
the  Geloans  settled  Acragas,  [or  Agrigentum],  naming  the 
city  from  the  nvet  Acragas:  they  made  Aristonous  and 
Fystilus  the  leaders  of  their  colony,  and  gave  it  the  institu- 
tions of  the  Geloans.  Zancle,  again,  was  originally  founded 
from  Cuma,  the  Chalcidian  city  in  ^the  country  of  the  Opici, 
by  some  freebooters  who  went  there ;  but  afterward  a  great 

^  "So  named  because  Antiphemua  and  hia  Rhodian  companions  had 
principally  come  from  Lindua  in  Bhodes.  See  Herod.  VIL  153.  2." — 
Arnold, 
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number  went  from  Chalcis  and  the  rest  of  Euboea,  and  shared 
with  them  in  the  occupation  of  the  land ;  its  founders  being 
Perieres  and  Crataemenes,  one  from  Cuma,  the  other  from 
Chalcis.  As  regards  its  name,  it  was  at  first  called  Zancle  by 
the  Sicels,  because  the  site  resembles  a  reaping-hook  in  figure, 
and  the  reaping-hook  is  called  by  the  Sicels  zanclon.  After- 
ward, these  settlers  were  expelled  by  some  Samians  and  other 
lonians,  who  landed  in  Sicily  while  flying  from  the  Medes ;  and 
again,  Anaxilas,  tyrant  of  Rhegium,  having  not  long  after 
expelled  the  Samians,  and  colonized  their  country  with  a  mixed 
population,  changed  its  name  to  Messana,  after  his  own  original 
country. 

5.  Himera  was  founded  from  Zancle  by  Euclides,  ^mus, 
and  Saco,  and  most  of  those  who  went  to  the  colony  were  Chal- 
cidians,  though  there  were  also  united  with  them  some  exiles 
from  Syracuse,  who  had  been  d^eated  in  a  strife  of  factions — 
the  MylaetidsB,  as  they  are  called.  The  language  was  a  mix- 
ture of  the  Chalcidian  and  Dorian ;  but  the  Chalcidian  were 
the  prevailing  institutions.  Acrae  and  Oasmenae  were  founded 
by  the  Sjrracusans;  Acrae  seventy  years  afl«r  Syracuse,  and 
Oasmenae  nearly  twenty  years  after  Acrae.  Camarina  was 
in  the  first  instance  founded  by  the  Syracusans,  just  about  a 
hundred  and  thirty-five  years  aft«r  the  building  of  Syracuse, 
its  founders  being  Dascon  and  Menecolus.  But  the  Camarinae- 
ans  having  been  driven  out  after  a  war  by  the  Syracusans  on 
account  of  their  revolting  from  them,  some  time  afl«r,  Hippo- 
crates, tyrant  of  Gela,  having  received  their  territory  as  a 
ransom  for  some  S3n*acusan  prisoners,  himself  acting  as  a 
founder,  re-settled  Camarina.  And  having  again  been  de- 
populated by  Gelo,  it  was  settled  for  the  third  time  by  the 
Geloans. 

6.  So  many  were  the  nations  of  Greeks  and  barbarians  that 
inhabited  Sicily,  and  such  was  the  size  of  the  island  against 
which  the  Athenians  were  eager  to  make  an  expedition ;  be- 
ing desirous  (to  mention  meir  truest  motive)  of  gaining 
dominion  over  the  whole  of  it ;  but  at  the  same  time  wishing, 
as  a  plausible  pretext,  to  succor  their  own  kinsmen,  and  the 
allies  they  had  gained  besides.  Above  all,  they  were  insti- 
gated by  embassadors  from  the  Segestans,  who  had  come  to 
Athens  and  invoked  their  aid  more  earnestly  than  ever.  For 
being  borderers  of  the  Selinuntines,  they  had  gone  to  war  with 
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them  on  certain  questions  respecting  marriage  rights,  and  for 
some  debated  territory;  and  the  Selinmitines,  having  taken 
the  Syracusans  for  their  allies,  were  pressing  them  h^ml  with 
hostilities  both  by  land  and  sea.  Consequentiy  the  Segestans 
reminded  tiie  Athenians  of  their  alliance,  which  had  been 
formed  in  the  time  of  Laches  and  of  the  former  war  witii  the 
Leontines,  and  begged  them  to  send  a  fleet  and  assist  them ; 
alleging  many  other  things,  and,  as  the  sum  and  substance  of 
all,  ^  ihat  if  me  Syracusans  should  be  unpunished  for  the  de- 
population of  Leontini,  and  by  ruining  such  of  the  Athenian 
allies  as  were  still  left  should  themselves  obtain  tiie  whole 
power  of  Sicily ;  there  would  be  danger  of  their  some  time  or 
other  coming  with  a  lai^  force,  as  I^rians,  to  the  aid  of  Do- 
rians, on  the  strength  of  their  connection,  and,  moreover,  as 
colonists,  to  the  aid  of  the  Peloponnesians  who  had  sent  them 
out,  and  so  joining  in  the  destruction  of  the  Athenian  power. 
It  were  wise  therOT)re,  in  concert  with  the  remaining  allies,  to 
resist  the  Syracusans:  especially  as  they  would  themselves 
furnish  money  suffici^it  for  the  war.**  The  Athenians,  hearing 
these  things  in  their  assemblies  from  the  Segestans  and  their 
supporters,  who  were  repeatedly  alleging  them,*  passed  a  de- 
cree on  the  subject;  sending  embass^ors,  in  the  first  place,  to 
see  about  tiie  money,  whetiier  it  were  already  laid  up,  as  they 
asserted,  in  the  treasury  and  in  the  temples,  and  at  tiie  same 
time  to. ascertain  what  was  the  state  of  the  war  with  the  Se- 
hnuntines. 

7.  The  embassadors  of  the  Athenians,  then,  were  thus  sent  to 
Sicily.  The  same  winter,  the  Lacedaemonians  and  their  allies, 
except  the  Corinthians,  having  made  an  expedition  into  the  Ar- 
give  territory,  ravaged  a  small  part  of  the  land,  and  took  some 
yokes  of  oxen,  and  carried  ofl:*  some  com.  They  also  settled 
tiie  Argive  exiles  at  Omese ;  and  having  left  them  a  few  men 
from  the  rest  of  tiieir  forces  also,  and  made  a  truce  for  some 
time,  on  condition  of  the  Omeatse  and  tiie  Argives  not  injur- 
ing each  other's  land,  they  returned  home  with  their  army. 
But  the  Athenians  having  come  no  long  time  after  with  thirty 
ships  and  six  hundred  heavy-armed,  the  Argives,  in  con- 
junction with  the  Athenians,  taking  tiie  field  with  all  their 
force,  besieged  the  men  in  Omese  one  day ;  but  at  night,  the 

'  Or,  "  voted  to  send,"  etc.,  according  to  Bekker's  and  Poppo's  reading 
of  ni/jtflfai,  instead  of  nc/jnfavrec. 
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army  having  bivouacked  a;t  Bome  distance,  they  escaped  out  of 
it  The  next  day,  the  Aigives,  on  findiqg  this,  razed  Omesd  and 
returned,  and  the  Athenians  ali;erward  went  home  with  their 
ships.  Moreover,  the  Atheniaim  took  by  sea  some  of  their  own 
cavalry,  and  the  Macedonian  exiles  who  were  with  them,  to 
Methone^  the  country  bordering  on  Macedonia,  and  ravaged  the 
territory  of  Perdiccas.  The  Lacedaemonians  therefore  sent  to 
the  Ohalcidians  Thraoeward,  who  had  a  truce  with  the  Athe- 
nians from  one  ten  days  to  another,  and  urged  them  to  join 
Perdiccas  in  the  war ;  but  they  would  not  And  so  the  winter 
ended,  and  the  sixte^ith  year  of  this  war,  of  which  Thuoydides 
wrote  the  history. 

8.  The  following  summer,  as  soon  as  the  spring  conunenced, 
the  embassadors  of  the  Athenians  came  from  Sicily,  and  the 
Segestans  with  them,  brining  Nxty  talents  of  uncoined  sUver, 
as  a  month's  pay  for  sixty  ships  which  they  were  to  beg  them 
to  send.  And  ihe  Athenians  having  held  an  assembly,  and 
heard  from  the  Segestans  and  their  own  embassadors  a  seduct* 
ive  and  untrue  report  on  the  otl^r  subjects,  and  also,  with  re« 
gard  to  the  money,  that  it  was  pa'ovided  in  abundance  in  the 
temples  and  the  treasury ;  they  voted  to  send  sixty  ships,  with 
Alcibiades  son  of  Clinias,  Nicias  son  of  Niceratus,  and  Liunachug 
son  of  Xenophanes,  as  commanders,  with  foil  powers,  to  assist 
ihe  Segestans  against  the  Selinuntines,  and  to  join  in  re-found- 
ing Leontini,  should  they  gain  any  advantage  in  the  war,  and 
to  carry  out  all  other  measures  in  Sicily,  as  they  should  deem 
best  for  the  Athenians. — On  the  fifth  day  after  this,  an  assembly 
was  again  held,  to  consider  in  what  way  the  preparations  for 
the  ships  should  be  most  quickly  made,  and  whatever  else  was 
wanted  by  the  generab  be  voted  them  for  the  expedition. 
Nicias  then,  who  had  been  chosen  against  his  will  to  take  the 
command,  and  thought  that  the  state  was  not  well  advised,  but, 
on  a  trifling  and  spedioos  pretext^  was  coveting  the  whole  of 
Sicily— an  arduous  design  to  achieVe-^-oame  forward  with  a 
wish  to  div^  the  Athenians  from  it,  and  advised  them  to  the 
following  effect : 

9.  "  This  assembly  was,  it  is  true,  convened  to  consider  the 
subject  of  our  preparations,  namely,  in  what  way  we  ought  to 
make  the  expedition  to  Sicily.  My  opinion,  however,  is,  that 
we  ought  still  to  consider  this  very  point,  whether  it  be  better 
to  send  out  our  ships ;  and  not  on  such  slight  deliberation  on 
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matters  of  great  moment,  at  the  instigation  of  aliens,  to  take 
upon  ourselves  a  war,  with  which  we  have  nothing  to  do. 
And  yet  I,  for  my  own  part,  receive  honor  from  such  a 
policy,  and  have  less  fear  than  others  for  my  own  personal 
safety:  (though  I  consider  that  man  to  be  an  equally  good 
citizen  who  takes  some  forethcmght  both  for  his  person  and 
his  property ;  for  such  a  man  would,  for  his  own  sake,  be  most 
desirous  that  his  country  also  should  prosper:)  nevertheless, 
neither  aforetime  have  I  ever  spoken  contrary  to  my  con- 
victions, for  the  sake  of  being  honored  above  others,  nor 
will  I  now,  but  as  I  think  best,  sa  will  I  speak.  And  though 
against  your  inchnations  my  words  would  be  powerless,  should  I 
advise  you  to  keep  what  you  have,  and  not  expose  your  present 
possessions  to  danger  for  things  which  are  uncertain  and  future ; 
yet  that  neither  are  you  timely  in  your  haste,  nor  the  olijects 
of  your  ambition  easy  to  attain,  on  these  points  I  will  give  you 
instruction. 

10.  ^^I  say  then,  that  you  wish,  though  leaving  many 
enemies  behind  you  here,  to  bring  hither  fresh  ones  besides, 
by  sailing  there.  And  you  fency,  perhaps,  that  the  treaty 
that  has  been  made  by  you  affords  some  ground  of  confidence. 
But  though,  as  long  as  you  remain  quiet,  that  will,  indeed, 
be  a  treaty-^in.  name  (for  to  this  condition  have  certain  per* 
sons  here  and  amcmg  your  enemies  brought  it  by  their  in- 
trigues), yet  if  we  are  ever  defeated  with  any  considerable 
force,  tnose  who  hate  us  will  quickly  make  an  attack  upon  us ; 
seeing,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  arrangement  was  made  of 
necessity  by  them,  under  circumstances  of  disaster,  and  of 
greater  discredit  to  them  than  to  us ;  and,  secondly,  that  in 
this  very  arrang^ent  we  have  many  subjects  open  to  debate. 
There  are  some,  too,  who  have  not  yet  acceded  even  to  this 
compo»tion,  such  as  it  is,  and  those  not  the  least  powerfril 
states ;  but  some  of  tiiem  are  at.  war  wit^  us  downright,  and, 
in  the  case  of  others,  because  the  Lacedaemonians  remain 
quiet  at  present^  tiiey  too  are  restrained  by  truces  from  one 
ten  days  to  another.  But  probably,  if  they  should  find  our 
power  divided  (which  we  are  now  so  anxious  to  bring  about), 
they  would  wim  aU  their  might  attack  us,  in  conjunction  with 
the  Siceliots,  whose  alliance  they  would  in  time  past  h^ve 
valued  most  highly.*  Every  one  therefore  ought  to  l(y)k  to 
*  Literally,  "above  many  things."    Oompm^  I.  33. 
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tiiis,  and  not  presume  to  run  risks  with  a  state  so  unsettled, 
and  to  grasp  at  another  empire  before  we  have  secured  the 
one  we  nave ;  seeing  that  the  Chalcidians  Thraceward,  though 
they  have  revolted  from  us  so  many  years,  are  still  unsub- 
dued ;  and  there  are  some  others  on  ihe  different  coasts  of  the 
mainland  who  yield  us  but  a  doubtful  obedience.  And  so 
we  are  quick  to  succor  the  Segestans,  who  are  our  allies,  for- 
sooth, as  being  injured ;  but  on  those  by  whose  revolt  we  have 
ourselves  long  ago  been  injured,  we  still  defer  to  avenge  our- 
selves. 

11.  "  And  yet  the  latter,  if  subdued,  might  be  kept  in  sub- 
jection by  us ;  but  the  former,  even  if  we  conquered  them,  we 
should  hardly  be  able  to  govern,  so  fer  off  and  so  numerous  as 
they  are.  But  it  is  folly  to  go  against  men  whom  we  could 
not  keep  under,  if  we  conquered  3iem ;  while,  if  we  did  not 
succeed  in  the  attempt,  we  should  not  be  in  the  same  position 
as  we  were  before  making  it.  Again,  regarding  the  present 
condition  of  the  Siceliots,  they  appear  to  me  even  still  less 
likely  to  be  formidable  to  us,  if  the  Syracusans  should  have 
dominion  over  them ;  that  supposition  with  which  the  Seges- 
tans especially  try  to  frighten  us.  For  at  present  they  might, 
perhaps,  come  either  as  separate  states,  to  oblige  the  Lacedae- 
monians; but  in  the  other  case,  it  is  not  likely  that  they 
should  undertake  the  expedition,  empire  against  empire :  for 
in  the  same  manner  as  they,  in  conjunction  with  the  Lacedae- 
monians, had  taken  away  ours,  it  is  probable  that  they  would 
have  their  own  taken  away  by  the  same  Peloponnesians,  and 
by  the  same  principle.^  And  the  Greeks  in  those  parts  would 
be  most  in  awe  of  us,  if  we  did  not  go  there  at  all ;  and  next 
to  that,  if  after  making  a  demonstration  of  o\jr  power  we  re- 
tired in  a  short  time :  but  if  we  should  meet  with  any  reverse, 
they  would  very  auicMy  despise  us,  and  attack  us  in  concert 
with  our  enemies  nere.  For  we  all  know  that  what  is  furthest 
off  is  most  admired,  and  what  gives  the  least  room  for  having 
its  &me  tested.  And  this  has  at  present  been  your  case, 
Athenians,  with  reference  to  the  Lacedaemonians  and  their 
allies ;  from  having,  contrary  to  your  expectation,  gained  the 
advantage  over  them  (comparing  your  present  position  with 
the  fears  you  at  first  entertained),  you  have  despised  them, 

*  i.  e.,  their  wish  to  rescue  the  cities  from  the  yoke  of  STracuse,  as 
they  had  doue  firom  that  of  Athena 
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and  are  now  desiring  the  conquest  of  Sicily.  You  ought  not, 
however,  to  be  elated  through  the  misfortunes  of  your  adver- 
saries, but  then  only  to  feel  confident  when  you  have  mastered 
their  spirits ;  nor  should  you  think  that  the  Lacedaemonians 
are  domg  ought  but  considering,  in  consequence  of  their  dis- 
grace, in  what  way  they  may  even  now,  if  possible,  overthrow 
us,  and  bring  their  own  discredit  to  a  happy  termination; 
especially  as  they  have  studied  a  reputation  for  bravery,  as  a 
thing  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  for  the  greatest  length  of 
time.  So  ttSt  our  great  struggle  will  be,  if  we  are  wise,  not 
for  the  Segestans  in  Sicily,  men  who  are  barbarians,  but  that 
we  may  vigorously  guard  against  a  state  which  is  plotting  against 
us  by  the  spread  of  oligarchical  principles.* 

12.  "We  ought  to  remember,  too,  that  we  have  but  lately 
recovered  a  little  from  "&  great  pestilence  and  war,  so  as  to  be 
somewhat  recruited  both  in  our  property  and  persons;  and 
that  it  is  but  Mr  for  us  to  expend  these  here  at  home,  on  our- 
selves, and  not  on  these  exiles  who  are  begging  your  aid ;  whose 
interest  it  is  to  utter  specious  falsehoods,  and  contending  at 
their  neighbors'  risk,  wnile  they  themselves  only  contribute 
words,  eimer  to  show  no  proper  gratitude  if  they  succeed,  or  if 
in  any  instance  they  fail,  to  ruin  their  friends  along  with  them. 
And  if  there  be  any  one  who  is  pleased  at  being  appointed  to 
command,  and  therefore  urges  you  to  make  the  expedition, 
looking  to  his  own  interest  alone  (especially  as  he  is  yet  too 
young  for  oflSce),  in  order  that  while  he  is  admired,  for  his 
horse-keeping,  he  may  also  receive  from  his  appointment  some 
benefit  on  the  score  of  expense ;  do  not,  either,  allow  that  man 
to  exhibit  his  own  individual  splendor  at  the  peril  of  the  state ; 
but  consider  that  such  men  injure  the  public  interests,  while 
they  squander  their  private  possessions ;  and  that  this  is  a  busi- 
ness of  great  importance,  and  not  one  for  a  young  man  to  de- 
liberate upon,  and  rashly  to  take  in  hand. 

13.  "I  am  alarmed,  indeed,  when  I  see  such  characters  sit- 
ting here  at  present  by  the  side  of  that  same  individual,  in 
compliance  with  his  bidding ;  and  in  return  I  bid  the  older 
men — whichever  of  them  may  have  one  of  those  characters 
sitting  by  him — ^not  to  be  put  down  through  shame,  in  order 
to  avoid  being  thought  a  coward  if  he  should  not  vote  for  going 

'  Or,  as  Arnold  renders  it,  "  in  the  way  of  oligarchy,"  i  «.,  threatening 
OS,  not  with  the  loss  of  our  conquests,  but  with  a  change  of  government 
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to  war ;  nor,  as  their  opponents  themselves  might  feel,  to  be 
madly  enamored  of  what  they  do  not  possess;  being  con- 
vinced that  in  very  few  things  do  men  succeed  through  desire, 
but  in  very  many  through  forethought ;  but  in  behalf  of  their 
country,  as  exposing  itself  to  the  greatest  danger  it  has  ever 
done,  to  give  their  support  to  the  opposite  side,  and  vote  that 
the  Siceliots  keep  the  same  boundaries  with  respect  to  us  as  at 
present — ^boundaries  with  which  no  one  can  find  fault — namely, 
the  Ionian  Sea,  if  one  sail  along  shore ;  and  the  Sicilian,  if  one 
cross  the  open  deep ;  and  that  while  they  enjoy  their  own  pos- 
sessions, they  shall  also  settle  their  own  quarrels ;  and  that  we 
tell  the  Segestans  in  particular,  that  since  they  went  to  war 
with  the  Selinuntines  in  the  first  instance  without  consulting 
the  Athenians,  they  may  also  make  peace  with  them  by  them- 
selves :  and  that  we  do  not  in  future  make  alliance,  as  we  have 
been  accustomed,  with  men  whom  we  shall  assist  when  they 
are  unfortunate,  and  when  we  ask  assistance  ourselves,  shall 
not  obtain  it 

14.  "And  do  you,  Prytanis,  if  you  think  it  your  duty  to  care 
for  the  state,  and  if  you  wish  to  show  yourself  a  good  citizen, 
put  this  to  the  vote,  and  take  a  second  time  the  opinion  of  the 
Athenians ;  reflecting,  if  you  feel  afraid  to  move  the  question 
again,  that  the  violation  of  the  law  would  not,  with  so  many 
abettors,  involve  any  guilt ;  but  that  you  would  be  acting  as  a 
physician  to  the  state,  when  it  has  taken  bad  counsel ;  and  that 
good  government  consists  in  this — ^for  a  man  to  do  his  country 
as  much  good  as  possible,  or,  at  least,  to  do  it  voluntarily  no 
harm/' 

15.  To  this  efiect  spoke  Nicias.  Of  the  Athenians,  the 
greater  part  who  came  forward  advised  making  the  expedition, 
and  not  annulling  what  had  been  decreed ;  though  there  were 
some  also  who  spoke  against  it.  But  the  man  who  most  earn- 
estly recommended  the  expedition  was  Alcibiades  son  of 
Olinias,  who  at  once  wished  to  thwart  Nicias — both  as  being 
in  other  respects  opposed  to  him  in  politics,  and  because  he  had 
alluded  to  him  in  a  disparaging  manner — and  was  most  anxious 
to  take  the  command,  and  hoped  by  that  means  to  reduce  Sicily 
and  Carthage,  and  at  the  same  time,  in  consequence  of  his 
success,  to  promote  his  own  private  interests  in  point  of  feme 
and  wealth.  For,  being  held  in  high  repute  by  the  citizens, 
he  indulged  his  inclinations  on  too  large  a  scale  for  his  existing 
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means,  with  regard  to  keeping  horses,  and  all  other  expenses. 
And  this  too  was  what  afterward  mainly  caused  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Athenian  state.  For  heing  alarmed  at  the  extent  of 
his  disregard  for  the  laws  in  his  own  person,  with  respect  to 
his  mode  of  life,  and  of  his  designs  in  the  measures  he  severally 
undertook,  in  whatever  business  he  might  be  engaged,  the 
greater  part  of  the  people  became  his  enemies  on  the  belief  of 
his  aiming  at  tyranny ;  Mid  though  in  his  pubhc  capacity  he 
*  conducted  the  war  most  ably,  yet  being  severally  offended  at 
his  habits  in  his  private  life,  and  committing  the  administration 
to  others,  after  no  long  interval  they  brought  their  country  to 
ruin.  However,  at  that  time  he  came  forward,  and  advised  the 
Athenians  as  follows : 

16.  *'It  is  both  befitting,^  Ath^ians,  for  me,  more  than 
others,  to  enjoy  conmiand  (for  with  this  topic  must  I  com- 
mence my  speech,  since  Cleon  has  attacked  me  upon  it),  and 
at  the  same  time,  I  deem  myself  worthy  of  it.  For  those 
things  about  which  I  am  so  assailed  with  clamor,*  confer 
honor  on  my  ancestors  and  myself  and  benefit  on  my  country 
at  the  same  time.  For  the  Greeks  considered  our  state  to  be 
greater  than  they  had  ever  done,  even  beyond  its  actual  power, 
mrough  the  splendor  of  my  display  as  its  deputy  to  the  Olympic 
games;  (whereas  they  hoped  before  that  it  had  been  exhausted 
by  the  war) ;  inasmuch  as  I  entered  seven  chariots — a  number 
which  no  private  individual  had  ever  yet  entered — ^and  gained 
the  first  prize,  and  was  second  and  fourth,  and  provided  every 
thing  else  in  a  style  worthy  of  my  victory.  For  according  to 
the  usual  view  of  them,  such  things  are  a  subject  of  honor ; 
while,  from  the  practice  of  them,  an  idea  of  power  is  also 
formed.  And  again,  whatever  distinction  I  gain  at  home  by 
my  exhibitions  of  choruses,'  or  in  any  other  way,  it  is  naturally 
envied  by  my  fellow-citizens,  but  for  foreigners  tliis  too  has  an 
appearance  of  power.*    And  this  is  no  useless  folly,  when  a 

1  "irpooTJKet  fioiy  'on  account  of  my  wealth,  birth,  and  magnificent 
expenditures;'  u^ioc  djua  vofiil^ut  elvac,  *  on  account  of  my  personal  worth 
and  tried  services." — Arnold. 

2  Or,  to  use  a  more  colloquial  expression,  "cried  out  against" 

3  On  the  whole  subject  of  the  x^P^Y^^^h  see  Bockh  Pubhc  Econ.  of 
Athens,  vol  ii.  p.  207,  Bng.  Trans. 

4  Arnold  translates  this — and  Koomfleld  borrows  his  version — "  this 
appears  to  be  even  strength :"  but  the  position  of  the  kqI  seems  to  me  to 
be  incompatible  with  such  a  sense;  reading,  as  they  both  do  avnjy  in- 
stead of  avTTj. 
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man  benefits  at  his  own  costs,  not  himself  only,  but  his  country 
also.  Nor  is  it  unfair  for  one  who  prides  himself  on  his  own 
prosperity,  to  refuse  to  be  on  an  equality  with  the  mass ;  since 
m  the  same  way  he  who  is  unfortunate  shares  his  calamities 
with  no  one  else.  But  as  we  are  not  courted  when  in  adversity, 
by  the  same  rule  let  a  man  also  submit  to  be  slighted  by  the 
prosperous ;  or  let  him  treat  the  unfortunate  as  on  an  equal  hoir 
ing,  [when  he  is  in  prosperity,]  and  so  claim  the  like  treatment 
in  return,  [when  he  is  himself  m  adversity].  I  know,  however, ' 
that  men  in  such  circumstances,  and  all  who  ever  surpassed 
others  in  splendor  of  any  kind,  though  disliked  in  their  own 
life-time,  most  of  all  in  their  dealings  with  their  equals,  and 
then  with  the  rest  of  the  world  also,  have  yet  left  to  some  of 
those  who  came  after  them  a  desire  to  claim  connection  with 
them,  even  where  there  were  no  grounds  for  it ;  and  a  subject 
for  glorying  to  the  country  they  belonged  to,  not  as  for  aliens, 
or  offenders,  but  as  for  countrymen,  who  had  achieved  glorious 
things.  And  in  my  case,  who  aim  at  such  things,  and  am 
therefore  in  private  assailed  with  clamor,  consider,  with  regard 
to  public  afiOsurs,  whether  I  administer  them  in  a  manner  inferior 
to  any  one  else,  or  not.  For  having  united  the  most  powerful 
states  of  tiie  Peloponnese,  without  any  great  danger  or  expense 
to  you,  I  brought  the  Lacedaemonians  to  a  single  day's  struggle 
for  their  all  at  Mantinea ;  in  consequence  of  which,  although 
iiiey  were  victorious  in  the  battle,  tn^y  do  not  ever  now  feel 
any  firm  confidence  in  themselves. 

17.  "In  this  way,  then,  did  my  youth  and  preternatural 
folly,  as  it  is  thought,  deal  with  the  power  of  the  Peloponne- 
sians  by  means  of  suitable  arguments ;  and,  gaining^  credit  by 
my  vehemence,  obtained  theur  assent.  And  now  too  be  not 
afraid  of  it ;  but  while  I  am  still  in  the  flower  of  it,  and 
Nicias  appears  fortunate,  avail  yourselves  fully  of  the  services 
of  each  of  us.  And  with  regard  to  the  expedition  to  Sicily, 
change  not  your  determination  from  an  idea  that  it  would  be 
undertaken  against  a  great  power.  For  it  is  only  witii  a 
mixed  rabble  that  its  cities  are  populous ;  and  they  easily  ad- 
mit changes  in  their  government,  and  adopt  new  ones.  And 
for  this  reason  no  one  is  furnished,  as  though  in  behalf  of  his 
own  country,  either  with  arms  for  the  person,  or  with  ordinary 

'  For  other  modes  of  interpreting  this  sentence,  see  Poppo's  note. 
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resources,  as  regards  the  country ;  *  but  whatever  each  one 
thinks  that  he  can  get  from  the  people,  either  by  persuading 
them  through  his  oratory,  or  by  factious  measures,  and  will  so 
find  a  home  in  another  land,  in  case  of  his  not  being  success- 
ful, with  that  he  provides  himself.  It  is  not  likely,  then,  that 
a  populace  of  such  a  character  should .  either  listen  to  any 
counsel  with  one  hearty  or  apply  themselves  to  action  in  com- 
mon :  but  they  would  severally  side  with  whatever  was  said  to 
please  them ;  especially  if  they  are  torn  by  factions,  as  we 
hear.  Again,  with  regard  to  hea^'y-armed  troops,  neither 
have  the  Siceliots  so  many  as  are  boasted  of,  nor  did  the  rest  of 
the  Greeks  prove  so  numerous  as  they  severally  reckoned 
themselves ;  but  Greece  had  very  much  misstated  them,  and 
was  with  diflSculty  equipped  with  them  in  sufficient  numbers 
on  ihe  outbreak  of  this  war.  The  states  in  those  parts,  then, 
from  what  I  learn  by  report,  are  of  this  character,  and  still 
more  easy  to  deal  with — Jor  we  shall  have  many  barbarians, 

*  rii  kv  r^  Xt^p^ — KaraaKevaig.]  "This  would  refer  not  only  to  public 
worics  for  the  defense  of  the  country,  such  as  forts,  or  the  fortifications 
of  the  city  itself  but  to  what  we  should  call  ordinary  improvements,  such 
as  roads,  bridges,  etc.,  and  perhaps  ornamental  buildings,  whether  tem- 
ples or  theaters." — Arnold.  I  can  not  but  think  that  in  addition  to  these 
objects  of  expenditure,  if  not  before  them  all,  reference  is  made  to  the 
slaves,  cattle,  and  implements,  with  which  the  land  ought  to  be  stocked, 
but  was  not,  in  consequence  of  the  unsettled  state  of  the  country.  As 
ovdelc  seems  to  refer  to  individttcUs,  not  to  states,  in  the  preceding  clause, 
it  would  naturally  refer  to  them  in  this  also ;  as  ^Kaarog  also  does  in  the 
following  sentence.  And  with  regard  to  this  signification  of  KaraaKevy^ 
it  is  one  which  both  the  noun  and  the  verb  formed  from  it  repeatedly 
convey  in  Xenophon's  poUtical  and  economical  treatises ;  e.  g.,  Be  Vecti- 
gaUbus,  rV.  11,  oizug  OapaovvTsg  fihv  6ti  TrXiiarovg  uvOp6novg  Inl  rd 
dpyvpia  ayofievy  Oapaovvreg  6^  KaTaoKeva^ofieOa  iv  avroic.  And  again, 
41,  El  6^  TLveg  ad  ^otovvraiy  fifj  fiaraia  uv  yevoiro  uvttj  tj  KaraoKev^,  d 
nu?i€]Liog  iyepdelij — tl  ycLp  69j  elg  izolepLOv  KTfjiia  xPVOif^<^T^pov  uv6p6n(jdv. 
And  in  the  same  way,  Thucydides  himself  uses  the  verb  particularly  with 
reference  to  slaves,  as  though  they  formed  the  chief  stock  in  the  country, 
in  another  speech  which  he  puts  into  the  mouth  of  Aldbiades ;  ch.  91. 7, 
0/f  re  yuQ  fj  X^9^  KaTeaKevaarai^  tH  iroTCXii  Trpdf  v/idf,  tH  fUv  '^TitpOevTa 
Til  6'  avTofiaray  tj^el,  I  think  therefore  that  in  the  present  passage  also 
by  the  expression  til  Iv  t^  x^P^  vofiifioig  KaraaKevaig  he  means  the  differ- 
ent parts  of  an  agricultural  property,  and  more  especially  the  slaves, 
which  formed  the  most  valuable  and  important  part,  while  a  country  was 
in  a  peaceful  and  prosperous  condition ;  but  one  so  likely  to  be  lost  in  a 
period  of  war  and  revolution,  that  the  Siceliots,  according  to  the  view  of 
their  unsettled  state  which  Alcibiades  here  gives,  would  have  very  httle 
inducement  to  invest  their  money  in  them. 
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who  from  hatred  of  the  Syracusans  will  join  us  in  attacking 
them — and  those  here  will  not  prove  an  obstacle,  if  you  take 
a  right  view  of  the  matter.  For  our  fathers  had  these  very- 
men,  whom  they  say  you  would  leave  behind  you  in  hostility 
when  sailing  there,  and  the  Mede  beside,  as  their  enemies ; 
and  still  they  won  their  empire ;  though  strong  in  nothing  else 
but  the  superiority  of  their  fleet,  -^d  as  things  stand  now, 
never  yet  were  the  Peloponnesians  more  hopeless  with  regard 
to  us ;  and  even  if  they  are  ever  so  confident,  for  invading  our 
country  indeed  they  are  strong  enough,  even  though  we  do 
not  undertake  the  expedition ;  but  with  their  naval  force  they 
can  not  hurt  us,  [though  we  do  undertake  it ;]  for  we  have 
a  fleet  left  behind  that  is  a  match  for  them. 

18.  "On  what  reasonable  argument,  then,  could  we  ourselves 
shrink  from  it ;  or  on  what  plea  addressed  to  our  allies  there 
could  we  refuse  to  succor  them  For  since  we  have  entered 
into  league  with  them,  we  ought  to  assist  them,  and  not  to  ob- 
ject that  they  too  have  not  assisted  us.  For  we  united  them  with 
us,  not  that  they  might  come  here  to  help  us  in  their  turn,  but 
that  by  annoying  our  enemies  there  they  might  prevent  their 
coming  here  to  attack  us.  And  it  is  in  this  way  that  empire 
has  been  won,  both  by  us  and  by  all  others  who  have  en- 
joyed it ;  I  meau  by  readily  taking  part  with  those  barbari- 
ans or  Greeks  who  from  time  to  time  called  them  to  their  aid ; 
since  if  all  should  remain  quiet,  or  nicely  choose'  whom  they 
ought  to  assist;  we  should  make  but  slight  additions  to  it, 
but  should  rather  run  a  risk  of  losing  even  what  it  now  is. 
For  men  do  not  only  defend  themselves  against  a  superior 
when  he  has  attacked  them,  but  also  strike  the  first  blow,  to 
prevent  his  attacking  them.  And  it  is  not  possible  for  us  to 
portion  out  exactly  how  far  we  wish  to  hold  dominion ;  but 
since  we  are  in  our  present  position,  we  must  form  designs 
against  some,  and  not  give  up  others ;  because  we  should  be 
subjected  to  the  rule  of  another  party,  if  we  did  not  ourselves 
rule  over  others.  Nor  must  you  take  the  same  view  of  quiet 
as  the  rest  of  the  world,  unless  you  will  also  receive  fresh  in- 
stitutions assimilating  to  theirs.  Considering,  then,  that  we 
shall  rather  aggrandize  our  possessions  here,  if  we  go  in  quest 
of  those  there,  let  us  make  the  expedition ;  that  we  may  both 

^  Or,  "  make  distinctions  of  race  in  choosing,"  etc. ;  according  to  the 
reading  ipvXoKpivoleVf  which  Poppo,  G-oller,  and  Bloomfield  adopt. 
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prostrate  the  pride  of  the  Pelc^nnesians,  by  bein^  seen,  re- 
gardless of  present  peace,  to  sail  even  against  Sicily;  and  at 
Qie  same  time  by  either  ruling,  as  we  most  probably  shall, 
over  the  whole  of  Greece,  through  being  joined  by  those  there 
or  at  any  rate  by  injuring  the  Syracusans,  by  which  both 
ourselves  and  our  allies  will  be  benefited.  And  as  for  secur- 
ity, whether  for  remaining  there,  in  case  of  any  success,  or 
for  returning,  our  fleet  will  provide  us  with  it :  for  by  sea  we 
shall  be  superior  to  all  the  Siceliots  put  together.  And  let  not 
the  non-interfering  policy  which  Nicias  recommends  in  his 
speeches,  nor  his  setting  the  young  against  the  old,  divert  you 
from  your  purpose ;  but  acting  in  your  usual  order,  just  as 
our  fathers,  by  consulting  young  with  old,  raised  the  state  to 
its  present  height,  do  ye  now  too,  in  the  same  manner,  endeav- 
or to  advance  it ;  being  convinced  that  youth  and  old  age, 
can  do  nothing  without  each  other ;  but  that  the  period  of 
levity,  and  of  mid-age,  and  of  extreme  preciseness  will  have 
most  power  when  joined  together;  and  that  the  state,  if  it  re- 
main quiet,  will  be  worn  out  on  itself,  like  any  thing  else,  and 
its  skill  in  every  thing  grow  dull ;  while  by  entering  into  con- 
test it  will  continually  gain  fresh  experience,  and  will  find 
self-defense  habitual  to  it,  not  in  word,  but  rather  in  deed. 
My  decided  opion  then  is,  that  I  think  a  state  of  no  inactive 
character  would  most  quickly  be  ruined  by  change  to  inac- 
tivity ;  and  that  those  men  live  most  securely,  who  regulate 
their  afiGurs  in  accordance  with  their  existing  habits  and  insti- 
tutions, even  though  they  may  be  of  an  inferior  character, 
with  the  least  variation." 

19.  To  this  effect  spoke  Alcibiades.  When  the  Athenians  had 
heard  him  and  the  Segestans  and  some  Leontine  exiles,  who, 
coming  forward,  begged  and  entreated  them  to  assist  them,  re- 
minding them  of  meir  oaths,  they  were  much  more  eager  for 
the  expedition  than  before.  So  Nicias,  perceiving  that  he 
could  not  now  turn  them  from  it  by  the  same  argumente  as  he 
had  used  before,  but  might  perhaps  change  their  purpose  by 
the  amount  of  armament,  if  he  should  command  a  numerous 
one  to  be  prepared;  he  came  forward  again,  and  addressed 
them  as  follows : 

20i  "  Since  I  see  you,  Athenians,  altogether  bent  on  making 
tlie  expedition,  may  these  things  turn  out  as  we  wish :  at  the 
present  time,  however,  I  will  declare  to  you  what  my  opinion 
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is.  We  are  about  to  go  then,  as  I  learn  from  report,  against 
cities  which  are  great,  and  not  subject  one  to  another,  or  in 
want  of  a  change,  like  that  by  which  men  would  gladly  pass 
from  a  state  of  violent  slavery  to  an  easier  condition  instead 
of  it;  which  will  reasonably  refuse  to  accept  our  dominion 
instead  of  freedom,  and  are  many  in  number,  considering  that 
they  are  in  one  island,  even  those  of  Greek  origin.  For  be- 
sides Naxos  and  Catana,  which  I  expect  will  side  with  us  on 
the  strength  of  their  connection  with  Leontini,  there  are  seven 
others,  and  those  equipped  with  every  thing  in  a  style  just 
agreeing  with  our  own  power,  and  most  of  all,  those  against 
which  we  are  more  especially  sailing,  namely,  Selinus  and 
Syracuse.  For  there  are  in  them  many  heavy-armed,  and 
bowmen,  and  dartmen,  with  many  triremes,  and  crowds  to 
man  them.  They  have  money  too,  partly  in  private  funds, 
and  partly  in  the  temples  also  at  Selinus;  while  the  Syra- 
cusans  have  also  first-fruits  paid  them  by  certain  barbarian 
tribes.  But  what  they  most  of  all  excel  us  in  is,  that  they  possess 
many  horses,  and  use  com  of  native  growth,  and  not  imported. 

21.  **  Against  such  a  power  then  we  require,  not  only  a 
marine*  and  inefficient  armament,  but  that  a  large  land  force 
also  should  sail  with  us,  if  we  are  to  achieve  any  3iing  suitable 
to  our  design,  and  are  not  to  be  shut  out  from  the  land  by  nu- 
merous cavalry;  especially  should  the  cities  league  together 
in  their  fear,  and  none  but  the  Segestans  be  our  Mends, 
and  ftimish  us  with  horse,  wherewith  to  defend  ourselves. 
But  it  were  disgraceftil  to  return  by  compulsion,  or  to  send  for 
fresh  supplies  afterward,  through  having  inconsiderately 
formed  our  plans  at  first  On  the  contrary,  we  must  go 
against  them  with  sufficient  forces,  knowing  that  we  are  about 
to  sail  far  from  our  own  country,  and  not  on  an  expedition  of 
the  same  kind  as  when  you  have  gone  at  different  times,  in 
the  character  of  allies,  against  any  of  your  subjects  in  these 
parts,  where  supplies  of  additional  necessaries  were  easily  ob- 
tained from  the  friendly  territory ;  but  departing  to  a  land  al- 

'  vavTiK^C  Kot  fpavTiw  aTparidg!]  i.  6.,  a  force  consiisting  only  of  the  few 
fighting  men  on  board  the  ships.  Or  even  if  the  seamen  themselves  were 
joined  with  them,  yet  their  want  of  arms  and  training  for  land  service 
would  render  them  a  very  inefficient  and  weak  force  against  the  troops 
of  Syracuse,  on  shore,  however  efficient  they  might  be  on  thei>  own  ele- 
ment 
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together  alien  to  you,  from  which  for  as  many  as  four  months 
in  the  winter  it  is  not  easy  for  a  messenger  to  come  here.* 

22.  "  I  think  therefore  that  we  ought  to  take  many  heavy- 
armed,  both  of  our  own  and  of  our  allies,  whether  those  who 
are  subject  to  us,  or  any  in  the  Peloponnese  that  we  may  be 
able  either  to  prevail  upon  by  argument,  or  to  take  into  our  pay ; 
many  bowmen  also  and  slingers,  to  offer  resistance  to  the  Si- 
cilian horse ;  and  that  in  ships  we  should  have  a  very  decided 
superiority,  in  order  that  we  may  the  more  easily  bring  in 
what  is  necessary :  while  we*  take  our  com  from  home  also 
in  merchant  vessels,  namely,  wheat  and  parched  barley,  with 
bakers  from  the  mills,  compelled,  in  proportion  to  their  num- 
bers, to  serve  for  pay ;  that  should  we  any  where  be  detained 
by  stress  of  weather,  the  force  may  have  provisions ;  (for  so 
numerous  as  it  is,  it  will  not  be  one  for  every  city  to  receive). 
All  other  things  too  we  must  provide,  as  mr  as  we  can,  and 
not  depend  upon  others ;  but,  most  of  all,  we  must  take  from 
home  as  much  money  as  possible.  For  as  for  that  of  the  Se- 
gestans,  which  is  asserted  to  be  there  in  readiness,  believe 
that  it  is  in  the  way  of  assertion,  more  than  in  any  other  way, 
that  it  will  be  ready. 

23.  "  For  supposing  us  to  go  hence,  not  only  provided  on  a 
scale  equal  to  the  enemy  (excepting,  at  least,  their  heavy- 
armed  fighting  force'),  but  even  surpassing  them  in  all  re- 
spects ;  yet  scarcely  even  then  shall  we  be  able  to  subdue  that 
country,  and  to  save  this.  Indeed  we  must  consider  that  we 
are  going  to  found  a  city  among  aliens  and   enemies;  and 

1  fiijviiVf  ovdi  TeaadpQv,']  I  can  not  at  all  agree  with  Poppo's  remark: 
"  Ovdi  inaolentius  trajectum  cum  w.  uyyeXov  f4^iov  iWelv  jungendmn 
est"  That  would  certainly  give  a  suitable  and  more  easy  sense  to  the 
passage,  but  if  the  position  in  which  ov6e  stands  in  the  great  majority  of 
the  MSS.,  and  which  Poppo  himself  retains,  be  the  correct  one,  it  seema 
impossible  that  it  should  qualify  any  other  word  than  reaadpov ;  and  in 
that  case  its  force  appears  to  be  what  is  here  attributed  to  it. 

2  Tdv  di  KcU  avToifev  airov.]  Arnold  thinks  that  tov  airov  would  be  a 
better  reading;  but  there  is  no  necessity  at  all  for  such  a  change,  if  the 
article  be  taken  as  only  distinguishing  the  daas  of  provisions  here  spoken 
of  from  another,  viz.,  the  com  they  took  with  them,  in  opposition  to  that 
which  they  would  get  in  Sicily,  and  which  is  mentioned  in  the  words 
immediately  preceding,  li^a  kcU  tcL  iirnijdeia  figov  ioKOftti^ufiedcu 

3  "  Because  as  on  the  one  hand  it  was  impossible  for  tiie  Athenian  ex- 
pedition to  match  the  Syracusan  in&ntry  in  point  of  numbers,  so  on  the 
other  hand  they  were  so  superior  in  discipline,  that  even  with  a  great 
disparity  of  numbers  they  were  fully  able  to  cope  with  them." — AmoUL 
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such  men  must  either,  the  first  day  they  land,  be  at  once  mas- 
ters of  the  country,  or  know  that  if  they  Ml  to  do  so,  they 
will  find  every  thing  opposed  to  them.  For  myself  then, 
being  a&aid  of  this,  and  knowing  that  on  many  points  we 
must  take  good  counsel,  and  on  still  more  have  good  luck 
(and  that  is  difficult  for  such  as  are  but  men),  I  wish  to  sail 
nrom  home  committing  myself  as  little  as  possible  to  fortune, 
and  secured  against  feilure  by  our  preparations,  according  to 
all  reasonable  hopes.  For  this  I  consider  to  be  at  once  most 
safe  for  the  state  at  large,  and  conducive  to  the  preservation 
of  us  who  will  go  on  Ihe  expedition.  But  if  any  one  think 
otherwise,  I  resign  the  command  to  him." 

24.  Thus  much  spoke  Nicias,  thinking  that  he  should 
either  deter  ihe  Athenians  by  the  vast  scale  of  his  measures, 
or  that  if  he  were  compelled  to  join  the  expedition,  he  should 
in  this  way  sail  on  it  most  safely.  They,  however,  had  not 
their  desire  for  the  voyage  taken  from  them  by  the  burden- 
some nature  of  the  preparations,  but  were  much  more  eager 
for  it  thMi  ever ;  and  the  result  proved  just  contrary  to  what 
he  had  expected ;  for  it  was  thought  that  he  had  given  them 
good  advice,  and  that  now  certainly  they  would  have  even 
abundant  assurance  of  success.  And  so  all  alike  were  seized 
with  a  longing  to  go  on  the  expedition :  the  elder,  from  a  belief 
that  they  diould  either  subdue  the  places  against  which  they 
were  about  to  sail,  or  that  a  large  force  would  meet  with  no 
misfortune :  those  in  the  prime  of  life,  from  a  desire  of  foreign 
sights  and  spectacles,  and  because  they  were  in  good  hope  of 
returning  safe  from  it :  the  mass  of  the  people  and  of  the  sol- 
diery, from  thinking  that  they  should  both  make  money  at 
present,  and  gain  additional  power,  from  which  an  unfailing 
fund  for  pay  would  be  obtained.  So  that  owing  to  the  excessive 
desire  of  the  majority  for  the  measure,  even  if  any  one  were  not 
pleased  with  i',  he  was  afraid  that  by  voting  against  it  he  might 
appear  ill-afiectcd  to  the  state,  and  therefore  held  his  peace. 

25.  At  last  one  of  the  Athenians  came  forward,  and  calling 
on  Nicias,  said  that  he  ought  not  to  make  excuses  and  to  pro- 
crastinate, but  to  say  now  before  them  all,  what  forces  the 
Athenians  should  vote  him.  He  then,  though  reluctantlj^, 
said  that  he  would  deliberate  more  leisurely  on  me  question,  m 
concert  with  his  colleagues :  as  far,  however,  as  he  saw  at  pres- 
ent, they  should   not  sail  with  less  than  a   hundred  triremes 
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(as  many  of  the  Athenian  ships  as  might  he  thought  fit  would 
carry  the  heavy  infantry,  while  others  must  be  sent  for  from 
the  allies),  with  not  fewer  than  five  thousand  heavy-armed  in 
all,  of  the  Athenians  and  the  allies,  and  even  more,  if  at  all 
possible ;  and  that  they*  would  get  ready  and  take  with  them 
the  rest  of  the  armament  in  proportion,  both  archers  from 
home  and  from  Crete,  slingers,  and  whatever  else  should  be 
thought  proper. 

26.  The  Athenians,  afrer  hearing  him,  immediately  voted 
that  the  generals  should  be  invested  with  full  powers  to  make 
arrangements,  both  concerning  the  number  of  troops,  and 
every  thing  connected  with  the  whole  expedition,  ss  ihey  might 
judge  to  be  best  for  Athens.  After  this,  the  preparations  began 
to  be  made ;  and  they  both  sent  to  the  alhes,  and  threw  up 
their  muster-rolls  at  home.  The  city  had  lately  recovered  itself 
from  the  plague,  and  from  continued  hostihties,  as  r^arded 
both  the  number  of  young  men  who  had  grown  up,  and  the 
accumulation  of  money  in  consequence  of  uie  truce ;  so  that 
every  thing  was  the  more  easily  provided.  And  thus  they  were 
engaged  in  preparations. 

27.  In  the  mean  time,  of  all  the  stone  Mercuries  in  the  city 
of  Athens  (they  are,  according  to  the  fashion  of  the  coimtry, 
those  well-known  square  figures,  numerous  both  in  private 
and  sacred  door-ways),  the  greater  part  had  their  faces  muti- 
lated in  one  night  The  perpetrators  of  this  ofiense  were  known 
to  no  one ;  but  search  was  made  for  them,  with  great  rewards 
for  information  offered  at  the  public  expense.  Moreover, 
the  people  voted,  that  if  any  one  knew  any  other  act  of  impiety 
to  have  been  committed,  whoever  wished,  whether  citizen, 
alien,  or  slave,  should  without  fear  give  information  of  it. 
And  they  took  the  matter  up  more  seriously'  than  it  deserved ; 
for  it  was  considered  to  be  an  omen  of  the  expedition,  and  also 
to  have  been  done  on  the  strength  of  a  conspiracy  for  bring- 
ing about  a  revolution,  and  for  putting  down  the  democracy. 

*  4.  e.,  according  to  Arnold's  explanation,  **  they,  including  himself 
who  was  to  command  the  expedition ;"  according  to  Haack's  and  Poppo's, 
Nicias  himself  and  his  coUeagues.  The  latter  seems  the  more  natural 
of  the  two. 

•2  Or  the  comparative  may,  perhaps,  mean  "  more  seriously  than  they 
would  have  done  under  other  circumstances."  Or  it  may  be  used  here, 
as  in  other  places,  with  a  force  scarcely  distinguishable  fix>m  that  of  the 
pofiitiva 
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28.  Infonnation  therefore  was  given  by  some  naturalized 
aliens,  and  slaves  who  were  in  personal  attendance  on  their 
masters,  though  not  at  all  respecting  the  Mercuries,  yet  of 
certain  mutilations  of  other  images  which  had  before  been  per- 
petrated by  some  young  men  in  a  drunken  frolic :  and,  more- 
over, that  in  certain  private  houses  the  mysteries  were  celebrated 
in  mockery.  In  this  charge  they  implicated  Alcibiades ;  and 
those  took  it  up  who  were  most  hostile  to  him,  as  being  an  ob- 
stacle to  their  own  taking  the  permanent  lead  o(  the  people. 
Thinking  therefore,  that  if  they  expelled  him,  they  would  have 
the  first  place,  they  magnified  the  business,  and  raised  an  out- 
cry, to  the  effect  that  both  the  affair  of  the  mysteries  and  the 
mutilatiou  of  the  Mercuries  had  been  done  for  the  abolition  of 
democracy;  and  that  there  was  none  of  all  these  things  that 
had  been  executed  without  his  assistance  :  alleging  in  proof  of 
the  assertion  his  general  contempt  for  the  law  in  his  personal 
habits,  so  opposed  to  the  spirit  of  democracy. 

29.  He  at  once  defended  himself  against  these  charges,  and 
was  ready  to  submit  to  trial,  as  to  his  being  ^ilty  of  any  of 
these  things,  before  going  on  the  expedition  (for  by  this  time 
all  things  necessary  for  the  armament  had  been  provided),  and 
if  he  had  done  any  of  these  things,  he  was  wiUing  to  be  punr 
ished;  but  if  he  were  acquitted,  to  take  the  command.  He 
protested,  too,  that  they  should  not  listen  to  slanders  against 
him  in  his  absence,  but  put  him  to  death  at  once  if  he  were 
guilty ;  and  that  it  was  more  prudent  not  to  send  him  out  at 
the  head  of  so  large  an  armament,  with  such  an  accusation 
attaching  to  him,  before  they  had  decided  the  question.  But 
his  enemies  being  afraid  of  the  army,  lest  he  snotkld  have  its 
good  wishes,  if  at  once  brought  to  trial ;  and  lest  the  people 
should  relent,  who  courted  him,  because  for  his  sake  the  Ar- 
gives  and  some  of  the  Mantineans  were  joining  in  the  expe- 
dition ;  they  wished  to  put  it  ofl^  and  earnestly  dissuaded  the 
measure,  by  bringing  forward  other  orators,  who  urged  that  at 
present  he  should  sail,  and  not  delay  the  departure  of  the  army, 
but  should  on  his  return  take  his  trial  within  such  a  number 
of  days  as  might  be  appointed.  For  they  wished  to  have  him 
sent  for,  and  brought  home  for  trial  on  a  graver  charge,  which 
they  could  more  easily  get  up  in  his  absence.  Accordingly  it 
was  resolved  that  Alcibiades  should  sail. 

30.  After  this,  when  it  was  now  midsummer,  the  departure 
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for  Sicily  took  place.  Now  to  the  greater  part  of  the  allies, 
with  the  provision  ships,  and  the  smaller  craft,  and  all  the 
other  vessels  that  accompanied  them,  orders  had  before  been 
given  to  muster  at  Corcyra,  with  a  view  to  their  crossing  the 
Ionian  Sea  in  a  body  from  that  place  to  the  lapygian  foreland. 
But  the  Athenians  themselves,  and  such  of  the  aUies  as  were 
present,  went  down  to  the  Piraeus  on  an  appointed  day,  as  soon 
as  it  was  light,  and  proceeded  to  man  their  ships  for  the  purpose 
of  putting  out  to  sea.  The  whole  multitude  too  (so  to  speak), 
that  was  in  the  city,  both  of  citizens  and  foreigners,  went  down 
with  them.  The  natives  accompanied,  respectively,  those  who 
belonged  to  them,  whether  fnends,  kinsmen,  or  sons;  and 
went  at  once  with  hope  and  with  lamentations;  with  hope, 
that  they  would  attain  what  they  went  for ;  but  with  lament- 
ation, as  doubtful  if  they  should  ever  again  see  their  friends, 
when  they  remembered  on  how  long  a  voyage  they  were  set- 
ting out  from  their  country.  At  the  present  time  too,  when 
they  were  now  to  take  leave  of  each  other  on  a  perilous  un- 
dertaking, the  thought  of  the  dangers  struck  them  more 
forcibly  than  when  they  were  voting  for  the  expedition: 
though,  nevertheless,  they  were  cheered  by  the  sight  of  their 
present  strength,  through  the  numbers  of  each  part  of  the 
armament  which  they  beheld.  As  to  the  foreigners,  and  the 
rest  of  the  multitude,  they  went  to  see  the  sight,  as  tibat  of  an 
enterprise  worthy  of  their  notice,  and  surpassing  belief 

31.  This  armament  which  firs  sailed  out,*  going  from  a 
single  city,  and  consisting  of  a  Grecian  force,  was  the  most 
costly  and  splendid  of  all  up  to  that  time.  Tet  in  number  of 
ships  and  of  heavy-armed,  that  against  Epidaurus  under 
Pericles,  and  the  same  when  going  against  Potidaea  under 
Hagnon,  was  not  inferior  to  this :  for  there  were  in  it  four 
thousand  heavy-armed  of  the  Athenians  themselves,  three 
hundred  horse,  and  a  hundred  triremes,  with  fifiy  of  the 
Lesbians  and  Ghians,  while  many  allies  besides  joined  in  the 
expedition.    But  they  were  dispatched  on  a  short  voyage  and 

1  irapaoKevfi  airn  Trporj/.]  I  have  followed  Groller's  and  Arnold's  inter- 
pretation of  these  words  in  preference  to  that  of  Ppppo,  who  joins  Trpon; 
with  irolvTeleaTaTrj  di),  and  renders  the  passage  thus :  "  Hie  enim  fait 
apparatus  primus  sumptuosissimus  profectus ;"  which  appears  to  imply 
that  there  could  be  more  than  owe  expedition  that  was  Vie  most  cosUy  of 
all  up  to  that  time.  Unless  "  primus"  is  intended  by  him  to  expresf 
quali^,  and  not  time ;  which  does  not  seem  probable. 
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with  scanty  preparation :  whereas  this  expedition  started  with 
the  expectation  of  its  being  a  long  one,  and  was  equipped  for 
both  kinds  of  service,  whichever  might  be  required,  with 
ships  and  land-forces  at  the  same  time.  The  fleet  was  elabor- 
ately fitted  out,  at  great  expense  both  on  the  part  of  the  cap- 
tains and  of  the  state.  For  the  treasury  gave  a  drachma  a 
day  to  edch  seaman,  and  furnished  empty  vessels,  sixty  &st 
sailers  and  forty  transports ;  while  the  captains  provided  the 
best  crews  for  them,  and  gave  gratuities  in  addition  to  the  pay 
from  the  treasury,  to  the  thranitm^  and  to  the  petty  oflScers ; 
and  made  use  besides  of  expensive  ensigns  and  equipments; 
each  one  of  them  being  in  the  highest  degree  desirous  that 
his  own  ship  should  excel  most  in  beauty  and  fast  sailing. 
The  land-forces,  on  the  other  hand,  were  selected  from  the  best 
muster-rolls,  and  vied  with  each  other  in  great  attention  to 
their  arms  and  personal  accouterments.  The  consequence 
was,  that  there  was  at  once  a  rivalry  among  themselves,  in 
the  arm  of  the  service  to  which  they  were  severally  appointed ; 
and  that  with  the  rest  of  the  Greeks  it  was  imagined  to  be  a 
display  of  power  and  resources,  rather  than  an  armament 
raised  against  an  enemy.  For  if  any  one  had  reckoned  the 
public  expenditure  of  the  state,  and  the  private  outlay  of  in- 
dividuals ;  with  regard  to  the  state,  what  sums  it  had  already 
spent  upon  it,  and  what  it  was  sending  out  in  the  hands  of  iksQ 
generals ;  and  with  regard  to  individuals,  what  each  had  laid 
out  on  his  personal  equipment,  and,  in  the  case  of  a  captain,  on 
his  ship,  with  what  he  was  likely  to  lay  out  still ;  and,  mwe- 
over,  what  it  was  probable  that  every  one  had  provided,  in- 
dependently of  his  pay  from  the  treasury,  toward  the  expenses 
of  a  voyage  expected  to  be  so  long ;  and  what  each  soldier  or 
trader  took  with  him  for  the  purpose  of  exchange  [if  all 
these  sums,  I  say,  had  been  calculated] ;  it  would  have  been 
found  that  many  talents  in  all  were  being  taken  out  of  the  city. 
And  the  expedition  was  no  less  celebrated  through  men's 
astonishment  at  its  boldness,  and  the  splendor  of  its  appear- 
ance, than  for  the  superiority  of  the  armament,  compared  with 

*  dpctviratg.']  i.  e.,  the  highest  of  the  three  banks  of  rowers  in  a  tri- 
reme, whose  labor  was  greater  in  proportion  to  the  greater  length  of  the 
oars  they  worked.  Groller  supposes  iinipeaiaig  in  this  passage  to  signify 
"  the  servants  of  the  sailors,"  and  Poppo  agrees  with  him,  if  the  text  be 
allowed  to  be  sound.  I  have  followed  Arnold's  interpretation.  See  his 
not©  on  the  passage. 
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those  whom  they  were  going  to  attack ;  and  from  the  fact  of 
its  being  the  longest  passage  from  their  own  country  that  had 
hitherto  been  undertaken,  and  with  the  greatest  hope  of  future 
advantages  in  comparison  with  their  present  means. 

32.  Now  when  the  ships  were  manned,  and  every  thing 
was  put  on  board  that  they  meant  to  set  sail  with,  silence 
was  proclaimed  by  trumpet,  and  they  offered  the  prayers 
which  are  usual  before  putting  out  to  sea ;  not  ship  by  ship 
singly,  but  all  together,  responding  to  a  herald ;  having  mixed 
bowls  of  wine  through  the  whole  armament,  and  both  seamen 
and  their  oflScers  nuking  oblations  with  gold  and  silver  goblets. 
They  were  joined  also  in  their  prayers  by  the  rest  of  the  mul- 
titude on  shore,  both  the  citizens  and  whoever  else  was  there 
that  wished  them  well.  When  they  had  sung  their  hjrmn, 
and  finished  their  libations,  they  weighed  anchor ;  and  having 
at  first  sailed  out  in  a  column,  they  then  raced  each  other  as 
far  as  ^gina.  And  thus  they  hastened  to  reach  Corcyra, 
where  the  remaining  force  of  the  allies  was  also  assembling. 

Now  tidings  of  the  expedition  were  brought  to  Syracuse  from 
many  quarters,  but  for  a  long  time  received  no  credit  at  all. 
Nay,  even  when  an  assembly  was  held  on  the  subject,  both  by 
others  were  speeches  to  the  following  efiect  delivered  (some 
believing  the  report  of  the  Athenian  expedition,  while  some 
contradicted  it),  and  Hermocrates,  the  son  of  Hermon,  coming 
forward  to  them,  from  a  conviction  that  he  had  accurate  infor- 
mation oft  the  subject,  addressed  to  them  the  following  advice : 

33.  "  I  shall,  perhaps,  appear  to  you,  as  some  others  have 
done,  to  speak  what  is  incredible  concerning  the  reality  of  the 
expedition  that  is  coming  against  us :  and  I  know  that  those 
who  either  make  statements,  or  bring  reports,  which  do  not 
seem  to  be  credible,  not  only  fail  to  convince,  but  are  also 
thought  to  be  fooUsh.  Nevertheless  I  will  not,  through  fear  of 
this,  hold  my  tongue  when  the  state  is  in  danger,  since  I  am 
myself  at  any  rate,  persuaded  that  I  speak  with  more  cer- 
tain knowledge  than  others.  For  the  Athenians,  much  as  you 
are  surprised  at  it,  have  set  out  against  us  with  a  large  force 
both  for  sea  and  land  seiTice,  nominally,  on  account  of  an  al- 
liance with  the  Segestians,  and  for  the  purpose  of  settling  the 
Leontines,  but  really  through  desire  for  Sicily,  and  most  of  all 
for  our  city,  thinking  that  if  they  get  this,  they  will  easily  get 
the  rest  also.    With  a  conviction,  Qien,  that  they  will  quickly 
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be  here,  consider  how  with  your  present  resources  you  may 
best  defend  yourselves,  and  may  neither  through  despising  the 
matter  be  taken  oflf  your  guard,  nor  through  disbelieving  it 
neglect  the  conmion  weal.  But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  I  appear 
to  any  one  to  speak  credibly,  let  him  not  be  struck  with  con- 
sternation at  their  boldness  and  power.  For  neither  will  they 
be  able  to  do  us  more  harm  than  they  receive,  nor,  because  they 
are  coming  against  us  with  a  great  armament,  are  they  on  that 
account  without  advantage  for  us ;  but  it  is  much  better  with 
respect  to  the  rest  of  the  Siceliots  (for  they  will  be  the  more 
willing,  in  their  consternation,  to  join  our  alliance),  and  in 
case  of  our  either  defeating  them,  or  repulsing  them  without 
their  obtaining  the  objects  of  their  ambition  (for  certainly  I  am 
not  afraid  of  their  gaining  what  they  expect),  it  will  prove  the 
most  glorious  achievement,  for  us,  and  one  which,  by  me 
at  least,  is  not  unexpected.  For  few  have  been  the  great  arma^ 
ments,  either  of  Greeks  or  barbarians,  which  have  gone  far 
from  home  and  proved  successful.  For  they  come  not  in 
greater  numbers  than  the  natives  of  the  country  and  those  who 
Eve  near  it  (since  all  league  together  through  fear),  and  if  they 
fail  through  want  of  provisions  in  a  foreign  land,  even  thougn 
they  fail  chiefly  through  their  own  fault,  they  nevertheless  leave 
a  proud  name  to  those  who  were  the  objects  of  attack.  Just  as 
these  very  Athenians,  when  the  Mede,  contrary  to  expectation, 
Was  so  signally  defeated,  grew  great  on  the  strength  of  the  re- 
port, that  it  was  against  Athens  that  he  had  come.  And  there 
is  reason  for  hoping  that  in  our  case  the  result  may  be  the  same. 
34.  "  With  good  courage,  then,  let  us  both  make  our  prep- 
arations here,  and  send  to  the  Sicels,  to  strengthen  the  at- 
tachment of  some  of  them,  and  endeavor  to  enter  into  friend- 
ship and  alliance  with  others ;  while  we  dispatch  envoys  to 
the  rest  of  Sicily,  to  prove  that  the  danger  is  common  to  all ; 
and  to  Italy,  that  either  we  may  gain  their  alliance  for  our- 
selves, or  they  may  refuse  to  receive  the  Athenians.  I  think 
it  better,  too,  that  we  should  also  send  to  Carthage.  For  this 
is  nothing  unexpected  by  them ;  but  they  are  always  in  fear 
that  they  may  some  time  or  other  find  the  Athenians  coming 
against  their  country;  and  therefore  thinking,  perhaps,  that 
if  they  abandoned  these  places,  they  would  themselves  be 
brought  into  trouble,  they  might  be  willing  to  assist  us ;  at 
least  secretly,  if  not  opeiJy ;  or  at  any  rate  in  some  way  or 
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other.  And  they  are  more  able  to  do  it,  if  they  please,  than 
any  men  of  the  present  day ;  for  they  possess  most  gold  and 
silver ;  and  it  is  by  means  of  these  that  war,  like  every  thing 
else,  prospers.  Let  us  likewise  send  to  Lacedsemon  and 
Corinth,  begging  them  to  come  hither  to  our  aid  as  quickly  as 
possible,  and  to  slir  up  the  war  there.  And  what  I  think  the 
most  expedient  course,  though  you,  through  your  habitual 
love  of  quiet,  would  be  least  qmckly  persuaded  to  adopt  it, 
shall,  notwithstanding  that,  be  mentioned.  If  then  we 
Siceliots — all  in  one  body,  if  possible ;  but  if  not,  as  many  as 
possible  in  concert  with  us — ^would  launch  the  whole  of  our 
present  navy,  with  two  months'  provisions,  and  go  to  meet  the 
Athenians  at  Tarentum  and  the  lapygian  foreland,  and  show 
them  that  they  will  not  have  to  fight  about  Sicily  before  they 
have  fought  for  their  own  passage  over  the  Ionian  Sea;  we 
should  strike  them  with  the  greatest  fear,  and  set  them  on 
considering  that  we  are  starting  from  a  friendly  countiy  as  its 
guardians  (for  Tarentum  is  ready  to  receive  us),  but  that  for 
them  the  tract  of  open  sea  is  a  wide  one  to  cross  with  all  their 
armament ;  which  would  hardly  remain  in  order  through  so 
long  a  voyage,  and  would  be  easily  attacked  by  us,  while  it 
came  on  slowly  and  in  small  divisions.  But  supposing,  on 
the  other  hand,  that,  having  lightened  their  ships,  they  should 
attack  us  with  the  better  sailing  part  of  their  fleet  in  a  more 
compact  body ;  then,  if  they  use  their  oars,  we  shall  fall  on 
them  when  they  are  wearied ;  or  if  we  should  not  choose  to  do 
so,  we  may  also  retire  to  Tarentum:  while  they  having 
crossed  with  few  provisions,  on  purpose  for  an  engagement, 
would  be  at  a  loss  what  to  do  in  uninhabited  regions ;  and 
would  either  be  blockaded,  if  they  remained,  or  u  they  at- 
tempted to  sail  along  the  coast,  would  abandon  the  rest  of  their 
armament,  and  would  be  dispirited,  from  having  no  certainty 
whether  the  cities  would  receive  them  or  not.  I  therefore,  for 
my  part,  am  of  opinion,  that  being  deterred  by  this  consider- 
ation, they  would  not  so  much  as  put  out  from  Corcyra ;  but 
would  either,  after  deliberating  and  reconnoitering  how  many 
we  are,  and  in  what  position,  be  driven  on  by  lie  season  of 
the  year  into  winter ;  or,  in  consternation  at  the  unexpected 
result,  break  up  the  expedition:  especially  since  the  most 
skillful  of  their  generals,  as  I  hear,  is  taking  the  command 
against  his  will,  and  would  gladly  seize  an  excuse  to  return, 
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If  any  considerable  resistance  were  seen  on  our  part.  We 
should  be  reported  too,  I  am  quite  sure,  83  being  more  than 
we  really  are ;  *  and  in  accordance  with  what  is  told  them  are 
men's  feelings  also  aflfected ;  and  of  those  who  are  beforehand 
in  attacking,  or,  at  any  rate,  let  those  who  are  going  to  attack 
them  see  beforehand  that  they  will  defend  themselves,  they 
stand  in  greater  fear,  considering  them  equal  to  the  danger. 
And  this  would  be  the  case  now  with  the  Athenians.  For 
they  are  coming  against  us  with  a  belief  that  we  shall  offer  no 
resistance ;  with  good  reason  contemning  us,  because  we  did 
not  join  the  Lacedaemonians  in  destroying  them.  But  if  they 
saw  us  acting  with  courage  beyond  their  expectation,  they 
would  be  more  dismayed  at  that  unlooked-for  result,  than  at 
the  power  which  we  really  possess.  Be  persuaded,  therefore,  to 
show  this  boldness,  if  possible ;  but  if  not,  then,  as  quickly  as 
possible,  to  get  ready  all  other  resources  for  the  war  ;  and  to 
think,  every  one  of  you,  that  contempt  for  your  assailants  is 
best  shown  by  bravery  of  deeds ;  but  that,  for  the  present,  to 
consider  those  preparations  most  safe  which  are  made  with  a 
feeling  of  fear,  and  to  act  as  in  a  season  of  danger,  would 
prove  most  to  your  advantage.  For  those  men  are  hoik  com- 
ing against  us,  and  already,  I  know  for  certain,  on  their  voyage, 
and  all  but  here." 

36.  Such  was  the  speech  of  Hermocrates.  But  the  people 
of  Syracuse  were  at  great  strife  one  with  another ;  some  main- 
taining that  the  Athenians  would  by  no  means  come,  and  that 
what  he  said  was  not  the  truth ;  others  asking  what  they  could 
do,  if  they  did  come,  which  they  would  not  suffer  on  a  larger 
scale  in  return.  Others,  again,  treated  the  matter  with  utter 
contempt,  and  turned  it  to  ridicule ;  while  there  were  but  few 
who  believed  Hermocrates,  and  were  afraid  of  what  was  coming. 
Athenagoras,  who  was  a  leader  of  the  people,  and  most  influ- 
ential with  the  multitude  at  the  present  time,  then  came  for- 
ward to  them  and  spoke  as  follows : 

36.  "With  regard  to  the  Athenians,  whoever  does  not 
wish  them  to  be  so  senseless,  and  to  be  reduc)/d  into  subjection 
to  us  by  coming  here,  is  either  a  coward,  or  ill  affected  toward 
his  country.  But  with  regard  to  those  who  bring  such  things, 
and  fill  you  with  such  excessive  fear,  I  wonder  at  them,  not 

^  Literally,  "  on  the  side  of  more,  or  excess  j"  like  M  rd  fiet^ov,  "L 
10.  3 
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for  their  audacity,  but  for  their  folly,  if  they  ima^ne  that  they 
are  not  seen  through.  For  being  afraid  themselves,  they  wish 
to  throw  the  whole  city  into  consternation,  in  order  that  they 
may  get  their  own  terror  thrown  into  the  shade  by  the  general 
alarm.  And  now  this  is  the  real  value  of  these  reports :  they 
do  not  arise  in  a  natural  way,  but  are  concocted  by  men  who 
are  always  raising  commotions  here.  But  you,  if  well  advised, 
will  not  look  at  and  estimate  probabilities  by  the  news  which 
these  persons  bring,  but  by  what  men  of  talent  and  great  ex- 
perience, as  I  presume  the  Athenians  are,  would  be  likely  to  do. 
For  it  is  not  probable  that  they,  leaving  the  Peloponnesians  be- 
hind them,  and  not  having  yet  brought  the  war  at  home  to  a 
sure  conclusion,  should  voluntarily  come  here  for  another  no 
less  arduous ;  since,  in  my  opinion,  they  are  quite  contented 
that  we,  with  so  many  and  so  great  cities  as  we  have,  are  not 
going  against  them, 

37.  "But,  indeed, if  they  should  come,  as  they  are. said  to 
be  coming,  I  consider  Sicily  more  competent  to  bring  the  war 
to  a  termination  than  the  Peloponnese  (inasmuch  as  it  is 
better  provided  in  all  respects),  and  our  city  by  itself  far 
stronger  than  the  army  which  is  now,  as  they  say,  coming 
against  us,  even  though  it  came  twice  as  large  as  it  is.  For  I 
know  that  neither  will  any  horses  accompany  them,  or  be  pro- 
vided for  them  here,  except  some  few  from  the  Segestans,  nor 
heavy-armed  equal  in  number  to  our  own,  coming,  as  they 
must  have  done,  on  board  ship.  For  it  is  a  great  thing  for 
even  the  ships  themselves,  lightly-laden,  to  perform  so  long  a 
voyage  hither ;  and  for  all  the  other  provisions  required 
against  such  a  city  (which  will  be  no  few),  to  be  furnished.  So 
far  then  am  I  from  believing  this,  that  I  think  if  they  came 
with  another  city  as  large  as  Syracuse  in  their  possession,  and 
living  there  on  our  borders  carried  on  the  war,  they  would 
hardly  avoid  utter  ruin :  much  less  then,  surely,  with  the 
whole  of  Sicily  hostile  to  them  (for  it  will  league  together) ; 
and  with  an  army  established  in  the  country  from  on  board 
ship ;  and  while  they  are  not  permitted  by  our  cavalry  to  ad- 
vance far  from  their  wretched  tents,  and  such  poor  equip- 
ments as  they  are  compelled  to  put  up  with.  In  short,  I  do  not 
think  they  would  even  effect  a  landing ;  so  far  superior  do  I 
consider  our  forces  to  be 

38.  "  But  the  Athenians,  as  I  tell  you,  being  aware  of  this, 
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are  engaged,  I  am  well  assured,  in  preserving  their  own  pos» 
sessions ;  and  it  is  persons  here  that  are  making  up  these  stories 
of  what  neither  is,  nor  could  ever  be,  the  case.  And  I  am  not 
now  for  the  first  time  convinced  of  them,  but  have  ever  been 
so,  that  they  wish  to  terrify  your  populace  by  such  tales  as 
these,  and  still  more  wicked  ones,  if  not  even  by  deeds; 
and  so  themselves  to  have  the  rule  of  the  city.  And  in  truth 
I  am  afraid,  lest  some  time  or  other,  by  making  many  at- 
tempts, they  should  even  succeed ;  while  we  are  ill-disposed, 
before  we  are  in  the  act  of  suffering,  to  take  precautionary 
measures  against  them,  and  after  finding  them  out,  to  proceed 
against  them.  And  so  by  these  means  our  city  is  seldom  at 
rest,  but  is  involved  in  many  feuds  and  conflicts — not  more 
frequently  with  its  enemies  than  with  itself — and  sometimes 
in  tyrannies  and  unprincipled  cabals.  But  I  will  endeavor, 
if  only  you  will  follow  my  advice,  to  let  none  of  these  things 
occur  in  our  time ;  by  convincing  you  who  form  the  mass  of 
the  people,  and  by  chastising  those  who  plot  such  things ;  not 
only  when  convicted  in  the  acts  (for  it  is  diflScult  so  to  catch 
them),  but  also  for  what  they  have  the  wish,  though  not  the 
power,  to  do.  For  we  must  avenge  ourselves  on  our  enemy, 
not  only  for  what  he  does,  but  beforehand  also,  for  his  intention 
to  do  it ;  inasmuch  as  if  we  were  not  first  in  guarding  against 
him,  we  shall  be  first  in  suffering.  With  regard  to  the  ohgarchs, 
on  the  other  hand,  I  shall  reprove  them  on  some  points,  watch 
them  on  others,  and  warn  tiiem  on  others ;  for  in  this  way  I 
think  I  shall  best  deter  them  from  their  evil  practices.  Aid, 
indeed,  what  is  it  (a  question  which  I  have  often  asked)  that 
ye  really  wish,  ye  young  men  ?  Is  it  to  enjoy  power  at  once  i 
But  that  is  not  lawful ;  and  that  law  was  so  enacted  in  conse- 
quence of  your  incompetency,  rather  than  with  a  wish  to  de- 
grade you  when  competent  for  the  task.  Well  then,  is  it  to 
avoid  being  under  the  same  laws  with  the  people  at  large  f 
And  how  then  is  it  right  for  the  same  people  not  to  be  thought 
worthy  of  the  same  privileges  ? 

39.'  "  Some  one  will  say,  that  a  democracy  is  neither  a  sensi- 
ble nor  an  equitable  thing,  but  that  those  who  have  property 
are  also  most  competent  to  rule  best  But  /  say,  in  the  first 
place,  that  *  democracy'  is  a  name  for  all,  but  *  oligarchy'  for 
only  a  part ;  and,  in  ihe  second  place,  that  though  iSie  ricn  are 
the  best  guardians  of  property,  the  intelligent  would  be  the 
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best  counselors,  and  the  mass  of  the  people  the  best  judges 
after  hearing  measures  discussed;  and  that  all  these  things, 
both  severally  and  collectively,  have  their  due  share  allotted 
to  them  in  a  democracy.  An  oligarchy,  on  the  other  hand, 
admits,  indeed,  the  many  to  a  share  of  dangers,  but  of  advan- 
tages it  not  only  enjoys  the  larger  part,  but  even  takes  away  and 
keeps  the  whole.  And  this  is  what  the  powerful  and  young 
among  you  desire — a.  thing  impossible  to  attain  in  a  great  city. 

40.  "Nay  then  at  length,  even  now,  O  ye  dullest  of  ail 
men  *  (for  of  all  the  Greeks  I  know,  are  you  either  most  sense- 
less, if  you  are  not  sensible  that  you  are  coveting  evil  things ; 
or  most  unprincipled,  if  you  know  it,  and  still  dare  to  pursue 
them) : — ^nay  then,  I  say,  either  acquire  that  knowledge,  or 
change  those  principles,  and  so  advance  the  interest  of  the 
city,  which  is  the  common  interest  of  all.  For  consider,  that 
those  who  are  good  among  you  will  share  that  in  an  equal,  or 
even  greater  degree,  than  the  mass  of  the  people  in  the  city ; 
but  that  if  you  wish  any  thing  else,  you  run  a  risk  of  being 
deprived  of  all.  And  have  done  with  such  reports  as  these, 
knowing  that  they  are  brought  to  those  who  are  aware  o^ 
and  will  not  tolerate,  your  designs.  For  this  city,  even  if  the 
Athenians  are  coming,  will  resist  them  in  a  manner  worthy  of 
itself;  and  we  have  generals  who  will  look  to  these  matters. 
And  if  none  of  the  reports  be  true  (which  is  my  opinion),  it 
will  not  lay  a  voluntary  slavery  on  itself,  by  being  panic-struck 
at  your  intelligence,  and  by  choosing  you  as  its  rulers ;  but 
will  look  at  the  circumstances  itself,  and  consider  the  words 
spoken  by  you  as  equivalent  to  deeds ;  and  will  not  be  deprived 
of  its  present  liberty  by  listening  to  you,  but  will  endeavor  to 
preserve  it  by  being  cautious  in  its  actions,  and  not  allowing 
you  to  go  unpunished." 

4.1 .  To  this  effect  spoke  Athenagoras.  One  of  the  generals 
then  rose  up,  and  would  no  longer  pennit  any  one  else  to 
come  forward,  but  himself  spoke  on  the  subject  before  them  to 
the  following  effect :  "  It  is  neither  prudent  for  any  parties  to 
utter  calumnies  against  each  other,  nor  for  those  who  hear  them 
to  admit  them ;  but  rather  to  see,  with  regard  to  the  intelli- 
gence brought  to  us,  how  we  may  prepare,  both  each  man 

1  I  have  attempted  to  translate  this  passage  aa  it  is  found  in  the  MSS., 
but  must  refer  to  the  diiOerent  editors  for  the  emendation  which  they 
propose  for  what  they  all  agree  in  thinking  the  corrupt  part  of  it 
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severally  and  the  whole  city  together,  to  defend  ourselves  well 
against  the  invaders.  And  even  supposing  it  not  to  be  re- 
quired, there  is  no  harm,  at  any  rate,  in  the  state  being  equip- 
ped with  horses,  and  arms,  and  every  thing  else  in  which  war 
rejoices.  And  we  ourselves  will  undertake  to  attend  to  and 
examine  these  things,  and  to  send  round  to  the  cities,  both  for 
observation,  and  whatever  else  may  appear  to  be  expedient. 
To  some  of  them,  indeed,  we  have  already  attended ;  and  what- 
ever we  discover,  we  will  lay  before  you."  After  the  general 
had  said  thus  much,  the  Syracusans  departed  jfrom  the  assembly. 

42.  Now  the  Athenians  were  by  this  time  at  Corcyra, 
themselves  and  all  their  allies.  And  in  the  first  place,  the 
generals  reviewed  the  armament  a  second  time,  and  made  their 
dispositions,  as  they  were  to  come  to  their  moorings,  and  to 
form  their  camp ;  making  three  squadrons,  and  allotting  one  to 
each  of  their  body,  that  they  might  not,  by  sailing  m  com- 
pany, be  at  a  loss  for  water,  and  ports,  and  provisions,  on  their 
touching  any  where ;  and  that  they  might  in  other  respects 
be  more  orderly  and  easy  to  control,  by  being  put  under  a 
particular  commander,  according  to  the  several  squadrons. 
They  next  sent  forward  three  ships  to  Italy  and  Sicily,  to  as- 
certain which  of  the  cities  would  receive  them ;  with  orders 
to  come  out  again  and  meet  them,  that  they  might  know  this 
when  they  put  in. 

43.  After  this,  the  Athenians  at  length  weighed  anchor, 
and  proceeded  to  cross  over  from  Corcyra  to  Sicily,  with  the 
following  force;  viz. — a  hundred  and  thirty-four  triremes,  in 
all,  and  two  Rhodian  fifty-oared  galleys  (a  hundred  of  these 
were  Athenian  vessels,  sixty  of  which  were  fast  sailers,  the 
rest  troop  ships ;  the  remainder  of  the  fleet  being  composed 
of  Chians,  and  the  other  allies) ;  of  heavy-armed,  in  aU, 
five  thousand  one  hundred  (of .which  there  were  raised  by 
the  Athenians  themselves  fifteen  hundred,  and  seven  hundred 
Thetes  *  serving  as  Epibatae  on  board  the  ships ;  the  rest  of 
those  who  joined  the  expedition  being  allies,  some  of  them 
sent  by  their  subjects,  others  by  the  Argives,  to  the  number 
of  five  hundred,  with  two  hundred  and  fifty  Mantineans,  who 
were  also  mercenaries) ;  of  archers,  in  all,  four  hundred  and 

*  ^^Tff.]  i,  e.f  men  included  in  the  lowest  of  the  four  classes  into  whicb 
Solon  divided  the  Athenian  people,  and  which  consisted  of  all  whose  land 
brought  in  less  than  two  hundred  medimni  of  com  yearly.  See  note  \ 
p.  167. 
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eighty  (eighty  of  which  were  Cretans) ;  of  Rhodian  slingers, 
seven  hundred ;  of  light-armed  Megareans,  who  were  exiles, 
one  hundred  and  twenty ;  and  one  horse  transport,  carrying 
thirty  horses. 

44.  Such  was  the  amount  of  the  first  armament  which 
sailed  over  for  the  war.  For  these  troops  thirty  ships  of 
burden,  laden  with  com,  carried  provisions,  with  the  bakers, 
stone-masons,  carpenters,  and  all  the  tools  for  building  fortifi- 
cations; and  also  one  hundred  boats,  which,  together  with 
the  ships  of  burden,  were  pressed  into  the  service  ;  while  many 
other  boats  and  ships  of  burden  followed  the  armament  volun- 
tarily, for  purposes  of  commerce ;  all  of  which  proceeded  at 
that  time  to  cross  the  Ionian  Gulf  from  Corcyra.  When  the 
whole  armament  had  made  the  coast  at  the  lapygian  foreland, 
and  Tarentum,  and  as  lliey  severally  could,  they  sailed  along 
the  coast  of  Italy,  as  the  cities  did  not  afibrd  them  a  market, 
or  ihe  protection  of  their  walls,  but  only  water  and  anchorage 
(and  Tarentum  and  Locri  not  even  these),  until  they  came  to 
Rhegium,  a  promontory  of  Italy.  There  they  at  once  mus- 
tered, and  pitched  a  camp  outside  the  city  (as  they  would  not 
receive  them  within  the  walls),  in  the  sacred  inclosure  of 
Diana,  where  they  afforded  them  a  market ;  and  having  drawn 
up  their  ships  ashore,  they  remained  quiet  They  men  en- 
tered into  communication  with  the  Rhegians,  calling  upon 
them,  as  Ghalcidians,  to  assist  the  Leontines,  who  were  Chal- 
cidians  also.  They,  however,  said  that  they  would  join  nei- 
ther party,  but  whatever  the  rest  of  the  Italiots  should  collect- 
ively determine,  that  they  would  do.  The  Athenians  then 
turned  their  attention  to  the  state  of  things  in  Sicily,  con- 
sidering in  what  way  they  would  best  deal  with  them ;  and  at 
the  same  time  were  waiting  for  the  arrival  fi'om  Segesta  of 
the  ships  which  had  been  sent  on  in  advance;  wishing  to 
know  respecting  the  money,  whether  there  were  such  a  sum 
as  the  messengers  stated  at  Athens. 

45.  To  the  Syracusans,  in  the  mean  time,  reports  were 
being  brought  from  all  (quarters,  and  from  those  who  had  been 
sent  by  them  to  reconnoiter  came  positive  intelligence  that  the 
ships  were  at  Rhegium ;  and  on  the  belief  of  this,  they  began 
to  make  preparations  with  all  their  heart,  and  were  no  longer 
incredulous.  Accordingly  they  sent  about  to  the  Sicels,  in 
some  cases,  guards ;  in  others,  embassadors ;  and  were  putting 
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garrisons  into  the  stations  of  the  peripoli '  in  their  country ; 
-while  in  their  city  they  were  seeing  if  the  equipments  were 
complete,  by  examining  arms  and  horses ;  and  were  settling 
every  thing  else,  in  expectation  of  a  war  that  was  quickly 
commg  on  them,  and  all  but  present 

46.  Now  the  three  ships  sent  on  in  advance  came  from 
Segesta  to  the  Athenians  at  Rhegium,  with  tidings  that  the 
other  money  which  they  had  promised  was  not  there,  but  that 
only  thirty  talents  were  to  be  seen.  The  generals  then  were 
immediately  in  a  state  of  great  despondency,  because  this 
their  first  hope  had  disappointed  them ;  as  had  the  Rhegians 
also,  by  their  unwillingness  to  join  their  standard — ^the  people 
they  had  first  attempted  to  persuade,  and  for  whom  it  was 
most  natural  to  assist  them,  as  they  were  of  the  same  race  as 
the  Leontines,  and  always  fiivorably  disposed  toward  them- 
selves. Nicias,  indeed,  was  prepared  for  the  tidings  irom  the 
Segestans,  but  by  the  other  two  it  was  quite  unexpected.  For 
the  Segestans  had  recourse  to  the  following  contrivance,  at 
the  time  when  the  first  envoys  of  the  Athenians  came  to  them 
to  see  the  state  of  their  funds.  They  took  them  to  the  temple 
of  Venus  at  Eryx,  and  showed  them  the  treasures  deposited 
there,  consisting  of  bowls,  wine-ladles,  censers,  and  other 
articles  of  furniture  in  no  small  quantity ;  which  being  made 
of  silver,  presented,  with  a  value  really  trifling,  a  much  ffreater 
show  of  wealth.  And  in  their  private  receptions  of  uie  tri- 
remes' crews,  having  collected  the  cups  both  of  gold  and  silver 
that  were  in  Segesta  itself,  and  borrowed  those  in  the  neigh- 
boring cities,  whether  Phoenician  or  Grecian,  they  each 
brought  them  to  the  entertainments,  as  their  own.  And  thus, 
as  all  used  pretty  nearly  the  same,  and  great  numbers  of  them 
were  every  where  seen,  it  created  much  astonishment  in  the 
Athenians  from  the  triremes ;  and  on  their  arrival  at  Athens 
they  spread  it  abroad  that  they  had  seen  great  wealth.  Those, 
then,  who  had  been  themselves  thus  outwitted,  and  had  at  that 
time  persuaded  the  rest,  were  severely  blamed  by  the  soldiers, 
when  the  report  went  abroad  that  there  was  not  at  Segesta 
the  money  they  had  expected. 

47.  The  generals  now  took  counsel  on  the  present  state  of 
affairs.  The  opinion  of  Nicias  was,  that  they  should  sail  to 
Selinus  with  all  their  forces,  that  being  the  object  for  which 

*  See  note,  p.  266, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


XLvra.,XLix.]  THUOTDIDES  VL  409 

they  had,  most  of  all,  been  sent :  and  in  case  of  the  Segestan» 
suppijdng  money  for  the  whole  annament,  that  then  they 
should  determine  accordingly;  otherwise,  that  they  should 
beg  them  to  give  provisions  for  their  sixty  ships,  the  number 
which  they  had  asked  for;  and  remaining  there  should  bring 
the  Selinuntines  to  terms  with  them,  either  by  force  or  by 
treaty ;  and  so,  after  coasdag  along  by  the  other  cities,  and 
displaying  the  power  of  the  Athenian  state,  as  well  as  proving 
their  zeal  in  the  cause  of  their  friends  and  allies,,  they  should  sail 
back  home  (unless  they  should,  be  able,  on  a  sudden,  and 
without  expecting  it,  either  to  do  the  Leontines  service,  or 
to  bring  over  some  of  the  other  cities) ; — and  not  expose  their 
state  to  danger  by  spending  its  own  resources. 

48.  Akubiades,  on  the  other  hand,  said  that  they  ought 
not,  after  sailing  from  home  with  so  large  a  force,  to  return 
with  dishonor  and  without  effecting  their  purpose;  but  to 
send  heralds  to  all  the  other  cities,  except  Selinus  and 
Syracuse,  and  endeavor  also  to  get  some  of  the  Sicels  to  re- 
volt from  the  Syracusans,  and  to  gain  the  friendship  of  others 
among  them,  with  a  view  to  obtaining  com  and  troops ;  but 
first  of  all  to  win  over  the  Messanians  (for  they  lay  just  in 
the  passage  and  approach  to  Sicily,  and  there  would  be  a  har- 
bor for  them  there,  and  the  most  suitable  station  for  observ- 
ing the  enemy).  When,  then,  they  had  .briMight  over  the 
cities,  and  knew  with  whose  assistance  they  would  carry  on 
the  war,  then  they  should  attack  Syracuse  and  Selinus,  if  the 
latter  did  not  come  to  terms  with  Segesta,  and  the  former 
permit  them  to  settle  the  Leontines. 

49.  Lamachus,  again,  urged  that  they  ought  to  sail  straight 
to  Syracuse,  and  immediately  fight  the  battle  under  the  walls 
of  the  city,  while  the  inhabitants  were  most  unprepared  and 
panic-struck.  For  every  armament  was  most  formidable  in 
the  first  instance ;  but  if  it  spent  much  time  before  coming 
into  sight,  men  grew  bold  again  in  i^rit,  and  felt  more  con- 
tempt for  it  even  on  its  appearance.  If,  then,  they  attacked 
them  on  a  sodden,  'vdiile  they  were  still  with  terror  looking 
for  them,  they  would  gain  the  most  decided  advantage  over 
them,  and  strike  fear  into  them  in  every  way ;  by  their  sight 
of  the  forces  (for  they  would  appear  most  numerous  at  the 
present  time),  by  their  expectation  of  what  they  would 
suffer,  and,  most  of  all,  by  the   immediate  peril   of  the  en- 
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gagement.  It  was  probable,  too,  that  many  would  be  sur- 
prised outside  the  city  in  consequence  of  their  not  believing 
that  they  would  come;  or,  if*  they  were  now  carrying  in 
their  effects,  yet  the  army  would  be  in  no  want  of  property^  if 
it  sat  down  in  superior  force  before  the  city.  And  so  the 
rest  of  the  Siceliots  would  then  the  more  shrink  from  entering 
into  alliance  with  the  Syracusans,  and  join  the  Athenians ;  and 
would  not  put  off,  while  they  waited  to  see  which  party  would 
be  the  stronger.  As  for  a  naval  station,  he  said  that  after 
retiring  [from  before  Syracuse],  and  bringing  their  ships  to 
anchor,  they  should  establish  one  at  Megara ;  which  was  an 
uninhabited  place,  at  no  great  distance  from  Syracuse  either 
by  sea  or  land. 

50.  Though  Lamachus  spoke  to  this  effect,  he  nevertheless 
gave  his  support  to  the  opinion  of  Alcibiades.  After  this, 
Alcibiades  sailed  across  in  nis  own  ship  to  Messana,  and  made 
proposals  to  them  for  forming  an  alliance ;  but  when  he  did 
not  prevail  on  them,  but  they  answered  that  they  could  not 
receive  him  within  their  city,  though  they  would  afford  him  a 
market  outside,  he  sailed  back  again  to  Khegium.  Then  the 
generals  inmiediately  joined  in  manning  sixty  ships  out  of  the 
whole  number,  and,  taking  provisions  for  them,  coasted  along 
to  Naxus,  leaving  tlie  rest  of  the  armament  at  Bhegium  with 
one  of  their  own  body.  On  the  Naxians'  receiving  them  within 
their  city,  they  coasted  on  to  Oatana;  and  when  the  inhabit- 
ants refused  to  admit  them  (for  there  was  in  that  place  a  party 
that  &vored  the  cause  of  the  Syracusans),  they  proceeded  to 
the  river  Terias.  Having  spent  the  night  there,  the  next  day 
they  sailed  in  column  tow^  Syracuse^  with  the  rest  of  the 
ships ;  for  ten  of  their  squadron  they  had  sent  on  before,  to 
sail  into  the  great  harbor,  and  observe  whether  there  were 
any  fleet  launched;  and  to  proclaim  from  their  ships,  'Uhat 
the  Athenians  were  come  to  reinstate  the  Leontines  in  their 
own  country,  on  the  ground  of  alliance  and  kindred;  and 
therefore  that  such  of  Siem  as  were  in  Syracuse  should  with- 
draw from  it,  and  without  any  apprehension  join  the  Atheni- 
ans, as  friends  and  benefectors."  So  when  this  proclama- 
tion had  been  made,  and  they  had  reconnoitered  the  city,  the 
harbors,  and  the  features  of  the  country  which  they  would 
have  to  make  the  base  of  their  operations  in  the  war,  they 
sailed  back  again  to  Oatana. 

*  Or,  as  Arnold  renders  it,  "  whUe  they  were  carrying,"  ete. 
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51.  An  assembly  having  been  held  there,  the  inhabitants  did 
not  admit  the  annament,  but  told  the  generals  to  come  in 
and  say  what  they  wished.  While  Aleibiades  was  speaking, 
and  the  attention  of  those  in  the  city  was  tamed  to  the  assem- 
bly, the  soldiers,  without  being  observed,  broke  through  a  post- 
ern which  had  been  ill  built  up  in  the  wall,  and  entering  the 
city,  stationed  themselves  in  the  market-place.  When  those 
of  the  Catanseans  who  fevored  the  Syracusans  saw  the  army 
within  the  walls,  being  immediately  very  much  alarmed,  they 
secretly  went  out  of  the  place,  as  they  formed  but  a  small  party, 
while  the  rest  voted  for  an  alliance  with  the  Athenians,  and 
begged  them  to  fetch  the  rest  of  their  forces  from  Bhegium. 
After  this  the  Athenians  sailed  to  Rhegium,  and  having  now 
put  out  with  all  their  armament  for  Catana,  on  their  arrival 
there  established  themselves  in  their  camp. 

52.  Now  tiding*  were  brought  to  them,  both  from  Camarina, 
that  if  they  went  there  the  iimabitants  would  go  over  to  them ; 
and  also  that  the  Syracusans  were  manning  a  fleet  They  coast- 
ed along,  therefore,  with  all  their  force,  in  the  first  instance,  to 
Syracuse ;  and  when  they  found  no  fleet  manning,  they  again 
proceeded  along  the  shore  toward  Camarina;  and  having 
brought  to  at  the  beach,  sent  a  herald  to  the  people.  They, 
however,  did  not  admit  them,  saying  that  their  agreement  on 
oath  was  to  receive  the  Athenians  when  they  sailed  to  them 
with  only  a  single  ship,  unless  they  should  themselves  send  for 
more.  Being  thus  unsuccessful,  they  sailed  back  again ;  and 
after  they  had  landed  on  a  part  of  the  Syracusan  territory,  and 
the  cavalry  from  Syracuse  had  come  to  the  rescue,  and  killed 
some  stragglers  of  the  light-armed,  they  went  back  to  Catana. 

53.  There  they  found  the  ship  Salaminia  come  from  Athens 
for  Aleibiades — ^to  order  him  to  sail  back  and  defend  himself 
against  the  charges  which  the  state  brought  against  him — and 
for  some  others  of  the  soldiers,  who  with  him  had  been  in- 
formed against,  as  being  guilty  of  impiety  with  regard  to  the 
mysteries,  and  some  of  them  with  regard  to  the  Mercuries  also. 
For  the  Athenians,  after  the  armament  had  seiled  away,  made . 
no  less  investigation  into  what  had  been  done  in  the  case  of  the 
mysteries  and  in  that  of  the  Mercuries ;  and  as  they  did  not 
test  the  character  of  the  informers,  but  in  their  suspicious' 

*  Or,  according  to  Poppo's  reading,  navroj  "  taking,  or  regarding,  every 
thing  in  a  suspicious  light.'' 
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mood  admitted  all  who  came  forward,  on  the  credit  of  un- 
principled men,  they  crested  and  threw  into  prison  verj  ex* 
cellent  citizens,  thinking  it  more  expedient  to  silt  the  matter 
and  find  it  out,  than  that,  in  consequence  of  the  bad  principle 
of  an  informer,  an  accused  person,  even  though  he  had  a  good 
character,  should  be  unquestioned,  and  escape.  For  the  com- 
mons, knowing  by  report  that  the  t3rraniiy  of  Pifflstratm  and 
his  sons  had  proyed  galling  at  last,  and,  moreover,  that  it  had 
not  even  been  put  down  by  themselves  and  Harmodius,  but  by 
the  Lacedaemonians,  were  always  afraid,  and  took  every  thing 
suspiciously. 

54.  For  the  daring  deed  of  Aristogiton  and  Hannodius  was 
undertaken  in  consequence  of  a  love-adventure,  by  relating 
which,  at  some  length,  I  shall  show  that  neither  other  people 
nor  the  Athenians  themselves  give  any  accurate  account  of 
their  own  tyrants,  or  of  what  has  happened  among  them. 
For  when  Pisistratus  had  died  at  an  advanced  age  in  posses- 
sion of  the  tyranny,  it  was  not  Hipparchus,  as  the  generality 
suppose,  but  Hippias,  that  was  eldest  of  his  sons,  and  obtained 
the  government.  Now  Harmodius  being  in  the  flower  of 
youth  and  beauty,  Aristogiton,  a  citizen  of  middle  rank  in 
the  city,  was  enamored  of  him,  and  enjoyed  his  &vor.  Har- 
modius, then,  being  solicited  by  Hipparchus,  son  of  Pisistra- 
tus, and  not  prevailed  upon,  denounced  him  to  Aristogiton. 
He,  lover-like,  being  exceedingly  indignant,  and  fearing  the 
power  of  Hipparchus,  lest  he  should  take  him  by  force,  im- 
mediately formed  a  design  (such  as  he  could  in  the  position 
he  heldV  for  putting  down  the  tyranny.  In  the  mean  time, 
Hipparcnus,  having  again  solicited  Harmodius  with  no  better 
success,  would  not  indeed  offer  any  violence  to  him,  but  pre- 
pared to  insult  him  in  some  secret  way  or  other,  as  though  it 
were  not  on  that  account.  For  neither^pi  Jiis  general  govern- 
ment was  he  severe  toward  the  mass  of  the  people,  but  con- 
ducted it  without  exciting  any  odium  ;  and,  for  tyrants,  these 
men  in  the  greatest  degree  studied  virtue  and  intelligence ;  and 
though  they  exacted  from  the  Athenians  only  a  twentieth  of 
their  income,  they  adorned  their  city  in  a  beautiful  manner,  and 
earned  on  their  wars,  and  provided  sacrifices  for  the  temples. 
The  state  enjoyed,  too,  the  laws  which  had  been  previously 
enacted,  in  all  other  respects,  except  that  they  always  took  care 
that  one  of  their  own  family  should  hold  the  offices.     Among 
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others  of  ihetn  who  held  the  yeariy  archonship  at  Athens,  was 
Fisistratus,  son  of  the  Hippias  who  had  heen  tyrant,  who  bore 
his  grand^dier^s  name,  and  dedicated,  while  ardion,  the  fdtar 
to  the  twelve  gods  in  the  market-place,  and  that  of  Apollo  in 
the  Pythian  precinct  The  Athenian  people  having  afterward 
made  an  addition  to  the  length  of  that  in  the  market-place^  ob- 
literated the  inscription  on  £e  altar ;  bnt  that  in  the  Pytiiian 
precinct  is  even  still  visible,  though  in  &ded  letters,  to  this 
pnrp<»1;: 

"  Pisistratus,  the  son  of  Hippias,  here, 
In  Pythian  precinct,  marked  his  archon  year." 

55.  Kow  that  Hippias,  as  being  the  eldest  son,  succeeded  to 
the  government,  I  both  positively  assert,  because  I  know  It  bv 
report  more  accurately  tiian  others,  and  one  may  also  learn  it 
from  this  very  fact.  He  alone  of  the  legitimate  brothers  ap- 
pears to  have  had  children ;  as  both  the  altar  shows,  and  the 
pillar  commemorating  the  wrong  committed  by  the  tyrants, 
placed  in  the  Athenian  citadel,  on  which  is  inscribed  the  name 
of  no  child  of  Thlessalus,  or  of  Hipparchus,  but  five  of  Hip- 
pias, who  were  bom  to  him  of  Myrrhine,  daughter  of  Oallias, 
son  of  Hyperechides.  For  it  was  natural  that  the  eldest 
should  have  married  first.  And  he  is  the  first  mentioned  on 
the  pillar*  after  his  father,  and  that,  too,  not  unnaturally,  as  he 
was  the  eldest  next  to  him,  and  enjoyed  the  tyranny.  Nor, 
again,  do  I  think  that  Hippias  would  ever  have  obtained  the 
tyranny  with  such  ease  at  the  moment,  if  Hipparchus  had 
been  in  power  when  he  was  killed,  and  Hippias  had  had  to 
establish  himself  in  it  on  the  same  day.  But  owing  to  his 
former  habit,  both  of  striking  fear  into  the  citizens,  and  of 
paying  strict  attention  to  his  mercenaries,  he  retained  his 
sway  with  superabundant  security,  and  was  at  no  loss,  as 
though  he  had  been  a  younger  brother,  and  so  had  not  pre- 
viously been   familiar  with  the  constant  exercise  of  power.' 

^  hf  Ty  npuTij  oTTJXy.^  As  I  do  not  think  that  npury  can  bear  the 
meaning  which  Arnold,  though  with  great  doubt,  proposes  to  give  it,  and 
as  no  other  editor  professes  to  understand  its  force,  I  have  not  translated 
it  at  all. 

2  ^ex^  (^ptihJKei  ry  a/>Af?f«]  These  words  seem  to  refer  to  the  tern- 
porary  exercise  of  power  wUch  he  might  have  enjoyed  as  archon  for  a 
year,  in  opposition  to  the  permanent  exercise  of  it  as  tyrant,  which  he 
woulij  not  have  enjoyed,  had  he  been  the  younger  son  of  his  &ther. 
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But  it  was  the  lot  of  Hipparchus,  because  be  was  rendered 
famous  by  the  sad  &te  which  *befe]l  him,  to  receive  also 
in  succeeding  ages  the  repute  of  having  enjoyed  the  tyr- 
anny. 

56.  So  then,  when  Harmodius  had  resisted  his  solicitation, 
he  insulted  him,  as  he  intended.  For  after  summoning  a  sis- 
ter of  his,  a  young  girl,  to  come  and  bear  a  basket  in  a  cer- 
tain procession,  they  rejected  her  when  she  came,  saying  that 
they  nad  not  summon^  her  at  all,  as  she  was  not  worUiy  of 
the  honor.*  Harmodius  being  very  indignant  at  this,  Aristogi- 
ton  also  was,  for  his  sake,  much  more  exasperated  than  ever. 
And  now  all  their  other  arrangements  had  been  made  with 
those  who  were  to  join  them  in  taking  the  business  in  hand ; 
but  they  were  waiting  for  the  great  Panathenaic  festival,  on 
which  day  alone  it  was  not  considered  a  suspicious  circum- 
stance that  those  of  the  citizens  who  had  conducted  the  pro- 
cession should  meet  together  in  arms;  and  they  were  them- 
selves to  begin,  but  the  rest  immediately  to  join  in  aiding  them 
against  the  body-guards.  The  conspirators  were  not  numerous, 
for  security's  sake ;  for  they  hoped  that  if  any  number  whatever 
dared  to  make  the  attempt,  even  those  who  were  not  before 
privy  to  it  would  be  willing  at  the  moment,  inasmuch  as  they 
nad  arms  in  their  hands,  to  join  in  effecting  their  own  freedom. 

67.  When,  therefore,  the  festival  arrived,  Hippias,  with  his 
body-guard,  was  arranging  outside  of  the  walls,  in  what  is 
called  the  Ceramicus,  how  the  several  parts  of  the  procession 
were  to  proceed.  And  when  they  saw  one  of  their  accomplices 
in  familiar  conversation  with  Hippias  (fc^  he  was  easy  of  ac- 
cess to  all),  they  were  alarmed,  and  thought  that  some  inform- 
ation had  been  laid  against  them,  and  that  they  would  be 
almost  immediately  arrested.  They  wished,  therefore,  to  avenge 
themselves  beforehand,  if  possible,  on  the  man  who  had  ag- 
grieved them,  and  for  whose  punishment  they  were  exposing 
themselves  to  all  that  danger ;  and  so  they  rushed  straightway 
within  the  gates,  and  meeting  with  Hipparchus  by  the  Leoco- 
rium,  at  once  fell  on  him  in  a  reckless  manner,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  most  vehement  passion,  inspired  by  love  in  the 

*  Either  because  her  family  was  of  Phcemcian  extraction,  which  ex- 
cluded her  from  an  honor  confined  to  pure  Athenians ;  or  because  her  im- 
moral character,  as  they  insinuated,  incapacitated  her  for  an  employment 
in  which  none  but  virgins  of  unblemished  reputation  could  take  a  part 
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one  case,  and  by  insult  in  the  other,  and  smote  him,  and  slew 
him.  Now  one  of  them,  namelj,  Aristogiton,  escaped  from 
the  guards  at  the  moment,  through  the  crowd  running  up,  but 
was  seized  afterward,  and  disposed  of  in  no  gentle  manner. 
Harmodius  was  immediately  slain  on  the  spot 

68.  When  the  news  were  brought  to  Hippias  in  the  Cera- 
micus,  he  proceeded  inmiediatelj,  not  to  the  scene  of  action, 
but  to  the  armed  men  in  the  procession,  before  they  were  aware 
of  the  matter,  in  consequence  of  their  being  at  some  distance 
from  the  spot ;  and  with  his  countenance  Signed  to  suit  the  oc- 
casion, so  as  not  to  betray  his  feelings,  he  pointed  out  a  cer- 
tain i^t,  and  desired  them  to  retire  into  it  without  their  arms. 
Acconiingly  they  withdrew,  supposing  that  he  would  dehver 
an  address  to  them ;  while  he,  after  commanding  his  guards 
to  remove  the  arms,  immediately  picked  out  such  men  aa  he 
was  disposed  to  think  guilty,  and  whoever  was  found  with  a 
dagger ;  for  it  was  only  with  shield  and  spear  that  they  were 
accustomed  to  make  their  processions. 

69.  In  this  manner  both  the  original  conspiracy  was  entered 
into  by  Harmodius  and  Aristogiton  for  a  love  offense,  and 
their  rash  venture  attempted  through  their  alarm  at  the  mo- 
ment. After  this,  the  tyranny  was  more  severe  on  the  Athe- 
nians than  before ;  and  Hippias,  being  now  in  greater  appre- 
hension, both  put  to  death  many  of  the  citizens,  and  kept  his 
eye  also  on  foreign  states,  in  whatever  quarter  he  had  a  pros- 
pect of  a  safe  retreat  being  secured  for  him,  in  case  of  any 
revolution.  At  any  rate,  he  married  his  daughter  Archedice  to 
.^ntides,  son  of  the  tyrant  of  Lampsacus — ^Athenian  as  he 
was,'  to  a  Lampsacene — because  he  saw  that  they  had  great  in- 
fluence with  king  Darius.  There  is  a  monument  to  her  at 
Lampsacus,  with  this  inscription : 

"  Beneath  this  dust  Archedice  finds  peace, 
Whose  sire  was  Hippias,  peerless  once  in  Greece. 
She,  though  of  tyrants  dau^t^,  sister,  bride, 
And  mother,  ne'er  was  lifted  up  with  pride." 

With  regard  to  Hippias,  having  retained  the  tyranny  at  Athens 

*  t.  e.,  to  a  native  of  a  place  so  very  far  beneath  his  own  country  in 
reputation.  Compare  III.  59.  6,  fii)  WkaTaifj^  ovreq — O^Sctioic — irapaSd' 
Or/vai :  where,  as  in  many  other  places,  th|  omission  of  ihe  article  with 
the  name  of  a  people  expresses  something  respecting  the  character  of 
the  people,  whether  good  or  bad. 
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three  years  longer,  and  bein^  deposed  in  the  fourth  year  by 
the  Lacedsamonians  and  the  banished  Alcmaeonidse,  he  went, 
under  treaty,  to  Sigeuxn,  then  to  .^£antides  at  Lampsacus,  and 
thence  to  the  court  of  king  Darius,  from  which  also  he  set  out 
twenty  years  after,  when  now  an  old  man,  ai^  accompanied 
the  Median  forces  to  Marathon. 

60.  Beflecting,  then,  on  these  things,  and  recalling  to  mind 
all  that  diey  ^iew  by  report  concerning  them,  the  Athenian 
peo|de  were  wrathful  at  that,  time,  and  suspicious  of  those  who 
had  incurred  accusation  on  the  subject  of  the  mysteries,  and 
thought  that  eyery  thing  had  been  done  on  the  strength  of  a 
con^iracy  hr  establi^ng  an  oligarchy,  or  a  tyranny.  So 
when,  in  ooxsequence  of  their  anger  on  this  account,  many 
persons  of  c(»)sideration  were  already  in  prison,  and  the  mat- 
ter appeared  not  to  be  stopping,  but  they  were  daily  proceeding 
to  greater  severity  and  more  numerous  arrests;  ui^er  these 
circumstances  one  of  the  men  in  confinement,  who  was  thought 
to  be  the  most  guilty  of  them,  was  persuaded  by  one  ci  his 
fellow  prisoners  to  give  information,  whether  true  or  not ;  for 
suppositions  are  entertained  bodi  ways,  and  the  certain  &ct 
respecting  those  who  had  done  the  deed  no  one  was  either  able 
to  state  then,  or  has  since  been  able.  By  his  arguments  then 
he  persuaded  him  that  he  ought,  even  if  he  had  not  done  the 
deed,  both  to  saye  himself  by  gaining  a  promise  of  impunity, 
and  to  stop  his  country  from  its  present  suspiciousness ;  f(»* 
that  his  preservation  was  more  sure,  if  he  confessed  with  a 
promise  of  impunity,  than  if  he  denied  it,  and  were  brought 
to  trial.  Aceordin^y  he  informed  both  against  himself  and 
some  otii^^  respecting  the  Mercuries ;  and  the  Athenian  peo- 
ple having  gladly  ascertained,  as  they  supposed,  the  truth  of 
the  matter,  and  having  been  before  indignant  at  the  thought 
of  not  discovering  those  who  had  plotted  against  their  com- 
mons, immediate^  set  at  liberty  the  informer  and  his  com- 
panions, such  as  he  had  not  accused;  while  with  r^ard  to 
those  who  were  charged  with  the  crime,  having  brought  them 
to  trial,  they  executed  all  of  them  who  were  seized,  and  hav- 
ing passed  sentence  upon  those  who  had  fled,  proclaimed  a 
rewaord  in  money  for  any  one  who  slew  them.  By  this  course, 
though  it  was  doubtful  whether  those  who  suffered  had  been 
punished  unjustly  or  not^yet  the  rest  of  the  community  were 
manifestly  benefited. 
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61.  With  regard  to  Aicibiades,  the  Athenians  took  a  severo 
view  of  the  case,  being  inst^ated  by  his  enemies,  the  same 
men  as  had  also  attacked  him  before  his  going  on  the  expedi- 
tion. And  when  they  fsincied  they  were  in  possession  of  the 
truth  respecting  the  Mercuries,  they  thought  much  more  than 
ever  that  ^e  aSair  of  the  mvsteries  also,  in  which  he  was  im- 
plicated, had  been  done  by  nim  with  the  same  design,  and  in 
connection  with  the  plot  against  the  democracy.  For  a  email 
force  of  Lacedaemonians  happened  too,  just  at  the  time  when 
they  were  in  commotion  on  these  subjects,  to  have  advanced 
as  far  as  the  Isthmus,  in  pursuance  <^  some  scheme  with  the 
Boeotians.  Tbey  thought,  therefore,  that  it  had  come  by  i^ree- 
ment,  through  his  agency,  and  not  on  account  of  the  Boeotians ; 
and  that  if  they  had  not,  in  consequence  of  the  information 
they  had  received,  been  beforehand  in  the  arrest  of  the  party, 
the  city  would  have  been  betrayed  to  them.  One  ni^t,  in- 
deed, they  even  slept  in  arms  in  the  Temple  of  Theseus  within 
the  walls.  The  friends,  too,  of  Alcibiades,  at  Argos,  were  at 
the  same  time  suspected  of  a  design  to  attack  the  po^mlar  gov- 
ernment; and  those  penons  of  the  Argives  who  had  heen 
deposited  in  the  islaiuis  the  Athenians  on  that  occasion  gave 
up  to  the  Argive  commons  to  put  to  death  on  that  account. 
Thus  on  all  sides  there  arose  suspicion  against  Alcibiades ', 
and  consequently  wishing  to  bring  him  to  trial,  and  put  him 
to  death,  in  this  way  they  sent  the  ship  Salaminia  to  Sicily, 
both  for  him  and  for  the  rest  who  had  been  informed  against. 
Their  orders  were,  to  charge  him  to  accompany  the  vessel  home 
to  plead  his  defense,  but  not  to  arrest  him ;  for  they  were  at  the 
same  time  carefol  to  avoid  raising  a. commotion  amcmg  both 
their  own  soldi^v  in  Sicily  and  their  en^nies,  and  especially 
wished  the  Mantineans  and  Argives  to  remain  there,  whom 
they  considered  to  have  been  prevailed  on  by  Alcibiades  to 
join  them  in  the  expedition.  He  then,  with  his  own  ship  and 
those  who  had  been  accused  with  him,  sailed  away  in  the  com- 
pany of  the  Salaminia  from  Sicily,  as  though  to  return  to 
Athens.  But  when  they  had  reacmed  Thurii,  they  followed  it 
no  further,  but  left  the  vessel  and  concealed  themselves,  being 
afraid  of  going  home  to  trial  with  such  a  prejudice  existing 
agninst  them.  The  crew  of  the  Salaminia  for  some  time 
made  search  for  Alcibiades  and  his  companions,  but  when 
they  were  nowhere  to  be  found,  they  departed  on  their  voy- 
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age  back.  Alcibiades,  therefore,  being  now  an  outkw,  crossed 
not  long  after  on  board  a  boat  ^om  Tnurii  to  the  Peloponnese ; 
and  the  Athenians,  when  they  were  not  forthcoming,  'passed 
sentence  of  death  upon  him  and  those  with  him. 

62.  After  these  things,  the  remaining  generals  of  the  Athen- 
ians in  Sicily,  having  made  two  divisions  of  the  army,  and 
each  taken  by  lot  one  of  them,  sailed  with  the  whole  force  for 
Selinus  and  Segesta ;  wishing  to  know  whether  the  Segestans 
wonld  give  the  promised  money,  and  at  the  same  time  to  in- 
spect the  condition  of  the  Selinuntines,  and  to  learn  the  state 
of  their  differences  with  the  Segestans.  And  so,  coasting  along 
Sicily,  with  the  shore  on  their  left  hand,  on  the  side  toward 
the  Tyrrhene  gulf,  they  landed  at  Himera,  which  is  the  only 
Grecian  city  in  that  part  of  the  island.  When  they  would  not 
receive  them,  they  proceeded  on  their  voyage;  and  as  they 
coasted  along,  took  Hyccara,  which,  though  a  Sicanian  town, 
was  engaged  in  war  with  the  Segestans,  and  was  a  petty 
sea-port  Having  taken  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  for  slaves, 
they  gave  it  up  to  the  Segestans  (for  some  of  their  cavalry  had 
joined  them),  and  they  themselves  returned  by  land  through 
the  country  of  the  Sioels,  till  they  came  to  Oatana ;  while  their 
ships  sailed  along  the  coast  with  the  prisoners  on  board.  Ni- 
cias,  however,  coasted  along  straightway  from  Hyccara  to  Se- 
gesta ;  and  after  transacting  his  other  business,  and  receiving 
thirty  talents,  rejoined  the  forces.  They  then  sold  their  slaves, 
from  which  they  realized  a  hundred  and  twenty  talents,  and 
sailed  round  to  me  aUies  of  the  Sicels,  giving  orders  to  send 
them  troops.  With  half  of  their  own  force,  too,  they  went 
against  Hybla,  in  the  territory  of  Gela,  which  was  hostile  to 
them,  but  did  not  take  it     And  thus  the  summer  ended. 

63.  The  following  winter,  the  Athenians  at  once  began  to 
prepare  for  their  advance  upon  Syracuse,  and  the  Syracusans 
also,  on  their  side,  for  marching  against  them.  For  when  they 
did  not,  in  accordance  with  their  first  alarm  and  expectation, 
attack  them  immediately ;  as  every  day  went  on,  they  regained 
their  courage  more,  Aiid  when  tiiey  were  seen  to  be  sailing 
on  the  other  side  of  Sicily,  far  away  from  them,  and  had  gone 
to  Hybla,  and  made  an  attempt  on  it  without  taking  it  by 
storm,  they  despised  them  still  more,  and  called  on  their  gen- 

»  i(>TJfjiy  dUrf.']  Literally,  "by  a  deserted,  or  abandoned  trial."  See 
Herman.  PoL  Ant  144. 
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ends — ^acting  as  a  moltitade  is  wont  to  do  when  full  of  con- 
fidence— to  lead  ihem  against  Catana,  »nce  the  enemy  would 
not  come  to  them.  Moreover,  Syracusan  parlies  of  horse,  sent 
out  to  reconnoiter,  were  continually  riding  up  to  the  Athenian 
armament,  and  asking  them,  among  other  insulting  expressions, 
whether  they  had  come  themselves  to  settle  with  them  in  a 
strange  country,  rather  than  to  reinstate  the  Leontini. 

64.  The  Athenian  generals  were  acquainted  with  these 
ibings,  and  wished  to  draw  them  as  £Mr  as  possible  from  their 
city  with  their  whole  force,  and  themselves,  in  the  mean  time, 
to  coast  along  with  their  ships  by  night,  and  quietly  occupy  a 
place  for  encampment  in  a  favorable  position,  knowing  that 
so  "they  would  be  better  able  to  do  it  than  if  they  should  land 
from  l^eir  ships  in  face  of  an  enemy  prepared  to  receive  them, 
or  should  be  known  to  be  going  by  land  (for  the  Syracusan 
horse,  which  was  numerous,  while  they  themselves  had  none, 
would  do  great  mischid^  to  liieir  light^rmed  and  mob  of  camp- 
followers)  ;  and  that  thus  they  would  take  a  position  where  they 
would  not  be  annoyed  by  the  cavalry  in  a  degree  worth  speak- 
ing of;  (for  some  Syracusan  exiles  who  accompanied  them 
told  them  of  the  spot  near  the  Olympieum,  which  they  actually 
occupied.)  The  generals,  therefore,  adopted  the  following  stra- 
tagem in  furtherance  of  their  wishes.  They  send  a  person  who 
was  a  faithful  friend  to  them,  and  no  less  in  the  interest  of  the 
Syracusans,  according  to  ticeir  opinion.  This  man  was  a  Ca- 
tanian,  and  said  that  he  was  come  from  certain  individuals  in 
Catania,  with  whose  names  they  were  acquainted,  and  whom 
they  knew  to  be  still  left  in  the  town  among  those  who  were 
well  affected  to  them.  He  stated, .  then,  that  the  Athenians 
passed  the  night  at  some  distance  from  their  arms,  within  the 
walls  of  the  city,  and  that  if  the  Syracusans  would  come  with 
all  their  force  eariy  in  the  morning  of  an  appointed  day  to 
attack  their  armament,  the  Catanians  would  close  the  gates  on 

*  OvK  dv  SfiOLCJc  dwrjBivTsg  Kot  f/.]  Poppo,  Goller,  and  Bloomfield,  all 
bracket  the  not  in  this  passage,  as  utterly  marring  the  sense  of  it ;  while 
Arnold  only  objects  to  Uie  interpretation  of  the  Scholiast,  without  at- 
tempting to  explain  it  hini8el£  In  support  of  the  translation  which  I 
have  ventured  to  give,  compare  I.  143.  4,  Kot  ovketi  kK  tov  ouoiov  tarac 
Jl €?.onovvijaov  fiepog  ri  r^rjOrivai  kol  tt^v  'Attikt)v  unaoav,  and  VII.  28. 4, 
At  nlv  ydp  Sairdvac  ovx  6fioi(D<:  kclI  irplv^  dXld  TolTiiji  fieipovg  Kadioraaav, 
K.  T.  A.  In  the  latter  passage  the  idea  of  excess  is  distinctly  asserted, 
after  being  previously  implied,  as  in  the  other  passages,  by  the  words 
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the  men  -who  were  with  them,  and  would  fire  their  ships,  while 
the  Syraeusans  would  easily  take  the  armament*  by  an  attack 
on  their  stockade.  There  were  many,  too,  of  ihe  Oatanians,  he 
said,  who  would  co-operate  with  them  in  this,  and  were  aheady 
pr^ared  to  do  so,  namely,  the  party  from  which  he  had  him- 
self Qome. 

65.  The  genwals  of  the  Syraeusans,  bendes  feeling  ccmfi- 
dent  in  other  respects,  and  intending,  even  without  this,  to 
make  their  preparations  for  marching  to  Catana,  gave  far  too 
ineonsdderate  credence  to  the  man,  and  immedii^ly  fixing  a 
day  on  which  they  would  be  there,  dismissed  him ;  while  they 
themselves  ^for  by  this  time  the  Selinuntines  and  some  other 
of  their  allies  had  also  come)  gave  orders  for  all  the  Syra- 
eusans to  march  forth  in  a  body.  When  thm  preparations 
were  made,  and  the  time  at  which  they  had  agreed  to  come 
was  near  at  hand,  they  set  out  for  Catana,  and  biyouaced  on 
the  river  Symaethus,  in  the  Leontine  territory.  The  Athenians, 
on  learning  their  approach,  took  the  whole  of  their  own  force, 
with  such  of  the  Sicels,  or  any  other  people,  as  had  joined 
them,  and  putting  them  on  board  their  ships  and  boats,  sailed 
by  night  to  Syracuse.  And  thus,  when  the  morning  came,  the 
Athenians  were  landing  on  the  ground  opposite  the  Olympieum, 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  their  camp,  and  at  the  same  time 
the  Syracusan  cavalry,  having  ridden  up  first  to  Catana,  and 
found  that  the  whole  armament  had  put  to  sea,  returned  and 
carried  the  news  to  the  infantry,  when  they  all  turned  back  to- 
gether, and  went  to  the  aid  of  llie  city. 

66.  In  the  mean  time,  as  the  march  they  had  to  make  was  a 
long  one,  the  Athenians  quietly  pitched  their  camp  in  a  far 
vorable  position,  where  they  would  be  able  to  commence  an 
engagement  just  when  they  pleased,  and  the  Syracusan  horse 
would  cause  them  the  least  annoyance,  both  during  the  action 
and  before  it.  For  on  one  side  they  were  flank^  by  walls, 
houses,  trees,  and  a  marsh;  on  the  other,  by  cliffs.  They 
also  felled  the  trees  near  to  them,  and  carrying  them  down  to 
the  sea,  fixed  a  palisade' by  their  ships;  while  with  rude  stones 

*  rd  arpdrevfia.]  I  see  no  reason  at  all  for  altering  this,  as  Arnold  pro- 
poses, into  r^  aTparevfiaTt ;  as  it  evidently  refers  to  aU  the  other  forces 
of  the  Athenians  left  behind  in  their  camp,  in  opposition  to  the  heavy  in- 
fantry represented  as  being  in  the  town.  C5ompare  63.  3,  where  the  term 
M  undoubtedly  used  with  reference  to  the  encampment  of  the  Athenians. 
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and  wood  they  hastily  erected  a  fort  at  Dasoon,  where  their 
position  was  most  open  to  the  enemy's  attack,  and  broke  down 
the  brid^  oyer  the  Anapus.  While  they  were  making  these 
preparations,  no  one  came  out  from  the  city  to  stop  them ;  but 
the  Syracusan  cavalry  was  what  first  came  against  them,  and 
afterward  all  the  in&ntiy  was  mustered.  And  at  first  ih^y  ad- 
vanced near  the  camp  of  the  Athenians ;  then,  when  they  did 
not  go  out  against  them,  they  withdrew,  and  crossed  the  road 
to  Heloma,  ^id  there  encamped  for  the  night 

67.  The  next  day  the  Athenians  and  their  allies  pr^mred 
for  battle,  and  made  their  dispositions  as  follows :  llie  right 
wing  was  held  by  the  Argives  and  Mantineans,  the  center  by 
the  Athenians,  and  the  remainder  of  the  line  by  the  rest  of 
the  allies.  Half  of  their  force  was  posted  in  advance,  drawn 
up  eight  deep ;  the  other  hal^  close  upon  their  tents,  in  a  hol- 
low square,  which  was  also  f<»ined  ei^t  deep,  with  orders  to 
look  out  where  any  part  of  the  army  might  h&  most  distressed, 
and  go  to  its  support  Within  this  body  of  reserve,  too,  they 
placed  the  camp-followers.  The  Syracusans,  on  the  other 
hand,  drew  up  their  heavy  infantry  sixteen  deep,  connstin^  of 
the  Syracusans  in  full  force,  and  as  many  allies  as  had  joined 
them :  (they  were  reinforo^  most  extensively  by  the  Selinun- 
tines ;  next  to  tiiem,  by  the  Geloan  cavalry,  to  the  number  of 
two  hundred  in  all ;  and  by  about  twenty  horse,  and  fifty 
archers,  from  Camarina.)  Their  cavalry  they  posted  on  their 
right  flank,  amounting  to  not  less  than  twelve  hundred,  and 
by  their  side  the  dartmen  also.  The  Athenians  being  about 
to  conunence  the  attack,  Nicias  advanced  along  the  line,  and 
addressed  the  following  exhortation  to  them,  both  in  their  sev- 
eral nations,  and  collectively : 

68.  ^^  What  need  is  there,  soldiers,  that  we  should  have  re- 
course to  long  exhortation,  who  are  come  here  for  the  same 
struggle  ?'  For  our  force  itself  seems  to  me  more  capable  of 
supplying  confidence  than  well-spoken  words  with  a  weak 
army.  For  where  we  have  in  the  field  Argives,  Mantineans, 
Athenians^  and  the  prime  of  the  islanders,  on  ^at  grounds  ought 

1  "  We  are  aU  engaged  in  one  common  cause,  and  the  sight  of  each 
other  should  mutually  encourage  us." — Arnold.  As  ol  itdpeofXEv  seems 
to  refer  to  the  whole  force,  and  not  to  the  general  only  who  was  address- 
ing them,  xPVoBai  must  be  taken  in  a  sense  sufficiently  wide  to  include 
both  the  speaker  and  his  hearera 
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we  not,  with  allies  so  brave  and  numerous,  to  entertain  every 
one  a  strong  hope  of  victory  ?  especially  as  we  are  opposed  to 
men  who  are  defending  themselves  in  a  promiscuous  crowd,  and 
not  chosen  troops,  as  we  are ;  and,  moreover,  against  Siceliots, 
who  despise  us  indeed,  but  will  not  receive  our  attack,  because 
they  have  less  skill  in  arms  than  boldness.  Let  ibis  thought,  too, 
be  entertained  by  each  of  you ;  that  we  are  far  from  our  own 
land,  and  with  no  friendly  country  near  us,  but  such  as  your- 
selves win  by  %hting.  And  so  I  offer  to  you  an  admonition, 
the  very  reverse  of  i^e  exhortation  which  our  enemies  are,  I 
well  know,  addressing  to  each  other.  For  they  are  urging, 
that  the  battle  will  be  for  their  country ;  but  /,  that  it  will  1^ 
fought  in  what  is  not  our  country,  but  where  you  must  con- 
quer, or  not  easily  get  away ;  for  their  cavalry  will  press  upon 
us  in  great  numbers.  Remembering,  then,  your  own  high  char- 
acter, make  a  spirited  attack  on  your  opponents,  and  regaid 
your  present  necessity  and  diflSculties  as  more  formidable  Uian 
the  enemy." 

69.  Nicias  delivered  this  address,  and  immediately  led  on 
his  troops.  As  for  the  Syracusans,  they  were  not  expecting 
to  engage  at  present,  and  some  of  them,  as  their  city  was  close 
at  hand,  had  actually  gone  away  to  it ;  and  these,  although 
they  went  to  the  aid  of  their  comrades  in  haste,  and  at  a  full 
run,  were  too  late  [to  take  their  proper  place  in  the  ranks], 
but  posted  themselves  as  each  one  came  up  to  the  main  body. 
For  in  truth  they  were  not  deficient  in  zeal,  or  in  daring, 
neither  in  this  battle,  nor  in  the  others  ;  but  though  not  infe- 
rior in  courage,  so  far  as  their  military  science  served,  yet  in 
consequence  of  that  failing  them,  they  reluctantly  abandoned 
their  resolution  also.  Although,  therefore,  as  I  have  said,  they 
did  not  imagine  that  the  Athenians  would  be  the  first  to 
make  an  attack,  and  although  they  were  compelled  to  defend 
themselves  on  a  short  warning,  they  took  up  their  arms,  and 
inunediately  advanced  to  meet  them.  And  in  the  first  place 
the  stone-throwers,  and  slingers,  and  archers  on  each  side  be- 
gan skirmishing,  and  successively  routed  each  other,  as  light 
troops  might  be  expected  to  do.  Then  there  were  priests 
bringing  forward  the  usual  victims  for  sacrifice,  and  trumpet- 
ers stirring  on  the  heavy-armed  to  the  charge.  And  so  they 
advanced;  the  Syracusans,  to  fight  for  t£eir  country,  and 
their  own  personal  safety  at  present,  and  freedom  in  future ; 
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the  Athenians,  on  the  side  of  thdr  opponents,  to  fight  for 
another  people's  land,  that  they  might  win  it  as  their  own ; 
and  to  avoid  weakening  their  own  by  defeat — ^the  Argives  and 
the  independent  allies,  to  join  them  in  securing  the  objects 
they  had  come  for,  and  by  means  of  victory  to  look  again  on 
the  country  that  was  already  theirs — ^while  the  subject  allies 
showed  a  ready  zeal,  most  of  all,  for  their  immediate  safety, 
which  was  hopeless  unless  they  conquered ;  then,  as  a  secondary 
consideration,  for  the  chance  of  serving  on  easier  terms,  in  con- 
sequence of  having  assisted  to  reduce  a  fresh  country  under  the 
Amenian  dominion. 

10,  When  they  had  come  to  close  combat,  they  withstood  each 
other's  attacks  for  a  long  time.  And  there  happened  to  come  on 
at  <Hice  both  tliunder,  and  lightning,  and  heavy  rain :  so  that 
to  those  who  were  fighting  for  the  first  time,  and  had  had  very 
little  acquaintance  with  war,  even  this  helped  to  increase  their 
fear;  while  to  the  more  experienced  party  these  occurrences 
appeared  to  be  produced  simply  by  the  season  of  the  year,  but 
the  fact  of  their  opponents  not  being  defeated  caused  far 
greater  alarm.  But  when  the  Argives  had  first  driven  in  the 
left  wing  of  the  Syracusans,  and  after  them  the  Athenian^  had 
repulsed  those  opposed  to  them,  the  rest  of  the  Syracusanarmy 
was  now  also  broken  and  put  to  flight.  The  Athenians  did  not 
pursue  them  to  any  great  distance  (for  the  Syracusan  horse, 
which  was  numerous  and  unbroken,  kept  them  in  check,  and 
by  charging  their  heavy  infEintry,  wherever  they  saw  any 
pursuing  in  advance  of  the  rest,  drove  them  back  again). 
However  they  followed  them  in  a  body  as  far  as  was  safe,  and 
then  returned  again,  and  erected  a  trophy.  The  Syracusans, 
on  the  other  hand,  having  collected  themselves  again  on  the 
Helorine  road,  and  put  memselves  in  as  good  order  as  present 
circumstances  would  permit,  sent,  notwithstanding  their  defeat, 
a  garrison  to  the  Olympieum,  fearing  that  the  Athenians  might 
take  some  of  the  treasures  that  were  there ;  while  the  rest  of 
them  returned  into  the  city. 

71.  The  Athenians,  however,  did  not  go  to  the  temple,  but 
after  carrying  their  own  dead  together,  and  laying  them  on  a 
funeral  pile,  passed  the  night  on  the  ground.  The  next  day 
they  restored  to  the  Syracusans  their  dead,  under  a  truce 
(there  had  fsdlen,  of  them  and  their  allies,  about  two  hundred 
and  sixty),  and  collected  the  bones  of  their  own  (about  fifty 
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of  themselves  and  their  allies  having  been  killed),  and  with 
the  spoils  of  the  en^ny  sailed  back  to  Catana.  For  it  was 
winter,  and  they  thought  it  impossible  at  present  to  carry  on 
war  before  Syracuse,  till  they  had  sent  for  cavalry  from 
Athens,  and  also  raised  some  from  their  allies  in  the  country, 
to  avoid  being  utterly  defeated  by  the  enemy's  horse.  They 
wished  too,  at  the  same  time,  to  collect  money  in  the  island, 
and  to  get  a  supply  from  Athens ;  as  also  to  win  over  some  of 
the  cities  to  their  cause,  which  they  hoped  would  more  readily 
listen  to  them  after  the  battle ;  and  to  provide  themselves  wit^ 
com  and  every  thing  else  they  might  require,  with  a  view  to 
attacking  Syracuse  in  the  spring. 

72.  T^ey,  then,  with  these  intentions  sailed  off  to  Naxos 
and  Catana,  for  the  winter.  The  Syracusans,  on  the  other  hand, 
after  burying  their  dead,  held  an  assembly.  And  now  came 
forward  to  mem  Hermocrates  son  of  Hermon,  a  man  at  once 
second  to  none  in  general  intelligence,  and  who  had  proved  him- 
self able  in  war  through  his  experience,  and  a  person  of  signal 
bravery.  He  encouraged  them  and  told  them  ^'  not  to  submit 
in  consequence  of  what  had  happened;  for  it  was  not  their 
spirit  that  was  vanquished,  but  their  want  of  discipline  that 
had  been  so  injurious.  They  had  not,  however,  been  so  much 
inferior  to  their  enemies  as  might  have  been  expected ;  espe- 
cially  since  they  had  been  matched  against  the  first  of  the 
Greeks — mere  amateurs,^  so  to  speak,  against  regular  work- 
men. They  had  also  been  much  hurt  by  the  great  number 
of  their  generals  and  the  multiplicity  of  orders  (for  their 
generals  were  fifteen  in  number),  and  also  by  the  tumultuous- 
insubordination  of  the  troops  in  general.  But  should  only  a 
few  men  of  experience  be  elected  generals,  and  prepare  their 
heavy-armed  force  for  serving  during  that  winter,  by  furnish- 
ing with  arms  those  who  did  not  possess  any^  in  order  that 
they  might  be  as  niunerous  as  possible,  and  by  compelling 
them  to  attend  to  their  training  also ;  they  would,  he  said,  in 
all  probability  have  the  advantage  over  their  enemies;  since 
courage  they  already  possessed,  and  discipline  for  the  execu- 
tion of  their  measures  would  thus  have  been  acquired.     For 

*  Or,  as  Bloomfield  renders  it,  "  raw'hands."  See  his  note.  Poppo 
reads  x^^'P^f^X'^^Ci  and  renders  the  passage,  "  Quod  cum  iis  qui  primi 
Grsecorum  peritia  (rei  militaris)  essent,  idiotse,  propemodum  dix«rim 
operarii,  pugnaasent" 
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both  these  things  would  improve ;  their  discipHne  being  prac- 
ticed in  the  midst  of  dangers;  and  their  courage  growing 
more  confident  than  ever  from  being  accompanied  by  the  as- 
surance of  science.  They  ought,  then,  to  elect  their  generals 
both  few  in  numb^  and  invested  with  absolute  authority ;  tak- 
ing to  them  the  oath, '  that  assuredly  they  would  allow  them 
to  o(»nmaiid  as  they  might  think  best'  For  so  what  ought  to 
be  kept  secret  would  be  more  ^ectoaUy  concealed ;  and  every 
thing  else  would  be  prepared  in  doe  order  and  without  listaung 
to  any  excuses.'' 

73.  The  Syracusans,  after  hearing  this  i^)eech,  voted  every 
thing  as  he  advised ;  and  elected  Hermocrates  himself  as  gen- 
eral, with  HeracHdes  son  of  Lysimachus,  and  Sicanus  son  of 
Exeoestea,  these  three.  They  also  di^atched  envoys  to 
Corinth  and  Lacedsemon ;  that  an  allied  force  might  jdn  them, 
and  that  they  might  persuade  the  Lacedaemonians,  fcH*  their 
benefit,  to  carry  on  the  war  with  the  Athenians  more  decidedly, 
by  open  measures ;  that  either  they  might  be  compelled  to  re- 
turn from  Sicily,  or  might  less  easily  send  fresh  succors  to  their 
army  now  there. 

74.  As  for  the  Athenian  forces  at  Catana,  they  sailed  im- 
mediately to  Messana,  in  expectation  of  its  being  betrayed  to 
them.  But  the  intrigues  that  were  being  carried  on  did  not 
come  to  any  thing.  For  Alcibiades,  when  he  was  now  sum- 
moned home,  and  had  left  his  command,  knowing  that  he 
would  be  outlawed,  gave  information  of  the  intended  move- 
ment, to  which  he  was  privy,  to  the  friends  of  the  Syracusans 
in  Messana ;  and  they  had  both  previously  put  to  death  the 
men  implicated  in  it,  and  at  t^t  tune  such  as  were  on  the  same 
side,  breaking  out  into  sedition,  and  taking  up  arms,  prevailed 
so  &r  as  to  prevent  thdr  admitting  the  Athenians.  When 
they,  therefore,  after  staying  ten  days,  were  suffering  from  the 
severe  weather,  had  no  provisions,  and  found  none  of  their  plans 
succeed,  they  retired  to  Naxos,  and  having  made  a  palisade 
round  their  encampment,  took  up  their  winter  quarters  there. 
They  also  sent  a  tnreme  to  Athens  for  both  money  and  cavalry, 
to  join  them  in  the  spring. 

75.  The  Syracusans,  on  their  part,  both  built  in  the 
course  of  the  winter  a  wall  to  their  city,  along  the  whole 
quarter  looking  toward  Epipolse,  including  the  Temenites,  to 
prevent  their  being  circumvallated  so  easily  as  they  would 


Digitized  by 


Google 


426  THUOTDIDBa  VI  [lxxvl 

with  a  leas  circuit,  in  case  of  their  being  defeated ;  and  also 
fortified  Megara  as  an  out-post,  and  another  in  the  Olym- 
pieum.  They  fixed  palisades,  too,  along  the  edge  of  the  sea, 
at  all  points  where  there  were  facilities  for  landing.  And 
as  they  knew  that  the  Athenians  were  wintering  at  Naxos, 
they  marched  in  full  force  to  Catana,  and  both  ravaged  part 
of  their  land,  and  after  burning  the  tents  and  encampment  of 
the  Athenians,  returned  home.  Hearing,  moreover,  that  the 
Athenians  were  sending  an  embas^  to  Camarina,  on  the 
strength  of  that  alliance  concluded  under  Laches,  to  try  if  by 
any  means  they  nyght  win  them  over  to  their  side,  the  Syra- 
cusans  also  sent  a  counter-embassy.  For  they  had  suspicions 
of  the  Camarinseans,  both  that  they  had  not  sent  heartily  what 
they  sent  to  join  in  the  first  battle ;  and  that  for  the  future 
they  would  not  wish  to  assist  them  any  more,  since  they  saw 
that  the  Athenians  had  been  successftil  in  the  engagement, 
but  would  be  persuaded  to  join  the  invaders  on  the  strength 
of  their  former  friendship.  On  the  arrival  therefore  at  Cama^ 
rina  of  Hermocrates  and  some  others  from  Syracuse,  and  of 
Euphemus  and  others  from  the  Athenians,  an  assembly  of  the 
Camarinseans  having  been  convened,  Hermocrates,  wishing  to 
prejudice  them  beforehand  against  the  Athenians,  addressed 
them  as  follows : 

76.  "It  was  not,  Camarinseans,  from  any  fear  of  your  being 
terrified  at  the  present  forces  of  the  Athenians  that  we  came 
on  this  embassy,  but  rather  from  apprehension  that  the  words 
which  would  be  spoken  by  them  before  you  heard  any  thing 
from  us  might  prevail  upon  you.  For  they  are  come  to  Sicily 
on  the  pretext,  indeed,  which  you  hear,  but  with  the  purpose 
which  we  all  suspect ;  and,  in  my  opinion,  they  are  wishing, 
not  to  restore  the  Leontines  to  their  home,  but  to  eject  us  from 
ours.  For  surely  it  is  not  consistent  that  they  should  de- 
populate the  cities  in  Greece,  but  re-settle  those  in  Sicily; 
and  that  they  should  care  for  the  Leontines,  who  are  Chalci- 
dians,  because  of  their  connection  with  them,  but  keep  in 
slavery  the  Chalcidians  in  Fuboea,  from  whom  these  are  a 
colony.  But  the  method  is  the  same,  by  which  they  both 
gained  possession  of  those  places,  and  are  attempting  to  do  so 
with  these.  For  after  they  had  been  appointed  leaders,  by 
the  free  choice  both  of  the  lonians  and  of  all  who  were  of 
Athenian  origin,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  vengeance  on  the 
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Mede ;  by  chargiiig  some  of  them  vrith  failure  in  military  senr- 
ice,  others  with  matual  hostilities,  and  others  on  any  specious 
plea  which  they  severally  had  to  urge,  they  reduced  them  to 
subjection.  And  so  they  did  not  withstand  the  Mede  for  the 
sake  of  Uberty — ^neither  these  men  for  that  of  the  Greeks,  nor 
the  Greeks  for  their  own — but  the  former  did  it  to  enslave 
the  Greeks  to  themselves,  instead  of  to  the  Mede ;  the  latter,  to 
get  a  new  master,  one  not  more  unwise,  but  more  wise  for  evil. 

77.  ^^But,  open  as  the  Athenian  state  is  to  accusation,  wo 
are  not  come  at  the  present  time  to  prove  before  those  who 
know  this  already,  in  now  many  respects  it  is  committing  in- 
)ustioe ;  but  much  rather  to  censure  ourselves,  because,  with 
the  warnings  given  us  by  the  Greeks  in  those  quarters,  how 
they  were  enslaved  through  not  assisting  one  another,  and 
with  the  same  sophisms  being  now  practiced  on  ourselves — 
their  re-mstatement  of  thdr  Leondne  kinsmen,  and  suc- 
cors to  their  Segestan  allies — ^we  will  not  unite  together,  and 
show  them  that  the  people  here  are  no  lonians,  or  Hellespontines 
and  islanders,  who  are  always  passing  to  a  new  master,  either 
the  Mede  or  some  one  else,  and  still  kept  in  slavery,  but  free 
Dorians  from  the  independent  Poleponnese  now  living  in 
Sicily.  Or  do  we  wait  till  we  have  separately  been  subdued, 
city  by  city  ?  knowing,  as  we  do,  that  in  this  way  only  are  we 
vincible;  and  seeing  them  have  recourse  to  this  method, 
so  as  to  set  some  of  us  at  variance  with  words ;  to  set  others  at 
war  through  hope  of  finding  allies ;  and  to  injure  others  by 
saying  something  flattering  to  them,  as  they  severally  can. 
And  do  we  then  think,  that  if  our  distant  fellow-countryman  is 
destroyed  before  us,  the  danger  will  not  come  to  each  of  our- 
selves also,  but  that  he  who  suffers  before  us  keeps  his  misfor- 
tune to  himself? 

78.  ^^  If,  again,  the  thought  has  presented  itself  to  any  one, 
that  although  the  Syracusans  are  hostile  to  the  Athenians,  he 
himself  is  not ;  and  if  he  consider  it  a  hardship  to  incur  dan- 
gers for  our  country,  let  him  reflect  that  it  is  not  for  ours 
especially,  but  in  like  manner  for  his  own  also  that  he  will 
fight  in  ours;  and  that  he  will  do  it  with  proportionately 
greater  safety,  inasmuch  as  he  will  not  enter  on  tiie  struggle 
after  we  have  been  first  ruined,  but  with  us  for  allies,  and  not 
left  by  himself.  And  let  him  consider  that  the  wish  of  the 
Athenians  is,  not  to  chastise  our  enmity,  but,  making  us  their 
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excuse,  to  secure  no  less  liis  own  friendship.^  If,  moreover, 
any  one  envies  us,  or  is  afraid  of  us  (for  to  both  these  feel- 
ings are  more  powerful  states  exposed),  and  for  this  reason 
wishes  Syracuse  to  be  brought  down,  that  we  may  be  taught 
moderation,  but  yet  for  his  own  safety's  s^e  would  have  it 
escape  destruction,  he  indulges  a  wish  beyond  the  limit  of  hu- 
man power.  For  it  is  not  possible  for  the  same  man  to  be 
alike  the  arbiter  of  his  own  desire  and  of  fortune.  And 
should  he  &il  in  his  views,  then,  while  lamenting^  his  own 
misfortunes,  he  might,  perhaps,  some  time  or  other,  wish  again 
to  envy  our  advantages.  But  that  will  be  impossible  if  he 
abandon  us,  and  will  not  ti&e  his  part  in  the  same  perils ; 
which  are  incurred,  not  for  names,  but  for  realities ;  for  fliough 
nominally  he  would  preserve  our  power,  he  would  really  secure 
his  own  safety.  And  it  was  reasonable  that  you  especially, 
Oamarinseans,  who  live  on  our  borders,  and  are  the  next  to  incur 
the  danger,  should  have  provided  for  this,  and  not  have  joined 
us  remissly,  as  you  are  now  doing ;  but  rather  Uiat  you  should 
yourselves  have  come  to  us ;  and  what  you  would  have  entreat- 
ed, while  calling  us  to  your  aid,  if  the  Athenians  had  first  come 
against  Camarina,  that  ought  you  now,  on  the  same  principle, 
to  have  come  and  urged  on  us  an  exhortation,  that  we  should 
on  no  point  submit  But  neither  have  ye,  hitherto,  nor  the 
rest,  bestirred  yourselves  for  these  objects. 

79.  "  But  iJhirough  cowardice,  perhaps,  you  will  study  what 
is  just,  both  towaiS  us  and  toward  the  invaders,  and  allege 
that  there  is  an  alliance  between  you  and  the  Athenians.  Yes, 
but  you  did  not  conclude  that  to  the  injury  of  your  friends, 
but  in  case  any  of  your  enemies  might  attack  you ;  and  to 
assist  the  Athenians,  surely,  when  uiey  were  wronged  by 
others,  and  not  when  they  were  themselves  wronging  their 
neighbors,  as  they  are  now.  For  not  even  do  the  Rhegians, 
althoi^h  of  Chalcidian  extraction,  consent  to  join  in  the  re- 
instatement of  the  Chalcidian  Leontines.  And  it  is  a  strange 
thing  if  they,  suspecting  the  real  meaning  of  this  fine  pretense, 
are  wise  without  any  reason  to  offer  for  their  conduct,  while 
you,  with  a  reasonable*  plea  to  urge,  choose  to  assist  your  na- 

>  i.  e^  so  to  reduce  the  power  of  every  state  in  the  island,  that  none 
shall  have  any  alternative  but  to  remain  the  faithful  allies  of  Athens." — 
Arnold. 

2  dTiocjwpdeict]  or,  as  Pontus  and  Poppo  take  it,.  "  lamented." 

8  ei)X6y(fi  'irpo(j>daei.']  EvTioyoc  is  so  constantly  used  to  signify  what 
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tural  enemies,  and,  in  oonoert  with  jour  bitterest  foes,  to  ruin 
men  who  are  still  more  your  natural  connections.  Nay  that  is 
not  just;  but  rather,  to  assist  us,  and  not  to  be  afiraid  of  their 
armament  For  it  is  not  formidable  if  we  all  take  our  stand 
together ;  but  only  i^  on  the  contrary,  we  are  separated  from 
each  other,  which  they  are  so  anxious  to  effect :  since  even 
when  they  came  against  us  alcMie,  and  were  victorious  in  bat- 
tle, they  did  not  achieve  what  they  wished,  but  quickly  went 
away  again.  i 

80.  ^  Surely  then,  if  we  were  nnited,  it  were  not  reascmable 
for  us  to  be  disheartened :  but  we  ou^ht  to  enter  more  heartily 
into  alliance,  especially  as  suecors  will  join  us  from  the  Pelo- 
ponnese  also,  the  inhabitants  of  which  are  altogether  superior  to 
these  men  in  military  matters.  And  no  one  should  think 
that  forethought  of  yours  to  be  fair  to  us,  while  it  is  safe  for 
you ;  I  mean  your  assbting  neither  party,  as  being  aUies  of 
both.  For  it  is  not  fair  in  fact,  as  it  is  in  profession.  For  if 
it  be  through  your  not  siding  with  us  that  both  the  sufferer  is 
defeated  and  the  conqueror  gains  the  victory,  what  else  do  ye 
but  refuse,  by  the  self-same  standing  aloof,  to  aid  the  one  party 
for  their  preservation,  and  to  prevent  the  other  from  behaving 
basely  ?  And  yet  it  were  honorable  for  you,  by  joining  those 
who  are  injured,  and  at  the  same  time  your  own  kinsmen,  to 
guard  ihe  common  interest  of  Sicily,  and  not  to  permit  the 
Athenians,  your  friends  forsooth,  to  do  wrong.  In  short,  we 
Syracusans  say,  that  it  is  of  no  use  to  afford  certain  informa- 
tion, either  to  you  or  to  the  rest,  about  what  you  know  your- 
selves, as  well  as  we ;  but  we  entreat  you,  and  at  the  same 
time  protest,  if  we  do  not  prevail  on  yon,  that  we  are  plotted 
against  by  lonians,  who  are  always  our  enemies,  while  we  are 
betrayed  by  you,  Dorians  by  Dorians.  And  if  the  Athenians 
reduce  us  to  subjection,  though  it  is  by  your  decisions  that 
they  will  gain  the  victory,  it  is  in  their  own  name  that  they 
will  enjoy  the  honor;  and  they  will  receive  no  other  prize 
for  the  victory  than  those  men  who  put  the  victory  into  their 
hands.    If,  on  the  other  hand,  uje  are  the  conquerors,  you  will 

really  is  reasonable,  in  opposition  to  evirpeinici  what  only  appears  to  be 
so,  that  I  can  not  agree  with  Arnold  and  Poppo,  who  give  a  different 
sense  to  it  in  this  passage ;  the  former  rendering  it  "  with  a  seeming 
reasonable  pretext;"  the  latter,  '^utentes  probabUl  (aeu  speciosa)  ex- 
cusatione  (qud  vestram  rationem  tueamini)." 
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also  have  to  submit  to  the  punishment  due  to  the  authors  of 
our  dangers.  Consider,  then,  and  choose  at  once,  either  imme- 
diate slavery  without  any  peril,  or  the  chance  of  gaining  the 
victory  with  us,  and  so  avoiding  a  disgraceful  submission 
to  these  men  as  your  masters,  as  also  of  escaping  our  enmity, 
which  would  be  of  no  trivial  kind." 

81.  Hermocrates  spoke  to  this  effect;  and  after  him,  Eu- 
phemus,  the  Athenian  embassador,  as  follows : 

82.  "  Though  we  are  come  hither  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
newing our  former  alliance,  yet  as  the  Syracusan  orator  has^ 
attacked  us  on  that  head,  we  must  also  address  you  on  the 
subject  of  our  empire,  to  show  that  we  enjoy  it  on  just 
grounds.  The  strongest  proof,  then,  of  this  he  himself  has 
mentioned,  in  his  assertion  that  the  lonians  have  ever  been 
hostile  to  the  Dorians.  And  such  too  is  the  case.  For  we,  who 
are  lonians,  considered,  with  regard  to  the  Peloponnesians^ 
who  are  Dorians,  and  more  numerous  than  ourselves,  and 
living  near  us,  in  what  way  we  might  be  least  subject  to  them. 
And  afber  the  Median  invasion,  having  got  a  fleet,  we  released 
ourselves  from  the  empire  and  supremacy  of  the  Lacedaemo- 
nians ;  since  they  had  no  more  right  to  conmiand  us  than  we 
them,  except  so  £ar  as  they  were  at  present  more  powerful. 
Thus  having  been  ourselves  appointed  leaders  of  those  who 
were  before  under  the  king,  we  so  continue ;  considering  that 
in  this  way  we  should  least  fall  under  the  power  of  the  Pelo- 
ponnesians,  by  having  a  force  with  which  to  defend  ourselves ; 
and,  to  speak  accurately,  not  having  unjustly,  either,  reduced 
the  lonians  and  islanders  to  subjection,  whom  the  Syracusans 
say  that  we  have  enslaved,*  though  our  kinsmen.  For  they 
came  against  their  mother-country,  against  us,  I  mean,  in 
company  with  the  Mede ;  and  could  not  bring  themselves  to 
revolt  from  him,  and  to  sacrifice  their  property — as  we  did, 
when  we  evacuated  our  city — ^but  chose  slavery  themselves,  and 
to  bring  the  same  on  us  also. 

83.  "  Wherefore  we  are  worthy  of  the  empire  we  enjoy,  be- 
cause we  supplied  the  most  numerous  fleet,  and  showed  un- 
compromising zeal  in  behalf  of  the  Greeks ;  and  because  these 
men,  by  so  readily  acting  as  they  did,  even  in  favor  of  the 
Mede,*  inflicted  injury  on  us ;  while  at  the  same  time  we  aim  , 
at  gaining  strength  against  the  Peloponnesians.     And  we  make 

'  «.  e.,  of  ono  so  utterly  opposed  to  the  good  of  Greece. 
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no  fine  professions  of  justly  enjoying  dominion,  either  as  hay- 
ing by  ourselves  overthrown  the  barbarian,  or  as  having  faced 
danger  for  the  liberty  of  these  men,  more  than  for  that  of  all, 
and  of  ourselves  at  the  same  time.  For  in  no  one  is  it  an  invidi- 
ous thing  to  provide  for  his  own  safety.  And  now,  having 
come  hither  also  for  the  sake  of  our  own  security,  we  see  that 
these  same  things  are  exp^ent  for  you  hkewise.  And  we  prove 
it  from  what  these  men  state  to  our  prejudice,  and  what  you,  in 
your  too  great  alarm,  suspect ;  knowing  that  those  who  through 
fear  are  suspicious,^  though  pleased  at  the  moment  by  me 
charms  of  oratory,  yet  afterw^d  attend  to  their  real  interests 
in  what  they  undertake.  For  we  have  said  that  we  hold  our 
dominion  there  under  the  influence  of  fear,  and  that  for  the 
same  reason  we  are  come  to  put  the  states  here  on  a  safe  foot- 
ing, in  concert  with  our  Mends ;  and  not  to  enslave  them,  but 
rather  to  prevent  their  being  so  treated. 

84.  ^  And  let  no  one  suppose  that  we  are  interesting  our- 
selves in  you  without  any  connection  existing  between  us ;  since 
he  must  know  that  through  your  being  preserved,  and  resisting 
the  Syracusans  ^being  not  too  weak  to  do  so),  we  should  be 
less  readily  hurt  oy  their  sending  a  force  to  the  Peloponnesians. 
In  this  way,  ilien,  you  are  connected  with  us  in  the  greatest 
degree ;  and  on  this  account  too  it  is  reasonable  that  we  should 
reinstate  the  Leontines,  not  as  subjects,  like  their  kinsmen  in 
Euboea,  but  in  as  powerful  a  condition  as  possible  ;  that.,  from 
their  own  countiy,  living  as  they  do  close  to  these  men's  bor- 
ders, they  may  in  our  behalf  be  annoying  to  them.  For  in 
Greece  we  are  by  ourselves  able  to  cope  with  our  enemies ; 
and  the  Chalcidiiuis,  after  whose  subjugation  the  orator  says 
that  we  are  inconsistently  giving  liberty  to  those  here,  are  ad- 
vantageous to  us  by  being  without  any  armament,  and  only 
paying  us  money ;  but  the  people  here,  both  the  Leontines 
and  our  other  friends,  by  being  left  as  independent  as  pos- 
sible. 

85.  "  To  an  individual,  however,  who  has  absolute  power, 
or  to  a  state  that  holds  dominion,  nothing  is  inconsistent  that 

^  ^^  Hermocrates  had  endeavored  to  excite  the  jealousy  of  the  Camar- 
inaeans,  by  telling  them,  that  the  Athenians  did  but  pretend  to  aid  the 
Leontines,  while  their  real  object  was  the  subjugation  of  all  Sicily.  *  Such 
language,'  says  Euphemus,  *may  possibly  beguile  you  for  the  moment ; 
but  when  you  come  to  act,  you  will  follow  your  real  interesta' " — Arnold. 
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is  profitable,  nothing  reckoned  as  kindred  that  does  not  com- 
mand confidence;  but  in  every  case^  as  opportunity  may 
serve  you  must  become  either  a  foe  or  a  fiiend.  And  in  our 
case,  our  advantage  here  consists  in  tlus — not  that  we  should 
reduce  our  £riends  to  weakness,  but  that,  owing  to  the  strength 
of  our  fidends,  our  foes  should  be  powerless.  Nor  ought  you  to 
doubt  this.  For  even  in  the  case  of  our  allies  in  those  parts, 
as  they  are  severally  useful  to  us,  so  we  govern  ihem :  the 
Chians  and  Methymnseans  as  independent,  on  condition  of 
their  supplying  ships;  the  greater  part  of  them  on  more 
stringent  terms,  subject  to  contribution  of  money ;  but  others, 
although  they  are  islanders  and  easy,  to  reduce,  as  allies  on 
terms  of  entire  freedom,  because  they  lie  in  &vorable  posi- 
tions around  the  Peloponnese.  So  that  here  also  it  is  natural 
that  we  should  regulate  them  with  an  eye  to  our  advantage^ 
and,  as  we  say,  with  reference  to  our  fear  of  the  Syracusans. 
For  they  are  aiming  at  dominion  over  you,  and  wish,  afiter 
uniting  you  on  the  strength  of  your  suspicions  of  us,  them- 
selves to  sway  the  empire  of  Sicily,  by  force,  or  through  your 
forlorn  condition,  when  we  have  departed  without  gaimng  our 
object  And  it  must  be  so,  if  you  unite  with  them;  for  neither 
will  so  great  a  force,  when  united,  be  any  longer  easy  for  us  to 
manage,  nor  would  these  men  want  strength  to  deal  with  you, 
when  we  were  not  here. 

86«  "  And  whoever  does  not  think  this  to  be  the  case,  the 
very  fact  itself  convicts  him  of  being  wrong.  For  on  a  former 
occasion  you  called  us  to  your  aid  by  hdding  out  to  us  no 
other  fear,  than  that,  if  we  permitted  you  to  fall  under  the 
Syracusans,  we  ourselves  also  should  be  exposed  to  danger. 
It  is  not  right  therefore  now,  that  you  should  refiise  to  be 
persuaded  by  that  selfnsame  argument  by  which  you  wished  to 
persuade  tis  ;  or  that,  because  we  are  come  with  a  larger  arma- 
ment, you  should  be  suspicious  of  us ;  but  much  rather,  that 
you  should  mistrust  these  men.  We,  at  least,  have  no  power 
to  remain  amcmg  you  without  your  st^port ;  and  even  if  we 
should  show  ourselves  base,  and  bring  you  into  subjection,  we 
should  be  unable  to  keep  you  under  our  dominion,  both  on 
account  of  the  length  of  the  voyage,  and  the  difficulty  of  k^p- 
ing  guard  over  cities  so  great  in  extent,  and  of  an  inland  char- 
acter, as  regards  their  resources.  These  men,  on  the  other  hand, 
living  near  you  as  they  do,  not  in  a  camp,  but  in  a  city  far 
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stronger  than  our  force  here  present,  are  constantly  plotting 
against  you :  and  when,  in  each  particular  case,  tiliey  have  got 
an  opportunity,  they  do  not  let  it  slip  ^as  they  have  shown 
both  in  other  instances,  and  in  that  ot  the  Leontines),  and 
at  the  present  time  they  have  the  hardihood  to  urge  you,  as 
though  you  were  void  of  sense,  against  those  who  are  pre- 
venting this,  and  who  have  held  up  Sicily  hitherto  from  sink- 
ing under  them.  But  we,  in  opposition  to  them,  urge  you  to 
a  tor  more  real  safety,  begging  you  not  to  betray  that  which 
is  secured  to  both  of  us  by  each  other ;  and  to  consider,  that 
while  for  them,  even  without  any  allies,  the  way  to  you  is 
always  open,  you  will  not  often  have  a  chance  of  defending 
yourselves  in  conjunction  with  so  large  a  force  of  auxiliaries ; 
of  which,  if  through  your  suspicions  you  allow  it  to  depart, 
either  unsuccessful,  or,  perhaps,  even  defeated,  you  will  wish 
yet  to  see  even  a  very  small  portion,  when  its  presence  will 
no  longer  accomplish  any  thing  for  you. 

87.  "  But  neither  do  ye,  Camarinaeans,  nor  the  rest,  be  per- 
suaded by  these  men's  calumnies.  For  we  have  told  you  the 
whole  truth  concerning  these  things  about  which  we  are  sus- 
pected, and  will  still  remind  you  briefly  of  them,  and  so  try  to 
persuade  you.  We  say  then,  that  we  exercise  dominion  over 
the  men  in  those  parts  to  avoid  being  subject  to  another ;  but 
that  we  liberate  those  who  are  here,  to  avoid  being  hurt  by 
them ;  that  we  are  compelled  to  meddle  with  many  things,  b^ 
cause  we  have  also  many  things  to  guard  against ;  and  that 
we  came,  both  now  and  before,  as  allies  to  those  of  you  here, 
who  were  being  injured,  not  without  being  invited,  but  aft^* 
receiving  an  invitation.  And  do  not  ye,  either  as  judges  of 
what  is  done  by  us,  or  as  moderators,  attempt  to  divert  us 
(which  would  now  be  diflScult),  but  so  £ar  as  any  thing  in  our 
meddling  policy  and  disposition  is  at  the  same  time  profitable 
for  yotf,  that  t&ke  and  n^e  the  most  of  it.  And  believe  that 
it  is  not  equally  injurious  to  all,  but  that  to  a  large  majority 
of  the  Greets  it  is  even  beneficial  For  every  one  in  every 
place,  even  where  we  are  not  already  present,  both  he  who 
thinks  that  he  will  suffer  wrong,  and  ne  who  is  meditating  to 
commit  it,  through  having  a  prospect  ever  closer  at  hand,  the 
one  of  obtaining  help  from  us  against  his  injurer,  the  other,  that 
if  we  come,  they*  run  the  risk  of  not  being  free  from  alarm,  both, 

'  I  see  no  reason,  either  for  changing  ddeelg  into  ddeect  as  Dobree  and 
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I  say,  are  alike  compelled,  ihe  one,  to  be  moderate  against  bis 
own  will,  the  otber,  to  be  sayed  without  bis  own  exerticm. 
This  security,  then,  which  is  common  to  all  who  require  i<^ 
and  which  is  now  presented  to  you,  do  not  ye  reject;  but, 
acting  like  others,  instead  of  constantly  guarding  against  the 
Syracusans,  now  unite  with  us,  and  take  at  lengm  your  equal 
share  in  plotting  against  them." 

88.  To  this  effect  spoke  Euphemus.  Now  the  Camari- 
naeans  had  felt  on  the  subject  as  follows :  Toward  the  Athe- 
nians they  were  well  inclined,  except  so  &r  as  they  might 
think  that  they  would  subjugate  Sicily,  but  with  the  Syrsr 
cusans  they  had  always,  in  the  spirit  of  borderers,  been  at 
variance.  Being,  however,  more  afraid  of  the  Syracusans, 
who  were  close  at  hand,  lest  they  might  even  without  their 
assistance  gain  the  ascendency,  they  both  sent  them  in  the  first 
instance  that  small  body  of  horse,  and  determined  for  the  fu- 
ture to  do  more  actual  service  for  the  Syracusans  (though  as 
sparingly  as  possible)  ;  but  for  the  present^  that  they  might  not 
seem  to  show  less  respect  for  the  Athenians — since  they  had 
even  proved  the  stronger  in  the  battle — they  resolved  to  give 
a  verbal  answer  that  should  be  Mt  to  both  parties.  Having, 
therefore,  adopted  this  counsel,  they  answered,  "That  since 
mutual  hostilities  were  being  carried  on  by  parties  who  were 
both  in  alliance  with  them,  they  thought  it  to  be  most  con- 
sistent with  their  oaths  to  aid  neither  party  for  the  present." 
And  so  the  embassadors  on  each  side  returned. 

The  Syracusans  were  now  preparing  their  forces  for  war, 
while  the  Athenians  encamped  at  Naxos  were  negotiating  with 
the  Sicels,  to  get  as  many  as  possible  to  join  ihem.  Now  such  of 
the  Sicels  as  lived  more  on  the  plains,  and  who  were  subject  to 
the  Syracusans,  in  most  cases  stood  aloof  from  them ;  but  those 
who  occupied  the  interior,  their  homes  having  before  this  al* 
ways  been  independent,  immediately,  with  a  very  few  ex- 
ceptions, fidded  with  the  Athenians,  and  carried  down  com  for 
the  army,  and  in  some  cases  money  also.  Against  those  who 
did  not  come  over  to  them  the  Atlienians  made  an  expedition, 
and  compelled  some,  but  were  prevented  from  compelling  others, 
by  the  Syracusan's  sending  them  garrisons,  and  coming  to  their 
aid.    Having  moved  their  station  for  the  winter  from  Naxos 

Arnold  wish  to  do,  or  for  taking  the  word  with  an  active  signification 
though  it  may  possibly  be  so  used  sometimes. 
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to  Catana,  and  having  raised  again  the  camp  which  had  been 
burned  down  by  the  Syracusans,  they  remained  there  the 
rest  of  that  season.  They  sent  at  this  time  a  trireme  to 
Carthago  with  proposals  of  friendship,  on  the  chance  of  their 
obtaining  any  help,  and  another  to  Tyrrhenia,  as  some  of  its  ci- 
ties had  of  their  own  accord  ottered  to  join  them  in  the  war. 
They  also  dispatched  messengers  about  to  the  Sicels,  and  like- 
wise to  Segesta,  desiring  that  they  would  forward  to  thenl  as 
many  horses  as  possible ;  while  they  also  prepared  for  the  cir- 
cumu^lation  bncks,  iron,  and  all  other  requisites,  intending 
tocommerce  hostilities  in  the  spring.  The  Syracusan  em- 
bassadors, on  the  other  hand,  who  had  been  dispatched  to 
Corinth  and  Lacedaemon,  both  endeavored,  as  they  coasted 
along,  to  persuade  the  Greeks  of  Italy  not  to  look  with  in- 
diflferenoe  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Athenians,  since  they 
were  lumed  equally  at  themselves,  and  when  they  were  come 
to  Corinth,  delivered  an  address  to  them,  begging  for  assist- 
ance on  the  ground  of  their  connection.  The  Connthians  im- 
mediately, in  the  first  place,  themselves  voted  to  assist  them 
with  the  greatest  zeal,  and  then  sent  envoys  with  them  to  La- 
cedsemon,  to  join  in  persuading  that  people  also  both  to  carry 
on  the  war  with  the  Athenians  more  openly  at  home,  and  to 
send  succors  to  Sicily.  Accordingly  the  embassadors  from 
Corinth  came  to  Lacedaemon,  and  Aldbiades  also,  with  his 
fellow-exiles,  who  had  crossed  straightway  on  board  a  vessel 
of  burden  from  Thuria  to  Cyllene,  in  the  Kean  territory,  in 
the  first  instance,  and  then  afterward,  when  the  Lacedaemo- 
nians themselves  had  sent  for  him,  proceeded  to  Lacedaemon 
under  treaty;  for  he  was  afraid  of  them,  owing  to  the  part  he 
had  taken  in  the  Mantinean  business.  And  the  result  was, 
that  in  the  Lacedaemonian  assembly  the  Corinthians,  the  Syra- 
cusans, and  Alcibiades,  by  urging  the  same  request,  prevailed 
on  the  people  there.  But  when  the  ephors  and  the  authorities, 
though  they  purposed  sending  embassadors  to  Syracuse,  to 
urge  them  to  make  no  terms  with  the  Athenians,  were  not  dis- 
posed to  assist  them,  Alcibiades  came  forward,  and  exasperated 
and  instigated  the  Lacedaemonians  by  addressing  them  as 
follows: 

89.  "  It  is  necessary  that  I  should  first  address  you  on  the 
subject  of  the  prejudice  felt  against  me,  that  you  may  not, 
through  your  suspicions,  attend  to  me  the  less  on  matters  of 
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public  interest  When,  then,  our  ancestors*  had,  on  the 
ground  of  some  quarrel  or  other,  renounced  their  connection 
with  you  as  your  proxeni,  I  myself,  from  a  wish  to  resume  it, 
paid  attentions  to  you,  both  in  other  respects,  and  in  the  case 
of  your  misfortune  at  Pylus.  And  when  I  continued  thus 
zealous,  you,  at  the  time  you  were  concluding  peace  with  the 
Athenians,  conferred'  influence  on  my  enemies,  by  negotiating 
through  them,  but  brought  dishonor  on  me.  For  these 
reasons  it  was  with  justice  that  you  received  harm  at  my 
hands,  both  when  I  turned  to  the  Mantineans  and  Argives, 
and  on  whatever  other  occasion  I  opposed  you.  And  now, 
if  there  be  any  one  who  at  that  time,  while  he  was  suflFering, 
was  unfairly  angry  with  me,  let  him  look  at  the  question  in 
the  true  light,  and  be  led  to  a  different  conviction.  Or  if  there 
be  any  one  who  formed  a  worse  opinion  of  me,*  because  I 
rather  attached  myself  to  the  popular  party,  let  him  not  on  this 
ground,  either,  suppose  that  he  was  with  good  reason  offended 
at  me.  For  we  have  always  been  foes  to  tyrants ;  and  all 
that  are  opposed  to  the  dominant  factidn  are  called  by  the 
name  of  *  people.'  It  was  from  this,  then,  that  our  taking  the 
lead  of  the  populace  continued ;  and  besides,  as  the  state  was 
under  a  democratical  government,  it  was  necessary  on  most  oc- 
casions to  follow  the  existing  order  of  things.  However,  we 
endeavored  to  be  more  moderate  in  politics  than  suited  the 
intemperate  spirit  which  had  before  prevailed.  But  there 
were  others,  both  in  times  of  old  and  now,  who  led  on  the 
multitude  to  more  evil  courses — the  very  party  which  also 
banished  me.  But  in  our  case  it  was  the  whole  body  of  the 
people  that  we  headed;  thinking  it  right  to  assist  in  pre- 
serving that  form  of  government  under  which  the  country 
was  most  great  and  free,  and  which  we  had  received.  For 
with  regard  to  democracy,  all  of  us  who  had  any  sense  knew 
what  it  was ;  and  I  myself,  perhaps,  better  than  any  one,  *in 

^  TffiQv.']  Arnold  accounts  for  the  use  of  the  plural  here  and  in  other 
parts  of  the  chapter  by  supposing  the  speaker  to  join  with  himself  some 
relations,  as  well  as  personal  friends,  who  had  been  banished  with  him. 

2  6(T(t)  Kot  Xoidop^aaifju.']  I  have  given  what  appears  to  be  the  meaning 
of  this  passage ;  though  it  is  doubtful  whether  it  can  be  extracted  from 
the  Greek  as  it  now  stands.  Arnold  supposes  that  "  some  words  have 
been  lost  before  XoidopTjaaifii^  so  that  the  words  ovdevhg  uv  x^ipov  prop- 
erly belong  to  that  verb,  and  after  d<T^  koI  there  should  be  supplied 
(idXTiov  vtt'  aviijc  vdiKijfjtai.^^    But  this  is  perhaps  a  more  ingenious  than 
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proportion  as  I  could  also  abuse  it  more.  But  of  an  acknowl- 
edged absurdity  nothing  new  could  be  said ;  and  yet  to  put  it 
aside  did  not  appear  to  us  safe,  while  you,  as  our  enemies, 
were  so  closely  besetting  us. 

90.  "With  regard  then  to  your  prejudices  against  me, 
such  were  the  facts :  but  with  regard  to  what  you  must  de- 
liberate upon,  and  I,  on  whatever  point  I*  am  better  informed, 
must  advise,  now  learn  from  me.  We  sailed  to  Sicily,  in  the 
first  place,  to  subdue  the  Siceliots,  if  we  could ;  after  them,  again, 
the  Italiots ;  and  then  also  to  make  an  attempt  on  the  dominion 
of  the  Carthaginians,  and  on  their  own  city.  If  either  all  or  most 
of  these  schemes  proved  successful,  then  we  intended  to  attack 
the  Peloponnese,  after  bringing  here  the  united  force  of  the 
Greeks  that  had  joined  us  in  mose  parts,  taking  many  barba- 
rians into  our  pay — ^both  Iberians  and  others  of  those  nations, 
confessedly  the  most  warlike^  barbarians  at  the  present  day — 
and  building  many  triremes  in  addition  to  what  we  have 
(since  Italy  contains  timber  in  abundance).  Blockading  the 
Peloponnese  with  these  round  its  coasts,  and  at  the  same  time 
attacking  it  with  our  soldiers  on  the  land  side,  after  taking 
some  of  the  cities  by  storm,  and  walling  in  others,  we  hoped 
with  ease  to  reduce  it ;  and  after  that  to  enjoy  the  sovereignty 
of  the  whole  Grecian  race.  And  as  for  money  and  provisions, 
to  render  each  of  these  measures  more  practicable,  the  newly- 
safe  correction.  I  had  myself  conjectured,  before  I  found  that  Bloomfleld 
had  done  the  same,  that  Koi  might  be  a  corruption  of  kuv,  a  contraction 
which  occurs  ch.  92..  4 ;  and  this  very  slight  change  is  perhaps  sufficient 
to  remedy  the  eviL  Though  yiyv6aKoijLU  is  probably  understood  with 
uif  in  the  preceding  clause,  I  can  not  think  that  it  could  ever  have  been 
expressed,  as  Bloomfleld  proposes  to  do ;  at  least  not  in  the  position  which 
he  woul^  give  to  it,  immediately  after  ^oidop^aaifii,  thus  giving  by  the 
concurrence  of  the  two  optatives  a  most  unmusical  termination  to  the 
paragraph.  With  regard  to  the  word  o(t^,  it  seems  doubtful  whether  it 
is  to  be  considered  as  qualifying  a  comparative  understood,  as  the  com- 
mentators suppose,  or  as  used  absolutely,  as  in  some  other  passages  of 
our  author,  signifying  "inasmuch  as;"  e.  g.,  chap.  92.  4,  kuv  ^Uof  dv 
iKavuc  <i0f  Aoijyv,  oc^  rd  fitv  'Adrjvalcjv  olSot  rd  cJ'  v/iETepa  yKo^ov.  If  the 
former  be  the  real  construction,  it  is  possible  that  the  whole  expression, 
ovdevoc  dv  x^^P^'^i  "^^  intended  to  be  supplied  from  the  preceding  clause ; 
and  so  there  would  be  no  necessity  for  even  the  slight  alteration  of  koI 
into  KUV, 

*  '^axi'lJ-(>>TaTovg.'\  Poppo  reads  fiaxifjt(i>TuTG)Vf  "  of  the  barbarians  con- 
fessedly the  most  warlike,"  etc.,  "  which,"  says  Arnold,  "  undoubtedly 
affords  an  easier  sense." 
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acquired  places  in  those  quarters  would  by  themselves  supply 
sumcient,  mdependently  of  our  revenues  from  these  parts. 

91.  "  Thus,  then,  concermng  the  expedition  which  has  now 
sailed,  you  have  heard  its  objects  from  the  man  who  knows  with 
the  greatest  accuracy  what  we  purposed  by  it :  and  the  generals 
who  still  remain  there  will,  if  they  are  able,  carry  them  out 
in  the  same  way.  But  that  the  people  there  will  not  escape 
their  attack,  unless  you  succor  them,  you  must  now  learn. 
Ilie  Sioeliots  indeed,  although  untrained,  might  still  even  now 
gidn  the  victory,  if  united  in  one  body.  But  the  Syracus- 
ana  alone,  defeated  as  they  have  already  been  in  battle  wiih 
all  their  forces,  and  hemmed  in  by  sea  at  the  same  time,  will 
be  unable  to  hold  out  against  me  Athenian  armament  now 
fhere.  And  if  that  city  is  taken,  the  whole  of  Sicily  also  is 
in  Uieir  possession,  and  Italy,  too,  straightway ;  and  the  danger 
which  I  just  now  mentioned  as  impending  n*om  that  quarter, 
would  in  no  long  time  faU  upon  you.  Let  no  one  then  think 
that  he  is  deliberating  about  Sicily  alone,  but  about  the  Pelo- 
ponnese  also,  unless  you  quickly  adopt  these  measures ;  unless, 
I  mean,  you  send  thither  on  board  ship  such  a  body  of  troops^ 
as,  after  working  their  own  passage,  shall  immediately  act  as 
heavy  in&ntry ;  and  also,  what  I  consider  to  be  still  more  serv- 
iceable than  troops,  a  Spartan  as  commander,  both  to  disci- 
pline their  present  forces,  and  to  compel  those  who  are  unwill- 
ii)g  to  serve.  For  so  the  friends  you  already  have  will  feel  the 
greater  confidence,  and  those  who  are  doubting  between  the 
two  sides  will  more  fearlessly  join  yours.  You  must  also  carry 
on  hostilities  here  in  a  more  decisive  manner ;  that  the  Syra- 
cusans,  convinced  that  you  take  aii  interest  in  them,  may  offer 
the  greater  resistance ;  and  that  the  Athenians  may  the  less 
easily  send  reinforcements  to  their  troops.  And  for  that  purpose 
you  must  fortify  Decelea,  in  Attica ;  a  blow  of  which  the  Athen- 
ians have  always  been  most  afraid,  and  the  only  one  which  they 
think  they  have  not  experienced  in  the  present  war.  And  in  that 
way  would  one  most  surely  hurt  his  enemies,  if,  acting  on  certain 
information,  he  should  inflict  upon  them  those  things  which  he 
knows  them  to  fear  most :  for  it  is  but  reasonable  that  every  peo- 
ple should  know  most  accurately  its  own  dangers,  and  fear  them 
accordingly.  But  with  regard  to  the  difficulties  which,  while 
you  benefit  yourselves,  you  will  create  for  your  opponents  by 
thus  fortifymg  the  place,  though  I  pass  over  many,  I  will 
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briefly  mention  the  chief.  Whatever  then  the  country  is 
stocked  with,  the  greater  part  will  come  to  you,  either  throng 
being  captured^  or  of  their  own  accord.*  They  will  also  at 
once  be  deprived  of  their  revenues  frc«n  the  silver .  mines  at 
Laurium,  with  the  advantages  they  now  derive  from  their 
land  and  their  courts  of  justice ;'  but,  especially,  of  the  revenue 
from  the  allies,  which  will  be  less  regularly  paid  by  them, 
when  they  consider  that  the  war  on  your  part  is  now  vigor- 
ously prosecuted,  and  so  think  lightly  of  them.  To  have  each 
of  these  things  done  with  greater  speed  and  spirit  rests  with 
you,  LacedaemoniaDs ;  for  that  they  are  possible  I  am  very 
confident,  and  I  do  not  think  that  I  shall  be  proved  to  have 
been  mistaken. 

92.  "  And  now,  I  beg  that  I  may  not  be  the  worse  thought 
of  by  any  among  you,  because  I  am  now  strenuously  attacking 
my  country  with  its  bitterest  enemies,  though  I  formerly  had 
a  reputation  for  patriotism ;  and  that  my  words  may  not  be 
suspected  on  the  score  of  an  exile's  £>rwardness.  For  though 
I  am  an  exile,  as  regards  the  villainy  of  those  who  banished 
me,  I  am  not  one,  as  regards  assistance  to  you,  if  you  will  be 
persuaded  by  me ;  and  the  party  hostile  to  me  was  not  you, 
who  only  hurt  your  foes,  but  rather  they  who  compelled  Uieir 
friends  to  become  their  foes.  My  patriotism,  too,  I  ke^  not 
at  a  time  when  I  am  being  wronged,*  but  only  while  I  enjoyed 
my  civil  rights  in  security.  Nor  do  I  consider  myself  to  be 
going  against  what  is  still  my  country,  but  much  rather  to  be 
recovering  that  country  which  is  mine  no  more.  And  the 
patriot,  in  the  true  sense,  is  not  that  man  who,  when  he  has 
unjustly  lost  his  countiy,  abstains  frcmi  aggression  upon  it, 

*  rd  cJ'  avToftaTa.']  i.  e.,  the  slaves,  which  I  believe  to  be  chiefly  alluded 
to  by  the  expression  olg  V  ;t^P«  KaTeaKevaarai  (see  note  on  ch.  IT.  3), 
though  it  may  also  include,  as  Arnold  supposes,  cattle,  sheep,  farm- 
bouses,  trees,  and  other  articles  of  dead  as  well  as  live  stock. 

2  StKaoTijpiov.]  i.  e.,  in  various  fees  and  fines ;  on  whidi,  see  Boeckh 
Publ.  (Econ.  1.  p.  250. 

3  Iv  9.]  Or,  as  Arnold  renders  it,  "in  a  state  where,"  etc. ;  but  the  ex- 
pression is  much  more  commonly  significant  of  time  than  of  condition. 
Compare  T.  39,  Ovg  XPVV  ore  ua(^a7ieaTaToi  ^aav,  tote  Trpoaievat,  kcU  f/^ 
IV  ^  ijfielc  fi^v  iidiKrjfieda  ovroi  di  Ktvdovevovaif  yu^d'  h  ip  vfjieiQ-^-aiTL(xc  rd 
iaop  i^€T€,  ndXai  d^,  k.  t.  A.  There  is,  however,  so  close  a  connection 
between  the  ideas  of  a  particular  period  and  of  the  circumstances  by 
which  it  is  characterized,  that  it  is  sometimes  of  comparatively  little  im- 
portance which  of  the  two  is  supposed  to  be  expressed. 
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but  be  wbo,  because  of  bis  longing  for  it,  endeavors  by  all 
means  to  regain  it  Thus,  as  £^  as  I  am  concerned,  I  beg 
you,  Lacedaemonians,  fearlessly  to  command  my  services,  both 
for  danger  and  trouble  of  every  kind ;  knowing  that  argument 
which  is  advanced  by  all,  namely,  that  if  as  your  enemy  I  did 
you  very  great  harm,  I  might  also  as  your  friend  do  you  great 
service ;  inasmuch  as  I  know  the  plans  of  the  Athenians, 
while  I  only  guessed  yours.  I  beg,  too,  that  on  your  own  part 
also,  being  convinced  that  you  are  consulting  about  your 
greatest  interests,  you  will  not  shrink  from  the  expedition 
both  against  Sicily  and  Attica ;  that  by  joining  them  ^th  a 
small  part  of  your  forces,  you  may  at  once  preserve  the  great 
states  in  Sicily,  and  overthrow  the  present  and  future  power 
of  the  Athenians ;  and  may  afterward  live  in  security  your- 
selves, and  enjoy  a  voluntary  supremacy  over  the  whole  of 
Greece,  resting  not  on  force  but  on  affection." 

93.  Such  was  the  address  of  Alcibiades.  The  Lacedaemon- 
ians, who  of  themselves  were  previously  intending  to  make  an 
expedition  against  Athens,  but  were  still  acting  with  delay 
and  circumspection,  were  far  more  determined  when  he  had 
informed  them  of  these  several  particulars,  and  when  they 
considered  that  they  had  heard  them  from  the  man  who  had 
most  certain  knowledge  of  them.  So  that  they  now  turned 
their  thoughts  to  the  fortification  of  Decelea,  and  to  immediately 
sending  some  assistance  to  the  Siciliaus.  Having  appointed 
therefore  Clearidas  to  the  command  of  the  Syracusans,  mey  in- 
structed him  to  deliberate  with  that  people  and  the  Connth- 
ians,  and  to  provide  for  succors  reaching  them  on  as  large  a 
scale,  and  with  as  much  speed,  as  present  circumstances  per- 
mitted. Accordingly  he  desired  the  Corinthians  to  send  him 
at  once  two  ships  to  Asine,  and  to  let  the  rest,  as  many  as  they 
purposed  sending,  be  equipped  and  in  readiness  to  sail,  when 
the  proper  time  came.  Having  arranged  these  points,  they 
returned  from  Lacedaemon. 

Now,  too,  arrived  the  Athenian  trireme  from  Sicily,  which 
the  generals  had  sent  for  money  and  cavalry.  And  when  the 
Athenians  had  heard  their  request,  they  resolved  to  send  both 
the  supplies  for  their  armament  and  the  cavalry.  And  so  the 
winter  ended,  and  the  seventeenth  year  of  this  war,  of  which 
Thucydides  wrote  the  history. 

94.  At  the  very  conmiencement  of  the  spring  of  the  next 
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summer,  the  Athenians  in  Sicily  put  out  from  Catana,  and 
coasted  along  toward  the  Sicilian  Megara,  from  which  the 
Syracusans,  in  the  time  of  their  tyrant  Gelo  (as  I  have  before 
mentioned),  drove  out  the  inhabitants,  and  themselves  con- 
tinue to  occupy  the  territory.  Having  landed  therefore,  they 
ravaged  the  country ;  and  after  goin^  against  a  fort  of  the 
Syracusans  without  taking  it,  they  again  proceeded  both  with 
their  land  force  and  ships  to  the  river  Terias,  and  advancing 
inland,  both  laid  waste  the  plain,  and  fired  the  com.  After 
falling  in  with  a  small  body  of  the  Syracusans,  killing  some  of 
them,  and  erecting  a  trophy,  they  returned  to  their  ships. 
When  they  had  sailed  back  to  Catana,  and  supplied  themselves 
vrith  provisions  there,  they  went  with  their  whole  force  against 
Centotripa,  a  town  of  the  Sicels,  and  returned  after  getting 
possession  of  it  by  capitulation,  burning  at  the  same  time  the 
com  of  the  Inessaeans  and  Hyblaeans.  On  their  arrival  at  Ca- 
tana, they  found  the  horsemen  come  from  Athens,  two  hundred 
and  fifty  in  number,  without  their  horses,  but  with  their  equip- 
ments in  expectation  of  horses  being  provided  there,  with 
thirty  mounted  archers,  and  three  hundred  talents  of  silver. 

95.  The  same  summer  the  Lacedaemonians  also  marched 
against  Argos,  and  went  as  far  as  CleonsB,  but,  on  the  occur- 
rence of  an  earthquake,  returned.  The  Argives,  after  this, 
made  an  incursion  into  the  Thyrean  country,  which  lies  on 
their  borders,  and  took  much  booty  from  the  Lacedaemonians, 
which  was  sold  for  no  less  than  five  and  twenty  talents.  The 
commons  of  the  Thespians  also,  this  same  summer,  and  not 
long  after  what  has  been  mentioned,  having  attacked  those  in 
office  among  them,  did  not  get  the  better ;  but  Theban  suc- 
cors having  arrived,  some  of  them  were  made  prisoners,  and 
others  fled  the  country  and  went  to  Athens. 

96.  The  Syracusans,  the  same  summer,  hearing  that  the 
cavalry  had  joined  the  Athenians,  and  that  they  were  about  to 
march  against  them,  and  thinking  that  unless  the  Athenians 
were  masters  of  Epipolae,  a  precipitous  tract,  and  lying  right 
above  their  city,  they  could  not,  even  if  defeated  in  battle, 
be   easily  circumvallated,  they  determined  to  guard  the  ap- 

I  Tdc  rrpoafiuaeig  avTuv."]  i.  e.,  tho  openings  in  the  cliff  at  different 
points  by  which  the  ridge  might  bo  ascended,  and  particularly  the  ascent 
by  Eurycius." — Arnold  On  the  topography  of  Syracuse,  and  the  mili- 
tary operations  before  it,  see  his  exceUent  Memoir  in  his  third  volume ; 
as  well  as  the  other  authorities  quoted  by  Poppo  in  his  note  on  ch.  98.  2. 
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preaches  to  it,  that  the  enemy  might  not  gain  the  heights 
without  their  obsenration;  for  no  other  way  could  they,  as 
they  thought,  effect  it.  For  the  rest  of  the  position  rises 
high,  sloping  down  to  the  city,  and  being  all  visible  within  it ; 
and  so  it  is  called  by  the  Syracusans,  from  lying  above  the  rest, 
"  !Ek)ipote,"  [or  "  Overton"].  They  then  went  out  at  day-break 
with  all  their  forces  into  the  meadow  along  the  course  of  the 
river  Anapud  (Hermocrates  and  his  colleagues  having  just  come 
into  office  as  meir  generals),  and  held  a  review  of  their  heavy- 
anned,  having  first  selected  from  those  troops  a  chosen  body 
of  six  hundred,  under  the  command  of  Dioinilus,  an  exile  from 
Andros,  to  be  a  guard  for  Epipolae,  and  quickly  to  muster 
and  present  themselves  for  whatever  other  service  they  might 
be  required. 

97.  The  Athenians,  on  the  other  hand,  held  a  review  the 
day  following  this  night,  having  already,  unobserved  by  them, 
made  the  coast  with  all  their  armament  from  Cataoa,  opposite 
a  place  called  Leon,  about  six  or  seven  stades  from  Epipolse, 
and  having  landed  their  soldiers,  and  brought  their  daips  to 
anchor  at  Thapsus ;  where  there  is  a  peninsula  nmning  out  into 
the  sea,  with  a  narrow  isthmus,  being  not  far  from  the  city  of 
Syracuse,  either  by  land  or  by  water.  The  naval  armament 
of  the  Athenians  lay  quiet  at  Thapsus,  having  thrown  a  stock- 
ade across  the  peninsida ;  but  the  land  forces  proceeded  at  full 
speed  to  Epipolse,  and  had  time  to  ascend  it,  on  the  side  of 
Euiyelus,  before  the  Syracusans,  on  perceiving  it,  could  come 
to  them  from  the  meadow  and  the  review.  They  came,  how- 
ever, against  them,  both  the  rest,  as  quickly  as  each  could,  and 
Diomilus,  with  his  six  hundred :  but  they  had  a  distance  of 
not  less  than  five  and  tWenty  stades  to  go,  before  ihej  came 
up  to  them  from  the  meadow.  Falling  on  them  therefore, 
under  these  circumstances,  in  considerable  disorder,  and  being 
defeated  in  an  engagement  at  Epipolse,  the  Syracusans  re- 
turned into  the  city,  Diomilus  being  killed,  and  about  three 
hundred  of  the  rest  Afi»r  this,  the  Athenians  having  erected 
a  trophy,  and  restored  to  the  Syracusans  their  dead  under  a 
truce,  came  down  the  next  day  to  the  city  itself;  but  when 

*  i^TjTd^ovTOf  Kal  IXadovt  k.  t.  A.]  "  They  had  landed  their  men  during 
the  night,  and  had  then  stationed  their  ships  at  Thapsus;  while  the 
soldiers,  as  soon  as  it  was  light,  after  a  brief  muster  of  their  foroe,  hast- 
ened to  ascend  to  the  Hog's  Back  behind  EpipolsB." — Arnold. 
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they  did  not  come  out  against  them,  they  returned,  and  built  a 
fort  on  Labdalum,  on  the  highest  point  of  the  eliflfe  of  Epipolse, 
looking  toward  Megara,  to  be  a  magazine  for  their  baggage 
and  treasures,  whenever  they  advanced  either  to  fight  or  to 
work  at  the  wall. 

98.  Not  long  after,  there  came  to  them  from  Segesta  three 
hundred  cavalry,  and  about  a  hundred  from  the  Sicels,  Naxians, 
and  some  others,  while  there  were  already  two  hundred  and 
fifty  from  Athens,  for  whom  they  had  received  some  horses 
from  the  Segestans  and  Catanseans,  and  had  bought  others ; 
so  that  altogether  a  body  of  six  hundred  and  fifty  cavalry,  was 
mustered.  Having  established  a  garrison  in  Labdalum,  the 
Athenians  advanced  to  Syca,  where  they  posted  themselves, 
and  built  with  all  speed  the  central  point  of  their  wall  of 
circumvallation.^  They  struck  the  Syracusans  with  consterna- 
tion by  the  rapidity  of  their  building;  and  conseouently 
they  resolved  to  march  out  against  them  and  give  them  nattle ; 

-  and  not  allow  them  to  proceed  with  the  work.  When  they 
were  now  being  drawn  up  in  battle-array  against  each  other, 
the  Syracusan  generals,  perceiving  that  their  forces  were  broken, 
'  and  did  not  easily  fall  into  line,  led  them  back  again  into  the 
city,  excepting  some  part  of  their  cavalry.  These,  staying  be- 
hind, prevented  the  Athenians  from  carrying  their  stones,  or 
dispersing  to  any  great  distance;  until  one  tnbe'  of  the  Athe- 
nian heavy-armed,  with  all  their  cavalry,  charged  and  routed 
the  Syracusan  horse,  killed  some  of  them,  and  erected  a  trophy 
for  this  cavalry  action. 

99.  The  next  day  some  of  the  Athenians  were  building  the 
wall  to  the  north  of  tiie  central  point,  while  others  were  collecting 
stones  and  timber,  and  laying  them  along  the  line,  to  the  point 
called  Trogilus ;  keeping  in  3ie  direction  in  which  their  wall  of 

*  Ireixioav  rdv  icv/cXop.]  To  avoid  appearing  to  assert  that  the  whole 
line  of  circumvallation  was  at  once  completed,  I  have  rendered  icvK^nv 
in  this  passage  by  one  of  the  terms  applied  to  it  in  Arnold's  note;  where 
he  says  that ''  6  kvk^oq  which  is  spoken  of  as  fimshed,  was  on  the  one 
hand  a  part  of  the  circumvallation,  but  was  also  a  complete  work  in  it- 
self—something, that  is,  of  an  intrenched  camp,  which  was  to  be  tho 
point  of  junction  and  key  of  the  two  lines  which  were  to  run  respect- 
ively to  the  sea  by  Trogilus,  and  to  the  great  harbor,"  etc 
f  *  We  learn  from  Herodotus,  "VT.  111.  2,  that  the  soldiers  belonging  to 
the  diflferent  tribes  at  Athens,  were  not  mixed  together  in  an  engage- 
ment, but  were  kept  separate ;  an  arnmgement  which  appears  from  ch. 
10©.  1,  to  have  been  observed  by  the  Syracusans  also. 
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circuiuvallation  would  be  completed  in  the  shortest  distance  from 
the  great  harbor  to  the  sea.  The  Syracusans  meanwhile,  at 
the  suggestion  of  Hermocrates,  more  than  of  their  other  gen- 
erals, were  no  longer  disposed  to  run  the  risk  of  general  actions 
with  the  Athenians,  but  thought  it  better  to  build  a  counter- 
wall  in  the  direction  in  which  they  intended  to  carry  their 
works ;  thinking  that  if  they  anticipated  them  with  this,  there 
would  be  an  interruption  to  their  lines ;  and  that,  if  at  that  time 
they  should  come  to  oppose  them,  they  themselves  would  send 
a  part  of  their  forces  against  tiiem,  and  have  time  to  occupy  the 
approaches  beforehand  with  their  palisade,  while  the  Athenians 
would  cease  from  tiieir  work,  and  all  turn  their  attention  to 
them.  They  went  out,  therefore,  and  proceeded,  to  build  be- 
ginning from  their  city,  and  carrying  a  cross  wall  below  the 
Athenian  lines,  cutting  down  the  olives  of  the  sacred  ground, 
and  erecting  wooden  towers.  The  ships  of  the  Athenians  had 
not  yet  sailed  round  from  Thapsus  into  the  great  harbor,  but  the 
Syracusans  still  commanded  the  sea-shore,  and  the  Athenians 
conveyed  their  provisions  from  Thapsus  by  land. 

100.  When  the  Syracusans  thought  tiiat  those  parts  of 
their  counter-work  which  had  been  completed  by  means  of 
palisades  and  masonry  were  sufficient,  and  when  the  Atheni- 
ans did  not  come  out  to  stop  them,  as  they  feared  that  the 
enemy  would  more  easily  contend  with  them  when  tiiey  were 
divided,  and  at  the  same  time  were  hurrying  to  complete  their 
own  wall  of  circumvallation ;  the  Sjrracusans,  having  left  one 
tribe  to  guard  the  building,  returned  into  the  city.  The 
Athenians,  in  the  mean  time,  destroyed  their  pipes  which  ran 
under  ground  into  the  city,  carrying  water  for  drinking ;  and 
having  watched  when  the  rest  of  the  Syracusans  were  in  their 
tents  at  mid-day,  and  some  of  them  had  even  gone  away  into 
the  city,  while  those  in  the  stockade  *  were  keeping  but  a  care- 
less guard,  they  appointed  three  hundred  picked  men  of  them- 
selves, and  a  chosen  body  of  the  light  troops,  armed  for  the 
purpose,  to  run  suddenly  at  frill  speed  to  the  counter-work 
while  the  rest  of  the  army  advanced  in  two  divisions,  one  with 
one  of  the  generals  to  the  city,  in  case  they  should  come  to  the 
rescue,  the  other  with  the  other  general  to  the  stockade  near 
the  postern.     Accordingly  the   three  hundred  assaulted  and 

^  h  T^  oTavpufiari.]  "  Apparently  a  stockade  in  advance  of  the  cross 
wall,  inoTsixtoiia^  and  covering  the  approach  to  it." — Arnold. 
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took  the  stockade,  the  guard  evacuatmg  it,  and  taking  refuge 
in  the  outworks  around  Temenites.  Their  pursuers  a£o  burst 
in  with  them,  but,  after  getting  in,  were  forcibly  driven  out 
again  hy  the  Syracusans,  and  some  few  of  the  Argives  and 
Athenians  were  slain  there.  And  now  the  whole  army  haying 
returned,  threw  down  the  wall,  tore  up  the  palisades,  transferred 
the  pales  to  their  own  lines,  and  erected  a  trophy. 

101.  The  next  day  the  Athenians,  setting  out  from  their 
lines,  began  to  build  at  the  cliffs  over  the  marsh,  which,  on  this 
side  of  Epipolse  looks  toward  the  great  harbor,  and  in  which 
direction  their  wall  of  circumvallation  would  be  finished  in  the 
shortest  distance  by  their  going  down  over  the  plain  and  the 
marsh  to  the  harbor.  The  Syracusans  meanwhile  went  out, 
and  on  their  part  also  began  again  to  interrupt  the  line  by  a 
palisade,  commencing  from  the  city  across  the  middle  of  the 
marsh;  and  at  the  same  time  dug  a  ditch  parallel  with  it, 
that  it  might  not  be  possible  for  the  Athenians  to  carry  their 
wall  of  circumvallation  as  &r  as  the  sea.  They,  after  their 
work  at  the  cliff  was  completed,  again  assaulted  tbe  palisade 
and  the  ditch  of  the  Syracusans.  They  had  ordered  their  fleet 
to  sail  round  from  Thapsus  to  the  great  harbor  of  Syracuse, 
while  they  themselves  descended  at  dawn  from  Epipolae  into 
the  plain,  and  laying  doors  and  planks  over  the  marsh,  where 
the  mud  was  most  firm,'  crossed  it  upon  them,  and  in  the 
morning  carried  the  palisade,  excepting  a  small  part  of  it,  and 
the  ditch,  and  afterward  the  remaining  part  On  this  occa- 
sion a  battle  was  fought,  in  which  the  Athenians  were  vic- 
torious, those  of  the  Syracusans  posted  on  the  right  wing 
flying  to  the  city,  those  on  the  left,  to  the  river.  Wishing  to 
intercept  the  passage  of  these,  the  three  hundred  chosen  troops 
oi  the  Athenians  pressed  on  at  full  speed  to  the  bridge ;  but 
the  Syracusans  were  alarmed,  and  as  the  greater  part  of  their 
forces  were  there,  closed  on  these  three  hundred,  routed 
them,  and  drove  them  in  on  the  right  wing  of  the  Athenians. 
By  their  charge  the  tribe  posted  first  on  the  wing  was  also 
thrown  into  panic;  on  observing  which,  Lamachus  came  to 
their  assistance  from  their  left,  with  a  few  archers  and  the  Ar- 
gives, and  having  crossed  the  ditch  in  advance,  and  being  cut  off 
from  the  rest,  with  only  a  few  who  had  crossed  with  him,  was 
kiDed  with  five  or  six  of  his  men.  These  the  Syracusans  im- 
>  Literally,  **  where  it  was  muddy  and  most  firm." 
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mediately  snatched  up,  and  had  time  to  get  oyer  the  river  into 
a  place  of  security ;  while  their  own  troops  retreated,  a9  the 
rest  of  the  Athenian  force  was  now  coming  against  them. 

102.  Meanwhile,  those  of  them  who  had  at  first  fed  for  ref- 
uge to  their  city,  when  they  saw  what  was  going  on,  resumed 
their  courage,  and  coming  thence,  themselves  drew  up  against 
the  Athenians  in  front  of  them,  and  sent  a  part  of  their  num- 
bers to  the  lines  on  E^ipolae,  thinking  they  shonid  take  them 
while  unguarded.  And  they  did,  indeed,  take  and  destroy  their 
outwork '  of  a  thousand  feet  in  length,  but  the  lines  themselves 
Nicias  prevented  their  taking,  as  he  happened  to  have  been 
left  behind  in  them  through  illness.  He  ordered  the  servants 
to  set  fire  to  the  engines,  and  all  the  timber  that  had  been 
thrown  down  in  front  of  the  wall ;  as  he  knew  that  for  want 
of  men  they  could  not  escape  in  any  other  way.  And  sudi 
was  the  result;  for  the  Syracusans  no  longer  came  against 
them  on  account  of  the  fire,  but  withdrew  again.  Indeed,  by 
this  time  succors  had  gcoe  up  to  the  lines  from  the  Athenians 
below,  who  had  repulsed  the  enemy  in  that  part ;  and  at  the 
same  time  their  ships  from  Thapsus  were  sailing,  as  they  had 
been  ordered,  into  the  great  harbor.  At  the  si^t  of  this, 
those  on  the  heights  retreated  with  all  speed,  and  the  whole 
army  of  the  Syracusans  retired  into  the  city,  thinking  that  they 
would  no  longer  be  able  with  their  present  force  to  prevent  the 
building  of  the  wall  down  to  the  sea. 

103.  After  this,  the  Athenians  erected  a  trophy,  restorii^ 
their  dead  to  the   Syracusans  under  a  truce,  and  receiving 

*  Td  deKuirXeOpw  frpoTetxiofia.]  Arnold  supposes  this  to  have  been  "a 
sort  of  redoubt,  or  covering  outwork,  raised  before  that  part  of  the  line 
on  which  the  Athenians  were  at  work,  to  protect  the  workmen,  and  to 
cover  the  stones,  timber,  cranes,  scaflfbldings,  and  other  things  used  for 
the  building."  But  the  expression  seems  more  suitable  for  a  stationary 
outwork,  than  for  one  which,  according  to  this  description,  would  be 
moved  about  as  the  building  progressed ;  and  the  last  passage  in  which 
the  building  operations  are  mentioned,  transfers  them  from  Epipolse  to 
"  the  cli^  which  formed  the  southern  extremity  of  the  high  ground  above 
the  vaUey  of  the  Anapus."  (See  ch.  101.  1,  with  Arnold's  note  on  it). 
It  would  therefore  be  better,  perhaps,  to  consider  the  outwork  in  ques- 
tion to  have  been  intended  as  an  additional  defense  for  the  central  point 
of  the  lines,  rdv  KmXoVf  in  which  Nicias  might  naturally  have  been  left, 
as  the  place  of  greatest  security.  The  engines  and  timber  which  were 
not  required  for  immediate  use,  might  have  been  kept  near  the  redoubt 
for  the  same  reason. 
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back  those  who  had  Men  with  Lamachus,  as  well  as  himseli 
And  as  they  now  had  with  them  their  whole  force,  both  naval 
and  military,  they  began  from  Epipolse  and  the  cli£&,  and  cir- 
cumvallated  the  Syracusans  down  to  the  sea  with  a  double 
wall.  Provisions  were  now  broi^ht  for  the  armament  from 
all  parts  of  Italy.  Many  of  the  Seels  too,  who  before  were 
looking  to  dee  how  things  went,  came  as  allies  to  the  Athenians; 
as  did  also  three  fiftyK)ared  galleys  from  Tyrrhenia.  And  every 
thing  else  was  prospering,  so  as  to  give  them  hope.  For  the 
Syracusans  no  longer  thought  that  they  could  escape  by  mili- 
tary measures,  since  no  assistance  had  reached  them  from  the 
Peloponnese ;  but  were  proposing  terms  of  capitulation,  both 
among  themselves  and  to  Nicias  :  for  he  aliHie  held  the  com- 
mand since  the  death  of  Lamachus.  No  decisi(m,  indeed,  was 
come  to ;  but,  as  was  natural  for  men  who  were  in  difficulties, 
and  besieged  more  closely  than  before,  many  discussions  were 
held  with  him,  and  still  more  in  the  city.  For  they  also  en- 
tertained some  suspicion  of  one  another,  in  consequence  of  their 
present  misfc^lunes,  and  deposed  the  generals  under  whose 
command  these  things  had  be&Uen  them — ^thinking  that  it  was 
either  through  their  bad  fortune,  or  treason,  that  they  were 
suffering — ^and  chose  others  in  their  stead,  namely,  Heraclides, 
Eudes,  and  Tellias. 

104.  In  the  mean  time,  Gylippus,  the  LacedaBmonian,  and 
the  ships  from  Corinth,  were  now  oS  Leucas,  wishing  to  come 
to  the  aid  of  Scily  with  all  speed.  When  therefore  tidings 
were  carried  to  them  of  an  alarming  nature,  and  all  concurring 
in  the  same  falsehood,  namely,  that  Syracuse  was  by  this  time 
entirely  circumvallated,  Gylippus  had  no  longer  any  hope  of 
Sicily ;  but  wishing  to  save  Italy,  he  himself,  and  Pythen  the 
Corinthian,  with  two  Laconian  and  two  Corinthian  ships, 
crossed  the  Ionian  Sea  as  quickly  as  possible  to  Tarentum ; 
while  the  Corinthians  having  manned,  in  addition  to  their 
own  ten,  two  Leucadian  and  three  Ambracian  vessels,  were  to 
sail  after  them.  Gylippus,  then,  having  first  gone  on  an  em- 
bassy from  Tarentum  to  Thuria,  on  the  ground  of  his  father's 
having  formerly  been  presented  with  the  franchise  there,  and 
not  being  able  to  bnng  them  over,  weighed  anchor,  and 
coasted  Hong  Italy.  Having  been  caught,  when  opposite  the 
Terinaean  gulf,  by  a  wind  which  in  this  quarter  blows  vio- 
lently and  steadily  from  the  north,  he  was  carried  out  to  sea, 
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and  after  enduring  exceedingly  foul  weather,  again  made  Ta- 
rentum,  and  there  drew  up  and  refitted  such  of  his  ships  as 
had  suffered  from  the  tempest.  Nicias,  on  hearing  of  his  ap- 
proach, despised  the  number  of  his  ships  (as  had  been  the 
feeling  of  the  Thurians  also),  and  thought  that  they  were  sail- 
ing more  like  a  piratical  armament  than  any  thing  else  ;  and 
so  at  present  he  took  no  precautions  against  him. 

105.  About  the  same  period  of  this  sunomer,  the  Lacedae- 
monians invaded  Argos,  themselves  and  their  allies,  and  rav- 
aged the  greater  part  of  the  country.  The  Atlienians  went 
to  the  assistance  of  the  Argives  with  thirty  ships ;  and  it  was 
these  that  broke  their  treaty  vrith  the  Lacedaemonians  in  a 
most  decisive  manner.  For  before  this  they  only  joined  in 
hostilities  with  the  Argives  and  Mantineans  by  plundering 
excursions  from  Pylus,  and  by  landing  on  the  other  coasts 
around  the  Peloponnese,  rather  than  on  the  Laconian ;  and 
though  the  Arrives  often  desired  them  only  to  touch  at  Laco- 
nia  with  their  heavy-armed,  and  to  withdraw  after  devastating 
it  with  them  ever  so  little,  they  would  not  do  it  But  at 
that  time,  having  landed  under  the  command  of  Pythodorus, 
Laespodias,  and  Demaratus,  at  Epidaurus  Limera,  Prasise,  and 
other  places,  they  ravaged  part  of  the  territory,  and  so  ren- 
dered the  excuse  of  the  Lacedaemonians  more  plausible  now 
for  defending  themselves  against  the  Athenians.  Aft^r  the 
Athenians  had  with  their  fleet  withdrawn  from  Argos,  and  the 
Lacedaemonians  also,  the  Argives  having  made  an  irruption 
into  the  Phliasian  territory,  ravaged  part  of  their  land,  killed 
some  of  their  men,  and  returned  home. 
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1.  Gtlippus  and  Pythen,  after  refitting  their  ships,  sailed 
along  the  coast  from  Tarentum  to  Locn  Epizephyrii.  And 
now,  on  receiving  more  correct  information,  namely,  that 
Syracuse  was  not  yet  entirely  invested,  but  that  it  was  still 
possible  for  a  party  coming  with  troops  to  enter  it  on  the  side 
of  Epipolae,  they  deliberated  whether  they  should  keep  Sicily 
on  their  right  hand,  and  so  run  the  risk  of  sailing  into  it ;  or 
whether,  keeping  it  on  the  left  hand,  they  should  first  sail  to 
Himera,  and  take  with  them  both  the  people  there,  and  any 
other  forces  that  they  might  prevail  on  to  join  them,  and  so 
proceed  by  land.  They  determined,  then,  to  sail  for  Himera, 
especially  as  the  four  Athenian  ships  had  not  yet  arrived  at 
Rhegium,  which  Nicias,  on  hearing  of  their  being  at  Locri, 
notwithstanding  his  contempt  for  them,  had  sent  out.  Hc.ving 
anticipated  therefore  this  guard-squadron,  they  crossed  over  the 
strait,  and  after  touching  at  Rhegium  and  Messana,  arrived  at 
Himera.  While  they  were  there,  they  persuaded  the  Hime- 
raeans  to  join  them  in  the  war,  and  both  themselves  to  accom- 
pany them,  and  to  ftimish  arms  for  such  of  the  seamen  from 
their  ships  as  had  none  (for  they  had  drawn  up  their  ships  on 
shore  at  Himera).  They  also  sent  and  deared  the  Selinun- 
tines  to  meet  them  at  a  certain  place  with  all  their  forces. 
That  people  promised  to  send  them  a  force  of  no  inconsiderable 
amount,  as  did  the  Geloans  also,  and  some  of  the  Sicels,  who 
were  ready  to  join  them  with  much  greater  forwardness,  both 
in  consequence  of  the  recent  death  of  Archonidas,  who,  being 
king  over  some  of  the  Sicels  in  that  part,  and  a  man  of  con- 
siderable influence,  was  a  friend  of  the  Athenians,  and  because 
Gylippus  was  thought  to  have  come  from  Lacedaemon  in  a 
spirited  manner.  Thus  Gylippus  took  with  him  those  of  his 
own  seamen  and  Epihatoe  who  were  provided  with  arms,  about 
seven  hundred  in  number,  the  Himeraean  heavy  and  light 
troops,  together  mustering  about  a  thousand^  with  a  hundred 
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horse,  some  light-armed  and  horse  of  the  Selinmitines,  a  few 
Geloans,  and  a  thousand  Sicels  in  all,  and  so  advanced  against 
Syracuse. 

2.  The  Corinthians,  meanwhile,  were  coming  to  their  as- 
sistance from  Leucas  with  their  other  ships  as  quickly  as  they 
could,  and  Gongylus,  one  of  the  Corinthian  commanders,  who 
had  put  to  sea  last  of  all  with  a  single  vessel,  arrived  first  at 
Syracuse,  though  but  a  little  before  Gylippus.  Finding  them 
on  the  point  of  holding  an  assembly  to  consult  on  bringing  the 
war  to  a  conclusi(»),  he  prevented  their  doing  so,  and  reassured 
them  by  saying  that  there  were  other  ships  still  sailing  up, 
and  Gylippus,  son  of  Cleandridas,  sent  by  the  Lacedaemonians 
in  command  of  them.  Upon  this  the  Syracusans  were  reas- 
sured, and  immediately  went  out  in  full  force  for  the  purpose 
of  meeting  Gylippus ;  for  by  this  time  they  perceived  him  ac- 
tually near  at  nand.  He,  having  taken  on  his  passage  Jetae,  a 
fortress  of  the  Sicels,  and  having  formed  his  men  for  battle, 
arrived  at  Epipolae ;  after  mounting  which,  on  the  side  by 
Euryelus,  where  the  Athenians  also  had  ascended  at  first,  he 
advanced  in  company  with  the  Syracusans  against  the  Athe- 
nian lines.  He  happened  to  have  come  at  so  critical  a  time, 
that  a  double  wall  of  seven  or  eight  stades  length  had  already 
been  completed  by  the  Athenians,  extending  to  the  great  har- 
bor, except  fcHT  a  short  distance  near  the  sea,  which  they 
were  still  building.  For  the  rest  of  their  lines,  to  Trogilus  on 
the  other  sea,  stones  had  already  been  laid  for  the  greater  part 
of  the  distance,  and  some  points  were  left  half  fiI^shed,  while 
others  were  entirely  completed.  To  such  extreme  danger  had 
Syracuse  been  reduced. 

3.  The  Athenians,  though  thrown  into  consternation  at  first 
by  the  sudden  attack  made  upon  them  by  Gylippus  and  the 
Syracusans,  quickly  drew  up  for  batde.  Gylippus  hajted  near 
them,  and  sent  on  a  herald  to  tell  them  that  if  they  chose  to 
depart  from  Sicily  within  five  days,  taking  what  belonged  to 
them,  he  was  ready  to  make  a  truce  to  that  effect.  They, 
however,  paid  no  attention  to  him,  and  sent  him  back  again 
without  giving  any  answer.  After  this,  they  made  their  prep- 
arations against  each  other.  And  Gylippus,  seeing  the  Syra- 
cusans in  disorder  and  not  eaaly  falling  into  line,  drew  off"  his 
forces  more  into  the  open  ground ;  while  Nicias  did  not  lead  the 
Athenians  against  them,  but  remained  still  near  his  own  wall. 
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When  Gylij^us  found  that  they  were  not  advancing,  he  with- 
drew his  army  to  what  is  called  the  citadel  of  Temenites,  and 
there  they  stationed  themselves  for  the  night.  The  next  day 
he  took  the  greater  part  of  his  forces,  and  drew  them  np  near 
the  walls  of  the  Athenians,  to  prevent  their  g<»ng  to  the  relief 
of  any  other  quarter,  while  he  sent  a  detachment  to  the  fort  of 
Lahdalum^  and  took  it,  and  put  to  itie  sword  all  the  men  he 
found  in  it ;  the  place  not  being  within  sight  of  the  Athenians. 
On  the  same  day,  too,  a  trireme  of  the  Athenians,  moored  off 
the  harbor,  was  taken  by  the  Syracusans. 

4.  After  this,  the  Syracusans  and  their  aUies,  commencing 
at  the  city,  began  to  build  upward  along  Epipolie  a  single 
wall  in  a  cross  direction,  that  tlie  Athenians,  if  they  could  not 
stop  their  progress,  might  no  longer  be  able  to  invest  them. 
The  Athenians  had  by  this  time  gone  up  to  the  heights,  after 
completing  their  wall  down  to  the  sea;  and  there  being  one  weak 
part  in  the  Ath^iian  wall,  Gylippus  took  his  forces  by  night 
and  made  an  attack  upon  it.  When  the  Athenians  were  aware 
of  his  approadhL  (for  they  happened  to  be  bivouacking  out- 
side), they  advanced  to  meet  him;  on  pbserving  which,  he  led 
back  the  troops  on  his  side  as  quickly  as  he  could.  The 
Athenians  having  then  raised  it  higher,  themselves  kept  guard 
at  tliis  point,  and  now  disposed  the  other  allies  along  the  rest 
of  the  works  as  they  were  severally  to  man  them.  Nicias  de- 
termined also  to  fortify  what  is  called  Plemyrium,  a  headland 
opposite  the  city,  which  runs  out  beyond  the  great  harbor, 
and  narrows  its  mouth.  If  this  were  rortified,  he  thought  that 
the  introduction  of  provisions  would  be  more  easily  effected ; 
as  they  would  carry  on  their  blockade  from  a  less  distance,  near 
the  port'  occupied  by  the  Syracusans,  and  would  not,  as  now, 
put  out  against  .them  from  the  bottom  of  the  great  harbor,  in 
case  of  their  stirring  at  all  with  their  fleet  And  he  now  paid 
more  attention  to  the  maritime  operations  of  the  war,  seeing 
that  their  affairs  by  land  were  more  hopeless  since  the  arrival 
of  Gylippus.  Having,  therefore,  crossed  over  with  a  body  of 
troops  and  his  ships,  he  completed  the  building  of  three  forts ; 
in  which  were  deposited  the  greater  part  of  the  stores ;  the 
larger  boats  and  the  fast-sailing  ships  being  now  also  moored 
there.     And  in  consequence  of  this,  it  was  chiefly  at  that  time 

'  i.  e^  the  lesser  port,  as  It  was  called,  to  distinguish  it  from  the  greater, 
h  which  the  Athenian  fleet  now  lay. 
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that  the  wasting  of  the  crews  first  began.  For  as  thej  had  but  a 
scanty  supply  of  water,  and  that  not  close  at  hand ;  and,  more- 
over, as  the  sailors  from  time  to  time  went  out  to  gather  fiie- 
wood,  they  were  cut  oflf  by  the  Syracusan  horse,  which  had  the 
command  of  the  country.  For  a  third  part  of  their  cavahy 
had  been  posted  by  the  Syracusans  in  the  small  town  in  the 
Olympieum,  with  an  eye  to  the  troops  on  Pkmyrium,  to  pre- 
vent their  marching  out  to  conmiit  ravages.  Meanwhile  Nicias 
learned  that  the  rest  of  the  Corinthian  ships  also  were  sailing 
to  the  island,  and  sent  twenty  vessels  to  watch  for  them,  with 
orders  to  be  on  the  look-out  for  them  about  Locri,  Bhegium, 
and  the  approaches  to  Sicily. 

5.  Gylippus,  on  the  other  hand,  was  at  once  building  the  wall 
across  Epipolae — ^making  use  of  the  stones  which  the  Athenians 
before  had  thrown  down  along  the  hne  for  their  own  use — ^and 
leading  out  continually  the  Syracusans  and  their  allies,  and 
drawing  them  up  before  the  works ;  while  the  Athenians  form- 
ed their  line  agamst  them.  When  Gylippus  thought  it  a  &- 
vorable  opportunity,  he  conmienced  ike  attack ;  and,  having 
closed  in  battle,  they  fought  in  the  space  between  the  works, 
where  the  cavalry  of  the  Syracusans  was  of  no  use.  When 
the  Syracusans  and  their  allies  had  been  thus  defeated,  and 
had  ti^en  up  their  dead  under  truce,  and  after  the  Athenians 
had  erected  a  trophy,  Gylippus  called  his  army  together,  and 
said,  that  "'  the  fault  was  not  theirs,  but  his  own ;  &r  he  had 
deprived  them  of  the  benefit  of.  their  cavalry  and  dart-men  by 
his  arrangements  for  the  battle,  which  he  had  made  too  far 
within  the  works :  wherefore  he  would  now  lead  th^n  a^ain 
to  the  charge.  And  he  begged  them  to  make  up  their  mmds 
to  this  view  of  the  case — ^that  they  would  not  have  the  worse, 
as  regarded  forces,  and  that  with  respect  to  resolution,  it  would 
be  intolerable  if  they  should  not  determine,  Peloponneeians  and 
Dorians  as  they  were,  to  get  the  better  of  lonians,  and  islanders, 
and  a  mixed  rabble  of  men,  and  to  drive  them  out  of  their 
country. 

6.  After  this,  when  a  favorable  opportunity  presented  it- 
self^ he  led  them  a  second  time  against  the  enemy.  Now 
Nicias  and  the  Athenians  thought,  that  even  if  the  Syracusans 
should  not  wish  to  conmience  an  engagement,  it  was  necessary 
for  themselves  not  to  permit  their  wall  to  be  carried  past  their 
own :  for  by  this  time  the  enemy's  work  had  all  but  passed  the 
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termination  of  the  Athenian  lines ;  and  if  it  went  on  any  fur- 
ther, it  was  at  once  all  the  same  to  them,  whether  they  were 
continually  fighting  and  victorious,  or  did  not  fight  at  all ;  and 
therefore  they  advanced  to  meet  the  Syracusans.  Gylippus 
led  his  heavy-armed  further  beyond  the  fortifications  of  the 
two  parties  than  before,  and  so  engaged  them,  posting  his  cav- 
alry and  dart-men  on  the  flank  of  the  Athenians,  in  the  open 
space  where  the  works  connected  with  both  walls  terminated. 
During  the  battle  the  cavalry  charged  the  left  wing  of  the 
Athenians  which  was  opposed  to  them,  and  routed  it ;  and 
in  consequence  of  this  the  rest  of  the  army  also  was  de- 
feated by  the  Syracusans,  and  driven  within  their  lines.  The 
following  night  they  had  time  to  build  up  to  the  Athenian 
works,  and  to  pass  them ;  so  that  now  they  could  no  longer  be 
stopped  by  the  enemy,  while  they  deprived  them^  even  if  no- 
tonous,  of  all  chance  of  investing  the  city  in  future. 

7.  After  this,  the  remaining  twelve  vessels  of  the  Corinth- 
ians, Ambraciots,  and  Leucadians,  having  eluded  the  observa- 
tion of  the  Athenian  guard-force,  sailed  into  harbor,  under 
the  conmiand  of  Erasinides,  a  Corinthian,  and  joined  the  Syra- 
cusans in  completing  the  remainder  of  their  works  up  to  the 
croAS  wall.*     And  now  Gylippus  went  away  into  the  rest  of 

*  ^vETEixioav  rb  TiOinov,  k.  t.  A.]  Goller  and  Bishop  Thirlwall  under- 
stand this  of  the  completion  of  the  Syracusan  counter-work,  which  they 
sup^oose  to  have  been  before  left  in  an  imperfect  state,  at  some  points 
where  the  position  was  naturally  stronger  than  at  others,  but  to  have 
been  now  carried  to  an  uniform  height  up  to  the  Athenian  wall,  here 
called  Tov  kyKapaiov  reixovCf  as  running  at  right  an^es  to  the  counter- 
work. This,  however,  appears  to  be  an  exceedingly  doubtful  interpreta- 
tion of  the  passage,  like  every  other  that  has  been  proposed.  For  the 
supposition  of  the  counter-work  having  been  left  in  an  imperfect  state  has 
nothing  whatever  to  support  it  in  our  author's  description  of  it  m  the 
preceding  chapters,  which  would  naturally,  I  think,  lead  one  to  just  the 
opposite  conclusion.  Nor  does  the  description  of  the  actual  surface  of 
Epipolas,  as  given  in  Arnold's  Memoir,  make  it  probable  that  there  would 
be,  in  the  course  of  the  wall,  any  points  of  such  natural  strength  as  to 
have  encouraged  them  to  dispense,  even  for  a  time,  with  the  ordinary 
means  of  securing  their  work ;  as  it  does  not  appear  probable  that  it 
passed  over  any  of  the  "  four  decided  slopes  of  rock,"  by  which  alone  the 
"  gradual  and  almost  imperceptiT>le  ascent"  is  broken.  And  although 
iyKdpaiov,  as  "  a  mere  relative  expression,"  migJU  be  applied  to  either  of 
the  two  works  whose  relative  position  it  describes,  it  is  surely  most  im- 
probable, that  after  using  it  as  our  author  undoubtedly,  I  think,  does  in 
every  other  passage  with  reference  to  the  work  of  the  Syracusans,  he 
should  in  this  sin^e  instance  employ  it  in  the  very  contrary  manner.   On 
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Sicily  for  forces,  intending  to  raise  them  both  for  sea  and  land 
service ;  and  at  the  same  time  to  bring  over  any  of  the  cities 
that  was  either  not  hearty  in  the  cause,  or  had  hitherto  stood 
entirely  aloof  from  the  war.  Other  embassadors  of  the  Syra- 
cusans  and  Corinthiasis  were  also  sent  to  Lacedsemon  and 
Corinth,  in  order  that  a  fresh  force  might  be  sent  over  to 
them,  in  whatever  way  might  answer  best,  whether  in  mer* 
chimtmen,  or  boats,  or  any  how  jelse :  since  the  Athenians  too 
were  sending  for  reinforcements.  Moreover,  the  Syracusans 
proceeded  to  man  and  practice  a  fleet,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  an  attempt  in  that  way  also,  and  were  in  other  re^ 
spects  much  more  full  of  confidence. 

8.  Nicias  observing  this,   and    seeing    that    the   enemy's 
strength  and  their  own  difficulties  were  every  day  increasing, 

these  grounds  I  think  that  Arnold's  hypothesis  is,  on  the  wbole^  mor? 
probable ;  viz.,  that  he  alludes  to  some  additional  work  carried  out  by 
the  whole  force  of  the  Sjracusans  from  the  city  wall,  to  join,  and  so 
strengthen,  the  counter-wall.  Or,  if  this  should  be  thought  inconsistent 
with  the  terms  in  which  the  counter-wall  is  afterward  described,  ch.  42. 
4,  the  joint  operations  here  spoken  o^  may  perhaps  refer  more  generally 
to  the  building  of  out-works,  extending  at  intervals  up  to  it ;  efipeoially 
as  three  such  npToeLx't^fiara  are  actually  mentioned  as  existing  there 
(ch.  43.  4),  though  we  are  not  expressly  told  when  they  were  raised. 
With  regard  to  the  verb  ^ereixtaav  being  used  with  reference  to  the 
nominative  ai  vrie^,  I  can  not  agree  with  Arnold  that  ^Hhis  is  not  the 
way  in  which  Thucydides  commonly  writes ;"  or  suppose,  fi»  Ms  reason 
at  least,  that  "  something  has  dropped  out  of  the  text''  The  other  con- 
clusion mentioned  by  him  seems  much  more  probable,  viz.,  "  that  the 
whole  passage  was  written  carelessly."  There  would  seem  to  be  no  ab- 
stract reason  why  actions  should  not  be  attributed  to  ships,  which  could 
only  have  been  performed  by  the  men  in  them ;  in  the  same  way  as  Uiey 
are  continually  attributed  by  our  author  to  <K)untrie8,  cities,  etc.  And 
the  following  passages,  among  others  which  might  be  quoted,  appear  to 
prove  that  "  this  is  the  way  in  which  Thucydides  writes,"  at  least  not 
unfrequently : — I.  116.  1,  ervxov  yhp  al  fihf  (i.  e.,  tov  veuv)  iirlKaptag 
ig  irpooKOir^  rdv  ^oiviaauv  veC>v  olxofievaij  al  <r  kitl  Xiov  Koi  AeaSov 
weptayryiXXovaai  ffoifdeiv.  II.  69.  1,  iripac  <J'  B^  M  Kapiac  «cil  AvKtag 
Kot  'UieT^riaavdpov  crpaTriyoVy  bnag  Tavrd  re  dpyvpoXoyC^ai  KCtt  rd  Xtfanitdv 
TQV  TleXoirovvrjmov  fi^  iumVy  k,  r.  X.  III.  33.  1,  3,  uiftdrf  ydp  {>nd  rrjg 
^aTia/icvtac  Kot  HapaXov  Itl  rrepl  KXdpov  opfUJVj — airdyyeXoi  d*  airov 
Idovaai  h  ry  KXdpt^  y  re  Uupa^.oc  koI  ij  'ZaXa/itvla  It^paoav.  Bloomfield 
most  strangely  misrepresents  the  meaning  both  of  Thucydides  and  of 
Bishop  Thirlwall,  by  giving  in  his  note,  as  the  translation  of  fiexp^  toQ 
iyKapalov  reixovc,  the  words,  "  beyond  the  interval  where  the  two  walls 
converged  toward  each  other;"  which  are  evidently  intended  by  the  hia* 
torian  thus  misquoted  to  be  explanatory  of  ^^«  rwv  reLxuv^  ch.  6.  2. 
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sent,  on  his  side  also,  to  Athens ;  having,  indeed,  on  many 
other  occasions  sent  messengers  at  the  time  of  their  several 
operations,  but  doing  so  then  especially,  because  he  thought 
that  they  'were  in  a  perilous  condition,  and  that  unless  those 
at  home  recalled  them  as  quickly  as  possible,  or  sent  out  no 
small,  reinforcement,  there  was  no  hope  of  preservation  for 
them.  Fearing,  however,  that  those  who  were  sent  by  him, 
either  through  incapacity  for  speaking,  or  through  being  defi- 
cient in  sense,'  or  from  a  wish  to  say  something  to  please  the 
multitude,  should  not  report  the  real  facts  of  the  case,  ho 
wrote  a  letter,  thinking  that  by  this  means,  more  than  any 
other,  the  Athenians  would  learn  his  own  sentiments  without 
their  being  at  all  obscured  by  the  messenger,  and  so  would 
deliberate  on  the  true  state  of  the  case.  Accordingly,  those 
whom  he  sent  departed  with  the  letter  and  all  that  they  were 
to  say ;  while  he  himself  attended  to  the  affairs  of  the  arma- 
ment, being  engaged  now  in  precautionary  measures,  rather 
than  in  perils  voluntarily  incurred. 

9.  At  the  close  of  the  same  summer,  Evetion,  an  Athenian 
general,  having  in  concert  with  Perdiccas  marched  against. 
Amphipolis  with  a  numerous  body  of  Thracians,  did  not  take 
the  city,  but  after  brining  round  some  triremes  into  the  Stry- 
mon,  blockaded  it  from  the  river,  making  his  approaches  from 
Himerseum.     And  thus  the  summer  end^. 

10.  The  following  winter,  the  messengers  of  Nicias  arrived  at 
Athens,  whete  they  stated  by  word  of  mouth  what  had  been  told 
them,  answered  whatever  further  question  any  one  asked,  and 
delivered  the  letter;  which  the  secretary  of  state  came  for- 
ward and  read  to  the  Athenians,  being  to  the  following  purport! 

11.  *^With  our  former  operations,  Athenians,  you  have 
been  made  acquainted  by  many  other  letters ;  but  at  present, 
it  is  especially  seasonable  that  you  should  deliberate  with  a 
knowledge  of  the  position  we  are  in.  When,  then,  we  had  in 
many  engagements  defeated  the  Syracusans,  against  whom  we 
were  sent,  and  had  built  the  walls  in  which  we  are  now  lying 
Gyhppus,  the  Lacedaemonian,  came  with  an  army  from  the 
Peloponnese  and  some  of  the  cities  in  Sicily.    And  though 

*  yvcj/£j7f.]  In  corroboration  of  Arnold's  argument  for  this  reading  in 
preference  to  ftvpfjeric,  compare  the  three  requisite  qualifications  of  an  ora- 
tor, mentionedll.  60. 5,6c  ovdevhg oiofiat  Ijaauv,  thai  yvuvai  re  rd  deovra 
Kac  kpfJLfivevoai  TavTa,  <}tL?MiToXlc  re  koX  xpVH-^f^^v  KpelcauVf  k.  r.  X 
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in  the  first  battle  lie  was  l)eateii  by  us,  in  the  one  fought  the 
next  day  we  were  driven  from  the  field  by  numerous  cavalry 
and  dart-men,  and  retired  within  our  walls.  At  present, 
therefore,  we  have  ceased  working  at  our  line  of  circumval- 
lation,  in  consequence  of  the  enemy's  numbers,  and  are  lying 
sti  1 ;  (for  we  should  not,  indeed,  be  able  to  avail  ourselves 
of  all  our  force,  since  the  guarding  of  our  lines  has  exhaust- 
ed a  considerable  part  of  our  heavy-armed ;)  while  they,  on 
the  other  hand,  have  carried  past  us  a  single  wall,  so  that 
it  is  no  longer  possible  to  invest  them,  unless  one  should 
assault  this  counter-work  with  a  large  force,  and  take  it. 
And  the  consequence  is,  that  we  who  are  thouffht  to  be  be- 
sieging others,  are  rather  being  besieged  ourselves,  as  far  as 
operations  by  land  are  concerned ;  for  we  can  not  even  go  out 
far  into  the  country  because  of  their  horse. 

12.  "  They  have  also  sent  embassadors  to  the  Peloponnese 
for  fresh  troops,  and  Gylippus  is  gone  to  the  cities  in  Sicily, 
to  pesuade  some  of  them  which  are  at  present  neutral  to  join 
in  the  war,  and  to  bring  from  others,  if  he  can  an  additional 
land  force,  as  well  as  naval  armament  For  they  intend,  as  I 
hear,  at  the  same  time  to  attempt  our  walls  with  their  army, 
and  to  attack  us  by  sea  with  their  fleet  And  let  none  of  you 
think  it  strange  that  I  say  hy  sea  also.  For  although  (as  the 
•enemy  also  are  aware),  our  fleet  was  at  first  in  fine  condition, 
as  regards  both  the  soundness  of  the  ships  and  the  complete- 
ness of  their  crews,  yet  now  both  the  ships  are  leaky,  from 
having  already  been  at  sea  so  long  a  time,  and  the  crews  have 
been  wasted ;  it  being  impossible  to  haul  up  and  careen  the 
vessels,  because  those  of  the  enemy,  being  more  than  equal  in 
number,  are  continually  causing  expectation  of  their  saiUng 
against  us.  For  they  are  seen  practicing,  and  it  rests  with 
them  to  make  the  attack  [when  they  please]  ;  and  they  have 
greater  facility  of  careening  their  ships,  since  they  are  not  en- 
gaged in  blockading  others. 

13.  "We  on  the  other  hand,  could  scarcely  enjoy  this  ad- 
vantage, though  with  a  great  superabundance  of  ships,  and 
thou^  we  were  not  compelled,  as  at  present,  to  keep  guard  with 
all  of  them.  For  if  we  relax  our  watching  even  in  a  slight 
deorree,  we  shall  have  no  provisions ;  since  even  now  we  &id 
difficulty  in  bringing  them  in  past  their  city.  On  this  account 
our  crews  have  been  wasted  and  are  still  wasting;  as  som9  of 
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our  seamen,  in  consequence  of  their  fetching  wood,  of  foraging, 
and  of  distant  watering,  are  cut  off  by  their  cavalry ;  while 
our  servants,  since  we  nave  been  reduced  to  an  equal  footing 
desert  from  us,  and  those  of  the  foreigners  who  went  on  board 
as  pressed  men  straightway  depart  to  the  several  cities ;  while 
those,  again,  who  were  at  first  elated  by  the  high  pay,  and 
supposed  that  they  were  going  to  make  money,  rather  tnan  to 
fight,  since  they  have  unexpectedly  seen  both  the  fleet  and 
every  thing  else  on  the  side  of  the  enemy  offering  resistance 
to  us,  either  leave  us  on  finding  some  excuse  for  going  over 
to  the  enemy,  or  in  whatever  way  they  severally  can  (and 
Sicily  is  a  large  coimtry)  ;'  while  in  some  instances,  by  engaging 
in  traffic  themselves,  after  persuading  the  captains  to  take 
Hyccarian  slaves  on  board  in  their  stead,  they  nave  destroyed 
the  perfection  of  our  navy. 

14.  "  For  you,  to  whom  I  am  writing  know  that  the  flower 
of  a  crew  is  limited  in  number,'  and  that  there  are  but  few  sea- 
men who  will  get  a  ship  under  weigh,  or  keep  the  rowing  in 
time.  But  the  most  distressing  of  all  these  things  is,  that  I, 
their  general,  have  no  power  to  put  a  stop  to  these  abuses 
(for  your  tempers  are  difficult  to  command),  and  that  we  have 
no  means  of  recruiting  our  ships'  crews  (which  the  enemy  can 
do  from  many  quarters),  but  both  what  is  kept,  and  what  is 
expended,  must  be  taken  from  what  we  brought  with  us.  For 
the  cities  which  are  at  present  in  alliance  with  us,  namely, 
Naxos  and  Catana,  are  powerless.  K,  indeed^  one  additional 
advantage  be  still  gained  by  the  enemy,  I  mean,  that  the 
places  in  Italy  which  supply  us  with  food,  seeing  the  con- 
dition we  are  in,  and  in  case  of  your  not  reinforcing  us,  go 
over  to  the  enemy,  the  war  will  be  brought  to  a  conclusion  by 
them  without  a  sin^e  battle,  through  our  being  starved  out.'  I 
might,  it  is  true,  have  had  more  agreeable  things  than  these  to 
write  to  you,  but  none  more  usefiil,  if  it  is  necessary  for  you 

^  And,  therefore,  as  he  implies,  "there  were  so  many  points  of  refuge 
open  to  them  that  their  escape  was  easily  efifected."    See  Arnold's  note. 

'  oTL  (ipaxeia  uKfiii  irTiTipufiaroc.]  Or,  as  others  take  it,  "tha  the  bloom 
of  a  crew  is  but  of  brief  duration."  But  that  statement  has  been  al- 
ready made  in  the  preceding  chapter,  sec.  3 ;  and  the  words  which  fol- 
low are  evidently  intended  to  explain  this  expresaon. 

*  iKwoXtopKijdivnjv.]  Literally,  "compelled  to  surrender;"  but  the 
correctness  of  Arnold's  version,  which  I  have  adopted,  seems  proved  by 
the  passage  quoted  by  him  from  I.  134.  2,  i^eiroXiopKTjcav  Tufiiii, 
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to  deliberate  with  a  clear  knowledge  of  affairs  Jiore.  And  be- 
sides, knowing  as  I  do  your  temper,  that  you  wish,  indeed,  to 
receive  the  most  pleasing  statement,  but  find  fault  afterward, 
should  any  thing  in  consequence  of  them  turn  out  different 
to  what  you  expected,  I  thought  it  safer  to  lay  the  truth  be- 
fore you. 

15.  "And  now  be  assured  of  this,  that  for  the  business  on 
which  we  first  came  here,  neither  your  troops  nor  your  gen- 
erals have  become  inadequate  :  but  since  the  whole  of  Sicity  is 
being  united  together,  and  a  fresh  force  is  expected  by  them 
from  the  Peloponnese,  you  must  now  deliberate  with  a  convic- 
tion that  your  troops  are  not  a  match  even  for  their  present 
enemies,  but  that  you  must  either  recall  these,  or  send  in  ad- 
dition to  them  another  armament  not  less  numerous,  both  mili- 
tary and  naval,  and  no  small  sum  of  money,  as  well  as  some 
one  to  succeed  me,  since  I  am  unable  to  remain  at  my  post  in 
consequence  of  a  nephritic  disease.  And  I  think  that  I  may 
claim  some  consideration  at  your  hands;  for  when  I  was  in 
health,  I  did  you  much  service  during  the  periods  of  my  com- 
mand. But  whatever  you  mean  to  do,  do  it  at  the  very  com- 
mencement of  spring,  and  without  any  delay ;  since  the  enemy 
will  in  a  short  time  provide  themselves  with  the  succors  from 
Sicily,  and  though  not  so  quickly  with  those  from  the  Pelo- 
ponnese, yet  if  you  do  not  pay  attention  to  them,  in  some  re- 
spects they  will  elude  your  observation,  as  before,  and  in  others 
will  anticipate  you." 

16.  Such  was  the  purport  of  Nicias's  letter.  The  Athenians, 
after  hearing  it,  did  not  allow  him  to  resign  his  command,  but 
till  the  arrival  of  others  who  were  elect^  as  his  colleagues, 
they  joined  with  him  two  of  those  who  were  there  on  the  spot, 
Menander  and  Euthydemus,  that  he  might  not  in  his  illness 
bear  the  labor  alone ;  while  at  the  same  time  they  voted  to 
send  fresh  forces,  both  naval  and  military,  composed  of  Athen- 
ians on  the  muster-roll,  and  of  their  allies.  They  also  elected 
as  his  colleagues,  Demosthenes  son  of  Alcisthenes,  and  Eury^ 
medon  son  of  Thucles ;  the  latter  of  whom  they  dispatched 
to  Sicily  immediately,  about  the  winter  solstice,  with  ten 
ships,  a  hundred  and  twenty  talents  of  silver,  and  orders  to 
tell  the  troops  there  that  succors  would  come  to  them,  and 
that  attention  would  be  paid  to  their  interests. 

17.  Demosthenes,  in  me  mean  time,  staid  behind,  and  mad^ 
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preparations  for  the  expedition,  intending  to  start  as  soon 
as  it  was  spring ;  while  he  sent  the  allies  word  to  levy  troops, 
and  got  ready  at  home  money,  ships,  and  heavy-armed.  The 
Ath^oians  also  sent  twenty  ships  to  cruise  round  the  Pelo- 
ponnese,  and  to  keep  guard  that  none  might  cross  over  &om 
Corinth  and  the  Peloponnese  to  Sicily.  For  the  Corinthians, 
afiter  the  embassadors  came  to  them^  and  brought  a  more  fa- 
vorable rq>ort  of  affairs  in  Sicily,  thinking  that  they  had  not 
been  unseasonable  in  sending  their  former  squadron,  wero 
now  jsmch.  more  enoouraged,  and  prepared,  on  their  part,  to 
dispatch  heavy-armed  troops  for  Sicily  in  vessels  of  burdeut 
as  the  Lacedaemonians  did  likewise  from  the  rest  of  the  Pelc 
ponnese.  The  Corinthians  manned  also  five  and  twenty  tri- 
remes, to  try  the  result  of  a  battle  with  the  squadron  keeping 
watch  at  Naupactus,  and  that  the  Athenians  there  might  l^ 
less  able  to  {H*event  their  transports  from  putting  out,  laving 
to  keep  an  eye  upon  the  Corin^an  line  of  triremes  drawn  up 
against  them. 

18.  The  Laceds&monians  prepared,  too,  for  the  invasion  of 
Attica,  both  in  accordace  with  their  own  previous  resolution, 
^d  at  the  instigation  of  the  Syracusans  and  Corinthians, 
since  they  had  heard  of  the  reinforcements  about  to  be  sent 
from  Athens  to  Sicily ;  that  they  might  be  stoj^)ed  by  an  in- 
cursion being  made  into  the  country.  Alcibiades  also  kept 
urgently  advising  them  to  fortify  Decelea,  and  not  to  let  the 
war  rest.  But  most  of  all  had  they  gained  confidence,  be- 
cause they  thought  that  the  Ath^ans,  being  engaged  in  a 
twofold  war  with  both  themselves  and  the  SiceHots,  would 
be  more  easily  subdued;  and  also  because  they  considered 
them  to  have  first  broken  the  truce.  For  in  the  former  course 
of  hostilities  they  thought  the  guilt  lay  more  on  their  own 
side,  both  because  the  Thebans  had  entered  Platsea  during  a 
time  of  truce ;  and  because,  when  it  had  been  specified  in 
the  former  treaty,  that  none  should  take  up  arms  against 
others,  if  they  were  willing  to  submit  to  a  judicial  decision, 
they  themselves  had  not  listened  to  the  Athenians  when  ap- 
pealing to  such  a  decision.  On  which  account  they  considered 
that  ^ey  were  justly  unsuccessful,  and  made  both  their  mis- 
fortune at  Pylus,  and  whatever  other  might  have  befallen 
them,  a  subject  of  serious  reflection.*     But  when  the  Athenians 

*  Or,  "of  religious  scruple,"  as  in  some  other  ] 
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Iiad  set  out  from  Argos  with  those  thirty  ships,  and  ravaged  a 
part  of  EpidaumSy'Prasiie,  and  some  other  places,  at  the  same 
time  that  they  were  also  spreading  devastation  from  Pylus;* 
and  when  they  refused  to  intrust  the  matter  to  arbitration, 
though  the  Lacedaemonians  as  ofien  as  differences  had  arisen 
concerning  any  of  the  debatable  points  in  the  treaty,  appealed  to 
a  judicial  decieoon ;  then,  indeed,  the  Laoedsemonians  thought 
that  the  violation  of  the  law,  which  in  the  former  instance  had 
been  conunitted  by  themselves,  had  now,  again,  come  in  the 
same  way  to  attach  to  the  Athenians,  and  they  were,  therefore, 
eager  for  hostilities.  Accordingly,  during  this  winter  they 
sent  round  to  their  allies  orders  for  iron,  and  were  getting  all 
the  tools  ready  for  building  their  fort  At  the  same  time  they 
were  themselves  raising  supplies,  and  compelling  the  rest  of 
the  Peloponnesians  to  do  so,  with  a  view  to  dispatching  in  the 
merchantmen  succors  to  those  in  Sicily.  And  so  the  winter 
ended,  sod  the  eighteenth  year  of  this  war,  of  which  Hiucjrdides 
wrote  the  history. 

19.  The  following  spring,  at  its  very  commencement,  the 
LacedsBmonians  and  their  allies  made  a  very  early  incursion 
into  Attica,  under  the  command  of  Agis  son  of  Archidamus. 
king  of  the  Liacedsemonians.  In  the  first  place,  then,  they  rav- 
aged the  parts  of  the  country  about  the  plain,  and  then  pro- 
ceeded to  fortify  Decelea,  dividing  the  work  among  the  con- 
tingents of  the  different  states,  "nie  place  is  <Ustant  from  the 
city  of  Athens  about  a  hundred  and  twenty  stades,  and  about 
the  same,  or  not  much  more,  from  Bceotia.  Now  the  fortress 
was  raised  for  the  annoyance  of  the  plain  and  the  richest  parts 
of  the  country,  being  visible  as  far  as  Athens.  Thus,  then, 
the  Pel(»)onne6ian8  in  Attica,  and  their  allies,  were  ^igaged 
with  their  building.  Those  in  the  Peloponnese,  about  the 
same  time,  were  sending  off  their  heavy-armed  troops  to 
Sicily  in  the  merchantmen,  the  Lacedaemonians  having  pick- 
ed for  the  purpose  the  best  of  the  Helots  and  Neodamodes, 

'  iXyarevovTo.]  Or,  as  Arnold  renders  it,  ''they,  the  Lacedsemoniana, 
were  continually  being  plundered ;"  referring  to  V.  14. 2,  XTjaTevofievtjc  r^c 
X<^pac  ^«  T^f  Tlv?.ov.  Poppo  prefers  the  active  sense,  and  is  inclined  to 
admit  iX^arevov,  as  Becker  has  done  on  the  authority  of  one  MS.,  the 
middle  form  not  being  used  elsewhere.  As  both  the  preceding  and  fol- 
lowing verbs  refer  to  the  Athenians,  the  change  of  subject  is  certainly 
very  harsh,  if  i^rfarevovTo  be  referred  to  the  Lacedaemonians ;  even  more 
80,  I  think,  than  in  that  remarkable  instance  which  occurs  II.  3.  3- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


XX.,  XXI.]  THUCYDIDB8.  Vlt  461 

amoimtlDg  both  together  to  seven  hundred,  with  Eccritus,  a 
Spartan,  in  command  of  them,  and  the  Boeotians,  three  hun- 
dred heavy-armed,  under  the  command  of  Xeno  and  Nico,  The- 
bans,  and  Hegesander,  a  Thespian.  These  started  among 
the  first  from  Tsenarus,  in  Laconia,  and  put  out  into  the  open 
sea.  Not  long  after  them,  the  Connthians  di^>atcbed  five  hun- 
dred heavy-armed,  some  from  Corinth  itself  and  some  hired 
from  Arcadia  besides,  having  appointed  Alexander  a  Cor- 
inthian to  the  conmiand  of  them.  The  Sicyonians  also  sent 
ofi^  at  the  same  time  with  the  Corinthians,  two  hundred  heavy- 
armed  under  the  command  of  Sargeus,  a  Sicyonian.  In  the 
mean  time  the  five  and  twenty  ships  of  the  Corinthians,  which 
had  been  manned  in  the  winter,  were  stationed  in  opposition 
to  the  twenty  Athenian  vessels  at  Naupactus,  till  they  had  got 
these  heavy-armed  on  board  the  merchantmen  out  to  sea :  for 
which  purpose,  indeed,  they  had  been  originally  manned,  that 
the  Athenians  might  not  attend  to  the  merchantmen  so  much 
as  to  the  triremes. 

20.  Meanwhile  the  Athenians,  at  the  time  of  the  fortifica- 
iioa  of  Decelea,  and  at  the  very,  commencement  of  the  spring, 
sent  thirty  ships  to  cruise  round  the  Peloponnese,  under  the 
command  of  Charicles  son  of  Apollodorus,  who  was  ordered 
to  go  to  Argos  also,  and  call  for  a  contingent  of  their  heavy- 
armed  to  go  on  board,  according  to  the  terms  of  their  alliance. 
Demosthenes,  too,  they  dispatched  to  Sicily,  as  they  had  in- 
tended, with  sixty  Athenian  ships,  and  five  Chian,  twelve  hun- 
dred Athenian  heavy-armed  from  the  muster-roll,  and  as  many 
islanders  as  they  could  possibly  raise  from  the  several  places ; 
while  they  also  supplied  themselves  from  the  other  subject  allies 
with  whatever  they  could  get  in  any  quarter  that  would  be  of 
service  for  the  war.  Moreover,  he  was  instructed,  as  he  sailed 
round,  to  join  Charicles  first  in  his  military  measures  on  the 
coast  of  Laconia.  So  Demosthenes,  after  sailing  to  JB^na, 
waited  for  any  part  of  the  armament  that  might  have  been 
left  behind,  as  well  as  for  Charicles  to  fetch  the  Argive  troops. 

21.  In  Sicily,  about  the  same  period  of  this  spring,  Gylip- 
pus  came  to  Syracuse,  bringing  from  the  cities  wnich  he  had 
persuaded  to  join  him  as  large  a  number  of  troops  as  he  re- 
spectively cordd.  And  now,  having  called  the  Syracusans  to- 
gether, ho  said  that  they  ought  to  man  as  many  ships  as  pos- 
sible,  and  try   the    oxperiment    of  a  sea-fight;  for  that  he 
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hoped  to  produce  thereby  a  result  worth  the  risk,  toward  the 
issue  of  the  war.  Hermocrates,  too,  most  earnestly  joined 
him  in  trying  to  persuade  them,  in  order  that  they  might  not 
want  courage  for  attacking  the  Athenians  by  sea ;  observing, 
"that  that  people  had  no  more  than  themselves  enjoyed  an 
hereditary  and  perpetual  experience  at  sea,  but  had  become  a 
naval  power  after  being,  even  more  than  the  Syracusans,  an 
inland  one ;  and  only  because  they  were  compelled  to  do  so  by 
the  Medes.  And  to  men  of  a  daring  character  like  the  Athe- 
nians, those  who  were  daring  in  opposition  to  them  would  ap- 
pear most  formidable :  for  the  terror  with  which  that  people 
paralyzed  their  enemies,  not,  in  some  cases,  by  being  superior 
to  them  in  power,  but  by  attacking  them  with  confidence, 
they^^  too,  would  in  the  same  way  st&e  into  their  opponents. 
And  he  was  well  assured,  he  said,  that  the  Syracusans,  by  un- 
expectedly daring  to  oflfer  resistance  to  the  navy  of  the  Athe- 
nians, woidd  in  a  greater  degree  gain  advantage  from  the 
surprise  of  the  enemy  on  that  account,  than  the  Athenians  by 
their  skill  would  harm  the  unskillful  Syracusans.  Ho  urged 
them  therefore  to  proceed  to  the  trial  with  their  fleot,  and  not 
to  shrink  from  it."  Accordingly  the  Syracusans,  at  the  per- 
suasion of  Gylippus,  Hermocrates,  and  whoever  else  joined 
ihem,  resolved  on  the  sea-fight,  and  proceeded  to  man  their  ships. 
22.  When  Gylippus  had  prepared  the  fleet  for  action,  he 
took  the  whole  army  under  cover  of  the  night,  and  himself  in- 
tended to  assault  by  land  the  forts  on  Plemyrium,  while  at  the 
same  time,  according  to  agreement,  thirty-five  of  the  Syrr.- 
cusan  triremes  sailed  to  the  attack  from  the  great  harbor, 
and  forty-five  sailed  round  from  the  lesser,  where  their  arse- 
nal was  situated;  wishing  to  effect  a  junction  with  those 
within,  and  at  the  same  time  to  sail  against  Plemyrium,  in 
order  that  the  enemy  might  be  disconcerted  by  an  attack  on 
both  sides.  The  Athenians,  on  the  other  hand,  having  with 
all  speed  manned  sixty  ships  to  oppose  them,  with  five  and 
twenty  of  them  engaged  the  five  and  thirty  of  the  Sjrracusans 
that  were  in  the  great  harbor,  and  with  the  remainder  went 
to  meet  those  that  were  sailing  round  from  the  arsenal.  Thus 
they  immediately  entered  into  action  before  the  mouth  of  the 

I  KoX  (T^c.  /«.  T.  X]  Or,  **  they"  (i.  «.,  the  Atherdans)  "  would  them- 
selves also  be  subject  to  before  their  enemies;"  supposing,  as  Pobree 
does,  that  (r^df  is  here  equivalent  to  uvtoH^  iKelvovf, 
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great  harbor,  and  for  a  long  time  resisted  each  other,  the  one 
side  wishing  to  force  an  entrance,  the  other  being  anxious  to 
prevent  them. 

23.  In  the  mean  time  Gylippus,  when  the  Athenians  in 
Plemjnimn  had  gone  down  to  the  sea,  and  were  paying  atten- 
tion to  the  naval  engagement,  surprised  them  by  suddenly  at 
daybreak  assaulting  the  forts,  of  which  he  tooK  the  largest 
first,  and  then  the  other  two;  their  garrisons  not  having 
awaited  his  attack,  when  they  saw  the  largest  easily  carried. 
From  the  first  that  was  taken  the  men  esci^d  with  difficulty 
to  their  camp,  as  many  of  them  as  took  refuge  in  their  boats 
and  merchantmen ;  for  as  the  Syracusans  were  getting  the 
better  in  the  engag^nent  with  their  ships  in  the  ^at  har- 
bor, the  fugitives  were  chased  by  one  trireme,  and  mat  a  fast 
sailer ;  but  when  the  other  two  forts  were  taken,  at  that  time 
the  Syracusans,  in  their  turn,  were  now  being  beaten,  and  so 
those  who  were  flying  out  of  the  forts  sailed  along  shore  with 
greater  ease.  For  the  Syracusan  ships  that  were  fighting  be- 
fore the  mouth  of  the  harbor,  having  forced  their  way 
through  those  of  the  Athenians,  sailed  in  without  any  order, 
and  being  entangled  with  one  another,  transferred  the  victoiy 
to  the  A^enians ;  who  routed  both  these,  and  those  by  which 
they  were  at  first  being  defeated  in  the  harbor.  They  also 
sank  eleven  of  the  Syracusan  ships,  killing  most  of  the  men 
on  board  of  them,  excepting  those  whom  they  took  prisoners 
from  three  vessels ;  while  on  their  own  side  three  ships  were 
lost.  After  hauling  up  the  wrecks  of  the  S3n'acusans,  and 
erecting  a  trophy  on  the  small  island  in  front  of  Plemyrium, 
they  withdrew  to  their  own  encampment 

24.  But  although  the  Syracusans  had  thus  fared  with  re- 
gard to  the  sea-fi^t,  they  were  still  in  possession  of  the  three 
forts  on  Plemyrium,  and  erected  three  trophies  for  them  One 
of  the  two  forts  last  taken  they  razed,  but  the  other  two  they 
repaired,  and  held  with  garrisons.  In  the  capture  of  the  forts 
many  men  were  killed,  and  many  made  prisoners,  and  a  large 
amount  of  property  in  all  was  taken :  for  inasmuch  as  the 
Athenians  used  them  as  a  magazine,  there  was  in  them  much 
property  and  com  belonging  to  merchants,  and  much  also  be- 
longing to  trierarchs,  since  .there  were  taken  in  them,  besides 
other  things,  masts  for  forty  triremes,  with  the  rest  of  their 
equipments,  and  also  three  triremes  which  had  been  drawn  up 
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on  shore.  Indeed,  what  most  and  principally  ruined  the  anny 
of  the  Athenians  was  the  taking  of  Plemyrium;  since  ever 
the  entrance  into  the  harbor  was  no  longer  secure  foi  carry- 
ing in  provisions:  ^for  the  Syracusans,  blockading  them  at 
that  point  with  their  vessels,  prevented  it,  and  their  getting 
them  in  was  now  always  eflfected  by  battle)  ;  and  in  ower  re- 
spects it  struck  consternation  and  dianay  into  their  forces- 

25.  After  this,  the  Syracusans  sent  out  twelve  ships,  with 
Agatharchus,  a  Syracusan,  on  board  of  them  as  commandei. 
One  of  these  went  to  the  Peloponnesee,  carrying  embassadors, 
both  to  tell  of  their  own  afG^iirs,  "•  of  the  hopes  they  were  full 
oi^  and  to  excite  them  to  the  still  more  vigorous  prosecution 
of  the  war  in  those  parts.  The  other  eleven  ships  sailed  to 
Italy,  hearing  that  some  vessels  laden  with  treasure  were  on 
their  way  to  the  Athenians.  Having  fellen  in  with  these  vefr- 
sels,  they  destroyed  most  of  their  contents,  and  burned  a  quan- 
tity of  timber  in  the  Caulonian  territory,  which  had  been  got 
ready  for  the  Athenians.  After  this  they  came  to  Locri,  and 
while  lying  at  anchor  there,  one  of  the  merchantmen  fi^m  the 
Peloponnese  put  in  to  shore,  carrying  a  heavy-armed  band  of 
Thespians.  Having  taken  these  on  board  their  ships,  the  Sy- 
racusans coasted  on  homeward.  The  Athenians,  with  their 
twenty  vessels  at  Megara,  being  on  the  look-out  for  them, 
took  one  ship  with  its  crew ;  the  rest  they  could  not  overtake, 
but  they  escaped  from  them  to  Syracuse.  There  was  also 
some  slarmishing  in  the  harbor  about  the  piles  which  the 
Syracusans  had  driven  in  the  sea  in  front  of  the  old  docks,  in 
order  that  their  ships  might  lie  at  anchor  within  them,  and 
the  Athenians  might  not  sail  against  them,  and  injure  them  by 
their  charge.  For  the  Athenians  having  brought  up  to  them 
a  ship  of  ten  thousand  talents  burden,  carrying  wooden  towers 
and  screens,  from  their  boats  fastened  ropes  round  the  piles, 
and  raised  them  with  windlasses,  and  tore  them  up,  or,  diving 
down,  sawed  them  in  two.  The  Syracusans  plied  their  misr 
siles  on  them  from  the  docks,  and  the  men  on  the  ship  of  bur- 
den discharged  theirs,  in  return;  and  at  last  the  Athenians 
removed  the  greater  part  of  the  piles.  But  the  most  dang^x>us 
part  of  the  stockade  was  that  out  of  sight :  for  there  were  some 
of  the  piles  which  they  drove  that  did  not  rise  above  the  sur- 
face of  the  sea,  so  that  it  was  dangerous  to  approach,  lest  any 
one,  through  not  seeing  them  beforehand,  might  strike  bis  ship 
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on  them,  as  on  a  sunken  rock.  But  even  in  the  case  of  these, 
divers  went  down  and  sawed  them  off  for  a  reward ;  but  the 
Syracusans  made,  notwithstanding,  a  fresh  stockade.  Many 
other  also  were  the  contrivances  which  they  employed  against 
one  another,  as  was  natural  with  the  armaments  lying  near,  and 
opposed  to,  each  other ;  and  they  were  engaged  in  skirmishes, 
and  attempts  of  every  kind.  The  Syracusans  also  sent  to  the 
cities  embassies  composed  of  Corinthians,  Ambraciots,  and 
Lacedaemonians,  with  tidings  of  the  capture  of  Plemyrium, 
and  to  state,  with  regard  to  the  sea-fight,  that  it  was  not  so 
much  by  the  power  of  the  enemy  as  by  their  own  confusion 
that  they  had  been  beaten ;  while,  in  other  respects,  they  were 
to  inform  them  that  they  were  in  good  hope,  and  to  caU  upon 
them  to  come  to  their  aid,  both  with  ships  and  troops,  as  th« 
Athenians  also  were  expected  with  a  fresh  force,  and  if  they 
could  but  destroy  their  present  armament  before  it  came,  there 
would  be  an  end  to  the  war.  The  parties  in  Sicily,  then,  were 
thus  engaged. 

26.  Demosthenes,  on  the  other  hand,  when  the  armam^it 
had  been  collected  by  him  with  which  he  was  to  sail  to  Sicily 
to  the  aid  of  the  force  there,  having  put  to  sea  from  -^Egina 
and  sailed  to  the  Peloponnese,  joined  Charicles  and  the  thirty 
ships  of  the  Athenians.  After  receiving  the  heavy-armed 
troops  of  the  Argives  on  board  their  ships,  they  sailed  to  La- 
conia,  and  in  the  first  place  ravaged  a  part  of  Epidaurus 
Limera.  Then,  landing  on  the  coast  of  Laconia,  opposite 
Cythera,  where  stands  the  Temple  of  Apollo,  they  fortified  a 
certain  place  in  the  form  of  an  isthmus,  in  order  that  the 
Lacedaemonian  Helots  might  desert  to  them  there,  and  at  the 
same  time  foraging  parties  might  make  incursions  from  it,  as 
from  Pylus.  And  now,  immediately  after  assisting  to  occupy 
this  spot,  Demosthenes  sailed  on  for  Corcyra,  that  he  might 
take  up  some  of  the  allies  there  also,  and  proceed  as  ouickly  as 
possible  on  his  voyage  to  Sicily.  Charicles,  on  the  other  hand, 
waited  until  he  had  entirely  fortified  the  place ;  when,  having 
left  a  garrison  there,  he,  too,  afterward  returned  home  with  his 
thirty  ships,  and  the  Argives  at  the  same  time. 

27.  There  came  also  to  Athens  this  same  summer,  to  seiTe 
as  targeteers,  a  body  of  Thracians  who  carry  swords,  of  the 
tribe  of  the  Dii,  thirteen  hundred  in  number,  who  were  to 
have  sailed  to  Sicily  with  Demosthenes ;  but  as  they  had  come 

20* 
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too  late,  the  Athenians  determined  to  send  them  back  again  to 
Itrace,  the  country  they  had  come  from,  as  it  seemed  too  ex- 
pensive to  keep  them  for  the  war  carried  on  from  Decelea, 
since  each  of  them  received  a  drachma  a  day.  For  since  De- 
celea had  been  first  fortified  by  the  whole  Peloponnesian  army 
during  this  summer,  and  afterward  was  occupied  for  the  an- 
noyance of  the  country  by  garrisons  coming  from  the  states  at 
successive  periods,  it  greatly  injured  the  Athenians,  and  was 
among  the  principal  mings  that  ruined  their  interests,  both 
by  the  destruction  of  property  and  the  loss  of  men.  For  pre- 
viously the  invasions  were  but  of  brief  duration,  and  did  not 
prevent  their  enjoying  their  territory  at  other  times ;  but  then, 
when  the  enemy  were  continually  stationed  there  for  their  an- 
noyance, and  sometimes  attacked  them  with  a  more  numerous 
force,  while  at  other  times  the  regular  garrison  of  necessity* 
made  incursions  on  the  land,  and  forayed  it,  Agis,  the  La- 
cedaemonian king,  being  also  present  (who  made  no  by-work 
of  the  war),  the  Athenians  suffered  severely  in  consequence ; 
for  they  were  deprived  of  thdr  whole  country,  and  more  than 
twenty  thousand  slaves  had  deserted,  a  great  part  of  them  being 
artisans ;  and  all  their  sheep  and  beasts  of  burden  were  lost. 
Their  horses  also,  as  the  cavalry  were  daily  on  the  move,  mak- 
ing excursions  to  Decelea  and  keeping  guard  in  the  country, 
were  either  lamed  by  being  worked  on  rocky  ground,  and  that 
continually,  or  were  disabled  by  wounds. 

28.  The  conveyance  also  of  provisions  from  Euboea,  which 
was  before  effected  more  quickly  by  land  from  Oropus,  through 
Decelea,  was  now  carried  on  with  great  expense  by  sea,  round 
Sunium.  Indeed  the  city  required  every  thing  alike  to  be 
imported ;  and  instead  of  being  a  city,  it  was  reduced  to  a 
garrison.  For  the  Athenians  were  harassed  by  keeping  guard 
on  the  fortifications,  in  succession  by  day,  and  all  of  them 
(excepting  the  cavalry)  by  night — some  being  on  duty  where 
the  arms  were  piled,  and  others  on  the  walls — ^both  sum- 
mer and  winter  alike.  But  what  pressed  hardest  on  them 
was,  that  they  were  engaged  in  two  wars  at  once,  and 
had  arrived  at  such  a  pitch  of  obstinate  animosity  as  no  one 
would  have  beheved  if  he  had  heard  it  before  it  actually 
occurred.  For  that  even  when  besieged  by  the  Pelopon- 
nesians  from  the  fortress  in  their  country,  they  should  not 
»  i^  dvayKijCy"]  i.  c,  for  their  own  support. 
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even  then  have  withdrawn  from  Sioilj,  but  ha^e  proceeded,  in 
their  turn,  to  besiege  S3rraouse  in  the  same  manner,  a  city  not 
less  than  Athens,  considered  by  itself;  and  that  they  should 
have  exhibited  to  the  Greeks  so  unexpected  a  display  of  power 
and  daring,  that  whereas,  in  the  beginning  of  the  war,  some 
of  them  tlK>ught  they  might  hold  out  one  year,  some  two,  some 
even  three,  but  no  one  longer,  if  the  Peloponnesians  should  in- 
vade their  country,  they  noWy  in  the  seventeenth  year  after  the 
first  invasion,  went  to  Sicily,  when  distressed  by  hostilities  in 
every  way,  and  entered  upon  another  war  besides,  not  less  im- 
portant than  that  which  they  already  had  with  the  Peloponnese,* 
[who,  I  say,  would  have  believed  this  bef<M:e  it  actually  took 
place  ?]  It  was  owing  to  these  things,  then,  to  the  great  injury 
which  Decelea  infiict^  on  them,  and  the  other  great  expenses 
which  befell  them,  that  they  were  reduced  to  straits  for  want 
of  money;  and  it  was  at  this  time  that  they  imposed  on 
their  subjects  the  tax  of  the  twentieth'  on  all  sea-borne  com- 
modities, instead  of  the  tribute,  thinking  that  thus  a  larger 
amount  of  money  would  be  raised  by  them.  For  their  ex- 
penses were  not  on  the  same  scale  as  before,  but  much  greater, 
inasmuch  as  the  war  also  was  greater,  while  their  revenues  were 
being  destroyed. 

29.  These  Thracians,  then,  who  came  too  late  for  Demos- 
thenes, as  they  did  not,  in  consequence  of  their  present  want 
of  money,  wish  to  incur  expense,  they  immediately  sent  back, 
having  conmiissioned  Diitrephes  to  convey  them,  and  in- 
structed him  at  the  same  time  to  inflict  by  their  means  what- 
ever harm  he  could  on  the  enemy  during  the  voyage  along 
shore  (for.  they  were  to  pass  through  the  Euripus).  Accord- 
ingly he  landed  them  at  Tanagra,  and  carried  off  some  plunder 
in  a  hurried  manner ;  and  then  in  the  evening  sailed  across 
the  Euripus  from  Chalcis  in  Enboea,  and  landing  them  in 
Boeotia,  led  them  against  Mycalessus.  During  the  night  ho 
bivouacked  unobserved  near  the  Temple  of  Mercury,  distant 
from  Mycalessus  about  sixteen  stades,  and  at  daybreak  as- 
saulted the  town,  which  was  not  a  large  one,  and  took  it ; 
having  fallen  on  the  inhabitants  while  off  their  guard,  and  not 

1  Owing  to  the  length  of  the  sentence  in  the  original,  the  apodosis  was 
forgotten.    See  Am  old's  note. 

2  T7)v  eUoarvv.]  "  An  ad  valorem  duty  of  five  per  cent,  on  all  com- 
modities carried  by  sea  to  or  from  any  port  in  the  Athenian  dominion." 
—Arnold, 
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expecting  that  any  one  would  ever  mareh  up  the  countiy  so 
far  from  the  sea  to  attack  them ;  their  wall,  too,  being  weak, 
and  in  some  parts  even  fallen  down,  while  in  other  parts  it 
was  built  but  low ;  and  the  gates,  moreover,  being  open  through 
their  feeling  of  security.  The  Thraciaiis,  then,  havii^  burst 
into  Mycalessus,  plund^:ed  both  private  houses  and  temples, 
and  butchered  the  inhabitants,  sparing  neither  old  age  nor 
youth,  but  killing  one  after  another  ^  they  met  with,  both 
children  and  women,  nay,  further,  even  cattle  and  beasts  of 
burden,  and  whatever  other  living  things  they  saw.  For  the 
Thracian  race,  like  the  most  blo<^-thirsty  <^  the  barbarians,  is 
moat  so  when  secure  from  resistance.  And  thus  on  that  occa- 
sion there  was  no  little  confusion  in  other  respects,  and  every 
form  of  butcheiT  was  exhibited.  And  in  particular,  they  at- 
tacked a  boys'  school,  the  largest  that  was  in  the  place  (which  the 
children  had  just  entered),  and  out  them  all  to  pieces.  And  this 
disaster,  which  fell  on  the  whde  town,  was  infenor  to  none  in  ex- 
tent, while  it  was  more  unexpected  and  shocking  than  any  other. 
30.  Wh^i  the  Thebans  were  aware  of  it,  mey  marched  to 
the  rescue,  and  having  overtaken  the  Thraeians  when  they 
had  not  at  present  advanced  any  great  distance,  they  both  re- 
covered their  plundered  property,  and  having  struck  them 
with  panic  pursued  them  down  to  the  sea,  where  thdr  boats 
which  conveyed  them  were  lying  at  anchor.  And  they  slew 
the  greatest  part  of  them  during  their  embarkation,  as  they 
could  not  swim,  and  as  those  on  board  the  boats,  on  seeing 
what  was  going  on  ashore,  moored  them  out  of  bow-shot 
For  in  the  rest  of  the  retreat  the  Thraeians  advanced  in 
no  contemptible  manner  to  meet  the  Theban  horse,  which 
first  fell  upon  them;  and  closing  their  ranks,  according  to 
their  native  tactics,  defended  themselves  against  them;  and 
thus  only  a  few  were  killed  in  that  part  of  the  affair.  Some 
portion  of  them  also  were  surprised  in  the  city,  through  their 
eagerness  in  plundering,  and  perished.  Altogether,  there  fell 
of  the  Thraeians  two  hundred  and  fifty  out  of  thirteen  hun- 
dred ;  while  of  the  Thebans  and  the  rest  who  joined  in  at- 
tacking them  they  slew  about  twenty,  horse  and  foot  together, 
and  among  {he  Thebans,  Scirphondas,  one  of  the  Boeotarchs.  On 
the  side  of  the  Mycalessians  a  considerable  part  of  the  popula- 
tion was  cut  off.  "With  regard,  then,  to  Mycalessus,  which  ex- 
perienced, considering  its  extent,  a  calamity  not  less  lamentablf 
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than  any  -whioh  happened  in  the  war,  such  were  the  things 
which  occurred  there. 

31.  Now  Demosthenes  being  at  the  time  on  his  voyage  for 
Corey ra,  after  he  had  built  the  fortifications  on  the  side  of 
Laconia,  fell  in  with  a  merchant  yessel  anchored  at  Phea  in 
the  Elean  territory,  in  whioh  the  Corinthian  heavy-armed 
were  to  cross  over  to  Sicily ;  and  he  destroyed  the  sMp  itself, 
but  the  men  escaped  fronc  it,  and  having  subsequently  got 
another,  proceeded  on  their  voyage.  After  this,  having  come 
to  Zacynthus  and  Cephallenia,  he  took  on  board  a  body  of 
heavy-armed,  sent  for  some  of  the  Messenians  from  Naupactus, 
and  then  crossed  over  to  the  opposite  coast  of  Acamania,  on 
the  continent,  to  Alyzia  and  Anactorium,  which  the  Athenians 
had  in  their  own  hands.  While  he  was  in  these  parts,  he  was 
met  by  Eurymedon  returning  from  Sicily,  who  had  been  sent 
out  with  treasure  at  the  time  that  has  bei^  mentioned,  during 
the  winter,  and  told  him,  among  other  tidings,  that  he  had 
heard,  when  already  on  his  voyage,  that  Plemyrium  had  been 
taken  by  the  Syracusana.  Conon,  too,  who  was  in  command 
at  Naupactus,  came  to  them  with  information  that  the  five  and 
twenty  Corinthian  ships  stationed  opposite  to  the  Athenian' 
squadron  did  not  give  up  hostilities,  but  were  prepared  for  an 
engagement  He  begged  them,  therefore,  to  send  him  some 
ships,  as  his  own  eighteen  were  not  competent  to  fight  the  en- 
emy's ^VQ  and  twenty.  Accordingly  Demosthenes  and  Eury- 
medon sent  with  Conon  the  ten  best  sailers  of  all  they  had,  to 
join  those  at  Naupactus.  They  themselves  at  the  same  time 
made  preparations  for  the  muster  of  their  forces,  Eurymedon 
sailing  to  Corcyra,  urging  them  to  man  fifteen  ships,  and  enlist- 
ing heavy-armed  troops  (for  he  now  shared  the  command  with 
Demosthenes,  and  had  turned  back  ag»n,  in  consequence  of  his 
election),  and  Demosthenes  raising  ding^%  and  dart-men  from 
the  parts  about  Acamania. 

32.  As  for  the  embassadors  who  had  gone  at  the  time  men- 
tioned— after  the  taking  of  Plemyriuna — ^from  Syracuse  to  the 
cities,  they  had  prevailed  on  them  to  join  their  side,  and  had 
raised  and  were  just  about  to  lead  off  the  force,  when  Nicias, 
receiving  early  intelligence  of  it,  sent  to  those  of  the  Sicels 

*  GiplaLv.']  In  this  and  in  many  other  similar  passages,  the  reflective 
pronoun  is  used  in  the  plural  with  reference  to  the  countrymen  of  the 
speaker  In  genera.1,  rather  than  to  himself  individually. 
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who  hdd  the  passes,  and  were  in.  alliance  with  the  Athenians, 
namely,  the  Centotripes,  Alicyaeans,  and.  some  others,  to  beg 
them  not  to  give  free  passage  to  the  enemy,  but  to  miite  together 
and  prevent  their  marching  through  their  country,  since  there 
was  no  other  by  which  they  would  attempt  to  do  so,  as  the 
Acragantines  would  not  ^ant  them  a  passage  through  thars. 
When,  therefore,  the  Siceliots  were  even  on  tiieir  m^rch,  the 
Sicels,  in  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Athenians,  laid  an 
ambuscade  for  them  in  three  difierent  places,  and  &lling  upon 
them  while  <^  their  guard  and  without  any  notice,  killed  about 
eight  hundred  of  them,  with  all  the  embassadors  except  one, 
namely,  the  Corinthian,  who  led  to  Syracuse  those  that  had  es- 
caped, to  the  number  of  fifteen  hundred. 

33.  About  that  same  time  the  Camarineans  also  came  to 
their  help  with  five  hundred  heavy'-armed,  three  hundred  dart- 
men,  and  three  hundred  bow-men.  The  Geloans,  too,  sent  a 
squadron  of  five  ships,  four  hundred  dart-men,  and  two  hun- 
dred horse.  For  by  this  time  pretty  nearly  the  whole  of 
Si<aly— excepting  the  Acragantines,  who  were  neutral — the 
rest,  I  say,  who  before  had  waited  to  see  the  result  of  events, 
now  united  with  the  Syracusans,  and  assisted  them  against 
the  Athenians.  The  Syracusans,  then,  after  the  disaster  in 
the  Sicel  country  had  befallen  them,  ceased  for .  the  present 
from  attacking  the  Athenians.  Demosthenes  and  Eurymedon, 
on  the  other  hand,  their  forces  being  now  ready  both  from 
Corcyra  and  the  continent,  crossed  the  Ionian  gulf  with  all 
their  army  to  the  lapygian  foreland.  Startbg  thence,  they 
touched  at  the  Ghoerades  islands,  lying  off  lapygia,  and  took 
on  board  their  ships  some  lapygian  dart-men,  one  hundred 
and  fifty  in  number,  of  the  Messi^ian  tribe;  and  after  re- 
newing an  old  friendship  with  Artas,  who  also  had  provided 
them  with  the  dart-men  being  one  of  their  chieftains,  they  ar- 
rived at  Metapontum  in  Italy.  After  persuading  the  Metar 
pontines  to  send  with  them,  on  the  strength  of  their  alliance, 
three  himdred  dartrmen  and  two  triremes,  with  this  addition 
to  their  armament  they  coasted  along  to  Thuria.  There 
they  found  the  opponents  of  the  Athenians  recently  expelled  in 
consequence  of  a  sedition.  And  as  they  wished  to  muster 
there  the  whole  army,  in  case  any  part  had  been  left  behind, 
and  to  review  it,  as  well  as  to  persuade  the  Thurians  to  join 
them  as  zealously  as  possible  in  the  expedition,  and  to  have 
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considering  their  present  position,  the  same  foes  and  friends  as 
the  Athenians,  they  waited  awhile  in  Thuria,  and  were  prosecut- 
ing these  designs. 

34.  About  the  same  time,  the  Peloponnesians  in  the  five 
and  twenty  ships,  who,  to  secure  the  passage  of  the  merchant- 
men to  Sicily,  were  anchored  over  against  the  fleet  at  Nau- 
paetus,  having  made  their  preparations  for  a  sea-flght,  and 
having  manned  some  additional  ships,  so  that  they  were  now 
but  little  inferior  to  the  Athenian  Ibrce,  stationed  themselves 
off  £rinea8  in  Achaea,  in  the  territory  of  Rhypa.  And  the 
{4ace  in  which  they  were  stationed  being  in  the  form  of  a 
crescent,  their  land  forces  which  had  come  to  their  assistance 
from  the  Corinthians,  and  from  their  allies  on  the  spot,  were 
ranged  on  the  projecting  headlands  on  both  sides ;  while  the 
ships  occupied  the  interv^ng  space,  blocking  up  the  entrance. 
The  commander  of  the  fleet  was  Pdyanthes,  a  Corinthian. 
The  Atheniaos  sailed  out  against  them  from  Naupactus  with 
three  and  thirty  ships,  under  the  command  of  Diphilus.  The 
Corinthians  at  first  remained  stationary,  but  afterward,  hav- 
ing raised  their  signal  fat  battle,  when  there  appeared  to  be  a 
favorable  opportunity,  they  advanced  upon  the  Athenians,  and 
engaged  them.  For  a  long  time  they  resisted  each  other ;  at 
length  three  ships  on  the  side  of  tne  Corinthians  were  de- 
stroyed, while  on  that  of  the  Athenians  none  was  absolutely 
sunk,  but  some  seven  were  disaUed,  being  struck  prow  to  prow, 
and  having  their  foreships  stove  in  by  the  Corinthian  vessels, 
which  were  provided  with  stronger  cheeks^  than  usual  for 
this  very  purpose.  After  fighting  on  equal  terms,  so  that 
either  party  might  claim  the  victory  (though  the  Athenians, 
nevertheless,  had  got  possession  of  the  wrecks,  tlirough  the 
wind  driving  them  out  into  the  open  sea,  and  the  Corinthians 
no  longer  advancing  against  ^em),  they  separated  from  each 
other,  and  there  was  no  pursuit  made,  nor  were  any  prisoners 
taken  on  either  side :  for  the  Corinthians  and  Peloponnesians 
easily  effected  their  escape,  as  they  were  fighting  near  shore, 
and  no  ship  on  the  side  of  the  Athenians  went  down.  When, 
however,  the  Athenians  had  sailed  back  to  Naupactus,  the  Cor- 

*  rdg  iirunSag.']  "  The  word  is  known  only  in  its  technical  sense,  as 
signifying  two  beams,  projecting  £h>m  a  ship's  head,  on  each  side  of  her 
beak,  from  which  the  anchors  were  suspended,  something  like  what  are 
c*aiedin  our  ships  the  *  cat-heads.*  "—^moidL  T  have  borrowed  from 
I>obree  the  word  by  which  I  have  rendered  iiroTidac 
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inthians  immediately  erected  a  trophy,  as  conquerors ;  because 
they  had  disabled  a  greater  number  o^  their  enem/s  ships,  and 
considered  that  they  were  not  beaten,  for  the  very  same  reason 
that  the  other  party  considered  them  not  to  have  conquered : 
for  the  Corintluans  regarded  themselves  as  having  the  advan- 
tage if  they  were  not  decidedly  beaten,  and  the  Athenians  con- 
sidered them  to  be  worsted,  because  they  were  not  decidedly 
conquerors.  But  when  the  Peloponnesians  had  sa^ed  oS,  and 
their  ti'oops  had  dispersed,  the  Athenians  erected  a  trophy  on 
their  side  also,  as  having  gained  the  victory,  in  Achsea,  at  about 
twenty  stades  distance  from  Erineus,  where  the  Corinthians 
were  stationed.    And  so  ended  the  sea-fight 

35.  Now  Demosthenes  and  Eurymedon,  when  the  Thurians 
were  prepared  to  join  ihem  in  the  expedition  with  seven  hun- 
dred heavy-armed  and  three  hundred  dart-men,  gave  orders  for 
the  ships  to  coast  along  toward  the  Crotonian  territcny ;  while 
they  themselves  having  first  reviewed  all  the  land  forces  on  the 
river  Sybaris,  proceeded  to  lead  them  through  the  Thurian 
country.  When  they  were  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Hylias,  and 
the  Crotonians  sent  to  them,  and  said  that  they  should  not 
choose  the  army  to  pass  through  their  territory,  they  descended 
toward  the  shore,  and  encamped  for  the  night  by  the  sea,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Hylias,  their  ships  also  meeting  them  at  the 
same  point.  The  following  day,  having  put  £eir  men  on 
board,  they  coasted  along,  touching  at  all  die  cities,  excepting 
Locri,  until  they  came  to  Petra  in  the  Ehegian  territory. 

36.  The  Syracusans,  in  the  mean  time,  hearing  <^  their  ap- 
proach, wished  to  make  a  second  attempt  with  their  fieet  and 
other  forces  on  shore,  which  they  were  collecting  for  this  very 
object,  being  desirous  of  striking  a  blow  before  they  came. 
Now  they  had  equipped  the  rest  of  their  navy  according  as 
they  saw,  from  the  result  of  the  former  sea-fight,  that  they 
would  obtain  any  advantage;  and  having  cut  down  their 
ships'  prows  into  a  less  compass,  they  made  them  firmer  than 
usual,  by  fixing  stout  che€^  to  tham,  and  attaching  stays^ 

»  "  The  epotides  were  laid  on  the  bow  or  stem  of  the  vessel,  and  were 
partly  within  and  partly  without  the  frame  of  the  hull,  just  as  a  ship's 
bowsprit  is  at  present  For  the  length  of  six  cubits,  whether  from  the 
prow,  as  Dobree  understands  it,  or  from  the  inner  extremity  of  the  epo- 
tides, '  they  supported  these  cheeks  by  a  set  of  spars  (dvrijpldoi)  that 
went  from  the  cheeks  to  the  ship's  side,  both  inside  and  outside  the 
ship.'  *' — AfTiold, 
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from  these  to  the  ships'  sides,  for  the  length  of  six  cubits  both 
inside  and  outside  the  vessel ;  in  the  very  same  way  as  the 
Corinthians  had  equipped  their  ships  ahead  against  the  squad- 
ron at  Naupaetus,  and  then  proceeded  to  engage  it.  For  the 
Syracusans  thought  that  in  this  way  they  would  have  an  ad- 
vantage against  the  Athenian  vessels,  wluch  were  not  in  the 
same  manner  built  to  resist  them,  but  were  slight  ah^d  (because 
they  did  not  charge  prow  to  prow  so  much  as  on  the  side,  after 
taking  a  circuit) ;  and,  moreover,  that  the  battle  being  fought 
in  the  laxg&t  harbor,  a^inst  a  great  number  of  ships  in  no 
great  ^>aoe,  would  be  m  their  favor;  for  that  by  charging 
stem  to  stem  they  would  stave  in  their  prows,  striking  as 
they  would  with  solid  and  stout  beaks  against  hollow  and  weak 
ones.  Nor  would  the  Athenians  in  their  narrow  room  have 
opportunity  of  sailing  round  or  cutting  through  their  line,  * 
the  maneuvers  of  their  naval  science  in  which  they  most  con- 
fided ;  for  they  themselves,  to  the  best  of  their  power,  would 
not  allow  them  to  cut  through  their  hne,  and  the  want  of  room 
would  prevent  their  making  a  circuit  And  what  was  before 
thought  to  be  want  of  skill  in  masters,  namely,  to  charge  stefti 
to  stem,  was  the  very  method  they  would  chiefly  adopt ;  for 
they  would  have  the  advantage  in  it ;  as  the  Athenians,  if 
forced  out  of  the  line,  would  hav:e  no  means  of  backing  water 
in  any  direction  but  toward  shore,  and  that,  too,  at  only  a  short 
distance  from  them,  and  for  a  short  space,  namely,  just  oppo- 
site their  own  encampment.  The  rest  of  the  harbor  they 
should  themselves  command ;  and  the  enemy,  if  forced  at  any 
point,  by  crowding  together  into  a  confined  space,  and  all  to 
the  same  point,  would  run  foul  of  each  other,  and  be  thrown 
into  confuision  (the  very  thing,  indeed,  which  most  hurt  the 
Athenians  in  all  their  sea-fights,  since  they  had  not,  like  the 
Syracusans,  the  power  of  retreating  over  the  whole  harbor). 
And  as  for  making  a  circuit  into  clearer  sea-room,  since  they 
themselves  commanded  the  entrance  from,  and  the  retreat 
into,  the  open  deep,  they  would  not  be  able  to  do  it ;  espe- 
cially as  Plemyrium  would  be  hostile  to  them,  and  the  mouth 
of  the  hwrbor  was  not  large. 

1  TrepinXow — SttKKXow.']  These  maneuvers,  as  well  as  the  dvuKpovatc 
afterward  mentioned,  were  dififerent  methods  of  giving  the  ship  a  mo- 
mentum required  fyr  a  sec(md  attack.  See  Amold^s  notes  on  I.  49.  3, 
and  n.  89.  12. 
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Si.  Having  adopted  such  contrivances  to  suit  their  own  de- 
gree of  knowledge  and  power,  and  at  the  same  time  feeling 
now  more  aswired  in  consequence  of  their  former  battle,  the 
Sjracusans  prepared  to  attack  them  at  once  by  land  and  Hy^ 
sea.  Those  of  their  land  forces  which  were  in  the  city  Gylip- 
pus  led  out  a  litde  before,  and  brought  them  up  to  the  wall'of 
the  Athenians,  at  that  part  of  it  which  looked  toward  the  city ; 
while  the  troops  from  the  Olympieum,  both  all  the  heavy«-armed 
that  were  there,  and  the  horse  and  light-armed  of  the  Syra- 
cusans,  advanced  against  the  wall  on  the  other  side ;  immedi- 
ately after  which,  the  ships  of  the  Syracusans  and  their  aQies 
sailed  out.  The  Athenians  thought  at  first  that  they  would 
make  an  attempt  on  the  land  side  alone,  but  when  they  saw 
their  fleet  also  suddenly  coming  against  them,  they  were 
thrown  into  alarm;  and  some  were  making  preparations  on 
and  in  front  of  the  walls  to  meet  the  attack,  while  others 
marched  out  against  those  who  with  all  speed  were  coming 
from  the  Olympieum  and  the  p2u*ts  outside  the  city— both 
horse  in  great  numbers  and  dart-men — and  others  proceeded 
to  man  the  ships,  and  at  once  ran  to  the  beach  to  oppose  the 
enemy.  And  when  th^  were  manned,  they  put  out  against 
them  with  seventy-^ve  vessels,  those  of  the  Syracusans  being 
about  eighty  in  number. 

88.  For  a  great  part  of  the  day  they  continued  advancing 
and  retiring  and  making  attempts  upon  one  anoth^ ;  and  when 
neither  party  could  gain  any  advantage  worth  mentioning,  ex- 
cept tiiat  the  Syracusans  sank  one  or  two  of  the  Athenians' 
ships,  they  separated ;  and  the  troops  at  the  same  time  with- 
drew from  the  walls.  The  next  day  the  Syracusans  remained 
quiet,  without  showing  at  all  what  were  their  plans  for  the 
future.  Nicias,  on  the  other  hand,  seeing  that  the  battle  had 
been  a  drawn  one,  and  expecting  that  they  would  attack  them 
again,  compelled  the  detains  to  r^t  their  shi^  whichever  of 
them  had  at  all  suffered ;  and  stationed  m^diaiitmen  before  the 
stockade  which  had  been  fixed  in  the  sea  in  front  ci  their  ships, 
to  serve  the  purpose  of  an  inclosed  harbor.  These  vessels  he 
placed  at  intervals  of  two  hundred  feet  from  each  other,  that 
if  any  ship  were  hard  pressed,  it  might  have  means  of  retreat- 
ing in  safety  and  sailing  out  again  at  leisure.  The  Athenians, 
then,  continued  to  make  these  preparations  during  the  whol« 
day  until  the  night. 
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30.  The  day  following,  the  Syracusans  engaged  the  Athe- 
nums  at  an.  eariier  hour,  but  on  the  same  plan  of  attack,  both 
br  sea  and  by  land.  And  being  opposed  in  the  same  manner 
;with  their  ships,  they  again  continued  making  attempts  upon 
eawjh  other  for  a  great  part  of  the  day ;  until  Aristo  son  of 
Py^rrhicus,  a  Corinthian,  and  tiie  most  able  master  the  Syra- 
cusans  had,  persuaded  their  naval  commanders  to  send  to  those 
who  had  the  dif«dion  in  the  city,  and'  beg  them  to  remove  as 
quiddy  as  possible  the  supply  of  things  for  sale,  and  to  bring 
it  to  tiie  seanside;  and  whatever  eatables  any  one  had,  to 
compel  all  to  conie  there  and  sell  them ;  that  so  they  ^  might 
enaUe  them  to  land  their  seamen  and  take  their  dinner  inmie^ 
diately  by  the  side  <^  their  dups,  and;  after  a  short  interval, 
again  the  very  same  day  to  attack  the  Athenians,  when  they 
were  not  expecting  it 

40.  They,  then,  in  com^^ance  with  this  request  sent  a  mes- 
senger, and  the  market  was  prepared :  upon  which  the  Syra- 
cusans  suddenly  backed  water  imd  sailed  to  the  city,  landing 
immediately,  and  taking  their  dinner:  while  the  Athenians, 
supposing  that  they  had  retreated  to  the  city  because  they 
were  worsted  by  tiiem,  went  ashore  at  their  leisure,  and  were 
engaged  both  with  other  matters  and  with  providing  their  din- 
ner, imagining  that  for  that  day  at  least  tiiey  would  not  have 
to  fight  again.  But  the  SyraciBsans  having  suddenly  manned 
their  ships,  sailed  out  against  them  a  second  time ;  while  they^ 
in  much  confusion,  and  most  of  them  unrefreshed,  went  on 
board  without  any  order,  and  with  great  difficulty  put  off  to 
meet  them.  For  some  time  they  forbore  from  attacking  each 
other,  and  stood  on  their  guard ;  but  afterward  the  Athenians 
did  not  choose  through  their  own  act  to  be  worn  out  with  &• 
tigue  by  waitii^  th«»,  but  to  attack  them  as  quickly  as  pos- 
sible ;  aiHi  so  they  advanced  with  a  cheer,  and  commenced  the 
action.  The  Syracusans  received  tiiem,  and  charging  with 
their  drips  stem  to  stem,  as  they  had  determined  beforehand, 
with  their  beaks  equipped  as  they  were,  they  stove  in  the 
Athenian  vessels  to  a  considerable  extent  of  ^e  foreships, 
while  the  dart-men  fighting  on  their  decks  inflicted  great 
damage  on  the  Athenians,  and  still  more  those  Syracusans  who 

1  airolc.]  "  According  to  the  rule  given  in  the  note  on  III.  98. 1,  the 
dative  expresses  the  action  in  its  relation  to  another  party,  namely,  the 
Syracusan  government."— ulmoW. 
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were  sailing  about  in  their  small  boats,  falling  close  in  upon 
the  oars  of  the  enemy's  ships,  sailing  up  to  their  sides,  and 
thence  discharging  their  darts  upon  the  seamen. 

41.  At  lei^h,  by  fighting  in  this  way  with  all  their  might, 
the  Syracusans  gained  the  victory,  and  the  Athenians  turned 
and  fled  between  the  merchantmen  into  their  own  station. 
The  Syracusan  ships  pursued  them  as  for  as  those  vessels;  but 
then  the  beams  ih&t  were  hung  from  the  m^«hantmen  over 
the  passages  between  them,  with  dolphins  attached  to  lliem, ' 
stopped  their  progress.  Two,  however,  elated  by  their  victory, 
came  up  close  to  them,  and  were  destroyed,  one  of  them  being 
captured  with  its  arew.  After  the  Syracusans  had  sunk  seven 
Athenian  ships  and  disabled  many  more,  having  taken  some 
of  the  men  prisoners  and  killed  others,  they  retired,  and  erect- 
ed trophies  for  both  the  engagements ;  entertaining  now  a 
confident  hope  that  by  sea  Hiey  were  very  decidedly  superior, 
and  thinking  that  they  should  conquer  the  enemy's  land  forces 
also.  Accordingly  they  began  to  prepare  for  making  another 
attack  in  both  ways. 

42.  At  this  time  Demosthenes  and  Eurymedon  arrived 
with  the  succors  from  Athens,  consisting  of  above  seventy- 
three  ships  (including  tlie  foreign  ones)  and  about  five  thou- 
sand heavy-armed  of  their  own  and  the  allies,  with  dart-men, 
both  Grecian  and  barbarian,  not  a  few,  slingers,  bow-men,  and 
the  rest  of  the  armament  on  a  large  scale.  No  slight  con- 
sternation was  produced  at  the  moment  among  the  Syracu- 
sans and  their  allies,  at  the  thought  that  they  were  to  have 
no  final  deliverance  from  their  dangers,  seeing  that  there  was 
newly  come,  ncme  the  less  for  tl^  fortification  of  Decelea, 
an  armament  equal,  or  nearly  so,  to  the  first,  and  that  the 
power  of  the  Athenians  appeared  great  on  all  sides ;  while  in 
the  fcHrmer  Athenian  iorces  fresh  confidence  (considering  their 
late  misfortunes)  had  now  sprung  up.  Demosthenes,  on  the 
other  hand,  seeing  how  matters  stood,  thought  that  it  was  not 
possible  for  him  to  waste  the  time,  and  so  to  experience  the 
fate  which  Nicias  had  done.  For  although  that  gener^  spread 
terror  on  his  first  arrival,  he  was  despised,  through  not  imme- 
diately attacking  Syracuse,  but  spending  the  winter  at  Catana, 
and  Gylippus  anticipated  his  success  by  arriving  vnth  forces 
from  the  Peloponnese,  which  the  Syracusans  would  never  have 

"  I  c,  heavy  weights  made  something  in  the  form  of  that  fish. 
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sent  for  at  all  if  he  had  immediately  attacked  them ;  for  while 
fancying  themselves  a  match  for  him,  they  would  at  once  have 
discovered  their  infOTiority,  and  have  been  invested ;  so  that, 
even  if  th^  had  sent  for  them,  they  would  not  then  have  done 
them  the  same  service.  Reviewing  tiiese  things,  then,  and 
thinking  that  he  himself  too  was  decidedly  most  formidable 
to  the  adversary  at  the  present  time,  even  the  very  first  day, 
Demosthenes  wished,  as  quickly  as  possible,  to  avail  himself  to 
the  utmost  of  tiie  present  dismay  of  their  forces.  And  seeing 
iihat  the  counter-wall  of  the  Syracusans,  by  which  they  had 
prevented  the  Athenians  from  circumvallating  them,  was  but 
a  single  one,  and  that  if  any  one  had  carried  the  ascent  to  !l^i- 
polsB,  and  then  the  camp  on  it,  the  work  mi^t  easily  be  taken 
(for  no  one  at  all  would  so  much  as  wait  his  attach),  he  was  in 
a  hurry  to  make  the  attempt  And  this  he  thought  was  his 
shortest  way  of  bringing  the  war  to  a  conclusion ;  for  he  would 
either  gsan  possession  of  Syracuse  by  succeeding  in  his  design, 
or  lead  back  the  armam^it,  and  not  exhaust  for  no  purpose  both 
the  Athenians  who  joined  the  expedition  and  the  whole  state. 
In  the  first  place,  then,  the  Athenians  went  out  and  ravaged 
a  part  of  the  Syracusan  territory,  about  the  Anapus,  and  were 
superior  in  force,  as  they  had  (niginally  been,  both  by  land 
and  by  sea  (for  in  neither  way  did  the  Syracusans  come  out 
against  them,  except  with  their  cavalry  and  dart-men  from  the 
Olympieum). 

43.  Afterward,  Demosthenes  resolved  first  to  make  an  at- 
tempt on  the  counter-work  with  engines.  But  when  the 
engines,  after  he  had  brought  them  up,  were  burned  by  the 
enemy  who  were  making  a  defense  from  the  wall,  and  they 
were  beaten  back  when  charging  at  many  points  with  the  rest 
of  his  forces,  he  determined  to  delay  no  longer ;  but  having 
gained  the  assent  of  Mcias  and  the  rest  of  his  colleagues,  ac- 
cording to  the  plan  he  had  formed,  he  proceeded  to  the  attempt 
on  Epipolse.  Now,  in  the  day-time  it  seemed  to  be  impossible 
for  them  to  approach  and  make  the  ascent  unobserved.  But 
having  issued  orders  for  five  days'  provisions,  and  taken  all 
the  stone-masons  and  carpenters,  with  all  the  other  apparatus 
besides,  both  arrows  and  every  thing  else  that  was  necessary 
for  them,  should  they  succeed,  to  have  while  they  were  build- 
ing, he  himself,  with  Eurymedon  and  Menander,  took  the  whole 
force,  after  the  first  watch  of  the  night,  and  advanced  against 
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Epipolae,  Nicias  being  left  behind  in  the  lines.  When  they 
had  come  up  to  the  hill  on  the  side  of  Euiydus,  the  same  way 
that  the  former  army  also  had  in  the  first  instance  made  the 
ascent,  they  escaped  the  observation  of  the  S3nraciisan  guard, 
and  having  gone  to  the  fort  of  the  Syracusans  which  was  there, 
they  took  it,  and  put  part  of  the  garrison  to  the  sword.  But 
the  greater  part  fled  inunediately  to  the  camps  (of  whidi  there 
was  three  on  Epipolse,  in  outworks,  one  compoised  of  the  Sy- 
racusans, one  of  the  other  SioeUots,  and  one  of  their  alhes), 
and  informed  them  of  the  attack,  and  told  it  to  the  six  hun- 
dred Syracusans  who  had  formed  tiie  original  guard  at  this 
part  of  Epipolae.  They  inmiediately  went  against  them ;  and 
Demosthenes  and  the  Athenians  idling  in  with  them,  routed 
them,  though  they  made  a  spirited  resistance.  They  then 
immediately  pressed  on,  that  they  mi^t  not  be  retarded  in 
their  present  eagerness  for  accomplrahing  the  objects  they 
had  come  for :  while  others  of  them  pro^eded,  as  their  first 
measure,  to  take  the  counter-wall  of  the  Syracusans,  and  pull 
down  its  battlements.  The  Syracusans  and  their  aUies,  as 
well  as  Gylippus  and  his  division,  went  to  the  rescue  fix)m  the 
outworks ;  and  as  they  had  had  this  daring  attack  made  on 
th^n  in  the  night,  they  engaged  the  Athenums  in  some  dis- 
may, and  were  at  first  compelled  to  retreat.  But  when  the 
Athenians  were  now  advancing  in  greater  confusion,  as  having 
gained  the  victory,  and  were  anxious  to  pass  as  quicldt^  as  pos- 
sible through  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy  whicn  had  not  yet 
been  engaged,  that  they  might  not  rally  again  through  their  re- 
laxing in  the  attack ;  the  B<Botians  were  the  first  to  oppose  them, 
mid  both  broke  them  by  their  charge,  and  put  them  to  flight. 
44.  Now  the  Athenians  were  by  this  time  in  much  disorder 
and  per^dexity ;  but  on  this  subject  it  was  not  easy  for  me  to 
ascertain  from  either  side,  in  what  way  each  event  occurred. 
For  in  the  day-time  the  parties  engaged  have,  indeed,  a  clearec 
knowledge,  though  not  a  perfect  one  even  then,  for  each  man 
barely  knows  what  happens  in  his  own  part  of  the  field.  But 
in  a  night  engagement  (and  this  was  the  only  one  which  oc- 
curred between  great  armies  durii^  this  war),  )k>w  could 
any  one  have  a  distinct  knowledge  of  any  thing?  For 
tliough  there  was  a  bright  moon,  they  only  saw  one  another 
(as  was  natural  they  should  by  moonlight)  so  as  to  discern  the 
form  of  the  body  before  them,  but  to  mistrust  their  knowledge 
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of  its  being  tJiat  of  a  Mend.  And  there  were  no  few  heavy- 
armed  on  each  side  moving  in  a  narrow  space.  Thus  on  the 
side  of  the  Athenians  some  were  even  now  bdng  dafeated,  and 
others  coming  up  unconqpiered  for  their  first  attack.  A  large 
part,  too,  of  the  rest  of  their  forces  had  only  just  ascend^, 
and  others  were  still  ascending,  so  thai  they  did  not  know  on 
what  point  to  advance.  For  in  oonsequence  of  the  rout  which 
had  taken  place,  every  thing  in  front  was  now  in  confusion, 
and  it  was  difficult  to  distinguish  orders  through  the  uproar. 
For  the  Syra<m8ans  and  their  allies,  on  gaining  the  advantage, 
were  cheering  each  other  with  no  little  shouting  (it  being  im- 
possible, during  the  night  to  express  themselves  in  any  other 
way^,  and  at  the  same  time  were  receiving  the  charge  of  thdr 
assailants ;  and  the  Athenians  were  in  search  of  one  another, 
and  thought  that  whoever  met  them  was  a  foe,  even  though 
he  might  be  a  friend,  belonging  to  those  who  were  now  flying 
back.  And  by  their  frequently  asking  for  the  watchword,  be- 
cause they  could  not  by  any  other  means  distinguish  them, 
they  both  caused  great  confusion  on  their  own  side  by  all 
asking  at  once,  and  made  it  known  to  the  enemy;  while 
theirs,  on  the  other  hand,  they  did  not  so  easily  discover,  be* 
cause,  as  they  were  victorious  and  not  dispersed,  they  were 
better  recognized  by  each  other.  So  that  if  they  fell  in  with 
any  of  the  enemy  with  the  advantage  of  numbers  on  their 
own  side,  the  Syracusans  escaped  from  them,  inasmuch  as 
they  knew  the  Athenian  watchword ;  but  if  they  themselves 
[in  such  a  case]  did  not  answer,  they  were  put  to  the  sword. 
But  what  especially  and  in  the  greatest  degree  hurt  them, 
was  the  singing  of  their  hymns ;  for  as  it  was  very  similar  on 
each  side,  it  occasioned  perj^xity.  For  the  Argives,  the  Cor- 
cyrseans,  and  all  the  Dorian  race  that  were  wifli  the  Atheni- 
ans, struck  terror  into  them  whenever  they  raised  their  paean ; 
and  so  did  the  enemy,  likewise.  Thus  having,  at  last,  when 
once  they  were  thrown  into  disorder,  come  into  collision  with 
each  other  in  different  parts  of  the  army,  friends  with  friends, 
and  countrymen  with  countrymen,  they  were  not  only  full  of 
fear,  but  even  closed  in  battle  with  each  other,  and  were  with 
difficulty  parted.  And  now,  as  they  were  being  pursued,  the 
greater  part  threw  themselves  down  the  cliffs,  and  perished ; 
as  the  way  down  again  from  Epipolae  was  narrow.  And 
when  those  who  escaped  from   the  heights  had  reached  the 
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plain,  liiough  many  <rf  them,  especially  such  as  belonged  to 
the  former  armament,  through  their  greater  acquaintance  with 
the  localities,  escaped  safely  to  the  camp,  some  of  those  who 
had  lately  arrived  lost  their  way,  and  wandered  about  the 
country ;  aad  these,  when  it  was  day,  the  Syracusan  horse  in- 
tercepted, and  put  to  the  sword. 

45.  The  next  day  the  Syracusans  erected  two  trophies,  one 
on  E^ipolae,  where  the  enemy's  approaches  had  been  made, 
and  the  other  on  the  spot  where  the  Boeotians  first  withstood 
them,  while  the  Athenians  recovered  their  dead  under  truce. 
No  few  were  killed,  both  of  themselves  and  their  allies,  though 
still  more  arms  were  taken  than  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  the  dead ;  for  of  those  who  were  compelled  to  leap  down 
the  cliffs  unencumbered  by  their  shields,  though  some  per- 
ished, yet  others  esc^>ed  with  their  lives. 

46.  After  this,  the  Syracusans  being  affain,  as  before,  re- 
stored to  confidence  on  ike  strength  of  such  unexpected  good 
fortune,  dispatched  Sicanus  wi&  fifteen  ships  to  Acragas, 
which  was  torn  by  factions,  to  induce  the  city  to  join  them,  if 
he  could ;  while  Gylippus  again  went  by  land  to  the  other 
parts  of  Sicily  to  bring  more  forces,  being  in  hope  of  even 
taking  the  Athenian  lines  by  storm,  since  the  affair  on  Epipolsd 
had  turned  out  as  it  did. 

47.  The  Athenian  conmianders,  in  the  mean  time,  consulted 
on  the  disaster  which  had  befallen  them,  and  on  the  want  of 
vigor  which  at  present  on  all  accounts  prevailed  in  their 
camp ;  seeing  that  they  were  both  unsuccessful  in  their  at- 
tempts, and  that  the  soldiers  were  annoyed  by  their  stay  in  the 
country.  For  they  were  suffering  with  sickness  from  two  dif- 
ferent causes,  both  because  this  was  the  season  of  the  year  at 
which  men  are  most  liable  to  disease,  and  at  the  same  time, 
too,  because  the  position  in  which  they  were  encamped  was 
marshy  and  unfavorable,  while  they  were  also  distressed  be- 
cause every  thing  else  appeared  hopeless  to  them.  Demosthe- 
nes, then,  was  of  opinion  tliat  they  ought  not  to  stay  any  long- 
er ;  but^  according  to  the  plan  with  which  he  had  hazarded  the 
attack  on  Epipolse,  since  that  had  fiiiled,  he  gave  his  vote  for 
departing,  and  not  wasting  the  time,  while  the  sea  might  yet 
be  crossed,  and  while,  as  regarded  forces,  they  might  com- 
mand the  superiority  with  the  squadron  that  had  lately  joined 
them,  at  any  rate.     He  said,  too,  that  it  would  be  more  benefi- 
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cial  to  the  state  to  carry  on  the  war  against  those  who  were 
building  fortresses  for  their  annoyance  in  their  own  country, 
than  against  iAie  Syracusans,  whom  it  was  no  longer  easy  to 
subdue ;  nor,  again,  was  it  right  for  them  to  waste  Targe  sums 
of  money  to  no  purpose  by  continuing  the  siege.  Such,  then, 
was  the  view  entertained  by  Demosthenes. 

48.  Nicias,  however,  though  he  too  considered  their  circum- 
stances to  be  bad,  yet  did  not  wish  to  display  their  weakness 
by  words,  nor  that  they  should  become  a  laughing-stock  to 
their  enemies  by  voting  for  the  retreat  openly,  and  in  con- 
junction with  many  ;*  for  so  they  would  far  less  elude  their  ob- 
servation in  executing  it,  whenever  they  might  wish.  To  a 
certain  extent,  also,  the  affairs  of  the  enemy,  judging  from 
what  he,  more  than  others,  knew  of  them,  still  afforded  some 
hop^  that  they  would  be  worse  than  their  own,  should  they 
persist  in  carrying  on  the  siege ;  for  so  they  would  exhaust 
them  by  want  of  funds ;  especially,  too,  as  they  had  now,  with 
their  present  fleet,  a  more  extensive  command  of  the  sea.  A 
party  in  Syracuse,  also,  which  wished  to  surrender  the  city  to 
the  Athenians,  was  sending  messengers  to  him,  and  urging 
him  not  to  raise  the  siege.  Knowing  these  things,  then,  he 
was  in  feet  waiting  because  he  was  still  inclined  both  ways, 
and  wished  to  see  his  course  more  clearly ;  but  in  the  speech 
openly  made  by  him  on  that  occasion  he  said,  "  that  he  re- 
fused to  withdraw  the  forces ;  for  he  well  knew  that  the  Athe- 
nians would  not  put  up  with  such  a  step  on  the  part  of  the 
generals — their  returning,  he  meant,  without  a  vote  from  them- 
selves to  authorize  it.  Besides,  those  who  would  vote  in  their 
case,  would  not  give  their  verdict  from  seeing  the  facts,  as 
they  themselves  had  done,  instead  of  hearing  them  from  the 
invectives  of  others ;  but  whatever  calumnies  any  clever  speak- 
er threw  upon  them,  by  those  would  they  be  persuaded. 
Many  too,  nay,  even  the  greater  part  of  the  soldiers  present  on 
the  spot,  who  were  now  clamoring  about  their  perilous  condi- 
tion, would,  he  said,  on  arriving  there,  raise  the  very  contrary 
clamor,  namely,  that  their  generals  had  utterly  betrayed  them 
for  money,  when  they  returned.  For  himself,  then,  he  did  not 
wish  (knowing  as  he  did  the  Athenian  character  and  temper) 
io  die  under  a  dishonorable  charge  and  by  an  unjust  sentence 

*  fieTd  TToA^wv,]  *.  e.,  with  the  Taxiarchs  and  Trierarchs,  who  attended 
when  a  regular  council  of  war  was  held.    Compare  ch.  60.  3. 
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at  the  hands  of  the  Athenians^  rather  than  run  the  risk,  in  his 
own  indiridual  case,  of  meeting  his  faie  at  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  if  it  must  be  so.  As  for  the  affairs  of  the  Syraeusans, 
however,  he  knew  that  they  were  in  a  still  worse  condition 
than  their  own.  For  supporting  mercenaries  as  they  had  to 
do  with  their  funds,  and  at  the  same  time  spending  them  on 
guard-posts,  and  maintaining,  moreover,  a  large  navy,  as  they 
had  now  done  for  more  than  a  year,  they  were  in  some  re- 
spects ill  provided,  and  in  others  would  be  still  more  at  a 
loss,  as  they  had  already  expended  two  hundred  talents,  and 
still  owed  many  more ;  and  should  they  lose  any  part  what- 
ever of  their  present  forces  through  ^  not  giving  them  sup- 
plies, their  cause  would  be  ruined,  as  it  was  supported  by  v<m- 
untary  aid,  rather  than  by  compulsory  exertions,  like  theirs. 
He  maintained,  therefore,  that  they  must  continue  to  carry  on 
the  siege,  and  not  go  away  defeated  in  point  of  money,  where- 
in they  were  decidedly  superior." 

49.  Such  were  the  views  which  Nicias  was  positive  in 
stating,  from  having  gained  an  accurate  acquaintance  with 
the  state  of  affairs  in  Syracuse,  and  their  want  of  money ;  and 
because  there  were  some  who  were  desirous  that  the  state 
should  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Athenians,  and  were  sending 
messages  to  him  not  to  raise  the  sie^  ;  and  at  the  same  time, 
because  he  was  influenced  by  confidence  in  his  fleet,*  at  any 

'  dapfj^aeL  Kparrideig.']  I  have  given  what  appears  to  me  the  only  sense 
that  this  participle  can  bear,  though  different  finom  any  that  has  been  at- 
tributed to  it  by  others.  Compare  the  somewhat  similar  use  of  the  verb 
ffaaufiai,  in  the  sense  of  "  yielding,"  or  "  giving  way  to,"  e.  ^.,  IIL  38.  6, 
^6ov^  7iaa6fi£voL ;  and  with  a  genitive,  IV.  37.  1,  ijaarjOelev  tov  napovTog 
ieivov,  1£,  however,  it  should  be  thought  that  neither  this  meaning, 
"  nor"  (to  use  the  words  of  Arnold)  "  any  other,  can  bo  fairly  extracted 
from  the  sense  as  it  now  stands,"  I  should  be  disposed  to  adopt  a  rather 
bolder  emendation  than  the  mere  substitution  of  Kparwdeig,  which  Bauer 
and  so  many  others  after  him  have  admitted,  but  which,  as  Poppo  ob- 
serves, leaves  the  passage  scarcely  less  strange  in  its  phraseology  than 
before.  Prom  the  fiwt  3iat  six  MSS.  have  /  <2v,  instead  ofyovv,  it  seems 
probable  that  an  infinitive  mood  originally  formed  part  of  the  sentence ; 
and  I  venture  therefore  to  propose  ti^e  following  correction:  koI  &fia  ralg 
yovv  (or  y  dv,  whichever  may  be  preferred)  vavalv  ij  nporepov  Oapo^aag 
Kpan^aeiVj  taking  Kparrjaeiv  in  the  same  absolute  sense  as  Kparelv  has  al- 
ready borne  in  a  very  similar  passage,  ch.  4T.  3.  If  the  objections  urged 
by  Goller  against  understanding  fiaXkov  before  ?}  be  thought  valid,  his 
correction  y  may  be  admitted;  "  from  feeling  confident  that  they  should 
at  any  rate  have  the  advantage  at  sea,  as  they  had  formerly ;"  i  ft,  before 
their  recent  defeat  in  the  naval  engagement. 
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rate  more  than  before.  Demosthenes,  however,  would  not  at 
all  listen  to  the  proposal  for  continuing  the  siege ;  but  if  it 
were  necessary  for  them  not  to  withdraw  the  forces  without  a 
decree  from  the  Athenians,  but  to  remain  in  the  country,  he 
said  that  they  should  either  remove  to  Thapsus  and  do  so,  or 
to  Catana,  where  they  could  overrun  with  their  troops  a  large 
part  of  the  country,  and  support  themselves  by  ravaging  their 
enemies'  property,  and  so  might  injure  them;  while  at  the 
same  time  with  their  fleet  they  would  fight  their  battles  on  the 
open  deep,  and  not  in  a  confined  space,  which  was  more  in 
iavor  of  the  enemy,  but  rather  with  spacious  sea-room,  where 
their  skill  would  be  of  service  to  them,  and  they  would  have 
an  opportunity  of  retreating  and  advancing  in  no  narrow  and 
circumscribed  space,  both  on  putting  out  and  coming  to  land. 
In  a  word,  he  <£d  not,  he  said,  at  all  approve  of  remaining  in 
their  present  position,  but  of  removing  inmiediately  wimout 
delay.  Eurymedon  also  supported  him  in  this  view.  But  as 
Nicias  objected  to  it,  a  degree  of  diflSdence  and  hesitation  was 
produced  in  them,  and  a  suspicion  also  that  Nicias  might  be 
so  positive  from  knowing  something  more  tlian  he  expressed. 
The  Athenians,  then,  in  this  way  lingered  on,  and  remained 
where  they  were. 

60.  In  the  mean  time,  Gylippus  and  Sicanus  had  come  to 
Sjrracuse ;  and  though  Sicanus  had  failed  in  winning  Acragas 
(for  while  he  was  still  at  Gela,  the  party  friendly  to  the  S3a'a- 
cusans*  had  been  driven  out),  yet  Gylippus  came  with  fresh 
troops  raised  from  the  rest  of  Sicily,  and  with  the  heavy-armed 
which  had  been  sent  out  from  the  Peloponnese  in  the  spring,  on 
board  the  merchantmen,  and  had  arrived  at  Selinus  from  Libya. 
For  when  they  had  been  carried  by  a  tempest  to  Libya,  and  the 
CjrrensBans  had  given  them  two  triremes,  and  pilots  for  their 
voyage,  during  meir  passage  along  shore  they  entered  into  al- 
liance with  the  Euesperitae,  who  were  being  besieged  by  the 
Libyans,  and  defeated  the  latter  people ;  and  after  coasting  along 
thence  to  Neapolis,  an  emporium  of  the  Carthaginians,  from 
which  the  distance  is  shortest  to  Sicily,  namely,  a  voyage  of 
two  days  and  a  night,  they  crossed  over  there  from  that  place, 
and  arrived  at  Selinus.  Immediately  on  their  arrival,  the  Syracu- 
sans  prepared  to  attack  the  Athenians  again  on  both  sides,  by 

'  Literally,  "  the  party  for  the  Syracusans,  for  friendship  with  them," 
as  Arnold  renders  it.    See  his  note. 
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sea  and  by  land.  When  the  Athenian  generals,  on  the  other 
hand,  saw  thai  a  fresh  force  had  joined  them,  and  that  their  own 
circumstances  at  the  same  time  were  not  improving,  but  were 
daily  becoming  worse,  and  most  especially  were  depressed 
through  the  sickness  of  thQ  men,  they  repented  of  not  naving 
removed  before.  And  as  even  Nicias  did  not  now  oppose  them 
in  the  same  degree,  except  by  beggiog  them  not  openly  to  vote 
on  the  question,  they  gave  orders,  as  secretly  as  they  could,  for 
all  to  sail  out  of  their  station,  and  to  be  ready  when  the  signal 
should  be  given.  And  when,  after  all  was  in  readiness,  3iey 
were  on  the  point  of  sailing  away,  the  moon  was  eclipsed ;  for 
it  happened  to  be  at  the  full.  The  greater  part,  therefore,  of 
the  Athenians,  urged  the  generals  to  stop,  regarding  the  mat- 
ter with  religious  scruple;  and  Nicias  (for  he  was  somewhat 
over-addicted  to  superstition,  and  such  feelings)  declared  that  he 
would  not  now  so  much  as  consider  the  matter,  with  a  view  to 
moving,  until,  as  the  soothsayers  directed,  he  had  waited  thrice 
nine  days.  And  so  the  Athenians,  having  been  stopped  on 
this  account,  remained  in  the  country. 

61.  When  the  Syracusans,  too,  heard  this,  they  were  much 
more  stimulated  not  to  relax  in  their  efforts  against  the  Athe- 
nians, since  they  themselves  had  now  confessed  that  they  were 
no  longer  their  superiors,  either  by  sea  or  by  land  (for  they 
would  not  else  have  meditated  sailing  away),  and  at  the  same 
time,  because  they  did  not  wish  them  to  go  and  settle  in  any 
other  part  of  SicUy,  and  so  to  be  more  difficult  to  make  war 
upon ;  but  were  desirous  of  forcing  them  to  a  sea-fight  there, 
as  quickly  as  possible,  in  a  position  that  was  advantageous*  to 
themselves.  They  manned  their  ships,  therefore,  and  practiced 
as  many  days  as  they  thought  sufficient.  And  when  a  fevor- 
able  opportunity  presented  itself,  on  the  first  day  they  assaulted 
the  Atnenian  lines ;  and  a  small  division  of  their  heavy-armed  and 
horse  having  sallied  forth  against  them  through  certain  gate- 
ways, they  intercepted  some  of  the  heavy-armed,  and  routed 
and  pursued  them  back ;  and  as  the  entrance  was  narrow,  the 
Athenians  lost  seventy  horses,  and  some  few  heavy-armed. 

62.  On  that  day,  then,  the  army  of  the  Syracusans  drew  off; 
but  on  the  next  they  both  sailed  out  with  their  ships,  seventy- 
six  in  number,  and  at  the  same  time  advanced  with  their 
troops  against  the  walls.  The  Athenians  put  out  to  meet 
them  with  eighty-six  ships,  and  closed  and  fought  with  them. 
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Now  when  EoTjmedon,  who  Gommanded  the  right  wmg  of 
the  Athenians,  and  wished  to  surround  the  ships  of  the  enemy, 
had  sailed  out  from  the  line  too  much  toward  the  shore ;  the 
Syracusans  and  their  allies,  after  first  defeating  the  center  of 
the  Athenians,  intercepted  Mm  also  in  the  bottom  and  furthest 
recess  of  the  harbor,  and  both  killed  him,  and  destroyed  tiie 
ships  thdt  were  following  him.  After  which  the  Syracusans 
closely  pursued  all  the  ships  of  the  Athenians,  and  drove  them 
ashore. 

53.  When  Gylippus  saw  the  enemy's  ships  defeated,  and 
carried  beyond  the  stockades  and  their  own  station,  wishing  to 
cut  off  the  men  that  were  landing  from  them,  and  that  the 
SyraciBans  might  more  easily  tow  off  the  vessels,  through  the 
land  being  in  possession  of  their  friends,  he  ran  down  to  meet 
them  at  the  break-water  with  some  part  of  his  army.  Hie 
Tyrrhenians  (for  it  was  they  who  were  keeping  guard  at  this 
pdnt)  seeing  Uiem  coming  on  in  disorder,  advanced  toward 
them,  and  fell  upon  and  routed  their  van,  and  drove  them  into 
what  was  called  the  marsh  of  Lyamelea.  Afterward,  when 
the  force  of  the  Syracusans  and  their  allies  had  now  come  up 
in  greater  numbers,  the  Athenians  also  advanced  again^ 
them,  being  afraid  for  their  ships,  and  entered  into  action  with 
them,  and  defeated  and  pursued  them  to  some  distance,  killing 
a  few  heavy-armed,  lliey  saved  also  the  greater  part  of 
their  own  ships,  and  brought  them  together  along»de  tiieir 
station ;  eighteen  of  them,  however,  the  Syracusans  and  their 
allies  captmred,  and  put  tX\  the  men  to  the  sword.  Wishing 
also  to  bum  the  rest  of  them,  they  ^led  an  old  merchantman 
with  faggots  and  pine-wood,  and  having  thrown  fire  into  it, 
and  the  wind  blowing  right  on  the  Athenians,  they  let  the 
vessel  drift  toward  them.  The  Athenians,  alarmed  for  their 
shipSy  contrived,  on  the  other  hand,  means  for  checking  and 
extmguishing  it ;  and  having  stopped  the  flames  and  the  near 
approach  of  the  merchantman,  they  thus  escaped  the  danger. 

.64.  After  this,  the  Syracusans  erected  a  trophy,  both  for  their 
sea-%ht,  and  for  the  interception  of  the  heavy-armed  above,  at 
the  wall,  where  they  also  took  the  horses ;  while  the  Athenians 
did  the  same  for  ^q  rout  of  those  of  the  in&ntry  whom  the 
Tyrrhenians  drove  into  the  marsh,  and  for  that  which  they 
themselves  effected  with  the  rest  of  their  army. 

bh.  When  the  victory  had  now  been  so  decisive  on  the  nd^ 
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of  the  Syracusans,  even  at  sea  (for  before  this  they  were 
afraid  of  the  ships  newly  come  wiui  Demosthenes),  the  Athe- 
nians were  in  a  state  of  utter  despondency;  and  great  was 
their  disappointment,  but  &r  greater  still  their  regret,  for 
having  made  the  expedition.  For  liiese  were  the  only  states 
they  had  hitherto  attacked  with  institutions  similar  to  their 
own,  and  living  under  a  democracy  like  themselves ;  possess- 
ing, too,  ships,  and  horses,  and  greatness :  and  as  tliey  were 
not  able  either  to  introduce  any  change,  as  regarded  their 
government,  to  create  dissension  among  them,  by  which  they 
might  have  been  brought  over,  nor  to  effect  that  by  means  of 
their  forces  (though  they  were  fer  superior*),  but  had  foiled 
in  most  of  their  attempts,  they  were  even  before  this  event  in 
perplexity ;  and  after  they  were  defeated  even  at  sea,  which 
they  could  never  have  expected,  tbey  were  far  more  so  still. 

66,  The  Syracusans,  on  the  other  hand,  immediately  began 
to  sail  without  fear  along  the  harbor,  and  determined  to  close 
up  its  mouth,  that  the  Athenians  might  not  in  future  sail  out, 
even  if  they  wished  it,  unobserved  by  them.  For  they  were 
no  longer  attending  to  their  own  preservation  merely,  but  also 
to  the  prevention  of  the  enemy's  escape ;  thinking  (as  was  the 
fect^  that  with  their  present  resources  their  own  cause  was 
decidedly  the  stronger ;  and  that  if  they  could  conquer  the 
Athenians  and  their  allies  both  by  land  and  sea,  the  victory 
would  appear  for  them  a  glorious  one  in  the  eyes  of  the  Greeks. 
For  of  tlie  rest  of  the  Greeks  some  in  that  case  were  straight- 
way liberated,  and  others  released  from  fear  (as  the  remaining 
power  of  the  Athenians  would  no  longer  be  able  to  bear  the 
war  that  would  afterward  be  waged  against  them),  while 
they  themselves  also,  being  regarded  as  the  authors  of  this 
would  be  greatly  admired,  both  by  the  rest  of  the  world,  and 

^  Kpeiaaovc.']  I  have  taken  this  as  a  nominative  case,  with  Arnold  and 
others,  rather  than  as  an  aocasative,  as  Poppo  is  inclined  to  do  in  his 
larger  edition ;  because  the  superiority  of  the  Athenian  forces  at  the  be- 
ginning of  their  operations  is  quite  evident  from  many  other  passages, 
even  besides  those  referred  to  in  Arnold's  note ;  and  the  use  of  the  par- 
ticiple iireWovrec  at  the  beginning  of  the  section  is  more  suitable  to  the 
commencement  of  the  siege  than  to  the  later  period  of  it,  when  the  Sy- 
racusans could  with  truth  be  said  to  be  superior  to  thdr  assailants.  Be- 
sides, 5vTeg  is  found  after  Kpeiaaovg  in  three  of  the  MSS.  With  regard 
to  the  construction  of  kK  TrapacKev^g,  it  seems  to  depend  upon  irpoad' 
yeadat  understood  from  the  preceding  izpoaTJyovTo,  as  Bloomfield  observes 
in  the  note  to  his  translation. 
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by  posterity.  And  the  contest  was  indeed  worth  encountering, 
both  on  these  grounds,  and  because  they  were  winning  the 
victory,  not  only  over  the  Athenians,  but  over  the  other 
numerous  alHes  also ;  and,  i^ain,  not  winning  it  by  themselves, 
but  also  in  company  with  those  who  had  joined  in  assisting 
them ;  having  tal^en  the  lead,  too,  with  the  Corinthians  and 
Laceda^nonians,  and  given  their  own  city  to  stand  the  first 
brunt  of  the  daioger,  and  paved  the  way,  in  great  measure,  for 
their  naval  success.  For  the  greatest  number  of  nations  met 
together  at  this  single  city,  excepting  the  whole  sum  of  the 
confaderates  assemUed,  during  the  war,  at  the  city  of  Athens 
or  of  Lacedsemon. 

57.  For  the  following  were  the  states  on  each  side  that  re- 
paired to  Sjrracuse  for  the  war,  coming  against  Sicily,  or  in  its 
behalf,  to  assist  the  one  side  in  winniiig,  and  the  other  in 
keeping  possession  of  the  country ;  taking  their  stand  with 
(me  another,  not  so  much  on  the  ground  of  right,  or  of  kindred, 
but  as  they  were  each  circumstanced  with  respect  either  to 
expediency  or  to  necessity.  The  Athenians  themselves  went 
willingly,  as  lonians  against  the  Dorians  of  Sjnracuse;  and 
with  &em  went,  as  their  colonists,  having  the  same  language 
.  and  institutions  as  themselves,  the  Lemnians,  Imbrians,  and 
JSginetans,  who  then  occupied  .^Egina ;  as  also  the  Hestiaeans, 
who  inhabited  Hestisea,  in  Boeotia.  Of  the  rest,  some  were 
serving  with  them  as  subjects ;  others  in  consequence  of  their 
alliance,  although  independent;  and  others  as  mercenaries. 
Among  thek  subjects  and  tributaries  were  the  Eretrians, 
Ghalcidians,  Styrians,  and  Carystians,  of  Eubcea.  From  the 
islands  were  the  Ceans,  Andrians,  and  Tenians:  from  Ionia, 
the  Milesians,  Samnians,  and  Chiaos.  Of  these,  the  Ohians 
joined  as  independent  allies,  not  being  subject  to  tribute,  but 
supplying  ships.  All  these  were  chiefly  lonians,  and  de- 
scended from  the  Athenians,  except  the  Carystians,  who  were 
Dryopes ;  and  though  subject,  and  going  from  necessity,  still 
they  followed  at  any  rate  as  lonians  against  Dorians.'  Besides 
these,  there  were  of  -^lio  race,  the  Methymnaeans,  subject  to 
supplying  ships  but  not  tribute ;  and  the  Tenedians  and  /Rni- 

^  Implying  that  the  present  were  not  the  originftl  inhal:Htant8  of  it. 

a  'Iiovff  yt  M  Afjpuac.']  "  That  is,  it  was  not  unnatural  or  irksome  to 
them  to  serve  agaiiist  their  natural  enemies,  although  it  was  not  in  a 
quarrel  of  their  own." — Arnold, 
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ans,  who  were  tributaries.    These,  although  .^Ji^oliaus,'  were  by 
compulsion  fighting  against  ./EdiaDs,  namely,  the  Boeotians, 
their  founders,  who  were  on  the  Syracusan  side.     But  the 
Plataeans  alone  fought  as  Bceotians  right  in  the  £Eice  of  Boeo- 
tians,' as  might  have  been  expected,  for  the  hatred  they  b<H'e 
them.    Of  H^odians  and  Cytherians,  again,  both  of  Done  race, 
the  Cytherians,  though  colonists  of  the  Lacedamoniaos,  were 
%hting  in  concert  with  the  Athenians  against  the  Lacedae- 
monians with  GyHppus;  while  the  Rhodians,  who  were  Ar- 
gives  by  race,  were  compelled  to  wage  war  against  the  Syrar 
cusans,  who  were  Dorians,  and  the  Geloans,  who  were  even 
their  own  colonists,  serving  with  the   Syracusans.     Of  the 
islanders  around  the  Pelopixinese,  the  Oephallenians  and  Za- 
cynthians  followed,  indeed,  as  independent  allies,  but  still,  on 
account  of  their  insular  position,  rather  by  constraint,  because 
the  Athenians  commanded  the  sea.    The  Corcyraeans,  though 
not  only  Dorians  but  even  Corinthians,  followed  openly  against 
the  Corinthians  and  Syracusans,  though  colonists  oi  the  <me 
and  kinsmen  of  the  other ;  by  compulsion,  according  to  their 
specious  profession,  but  rather  with  good  will,  for  ^e  hatred 
they  bore  the  Corinthians.    The  Messenians,  too,  as  they  are 
now  called,  at  Naupactus,  and  also  from  Pylus,  which  was  then 
held  by  the  Athenians,  were  taken  to  tiie  war.     Moreover, 
some  few  Megarean  exiles,  owing  to  their  misfortune,  were 
fighting  against  the  Selinuntines,  who  were  Megareans.     Of 
the  rest  the  service  was  now  more  c^  a  voluntary  nature. 
For  it  was  not  so  much  on  account  of  their  alliance,  as  out  of 
hatred  for  the  Lacedaemonians,  and  for  their  own  individual 
advantage  at  the  mom^it,  that  the  Argives  followed  in  com- 
pany of  the  Ionian  Athenians  to  fight  as  Dorians  against  Do- 
rians.   While  the  Mantineens,  and  other  mercenaries  from 
Arcadia,  went  as  being  accustomed  to  go  against  the  enemies 
who  at  any  time  were  pointed  out  to  them ;  and  thought,  for 
the  sake  of  gain,  that  the  Arcadians,  who  at  that  time  came 
with  the  Corinthians,  were  no  less  than  others  their  foes. 
The  Cretans  and  JBtolians  also  came  for  consideration  of  pay ; 

^  KaravTiKpv,']  Such  is  perhaps  the  fi>roe  of  the  word,  in  the  absence  of 
any  instance  m  which  Thncjdides  uses  it  for  uvriKfwc.  Otherwise  the 
meaning  of  ^^  absolute"  or  '<  downright  Bodotians,"  would  suit  the  passage 
much  better,  as  distinguishing  between  the  Platseaas  who  actually  lived 
in  the  country,  and  those  before  mentioned  who  were  only  colonies  firom  it* 
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and  it  happened  in  tlie  case  of  the  Cretans,  that  althongh  they 
had  joined  the  Rhodians  in  founding  Gela,  they  now  came,  not 
with  their  colonists,  but  against  them-^not  by  choice,  but  for 
pay.  There  were  also  some  Acamanians  who  served  as  aux- 
iliaries, partly  from  motives  of  interest,  but  mainly  as  being 
alhes,  through  their  friendship  with  Demosthenes,  and  tiieir 
good-will  toward  the  Athenians.  These,  then,  were  within 
the  boundary  of  the  Ionian  gulf.  ^  Of  the  Italiots,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  Thurians  and  Metapontines,  as  th^  had  been  over- 
taken by  such  necessities  at  that  time,  owing  to  those  seasons 
of  facticm,  joined  in  the  expedition ;  and  of  the  Siceliots,  the 
Naxians  and  Gatanians.  Of  barbarians,  there  were  the  Seges- 
tans,  who  indeed  invited  them  to  their  aid,  with  the  greater 
part  of  the  Sicels ;  and  of  those  out  of  Sicily,  some  of  the 
Tyrrhenians,  on  account  of  a  quarrel  with  tiie  Syracusans, 
and  some  lapygian  mercenaries.  Such  and  so  many  were  the 
nations  that  were  serving  with  the  Athenians. 

58.  To  the  aid  of  the  Syracusans,  on  the  other  hand,  came 
the  Gamarinaeans,  who  lived  on  their  borders;  the  Geloans, 
who  lived  next  to  them ;  and  then  (for  the  Acragantines  were 
neutral)  the  Selinuntines,  who  were  situated  on  the  further 
side  of  the  island.  These  occupied  the  part  of  Sicily  opposite 
to  Libya,  but  the  Himeraeans  the  side  toward  the  Tyrrheniaa 
sea,  in  which  they  are  the  only  Greek  inhabitants,  and  from 
which  they  were  the  only  auxiliaries  of  the  Syracusans.  Such 
then  were  the  Grecian  communities  in  Sicily  that  joined  in  the 
war,  being  all  Dorians  and  independent.  Of  the  barbarians, 
there  were  the  Sicels  alone,  such  of  them  as  had  not  gone  over 
to  the  Athenians.  Of  the  Greeks  beyond  the  limits  of  Sidlyy 
there  were  the  Lacedaemonians,  who  supplied  a  Spartan  leader, 
while  the  rest  of  the  troops  were  Neodamodes  and  Helots ;  (the 
term  Neodamode  being  now  equivalent  to  free ;)  the  Gorinth- 
ians,  who  alone  c^  all  &  allies  joined  with  both  sea  and  land 
forces ;  the  Leucadians,  fdso,  and  Ambraciots,  for  the  sake  of^ 
their  connection  with  them ;  while  mercenaries  were  sent  from 
Arcadia  by  the  Gorinthians,  and  some  Sicyonians,  who  were 
pressed  into  the  service.      From  beyond   the    Peloponnese, 

*  T0  ^lovtcfi  koXtt^  Spi^ofievoiJ  «.  c,  who  were  separated  by. that  sea 
from  the  Greeks  of  Sicily  and  Italy.  Compare  VI.  13,  rot)f  /itif  St/ce-- 
^lUTOc,  olarrep  vvv  SpoiCy  XP^H^^C  ^P^  V/^Ct  oi  fiefnrrolgf  r^  Tt  'lovt^ 
IcOnTTW,  K,  r.  X 

21* 
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some  Boeotiaiis  joined  them.  Compared,  however,  with  these 
who  came  as  auxiliaries,  the  Siceliots  themselves  supphed 
larger  nmnbers  in  every  branch  of  the  service,  inasmuch  as 
they  were  powerftd  states ;  for  numerous  heavy-armed,  ships, 
and  horses,  and  an  abundant  crowd  *  besides,  were  collected  by 
theuL  And  compared,  again,  with  all  the  rest  put  together,  as 
one  may  say,  the  Syracusans  by  themselves  furnished  more 
numerous  levies,  botn  from  the  greatness  of  their  city,  and 
because  they  were  in  the  greatest  peril. 

59.  Such  were  the  auxiliaries  collected  on  either  side,  which, 
by  this  time,  had  all  joined  both  parties,  and  ihere  were  no 
subsequent  additions  to  either. 

The  Syracusans  and  their  allies,  then,  re^usonably  conceived 
that  it  would  be  a  glorious  prize  for  them,  after  their  reoent 
victory  in  the  sea-fight,  to  capture  the  whole  armament  of  the 
Athenians,  great  as  it  was,  and  not  to  let  them  escape  either 
way,  neither  by  sea  nor  land.  They  began  therefore  imme- 
diately to  close  up  the  great  harbor,  the  mouth  of  which  was 
about  eight  stades  across,  with  triremes  ranged  broadside,  and 
merchant-vessels,  and  boats,  mooring  them  with  anchors;  while 
they  prepared  every  thing  else,  in  case  the  Athenians  should 
still  have  courage  for  a  sea^ght,  and  entertained  no  small  de^ 
signs  with  regiml  to  any  thing. 

60.  The  Athenians,  seeing  them  closing  up  the  harbor,  and 
having  received  intelligence  of  their  other  plans,  thought  it 
necessary  to  hold  a  council.  AccOTdingly  the  generals  and  the 
Taxiarchs  assembled  to  deliberate  on  their  difficulties,  arising 
both  from  other  causes,  and  especially  because  they  had  nether 
any  more  provisions  for  their  immediate  use  (for,  thinking 
that  they  were  going  to  sail  away,  they  had  sent  before  to 
Catana,  and  commanded  them  to  bring  them  no  longer),  nor 
were  likely  to  have  them  in  future,  unless  they  should  gain 
the  command  of  the  sea.  They  determined  therefore  to 
evacuate  the  upper  part  of  their  lines,  and  having  inclosed 
with  a  cross  wall  just  by  the  ships  the  least  space  that  could 
be  sufficient  to  hold  their  stores  and  their  sick,  to  garriscm 
that,  while  with  the  rest  of  their  troops,  making  every  one  go 
on  board,  they  manned  all  their  ships,  both  such  as  were 
sound  and  such  as  were  less  fit  for  service ;  and  after  a  naval 
engagement,  if  they  were  victorious,  to  proceed  to  Catana; 

»  5fti?x>c,']  i.  c,  of  light-armed  irregulars. 
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but  if  not,  to  bum  th^r  ships,  throw  themselres  into  line,  and 
retreat  by  land,  in  whatever  direction  they  would  soonest 
reach  some  friendly  town,  whether  barbarian  or  Grecian. 
They,  then,  having  resolved  on  these  things,  acted  accordmgly ; 
for  they  ffraduaUy  descended  from  their  upper  lines,  and 
manned  au  their  diips,  having  compelled  to  go  on  board  who- 
ever, even  in  any  degree,  seemed  of  age  for  rendering  service. 
Thus  they  were  manned  in  all  about  a  hundred  and  ten  ships ; 
on  board  which  they  embariced  a  large  number  of  bow-men  and 
dartmen,  taken  from  the  Acamanian  and  other  mercenaries, 
and  provided  every  thing  else,  as  far  as  it  was  possible  for  them, 
when  acting  upon  a  plan  which  necessity  alone  dictated,  such 
as  the  presents  When  most  things  were  in  readiness,  Nicias, 
seeing  tiie  soldiers  disheartened  by  their  decided  defeat  at  sea, 
and  wishing,  in  consequence  of  the  scarcity  of  provisions,  to 
hazard  a  fi^l  battle  as  speedily  as  possible,  assembled  them, 
and  on  that  occasion*  addressed  them  all  together  first,  and 
spoke  as  follows: 

61.  ^^  Soldiers  of  t^e  Athenians,  and  of  the  other  allies,  the 
coming  stru^le  will  be  common  alike  to  all — ^for  the  safety  and 
country  of  each  of  us,  no  less  than  of  the  enemy ;  since  if 
we  now  g^n  a  victory  with  our  fleet,  each  one  may  see  his 
native  city  again,  wherever  it  may  be.  Nor  should  you  be 
disheartened,  or  feel  like  the  most  inexperienced  of  men,  who, 
after  failing  in  their  first  attempts,  ever  after  have  the  antici- 
pation of  meir  fear  taking  the  color  of  their  disasters.  But  as 
many  of  you  here  as  are  Athenians,  having  already  had  ex- 
perience in  many  wars,  aud  all  the  allies  who  have  ever 
joined  us  in  our  expeditions,  remember  the  unexpected  results 
that  occur  in  warfare ;  and  make  your  preparations  with  a  hope 
that  fortune  may  at  length  side  with  im,  and  with  a  de- 
termination to  renew  the  conflict  in  a  manner  worthy  of  your 
numbers,  which  you  see  yourselves  to  be  so  great. 

62.  "  Now  whatever  we  saw  likely  to  be  serviceable  against 
the  confined  space  pf  the  harbpr,  with  reference  to  the  crowd 

*  irapeKtXevaaTo  Tore  Trpurov."]  I  have  retained  the  old  reading  totCj 
though  all  the  editors  have  ohanged  it  into  re,  because  I  thmk  it  is  bj  no 
means  inexpressive,  if  taken  with  npurov;  the  two  words  being  intend- 
'  od,  in  my  opinion,  to  make  a  marked  distinction  between  the  speech  ad- 
dressed  by  Nicias  ''  on  that  first  occasion,'*  to  all  the  troops  together,  and 
that  which  he  afterward  addressed  to  the  trierarchs  by  themselves.  See 
ch.  69.  2,  aidig  ruv  Tpirjpdpxav  iva  iKoarov  uveKaXei,  k,  t,  X. 
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of  ^ip8  thai  there  will  be,  and  the  en^ny's  troops  upcm  their 
decks,  from  which  we  suff^^red  before,  every  thmg  has  now 
been  lo6ked  to  and  prepared  by  ns  also,  as  &r  as  present  cir- 
cumstances would  allow,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  masters 
oi  our  vessels.  For  great  numbers  of  bowmen  and  dartmen 
will  go  on  board,  and  a  multitude  such  as  we  should  not  have 
used  had  we  been  fighting  in  the  open  sea,  as  it  would  have 
interfered  with  the  display  of  our  skill  through  the  weight  of  our 
ships;  but  in  the  present  land-Jiff ht  which  we  are  compelled 
to  make  on  board  our  ships,  these  tilings  will  be  of  service. 
We  have  also  ascertained  the  different  ways  in  which  we  must 
adapt  the  structure  oi  our  vessels  for  opposing  theirs,  and  es- 
pecially against  the  stoutness  of  their  cheeks,  from  which  we 
received  most  damage,  we  have  provided  gram)ling-iron8, 
which  will  prevent  the  ship's  retiring'  again  after  it  has  once 
charged,  if  the  soldiers  on  board  them  do  their  duty.  For  to 
this  necessity  are  we  reduced,  that  we  must  maintain  a  land- 
%ht  on  board  our  fleet ;  and  it  seems  to  be  our  interest  nei- 
ther to  retire  ourselves,  nor  to  suffer  them  to  do  it ;  e«)ecially  as 
the  shore,  except  so  £itr  as  our  tro<^  occupy  it,  is  in  pos- 
session of  the  ^lemv. 

63.  ^^  Remembenng  this,  then,  you  must  fight  on  as  long  as 
you  can,  and  not  be  driven  to  land,  but  determine,  when  one 
ship  has  closed  with  another,  not  to  separate  before  you  have 
swept  off  the  soldiers  from  your  enemy's  deck.  And  this  ex- 
hortation I  offer  to  the  soldiers  not  less  than  to  the  sailors,  in- 
asmuch as  this  work  belongs  more  to  those  upon  deck.  And 
we  have  still  even  now  a  general  superiority  with  our  troops. 
On  the  oUier  hand,  I  advise  the  seamen,  and  entreiU;  them  too 
at  the  same  time,  not  to  be  too  much  dismayed  by  their  mis- 
fortunes, as  we  have  now  superior  resources  on  our  decks,  and 
a  larger  number  of  ships.  Consider,  too,  how  well  wortJi  pre- 
serving is  that  pleasure  enjoyed  by  those  of  you,  who,  being 
hitherto  considered  as  Athenians,  even  though  you  are  not, 
from  your  knowledge  of  our  language  and  your  imitation  of 
our  customs,  were  respected  through  Greece,  and  enjoyed  no 
less  a  share  of  our  empire  as  re^rded  the  benefits  you  de- 
rived from  it,  and  a  far  greater  share  as  regards  being  feared 
by  our  subjects,  and  being  secured  from  injuries.    Since  then 

'  TT^v  naktv  dKaKpovoiVy"]  i.  c,  retiring  in  order  to  gain  the  momentum 
required  for  a  fresh  attack.    See  note  on  ch.  36. 
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\ou  alone,  as  free  men,  share  our  empire  with  us,  abstain,  as 
;^ust  men,  from  now  utterly  betraying  it  And  vnih  contempt 
for  Corinthians,  whom  you  have  often  conquered,  and  for  Si- 
celiots,  none  of  whom  presumed,  while  our  iieet  was  in  fine  con> 
diticm,  so  much  as  to  stand  up  i^ainst  us,  repel  them,  and  show 
ihaiy  ev«n  when  attended  by  weakness  and  misfortunes,  your 
fikili  is  superior  to  the  fortunate  strength  of  any  others. 

64.  "  Those  of  you,  again,  who  are  Athenians,  I  must  re- 
mind of  this  also,  that  you  left  behind  you  no  more  such  ships 
in  your  docks,  nor  so  fine  a  body  of  heavy-armed  troops ;  and 
that  if  any  thing  else  befall  you  but  victory,  your  enemies  here 
will  immediately  sail  thither,  and  those  of  our  countrymen 
who  are  left  behind  there  will  be  unable  to  defend  themselves 
against  both  their  opponents  on  the  spot  and  those  who  will . 
join  them ;  and  tbus  at  the  same  time  you  who  are  here  will 
be  at  the  mercy  of  the  Syracusans  (and  you  know  with  what 
feelings  you  came  against  them^,  and  those  who  are  there  at 
home  at  that  of  the  Lacedaemomans.  Being  brought  then  to 
this  one  struggle  for  both  parties,  fight  bravely  now,  if  you  ever 
did ;  and  reflect,  both  individually  and  collectively,  that  those 
of  you  who  will  now  be  on  board  your  ships  represent  both  the 
army  and  the  navy  of  the  Athenians,  all  that  is  left  of  your 
country,  and  the  great  name  of  Athens :  in  behalf  of  which, 
whatever  be  the  point  in  which  one  man  excels  another,  either 
in  science  or  courage,  on  no  other  occasion  could  he  better 
display  it,  so  as  both  to  benefit  himself  and  to  contribute  to  the 
preservation  of  all." 

65.  Nicias  delivered  this  exhortation  to  them,  and  immedi^ 
ately  conimanded  them  to  man  the  ships.  Gylippus  and  the 
Syracusans,  on  the  other  hand,  were  able  to  perceive,  from  the 
sight  of  their  very  preparations,  that  the  Athenians  were 
about  to  engage  them  at  sea,  and  the  device  of  throwing  the 
grappling-irons  had  also  been  previously  reported  to  them. 
They  prepared  themselves  therefore  on  all  other  points  severally, 
and  on  this  also;  for  they  covered  over  with  hides  their  prows 
and  a  considerable  space  of  the  upper  part  of  the  vessel,  so 
that  the  grapple,  when  thrown,  might  slip  ofi^,  and  not  obtain 
any  hold  on  them.  And  now,  when  every  thing  was  ready, 
their  generals,  together  with  Gylippus,  exhorted  them  by  speak- 
ing as  follows : 

66.  "That  our  former  achievements  have  been  glorious  ones^ 
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Syracusans  and  allies,  and  that  this  struggle  will  he  foe  glo- 
rioufl  results  in  future^  most  of  you  se^n  to  us  to  he  aware 
(for  you  would  not  else  have  devoted  yourselves  so  eagerly  to 
it),  and  if  any  one  is  not  as  sensible  of  it  as  he  ought  to 
he,  we  will  prove  it  to  him.  For  when  the  Athenians  had  come 
to  this  country,  for  the  subjugation  of  Sicily  in  the  first  place, 
and  then,  if  iLey  succeeded,  ior  that  of  the  Peloponnese  also, 
and  the  r«st  of  Greece ;  and  wh^i  they  possessed  the  largest 
empire  enjoyed  hitherto,  either  by  Greeks  of  former  times  or 
of  the  present,  you  were  the  first  men  in  the  world  who  with- 
stood their  navy  with  which  they  had  borne  down  every 
thing,  and  have  already  conquered  them  in  some  sea-^ghts, 
and  will  now,  in  all  probability,  conquer  th^n  in  this.  For 
.  when  men  have  been  put  down  in  that  in  which  they  claim  to 
excel,  their  opinion  of  themselves  in  future  is  fax  lower  than  if 
they  had  never  entertained  such  an  idea  at  first;  and  £uling 
through  the  disappointment  of  their  boasting,  they  give  way 
even  beyond  the  d^ree  of  their  power.  And  such,  probably, 
is  now  the  feehng  of  the  Athenians. 

6*7.  "But  in  our  case,  both  the  opinion  we  entertained  be- 
fore, and  with  which,  even  while  we  were  yet  unddllful,  we 
were  full  of  daring,  has  now  been  confirmed;  and  from  the 
addition  to  it  of  the  thought  that  we  must  be  the  best  seam^oi 
in  the  world,  since  we  Imve  conquered  the  best,  each  man's 
hope  is  doubled.  And,  generally  speaking,  it  is  the  greatest 
hope  that  supplies  also  the  greatest  spirit  for  undertaking& 
Again,  those  points  in  which  they  are  imitatii^  our  equip- 
ments are  familiar  to  our  habits,  and  we  ^all  not  be 
awkward  at  each  of  them:^  whereas,  on  their  side,  wl^n 
many  soldiers  are  on  their  decks  contrary  to  their  custom,  and 
many  dartmen,  mere  land-lubbers^  (so  to  speak),  Acar- 
nanians  and  others,  have  gone  on  board  their  ships,  who  will 
not  so  much  as  know  how  to  discharge  their  weap<^s  while 

1  dvapfioiTToiA  or,  as  others  take  it,  "  unprepared  against  each  of  them." 

2  x^f^f^^oi.']  I  have  ventured  to  use  a  rather  slang  term,  because  the 
qualifying  expression,  cjf  eiweiv,  which  is  added  in  the  original,  seems 
to  imply  that  xepccUoi  was  employed  by  him  with  a  similar  meaning  ot 
reproach.  The  meaning  of  a(f>uXX(j,  as  used  just  below,  seems  borrowed 
from  the  unsteady  reeling  motion  of  an  intoxicated  person ;  the  simile 
used  by  the  Psalmist  with  reference  to  mariners  tossed  in  the  storm, 
"they  reel  to  and  fro,  and  stagger  like  a  drunken  man,  and  are  at  their 
wits'  end."    Or  it  may  mean  to  "  embarrass." 
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stationary,  how  can  they  avoid  swaying  the  ships,  and  falling 
all  into  confusion  among  themselves,  by  not  moving  accord- 
ing to  their  own  fashion  ?  For  neither  will  they  derive  any 
benefit  from  the  superior  number  of  their  ships  (if  any  of  you 
be  afraid  of  this,  I  mean  the  idea  of  his  not  going  to  %ht  them 
with  an  equal  number) ;  for  many  ship  in  a  small  space  will 
be  less  effective  for  executing  any  of  the  movements  they  may 
wish,  while  they  are  most  liable  to  be  injured  by  our  prep- 
arations. On  the  contrary,  be  assured  of  this,  which  is  most  < 
true,  according  to  the  certain  information  which  we  believe 
we  have  received.  It  is  through  the  excess  of  their  misenea, 
and  from  being  forced  to  it  by  their  present  distress,  that  they 
are  induced  to  make  a  de[^)erate  effort;  not  so  much  from 
confidence  in  their  resources,  as  from  hazarding  a  chance,  in 
whatever  way  they  can,  that  they  may  either  force  their  pass- 
age and  sail  outy  or  liierward  retreat  by  land ;  since,  at  any 
rate,  they  could  not  fiire  worse  than  at  present 

68.  **  To  avail  yourselves  then  of  such  confusion,  and  of  the 
very  fortune  of  our  bitterest  enemies,  which  has  betrayed  itself, 
let  us  close  with  them  in  wrath,  and.  consider  that  the  feeling 
of  those  men  is  most  lawful,  with  regard  to  their  enemies,  who 
determine,  when  taking  vengeance  on  their  aggressor,  to  glut 
the  animosity  of  their  heart :  and  that  we  too  shall  have  an 
opportunity  of  avenging  ourselves  on  our  foes — the  very  thing 
which  is  every  where  said  to  be  most  sweet  For  that  they  are 
our  foes,  and  our  bitterest  foes,  you  all  know ;  inasmuch  as 
they  came  against  our  country  to  enslave  it,  and  if  they  had 
succeeded,  would  have  imposed  on  our  men  all  that  was  most 
painful ;  on  our  children  and  wives  all  that  is  most  dishonorable ; 
and  on  our  whole  country  the  title  which  is  most  degrading. 
Wherefore  no  one  ought  to  relent,  or  deem  it  gain  that  they 
should  merely  go  away  without  danger  to  us.  For  that  they 
will  do  just  the  same,  even  if  they  gain  the  victonr.  But  that, 
through  our  succeeding  (as  we  probably  shall  do)  m  our  wishes, 
these  men  should  be  punished,  and  should  leave  a  more  secure 
liberty  for  the  whole  of  Sicily,  which  even  before  enjoyed  that 
blessing ;  this  is  a  glorious  object  to  contend  for.  And  of  all 
hazards  those  are  most  rare,  which,  while  they  cause  least  harm 
by  &ilure,  confer  most  advantage  by  success." 

69.  The  Syracusan  commanders  and  Gylippus  having  in 
their  turn  thus  exhorted  their  men,  immediately  manned  the 
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ships  on  their  side  also,  since  they  saw  that  the  Athenians 
were  doing  it  Nicias,  on  the  other  hand,  being  dismayed  at 
the  present  circumstances  of  himself  and  his  colleagues,  and 
seeing  how  great  and  how  close  at  hand  now  their  peril  was, 
since  they  were  idl  but  on  the  point  of  putting  out ;  consider- 
ing, too  (as  men  usually  feel  in  great  ema-g^des),  that  in  deed 
every  thing  fell  short  of  what  they  would  have  it,  while  in 
word  enoi^  had  not  yet  been  said  by  them  ;  again  called  to 
him  each  one  of  the  Trierarchs,  addressing  them  severally  by 
their  father's  name,  their  own,  and  that  of  their  tribe ;  beg- 
ging each  one  "vdu)  enjoyed  any  previous  distinction,  from 
personal  c(»isiderations  not  to  saerince  it,  nor  to  obscure  those 
hereditary  virtues  for  which  his  fore&thers  were  illustrious; 
reminding  them  too  of  their  country — the  most  free  one  in 
the  world — and  the  power,  subject  to  no  man's  dictation,  which 
all  enjoyed  in  it  with  regard  to  their  mode  of  life ;  mentioning 
other  things  also,  such  as  men  would  say  at  a  time  now  so 
critical,  not  guarding  against  being  thought  by  any  one  to 
bring  fbrward  old  and  hackneyed  topics,  and  such  as  are  ad- 
vanced in  all  cases  alike,. about  men's  wives  and  children  and 
country's  gods,  but  loudly  appealing  to  them,  because  they 
think  they  may  be  of  service  in  we  present  consternation. 
Thus  he,  thinking  that  he  had  addressed  to  them  an  exhort- 
Btioa  which  was  not  so  much  a  satisfactory  one,  as  one  that  he 
was  compelled  to  be  content  with,  went  away  from  them,  and 
led  the  troops  down  to  the  beach,  and  ranged  them  over  as 
large  a  space  as  he  could,  that  the  greatest  possible  assistance 
might  be  given  to  those  on  board  toward  keeping  up  their 
spirits*  Demosthenes,  Menander,  and  Euthydemus,  who  went 
on  board  the  Athenian  fleet  to  take  the  command,  put  out 
irom  their  own  station,  and  inunediately  sailed  to  the  bar  at 
the  mouth  of  the  harbor,  and  the  passage  through  it  which 
had  been  closed  i^,^  wishing  to  force  theur  way  to  the  outside. 

1  rdv  fTTopaAe/^evraf  duKnXow.']  As  some  correction  of  this  reading 
seems  necessary,  I  have  preferred  that  which  is  adopted  by  Arnold, 
Karalrii^evTa,  to  that  which  Bekker  proposes,  'Tr€pi?.ei<f>6ivTa :  because  it 
seems  &r  more  probable  from  the  next  chapter  that  no  passage  at  all 
was  left  by  the  Syracusans.  If  there  had  been,  why  should  the  Athc 
niana,  when  they  had  defeated  the  squadron  at  the  harbor*s  mouth,  have 
attempted  to  break  the  festenings  of  the  vessels  which  formed  the  bar 
(sec.  2),  instead  of  sailing  out  at  once,  as  some  of  them  probably  would 
hftve  done,  nnder  their  present  circumstances,  if  the  passage  had  been 
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70.  The  Syracusans  and  their  allies,  having  previously  put 
out  with  pretty  nearly  the  same  number  of  snips  as  before, 
proceeded  to  keep  guud  with  part  of  them  at  the  passage  out, 
and  also  round  the  circumference  of  the  whole  harbor,  that 
they  might  fsdl  upon  the  Athenians  on  all  sides  at  once,  while 
their  troops  also  at  the  same  time  came  to  their  aid  at  what^ 
ever  part  their  vessels  might  put  in  to  shores  The  conunanders 
of  the  Syracusan  fleet  were  Sicanus  and  Agatharchus,  each 
occupying  a  wing  ci  the  whole  force,  with  Pythen  and  the 
Corinthiims  in  the  center.  When  the  Athenians  came  up  to 
file  bar,  in  the  first  rush  with  which  they  charged  they  got  the 
better  of  the  ships  posted  at  it,  and  endeavored  to  break  the 
&stenings.  A^rwuxl,  when  the  Syracusans  and  their  allies 
bore  down  upon  them  from  all  quarters,  the  engagement  was 
going  on  no  longer  at  the  bar  alone,  but  over  the  harbor 
also;  and  an  obstinate  one  it  was,  such  as  none  of  the 
previous  ones  had  been.  For  great  eagerness  for  the  attack 
was  exhibited  by  the  seamen  on  both  sides,  when  the  com- 
mand was  given ;  and  there  was  much  counter*maneuvering 
on  the  part  of  the  masters,  and  rivalry  with  each  other ;  while 
the  soldiers  on  board  exerted  themselves,  when  vessel  came-in 
collision  with  vessel,  that  the  operations  on  deck  might  not 
&11  shiMTt  of  the  sldll  shown  by  others.  Indeed  every  one, 
whatever  the  duty  assigned  him,  made  every  e£brt  that  he 
might  himself  in  each  case  af^)ear  the  best  man.  And  as  a 
great  number  of  ships  were  engaged  in  a  small  ccmipaas  (for 
indeed  they  were  the  largest  fleets  fighting  in  the  narrowest 
space  that  had  ever  been  known,  since  bow  ei  them  together 
fell  little  short  of  two  hundred),  the  attacks  made  wiw  the 
beaks  were  few,  as  there  were  no  means  of  backing  water,  or 
cutting  through  the  enemy's  line ;  but  chance  collisions  were 
more  fi^u^it,  just  as  one  ship  rmglxt  happen  to  run  into 
another,  either  in  flying  from  or  attadang  a  second.  So  Icmg 
as  a  vessel  was  coming  up  to  the  charge,  those  on  her  decl^ 
plied  tiieir  javehns,  arrows  and  stones  in  abundance  against 
her ;  but  when  they  came  to  close  quarters,  the  heavy- 
open  for  them.  Bloomfield  indeed  thinks  that  the  mere  fact  of  a  Syra* 
cusan  sqnadron  having  been  posted  near  the  month  of  the  harbor  proves 
that  there  most  have  been  an  opening  left.  But  surely  this  is  a  v^y 
weak  proof;  foe  knowing  as  they  did  that  the  Athenians  would  break 
down  the  bar  if  they  possibly  could,  it  was  a  very  natural  precaution  to 
defend  it  with  a  division  of  theu:  fleet. 
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anned  marines,  fighting  liand  to  hand,  endeavored  to  board 
each  other^s  ships.  In  many  cases  too  it  happened,  through 
want  of  room,  Ihat  on  one  side  they  were  chafing  an  enemy, 
and  on  the  other  were  being  charged  themselyes,  and  that 
two  ships,  and  sometimes  even  more,  were  by  compulsicm  en- 
tangled round  one.  And  thus  the  masters  had  to  guard 
against  some,  and  to  concert  measures  against  others — not  one 
thing  at  a  time,  but  many  things  on  every  side — ^while  the 
great  din  from  such  a  number  of  ships  ccmiing  into  collision 
both  spread  dismay  and  {»^vented  their  hearing  what  the  boat- 
swains said.  For  many  were  the  orders  given  and  the  shouts 
raised  by  those  officers  on  each  side,  both  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duty,  and  from  their  present  eagerness  fi»r  the  batde : 
while  they  cried  out  to  the  Athenians,  ^  to  force  the  passage, 
and  now,  if  ever  they  meant  to  do  it  herei^r,  to  exert  them- 
selves heartily  £or  a  safe  return  to  their  country ;"  and  to  the 
Syracusans  and  their  allies,  ^that  it  would  be  a  glortous 
achievement  for  them  to  prevent  the  enemy's  esc^,  and  by 
gaining  the  victory  to  confer  honor  on  their  respective  coun- 
tries." The  commanders,  moreover,  on  each  side,  if  they 
saw  any  captain  in  any  part  unneoesaarily  rowing  astern, 
called  out  to  him  by  name  and  asloed  him,  on  the  side  of  the 
Athenians,  '^  whether  they  were  retreating  because  they  con- 
sidered the  land,  which  was  in  the  possession  of  their  bitterest 
enemies,  as  more  th^  own  than  the  sea,  which  had  been  won 
with  no  small  trouUe  ?"  on  that  of  the  Syracusans,  '^  whether 
they  were  themselves  flying  from  the  flying  Athenians,  whom 
they  knew  for  certain  to  be  anxious  to  escape  from  them  in 
any  way  whatevw?" 

71.  The  troops  on  shore  too,  on  both  sides,  when  the  sea^ 
fight  was  so  equally  balanced,  suffered  a  great  agony  and  con- 
flict of  feelings;  those  of  the  country  being  ambitious  now  of 
still  greater  honor,  while  their  invaders  were  afraid  of  fiiring 
even  wane  than  at  present  For,  since  the  Athenians'  all  was 
staked  on  their  fleet,  their  fear  for  the  future  was  like  none 
they  had  ever  felt  before ;  and  from  the  unequal  nature  of  the 
engagement  they  were  also  compelled  to  have  an  unequal  view 
of  it  from  the  beach.  For  as  the  spectacle'  was  near  at  hand, 
and  as  they  did  not  all  look  at  the  same  part  at  once,  if  any 
saw  their  own  men  victorious  in  any  quarter,  they  would  be 
encouraged,  and  turn  to  caUing  on  the  gods  not  to  deprive 
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them  of  safety ;  while  those  who  looked  on  the  part  that  was 
being  beaten,  uttered  lamentations  at  the  same  time  as  cries, 
and  from  the  sight  they  had  of  what  was  going  on,  expressed 
their  feelings  more  than  those  engaged  in  &e  action.  Others, 
again,  looking  on  a  doubtful  point  of  the  ^igagement,  in  con- 
sequence of  me  indecisive  continuance  of  the  conflict,  in  their 
excessive  fear  made  gestures  with  their  very  bodies,  cor- 
respo»iing  with  their  thoughts,  and  continued  in  the  most  dis- 
tressing state,  for  they  were  constantly  within  a  little  of 
escaping,  or  of  being  destroyed.  And  thus  among  the  troops 
of  the  Athenians,  as  long  as  they  were  fighting  at  sea  on 
equal  terms,  every  sound  might  be  heard  at  once,  wailing, 
shouting,  "  tiiey  conquer,"  "  they  are  conquered,"  and  all  the 
other  various  exclamations  which  a  great  armament  in  great 
peril  would  be  constrained  to  utt^ — ^very  much  in  the  same 
way  as  th^r  men  on  board  their  ships  were  affected — until  at 
length,  after  the  battle  had  continued  for  a  kmg  time,  the 
Syracusans  and  their  allies  routed  the  Athenians,  and  pressing 
on  them  in  a  decisive  manner,  with  much  shouting  and  cheer- 
ing of  each  other  on,  pursued  them  to  the  shore.  Then  the 
sea  forces,  as  many  as  were  not  taken  afloat,  put  into  the  land 
at  different  parts, and  rushed  from  on  board  to  the  camp: 
while  the  army,  no  longer  with  any  different  feelings,  but  all 
on  one  impulse,  lamenting  and  groaning,  deplored  the  event, 
and  proceeded,  some  to  succor  the  ships,  others  to  guard  what 
remained  of  their  wall ;  while  others,  and  those  the  greatest 
part,  began  now  to  think  of  themselves,  and  how  they  should 
best  provide  for  their  own  preservation.  Indeed  their  (usmay  at 
the  moment  had  been  exceeded  by  none  of  all  they  had  ever 
felt  And  they  now  experienced  pretty  nearly  what  they  had 
themselves  inflicted  at  I^lus :  for  by  the  Lacedaemonians'  losing 
their  ships,  their  men  who  had  crossed  over  into  the  island 
were  lost  to  them  besides :  and  at  this  time  for  the  Athenians 
to  escape  by  land  was  hopeless,  unless  something  beyond  all 
expectation  should  occur. 

12,  After  the  battle  had  been  thus  obstinately  disputed,  and 
many  ships  and  men  destroyed  on  both  sides,  the  Syracusans 
and  allies,  having  gained  the  victory,^  took  up  their  wrecks 
and  dead,  and  tSen  sailed  away  to  the  city,  and  erected  a 
trophy.  The  Athenians,  from  the  extent  of  their  present 
misery,  did  not  so  much  as  think  about  their  dead  or  their 
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wrecks,  or  of  afiking  penniasion  to  take  them  up,  but  wished 
to  retreat  immediately  during  the  night.  Demosthenes,  how- 
ever, went  to  Nicias,  and  expressed  it  as  his  opinion  that  they 
should  still  man  their  remaining  i^ps,  and  force  their  passage 
out,  if  they  could,  in  the  morning ;  alleging  that  they  still  had 
left  more  ships  fit  for  service  than  the  enen^-;  for  the  Athe- 
nians .had  about  sixty  remaining,  while  their  adversaries  had 
]ess  than  fifty.  But  when  Nicuis  agreed  with  this  opini<m, 
and  they  wianed  to  man  them,  the  seamen  would  not  embark, 
through  being  dismayed  at  their  defeat,  and  thinking  that  they 
could  not  now  gain  a  victory.  And  so  they  all  now  made  up 
their  minds  to  retreat  by  land. 

73.  But  Hermocrates  the  ^yracusan,  suspecting  their  pur* 
pose,  and  thinking  that  it  would  be  a  dreadful  thing,  if  so  huge 
a  force,  after  retreating  by  land  and  settling  any  where  in  Sicily, 
should  choose  again  to  carry  on  the  war  with  them,  went  to 
the  authorities,  and  explained  to  them  that  they  ought  not  to 
suffer  them  to  retreat  during  the  night  (stating  what  he  him- 
self ^  thought),  but  that  all  uie  Syraouaans  and  allies  should  at 
once  go  out,  and  block  up  the  roads,  and  keep  guard  before- 
hand at  the  narrow  passes.  But  though  the  magistrates  also 
agreed  with  him  in  thinking  this,  no  less  than  himself  and 
were  of  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be  done,  yet  they  thought  that 
the  people,  in  tlwir  recent  joy  and  relaxation  after  the  labors 
of  a  great  sea-fight,  e^>ecially,  too,  as  it  was  a  time  of  feasting 
(for  they  happ^ied  to  celebrate  on  this  day  a  sacrifice  to  Her- 
cules), would  not  easily  be  induced  to  listen  to  them  ;  as  the 
majority,  from  excessive  gladness  at  their  victory,  had  &llen 
to  drinking  during  the  festival,  and  would,  they  expected, 
rather  obey  them  in  any  thing  than  in  taking  arms,  just  at 
present,  and  marching  out  When,  on  consideration  of  this, 
it  appeared  a  difficulty  to  the  magistrates,  and  Hermo(»ates 
could  not  then  prevail  upon  them  to  attempt  it,  he  afterward 
devised  the  following  scheme.  Being  afraid  that  the  Athe- 
nians might  get  the  start  of  them  by  quietly  passing  during 
the  night  the  most  difficult  points  <^  the  country,  he  sent  cer- 

^  a  Koi  a{fT<^  idoKei.]  I  see  no  reason  whatever  for  any  such  alteration 
of  aitT^  as  Bauer  and  Dobree  propose ;  as  the  words  evidently  refer  to 
the  fact  mentioned  at  the  beginning  of  the  chapter,  that  Hermocrates 
had  himself  suspected  (vnovo^oag  avTQv  Hjv  didvoLav)  what  he  Stated  to 
the  magistrates  as  the  design  of  the  Athenians. 
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tain  of  his  own  friends  witih  some  cavalry  to  the  Athenian 
eamp,  as  soon  as  it  grew  dark.  These,  riding  up  to  within 
hearings  and  calling  to  them  certain  indiyidnals,  as  though 
they  were  Mends  of  the  Athenians  (for  there  were  some  who 
sent  tidings  to  Nicias  of  what  passed  within  the  city)  desired 
them  to  tell  that  general  not  to  lead  off  his  army  by  night,  as 
the  Byracusans  were  guarding  the  roads ;  but  to  retire  leisurely 
by  day  after  making  Ms  preparations.  They  then,  after  deliver- 
ing this  message,  returned ;  while  those  who  heard  it  reported 
the  same  to  the  Athenian  generals. 

74.  They,  in  accordance  with  the  information,  stopped  for  the 
night,  considering  it  to  be  no  false  statement.  And  since  they 
had  not,  as  it  was,  set  out  immediately,  they  determined  to  re- 
main over  the  next  day  also,  that  the  soldiers  might  pack  up,  as 
well  as  ihey  could,  the  most  useftil  articles ;  and  thou^  ihej 
left  every  thing  else  behind,  to  take  with  them,  when  they 
started,  just  what  was  necessary  for  their  personal  support 
But  the  Syracusans  and  Gylippus  had  marched  out  before 
with  their  troops,  and  were  blocking  up  the  roads  through  the 
country  where  it  was  likely  the  Athenians  would  advance,  as 
well  as  guarding  the  passages  of  the  streams  and  rivers,  and 
posting  themselves  for  the  reception  of  the  army,  in  order  to 
stop  it  where  they  thought  best ;  while  with  their  ships  they 
sailed  to  those  of  the  Adienians,  and  towed  them  off  from  ike 
beaeh.  Some  few  indeed  the  Athenians  themselves  had  burnt, 
as  they  had  intended ;  but  the  rest  they  lashed  to  their  own  at 
their  leisure,  as  each  had  been  thrown  up  on  any  part  of  the 
beach,  and,  without  any  one  trying  to  «top  them,  conveyed 
them  to'tdie  city. 

15.  Aftw  this,  when  Nicias  and  Demosthenes  thought  they^ 
were  sufficiently  prepared,  the  removal  oi  the  army  took 
place,  on  ihe  tlurd  day  after  the  sea-fight  It  was  a  wretched 
sc^ie  then,  not  on  account  of  the  single  circumstance  alone,  that 
they  were  retreating  after  having  lost  all  their  ships,  and  while 
both  themselves  and  their  country  were  in  danger,  instead  of  be- 
ing in  high  hope ;  but  also  because,  on  leaving  their  camp,  every 
one  had  grievous  things  both  to  behold  with  his  eyes  and  to  feel 
in  his  heart  For  as  the  dead  lay  unburied,  and  any  one  saw 
a  Mend  on  the  ground,  he  was  struck  at  once  with  grief  and 
test.  And  the  Kving  who  were  being  left  behind,  wounded 
or  sick,  were  to  the  living  a  much  more  sorrowful  spectacle 
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than  the  dead,  and  more  piteous  than  those  who  had  perished. 
For  having  recourse  to  entreaties  and  wailings,  they  reduced 
them  to  utter  perplexity,  begging  to  be  taken  away,  and  ap- 
pealing to  each  individual  friend  or  relative  that  any  of  them 
might  any  where  see ;  or  hanging  on  their  comrades,  as  they 
were  now  going  away ;  or  following  as  £ir  as  they  could,  and 
when  in  any  case  the  strength  of  meir  body  failed,  not  being 
left  behind  without  many '  appeals  to  heaven  and  many  lamenta- 
tions. So  that  the  whole  army,  b^g  filled  with  tears  and 
distress  of  this  kind,  did  not  easily  get  away,  although  from 
an  enemy's  country,  and  althougn  they  had  both  suffered 
abeady  miseries  too  great  for  tears  to  express,  and  were  still 
afraid  for  the  future,  lest  they  might  suffer  more.  There  was 
also  among  them  much  dejection  and  depreciation  of  their 
own  strength.  For  they  resembled  nothing  but  a  city  starved 
out  and  attempting  to  escape ;  and  no  small  one  too,  for  of 
their  whole  multitude  there  were  not  less  than  forty  thou- 
sand on  the  march.  Of  these,  all  the  rest  took  whatever  each 
one  could  that  was  useful,  and  the  heavy-armed  and  cavalry 
themselves,  contrary  to  custom,  carried  their  own  food  under 
their  arms,  some  for  want  of  servants,  others  through  distrustr 
ing  them ;  for  they  had  for  a  long  time  been  deserting,  and 
did  so  in  greatest  numbers  at  that  moment.  And  even  what 
they  carried  was  not  sufficient ;  for  there  was  no  longer  any 
food  in  the  camp.  Nor,  again,  was  their  other  misery,  and 
their  equal  participation  in  sufferings  (though  it  affords  some 
alleviation  to  endure  with  others),  considered  even  on  that 
account  easy  to  bear  at  the  present  time ;  especially,  when 
they  reflected  from  what  splendor  and  boasting  at  first  they 
had  been  reduced  to  such  an  abject  termination.  For  this  was 
the  greatest  reverse  that  ever  befell  a  Grecian  army;  since, 
in  contrast  to  their  having  come  to  enslave  others,  they  had 
to  depart  in  fear  of  undergoing  that  themselves ;  and  instead 
of  prayers  and  hymns,  with  which  they  sailed  from  home,  they 
had  to  start  on  their  return  with  omens  the  very  contrary  of 
these ;  going  by  land,  instead  of  by  sea,  and  relpng  on  a  mili- 
tary rather  than  a  naval  force.    But  nevertheless,  in  conse- 

'  OiK  uvev  6Xiy(jv,]  Arnold  thinks  that  "  the  negative  must  be  twice 
repeated,"  as  if  it  were  ovk  dvev  oOk  dXlyav,  just  as  "  non  modo"  in  Latin 
is  used  instead  of  "  non  modo  non."  Or,  may  it  be  considered  as  a  con- 
fusion of  two  expressions,  viz.,  ovk  dvev  iroXXuv  and  fier'  ovk  dXlyav  f 
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quence  of  the  greatness  of  the  danger  still  impending,  all  these 
things  seemed  endurable  to  them. 

76.  Nicias,  seeing  the  army  dejected,  and  greatiy  changed, 
passed  along  the  ranks,  and  encom'aged  and  cheered  them,  as 
well  as  existing  circumstances  allowed ;  speaking  still  louder 
than  before,  as  he  severally  came  opposite  to  them,  in  the 
earnestness  of  his  feeling,  and  from  wishing  to  be  of  service 
to  them  by  making  himself  audible  to  as  many  as  possible. 

11.  "Still,  even  in  our  present  circumstances,  Athenians 
and  allies,  must  we  cherish  hope ;  lor  some  men  have,  ere  now, 
been  preserved  even  from  more  dreadful  circumstances  than 
these.  Nor  should  you  think  too  meanly  of  yourselves,  or 
yield  too  much  to  your  misfortunes  and  present  sufferings, 
which  are  bevond  your  desert.  For  my  own  part^  though  I 
am  not  supenor  to  any  of  you  in  strength  (for  you  see  what 
a  state  I  am  in  through  disease),  and  though  I  c<n)sider 
myself  to  be  second  to  none,  whether  in  my  private  life  or 
in  other  respects,  yet  now  I  am  exposed  to  every  danger, 
like  the  very  meanest.  And  yet  I  have  lived  with  much 
devotion,^  as  regards  the  gods,  and  much  justice  and  freedma 
from  reproach,  as  regards  men.  And  therefore  my  hope  is 
still  strong  for  the  future ;  and  my  calamities  do  not  terrify 
me,  so  much  as  they  might.  Nay,  they  may  perhaps  be  alle- 
viated; for  our  enemies  have  enjoyed  enough  good  fortune; 
and  if  we  displeased  any  of  the  gods  by  making  this  expedi- 
tion, we  have  already  been  suflSciently  punished  for  it.  Others 
also,  we  know,  have  ere  now  marched  against  their  neighbors ; 
and  after  acting  as  men  do,  have  suffered  what  they  could  en- 
dure. And  so  in  our  case  it  is  reasonable  now  to  hope  that 
we  shall  find  the  wrath  of  the  gods  mitigated ;  for  we  are  now 
deserving  of  pity  at  their  hands,  rather  than  of  envy.  Look- 
ing, too,  on  your  own  ranks,  what  experienced  and  numerous 
men  of  arms  there  are  with  you,  advancing  in  battle-array  to- 
gether, do  not  be  too  much  dismayed,  but  consider  that  you 
are  yourselves  at  once  a  city,  wherever  you  may  settle ;  and 
that  there  is  no  other  in  Sicily  that  woidd  either  easily  resist 
your  attack,  or  expel  you  when  settled  any  where.  With 
regard  to  tlie  march,  that  it  may  be  s^e  and  orderly, 
look  to  that  yourselves;  with  no  other  consideration,  each 

>  vofiifia.]  Compare  the  use  of  the  cognate  participle,  ch.  86.  6,  t^v 
irufTov  ic  dper^v  vevoftiajuhrfv  iiri-njdevtTtv, 
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of  you,  than  that  whatever  the  spot  on  which  he  may  be 
compelled  to  fight,  on  that  he  will  have,  if  victorious,  both  a 
country  and  a  fortress.  And  we  shall  hurry  on  our  way  both 
by  day  and  night  alike,  as  we  have  but  scanty  povisions ;  and 
if  we  can  only  reach  some  friendly  town  of  the  Sicels  (for 
they,  through  their  fear  of  the  Syracusans,  are  still  true  to  us), 
then  consider  yourselves  to  be  in  security.  And  a  message 
had  been  sent  forward  to  them,  and  directions  have  been  given 
them  to  meet  us,  and  bring  a  fresh  supply  of  provisions.  In 
short,  you  must  be  convinced,  soldiers,  both  that  it  is  neces- 
sary for  you  to  be  brave  men — since  there  is  no  place  near, 
which  you  can  reach  in  sa^y,  if  you  act  like  cowards — and, 
at  the  same  time,  that  if  you  escape  from  your  enemies  now, 
liie  rest  of  you  will  gain  a  sight  of  all  you  may  any  where  wish 
to  see ;  and  the  Athenians  will  raise  up  again,  though  fallen 
at  present,  the  great  power  of  their  country.  For  it  is  men 
that  make  a  city,  and  not  walls,  or  ships,  without  any  to  man 
them." 

^8.  Nicias,  then,  delivered  this  exhortation,  and  at  the  same 
time  went  up  to  the  troops,  and  if  he  saw  them  any  where 
straggling,  and  not  marching  in  order,  he  collected  and 
iHOUght  them  to  their  post ;  while  Demosthenes  also  did  no 
less  to  those  who  were  near  him,  addres»ng  them  in  a  similar 
manner.  They  marched  in  the  form  of  a  hollow  square,  the 
division  under  Mcias  taking  the  lead,  and  that  of  Demosthenes 
following;  while  the  baggage-bearers  and  the  main  crowd  of 
camp  foUowers  were  inclosed  within  the  heavy-armed.  When 
they  had  come  to  the  ford  of  the  river  Anapus,  they  found 
drawn  up  at  it  a  body  of  the  Syracusans  and  allies ;  but  having 
routed  these,  and  secured  the  passage,  they  proceeded  onward ; 
while  the  Syracusans  pressed  them  with  charges  of  horse,  as 
their  light*armed  did  with  their  missiles.  On  that  day  the 
Athenians  advanced  about  forty  stades,  and  then  halted  for 
the  night  on  a  hill.  The  day  following  they  commenced 
their  march  at  an  early  hour,  and  having  advanced  about 
tw^ity  stades,  descended  into  a  level  district,  and  there  en- 
camped, wishing  to  procure  some  eatables  from  the  houses 
Sfor  the  place  was  inhabited),  and  to  carry  on  with  them  water 
rom  it,  since  for  many  stades  before  them,  in  the  direction  they 
were  to  go,  it  was  not  plentiftil.  The  Syracusans,  in  the  mean 
time,  had  gone  on  before,  and  were  blocking  up  the  pass  in  ad- 
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vance  of  them.  For  there  was  a  steep  hill,  with  a  precipitoijs 
ravine  on  either  side  of  it,  called  the  Acraeum  Lepas.  The  next 
day  the  Athenians  advanced,  and  the  horse  and  dartmen 
of  the  Sjrracusans  and  allies,  each  m  great  numbers,  im- 
peded their  progress,  hurling  their  missiles  upon  them,  and 
annoying  them  with  cavalry  charges.  The  Athenians  fought 
for  a  long  time,  and  then  returned  again  to  the  same  camp, 
no  longer  having  provisions  as  they  had  before ;  for  it  was 
no  more  possible  to  leave  their  position  because  of  the  cav- 
alry. 

79.  Having  started  early,  they  began  their  march  again, 
and  forced  their  way  to  the  hill  which  had  been  fortSed; 
where  they  found  before  them  the  enemy's  infantry  drawn  up 
for  the  defense  of  the  wall  many  spears  deep  ;  for  the  pass  was 
but  narrow.  The  Athenians  charged  and  assaulted  the  wall, 
but  being  annoyed  with  missiles  by  a  large  body  from  the  hill, 
which  was  steep  (for  those  on  the  heights  more  easily  reached 
their  aim),  and  not  being  able  to  force  a  passage,  they  re- 
treated again,  and  rested.  There  happened  also  to  be  at  the 
same  time  some  claps  of  thunder  and  rain,  as  is  generally  the 
case  when  the  year  is  now  verging  on  autumn ;  in  conss- 
quence  of  which  the  Athenians  were  still  more  dispirited,  and 
thought  that  all  these  things  also  were  conspiring  together  for 
their  ruin.  While  they  were  resting,  Gylippus  and  the  Syrar 
cusans  sent  a  part  of  their  troops  to  intercept  them  again  with 
a  wall  on  their  rear,  where  they  had  already  passed  ;  but  they, 
on  their  side  also,  sent  some  of  their  men  against  them,  and 
prevented  their  doing  it.  After  this,  the  Athenians  returned 
again  with  all  their  army  into  the  more  level  country, 
and  there  halted  for  the  night.  The  next  day  they  marched 
forward,  while  the  Syracusans  discharged  their  weapons  on 
them,  surrounding  them  on  all  sides,  and  disabled  many  with 
wounds;  retreating  if  the  Athenians  advanced  against  them, 
and  pressing  on  them  if  they  gave  way ;  most  especially  at- 
tacking their  extreme  rear,  in  the  hope  that  by  routing  them 
little  by  little,  they  might  strike  terror  into  the  whole  army. 
The  Athenians  resisted  this  mode  of  attack  for  a  long  time, 
but  then,  after  advancing  five  or  six  stades,  halted  for  rest  on  thq 
plain ;  while  liie  Syracusans  also  went  away  from  them  to  theii 
own  camp. 

80.  During  llie  night,    their  troops  being  in  a  wretched 
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condition,  both  from  the  want  of  all  provisions  which  was  now 
felt,  and  from  so  numy  men  being  disabled  by  womids  in  the 
numerous  attacks  that  had  been  made  upon  them  by  the 
enemy,  Nicias  and  Demosihenes  determined  to  light  as  many 
fires  as  possible,  and  then  lead  off  the  army,  no  longer  by  the 
same  route  as  they  had  intended,  but  in  the  oppodte  direction 
to  where  the  Syracnsans  were  watching  for  them,  namely,  to 
ihe  sea.  Now  the  whole  of  this  road  would  lead  the  arma- 
ment, not  toward  Catana,  but  to  the  other  side  of  Sicily,  to 
Oamarina,  and  Gela,  and  the  cities  in  that  direction,  whether 
Grecian  or  barbarian.  They  kindled,  therefore,  many  fires> 
and  began  their  march  in  the  night  And  as  all  armies,  and 
especially  the  largest,  are  liable  to  have  terrors  and  panics 
produced  among  them,  particularly  when  marching  at  night, 
and  through  an  enemy^s  country,  and  with  the  enemy  not  fer 
off;  so  they  also  were  thrown  into  alarm ;  and  the  division  of 
Nicias,  taking  the  lead  as  it  did,  kept  togellier  and  got  a  long 
way  in  advance ;  while  that  of  Demosthenes^  containing  about 
haUT  or  more,  was  separated  from  the  others,  and  proceeided  in 
greater  disorder.  By  the  morning,  nevertheless,  they  arrived  at 
tibie  sea-coast,  and  entering  on  what  is  called  the  Helorine  road, 
continued  their  march,  in  order  that  when  they  had  reached  the 
river  Cacyparis,  they  might  march  up  along  its  banks  through 
the  interior ;  for  they  hoped  fJso  that  in  this  direction  the  Sicels, 
to  whom  they  had  sent,  would  come  to  meet  them.  But  when 
they  had  reached  the  river,  they  found  a  guard  of  the  Syracu- 
sans  there  too,  intercepting  the  pass  with  a  wall  and  a  palisade, 
having  carried  which  they  crossed  the  river,  and  marched  on 
Hgain  to  another  called  the  Erineus;  for  this  was  the  route 
•rhich  their  guides  directed  them  to  take. 

81.  In  the  mean  time  the  Syracusans  and  allies,  as  soon  aa 
it  was  day,  and  they  found  that  the  Athenians  had  departed, 
most  of  them  charged  Gylippus  with  having  purposely  let 
them  escape;  and  pursuing  with  all  haste  by  the  route  which 
they  had  no  difficulty  in  finding  they  had  taken,  they  overtook 
them  about  dinner-time.  When  thejr  came  up  with  the  troops 
under  Demosthenes,  which  were  behmd  the  rest,  and  marching 
more  slowly  and  disorderly,  ever  since  they  had  been  thrown 
into  confusion  during  the  night,  at  the  time  we  have  mentioned, 
they  immediately  fell  upon  and  engaged  them  ;  and  the  Syra- 
cusan  horse  surrounded   them  wiui  greater  ease  from  meir 
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being  divided,  and  confined  them  in  a  narrow  space.  The 
division  of  Nicias  was  as  much  as  fifty  stades  off  in  advantse ; 
for  he  led  tliem  on  more  rapidly,  thinking  that  their  preserv- 
ation depended,  under  such  circumstances,  not  on  staying  be- 
hind, if  they  could  help  it,  and  on  fighting,  but  on  retreating 
as  quickly  as  possible,  and  only  fighting  as  often  as  they  were 
compelled.  Demosthenes,  on  the  other  hand,  was,  generally 
speaking,  involved  in  more  incessant  labor  (because,  as  he 
was  retreating  in  the  rear,  he  was  the  first  that  the  enemy  at- 
tacked), and  on  that  occasion,  finding  that  the  63nracusan8 
were  in  pursuit,  he  was  not  so  much  inclined  to  push  on  as  to 
form  his  men  for  battle ;  until,  through  thus  loitaing,  he  was 
surrounded  by  them,  and  both  himself  and  the  Athenians  witli 
him  were  thrown  into  great  confusion.  For  being  driven 
back  into  a  certain  spot  which  had  a  wall  all  round  it,  with  a 
road  on  each  side,  and  many  olive-trees  growing  about,  they 
were  annoyed  with  missiles  in  every  direction.  This  kind  of 
attack  the  Syracusans  naturally  adopted,  instead  of  close  com- 
bat ;  for  to  risk  their  lives  against  men  reduced  to  despair  was 
no  longer  for  their  advantage,  so  much  as  for  that  of  the 
Athenians.  Besides,  after  success  which  was  now  so  signal, 
each  man  spared  himself  in  some  degree,  that  he  might  not  be 
cut  off  before  the  end  of  the  business.  They  thought  too  that, 
even  as  it  was,  they  should  by  this  kind  of  fighting  subdue  and 
capture  them. 

82.  At  any  rate,  when,  after  plying  the  Athenians  and  their 
alKes  with  missiles  all  day  from  every  quarter,  they  saw  them 
now  distressed  by  wounds  and  other  sufferings,  Gylippus 
with  the  Syracusans  and  allies  made  a  proclamation,  in  the 
first  place,  that  any  of  the  islanders  who  chose  should  come 
over  to  them,  on  conditic«i  of  retaining  his  liberty :  and  some 
few  states  went  over.  Afterward,  terms  were  made  with  all 
the  troops  under  Demosthenes,  that  they  should  surrender 
their  arms,  and  that  no  one  should  be  put  to  death,  either  by 
violence,  or  imprisonment,  or  want  of  such  nourishment  as 
was  most  absolutely  requisite.  Thus  there  surrendered,  in 
all,  to  the  number  of  six  thousand  ;  and  the  whole  of  the 
money  in  their  possession  they  laid  down^  throwing  it  into 
the  hollow  of  shields,  four  of  wnich  they  filled  with  it.  These 
they  immediately  led  back  to  the  city,  while  Nicias  and  his 
division  arrived  that  day  on  the  banlffl  of  the  river  Erineus ; 
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having  crossed  which,  he  posted  his   army  on   some   high 
ground. 

83.  The  Syracusans,  having  overtaken  him  the  next  day, 
told  him  that  Demosthenes  and  his  division  had  surrendered 
themselves,  and  called  on  him  also  to  do  the  same.  Being  in- 
credulous of  the  &ct,  he  obtained  a  truce  to  enable  him  to 
send  a  horseman  to  see.  When  he  had  gone,  and  brought 
word  back  again  that  they  had  surrendered,  Nicias  sent  a 
herald  to  Gyfippus  and  the  Syracusans,  saying  that  he  was 
ready  to  agree  with  the  Syracusans,  on  behalf  of  the  Athen- 
ians to  repay  whatever  money  the  Sjrracusans  had  spent  on 
the  war,  on  condition  of  their  letting  his  army  go ;  and  that 
until  the  money  was  paid,  he  would  give  Athenians  as  host- 
ages, one  for  every  talent.  The  Syracusans  and  Gylippus  did 
not  accede  to  these  proposals,  but  fell  upon  this  division  also, 
and  surrounded  them  on  all  sides,  and  annoyed  them  with  their 
missiles  until  late  in  the  day.  And  they  too,  hke  the  others, 
were  in  a  wretched  plight  for  want  of  food  and  necessaries. 
Nevertheless,  they  watched  for  the  quiet  of  the  night,  and 
then  intended  to  pursue  their  march.  And  they  were  now  just 
taking  up  their  arms,  when  the  Syracusans  perceived  it  and 
raised  their  paean.  The  Athenians,  therefore,  finding  that  they 
had  not  eluded  their  observation,  laid  their  arms  down  again ; 
excepting  about  three  hundred  men,  who  forced  their  way 
through  Ihe  sentinels,  and  proceeded,  during  the  night,  how 
and  where  they  could. 

84.  As  soon  as  it  was  day,  Nicias  led  his  troops  forward ; 
while  the  Syracusans  and  allies  pressed  on  them  in  the  same 
manner,  discharging  their  missiles  at  them,  and  striking  them 
down  with  their  javelins  on  every  side.  The  Athenians  were 
hurrying  on  to  reach  the  river  Assinarus,  being  urged  to  this  at 
once  by  the  attack  made  on  every  side  of  them  by  the  numer- 
ous cavalry  and  the  rest  of  the  light-armed  multitude  (for 
they  thought  they  should  be  more  at  ease  if  they  were  once 
across  the  river),  and  also  by  their  weariness  and  craving  for 
drink.  When  they  reached  its  banks,  they  rushed  into  it 
without  any  more  regard  for  order,  every  man  anxious  to  be 
himself  the  first  to  cross  it ;  while  the  attack  of  the  enemy 
rendered  the  passage  more  difficult.  For  being  compelled  to 
advance  in  a  dense  body,  they  fell  upon  and  trode  down  one 
another ;  and  some  of  them  died  immediately  on  the  javelins 
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and  articles  of  baggage,*  while  others  were  entangled  together, 
and  floated  down  the  stream.  On  the  other  side  of  the  river, 
too,  the  Syracusans  lined  the  bank,  which  was  precipitous,  and 
from  the  higher  gromid  discharged  their  missiles  on  the  Athe- 
nians, while  most  of  them  were  eagerly  drinking,  and  in  con- 
fusion among  themselves  in  the  hollow  bed  of  the  stream.  The 
Peloponnesians,  moreover,  came  down  to  th^n  and  butchered 
them,  especially  those  in  the  river.  And  thus  the  water  was 
immediately  spoiled ;  but  nevertheless  it  was  drunk  by  them, 
mud  and  all,  bloody  as  it  was,  and  was  even  fought  for  by  most 
of  them. 

85.  At  length,  when  many  dead  were  now  heaped  one  upon 
another  in  the  river,  and  the  army  was  destroyed,  either  at 
the  river,  or,  even  if  any  part  had  escaped,  by  the  cavahry, 
Nicias  surrendered  himself  to  Gylippus,  placing  more  con- 
fidence in  him  than  in  the  Syracusans ;  and  desired  him  and 
the  Lacedaemonians  to  do  what  they  pleased  with  himself  and 
to  stop  butchering  the  rest  of  the  soldiers.  After  this,  Gylip- 
pus commanded  to  make  prisoners ;  and  they  collected  all  that 
were  alive,  except  such  as  they  concealed  for  their  own 
benefit  (of  whom  there  was  a  large  number).  They  also  sent 
a  party  in  pursuit  of  the  three  hundred,  who  had  forced  their 
way  through  the  sentinels  during  the  night,  and  took  them. 
The  part  of  the  army,  then,  that  was  collected  as  general 
property,  was  not  large,  but  that  which  was  secreted  was  con- 
siderable ;  and  the  whole  of  Sicily  was  filled  with  them,  inas- 
much as  they  had  not  been  taken  on  definite  terms  of  surrender, 
like  those  with  Demosthenes.  Indeed  no  small  part  was  actu- 
ally put  to  death ;  for  this  was  the  most  extensive  slaughter, 
and  surpassed  by  none  of  all  that  occurred  in  this  Sicilian  war. 
In  the  other  encounters  ^so  which  were  frequent  on  their 
march,  no  few  had  fallen.  But  many  also  escaped,  neverthe- 
less ;  some  at  the  moment,  others  after  serving  as  slaves,  and 
running  away  subsequently.  These  found  a  place  of  refuge  at 
Catana. 

86.  When  the  Syracusans  and  allies  were  assembled  toge- 
ther, they  took  with  them  as  many  prisoners  as  they  could, 
with  the  spoils,  and  returned  to  the  city.     All  the  rest  of  the 

*  i  e.j  some  died  immediately  on  the  javelins,  while  others  fell  over 
the  loose  articles  of  baggage,  and  being  too  weak  to  regain  their  footing, 
were  floated  down  the  stream 
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Athenians  and  the  allies  that  they  had  taken,  they  sent  down 
into  the  qnarries,  thinking  this  the  safest  way  of  keeping 
them:  but  Nicias  and  Demosthenes  they  executed,  against 
the  wish  of  Gylippus.  For  he  thought  it  would  be  a  glorious 
distincticm  for  him,  in  addition  to  all  his  other  achievements, 
to  take  to  the  Lacedaemonians  even  the  generals  who  had  com- 
manded agaii^t  them.  And  it  so  happened  that  one  of  these, 
namely  Demosthenes,  was  regarded  by  them  as  their  most  in- 
vet^^te  enemy,  in  consequence  of  what  had  occurred  on  the 
island  and  at  Pylus ;  the  other  for  the  same  reasons,  as  most 
in  their  interest ;  for  Nicias  had  exerted  himself  for  the  release 
of  the  Lacedaemonians  taken  from  the  island,  by  persuading 
the  Athenians  to  make  a  treaty.  On  this  account  the  Lacedae- 
monians had  Mendly  feelings  toward  him  ;  and  indeed  it  was 
mainly  for  the  same  reason  that  he  reposed  confidence  in  GyHp- 
pus,  and  surrendered  himself  to  hmi.  But  certain  <^  the 
Syracusans  (as  it  was  said)  were  afraid,  some  of  them,  since 
they  had  held  ccMnmunication  with  him,  that  if  put  to  the  tor- 
ture, he  might  cause  them  trouble  on  ^at  account  in  the  midst 
of  their  success ;  others,  and  especially  the  Corinthians,  lest  he 
might  bribe  some,  as  he  was  rich,  and  effect  his  escape,  and  so 
they  ^ould  agak^  incur  mischief  through  his  agency ;  and  there- 
fore they  persuaded  the  allies,  and  put  him  to  death.  For  this 
cause  then,  or  something  very  like  this,  he  was  executed ;  hav- 
ing least  of  all  the  Greeks  in  mj  time  deserved  to  meet  with 
such  a  misfortune,  on  account  of  his  devoted  attention  to  the 
practice  of  every  virtue. 

87.  As  for  those  in  the  qimrries,  the  Syracusans  treated  them 
with  crueltjr  during  the  fii^  period  of  their  captivity.  For  as 
they  were  m  a  hollow  place,  and  many  in  a  small  compass,  the 
sun,  as  well  as  the  suffocating  closeness,  distressed  them  at  first, 
in  consequence  of  their  not  being  under  cover ;  and  then,  on 
the  contrarv,  the  nights  coming  on  autmnnal  and  cold,  soon 
worked  in  mem  an  iteration  from  health  to  disease,  by  means 
of  the  change.  Some,  too,  in  consequence  of  their  want  of 
room,  they  <Sd  every  thing  in  the  same  place  ;  and  the  dead, 
moreover,  were  piled  up  one  upon  another — such  as  died  from 
their  wounds,  and  from  the  change  ihej  had  experienced,  and 
such  like — ^there  were,  besides,  intolerable  stenches ;  while  at  the 
same  time  they  were  tormented  with  hunger  and  thirst ;  for 
during  eight  months  they  gave  each  of  them  daily  only  a 
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cotyle^  of  water,  and  two  of  com.  And  of  all  the  other  mise- 
ries which  it  was  likely  that  men  thrown  into  such  a  place 
would  suffer,  there  was  none  that  did  not  fall  to  their  lot.  For 
some  seventy  days  they  thus  lived  all  together ;  but  then  they 
sold  the  rest  of  them,  except  the  Athenians,  and  whatever 
Sicelots  or  Italiots  had  joined  them  in  the  expedition.  The 
totd  number  of  those  who  were  taken,  though  it  were  difficult 
to  speak  with  exactness,  was  still  not  less  than  seven  thousand. 
And  this  was  the  greatest  Grecian  exploit  of  all  that  were 
performed  in  this  war;  nay,  in  my  opinion,  of  all  Grecian 
achievements  that  we  have  heard  of  also ;  and  was  at  once 
most  splendid  for  the  conquerors,  and  most  disastrous  for  the 
conquered.  For  being  altogether  vanquished  at  all  points, 
and  having  suffered  in  no  slight  degree  in  any  respect,  they 
were  destroyed  (as  the  saying  is)  with  utter  destruction,  both 
army,  and  navy,  and  every  thing ;  and  only  a  few  out  of 
many  returned  home.  Such  were  the  events  which  occurred 
in  Sicily. 

*  The  cotyle  was  a  little  more  than  half  an  English  pint ;  and  the  al- 
lowance of  food  here  mentioned  was  only  half  of  that  commonly  given 
to  a  slave.    See  Arnold's  note. 
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1.  When  the  news  was  brought  to  Athens,  for  a  long  time 
they  disbelieved  even  the  most  respectable  of  the  soldiers, 
who  had  escaped  from  the  verj  scene  of  action,  and  gave  them 
a  correct  account  of  it ;  not  crediting  that  their  forces  could 
have  been  so  utterly  destroyed.  When,  however,  they  were 
convinced  of  it,  they  were  angry  with  those  of  the  orators  who 
had  joined  in  promoting  the  expedition  ;  (as  though  they  had 
not  voted  for  it  themselves ;)  and  were  enraged  wim  the  sooth- 
sayers and  reciters  of  oracles,  and  whoever  at  that  time  by 
any  practice  of  divination  had  put  them  on  hoping  that  they 
should  subdue  Sicily.  Every  thing,  indeed,  on  every  side  dis- 
tressed them;  and  after  what  had  happened,  fear  and  the 
greatest  consternation  overwhelmed  them.  For  they  were  at 
once  weighed  down  by  the  loss  which  everj  man  inctividually, 
as  well  as  the  whole  state  at  large,  had  experienced,  by  the 
destruction  of  so  many  heavy-armed,  and  horsemen,  and 
troops  in  the  flower  of  their  youth,  like  which  they  saw 
they  had  none  left ;  and  at  the  same  time  being  aware  that 
they  had  no  competent  number  of  ships  in  the  docks,  nor 
money  in  the  treasury,  nor  crews  for  their  vessels,  they  were 
at  present  without  hope  of  saving  themselves.  They  thought, 
too,  that  they  should  have  their  enemies  in  Sicily  directly  sail- 
ing with  their  fleet  against  the  Piraeus,  especially  after  Ihey 
had  gained  such  a  victory ;  and  that  their  foes  at  home,  then 
douWy  equipped  on  aU  points,  would  surely  now  press  them 
witli  all  their  might,  both  by  land  and  by  sea,  and  their  own 
allies  with  them  in  revolt.  But  nevertheless  it  was  determined, 
that,  as  far  as  their  present  resources  allowed,  they  ought  not 
to  submit,  but  to  equip  a  fleet,  by  whatever  means  they  could, 
providing  by  contribution  both  timber  and  money ;  and  to  put 
matters  on  a  secure  footing  among  the  allies,  especially  in 
Eubosa :  and,  moreover,  to  reform  every  thing  in  the  city,  with 
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a  view  to  greater  economy,  and  elect  a  council  of  elders,  who 
should  deEberate  beforehand  on  their  present  measures,  as 
there  might  be  occasion.  And  through  their  excessive  fear  at 
the  moment  they  were  ready  (as  is  the  people's  fashion),  to  be 
orderly  in  every  thing.  Having  thus  determined,  they  acted 
accordingly,  and  so  the  smnmer  ended. 

2,  The  following  winter,  all  the  Greeks  were  immediately  ex- 
cited by  the  great  misfortune  of  the  Athenians  in  Sicily.  Those 
who  were  not  in  alliance  with  either  side  thought,  that  even 
if  no  one  called  on  them  for  aid,  they  ought  not  any  longer  to 
keep  aloof  from  the  war,  but  should  volunteer  to  march  ag^nst 
the  Athenians,  when  they  reflected  severally  that  they  might 
have  attacked  tkem  also,  if  they  had  succeeded  in  their  measures 
at  Syracuse ;  and,  moreover,  that  the  remainder  of  the  war 
would  be  but  bnef,  and  that  it  was  creditable  for  them  to  take 
their  share  in  it.  The  allies  of  the  Lacedaemonians,  on  the 
other  hand  felt  to  a  greater  degree  than  before  a  common 
anxiety  to  have  done  speedily  with  their  heavy  labors.  But, 
above  all,  the  subjects  of  the  Athenians  were  ready,  even  be- 
yond their  power,  to  revolt  from  them;  because  they  judged 
of  affairs  under  the  influence  of  strong  feeling,  and  did  not  so 
much  as  leave  them  a  chance  of  being  able  to  hold  out  the  fol- 
lowing summer.  The  Lacedaemonian  state  was  encouraged 
by  all  these  things,  and  most  of  all,  because  their  allies  in 
Sicily,  since  their  navjr  had  now  of  necessity  been  added  to 
their  resources,  would  in  all  probability  be  with  them  in  great 
force  with  the  spring.  And  thus  being  on  every  account  full 
of  hope,  they  determined  to  devote  themselves  unflinchingly  to 
the  war,  reckoning  that  by  its  successful  termination  they 
would  both  be  released  in  ftiture  from  all  dangers,  like  that 
which  would  have  encompassed  them  from  the  Athenians,  if 
they  had  won  Sicily  in  addition  to  their  other  dominion ;  and 
that,  after  subduing  them,  they  would  themselves  then  enjoy 
in  safety  the  supremacy  over  the  whole  of  Greece. 

3.  Agis,  their  king,  set  out  therefore  immediately,  during 
this  winter,  with  some  troops  from  Decelea,  and  levied  from 
the  allies  contributions  for  their  fleet ;  and  having  turned  in 
the  direction  of  the  Malian  gulf,  and  carried  off,  on  the  ground 
of  their  long-standing  enmity,  the  greater  part  of  the  exposed 
property  of  the  (Etaens,  he  exacted  money  for  the  ransom  of 
it ;  and  also  compelled  the  Achaeans  of  Pthiotis,  and  the  other 
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subjects  of  the  Thessalians  thereabouts  (though  the  Thessa- 
lians  remonstrated  with  him,  and  objected  to  it),  to  give  both 
hostages  and  money;  the  former  of  which  he  deposited  at 
Corinth,  and  endeavored  to  bring  their  countrymen  over  to 
the  confederacy.  The  Lacedaemonians  also  issued  to  the  states 
a  requisition  for  building  a  hundred  ships,  fixing  their  own 
quota  and  that  of  the  Boeotians  at  five  and  twenty  each ;  that 
of  the  Phocians  and  Locrians  together  at  fifteen ;  that  of  the 
Ccmnthians  at  fifteen ;  that  of  vie  Arcadians,  Pellenians,  and 
l^cyonians,  at  ten;  and  that  of  tiie  Megareans,  Troezenians, 
Epidaurians,  and  Hermionians  at  ten.  They  were  also 
making  all  other  preparations,  with  the  intention  of  proceeding 
immediately  to  war  at  the  very  commencement  of  spring. 

4.  The  Athenians  too,  as  thev  had  determined,  were  prepaiv 
ing  during  this  same  winter  for  building  ships;  having  con- 
tributed toward  the  supply  of  timbers,  and  fortified  Sunium, 
that  their  corn-ships  mig^ht  have  a  safe  passage  round ;  while 
they  also  evacuated  the  fort  in  Laconia,  which  they  had  built 
in  that  country  when  they  were  sailing  by  it  for  Sicily ;  and 
with  a  view  to  economy  retrenched  all  their  other  expenses, 
whatever  any  where  appeared  to  be  useless  expenditure ;  and, 
above  all  kept  their  eye  on  the  allies,  to  prevent  their  revolt- 
ing from  them. 

6.  While  both  parties  were  carrjdng  out  these  measures, 
and  engaged  in  preparation  for  the  war,  just  as  when  they 
were  commencing  it,  the  Euboeans,  first  of  all,  sent  during  this 
winter  an  embassy  to  Agis,  to  treat  of  their  revolting  from  the 
Athenians.  He  acceded  to  their  proposals,  and  sent  for  Alca- 
menes  son  of  Sthenelaidas,  and  for  Melanthus,  to  come  frt)m 
Sparta  and  take  the  command  in  Euboea.  Accordingly  they 
came  with  about  three  hundred  of  the  Neodamodes,  and  he 
began  to  prepare  for  their  crossing  over.  But  in  tiie  mean 
time  some  Lesbians  also  came  to  him ;  for  they,  too,  wished 
to  revolt  And  as  the  Boeotians  supported  their  application, 
Agis  was  persuaded  to  defer  acting  in  the  cause  of  Euboea, 
and  made  preparations  for  the  revolt  of  the  Lesbians,  giving 
them  Alcamenes  as  a  commander,  who  was  to  sail  to  Euboea; 
while  the  Boeotians  promised  them  ten  ships,  and  Agis  the 
same  number.  These  measures  were  undertaken  without  the 
authority  of  the  Lacedaemonian  state ;  for  as  long  as  Agis  was 
at  Decelea,  and  his  forces  with  him,  he  had  power  both  to  send 
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troops  to  whatever  quarter  he  pleased,  and  to  levy  soldiers  and 
money.  And  at  this  time  the  allies  obeyed  him,  one  might 
say,  much  more  than  the  LacedsBmonians  in  the  city  :  for  he 
was  feared,  because  he  went  every  where  in  person  with  a 
force  at  his  commaud.  He,  then,  furthered  the  views  of  the 
Lesbians.  The  Chians  and  Erythraeans,  on  the  other  hand, 
who  were  also  ready  to  revolt,  made  their  application,  not  to 
Agis,  but  at  Sparta.  There  went  with  them  also  an  embassador 
from  Tissaphemes,  who  was  governor  of  the  sea-coast  under 
king  Darius,  son  of  Artaxerxes.  For  Tissaphemes  also  was 
inviting  the  Lacedaemonians  to  co-operate  with  him,  and 
promii^  to  furnish  them  with  supplies.  For  he  had  lately 
been  called  on  by  the  king  for  the  tribute  due  from  his  govern- 
ment, for  which  he  was  in  arrears,  as  he  could  not  raise  it 
from  the  Greek  cities  because  of  the  Athenians.  He  thought, 
therefore,  that  he  should  both  get  in  his  tribute  more  efiect- 
ually,  if  he  reduced  the  power  of  the  Athenians ;  and  at  the 
same  time  should  gain  for  the  king  the  alliance  of  the  Lacedae- 
monians ;  and  either  take  alive,  or  put  to  death,  as  the  king 
had  commanded  him  to  do,  Amorges,  the  natural  son  oi 
Pisuthnes,  who  was  in  rebellion  on  Sue  coast  of  Caria.  The 
Chians  and  Tissaphemes,  then,  were  negotiating  this  business 
in  concert. 

6.  About  the  same  time  Calligitus  son  of  Laophon,  a  Me- 
garean,  and  Timagores  son  of  Athenagora%  a  Cyzicene,  both 
of  them  exiles  from  their  country,  and  living  at  the  court  of 
Phamabazus  son  of  Phamaces,  arrived  at  Lacedaemon,  being 
sent  by  Phamabazus  to  bring  a  fleet  dispatched  to  the  Hel- 
lespont ;  and  that  he  himself  if  possible,  might  for  the  sake 
of  the  tribute,  cause  the  cities  in  his  government  to  revolt 
from  the  Athenians — ^the  same  object  as  Tissaphemes  had 
in  view — and  gain  for  the  king  by  nis  own  agency,  the  al- 
liance of  the  Lacedaemonians.  While  these  negotiations  were 
severallv  carried  on  by  each  party,  by  the  emissaries  both  of 
Phamabazus  and  of  Tissaphemes,  there  was  great  competition 
between  them  at  Lacedaemon,  the  one  striving  to  prevail  on 
them  to  send  a  navy  and  army  to  Ionia  and  Chios  first,  the 
other  to  the  Hellespont.  The  Lacedaemonians,  however,  ac- 
ceded with  a  very  decided  preference  to  the  application  of  the 
Ohians  and  Tissaphemes.  For  Alcibiades  was  also  co-oper- 
ating with  them,  being  the  hereditary  and  very  intimate  fhend 
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of  Endiua,  one  of  the  ephors ;  for  whicb  reason  also  his  family- 
had  a  Lacedaemonian  name,  in  consequence  of  this  friendship  ; 
for  Endius  was  called  "the  son  of  Alcibiades." *  However, 
the  Lacedsemonians  first  sent  to  Chios  Phrynis,  one  of  the 
Periceciy  to  ascertain  whether  they  had  as  many  ships  as  they 
said,  and  whether  their  city  corresponded  with  the  represent- 
ations of  its  high  character :  and  when  he  brought  them  word 
back  that  what  they  heard  was  true,  they  straightway  took 
^e  Chians  and  Eiythrseans  into  alliance,  and  resolved  to  SMid 
them  forty  ships,  as  there  were  already  there  (according  to  the 
statement  of  the  Chians)  not  less  than  sixty.  Of  these  they 
themselves  at  first  intended  to  send  ten,  with  *  Melancridas,  who 
was  their  high  admiral ;  but  afterward,  an  earthquake  having 
occurred,  instead  of  Melancridas  they  determined  to  send 
Chalcideus,  and  instead  of  the  ten  ships  to  equip  but  five  in 
Laconia.  And  thus  the  winter  ended,  and  the  nineteenth  year 
of  this  war  of  which  Thucydides  wrote  the  history. 

The  following  summer  when  the  Chians  straightway  urged 
them  to  dispatch  the  fleet,  and  were  afraid  that  Qie  A&enians 
might  get  mtelligence  of  their  measures  (for  all  parties  sent 
their  embassies  without  their  knowledge),  the  Lacedsemonians 
sent  three  Spartans  to  Corinth,  to  haul  the  ships  as  quicky  as 
possible  across  the  Isthmus,  from  the  opposite  sea  to  that  on 
the  side  of  Athens,  and  to  give  orders  for  them  all  to  sail  to 
Chios,  both  those  which  Agis  was  preparing  for  Lesbos,  and 
the  rest  Now  the  total  number  of  the  ships  belonging  to  the 
allied  states  that  were  there  was  thirty-nine. 

8.  Calligitus,  then,  and  Timagoras,  acting  in  behalf  of 
Phamabazus,  did  not  join  the  rest  in  the  expedition  to  Chios, 
or  give,  to  forward  the  dispatch  of  the  fleet,  the  money  which 
they  had  brought  with  them,  namely,  five  and  twenty  talents  ; 
but  they  intended  to  sail  afterward  by  themselves  with  a  fresh 
armament.  Agis,  on  the  contrary,  seeing  that  the  Lace- 
daemonians were  determined  to  send  to  Chios  first,  did  not 
hiniself  maintain  any  different  view,  but  the  allies  assembled 
at  Corinth,  and  held  a  council,  when  they  resolved  to  sail  first 
to  Chios,  with  Chalcideus  as  commander,  who  was  equipping 

1  "  That  is,  Alcibiades  was  the  distinguishing  tamHy  name  of  this 
Endius,  borne  by  the  members  of  his  house  in  every  alternate  genera- 
tion ;  80  that  Alcibiades  was  the  surname  to  every  Endius,  and  Endius 
the  surname  to  every  Alcibiades." — Arnold, 
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the  five  vessels  in  Laconia ;  then  to  Lesbos,  with  Alcamenes 
in  command  (the  same  person  as  Agis  intended  to  appoint) : 
and,  lastly,  to  go  to  the  Hellespont,  where  Clearchus,  son  of 
Ramphias,  was  appointed  to  the  command.  But  they  deter- 
mined to  take  only  half  the  ships  across  the  Isthmus  first,  and 
let  these  sail  off  immediately ;  that  the  Athenians  might  not 
attend  to  those  which  were  setting  out,  so  much  as  to  those 
which  were  being  conveyed  across  after  them.  For  in  this 
case  they  were  making  their  expedition  openly,  as  they  im- 
puted to  the  Athenians  a  want  of  power  to  oppose  them,  be- 
cause no  numerous  fleet  belonging  to  them  was  yet  visible. 
And  so,  according  to  their  resolution,  they  immediately  took 
across  one  and  twenty  ships. 

9.  But  when  they  were  urgent  for  setting  sail,  the  Corinth- 
ians were  not  disposed  to  accompany  them  before  they  had 
kept  the  Isthmian  festival,  for  which  that  was  the  time.  Agis 
expressed  to  them  his  willingness  that  they  (according  to  what 
they  urged)  should  not  break  the  Isthmian  truce,  but  that  he 
should  make  the  expedition  on  his  own  responsibility.  When, 
however,  the  Corinthians  did  not  agree  to  this,  but  a  delay 
was  caused  in  the  matter,  the  Athenians  the  more  easily 
gained  intelligence  of  the  designs  of  the  Chians ;  and  sending 
Aristocrates,  one  of  their  generals,  charged  them  with  the 
&ct,  and  on  their  denying  it,  commanded  them  to  send  with 
them  some  ships,  as  a  pledge  of  good  faith  in  their  alliance. 
Accordingly  they  sent  seven.  The  reason  of  the  ships  being 
sent  was,  that  the  majority  of  the  Chians  were  ignorant  of  the 
negotiations:  while  the  few  who  were  privy  to  them  were 
both  unwilling  at  present  to  incur  the  hostility  of  their  com- 
mons, before  they  had  gained  some  strength,  and  no  longer 
expected  the  Peloponnesians  to  come,  since  they  had  so  long 
delayed. 

10.  In  the  mean  time  the  Isthmian  games  were  being  cele- 
brated, and  the  Athenians  (the  sacred  truce  having  been  pro- 
claimed) went  to  attend  them ;  and  thus  the  designs  of  the  Chians 
became  more  evident  to  them.  When  they  returned,  they  im- 
mediately took  measures  that  the  fleet  might  not  put  out  from 
Cenchrea  unobserved  by  them.  After  the  festival  the  Pelo- 
ponnesians set  sail  for  Chios  with  one  and  twenty  ships  under 
the  command  of  Alcamenes ;  and  the  Athenians,  having  at 
first  advanced  against  them  with  an  equal  number,  then  be- 
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gan  to  retreat  toward  the  open  sea.  When  ihe  enemy 
did  not  follow  them  for,  but  drew  back,  the  Athenians  like- 
wise returned;  for  they  had  the  seven  Chian  vessels  in  the 
number  of  those  with  them,  and  did  not  consider  them  trust- 
worthy. Afterward,  having  manned  others,  so  as  to  make  in 
all  thirty-seven,  while  the  enemy  were  coasting  along,  they 
chased  uiem  into  Puraeus  in  the  Corinthian  territory.  This 
is  a  desert  port  on  the  extreme  borders  of  Epidaurus.  The 
Peloponnesians  lost  one  ship  out  at  sea,  but  collected  the  rest, 
and  brought  them  to  anchor.  And  now,  when  the  Athenians 
both  attacked  them  by  sea  with  their  ships,  and  had  landed 
on  the  shore,  there  was  a  great  disorder  and  confiision ;  and 
the  Athenians  severely  damaged  most  of  their  ships  on  the 
beach,  and  killed  Alcamenes  their  commander ;  while  some  also 
fell  on  their  own  side. 

11.  After  parting,  they  posted  a  sufficient  number  of  ships 
to  keep  watch  over  those  of  the  enemy,  and  with  the  rest  came 
to  anchor  at  the  small  island  [opposite  the  mouth  of  the  har- 
bor] ;*  on  which,  as  it  was  not  far  ofl^  they  proceeded  to  en- 
camp, and  sent  to  Athens  for  a  reinforcement.  For  the 
Corinthians,  too,  had  joined  the  Peloponnesians  on  the  day 
after  the  battle,  coming  to  the  succor  of  the  ships ;  and  not 
long  after,  the  rest  of  the  people  in  the  neighborhood  also. 
But  when  they  saw  that  to  keep  guard  over  them  in  so  desert 
a  spot  was  a  difficult  service,  they  were  at  a  loss  what  to  do, 
and  thought  of  burning  the  ships ;  but  afterward  they  deter- 
mined to  draw  them  up  on  shore,  and  station  themselves  by 
them  with  their  land  forces,  and  keep  guard  until  some  favor- 
able opportunity  of  escape  presented  itselfl  Agis  also,  on 
receivii^  intelligence  of  this,  sent  to  them  a  Spartan,  namely 
Thermon.  Now  news  had  first  been  taken  to  the  Lacedaemon- 
ians that  their  ships  had  put  to  sea  from  the  isthmus  (for 
Alcamenes  had  been  told  by  the  ephors  to  send  a  horseman 
when  that  took  place),  and  tney  immediately  wished  to  dispatch 
their  five  ships,  with  Chalcideus  in  command,  and  Alcibiades 
with  him.  Afterward,  when  they  had  resolved  on  this,  the 
news  of  their  fleet  taking  reftige  in  Piraeus  reached  them ;  and 
being  disheartened,  because  they  had  failed  in  their  first  opera- 
tions in  the  Ionian  war,  they  no  longer  thought  of  sending  the 

'  ic  rd  vrjaidLovJ]  This  explanation  of  the  article  is  taken  from  Col. 
Leake,  as  quoted  hy  Arnold. 
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ships  from  their  own  country,  but  even  of  recalling  some  that 
had  previously  put  out  to  sea. 

12.  When  AJcibiades  knew  this,  Ke  again  persuaded  Endius 
and  the  rest  of  the  ephors  not  to  shritik  from  the  expedition ; 
telling  them  that  they  would  have  "made  their  voyage  before 
the  Chians  heard  of  the  disaster  which  had  be&ilen  their 
fleet ;  and  that  he  himself,  when  he  had  once  reached  Ionia, 
would  easily  persuade  the  cities  to  revolt,  by  acquainting  them 
both  with  tiie  weakness  of  the  Athenians  and  the  forwardness 
of  the  Lacedsemonians  ;  for  he  should  be  thought  more  cred- 
ible than  others.     To  Endius  himself  he  also  represented  in 

Erivate  that  it  would  be  a  glorious  thing  to  have  caused  by 
IS  own  agency  the  revolt  of  Ionia,  and  to  have  brought  the 
king  into  alhance  with  the  Lacedaemonians,  instead  of  that 
honor  being  earned  by  Agis  (for  with  him  he  happened  to 
be  at  variance).  He,  then,  having  prevailed  on  the  rest  of 
the  ephors  as  well  as  Endius,  put  out  to  sea  with  the  five 
ships,  in  company  with  Chalcideus  the  Lacedsemonians,  and 
they  proceeded  on  their  voyage  with  all  speed. 

13.  About  this  same  time  also,  the  sixteen  Peloponnesian 
vessels  in  Sicily  which  with  Gylippus  had  assisted  in  bringing 
the  war  to  a  conclusion,  were  on  their  return ;  and  after  l^ing 
intercepted  near  Leucadia,  and  roughly  handled  by  the  seven 
and  twenty  Athenian  ships  which  Hippocles  son  of  Menippus 
commanded,  on  the  look-out  for  the  ships  from  Sicily,  the  rest 
of  them,  with  the  exception  of  one,  escaped  from  the  Athen- 
ians, and  sailed  into  harbor  at  Corinth. 

14.  With  regard  to  Chalcideus  and  Alcibiades,  while  they 
were  on  their  voyage,  they  seized  all  they  met  with,  to  prevent 
any  tidings  of  their  approach  being  carried;  and  after  first 
touching  at  Corycus,  and  leaving  them  there,  they  themselves 
having  previously  had  an  interview  with  some  of  the  Chians 
who  were  in  co-operation  with  them,  and  being  urged  by  them 
to  sail  up  to  the  city  without  sending  any  notice  beforehand, 
they  thus  came  upon  the  Chians  unexpectedly.  Accordingly 
the  greater  part  of  them  were  astonished  and  dismayed  ;  wWle 
it  had  been  arranged  by  the  few  that  the  council  should  be 
assembled  just  at  me  time.  And  when  speeches  were  made 
by  Chalcideus  and  Alcibiades,  telling  them  that  many  more 
veesels  were  sailing  up,  and  not  acquainting  them  with  the  fact 
respecting  their  fleet  being  blockaded  in  Piraeus,  the  Chians 
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revolted  from  the  Athemans,  and  immediately  after  them  the 
Erythraeans.  After  this  they  sailed  with  three  vessels  and 
induced  Olazomenae  to  revolt  also.  The  Clazomenians  imme- 
diately crossed  over  to  the  continent,  and  began  to  fortify 
Polichna,'  in  case  they  might  want  it  as  a  place  to  retreat  to 
from  the  island  on  which  they  lived.  They,  then,  having  re- 
volted, were  all  engaged  in  raising  fortifications  and  preparing 
for  the  war. 

16.  News  of  the  revolt  of  Chios  quickly  reached  Athens, 
and  considering  that  the  danger  which  had  now  encompassed 
them  was  great  and  evident,  and  that  the  rest  of  the  allies 
would  not  remain  quiet  when  the  most  important  state  had 
changed  sides;  with  regard  to  the  thousand  talents  which 
throughout  the  whole  war  they  had  earnestly  desired  not  to 
meddle  with,  they  immediately  rescinded,  in  consequence  of 
their  dismay,  the  penalties  attaching  to  any  one  who  proposed 
to  use  them,  or  put  such  a  proposal  to  the  vote ;  and  passed  a 
decree  for  taking  them,  and  manning  a  large  number  of  i^hips ; 
while  of  those  that  were  keeping  watch  at  Piraeus  they  at  once 
sent  off  the  eight  which  had  left  the  blockade,  and  after  pur- 
suing those  with  Chalcideus  and  not  overtaking  them,  had 
returned  (their  commander  was  Strombichides  son  of  Dioti- 
mus),  and  resolved  that  twelve  more,  under  Thrasycles,  should 
also  leave  the  post  of  observation,  and  reinforce  liiem  shortly 
afterward.  They  also  removed  the  seven  Ohian  vessels,  which 
joined  them  in  the  blockade  of  Piraeus;  and  liberated  the 
slaves  who  were  on  board  of  them,  while  the  freemen  they  put 
in  bonds.  In  the  place  of  all  the  ships  that  had  departed  they 
speedily  manned  others,  and  sent  them  to  observe  the  Pelo- 
ponnesians,  resolving  at  the  same  time  to  man  thirty  more. 
So  great  was  their  aSior ;  and  no  trivial  measure  was  under- 
taken with  regard  to  the  forces  they  sent  to  Chios. 

16.  In  the  mean  time  Strombichides  with  his  eight  ships  ar- 
rived at  Samos,  and  having  added  one  Samian  vessel  to  his 
squadron,  he  sailed  to  Teos,  and  begged  them  to  remain  quiet 
Chalcideus  also  was  advancing  with  three  and  twenty  ships 
from  Chios  to  Teos ;  while  at  3ie  same  time  the  land  forces  of 

1  r^v  Tlo2,lxvav.']  "  This  is  a  general  name  which  has  become  a  proper 
one  by  usage,  like  Ham,  Kirbj,  etc.,  in  English ;  or  more  like  *  Boigo* 
in  Italian,  the  full  name  of  the  place  being  properly  t^  Uo?.txvav  tuv 
K2.a^ofxevio)Vy  Borgo  dei  Clazomeni;  and  thence  in  common  speech, 
Bimply  T^  Uo^tx'^av,  Borgo." — Arnold, 
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the  Ghazomenians  and  Erythrseans  moved  along  the  shore. 
Strombichides,  on  receiving  prior  intelligence  of  this,  weighed 
anchor  beforehand;  but  when  out  in  the  open  sea,  on  observing 
that  the  ships  coming  from  Chios  were  so  numerous,  he  fled 
toward  Samos,  while  they  pursued  him.  With  regard  to  the 
land  forces,  although  the  Teians  were  not  at  first  disposed  to 
admit  them,  yet  when  the  Athenians  had  fied,  they  received 
them  into  the  city.  The  troops  then  waited  for  some  time, 
expecting  Chalddeus  also  to  return  from  the  pursuit;  but 
when  he  was  long  in  coming,  they  began  themselves  to  de- 
molish the  fort  which  the  Athenians  had  built  on  the  land  side 
of  the  city  of  the  Teians ;  while  a  small  body  of  the  barbari- 
ans also,  who  had  joined  them  under  the  command  of  Stages, 
lieutenant  of  Tissaphemes,  assisted  them  in  the  demolition 
of  it 

17.  Chalcideus  and  Alcibiades,  after  chasing  Strombichides 
into  Samos,  armed  the  seamen  on  board  the  vessels  from  the 
Peloponnese,  and  left  them  at  Chios;  and  having  manned 
these  with  substitutes  from  Chios,  and  twenty  besides,  they 
sailed  to  Miletus  to  effect  its  revolt.  For  Alcibiades,  being  on 
intimate  terms  with  the  leading  men  of  the  Milesians,  wished 
to  anticipate  the  ships  from  the  Peloponnese  by  winning  them 
over,  and  so  to  secure  that  honor,  as  he  had  promised,  to  the 
Chians,  himself  Chalcideus,  and  Endius  who  had  sent  them 
out,  by  causing  the  revolt  of  as  many  cities  as  possible  in  con- 
cert with  the  Chian  forces  and  Chalcideus.  Having  made 
therefore  the  chief  part  of  their  passage  unobserved,  and  hav- 
ing arrived  a  little  before  Strombichides  and  Thrasycles,  who 
h^  just  come  from  Athens  with  twelve  ships,  and  joined  in 
the  pursuit  of  them,  they  prevailed  on  Miletus  to  revolt  The 
Athenians  sailed  up  dose  after  them  with  nineteen  ships,  and 
on  the  Milesians  not  admitting  them,  came  to  anchor  at  the 
adjacent  island  of  Lade.  And  now  the  first  alliance  made  be- 
tween the  king  and  ihe  Lacedaemonians  was  conduded  by 
Tissaphemes  and  Chalcideus,  immediately  after  the  revolt  of 
the  Milesians,  to  the  following  effect : 

18.  "The  following  are  3ie  terms  on  which  the  Lacedae- 
monians and  their  confederates  concluded  an  alliance  with  the 
king  and  TisssH)hemes.  All  the  country  and  cities  which  the 
king  holds,  or  the  forefathers  of  the  king  held,  shall  belong  to 
the  king :  and  from  these  cities  whatever  money,  or  any  thing 
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else,  came  in  to  the  Athenians,  shall  be  stopped  by  the  king, 
the  Lacedsemonians  and  their  confederates,  in  common ;  so  that 
the  Athenians  may  receive  neither  money  nor  any  thing  else. 
— ^Moreover,  the  war  with  the  Athenians  shall  be  carried  on 
in  common  by  the  king,  the  Lacedaemonians,  and  their  con- 
federates ;  and  it  shall  not  be  lawfid  to  bring  the  war  with  the 
Athenians  to  a  conclusion,  except  both  parties  shall  agree  to 
it,  the  king,  and  the  Lacedaemonians  with  their  confederates. 
— ^Should  any  revolt  from  the  king,  they  diall  be  consid^ed 
as  enemies  to  the  Lacedaemonians  and  their  confederates ;  and 
if  any  revolt  from  the  Lacedaemonians  and  their  confederates, 
they  shall  be  considered  as  enemies  to  the  king,  in  like 
manner." 

19.  This,  then,  was  the  alliance  that  was  concluded ;  imme- 
diately after  which  the  Chians  manned  ten  more  ships,  and 
sailed  to  Anaea,  wishing  both  to  get  intelligence  of  those  in 
Miletus,  and  at  the  same  time  to  urge  the  cities  to  revolt.  But 
a  message  having  reached  them  from  Chalcideus,  that  they 
were  to  sail  back  again,  and  that  Amorges  would  b^  upon 
them  with  an  army  on  shore,  they  sailed  to  the  temple  of 
Jupiter,  and  then  descried  sixteen  ships,  with  which  Diome- 
don  again,  subsequently  to  the  arrival  of  Thradcles,  was  sail- 
ing up  from  Athens.  On  seeing  them  they  fled  with  one  ship 
to  Ephesus,  while  the  rest  proceeded  toward  Teos.  The 
Athenians,  then,  took  four  of  their  ships  empty,  the  men  hav- 
ing escaped  to  shore  beforehand ;  but  tiie  rest  took  refuge  in 
the  city  of  the  Teians.  And  now  the  Athenians  sailed  away 
from  Samos ;  while  the  Chians  put  out  with  their  remaining 
vessels,  and  l^eir  land  forces  with  them,  and  procured  the  re- 
volt of  Lebedos,  and  then  again  of  Erae.  After  this  they  re- 
turned to  their  respective  homes,  both  the  land  and  the  sea 
forces. 

20.  About  the  same  time,  the  twenty  ships  of  the  Pelopon^ 
nesians  that  were  in  Piraeus,  which  had  been  chased  to  land 
at  the  time  we  last  mentioned  them,  and  were  blockaded  by  the 
Athenians  with  an  equal  number,  having  made  a  sudden  sally 
against  the  Athenian  squadron,  and  defeated  it  in  an  engage- 
ment, took  four  of  the  ships,  and  after  sailing  back  to  Cenchrea, 
proceeded  to  prepare  again  for  their  voyage  to  Chios  and  Ionia. 
Astyochus  also  joined  them  from  Lacedaemon,  as  high  admiral,  to 
whom  now  belonged  the  command  of  all  the  naval  forces.  Mean- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


XXL,xxni^  THUCYDIBBS,  VIIL  62S 

while,  after  the  troops  had  returned  from  Teos,  Tissaphemea 
himself  also  repaired  thither  with  an  army,  and  further  de- 
molished the  fort  at  Teos,  whatever  had  been  left  of  it,  and 
then  returned.  Not  long  aiter  hk  departure,  Diomedon,  having 
arrived  with  ten  Athenian  ships,  concluded  a  treaty  with 
the  Teians  for  admitting  his  force,  as  they  did  the  enemy's. 
And  after  coaling  along  to  Erse,  and  assaulting  the  city 
without  talking  it,  he  sailed  away. 

21.  About  the  same  time,  too,  occurred  at  Samos  the  insur- 
rection of  the  conmions  agaimst  the  nobles,  in  conjunction  with 
some  Athenians  who  happened  to  be  there  on  board  three 
vessels.  The  popular  party  of  the  Samians,  then,  put  to 
death  some  two  hundred  of  the  nobles,  in  all,  and  condemned 
four  huiidred  to  banishment;  and  having  themselves  taken 
possession  oi  their  land  and  houses  (the  Athenians,  moreover, 
having  after  this  passed  a  decree  for  their  independence,  consid- 
ering them  now  as  trusty  allies^,  they  governed  the  city 
henceforth,  and  neither  admitted  tne  landowners  to  any  other 
privilege,  nor  allowed  any  of  the  conmions  in  future  to  give 
bis  dimeter  in  marriage  to  them,  nor  to  take  a  wife  from 
fhem. 

£2.  After  these  things,  in  the  course  of  the  same  summer, 
the  Chians  went  on  as  they  had  begun,  without  any  falling 
off  in  their  zeal;  and  as  mey  found  themselves,  even  inde- 
pendently of  the  Lacedaemonians,  with  a  large  force  for  bring- 
ing over  the  states,  and  at  the  same  time  were  desirous  that 
as  many  as  possible  should  share  the  danger  with  them,  they 
made  an  expedition  by  themselves  with  thSteen  ships  to  Les- 
bos, according  to  the  arrangement  of  the  Lacedaemonians  to 
go  to  that  island  in  the  second  place,  and  thence  to  the  Helles- 
pont, while  at  the  same  time  the  land  forces  of  the  Pelopon- 
nesians  who  were  there,  and  of  the  alhes  from  the  country 
itself  moved  along  shore  toward  Clazomenae  and  Cuma;  the 
conmiander  of  the  troops  being  Evalas,  a  Spartan,  and  of  the 
ships,  Diniadas,  one  of  the  Periceci.  The  fleet  having  sailed 
first  to  Methymna,  effected  the  revolt  of  the  place,  and  four 
vessels  were  left  there;  while  the  remainder,  again,  effected 
that  of  MytUene  aiao. 

23.  Now  Astyochus,  i^e  Lacedaemonian  admiral,  set  sail,  as 
he  had  intended,  with  four  ships  from  Oenchrea,  and  arrived 
at  Chios,    On  the  third  day  after  his  coming  there,  the  Athe- 
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nian  ships,  five  and  twenty  in  number,  sailed  to  Lesbos  under 
the  command  of  Leon  and  Diomedon;  for  Leon  had  subse- 
quently brought  a  reinforcement  of  ten  ships  from  Athens. 
The  same  day,  at  a  late  hour,  Astyochus  also  put  out,  and 
taking  one  Chian  vessel  in  addition  to  his  own,  sailed  to  Les« 
bos,  to  render  it  whatever  assistance  he  could.  Accordingly 
he  came  to  P3nTha,  and  thence  the  next  day  to  Eresns,  "vdiere 
he  heard  that  Mitylene  had  been  taken  by  the  Athenians  on 
the  first  assault  For  the  Athenians,  immediately  on  sailing 
to  the  place,  unexpectedly  put  into  the  harbor,  and  defeated 
the  Chian  ships ;  and  having  landed,  and  conquered  in  a  battle 
those  who  opposed  them,  they  took  possession  of  the  dty. 
Receiving  this  intelligence,  both  from  the  Eresians  and  from 
the  Chian  ships  coming  from  Methymna  with  Eubulus,  three 
of  which  fell  in  with  him  (for  one  had  been  taken  by  the 
Athenians),  after  being  left  behind  at  the  time,  and  so  escaping 
when  Mitylene  was  taken,  Astyochus  no  longer  advanced  to 
Mitylene,  but  having  persuaded  Eresus  to  revolt,  and  sup- 
pUed  it  with  arms,  he  both  sent  the  heavy-armed  from  on 
board  his  own  ships  to  Antissa  and  Methymna,  having  ap- 
pointed Eteonicus  to  the  command,  and  himself  coasted  along 
thither  with  his  own  ships  and  the  three  Chians ;  hopng  that 
the  Methymnaeans  would  be  encouraged  by  the  sight  oi  them, 
and  persevere  in  their  revolt  But  when  every  thing  at  Lesbos 
went  against  him,  he  took  his  own  force  on  board,  and  sailed 
back  to  Chios ;  while  the  land  forces  also  that  had  been  dis- 
embarked from  the  vessels,  and  were  to  have  proceeded  to  the 
Hellespont,  returned  again  to  their  several  cities.  After  this, 
six  of  the  allied  ships  from  the  Peloponnese  that  were  at 
Cenchrea  came  to  them  at  Chios.  The  Athenians,  on  the 
other  hand,  arranged  matters  again  at  Lesbos,  and  sailW 
thence,  took  Polichna,  belonging  to  the  Clazomenians,  which 
was  being  fortified  on  the  mainland,  and  carried  them  over 
again  to  their  city  on  the  island,  excepting  the  authors  of  the 
revolt,  who  had  departed  to  Daphnus.  And  thus  ClazomensB 
came  over  again  to  the  Athenians. 

24.  The  same  summer  the  Athenians,  who  were  with  their 
twenty  ships  at  Lade  for  the  observation  of  Miletus,  having 
made  a  descent  at  Panormus  in  the  Milesian  territory,  slew 
Chalcideus,  the  Lacedaemonian  commander,  who  had  come 
against  them  with  a  few  men,  and  sailing  across  three  days 
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after,  erected  a  trophy ;  which,  as  it  had  been  raised  without 
their  having  command  of  the  country,  the  Milesians  threw 
down.  And  now  Leon  and  Diomedon,  with  the  Athenian 
ships  from  Lesbos,  advancing  from  the  CBnussae,  the  islands 
off  Chios,  and  from  Sidussa  and  Pteleum,  fortresses  which 
they  held  in  the  Erythraean  country,  as  well  as  from  Lesbos, 
carried  on  the  war  against  the  Chians  ftom  their  ships,  having 
as  epibatoB^  some  of  the  heavy-armed  ^  from  the  muster-roll, 
who  had  been  pressed  into  the  service.  Having  landed  at 
Cardamyle  and  Bolissus,  after  defeating  in  battle  those  of  the 
Chians  who  had  come  out  against  them,  and  killing  many  of 
them,  they  desolated  the  places  in  that  neighborhood.  They 
defeated  them  again  in  another  battle  at  Phanae,  and  in  a  third 
at  Leuconium,  s^r  which  the  Chians  no  longer  went  out  to 
meet  them  ;  while  they  ravaged  their  country,  which  was 
finely  stocked,  and  had  continued  unhurt  from  the  Median 
wars  down  to  that  time.  For  the  Chians  are  the  only  people 
that  I  am  acquainted  with,  after  the  Lacedaemonians,  who  were 
at  once  prosperous  and  prudent ;  and  the  more  their  city  in- 
creased in  greatness,  the  more  secure  were  their  arrangements. 
And  even  their  present  revolt,  if  any  think  that  they  executed 
this  without  regard  for  the  safer  course,  they  did  not  venture 
to  make,  before  they  were  likely  to  run  the  risk  in  concert  with 
many  brave  allies,  and  perceived  that  even  the  Athenians  them- 
selves no  longer  denied,  after  their  disaster  in  Sicily,  that  with- 
out doubt  their  circumstances  were  utterly  bad.  But  if  they 
were  somewhat  disappointed  by  the  unexpected  results  that 
occur  in  the  life  of  man,  they  found  out  their  mistake  in  com- 
pany with  many  others,  who  had  in  the  same  way  imagined 
that  the  power  of  the  Athenians  would  be  quickly  destroyed. 
When  therefore  they  were  excluded  from  the  sea,  and  were 
being  ravaged  by  land,  a  party  of  them  endeavored  to  bring 
over  the  city  to  the  Athenians.  Though  the  magistrates  de- 
tected them,  they  remained  quiet  themselves,  and  having 
brought  Astyochus  the  admiral  from  Erythrae  with  four  ships, 
which  he  had  with  him,  considered  how  they  might  stop  the 
conspiracy  by  the  mildest  measures,  whether  by  taking  host- 
*  "  The  kmBarai  were  usually  drawn  ftom  the  fourth  class,  or  Thetes ; 
Although  on  some  occasions  men  of  the  higher  classes  seem  to  have 
volunteered  to  serve  among  them.  See  III.  98.  3,  note.  Now,  how- 
ever, the  citizens  of  the  higher  classes  were  actually  compelled  to  servo 
as  iTTi^drai,  owing  to  the  peculiar  exigency  of  the  crisis." — Arnold 
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ages,  or  in  aaj  other  way.    They,  then,  were  engaged  mth 
this  business. 

25.  At  the  close  of  the  same  summer,  there  sailed  from 
Athens  a  thousand  Athenian  heavy-aimed,  fifteen  hundred  of 
tJie  Argives  (for  five  hundred  of  tiie  Argives  who  were  light- 
armed,  were  provided  with  full  armor  by  the  Athenians),  and 
a  thousand  of  the  allies,  in  forty-eight  ships,  some  of  which 
were  transports,  under  the  command  of  Phryniohus,  Onomacles, 
and  Scironides:  these  sailed  into  port  at  Samos,  and  after 
crossing  over  to  Miletus,  formed  their  camp  there.  The  Mi<* 
lesians  marched  out  themselves  to  the  number  of  eight  hun- 
dred heavy-armed,  the  Peloponnesians  who  had  come  with 
Chalckieus,  and  a  body  of  foreign  mercenaries^  with  Tissa- 
phemes  himself  who  was  at  present  with  his  cavalry,  and  gave 
battle  to  the  Athenians  and  their  allies.  The  Argives,  ad- 
vancing from  the  line  with  their  own  wing,  and  despidmg  the 
enemy,  while  they  pushed  forward  in  some  disorder,  as  against 
lonians  and  men  who  would  not  receive  their  charge,  were 
defeated  by  the  Milesians,  and  not  less  than  three  hundred  of 
them  slain.  But  the  Ath^ans  d^eated  the  Peloponnesians 
first,  then  beat  back  the  barbarians  and  the  rest  of  the  multi- 
tude, and  without  engaging  the  Milesians  (for  they  retreated 
into  their  city  after  meir  rout  of  the  Arrives,  on  seeing  the 
rest  of  their  army  worsted),  they  pitched  uieir  camp,  as  being 
now  victorious,  close  to  the  very  city  of  Miletus.  And  it  so 
happened,  that  in  this  battle  the  lonians  on  both  sides  were 
superior  to  the  Dorians;  for  the  Athenians  conquered  the 
Peloponnesians  opposed  to  them,  and  the  Milesians  the  Ar- 
gives. After  erecting  a  trophy,  the  Athenians  prepared  to  in- 
vest the  place  (which  stood  on  an  isthmus),  thinMng  that  if 
they  could  win  Miletus,  the  other  towns  would  eaSly  come 
over  to  them. 

26.  In  the  mean  time,  when  it  was  now  about  dusk  in  the 
evening,  intelligence  reached  them  that  the  five  and  fifty 
ships  from  the  Peloponnese  and  from  Sicily  were  all  but  there. 
For  from  the  SiceUots,  who  were  chiefly  urged  by  Hermo- 
crates  the  Syracusan  to  take  part  in  what  remained  for  the 
destruction  of  the  Athenians,  there  came  twenty  ships  of  the 
Syraousans,  and  two  of  the  Selinuntines ;  and  those  from  the 
Peloponnese,  which  they  were  preparing,  [when  we  last  men- 

*  ^eviKovj]  i,  e.,  foreigners  to  Tissaphemes,  not  Asiatics. 
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tioned  them],  were  now  ready:  and  both  squadrons  hemg 
committed  to  Theramenes  the  Lacedsemonian  to  take  to  Asty- 
ochus  the  admiral,  put  in  to  Lems  first,  the  island  before  M- 
letus.  Then,  on  finding  that  the  Athenians  were  at  Miletus, 
they  sailed  thence  into  the  lasic  gulf  in  the  first  place, 
wishing  to  know  the  state  of  affairs  with  regard  to  Miletus. 
When  Alcibiades  therefore  had  gone  on  horseback  toTichiussa, 
in  the  Milesian  territoiy,  to  which  part  of  the  gulf  they  had 
sailed  and  brought  to  for  the  night,  they  heard  the  particulars 
of  the  battle.  For  Alcibiades  was  present  at  it,  taking  part 
with  the  Milesians  and  Tissaphemes;  and  he  now  advised 
them,  if  they  did  not  wish  to  sacrifice  Ionia  and  the  whole 
cause,  to  go  as  quickly  as  possible  to  the  relief  of  Miletus,  and 
not  permit  it  to  be  invested. 

2Y.  They,  then,  intended  to  relieve  it  in  the  morning. 
Phrynichus,  the  commander  of  the  Athenians,  on  the  other 
hand,  when  he  had  heard  from  Lerus  a  correct  account  of  their 
fleet,  and  when  his  colleagues  wished  to  await  its  arrival  and 
give  it  battle,  said  that  he  would  neither  do  so  himself,  nor, 
to  the  best  of  his  power,  allow  them  or  any  one  else  to  do  it. 
For  when  they  might  meet  them  hereafter  with  an  accurate 
knowledge  of  the  number  of  ships  on  the  enemy's  ade,  and 
with  how  many  oi  their  own  opposed  to  them  they  would,  after 
adequate  aud  calm  preparations,  be  able  to  give  them  battle, 
he  would  never  run  an  unreasonable  hazard  through  yielding 
to  the  disgrace  of  reproach.  For  it  was  no  disgrace  for  the 
Athenians  to  retreat  with  a  navy  at  a  proper  time ;  but  in  any 
way  whatever,  the  result  would  be  more  disgraceful  should 
they  be  defeated,  and  for  the  state  to  incur  not  only  disgrace, 
but  also  the  greatest  dan^r.  For  after  its  late  misfortunes, 
it  was  hardly  expedient  voluntarily  for  it  to  act  on  the  offens> 
ive  in  any  quarter,  even  with  a  force  that  could  be  relied  up- 
on, or  even  m  a  case  of  absolute  necessity :  how  then  could  it 
without  any  such  compulsion  rush  into  self-chosen  dangers? 
He  ordered  them  therefore  as  quickly  as  possible  to  take  up 
their  wounded,  and  their  land  forces,  with  such  stores  as  they 
had  brought  with  them;  but  to  leave  behind  what  they  had 
taken  from  the  enemy's  country,  that  their  ships  might  be  the 
lighter,  and  to  sail  away  to  Samos,  and  thence,  when  they  had 
collected  all  their  ships,  to  make  their  attacks  upon  fhem, 
whenever  they  had  an  opportunity.     Having  given  this  ad- 
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vice,  lie  acted  accordingly ;  and  so  Phrynichus,  not  on  that 
immediate  occasion  more  than  on  subsequent  ones,  nor  in  that 
business  only,  but  in  all  that  he  had  any  thing  to  do  with, 
proved  himself  to  be  a  man  of  sound  judgment  In  this  way, 
with  an  incomplete  victory,  the  Athenians  inmiediately  broke 
up  their  camp,  and  retired  from  Miletus;  and  the  Argives, 
in  mortification  at  their  defeat,  sailed  off  home  from  Samos  as 
quickly  afi  they  could. 

28.  As  soon  as  it  was  morning,  the  Peloponnesians  weighed 
anchor  frt)m  Tichiussa,  and  put  into  Miletus  after  the  enemy's 
departure ;  and  after  remaining  one  day,  they  took  with  them 
on  the  next  the  Chian  vessels  which  had,  in  me  first  instance, ' 
been  chased  in  company  with  Chalcideus,  and  were  disposed 
to  sail  back  again  for  the  stores  which  they  had  taken  out  of 
their  vessels  at  Tichiussa.  On  their  arrival,  Tissaphemes 
came  to  them  with  his  land  forces,  and  persuaded  them  to  sail 
against  lasus,  in  which  Amorges  their  enemy  maintained 
himself  Accordingly,  having  assaulted  lasus  on  a  sudden, 
and  while  the  inhabitants  thought  nothing  but  that  the  ships 
belonged  to  the  Athenians,  they  took  it ;  and  the  Syracusans 
were  most  distinguished  in  the  action.  Amorges,  who  was  a 
natural  son  of  Pissuthnes,  and  had  revolted  from  ^e  king,  the 
Peloponnesians  took  prisoner,  and  delivered  him  up  to  Tissa- 
phemes to  lead  away  to  the  king,  if  he  pleased,  according  to 
his  orders.  They  men  sacked  lasus;  and  the  army  got 
very  large  treasures^  for  the  place  was  one  of  ancient 
wealth.  The  mercenaries  serving  with  Amorges  they  took  to 
themselves,  and  added  to  their  ranks,  without  doing  ihem.  any 
harm,  as  most  of  them  were  from  the  Peloponnese:  while 
they  delivered  to  Tissaphemes  the  town  and  all  the  captives, 
bom  bond  and  free,  for  each  one  of  whom  they  stipulated  to 
receive  from  him  a  Daric  stater ;  after  which  they  returned  to 
Miletus.  Pedaritus  the  son  of  Leon,  who  had  been  sent  by 
the  LacedaBmonians  to  take  the  command  at  Chios,  they 
dispatched  by  land  to  Erythrae,  with  the  mercenary  force 
taken  from  Amorges,  and  appointed  Philippus  to  remain  on 
the  spot,  as  govemor  of  Miletus.    And  so  the  summer  ended. 

29,  The  following  winter,  when  Tissaphemes  had  put  lasus 
into  a  state  of  defense,  he  passed  on  to  Miletus,  and  distributed 
among  all  the  ships  a  month's  pay,  as  he  had  undertaken  at 

'  rdc — ^KaradiuxOeiaac.'}  See  ch.  It.  3. 
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Lacedaemon,  at  the  rate  of  an  Attic  drachma  a  man  per  day ; 
but  wished  in  Aiture  to  gire  but  three  oboli,  until  he  had  con- 
sulted the  king ;  should  he,  however,  command  it,  he  said  he 
would  give  them  the  fiill  drachma.  When  Hermocrates,  the 
Syracusan  conmiander,  objected  to  this  (for  Theramenes,  in- 
asmuch as  he  was  not  admiral,  but  only  sailing  with  them  to 
deliver  up  the  fleet  to  Astyochus,  was  easy  on  the  subject  of 
pay),  there  was  fixed,  notwithstanding,  a  sum  [for  the  whole 
fleet]  lai^r  by  five  shipe^  than  three  oboli  a  man  per  day.  For 
he  gare  three  talents  a  month  for  five  ships,  and  to  the  rest,  ac- 
cording as  they  had  vessels  beycmd  this  number,  was  given  in 
the  same  proportion. 

30.  The  same  winter,  more  ships,  to  the  nimiber  of  thirty-five, 
having  come  fix>m  home  to  join  the  Athenians  at  Samos,  with 
Charminus,  Strombichides,  and  Euctemon  in  conmiand,  after 
collecting  those  from  Chios  and  all  the  rest,  they  determined, 
having  drawn  lots  for  their  respective  services,  to  blockade 
Miletus  with  their  navel  force,  and  to  send  against  Chios  both 
a  fleet  and  army.    And  they  did  so.     For  Strombichides, 

*  irapd  wb-vTe  vavf.]  If  these  words  could  really  be  interpreted  "  for  every 
five  ships,"  as  Goller  and  Arnold  think,  I  should  then  agree  with  the  lat- 
ter, that  the  whole  passage  might  be  allowed  to  remain  as  it  stands  at  pre&- 
ent.  But  neither  of  them  brings  forward  a  single  instance  of  irapd  being 
thus  used  with  the  distributive  force  oommonly  expressed  by  xard ;  and  in 
the  absence  of  all  such  proo^  it  seems  safer  to  take  the  proposition,  as 
Bloomfield  has  done,  in  a  sense  which  is  recognized  by  the  grammarians. 
This  method  renders  necessary  one  of  the  two  corrections  which  have  been 
made  by  the  editors  in  the  following  sentence— either  the  omission  of  koI 
irevnJKovTo^  or  the  insertion  of  rpidKovra  instead  of  rpia — and  though  it  is  . 
perhaps  of  little  importance  which  is  preferred,  I  have  adopted  the  former, 
as  the  mistake  of  the  copyists  in  that  case  seems  more  easily  accounted 
for  than  in  the  other.  See  Groller's  or  Arnold's  note.  "With  regard  to  the 
question,  why  the  ships  should  be  taken  in  divisions  of  five,  that  number 
might  perhaps  have  been  fixed  on  for  mere  convenience,  as  the  lowest 
which  gave  a  round  sum  in  ttdents,  without  any  fraction.  Or  may  we 
conjecture  that  the  Lacedaemonian  government  had  sent  ont  five  ships  on 
the  expedition,  and  that  their  quota  was  first  considered  by  Tissaphernes, 
as  a  compliment  to  the  leading  state ?  Arnold's  supposition  that  "it  was 
intended  to  exclude  any  state  firom  the  higher  rate  of  pay,  whose  contin- 
gent fell  short  of  five  ships,  in  order  to  encourage  the  allies  to  greater  ex- 
ertions," does  not  seem  very  probable;  and  the  idea  of  role  dXXoic  refer- 
ring "to  those  other  states  who  had  no  ships  at  the  present  moment 
afloat,  but  who  might  at  any  instant  be  supposed  ready  to  send  some,"  is 
surely  inconsistent  with  the  indicative  mood  of  the  verb  r;aav,  which  can 
only  refer  to  such  as  were  actually  afloat  at  the  time  of  the  arrangement 
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Onomades,  and  Euctemon,  haying  -with  them  thirty  shim.,  and 
taking  in  transports  a  part  of  the  thousand  heavy-armed  that  had 
come  to  Miletus,  sailed,  according  to  their  lot,  against  Chios, 
while  the  rest,  remaining  at  Samos  with  seventy-four  ships,  se- 
cured the  command  of  the  sea,  and  advanced  upon  Miletus. 

31.  Astyochus,  happening  at  that  time  to  be  collec^ng  at 
Chios  the  hostages  taken  in  consequence  of  the  conspiracy, 
ceased  from  that,  when  he  found  that  the  ships  with  Thera- 
menes  were  come,  and  that  the  affairs  of  the  confederacy  were 
more  prosperous.  And  taking  a  squadron  consisting  of  ten 
Peloponnesian  and  as  many  Chian  ships,  he  put  out  to  sea, 
and  after  attacking  Pteleum  without  taking  it,  coasted  along 
to  Clazomense,  and  commanded  those  of  Siem  who  favored 
the  Athenian  cause  to  remove  inhtnd  to  Daphnus,  and  to  join 
their  party.  Tamos  also,  who  was  lieutenant-governor  of 
Ionia,  united  in  this  command.  When  they  did  not  Usten  to 
it,  he  made  an  attack  on  the  town,  which  was  unwalled,  and 
not  being  able  to  take  it,  sailed  away  before  a  strong  gale 
himself  to  Phocaea  and  Cuma,  while  the  rest  of  the  ships  put 
into  the  islands  adjacent  to  Clazomense,  namely,  Marathussa, 
Pele,  and  Drymussa.  Having  staid  there  on  account  of  the 
winds,  eight  days,  all  the  property  of  the  Clazomenians  that  had 
been  secretly  stowed  away  there,'  they  partly  ravaged  and  con- 
sumed, and  partly  put  on  board  their  ships ;  and  then  sailed  off 
to  Phocaea  and  Cuma,  to  join  Astyochus. 

32.  While  he  was  there,  embassadors  from  the  Lesbians 
came  to  him,  wishing  to  revolt  again.  And  as  &r  as  he  was 
concerned,  they  gained  his  assent ;  but  when  the  CcHinthians 
and  other  allies  were  not  zealous  for  it,  in  consequence  of  their 
former  failure,  he  weighed  anchor  and  sailed  for  Chios ;  at 
which  place,  after  his  ships  had  been  dispersed  in  a  storm, 
they  arrived  from  different  directions.  After  this,  Pedaritus, 
who  when  we  last  mentioned  him  was  moving  along  the  coast 
by  land  from  Miletus,  arrived  at  Erythrae,  and  then  passed 
over,  himself  and  his  forces,  to  Chios;  where  he  had  also 

»  iwe^cKetro.]  Bloomfield follows  Hobbes  in  translating  this,  "lay  with- 
out the  city,"  altogether  omitting  the  peculiar  force  of  the  two  proposi- 
tions thus  meeting  in  composition,  whether  in  neuter  or  transitive  verbs. 
Compare  I.  137,  where  the  word  occurs  in  exactly  the  same  significa- 
tion; I.  89,  dicKOfii^ovTo  eiOdc  oOev  6n€^e6evTO  iraldag  koI  ywaiKo^fjc.  r. 
Ti. ;  and  Eurip.  Hec.  6,  deiaa^  /**  vne^ene/iirpe  TpuiK^c  X^^^- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


xxxra.,  xxxiv.]  THUOYDIDBa  Vni.  531 

about  five  hundred  soldiers  who  had  been  left  by  Chalcideus' 
from  their  five  ships,  with  their  arms.  And  when  certain  Les- 
bians made  offers  of  revolt,  Astyochus  urged  to  Pedaritus  and 
the  Chians,  that  they  ought  to  go  with  their  ships  and  effect 
the  revolt  of  Lesbos ;  for  so  they  would  eith^  th^nselves  gain 
an  addition  to  the  number  of  their  allies,  or,  in  case  <^  failure, 
would  still  do  the  Athenians  mischief.  Tliey,  however,  did  not 
listen  to  them,  and  Pedaritus  refrised  to  give  up  to  him  the 
■  ships  of  the  Ohians. 

33.  He,  therefore,  taking  the  five  of  the  Corinthians,  a 
sixth  from  Megara,  one  from  Hermione,  and  those  of  the 
Lacedaemonians  which  he  had  come  with,  sailed  for  Miletus,  to 
take  the  command  as  admiral,  after  many  threats  to  the 
Chians  that  assuredly  he  would  not  come  to  their  aid,  should 
they  be  in  any  need  of  it  Having  touched  at  Corycus,  in 
the  Erythraean  country,  he  staid  there  the  night.  The 
Athenians  also,  on  their  passage  from  Samos  to  Chios  with 
their  troops,  were  only  parted  horn  them  by  being  on  the 
other  side  of  a  hill ;  and  so  they  brought  to  for  the  night,  and 
escaped  each  other's  notice.  On  the  arrival  of  a  letter  from 
Pedaritus  in  the  night,  to  say  that  some  Erythraean  prisoners 
after  being  set  at  liberty,  had  come  from  Samos  to  Erythrsea 
for  the  purpose  of  betraying  it,  Astyochus  immediately 
weighed  anchor  again  for  Erythrsea :  within  so  little  was  he  of 
falling  in  with  the  Athenians.  Pedaritus  also  sailed  across  to 
join  him ;  and  having  investigated  the  case  of  the  men  who 
were  thought  to  be  traitors,  when  they  found  that  the  whole 
story  had  been  made  up  in  order  to  effect  the  escape  of  the 
men  from  Samos,  they  acquitted  them  of  the  charge,  and  sailed 
away,  one  to  Chios,  the  other  to  Miletus,  as  he  had  intended. 

34.  In  the  mean  time  also  the  army  of  the  Athenians,  while 
sailing  round  with  the  ships  from  Corycus,  met  with  three 
Chian  vessels  of  war  off  Arginus,  and  on  seeing  them  gave  them 
chase ;  when  a  violent  storm  came  on,  and  the  Chian  ships  with 
difficulty  took  reftige  in  the  harbor.  Of  the  Athenians,  the 
three  which  had  pursued  most  vigorously  were  wrecked,  and 
thrown  up  near  the  city  of  Chios,  die  men  being  either  taken 
prisoners  or  slain ;  while  the  remainder  took  refr^  in  the  har- 
bor under  Mount  Mimas,  called  Phoenicus,  from  whence  they 

'  See  chap.  11  1. 
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afterward  came  to  anchor  in  the  port  of  Lesbos,  and  made  prep- 
arations for  the  work  of  fortification.* 

35*  The  same  winter,  Hippocrates  the  Lacedaemonian, 
having  sailed  from  the  Pelc^nnese  with  ten  Thurian  ships, 
nnder  the  conmiand  of  Dorieus  son  of  Diagoras,  and  two  col- 
leagues, one  Laconian  and  one  Syracusan,  sailed  into  port  at 
CnMus,  which  had  now  revolted  at  the  instigation  of  Tissa- 
phemes.  When  those  at  Miletus  received  intelHg^K^  of  them, 
they  gave  orders  for  hslf  of  the  vessels  to  keep  guard  at 
Cnidus,  and  the  other  half  to  cruise  around  Triopium,  and 
seize  the  merchantm^i  that  were  approaching  from  ^^ypt. 
This  Triopium  is  a  promontory  running  out  from  the  Onidian 
territc^,  and  is  consecrated  to  Apdlo.  But  the  Athenians, 
having  had  notice  of  it,  and  having  sailed  out  from  San»>B, 
seized  the  six  ships  that  were  keeping  guard  at  Triopium, 
though  the  (^ews  escarped  from  them.  After  this  they  put  in 
at  Gnidus,  and  having  assaulted  the  city,  which  w;as  unf(»ti- 
fied,  were  within  a  little  of  taking  it.  The  next  day  they  made 
a  second  assault  on  it ;  but  as  they  did  not  now  do  it  so  much 
damage,  since  the  inhabitants  had  provided  better  defenses 
during  the  night,  and  the  crews  which  had  escaped  from  l^e 
ships  at  Triopium  had  gone  in  to  join  them,  they  withdrew, 
and  after  ravaging  the  territory  of  the  Cnidians,  sailed  back  to 
Samos. 

36.  Astyochus  having  come  about  the  same  time  to  the  fleet 
at  Miletus,  the  Peloponnesians  were  still  abundantly  supplied 
with  every  thing  in  their  camp.  For  pay  was  given  them  to 
a  sufficiently  lai^  amount,  and  the  great  sum  of  money  which 
had  been  raised  from  the  plunder  of  lasus  was  still  at  the 
command  of  the  soldiers,  and  tlie  Milesians  carried  on  the  war 
with  spirit  Nevertheless  the  Pelc^onnesians  considered  that 
the  first  convention  with  Tissaphemes,  which  had  been  con- 
cluded by  Ghalcideus,  was  defective,  and  not  so  much  for  thdir 
advantage  [as  for  his] ;  and,  consequently,  while  Theramenes 
was  yet  there,  they  concluded  another,  which  was  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect : 

37.  "  The  convention  of  the  Lacedaemonians  and  the  allies 
with  king  Darius,  the  sons  of  the  king,  and  Tissaphanes,  that 
there  should  be  a  treaty  and  friendship  between  them  on  these 
terms  :  Whatever  territory  and  cities  belong  to  King  Darius,  or 

^  ^c  "Tov  Teixi(7(i6v]  i.  €.,  for  the  fortification  of  Delphinium.    See  ch.  38.  2. 
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did  belcmg  to  his  father,  or  his  ancestors,  against  these  neither 
the  Lacedaemonians  nor  the  allies  of  the  Lacedssmonians  shall 
be  permitted  to  proceed  for  the  purpose  of  war,  or  for  any  harm : 
neither  shall  the  Lacedaemonians,  nor  their  confederates,  ex- 
act tribute  from  these  cities.  Neither  shall  King  Darius,  or 
any  states  in  the  king's  dominions,  be  allowed  to  proceed 
against  the  Lacedaemonians,  or  their  allies,  for  the  purpose 
of  war  or  other  injury* — Should  the  Lacedaemonians,  or  their 
allies,  require  any  assistance  from  the  king,  or  the  kmg  stand 
in  need  of  any  from  the  Lacedaemonians,  or  their  alues ;  to 
whatever  they  may  gain  each  other's  assent,  that  shall  be  right 
for  them  to  do. — ^Both  parties  shall  carry  on  in  conmion  the 
war  against  the  Athenians  and  their  allies;  and  should  they 
come  to  terms  of  peace,  they  shall  both  do  so  in  common. 
— ^Whatever  troops  shall  be   in  the  king's  country  in  conse- 

Suence  of  the  king's  having'  sent  for  them,  the  king  shall  pay 
ieir  expenses. — ^ould  any  of  the  states  which  have  con- 
cluded this  convention  with  the  king  proceed  i^ainst  the  king's 
country,  the  rest  shall  prevent  it,  and  assist  the  king  to  the 
utmost  of  tlieir  power.  And  should  any  of  those  in  the  king's 
country,  or  in  all  his  dominions,  proceed  against  the  coun- 
try of  the  Lacedaemonians,  or  of  their  allies,  the  king  shall 
prevent  it,  and  assist  them  to  the  uttermost  of  his  power." 

38.  After  this  convention  Theramenes  gave  up  the  fleet  to 
Astyochus,  and  sailing  away  in  a  small  boat  was  lost  at  sea'. 
The  Athenians,  having  now  crossed  over  from  Lesbos  to  Chios 
with  their  army,  and  conmianding  both  land  and  sea,  pro- 
ceeded to  fortify  Delphinium,  a  place  that  was  both  naturally 
strong  on  the  land  side,  contained  several  harbors,  and  was 
not  fur  from  the  city  of  Chios.  Now  the  Chians  having  been 
beaten  in  several  previous  engagements,  and  not  being  on  very 
good  terms  among  themselves,  but  regarding  each  other  with 
suspicion,  because  Tydeus,  son  of  Ion,  and  his  party  had  al- 
ready been  executed  by  Pedaritus  on  the  charge  of  Atticism, 
and  the  rest  of  the  city  was  by  compulsion  reduced  to  an 
oligarchy ;  in  consequence  of  these  things  they  kept  quiet,  and 
thought  neither  themselves  nor  the  mercenaries  under  Pedari- 
tus to  be  a  match  for  the   enemy.      They  sent,  however,  to 

1  df^avtCerat.]  Or,  as  others  render  it,  ''  disappeared  from  the  scene  of 
action :"  but  Bishop  Thirlwall's  interpretation  of  the  word  seems  un- 
doubtedly the  correct  one. 
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Miletus,  urging  Astyochus  to  come  to  their  aid :  and  when  he 
did  not  listen  to  them,  Pedaritus  sent  a  letter  to  Lacedsemon, 
representing  him  as  being  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor.  On  this 
footing  stood  the  aSsm  of  the  Athenians  at  Chios :  while  from 
Samos  their  ships  kept  sailing  out  against  those  at  Miletus, 
and  when  they  did  not  advance  to  meet  them,  they  returned 
again  to  Samos,  and  remained  quiet 

39.  The  same  winter,  the  seven  and  thirty  ships  which 
had  been  equipped  by  the  Lacedaemonians  for  Phamabazus, 
through  the  instrumentality  of  Calligitus  the  Megarean  and 
Timagoras  the  Cyzicene,  put  out  from  the  Beloponnese,  and 
sailed  for-  Ionia,  about  the  period  of  the  solstice,  Antisthenes  a 
Spartan  being  on  board  in  command  of  them.  The  Lacedae- 
monians also  sent  eleven  Spartans  as  assistant  counselors 
for  Astyochus,  one  of  whom  was  Lichas,  the  son  of  Arcesilaus. 
They  were  instructed  on  their  arrival  at  Miletus  to  co-operate 
in  the  arrangement  <^  all  other  affairs,  as  should  be  best,  and 
to  dispatch  these* vessels — either  just  the  number,  more,  or 
fewer — ^to  the  Hellespont,  to  join  Phamabazus,  should  they 
think  |»*oper,  aj^inting  to  the  command  of  th^n  Glearchus 
the  son  of  Ramphias,  who  sailed  out  witii  them ;  and  also,  if 
the  eleven  commissioners  deemed  fit,  to  depose  Astyochus 
from  the  office  of  admiral,  and  appoint  Antisthenes ;  for  they 
were  sui^ieious  of  him  in  consequence  of  the  letters  from 
Pedaritus. .  Sailing  therefore  from  Malea  across  the  open  sea 
the  squadron  touched  at  Melos,  and  there  £Edling  in  with  ten 
Athenian  ships  took  three  of  them  empty,  and  burned  them. 
After  this,  being  afraid  that  those  of  the  Athenian  vessels 
which  had  escaped  from  Melos  might  (as  was  the  case)  give 
information  of  their  approach  to  those  at  Samos,  they  sailed 
to  Crete,  and  having  made  their  voyage  longer  by  taking  this 
precaution,  they  made  the  land  at  Caunus,  in  Asia;  from 
which  place,  considering  themselves  to  be  now  in  safety,  they 
sent  a  message  to  the  ships  at  Miletus,  in  order  to  be  convoyed 
by  them  along  the  coast 

40.  At  this  same  time  the  Chians  and  Pedaritus  sent 
messengers  to  Astyochus,  notwithstanding  his  holding  back, 
and  begged  him  to  succor  them  in  their  siege  with  all  his 
fleet,  and  not  to  permit  the  largest  of  the  allied  cities  in  Ionia 
to  be  both  excluded  from  the  use  of  the  sea,  and  wasted  by 
forays  on  the  land-     For  the  slaves  of  the   Chians  being 
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numeiouB,  and  indeed  forming  the  largest  body  th^^  was  in 
any  one  city,  except  that  of  the  Lacedaemonians,  and  at  the 
same  time  being,  in  consequence  of  their  great  numbers,  pun- 
ished more  severely  than  usual  in  cases  of  offense,  when  the 
Athenian  army  appeared  to  be  firmly  estaUished,  with  the 
advantage  of  a  fortified  position,  the  greater  part  deserted  to 
them ;  and  these  did  the  most  mischief  to  the  country,  through 
their  acquaintance  with  it  The  Chians  therefi>re  represented, 
that  while  there  was  still  a  hope  and  possibility  of  stepping 
them,  while  Delphinium  was  ^jHH  being  ^Drtified,  and  not  yet 
completed,  and  a  higher  wall  was  being  erected  round  their 
camp  and  the  ships,  it  was  incumbent  on  him  to  assist  them. 
And  although  Astyochus,  because  of  his  threat  on  the  occa- 
uon  already  mentioned,  had  not  intended  to  do  it,  when  he 
saw  that  the  allies  also  were  anxious  for  their  relief  he  set  out 
to  succor  them. 

41.  In  the  mean  time  tidings  came  from  Caunus  that  the 
seven  and  twenty  ships,  witli  the  Lacedaemonian  counselors, 
were  come.  And  thinking  every  thing  else  of  secondary  im- 
portance, compared  with  his  convoying  so  large  a  number  of 
ships,  in  order  that  they  might  more  entirely  command  the  sea, 
and  with  the  safe  passage  of  the  Lacedaemonians  who  had  come 
to  observe  his  conduct,  he  immediately  gave  up  going  to  the 
relief  of  Chios,  and  sailed  to  Caunus.  Having  kmded,  as  he 
coasted  along,  at  Cos  Meropis,*  which  was  umortified,  and  in 
ruins  in  consequence  of  an  earthquake  which  they  had  expe- 
rienced— ^the  most  violent  one  which  I  ever  remember — ^he 
sacked  the  town,  the  men  having  fled  to  the  mountains,  and 
by  incursions  made  spoil  of  the  country,  excepting  the  free 
population,  whom  he  released.  Having  come  from  Cos  to  Cni- 
dus  by  night,  he  was  constrained  by  the  advice  of  the  Ciilidians 
not  to  land  his  seamen,  but  to  sail,  just  as  he  was,  straightway 
against  the  twenty  Athenian  ships  with  which  Charminus,  one 
of  the  generals  at  Samos,  was  on  the  look-out  for  those  seven 
and  twenty  ships  that  were  approaching  from  the  Peloponnese, 
and  to  join  which  Astyochus  also  was  coasting  along.  For 
those  at  Samos  had  heard  from  Melos  of  their  approach,  and 

*  Kwv  T^v  t/Lepomdcu]  *'  According  to  the  old  mythical  lang^uage,  *  Cos 
first  settled  by  the  hero  Merops.'  See  Stephan.,  Byzant,  Hesychius,  etc 
According  to  the  interpretation  now  given  to  this  language,  'Cos  first 
settled  by  the  people  called  Meropes.' " — Arnold. 
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Channinus  was  watching  for  them  about  Sjme,  Ohalce, 
Rhodes,  and  Lycia ;  as  by  this  time  he  was  aware  of  their 
b^ng  at  Oamius* 

42.  Astyochus  therefore  sailed  immediately  to  Syme,  before 
he  was  heard  o^  cm  the  chance  of  finding  the  ships  somewhere 
out  at  sea.  But  the  rain  and  the  cloi^y  state  of  the  atmos- 
phere which  he  encoimtered  camsed  the  dispersion  of  his  ships 
during  the  dark,  and  threw  them  into  confusion.  In  the  morn- 
ing, when  his  fleet  had  been  separated,  and  the  lefb  wing  was 
now  in  sight  of  the  Athenians,  while  the  rest  of  it  was  still 
dispersed  around  the  idand,  Oharminus  and  the  Athenians  put 
out  against  it  with  all  speed,  with  fewer  than  their  twenty- 
ships,  thinking  that  these  were  the  vessels  they  were  watching 
for,  namely,  those  from  Oaunus.  Having  attadced  them,  there- 
fiwe,  immediately,  they  sank  three,  and  severely  damaged  some 
others,  and  had  the  advantage  in  the  action,  until  the  larger  di- 
vision of  the  fleet  unexpectedly  came  in  sight,  and  they  were 
surrounded  on  every  side.  They  then  took  to  flight,  and  hav- 
ing lost  six  ships,  fled  for  refuge  with  the  rest  to  the  island  of 
Teutlussa,  and  dience  to  Halicamassus.  After  this  the  Pelo- 
ponnesians  put  into  Onidus,  and  the  seven  and  twenty  ships 
from  Caunus  having  effected  a  junction  with  them,  they  sailed 
with  the  whole  number,  and  erected  a  trophy  on  Syme,  and 
then  came  to  anchor  again  at  Onidus. 

43.  The  Athenians,  on  hearing  the  particulars  of  the  en- 
gagement, having  sailed  with  all  their  ships  from  Samos  to 
Syme,  made  no  attack  on  the  fleet  at  Onidus,  or  that  on  them, 
but  took  their  naval  stores,^  whidi  were  at  Syme,  and  after 
touching  at  Lorymi  on  the  ccmtinent,  sailed  back  to  Samos. 
And  now  all  the  Peloponnesian  ships  at  Onidus  were  refitted, 
80  far  as  they  required  it ;  and  the  eleven  Lacedaemonian  com- 
missicNuers  held  a  conference  with  Tissaphemes  (for  he  had 
come  to  meet  them),  both  respecting  what  had  already  been 
done,  if  there  was  aught  that  did  not  please  them,  and  with 
reference  to  future  hostilities,  in  what  way  they  might  be  con- 
ducted most  to  the  benefit  and  advantage  of  both  parties. 
lichas,  more  especially,  k^t  an  eye  on  the  transactions,  and 

'  Td,  GKevrff  K.  T.  X.]  ''i.  6.,  the  masts  and  sails  of  Charminus'  squadron, 
which,  according  to  custom,  had  been  left  on  shore  at  Syme^  when  the 
ships  put  to  sea  suddenly  to  attack  the  fleet  of  Astyochus.  See  chapii 
42.  2."— ^rwoW. 
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said,  "  that  neither  of  the  two  treaties  were  properly  drawn  up, 
neither  that  of  Chalcideus,  nor  that  of  Theramenes,  but  it  was 
a  shameful  thing  that  the  king  should  even  now  claim  to  be 
master  of  all  the  country  over  which  he  and  his  ancestors  had 
formerly  had  dominion.  For  in  that  was  involved  the  re-sub- 
jugation of  all  the  islands,  with  Thessaly,  Locris,  and  as  &r  a«) 
Boeotia ;  and  so,  instead  of  freedom,  the  Lacedaemonians  would 
be  putting  the  Median  yoke  on  the  Greeks.  He  told  them, 
therefore,  to  conclude  another  and  a  better  treaty,  or  at  any 
rate  they  would  not  act  according  to  this ;  nor  did  they  want 
any  of  his  supplies  on  these  terms.  But  Tissaphernes,  beiug 
offended  at  this,  went  away  from  them  in  a  rage,  and  without 
settling  any  thing. 

44.  They,  in  consequence  of  communications  from  some  of 
the  most  powerful  men  there,  were  disposed  to  sail  to  Rhodes; 
hoping  to  bring  over  to  their  side  an  island  which  was  strong 
both  in  its  number  of  seamen  and  its  l^uid  forces ;  and  more- 
over thinking  that  they  should  themselves  be  able  to  maintain 
their  fleet  from  their  own  confederacy,  without  asking  Tissa- 
phernes for  money.  Having  sailed,  tlierefore,  immediately, 
that  same  winter,  from  Cnidus,  and  having  first  put  in  wifii 
ninety-four  ships  to  Camirus  in  the  Rhodian  territory,  they 
frightened  away  most  of  the  inhabitants,  who  were  not  aware 
of  their  intentions,  and  therefore  fled,  especially  as  the  town 
was  unfortified.  Then,  having  assembled  both  these  and  the 
people  from  the  two  other  towns,  lindus  and  lalysus,  the  Lstr 
cedaemonians  prevailed  on  the  Rhodians  to  revolt  from  the 
Athenians.  And  so  Rhodes  joined  the  Peloponnesian  confed- 
eracy. The  Athenians,  having  got  notice  of  it,  sailed  at  this 
time  with  their  ships  from  S^os,  wishing  to  anticipate  them, 
and  came  within  sight  of  the  island  as  they  lay  out  at  sea ; 
but  being  a  little  too  late,  they  sailed  back  in  the  first  instance 
to  Chalce,  thence  to  Samos,  and  afterward  carried  on  the  war 
against  Rhodes  by  attacks  from  Chalce,  Cos,  and  Samos.  The 
Peloponnesians  levied  money  from  the  Rhodians  to  the  amount 
of  two  and  thirty  talents ;  but  in  other  respects  lay  still  for 
eighty  days,  having  drawn  up  the  ships  on  shore. 

46.  In  the  mean  time,  and  at  even  a  still  earlier  period,  be* 
fore  they  removed  to  Rhodes,  the  following  negotiations  were 
being  carried  on  :  Alcibiades  being  suspected  by  the  Pelopon- 
nesians after  the  death  of  Chalcideus  and  the  battle  of  Miletus, 

23* 
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and  instructions  having  been  sent  by  thep.from  Lacedsemon 
to  Astyochus  to  put  him  to  death  (for  he  was  a  personal  ene- 
my of  Agis,  and  in  other  ways  appeared  to  be  unworthy  of 
trust),  he  first  retired  in  alarm  to  the  court  of  Tissaphemes, 
and  then  did  the  greatest  harm  he  could  to  the  cause  of  the 
Peloponnesians  wim  him.  Being  his  adviser  on  all  points,  he 
cut  down  the  pay,  so  that  instead  of  an  Attic  drachma  three 
oboli  were  given,  aiid  that  not  regularly ;  telling  Tissaphemes 
to  represent  to  them  that  the  Athemans,  who  for  a  longer  time 
had  had  experience  in  naval  matters,  gave  their  men  but  three 
oboli;  not  so  much  from  poverty,  as  that  their  seamen  might 
not  grow  insolent  from  abundance,  and  either  be  less  able- 
bodied,  through  spending  money  on  such  things  as  produce 
weakness,  or  desert  their  ships  by  means  of  leaving  their  ar- 
rears of  pay  as  a  security  for  them.^  He  also  gave  him  such 
instructions,  that  by  giving  money  he  persuaded  the  trierarchs 
and  generals  of  the  different  states  to  concede  these  points  to 
him,  excepting  the  Syracusans;  but  of  these  Hermocrates 
alone  opposed  him  on  behalf  of  the  whole  confederacy.  The 
states,  too,  which  applied  for  money,  he  dismissed  with  an  an- 
swer from  himself  on  the  part  of  Tiss^hemes,  alleging  by 
way  of  refrisal,  that  ^  the  Chians  were  shameless,  who,  though 
the  wealthiest  of  the  Greeks,  and  being  protected  as  they 
were  by  the  aid  they  were  receiving,  expected  others  to  risk 
both  their  p^sons  and  their  purses  for  their  liberty."  With 
regard  to  the  rest  of  the  states,  which  used  before  their  revolt 
to  lavish  their  money  on  the  Athenians,  he  said  that  they 
were  wrong  if  they  would  not  now  also  contribute  as  much, 
or  even  more,  for  their  own  interests.  He  idso  represented 
that  Tissaphemes  was  naturally  sparing  at  present,  inasmuch 
as  he  was  carrying  on  the  war  with  his  own  resources ;  but 
that  if  supplies  should  ever  come  down  from  the  king,  he  would 
give  them  their  full  pay,  and  afford  the  states  all  proper  relief. 
46.  He  likewise  advised  Tissaphemes  ^  not  to  be  in  too  great 
a  hurry  to  bring  the  war  to  a  conclusion ;  nor  to  be  anxious, 
by  either  bringing  the  Phoenician  fleet  which  he  was  equip- 
ping, or  giving  pay  to  a  larger  body  of  Greeks,  to  confer  on 

*  kg  d^fipeiav.']  That  is,  that  the  larger  pay  wat:  considered  as  a  security 
for  the  men's  returning  to  their  post,  when  summoned,  and  therefore  as  a 
reason  for  greater  indulgences  in  granting  leave  of  absence  than  was 
proved  by  the  result  to  be  consistent  with  the  interests  of  the  service. 
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the  same  party  the  command  both  of  land  and  sea ;  but  to  let 
them  each  hold  a  divided  sway,  and  so  leave  the  king  the 
power  at  all  times  to  lead  the  one  party  or  the  other  against 
those  who  were  amioying  him.  I^  on  the  contrary,  the  com- 
mand both  by  land  and  sea  were  united,  he  would  be  at  a  loss 
for  any  party  to  assist  in  overthrowing  the  stronger ;  unless 
he  should  himself  ever  choose  to  arise  and  carry  out  the  con- 
test with  them  at  a  great  expense  and  hazard.  It  was  a 
cheaper  ridk  to  wear  down  the  Greeks  against  each  other,  at  a 
trifling  share  of  the  expense,  and  at  the  same  time  with  secu- 
rity to  himself.  And  the  Athenians,  he  said,  were  a  more  de- 
sirable people  to  share  the  empire  with  him ;  for  ibey  were 
less  desirous  of  possessions  on  shore,  and  carried  on  the  war 
with  both  a  profession  and  a  practice  most  adi^antageous  to 
him,  as  they  would  unite  with  him  in  subjugating,  as  far  as 
the  sea  was  concerned,  to  themselves  and  to  him  all  the  Greeks 
who  lived  in  the  king's  country ;  while  the  other  party,  on  the 
contrary,  had  come  to  liberate  them.  Nor  was  it  likely  that 
the  Lacedsemonians  should  at  the  present  time  be  liberating 
the  Greeks  from  men  of  their  own  Grecian  race,  and  should 
omit  to  liberate  them  from  those  who  were  barbarians ;  unless 
they  should  ever  Ml  in  reducing  the  Athenians.*  He  urged 
them,  therefore,  to  wear  them  botli  out  at  first,  and  after  cut- 
ting off  as  much  as  possible  from  the  power  of  the  Atheni- 
ans, then  to  get  rid  of  the  Peloponnesians  frx)m  his  country." 
Tissaphemes  adopted  these  views  in  the  main,  so  far,  at  least, 
OS  might  be  conjectured  from  his  actions.  For  having  on  this 
account  placed  himself  in  the  confidence  of  Alcibiades,  as  of 
one  who  had  given  him  good  advice  on  the  sulbject,  he  both 
scantily  supplied  the  Peloponnesians  with  money,  and  would 
not  allow  them  to  fight  by  sea ;  but  by  telling  them  that  the 
Phoenician  fleet  should  come  to  them,  and  that  so  they  should 
contend  with  superabundant  strength,  he  greatly  injured  their 
cause,  and  took  off  the  vigor  of  tSeir  navy,  which  had  been 
very  great;  and  in  all  other  reacts,  too  evidently  to  escape 
observation,  he  wanted  hearty  zeal  in  co-operating  with  them. 
47.  Alcibiades   gave  this  advice  to  Tissaphemes   and  the 

*  i}v  firi  TTore  airovcy  k.  t.  X.]  I  have  followed  Haack's  and  Poppo's  in- 
terpretation of  this  passage,  "nisi  si  quando eos ( Athenienses) non  everte- 
rint,"  rather  than  Herman's,  who  supposes  that  the  word  fiij  only  in- 
creases the  force  of  the  negative :  "  nisi  hi  barbari  Grsecos,  quos  sub 
ditione  bvl&  tenerent,  etiam  delevissent." 
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king,  while  he  was  with  them,  bol^  because  he  thought  it  best 
for  th^m,  and,  at  the  same  time,  because  he  was  further  pro- 
viding for  his  owH  restoraticm  to  his  country;  knowing  that 
if  he  did  not  hnng  it  to  ruin,  he  would  some  time  or  other 
have  means  of  ])enuadinff  his  countrymen,  and  returning  to 
it  But  the  way  in  whidi  he  thought  he  shoidd  persuade  them 
most  easily  was  this,  namely,  by  Tissaj^emes'  appearing  to  bo 
in  his  interest  And  so  it  turned  out ;  for  when  the  Athenian 
soldiers  at  Samos  foniul  that  he  had  great  influence  with  him, 
[the  plan  was  adopted]  to  a  certain  extent,  in  consequence  of 
Alcibiades  having  sent  word  to  the  most  powerful  individuals 
among  them,  to  let  it  be  mentioned  to  ike  most  respectable 
people,  that  he  wished  to  return  home  on  condition  of  there 
being  an  oligarchy,  and  not  that  unprincipled  democracy  which 
had  banished  him ;  and  after  making  Tissaph^nes  their  ^end, 
to  ^joy  his  privileges  as  a  citizen  with  them  ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  the  trierarchs  and  the  most  influential  Athenians  at  Samos, 
were  of  themsdves  still  more  eager  for  abolishing  the  democracy. 
48.  This  design,  therefore,  was  first  moot^  in  the  camp, 
and  thence  spread  to  the  city.  Accordingly,  certain  individu- 
als went  over  from  Samos,  and  had  an  interview  with  Alcibi- 
ades ;  and  when  he  held  out  that  he  would  first  make  lissa- 
phemes  their  friend,  and  then  the  king,  in  case  they  were  not 
under  a  democratical  government  (for  so  the  king  would  place 
greater  reliance  on  them),  the  aristocratical  party  among  tho 
citizens,  who  also  suffered  most  at  present,  entertained  many 
hopes  of  getting  the  government  into  their  own  hands,  as  well 
as  of  gaining  the  victory  over  the  enemy.  Accordingly  they 
went  to  Samos,  and  united  in  a  club  such  men  as  favored 
their  views,  openly  representing  to  the  people  at  large  that  tho 
king  would  be  their  friend,  and  supply  them  with  money,  if 
Alcibiades  were  restored,  and  they  were  not  governed  by  a 
democracy.  The  multitude,  thcMigh  annoyed  to  a  certain 
extent  by  these  negotiations,  remained  quiet  because  of 
their  abundant  hopes  of  pay  from  the  king ;  while  those  who 
were  for  establishing  the  oligarchy,  afier  they  had  commu- 
nicated their  designs  to  the  mass  of  the  people,  again  con- 
sidered the  proposals  of  Alcibiades  among  themselves*  and 

1  Kal  a^laiv  avTolCy  k.  t.  X.]  Dobree,  Groller,  Poppo,  and  Arnold  agree 
in  thinking  that  iv  must  be  inserted  before  c^iaiv,  without  which  the 
passage  seems  to  them  not  fairly  intelligible.    But  may  not  this  be  r»- 
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tho  greater  part  of  their  associates.  To  the  rest,  then,  they 
appeared  advantageous  and  wcHthy  of  their  confidence;  but 
Phrynichus,  who  was  still  general,  was  not  at  all  pleased  with 
them,  but  thought  that  Alcibiades  (as  was  really  the  case)  had 
no  more  desire  for  an  oligarchy  than  for  a  democracy,  or  con- 
sidered any  thing  else  but  how,  by  bringir^  the  state  to  change 
its  present  constituti<m,  he  might  obtain  bis  recall  by  the  in- 
vitation of  his  associates.  "  What  they  themselves,  however, 
should  most  especially  look  to,  was,"  he  said,  "  to  avoid  being 
rent  by  factions.  That  it  was  not  for  the  king's  advantage, 
when  llie  Peloponnesians  were  now  on  an  equality  at  sea,  and 
held  none  of  the  least  cities  in  his  dominion,  to  incur  trouble 
by  siding  with  the  Athenians,  whom  he  did  not  trust,  when 
he  might  have  made  the  Peloponnesians  his  friends,  by  whom 
he  had  never  yet  been  injured.  As  for  the  allied  states,  again, 
to  whom,  forsooth,  they  had  promised  an  oligarchy,  because 
they  themselves  also  would  cease  to  be  under  a  democracy,  he 
well  knew  that  neither  those  which  had  revolted  would  any 
the  more  on  that  account  come  over  to  them,  nor  those  that 
were  left  be  more  stanch  to  them ;  for  they  would  not  wish 
to  be  slaves  with  either  an  oligarchy  or  a  democracy,  rather 
than  to  be  free,  under  whichever  of  tiiose  two  forms  of  govern- 
ment they  might  obtain  their  liberty.     And  with  regard  to  the 

garded  as  a  "dativus  instrumenti?"  which  is  certainly  used  sometimes 
with  reference  to  persons,  though  less  commonly  than  to  things.  One 
instance  of  it  is  given  by  Jelf;  Gtt,  Gr.  §  608,  Obs.  3,  from  Soph.  El.  226, 
rtvt  yap  itot*  dv,  ^  (^iXia  yevedXaj  'jrp6(7<jiopov  dK0V(7ai/i*  trrof  ;  and  perhaps 
a  second  might  have  been  added  from  the  same  play,  v.  441,  el  aoi 
irpoGf^iXCig  airy  doKel  Tipa  rdd*  oitv  rdtpoiai  de^aoBcu  veKv^.  Matthise,  § 
396,  brings  forward  another  undoubted  instance  from  Eur.  HeracL  392, 

dvSpa  yap  XP^^^ ou/c  dyyiXoiai  Todg  havHovg  dpdv '  and  another  less 

certain  one  from  Xen.  Cyrop.  One  instance  may  also,  I  think,  be  quoted 
from  Thucydides  himself  tlK)Ugh  I  am  not  aware  that  it  ever  has,  viz., 
VIIL  B2. 3,  ^wiBoLve  6k  r^  'A>Uc6<a($^  r^  fiht  Ttaaafjtipvei  rodg  'Adijvalovg 
tpoffelVf  Ikuvolq  6h  rdv  Tiaaa^pvriv.  There  seems,  therefore,  to  be  no 
sufficient  reason  why  the  same  construction  should  not  have  beei^  used 
here.  If  this  be  admitted,  I  would  apply  the  same  principle  to  two 
other  passages  of  our  author,  of  which  I  have  before  taken  a  diflTerent 
view,  viz.,  I.  26,  olre  KopivOicf)  dvSpi  frpoKarapxafievoiy  and  V.  38.  4, 
ovK  d2,Xa  ilJtj(l>uladcu  ^  a  a^ai  irpodiayvovTeg  irapaivovaiv.  "With  regard 
to  the  former,  when  I  wrote  the  note  on  it,  I  had  not  seen  the  quotation 
with  which  Poppo  corroborates  Bloomfield's  interpretatipn,  and  which 
puts  it  beyond  a  doubt,  I  think,  that  Arnan,  at  any  rate,  took  the  same 
view  of  it. 
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respectable  classes,  as  they  were  called,  they  considered  that 
the  oligarchs  would  not  cause  them  less  trouble  than  the 
popular  government,  being  as  they  were  the  authors  and  in- 
troiducers  of  projects  which  were  evil  for  the  people,  and  frona 
which  they  themselves  derived  the  most  benefit  Indeed  as  far 
as  depended  on  them,  they  would  be  put  to  death  without  trial, 
and  even  by  measures  of  violence ;  whereas  the  commons  were 
their  refuge,  and  the  moderators  of  the  other  party.  And  as  the 
states  had  learned  these  things  from  positive  hct&y  he  well  knew 
that  such  was  their  opinion  on  the  subject  For  himself  llien, 
he  was  pleased  wiUi  none  of  the  schemes  carried  on  by  Alci- 
biades  at  present,  as  before." 

49.  But  those  members  of  the  association  who  had  as- 
sembled acceded  to  the  present  proposals,  as  they  had  at  first 
determined,  and  prepared  to  send  Pisander  and  some  others  on 
an  embassy  to  Athens,  to  treat  for  the  return  of  Alcibiades  and 
the  abolition  of  the  democracy  in  that  city,  and  so  to  gain  the 
friendship  of  Tissaphemes  for  the  Athenians. 

50.  But  when  Phrynichus  saw  that  there  would  be  a  pro- 
posal for  the  recall  of  Alcibiades,  and  that  the  Athenians 
would  accede  to  it,  being  afraid,  on  considering  the  opposite 
tendency  of  what  had  been  maintained  by  himself,  that  if  he 
were  restored  he  would  do  him  some  mischief,  as  one  who  had 
impeded  his  plans,  he  had  recourse  to  the  following  device.  He 
sent  to  Astyochus  the  Lacedaemonian  admiral,  who  was  still  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Miletus,  with  secret  instructions  that 
Alcibiades  was  ruining  their  cause  by  bringing  Tissaphemes 
into  friendship  with  tibe  Athenians ;  expressly  mentioning  all 
the  other  matters  also,  and  pleading  that  it  was  pardonable 
in  him  to  devise  evil  against  a  man  who  was  an  enemy,  even 
though  it  were  to  the  detriment  of  the  state.  Now  Astyochus 
did  not  so  much  as  think  of  punishing  Alcibiades — especially 
as  he  no  longer  put  himself  in  his  power  as  he  used  to  do — ^but 
having  gone  up  to  him  and  Tissaphemes  at  Magnesia,  at  once 
told  mem  the  contents  of  the  letter  from  Samos,  acting  as  an 
informer  to  them,  and  for  his  own  private  gain  devoting  him- 
self, as  was  said,  to  the  interest  of  Tissaphemes  both  on  these 
cind  on  all  other  matters :  for  which  reason  also  he  was  the  more 
gentle  in  remonstrating  with  him  respecting  the  pay  not  being 
given  in  full.  Alcibiades  immediately  sent  a  letter  to  Samos 
giving  information  against  Phrynichus  to  the  authorities  there, 
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telling  them  what  he  had  done,  and  requiring  that  he  should 
be  put  to  death.  Phiynichu$,>  being  confounded  and  in  the 
most  extreme  danger^  sent  again  to  Astyochus,  reproaching 
him  because  his  former  information  had  not  been  duly  kept 
secret,  and  teUing  him  now  that  he  was  prepared  to  give  them 
an  of^rtnnity  of  destroying  the  whole  Atheniau  armament  at 
Samoa;  describing  the  particulars  0ii^^1i9$fiy  in  which  he 
could  do  it,  as  Samoa  was  unfortifie<^';Va^d  pleading  that  it  was 
not  now  culpable  in  him,  being,  as  he  was,  in  danger  of  his  life 
through  them,  to  do  this,  or  any  thing  else,  rather  than 
be  destroyed  by  his  bitterest  enemies.  Astyochus  gave  in- 
formation of  this  also  to  Alcibiades.  i' 

51.  Now  when  Phrynichus  had  discovered  beforehand  that 
he  was  doing  him  injury,  and  that  a  letter  from  Alcibiades  on 
the  subject  was  on  the  point  of  arriving,  he  himself  anticipated 
it  by  announcing  it  to  tiie  army,  that  as  Samos  was  unfortified, 
and  all  the  ships  were  not  stationed  within  the  harbor,  the 
enemy  intended  to  attack  the  camp :  that  he  had  certain  in- 
telligence of  this,  and  that  they  ought  as  quickly  as  possible  to 
fortify  Samos  and  put  every  thing  else  in  a  state  of  defense. 
Now  he  was  himself  general,  and  so  had  full  authority  to  carry 
out  these  measures.  Accordingly  they  prepared  for  the  work 
of  fortification;  and  owing  to  this  Samos  was  the  more, 
quickly  walled,  though  it  would  have  been  so  under  anv  cir- 
cumstances. Not  long  after  came  the  letters  from  Alcibiades, 
saying  that  the  army  was  going  to  be  betrayed  by  Phrynichus, 
and  that  the  enemy  were  on  the  point  of  attacking  them.  As, 
however,  Alcibiades  was  not  thought  to  be  worthy  of  credit,  but 
to  have  had  a  previous  acquaintance  with  the  plans  of  the 
enemy,  and  through  personal  dislike  to  have  attributed  them  to 
Phrynichus,  as  though  he  were  privy  to  them,  he  did  him  no 
harm,  but  rather  bore  witness  to  nis  statement  by  sending  this 
intelligence. 

52.  Afiter  this,  Alcibiades  tried  to  bring  over  and  persuade 
Tissaphemes  to  the  friendship  of  the  Athenians;  and  he, 
though  afraid  of  the  Peloponnesians,  because  they  were  there 
with  more  ships  than  the  Athenians,  was  still  disposed  to  be 
convinced  by  him,  if  by  any  means  he  could ;  especially  since 
he  had  observed  the  dissatisfiaction  of  the  Peloponnesians 
which  had  been  expressed  at  Cnidus  about  the  treaty  of 
Theramenes  (for  as  at  this  time  they  were  at  Rhodes,  it  had 
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already  occurred  ^),  in  the  course  of  which  Lichas  had  verified 
the  observation  which  had  before  been  made  by  Alcibiades 
about  the  Lacedaemonians  liberating  all  the  states  when  he 
said  that  it  was  an  intolerable  agreement  that  the  king  should 
be  master  of  the  cities  over  which,  at  an  earher  period,  either 
himself  or  his  Others  had  had  dominion.  Alcibiades  then,  in- 
asmuch as  he  was  struggling  for  a  great  object,  was  earnestly- 
courting  and  sohciting  lissaphemes. 

53.  The  Athenian  embassadors,  on  the  other  hand,  who  had 
been  sent  from  Samos  with  Pisander,  on  their  arrival  at  Athens, 
delivered  an  address  belbre  the  people,  giving  a  smnmary  of 
many  arguments,  but  most  especially  urging,  Uiat  by  recalling 
Alcibiades,  and  not  being  under  a  democratical  government  in 
the  same  manner  as  hitherto,  they  might  both  have  the  king 
for  an  ally,  and  gain  the  victory  over  the  Peloponnesians. 
When  many  others  opposed  them  on  the  subject  of  the  de- 
mocracy, and  the  enemies  of  Alcibiades  at  the  same  time 
exclaimed  that  it  was  a  shamed  thing  if  he  were  to  return 
by  doing  violence  to  the  laws ;  and  the  EumolpidsB  and  Ceryces 
adjured  them  with  regard  to  the  mysteries,  for  which  he  had 
been  banished,  and  appealed  to  the  gods  against  their  restoring 
him ;  Pisander  came  forward  in  the  face  of  much  opposition 
and  indignant  protesting,  and  taking  aside  each  one  of  his 
opponents,  asked  him  whether  he  had  any  hope  of  preserva- 
tion for  the  state,  since  the  Peloponnesians  had  no  fewer  ships 
than  themselves  opposed  to  them  on  the  sea,  and  more  cities 
in  alliance  with  them,  while  the  king  and  Tissaphernes  sup- 
plied them  with  money ;  whereas  they  themselves  had  no 
longer  any,  unless  some  one  should  persuade  the  king  to  come 
over  to  their  side.  When,  on  being  thus  questioned,  they  al- 
lowed that  they  had  not,  he  then  said  to  them  plainly,  "  This 
advantage,  then,  can  not  be  attained  by  us,  if  we  do  not  adopt 
a  more  temperate  policy,  and  put  the  offices  into  the  hands  of 
a  smaller  number,  that  the  king  may  place  confidence  in 


ridri  ytlp — iyeyevvro.']  "  That  is  to  say,  the  quarrel  had  taken  place 
at  Cnidus  (ch.  43.  2-4),  and  from  Onidus  the  Peloponnesians  had  moved 
to  Rhodes  (ch.  44.  1),  therefore  as  the  Peloponnesians  were  arrived  at 
Rhodes  when  Alcibiades  made  his  application  to  Tissaphernes,  it  was 
perfectly  possible  for  Tissaphernes  to  be  influenced  in  his  reception  of  the 
proposals  by  his  feeling  of  resentment  toward  the  Peloponnesians,  as 
that,  having  occurred  while  they  were  at  Cnidus,  must  have  been  prior 
to  his  interview  with  Alcibiades." — Arnold. 
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(and  that  we  may  not  consult  so  much  at  present  about  a  fonn 
of  government  as  about  the  preservation  of  the  state :  for  we 
shall  have  power  to  alter  hereafter  whatever  may  not  please 
us)— and,  moreover,  if  we  do  not  restore  Alcibiades,  who  is  the 
only  man  at  present  that  can  ef^t  this." 

54.  The  people  were  at  first  very  indignant  on  hearing  mention 
made  of  the  oHgarchy ;  but  when  plainly  informed  by  Pisander 
that  there  were  no  other  means  of  preservation,  bemg  a£raid, 
and  at  the  same  time  having  hopes  of  changing  it  again,  ^  they 
gave  way.  Accordingly  they  resolved  that  Pisander  and  ten 
commissioners  with  him  should  sail  and  conclude,  as  they  might 
think  would  be  best,  the  negotiations  both  with  Tissaphemes 
and  Alcibiades.  At  the  same  time,  on  Pisander's  falsdy  ac- 
cusing Phrynichus,  the  people  deposed  him  from  his  command 
with  his  colleague  Scironides,  and  sent  IHomedon  and  Leon  to 
the  fleet  as  generals  in  their  stead.  For  Pisander  calumniated 
Phrynichus  by  sajring  that  he  had  betrayed  lasus  and  Amor- 
ges,  only  because  he  did  not  think  him  &vorable  to  the  ne- 
gotiations carried  on  with  Alcibiades.  Pisander  likewise  visited 
all  the  clubs,  which  had  previously  existed  in  the  city  for  mu- 
tual support  in  law-suits  and  elections  to  offices,  and  exhorted 
them  to  unite  together  and  by  common  counsels  abolish  the 
democracy;  and  afber  making  all  his  other  preparations  to 
suit  the  present  state  of  affairs,  so  that  there  might  be  no  more 
delay,  he  himself  with  the  ten  commissioners  proceeded  on  his 
voyage  to  Tissaphemes. 

55.  In  the  course  of  this  winter  Leon  and  Diomedon,  having 
by  this  time  reached  the  Athenian  fleet,  made  an  attack  upon 
Rhodes.  The  ships  of  the  Peloponnesians  they  found  hauled 
up  :  and  having  made  a  descent  on  the  territory,  and  defeated 
in  an  engagement  those  of  the  Rhodians  who  wept  out  against 
them,  they  withdrew  to  Chalce,  and  carried  on  the  war  from 

'  iXmCiDv.]  ^EneXiri^uv  is  the  reading  which  Bekker  ado^  from  nine 
of  the  MSS.  in  the  sense  of  "  building  their  hope  on  this."  But  as  this  use 
of  the  word  appears  to  belong  to  later  writers  only,  it  would  perhaps  be 
better  (supposing  the  compound  verb  to  be  the  genuine  reading)  to  give 
the  proposition  its  very  common  force  of  addition,  "having,  besides  their 
conviction  of  present  helplessness,  the  hope  of  changing  hereafter  what 
they  did  not  like."  Ck>mpare  the  use  of  imOepcmeifov,  ch.  47.  1.  Or, 
again,  it  might  imply  the  idea  of  a  hope  in  reserve — an  after-hope,  as  in 
imvoLa  and  some  other  words :  e.  ^.,  Soph.  Antig.  385,  rpevdec  ydp  i 
^irivoia  tt^v  yvQ/ifjv, 
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that  place,  rather  than  from  Cos ;  for  it  was  more  convenient 
for  their  observing  whether  the  fleet  of  the  Peloponnesians  pnt 
out  in  any  direction.  Xenophantidas  the  Lacedaemonian  also 
came  to  Rhodes  from  Pedaritus  at  Chios,  telling  them  that  the 
wall  of  the  Athenians  was  now  completed,  and  unless  they 
succored  them  with  all  their  ships  their  cause  would  be 
ruined  at  Chios.  Accordingly  they  determined  to  relieve 
them.  In  the  mean  time  Pedaritus,  with  his  mercenaries  and 
the  Chians,  made  a  general  assault  on  the  fortification  round 
the  Athenian  ships,  and  took  a  part  of  it,  and  got  possession 
of  some  vessels  that  had  been  drawn  up  on  shore :  but  when 
the  Athenians  had  come  out  to  the  rescue^  and  had  routed  the 
Chians  first,  the  rest  of  the  force,  more  immediately  around 
Pedaritus,  was  defeated,  he  himself  killed,  with  many  of  the 
Chians,  and  a  great  number  of  arms  taken. 

56.  After  these  things  the  Chians  were  besieged  still  more 
oloseiy  than  before,  both  by  land  and  sea,  and  the  famine  in 
the  place  was  great  In  the  mean  time,  the  Athenian  embas- 
sadors with  I^sander  arrived  at  the  court  of  Tissaphemes, 
and  conferred  with  him  respecting  the  convention.  But  as 
Alcibiades  could  not  depend  on  the  views  of  Tissaphemes, 
who  was  more  afraid  of  the  Peloponnesians,  and  wished  still 
(as  he  had  been  instructed  by  him)  to  wear  both  parties  out, 
he  had  recourse  to  the  f<dlowing  plan,  in  order  that  Tissa^ 
phemes,  b^  demanding  the  greatest  possible  concessions  from 
the  Athemans,  might  avoid  comiDg  to  terms  with  them.  Tis- 
saphemes also,  in  my  opinion,  wished  the  same  result,  being 
himself  led  to  do  so  by  fear:  but  Alcibiades,  when  he  saw 
that  the  satrap  was  not,  under  any  circumstances,  desirous  of 
making  an  agreement,  wished  the  Athenians  to  think  that  he 
was  not  incapable  of  persuadiug  him,  but  that  when  Tissa- 
phemes had  been  persuaded,  and  was  willing  to  ]<An  them,  the 
Athenians  did  not  concede  enough  to  him.  For  Alcibiades, 
speaking  in  person  in  behalf  of  Tissaphemes,  who  was  also 
present,  made  such  excessive  demands,  that  the  refrisal  of  the 
Athenians,  although  for  a  long  time  they  conceded  whatever 
he  asked,  was  still  the  apparent  cause  of  their  failure.  For 
they  required  the  whole  of  Ionia  to  be  given  up,  and  then 
again  the  adjacent  islands,  with  other  things ;  and  when  the 
Athenians  did  not  object  to  these  demands,  at  last,  in  their 
third  interview,  being  afraid  that  he  would  certainly  be  con- 
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victed  of  inability  to  keep  his  word,  lie  demanded  that  they 
should  permit  the  king  to  build  ships,  and  sail  along  his  own 
coast,  wherever  and  with  how  many  soever  he  might  please. 
Upon  that  the  Athenians  complied  no  longer,  but  considering 
that  the  business  was  impracticable,  and  that  they  had  been 
deceived  by  Alcibiades,  they  departed  in  a  rage,  and  -w&d  to 
Samos. 

67.  Immediately  after  these  things,  in  the  very  same  winter, 
Tissaphemes  proceeded  to  Caunus,  wishing  to  bring  the  Pelo- 
ponnesians  back  to  Miletus,  and  after  making  sdll  another 
convention  with  them,  to  give  them  pay,  and  not  have  them 
driven  to  absolute  hostilities  with  him ;  being  afraid  that  if 
they  were  without  supplies  for  many  of  their  ships,  they  might 
either  be  compelled  to  engage  the  Athenians  and  be  defeated, 
or  through  their  vessels  being  unmanned  the  Athenians  might 
without  nis  assistance  attain  the  olgect  of  their  wishes.  And 
again,  he  was  most  of  all  afraid  that  they  might  ravage  the 
continent  in  search  of  supplies.  From  calculating  and  fore- 
casting all  these  things,  in  accordance  with  his  wish  to  reduce 
the  Greeks  to  a  footing  of  equality  with  one  another,  he  con- 
sequently sent  for  the  Lacedsemonians,  and  gave  them  supplies, 
and  concluded  a  third  treaty  with  them,  to  the  following  effect : 

68.  "  In  the  thirteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Darius,  while 
Alexippidas  was  ephor  at  Laoedsemon,  a  convention  was  con- 
cluded on  the  plain  of  the  Mseander  by  the  Lacedaemonians 
and  their  allies,  with  Tissaphemes,  Hieramenes,  and  the  sons 
of  Phamaces,  respecting  the  interests  of  the  king,  the  Lace^ 
dsemonians,  and  fiieir  idlies. — That  the  king's  country,  so  far 
as  it  still  lies  in  Asia,  shall  belong  to  the  king  still ;  and  that 
respecting  his  own  territory,  the  king  shall  adopt  such  meas^ 
ures  as  he  pleases. — That  the  Lacedaemonians  and  their  al- 
lies shall  not  invade  the  king's  territory,  nor  the  king  that 
of  the  Lacedaemonians  or  their  aUies,  to  do  it  any  harm. — 
That  if  any  of  the  Lacedaemonians  invade  the  king's  terri- 
tory to  do  it  harm,  the  Lacedaemonians  and  their  allies  shall 
prevent  it;  and  that  if  any  one  from  the  king's  coimtry 
proceed  against  the  Lacedaemonians  or  their  allies  to  do  them 
harm,  the  king  shall  prevent  it. — That  Tissapdernes  shall 
provide  the  pay  for  the  ships  now  present,  acceding  to  the 
contract,  until  the  king's  fleet  has  come ;  but  that  when  the 
king's  fleet  has  come,  the  Lacedaemonians  and  their  allies 
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shidl  be  at  liberty  to  maintain  their  own  ships,  if  they  wish  it. 
That  if,  however,  they  consent  to  receive  supplies  from  TRssa- 
phernes,  he  shall  furnish  them,  and  the  Lacedsemonians  and 
their  allies  shall  refund  to  him,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war, 
whatever  sums  of  money  they  may  have  received. — ^That 
after  the  king's  ships  have  arrived,  those  of  the  Lacedsemonians 
and  their  allies  and  those  of  the  king  shall  jointly  carry  on  the 
war,  according  as  Tissaphemes  and  the  Lacedaemonians  and 
^their  allies  mav  think  fit.  And  if  they  wish  to  terminate  hos- 
tilities with  uie  Athenians,  tiiey  shall  be  terminated  on  the 
same  footing." 

59.  This  was  the  treaty  that  was  made.  And  after  this, 
Tissaphemes  prepared  to  bring  up  the  Phoenician  fleet,  as  had 
been  agreed,  and  all  other  things  which  he  had  promised ;  or, 
at  any  rate,  he  wished  to  appear  to  be  thus  preparing. 

60.  When  the  winter  was  now  closing,  the  Boeotians  took 
Oropus  by  treachery,  while  an  Athenian  garrison  was  holding 
it.  There  co-operated  with  them,  also,  some  of  the  Eretrians 
and  of  the  Oropians  themselves,  who  were  plotting  the  revolt 
of  Euboea.  For  as  the  place  was  just  opposite  to  Eretria,  so 
long  as  the  Athenians  held  it,  it  could  not  fail  to  do  much  dam- 
age both  to  Eretria  and  the  rest  of  Euboea.  Being  now  there- 
fore in  possession  of  Oropus,  the  Eretrians  came  to  Rhodes, 
inviting  the  Peloponnesians  into  Euboea.  They,  however, 
were  more  disposed  to  relieve  Chios  in  its  distress,  and  so  put 
out  and  sailed  from  Rhodes  with  all  their  fleet.  When  they 
were  off  Triopium,  they  descried  that  of  the  Athenians  out  at 
sea,  sailing  from  Ohalce  :  and  as  neither  side  advanced  against 
the  other,  they  arrived,  the  Athenians  at  Samos,  the  Pelopon- 
nesians at  Miletus,  finding  that  it  was  no  longer  possible  to  go 
to  the  relief  of  Chios  without  a  sea-fight.  And  so  the  winter 
ended,  and  the  twentieth  year  of  this  war  of  which  Thucydides 
wrote  the  history. 

61.  Immediately  at  the  commencement  of  the  spring  of  the 
following  summer,  Dercyllidas,  a  Spartan,  was  sent  with  a 
small  force  by  land  to  the  Hellei^nt,  to  effect  the  revolt  of 
Abydus,  which  is  a  colony  of  the  Milesians ;  and  the  Chians, 
while  Astyochus  was  at  a  loss  how  to  succor  them,  were 
compelled  by  the  pressure  of  the  siege  to  a  naval  engagement 
They  happened,  while  Astyochus  was  still  at  Rhodes,  to  have 
received  from  Miletus,  as  their  commander  after  the  death  of 
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Pedaritus,  a  Spartan  named  Leon,  who  had  come  out  as  a 
passenger  with  Antisthenes,  and  twelve  ships  which  had  been 
on  guard  at  Miletus,  five  of  which  were  Thurian,  four  Syra- 
cusan,  one  Ansean,  one  Milesian,  and  one  Leon's  own  ship. 
When  therefore  the  Chians  had  gone  out  against  them  in  full 
force,  and  had  occupied  a  strong  position,  while  their  ships  at 
the  same  time  to  the  number  of  six  and  thirty  put  out  to  meet 
ihe  two  and  thirty  of  the  Athenians,  they  engaged  them  by 
sea;  and  an  obstinate  battle  having  been  fought,  the  Chians 
and  their  aUies,  who  had  not  the  worst  in  the  action,  returned 
(for  it  was  now  late)  into  their  city. 

62.  After  this,  immediately  that  Dercyllidas  had  proceeded 
thither  by  land  from  Miletus,  Abydus  on  the  Hellespont  re- 
volted to  him  and  Fhamabazus,  as  also  did  Lampsacus  two 
days  later.  When  Strombichides  hei^  of  this,  he  went  to 
the  rescue  from  Chios,  as  quickly  as  possible,  with  four  and 
twenty  Athenian  ships,  some  of  which  also  were  transports 
carying  heavy-armed  troops;  and  when  the  Lampsacenes 
came  out  against  him,  having  defeated  them  in  battle,  taken 
at  the  first  assault  their  city,  which  was  unfortified,  and  made 
spoil  of  implements  and  slaves  (though  he  restored  the  free- 
men to  uieir  dwellings),  he  proceeded  against  Abydus. 
When  they  did  not  capitulate,  and  he  was  unable  to  take 
the  place  by  assault,  he  sailed  away  to  the  coast  opposite 
Abydus,  and  appointed  Sestus,  a  town  of  the  Chersonese  which 
the  Medes  had  held  at  the  time  so  well  known,  ^  as  a  post  for  the 
garrison,  and  for  the  defense  of  the  whole  of  the  Hellespont. 

63.  In  the  mean  time  the  Chians  were  masters  of  the  sea 
more  than  they  had  been ;  and  Astyochus  with  those  at  Mile- 
tus, on  hearing  the  particulars  of  the  naval  engagement,  and 
the  departure  of  Strombichides  with  his  squadron,  took  fresh 
courage.  And  so  having  coasted  along  with  two  ships  to  Chios, 
he  took  the  fleet  from  that  place,  and  with  dl  his  force  now 
imited  advanced  against  Samos.  When  the  Athenians,  'in 
consequence  of  their  being  suspicious  of  one  another,  did  not 
put  out  to  meet  him,  he  sailed  back  again  to  Miletus.  For 
about  this  time,  or  still  earlier,  democracy  had  been  abolished 

'  Tore.']  "  The  allusion  is  to  the  circumstance  that  Sestus  was  almost 
the  last  spot  held  by  the  Persians  in  Europe,  and  that  it  sustained  a  lonj? 
and  obstinate  siege  before  it  could  be  taken  from  them.  (Herod.  IX, 
115,  and  seq)." — Arnold, 
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at  Athens.  For  when  Pi^uider  and  the  embassadors  came 
from  Tissaphemes  to  Samos,  they  both  secured  still  more 
strongly  their  interest  in  the  army  itself,  and  instigated  the 
most  powerful  of  the  Samip^ns  also  to  try  with  them  to  set  up 
an  oligarchy  among  themselves,  although  l^ey  had  been  rising 
up  against  one  another  to  avoid  an  oligarchical  government. 
At  the  same  time  those  of  the  Athenians  at  Samos  determined, 
afber  ccnnmunicating  with  each  other,  to  give  up  Alcibiades, 
since  he  would  not  join  them  (for  indeed  he  was  not  a  proper 
person,  they  s»d,  to  become  a  member  of  an  oligarchy),  but  to 
consider  among  themselves,  since  they  were  now  actually 
imperiled,  by  what  means  their  cause  might  escape  abandon- 
ment ;  and  at  the  same  time  to  persevere  in  their  measures  hr 
the  war,  and  themselves  to  contribute  with  alacrity  from  their 
own  private  resources,  both  money  and  whatever  else  might  be 
required,  since  they  were  no  longer  bearing  the  burden  for  any 
but  themselves. 

64.  Having  thus  exhorted  one  another,  they  then  imme- 
diately sent  back  home  Pisander  and  half  the  embassadors,  to 
manage  matters  there ;  with  instructions  also  to  establish  oli- 
garchy in  such  of'  the  subject  cities  as  they  touched  at :  the 
other  half  they  sent  to  the  rest  of  the  places  subject  to  them, 
some  in  one  direction  and  some  in  another.  They  also  dis- 
missed to  his  government  Diotrephes,  who  was  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Chios,  but  had  been  elected  to  take  the  command 
of  the  countries  Thraceward.  He,  on  his  arrival  at  Thasos, 
abolished  the  democratical  government ;  but  about  two  monllis 
after  his  departure  the  Thasians  began  to  fortify  their  city, 
as  wanting  no  more  aristocracy  in  conjunction  witfi  the  Athe- 
nians, but  daily  looking  for  liberty  to  be  given  them  by  the 
Lac^semonians.  For  indeed  there  was  a  party  of  them  with 
the  Peloponnesians  which  had  been  expelled  by  the  Atheni- 
ans, and  which,  in  concert  with  their  friends  in  the  city,  was 
exerting  itself  with  all  its  might  to  bring  a  squadron,  and  effect 
the  revolt  of  Thasos.  They  had  the  fortune,  then,  to  find 
what  they  most  wished,  namely,  the  city  brought  to  the  right 
side  without  any  danger,  and  the  democratical  party  deposed, 
which  had  been  likely  to  prove  an  obstacle.  Thus  then  in  the 
case  of  Thasos,  and,  I  imagine,  in  that  of  many  other  of  the 
subjects,  the  result  was  the  contrary  of  what  was  expected  by 
those  of  the  Athenians  who  were  establishing  oligarchy ;  for 
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when  the  states  had  got  a  moderate  gOTernment,  and  security 
of  action,  they  went  on  to  absolute  liberty,  and  did  not  value 
the  specious  advantage*  of  good  laws  which  they  received 
from  the  Athenians. 

65.  Pisander,  then,  and  his  companions,  as  they  coasted 
along,  abolished  the  popular  governments  in  the  cities,  accord- 
ing to  arrangement,  and,  moreover,  took  from  some  places 
heavy-armed  troiiops  as  their  allies,  and  so  came  to  Athens. 
There  they  found  most  of  the  business  already  accomplished 
by  their  associates.  For  some  of  the  younger  men,  naving 
conspired  together,  secretly  assassinated  one  Androcles,  the 
most  prominent  leader  of  the  commons,  and  who  also  had 
mainly  procured  the  banishment  of  Aldbiades ;  and  for  both 
these  reasons,  on  account  of  his  being  a  popular  leader,  and 
because  they  thought  they  should  gratify  Alcibiades,  who, 
they  concluded,  would  be  recalled,  and  would  make  Tissa- 
phemes  their  friend,  they  were  the  more  ready  to  kill  him. 
There  were  some  other  obnoxious  individuals  also  whom  they 
secretly  took  off  in  the  same  manner.  A  proposal  too  had 
already  been  openly  set  on  foot  by  them,  that  no  others  should 
receive  pay  but  such  as  served  in  the  war.;  and  that  not  more 
than  five  thousand  should  have  a  share  in  the  government,  and 
those  such  as  were  most  competent  to  do  the  state  service  both 
with  their  property  and  their  persons. 

66.  Now  tins  was  but  a  specious  profession  for  the  people 
at  large,  since  the  same  men  would  really  hold  the  govern- 
ment as  would  bring  about  the  revolution.  The  people,  how- 
ever, and  the  council  of  five  hundred*  still  met  notwithstanding, 
though  they  discussed  nothing  that  was  not  approved  of  by 
the  conspirators,  but  both  the  speakers  belonged  to  that  party, 
and  the  points  to  be  brought  forward  were  previously  discussed 
by  them.  Indeed  no  one  else  any  longer  opposed  them,  through 
fear,  and  from  seeing  that  the  conspiracy  was  extensively 
spread ;  and  if  any  one  did  speak  against  them,  he  immedi- 
ately came  to  his  end  in  some  convenient  way,  and  there  was 
neither  any  search  made  for  those  who  had  perpetrated  the 
deed,  nor  were  they  brought  to  justice  if  they  were  suspected  ; 

*  evvofiiav.']  Or  "  independence,"  according  to  the  reading  airovofitav^ 
which  Bekker  and  Poppo  adopt  from  the  majority  of  MSS.  See  Arnold's 
note. 

2  fSovXrj  7f  uird  tov  Kvdfiov.']  Literally,  *'  the  council  of  the  bean,"  so 
called  as  being  elected  by  ballot. 
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but  the  commons  remained  still,  and  in  such  consternation 
that  every  one  thought  himself  fortunate  who  did  not  meet 
with  some  violent  treatment,  even  though  he  held  his  tongue. 
From  supposing,  too,  that  the  conspiracy  was  much  moTQ  genetal 
than  it  really  was,  ihey  were  the  more  faint-hearted,  and  were 
unable  to  ascertain  its  extent,  being  powerless  in  consequence  of 
the  size  of  the  city,  and  their  not  knowing  one  another's  views. 
And  on  this  same  ground  also  it  was  impossible  for  a  man  to 
bemoan  himself  to  another  in  his  indignation,  so  as  to  repel  '■ 
one  who  was  plotting  against  him  ;  since  he  would  either  have 
found  a  person  he  did  not  know,  to  whom  to  speak  his  mind, 
or  one  whom  he  knew  but  could  not  trust.  For  all  the  members 
of  the  popular  party  approadied  each  other  with  suspicion, 
supposing  every  one  to  have  a  hand  in  what  was  going  on.  For 
there  were  among  them  some  whom  one  would  never  have  sup- 
posed likely  to  join  an  oligarchy ;  and  it  was  these  that  pro- 
duced the  greatest  distrust  in  the  many,  and  that  contributed 
most  to  the  safety  of  the  few,  by  confirming  the  people's  want 
of  confidence  in  each  other. 

67.  Pisander  and  his  colleagues  therefore  having  come  at 
this  critical  time,  immediately  addressed  themselves  to  the  re- 
mainder of  the  work.  In-  the  first  place,  having  assembled 
the  people,  they  moved  a  resolution  for  electing  ten  commis- 
sioners with  absolute  powers  fOT  compiling  laws,  and  that  after 
compiling  them  they  should  lay  before  the  people,  on  an  ap- 
pointed day,  their  opinion  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  state 
would  be  best  governed.  Afterward,  when  the  day  had  ar- 
rived, they  inclosed  the  assembly  in  the  Colcmus  (a  temple  of 
Neptune  outside  the  city,  at  the  distance  of  about  ten  stades), 
and  the  compilers  brought  forward  no  other  motion,  but  simply 
this,  that  any  of  the  Athenians  should  be  at  liberty  to  express 
any  opinion  he  might  ptease ;  and  if  any  one  either  prosecuted 
the  speaker  for  illegality,  or  otherwise  injured  him,  they  im- 
posed upon  him  severe  penalties.  Upon  that  it  was  at  length 
plainly  declared,  that  no  one  should  any  longer  either  hold 

'  ufivvaadai  kiziBov'kevGavTa,']  Or,  as  others  have  taken  it,  "to  defend 
himself  by  plotting  agwnst  the  enemy."  But  Arnold  truly,  I  think,  ob- 
serves, that  if  that  had  been  the  meaning,  Thucydides  would  probably 
have  written  dvTemBov^evaa/iTa.  In  addition  to  the  passage  to  which 
he  refers  (IIL  12.  3),  compare  VI.  37,  where.  (I>v2.da(7eadai  is  used  in  just 
the  same  sense  as  dfivveadac  is  here :  uvtI  tov  del  ^vXdaaeaOai  avroi)g 
(cal  dvTeTTiSovXevaal  tzote  ix  tov  djuoiov  fieTokuteTe, 
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^Soe,  or  receive  pay,  aocordiog  to  the  preseat  coastkution; 
that  they  should  elect  five  men  as  presid^its,  Who,  again,  should 
eleot  a  hundred,  and  each  of  t^  hundred  th^  for  himself,  and 
that  these,  amoimting  to  four  hundred,  shonld  enter  ^e  coun- 
eil^amber,  and  govern  as  they  might  thmk  best,  with  full 
powiers,  and  should  electee  fire  thousand  also^  whenever  they 
might  please. 

68.  Now  it  was  Pisander  who  moved  this  resc^ution,  and 
in  other  respects  was  openly  the  most  f<»rward  in  assisting  to 
put  down  the  democracy.  B^t  the  person  who  devised  the 
whole  business,  and  the  means  by  which  it  was  brought  to 
this  issue,  and  who  for  :1^e  longest  time  had  given  the  subject 
great  attrition,  was  Antiphon,  a  man  second  to  none  of  the 
Athenians  of  his  day  in  point  of  virtue,  and  who  had  proved 
himself  most  able  to  devise  measures,  and  to  express  his  views ; 
who  also,  though  he  did  not  come  forward  in  the  Assembly  of 
the  people,  nor  by  dioice  in  any  other  scene  of  public  debate, 
but  was  viewed  with  suspicion  by  the  peoj^e  tlu^ough  his  rep- 
utation for  cleverness,  yet  was  most  able  for  any  one  man 
to  hdp  those  who  were  engaged  in  contest,  whelJier  in  a  court 
of  jusdoe,  or  before  a  popidar  assembly,  whoever  of  themf 
m%ht  ccmsult  him  on  any  point.  And  he  lumself,  too,  when 
the  party  of  the  Four  Hundred  had  subsequently  fallen,  and 
was  severely  treated  by  the  commons,  a|^)ears  to  me  to  have 
made  the  best  defense  of  all  men  up  to  my  time,  when  tried 
for  his  life  on  the  subject  of  this  very  goveamment,  on  a  charge 
of  having  assisted  in  setting  it  up.  Phrjmichus,  too,  showed 
himself,  beyond  all  others,  most  zealous  for  the  oligarchy, 
through  fear  o£  Alcibiades,  and  the  certainty  that  he  was 
acquainted  with  the  intrigues  he  had  ccunied  on  at  Samos 
witn  Aatjroehus ;  for  he  thought  that,  in  all  probability,  he 
woxdd  never  be  restcwed  by  an  olgairchical  government;  And 
he  showed  himself  when  once  he  had  undertaken^  t^^ir  busi« 
ness,  by  far  the  most  capable  of  facings  dangers^  Uteramenes, 
the  son  of  Hagncm,  was^ako  a  leader  among  thos^  who  joined 
in  abolishing  me  democracy,  a.  man  of  no  sm^^l  power,  either 
of  language  or  intellect  So  that,  conducted  ad  it  was  by  so 
many  clever  men,  it  yffti&  not  unnatural  that  the  businesa  i^ould 
succeed,  though  an  arduous  one.  For  it  was  a  diflScult  mat- 
ter to  deprive  the  Athenian  people  of  its  liberty,  about  a  hun- 
dred years  after  the  deposition  of  the  tyrants,  and  when  it  had 
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not  only  been  subject  to  none,  but  accustomed  also,  for  moM 
than  half  oi  that  period,  to  rale  over  others. 

69.  When  the  assembly  had  been  dissdved,  without  contm* 
diction  fhom  any  one,  and  by  its  own  ratifioalWD  of  the  meat* 
ure,  then  they  forward  introduced  the  Four  Hundred  into  th« 
council-chamber,  in  tiie  following  manner :  All  the  Ath^ana, 
in  consequence  of  the  enemy  established  at  Decelea,  were  con- 
stantly under  arms,  either  on  the  walls  or  in  the  ranks.  On 
that  day,  then,  they  permitted  those  who  were  not  privy  to  their 
design  to  go  home,'  as  usual ;  while  to  those  who  were  in  the 
conspiracy  directions  were  given  to  wait  about  quietly,  not  just 
by  the  arms,  but  at  some  little  distance ;  and  if  any  one  should 
oppose  what  was  ddng  to  seize  the  arms  and  not  suffer  it 
Moreover,  some  Andrians  and  Tenians,  and  three  hundred 
Carystians,  with  some  of  the  .^Sginetan  colonists,  whom  the 
Athenians  had  sent  to  occupy  that  island,  had  cc»ne  for  this 
very  purpose  with  their  own  arms ;  to  whom  direc^ons  had 
already  been  given  on  this  subject  When  these  things  had 
been  thus  arranged,  the  Four  Hundred,  each  with  a  dagger  o(m- 
cealed  on  his  person,  and  the  hundred  and  twenty  Grecian 
youths,  of  whose  services  they  availed  themselves  wherever  any 
business  required  to  be  dispatched,  came  and  presented  them- 
selves to  the  council  of  Five  Hundied,  who  were  in  their  cham- 
ber, and  UAd  them  to  take  their  pay  and  go  out ;  themselves 
bringing  it  for  the  whole  of  their  remaining  term  in  office,  and 
giving  it  to  them  when  they  went  out 

70.  When  in  tins  way  the  council  had  withdrawn  without 
speaking  a  word  against  it,  and  the  rest  of  the  citizens  made 
no  disturbance,  but  kept  quiet,  the  Four  Hundred  then  en- 
tered the  council-chamber,  and  elected  their  prytanes  by  lot ; 
and  for  what  concerned  iiie  gods,  oftered  prayers  and  sacri- 
fices on  instalHng  themselves  in  their  government  After- 
ward, however,  tiiey  departed  widely  frcni  the  popular  adr 
ministraticMi  ^except  that  they  did  not  recall  the  exiles,  because 
of  Alcibiades),  and  in  other  respects  ruled  the  city  by  force. 
Some  men,  who  ai^)eared  desirable  to  be  taken  out  of  their 
way,  they  put  to  death,  though  not  many ;  others  they  put  in 
{HisoD,  and  others  they  banished.    They  also  entered  into 

^  direXdelv,']  i,e^"  after  a  sort  of  morning  parade,"  as  Arnold  expresses, 
"leaving  their  arms  piled  in  some  open  space,  to  be  ready  in  case  of  any 
alarm." 
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communication  with  Agis,  the  Lacedaemonian  king,  who  was  at 
Decelea,  telling  him  that  they  were  desirous  of -making  peace, 
and  that  it  was  but  reasonable  that^  as  he  would  treat  with  tkemy 
and  no  longer  with  the  faithless  multitude,  he  should  more 
readily  come  to  terms. 

11.  He,  however,  thought  that  the  dty  was  not  in  a  settled 
state,  and  that  the  people  would  not  so  inmiediately  give  up 
their  ancient  liberty,  nor  remain  quiet,  if  they  i^ould  see  a 
large  force  of  Laoedsemoniaiis ;  and  not  being  quite  sure  at 
present  that  they  were  no  longer  in  a  disturbed  condition,  he 
made  no.  conciliatory  answer  to  those  who  had  come  from  the 
Four  Hundred,  but  sent  for  a  large  additional  hrce  from  the 
Peloponnese,  and  not  long  after  went  down  himself  witii  the 
garrison  from  Decelea,  in  conjunction  with  the  troops  which 
had  joined  him,  to  the  very  walls  of  Athens;  hc^nng  t^at 
either  the  people  there,  being  thrown  into  dnorder,  would 
submit  on  his  own  terms,  or  that  in  consequence  of  the  con- 
fusion which  would  probably  be  created  both  within  and  with- 
out, he  could  not  iaHL  to  carry  ^e  long  walls  on  the  first  assault, 
owing  to  the  absence  of  troops  along  them  for  their  defense. 
But  when  he  approached  near  to  the  city,  and  the  Athenians 
made  not  1^  slightest  stir  within,  while  they  sei^  out  thar  cav- 
aby,  with  a  division  of  their  heavy-armed,  light-anned,  and 
archers,  and  shot  down  some  of  the  enemy  in  consequence  of 
their  near  advance,  and  got  possession  of  some  arms  and  dead 
bodies,  then  indeed,  finding  this  to  be  the  case,  he  led  his  army 
back  again.  He  and  his  own  troops  still  remained  in  their  former 
position  at  Decelea,  but  the  newly  arrived  forces  he  sent  h<»ne, 
after  they  had  stayed  in  the  country  some  few  days.  After  this, 
the  Four  Hundred  sent  an  embassy  to  Agis,  nevertheless ;  and 
when  he  now  received  them  nK>re  favorably,  and  advised  them 
to  that  effect,  they  sent  envoys  to  Lacedaemon  also  to  negotiate 
a  treaty,  being  desirous  of  peace.  , 

V2.  They  likewise  sent  ten  men  to  Sanaos,  to  reassure  the 
troops,  and  to  tell  them  that  the  oligarchy  had  not  been  estab- 
lished for  the  injury  of  the  city  and  the  citizens,  but  for  the 
preservation  of  the  whole  state ;  moreover,  that  there  w^re  five 
thousand,  and  not  four  hundred  only,  who  had  a  share  in  the 
government ;  though  never  yet,  in  consequence  of  their  expedi- 
tions and  their  foreign  occupations,  had  me  Athenians  come  to 
consult  on  a  business  of  such  importance  that  five  thousand  of 
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Ih^m  ass^nbled  for  the  fmrpose.  Ihey  gave  diem,  too,  all 
oiher  instructions  as  to  what  wad  suitable  l>r  them  to  say,  and 
iii^tched  them  immediately  after  their  own  establii^ment  in 
pow«r,  being  afiraid  that  a  jatob  of  sailors  might  (as  was  really  the 
case)  both  memselves  refuse  to  continue  under  the  government 
<^  an  oligarohy,  and  throi^  the  evil  spreading  &Mn  tiiat  quar- 
ter be  the  means  o£  depomng  th^n. 

73*  For  at  Simos  the  oligarchy  was  already  made  the  sub- 
ject of  new  measures,  and  tiie:  ibllowing  events  happened  at 
the  very  tane  that  the  Fmxr^  Hundred  were  cdnspiriug.  Those 
of  the  Sionians  who  had  risen  up  against  the  aristocratical 
pavty,  and  constitaled  ih&  commons,  turned  round  again,  and 
being  prevailed  upon  by  Pisander  on  his  arrival,  and  by  the 
A^^aos  who  weie  in  the  conspiracy  at  Samos,  both  bound 
th^ns^ves  by  oaths  to  the  number  of  three  hundred,  and  were 
prepared  to  attach  the  rest,  as  hrmmg  ihe  democmtical  party. 
They  also  put  to  death  one  Hyperbolus,  an  Athenian,  a  base 
fellow,  who  had  been  ostracised,  not  firom  fear  of  his  influence 
or  raidc,  but  for  his  villainy,  and  for  bdng  a  disgrace  to  the  city; 
acting  in  the  matter  in  concert  with  Charminus,  one  of  the 
genends,  and  a  party  of  AthenimiB  who  were  with  them,  and 
to  whom  thi^  had  given  pledges  of  faith.  They  likewise  peiv 
petzated  other  such  deeds  in  conjunction  with  that  party,  and 
had  determiiied  to  make  an  attack  on  the  populace.  They, 
howev^,  having  notice  of  thOT  deagn,  revealed  what  was  gcing 
to  be  done  to  Leon  and  Diomedon,  two  of  the  generals  (for 
these  submitted  to  the  oligarchy  against  their  will,  from  bemg 
Ijiooered  by  the  people),  and  to  Thrasybulus  and  Thrasyllus, 
the  former  .serving  as  a  trierarch,  the  latter  in  the  heavy  in- 
ftntry,  aswell  as  some  others  who  had  always  been  thought 
to  be  most  opposed  to  the  com^irators ;  begging  them  not 
t&siiaid  stm  and  ^penuit  them  to  be  ruined,  and  Samos  to  be  lost 
to  the  Athe]^ans,  through  whose  hdp  alone  their  empire  had 
held  together  up  to  tins  time.  On  hearing  this,  they  went  to 
every  one  of  the  sbldiere,  and  exhorted  them  not  to  put  up 
with  it,  and  especially  the  crew  of  the  Paralus,  as  all  on  board 
of  that  vessel  were  Athenians  and  freemen,  and  had  always 
been  most  bittec  agamst  an  oligarchical  government,  even  be- 
fore there  was  one  established.  Leon  and  Diomedon  also 
left  them  some  ships  for  their  protection,  whenever  they  might 
themselveB  sail  any  where.    So  that  when  the  three  hundred 
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made  an  attack  on  th^n,  by  the  aid  of  all  these,  and  ei^peciaUjr 
of  the  crew  <^  the  Parsdus,  the  popular  party  of  t^e-Samians 
gained  the  upper  hand.  Of  ihe  three  hundred  they  put  to  death 
8CHne  thirty,  and  banished  three  who  were  the  most  guilty; 
while  with  the  rest  they  entered  into  an  amenesty,  and  lived  to- 
gether for  tho  iutum  imder  a  ^mocratieal  government 

14»  The  ship  Paralus,  and  Chaieas,  son  of  Arehestratte  on 
board  of  it — an  Athenian  who  had  been  forward  in  the  rerolu- 
tion-*were  sent  by  the  Samians  and  the  soldiers  with  all  speed 
to  Athens,  to  oarry  the  news  g(  what  had  taken  |^aoe;  for 
they  were  not  yet  aware  of  the  Four  Hundred  being  in  poweil 
On  their  sailing  into  harbor,  the  Four  Hundred  immediately 
threw  some  two  or  three  <^  the  crew  into  prison,  and  having 
taken  their  vessel  from  th^n,  and  removed  them  into  another 
employed  as  a  troop-diip,  they  set  them  to  keep  guard  round 
Euboea.  Ghiereas,  by  some  me^is  or  other,  immediately  se* 
creted  himself;  and  when  he  saw  the  present  state  of  thin^i, 
he  went  baek  to  Samos,  and  took  the  soldiers  an  exaggerai^ 
report  of  affairs  at  Athens,  aggravating  every  thing,  and  teMing 
them  that  ^  th^  were  punishing  all  with  stripes,  and  it  was 
impossible  to  speak  a  word  against  those  who  held  the  govern^ 
ment;  moreover,  that  their  wives  and  children  were  outraged, 
and  that  they  intended  to  seise  and  confine  all  the  relatives  d 
such  as  were  in  the  army  at  Samos  and  not  on  thenr  own  i^de, 
in  order  that,  if  they  would  not  submit  to  them,  the  prisoners 
might  be  put  to  death ;"  with  many  other  faiae  statements  i^ich 
he  made  besides. 

75.  On  hearing  this,  they  were  at  first  strongly  inclined  to 
make  an  attaek  on  those  who  had  been  the  chief  authors  of 
the  (^garchy,  and  such  of  the  rest  as  had  taken  part  in  it. 
Afterward,  however,  being  prevented  by  the  men  of  moder- 
ate vie'v^s,  and  warned  not  to  ruin  their  cause,  while  the  enemy 
were  lying  so  near  them  with  their  rfiips  ready  for  action, 
they  desisted  from  it  Afiter  this,  wishing  openly  now  to 
change  the  government  at  Samos  to  a  democracy,  Thrasy- 
bulus,  the  son  of  I^cus,  and  Itirasylus  (finr  these  were  the 
chief  leaders  in  the  revolution),  bound  all  the  soldiers/ and,  most 
of  all,  the  oligarchical  party  themsdves,  by  the  most  solemn 
oaths,  that  they  would  assuredly  be  governed  by  a  democracy, 
and  live  in  concord ;  and  ^so  that  they  would  zealously  prose* 
cute  the  war  with  the  Pelc^nnesianis,  and  would  be  foes  to 
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the  Four  Hundred,  and  hcAd  no  intercourse  mik  them.  All 
the  Samians  too,  who  were  ci  full  age,  took  the  same  oath  with 
them ;  and  the  soldiers  conmranicated  to  the  Samians  all  the 
circnmstanoes,  and  the  prohable  results  of  their  dangers,  think- 
ing that  neither  lor  them  nor  for  themselves  was  there  any 
resource  that  could  save  them,  but  that  if  either  the  Four  Hun- 
dred or  the  enemy  at  Miletus  should  defeat  them,  they  would  be 
destroyed. 

16,  Thus  they  were  engaged  in  contention  at  this  time,  the 
one  party  wishing  to  force  the  city  to  a  democracy,  the  other 
to  an  oHg»t}hy.  And  the  soldiers  immediately  held  an  as- 
sembly, in  whidi  they  deposed  their  former  generals,  and  any 
of  the  trierarchs  whom  they  suspected,  and  chose  others  in 
their  place,  both  trierarchs  and  generals ;  of  whcnn  Thrasy- 
bulus  and  Thrasylus  were  two.  They  also  stood  up  and 
exhorted  one  anotner,  both  on  other  topics  and  on  this :  ^that 
they  ought  not  to  be  disheartened  because  the  city  had  re- 
volted from  them ;  for  it  was  but  the  smaller  party  which  had 
separated  from  them  who  were  the  larger,  and  bette-  provided 
in  all  respects.  For  since  they  held  the  whole  fleet  at  their 
command,  they  would  compel  the  other  cities  under  tiieir  do* 
minion  to  give  them  money,  just  the  same  as  though  they 
were  coming  finom  Athens.  For  they  had  a  city  in  Samos, 
and  no  weak  one  either,  but  such  as,  when  at  war  with 
them,  had  been  within  a  very  little  of  taking  away  the  com- 
mand of  the  sea  which  the  Athenians  enjoyed.  And  as  for 
the  enemy  who  were  defending  themselves  against  them  fW>m 
the  same  position  as  befcwe.  They,  then,  inasmuch  as  they 
had  command  of  the  ships,  were  more  able  to  provide  th^n- 
Belves  with  necessaries  than  those  at  home.  Nay,  it  was 
through  their  being  stationed  in  advance  at  Samos,  &at  those 
at  home  had  before  commanded  the  entrance  to  the  Pineus; 
and  now  also  they  would  be  brought  to  such  a  strait,  should 
they  not  consent  to  give  them  back  the  government,  that  they 
themsdves  would  be  better  able  to  exclude  them  from  the 
sea  than  to  be  excluded  from  it  by  them.  Indeed  it  was  but 
a  trifling  and  inconsiderable  degree  in  which  the  city  was  of 
use  to  them  toward  gaining  the  victory  over  the  enemy ;  and 
they  had  lost  nothing  in  Todng  those  who  had  neither  any 
more  money  to  send  them  (but  the  soldiers  provided  it  them- 
selves), ncMT  yet  good  counsel  f o  give  them,  for  the  sake  of 
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which  a  state  has  authority  over  armaments.  On  the  con- 
trary, ey&i  on  these  points  the  other  party  had  done  wrong  by 
abolishii^  the  laws  of  their  &thers ;  while  they  themselves 
maintained  those  laws,  and  would  endeavor  to  make  them  do 
it  also.  So  that  nether  had  Ihey  the  inferiority  as  regarded 
those  who  should  give  good  counsel  Alcibiades,  too,  would 
gladly  secure  them  the  alliance  of  the  king,  should  they  grant 
to  him  security  of  person  and  a  restoration  to  his  country.  And 
what  was  most  important,  should  they  &il  on  all  points,  yet, 
having  so  large  a  fleet  as  they  had,  there  were  many  places 
for  them  to  retire  to,  in  which  they  would  find  both  cities  and 
territory." 

77.  Having  thus  debated  the  matter  together,  and  encour* 
aged  one  another,  they  proceeded  to  make  preparaticms  fop  the 
war  no  less  than  before ;  and  the  ten  embassadors  who  had 
been  sent  to  Samos  by  the  Four  Hundred,  hearing  of  this  when 
they  were  now  at  Delos,  remained  quiet  there. 

78.  About  this  time  also  the  sddiers  in  the  Pdoponnesian 
fleet  at  Miletus  were  raising  a  clamor  am(»ig  themselves, 
about  their  cause  being  ruined  by  Astyochus  and  Tissaphemes. 
For  Astyo<dius,  they  said,  wotdd  neither  fight  before,  while 
they  themselves  were  still  the  stronger,  and  the  Athenian  fleet 
was  small,  nor  would  he  now,  when  ihe  enemy  were  said  to 
be  in  a  state  of  sedition,  and  their  ships  were  not  yet  brought 
together ;  but  they  would  run  the  risk  of  being  worn  out  by 
delay,  while  waitii^  for  the  Phoenician  fleet-— an  idle  pretense, 
and  not  a  reality.  And  Tissaphemes,  on  the  other  hand,  did 
not  bring  up  this  fleet,  and  at  the  same  time  injured  their  own 
navy  by  not  giving  them  supplies  regulariy,  or  to  the  full 
amount.  They  ought  therefore  to  wait  no  longer,  but  to 
come  to  a  decisive  engagement  at  sea.  It  was  the  Syracusans 
that  most  e^^ecialiy  urged  this. 

79.  The  confederates,  and  particularly  Astyochus,  hearing 
these  murmurs,  and  having  resolved  in  council  to  %ht  a  de- 
dsive  battle,  since  the  disturbances  at  Samos  were  also  re- 
ported to  them,  they  weired  anchor  with  all  their  ships, 
amounting  to  a  hundred  and  twelve,  and  having  given  orders 
for  the  Milesians  to  march  by  land  toward  Mycale,  they  sailed 
to  the  same  place.  But  the  Athenians  with  their  eighty-two 
ships  which  were  lying  at  Glauce  in  ^e  taritory  of  Mycale 
(Samos  being  but  a  short  distance  ttom  the  mainlaiMl  at  this 
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point,  opposite  Mycale),  when  they  saw  the  Peloponnesdan 
fleet  sailing  against  them,  retired  to  Bainos,  not  thinking  them- 
selves sufSciently  strong  in  nmnhers  to  risk  a  battle  for  their 
all.  Besides,  as  they  had  had  notice  ^m  Miletus  of  the 
enemy's  wish  for  an  engagement,  they  were  expecting  Strom- 
bichides  from  the  Hellespont,  to  reinforce  them  with  Qie  ships 
which  bad  gone  from  Chios  to  Abydus ;  for  a  messenger  had 
previoiusly  ^n  sent  to  him.  Thus  they  retired  to  Samos; 
while  the  Pdoponnesians  put  in  at  Mycale,  and  forsied  their 
e&campnient,  with  the  land  forces  of  the  Milesians  and  the 
people  in  the  neighborhood.  The  next  day,  when  they  were 
going  to  advance  against  Samos,  tidings  reached  them  of  the 
Birival  of  St^mbichides  with  the  squadron  from  the  !^lles- 
pcmt,  and  they  inmiediately  sailed  back  again  to  Miletus^  The 
Athenians^  when  their  squadron  had  joined  them,  advanced 
themsdves  against  Miletus  with  a  hundred  and  eight  ships, 
wishing  to  come  to  a  decisive  battle  ;  but  when  no  one  came 
out  to  meet  them,  they  sailed  back  again  to  Samos. 

80.  The  same  summer,  and  immediately  after  this,  since  the 
Peloponnesians  had  not  with  their  whole  united  fleet  offered 
battle  to  the  enemy,  not  thinkbg  themselves  a  match  for 
them,  they  were  at  h  loss  from  what  quarter  to  get  money  fOT 
such  a  number  <^  vessels,  especiaUy  as  Tissaf^emes  supj^ed  it 
ill ;  and  therefore  they  sent  €learchus  the  son  c^Eamphias  with 
forty  ships  to  Phamabazus,  in  accordance  with  the  original 
orders  from  the  Pelopoimese.  For  Phamabazus  invited  them 
to  his  aid,  and  was  prepared  to  frimish  them  with  supplies ; 
and  at  the  same  time  intelligence  reached  them  that  Byzantium 
had  revdted.  Accordingly,  these  ships  of  the  Pekyponnesians 
put  out  into  the  open  sea,  in  order  to  escape  the  observation 
of  the  Athenians  during  l^eir  voyage ;  but  were  overtaken  by 
a  storm,  and  the  greater  part,  of  them  piit  into  Delos  witi^ 
Olearchus,  and  subsequently  returned  to  Miletius  (Olearchus, 
however,  afterward  went  to  the  HeUespont  by  land,  and  en- 
tered on  his  command),  while  the  rest,  to  the  number  of  ten, 
arrived  safe  at  the  Hellespont  with  Helixus  the  Megarean, 
and  effected  the  revolt  of  Byzantium.  After  this,  when  the 
commanders  at  Samos  were  aware  of  it,  they  sent  some  ships 
to  the  Hellespont  to  oppose  them  and  keep  guard  against  them ; 
and  a  trifling  Imttle  was  fought  at  sea  befera  Byzantimn*  ba^ 
tween  eight  vessels  against  eight. 
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81.  Now  the  leading  men  at  Samos,  and  especially  Thrasy- 
bulus,  had  all  along  retained  the  same  purpose,  ever  since 
he  had  effected  a  change  in  the  government,  namely,  to  re- 
store Alcibiades ;  and  at  length,  in  an  assembly,  he  persuaded 
the  greater  part  of  the  soldiers  to  the  same ;  and  when  they 
had  passed  a  decree  for  the  return  and  security  of  Alcibiades, 
he  sailed  to  Tissaphemes,  and  brought  Alcibiades  -to  Samos, 
thinking  that  their  only  chance  of  preservation  was  his  bring- 
ing Tissaphemes  over  from  the  Peloponnesians  to  them.  An 
assembly  therefore  having  been  convened,  Alcilnades  both 
complained  of  and  deplored  his  own  calamity  in  having  been 
banished,  and  by  speaking  at  great  length  on  public  matters 
raised  them  to  no  slight  hope  for  the  future ;  and  extravagantly 
magnified  his  own  influence  with  Tissaphemes,  in  order  that 
boti^  the  members  of  the  oligarchy  at  home  might  be  afraid  of 
him,  and  the  clubs  be  the  more  quickly  broken  up ;  and  also 
that  those  at  Samos  might  hold  him  in  the  greater  honor, 
and  be  more  encouraged  themselves;  and  that  the  enemy, 
moreover,  might  be  as  much  as  possible  set  against  Tissa- 
phemes, and  cast  down  from  their  present  hopes.  Accord- 
ingly Alcibiades,  in  the  most  boastful  strain,  held  out  these 
promises  to  them  :  "  that  Tissaphemes  had  pledged  himself  to 
him,  that  if  he  could  but  trust  the  Athenians,  assuredly  they 
should  not  want  for  supplies,  so  long  as  any  of  his  own  prop- 
erty remained,  even  though  he  shoiSd  have  at  last  to  sell  lus 
own  bed ;  and  that  he  would  bring  the  Phoenician  ships  which 
were  now  at  Aspendus  to  join  the  Athenians,  instead,  of  the 
Peloponnesians;  but  he  could  only  place  confidence  in  the 
Athenians,  if  Alcibiades  himself  were  recalled  to  be  his  se- 
curity for  them." 

82.  On  hearing  these  and  many  other  representations,  they 
immediately  elected  him  general  in  company  with  the  former 
ones,  and  committed  to  him  the  whole  management  of  their 
affairs.  And  now  for  nothing  would  they  have  exchanged 
their  several  hopes  at  the  moment,  both  of  preservation  and 
of  vengeance  on  the  Four  Hundred.  Nay,  they  were  at  onoe 
ready  mmiediately  to  despise  their  enemies  on  the  spot,  on  the 
strength  of  what  had  been  said,  and  to  sail  to  the  Piresas. 
He,  however,  most  positively  forbad  their  sailing  to  the  Piraeus, 
and  leaving  behind  them  their  enemies  who  were  so  much 
closer  at  hand,  though  many  were  urgent  for  it,  and  told  them 
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that  since  he  had  been  chosen  their  general,  be  would  first  of 
all  sail  to  lisBapbemeSy  and  arrange  with  him  measures  for 
the  war.  And  so,  on  leaving  this  assembly,  he  took  his  de- 
parture immediately,  that  he  might  be  thought  to  communicate 
every  thing  to  him ;  at  the  same  time  that  he  wished  to  be 
laore  honored  by  him,  and  to  show  him  that  he  was  now 
elected  general,  and  was  able  to  do  him  either  good  or  harm. 
And  thus  it  was  the  good  fortune  of  AJcibiades  to  awe  the 
Athenians  by  means  of  Tissaphemes,  and  Tissaphcmes  by 
means  of  them. 

83.  When  the  Peloponnesians  at  Miletus  heard  of  the  re- 
call of  AJdUadiaB,  though  they  were  bef<M*e  distrustful  of  Tis- 
saphemes, they  were  now  far  more  disgusted  with  him  than 
ever.  For  the  truth^  was,  that  in  the  case  of  the  Athenians 
advancing  against  Miletus,  when  the  Peloponnesians  would 
not  put  out  to  meet  them  and  give  them  battle,  Tissi^hemes 
became  &r  more  sick  of  giving  them  pay ;  and  indeed  that  he 
had  even  heiore  this  made  some  progress  in  their  dislike,  on 
account  of  Alcibiades.  And  so  the  soldiers,  and  some  of  the 
other  men  of  consideration  also,  as  well  as  the  soldiery,  club- 
bing together  as  before,  began  to  reckon  up  their  grievances ; 
namely,  that  they  had  never  yet  received  their  fiill  pay ;  that 
what  was  now  given  them  was  deficient  in  amount,  and  not 
even  that  paid  regularly ;  that  unless  they  either  fought  a  de- 
cisive batde,  or  removed  to  some  station*  where  they  might 
have  supplies,  the  men  would  desert  their  ship ;  and  that  for 
all  this  Astyochus  was  to  blame,  through  his  humoring  Tis- 
saphemes iPor  his  own  profit 

84.  While  they  were  thus  reckoning  up  their  grievances, 
the    following    disturbance  also  occurred    about    Astyochus. 

*  Kot  Tdv  iirinXovv,]  If  koI  must  be  changed,  as  most  of  the  editors 
think,  into  either  Kara  or  fierd,  the  formOT  would  certainly  appear  the 
preferable  oorrectioiL  But  I  thhik  that  Poppo  is  quite  right  in  retaining 
the  original  reading  of  all  the  M3S. ;  though  I  should  rather  consider 
the  accusative  rdv  iniirXow  as  an  instance  of  anaooluthon  (if  it  can  not 
be  considered  as  an  "  accusativus  de  quo,")  than  connect  it  with  the  in- 
finitive vavfMxnocu, 

«  &Oev  rpwp^v  k^eL"]  Bekker  appears  to  me  to  be  fully  justified  in  re- 
taining e^ei,  which  hais  so  large  a  majority  of  the  MSS.  in  its  favor,  in 
preference  to  l^ew,  which  Poppo,  OoUer,  Arnold,  and  Bloomfield  have 
adopted.  Would  not  the  re^tson  all^fed  by  Arnold  against  the  use  of 
the  indicative  here  apply  with  equal  force  to  ch.  86.  7,  and  the  passage 
there  quoted  by  himseli;  V.  103.  1  ? 
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The  Syracnsan  and  Thurian  seamen,  inasmuch  as  they  were, 
generally  speaking,  most  free,  aj^lied  to  him  also  with  the 
greatest  boldness,  and  demanded  their  pay.  He  answered  them 
somewhat  haughtily,  and  threatened  them ;  and  indeed  against 
Dorieus,  who  was  supporting  the  plea  of  his  own  seamen,  he 
even  lifted  up  his  b4ton.  When  the  mass  of  the  armament 
saw  this,  sailor^ke,  they  rushed  in  a  rage*  upon  Ashrochus 
to  strike  him ;  but  he  saw  them  in  time,  tmd  fled  for  ren^  to 
an  altar.  Notwithstanding  their  rage,  therefore,  he  was  not 
struck,  but  they  were  parted  again.  The  Milesians  also  took 
the  fort  belonging  to  Tissaphemes  which  had  been  built  in 
Miletus,  having  attacked  it  when  unobserved,  and  drawn  out 
of  it  the  garrison  that  was  in  it  And  the  rest  of  the  con- 
federates also  approved  of  these  things,  and  especially  the 
Syracusans.  Lichas,  however,  was  Sspleased  with  them, 
and  said  that  the  Milesians  and  the  rest  of  the  states  in  the 
king's  country  ought  to  submit  to  Tissaphemes,  in  such  things 
as  were  reasonable,  and  to  pay  him  court,  until  they  h^ 
brought  the  war  to  a  happy  conclusion.  But  the  Milesians 
were  offended  with  him  for  this,  and  other  things  of  the  same 
kind;  and  afiberward,  when  he  had  died  of  sickness,  they 
would  not  allow  them  to  bury  him  where  tbose  of  the  Lace- 
dsemonians  who  were  present  wished  to  do. 

85.  When  their  affairs,  then,  were  involved  in  these  dis- 
sensions both  with  Astyochus  and  Tissaphemes,  Mindarus 
arrived  from  Lacedsemon  to  succeed  Astyochus  as  admiral, 
and  assumed  the  command,  while  Astyochus  sailed  away. 
With  him  Tissaphemes  also  sent,  as  an  embassador,  one  of  his 
courtiers  named  Gaulites,  a  Oarian  who  spoke  two  languages  f 
both  to  lay  an  accusation  against  the  Milesians  on  the  subject 
of  the  fort,  and  at  the  same  time  to  make  an  apology  for  him- 
self; for  he  knew  that  the  Milesians  were  going  thiuer  chiefly 
to  raise  a  clamor  against  him,  and  Hermocrates  along  witn 
them,  who  int^ided  to  represent  Tissaphemes  as  raining  the 
cause  of  the  Peloponnesians  in  concert  with  Alcibiades,  and 

*  iKpayovTec.]  Literally,  "breaking  out  upon  him;''an  excellent  in- 
stance of  the  etymological  meaning  of  our  word  *'  rage.''  In  illustration 
of  ola  dif  vavratf  compare  Eurip.  Hea  604^  hf  rot  /tvp(<ft  oTparevftan 

'  Kdpa  6iy'kLHtaou.'\  "  One  of  those  Oarians  who  were  accustomed  ftom 
their  childhood  to  speak  two  languages;"  as  in  the  case  with  the  people " 
of  French  Flanders,  and  many  other  such  frontier  districts." — AmoUL 
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pumiii^  a  doable  policy.  For  he  had  hlstays  been  at  enmity 
with  him  about  the  payment  of  the  money  to  the  forces ;  and 
at  last,  when  Hermoerates  was  banished  from  Syracuse,  and 
some  others  of  the  Syracusans,  namely,  Fotamis,  Mysccm,  and 
Demarchns,  had  come  to  Ifiletns  to  take  command  of  the 
SyracHsan  ships,  Ttssaphemes  pressed  far  mfxre  sererely  than 
ever  on  Hermocrates,  when  he  was  now  an  exile ;  both  laying 
other  things  to  his  charge,  and  especially,  that  hayii^  once 
asked  him  for  money  sad  not  obtained  it,  he  displayed  his 
enmity  to  him  in  conseqn^ice.  Astyoehus,  then,  with  the 
Milesians  and  Hermocrates,  sailed  away  to  Lacedjemon ;  while 
Alcibiades  had  by  this  time  crossed  over  again  from  Tissa- 
phemes  to  Samos. 

86.  And  now  the  embassad<»^  from  the  Foot  Hmidred, 
whom  they  sent  at  the  time  we  m^itioned  to  appease  and  in- 
form those  at  Samos,  arrived  from  Delos,  after  Alcibiades  had 
come ;  and  when  an  assembly  had  been  called,  they  attempted 
to  make  a  speech.  But  the  soldiers  at  first  would  not  hear 
them,  but  cxied  out,  that  Ihey  should  put  to  death  those  who 
were  abolishing  the  democracy;  afterward,  however,  they 
were  witii  difficulty  calmed  down,  and  gave  them  a  hearing. 
Thev  then  delivered  to  them  this  message:  "that  it  was 
neither  for  the  destruction  of  the  state  that  the  recent  change 
had  been  made,  but  for  its  preservation ;  nor  in  ord^  that  it 
might  be  delivered  up  to  the  enemy  {for  they  might  have 
dime  that  when  they  mvaded  the  country  during  their  gov- 
ernment): that  all  in  th^  turn  should  share  the  privileges 
of  the  I^ve  Thousand ;  and  that  their  relatives  were  neither 
being  outraged,  as  Oluereas  had  danderously  reported  to 
them,  nor  suffering  any  harm,  but  remained  as  they  were, 
each  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  property.''  Though  they  made 
this  and  many  other  statements  beside,  they  listened  none 
the  more  &v<NraUy,  but  vnare  angry,  and  expressed  different 
opinions,  though  most  generally,  that  they  should  sail  to  the 
Piraeus.  And  oa  that  occasion  Alcibiades  fq)peared  to  have 
benefited  the  state  for  the  first  time,  and  in  a  degree  inferior  to 
no  one  else.  For  when  the  Athenians  at  Samos  were  bent  on 
sailing  against  their  countrymen,  in  which  case  noost  certainly 
the  enemy  would  have  taken  possession  of  Ionia  and  the  Hel- 
lespont, he  was  the  man  who  prevented  them.  Indeed  on  that 
emergency  no  one  else  would  have  been  able  to  restrain  the 
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multitude.  He,  however,  boUi  made  them  desist  from  the 
attack,  and  silenced  with  rebukes  those  indiriduals  who  were 
on  their  own  account  most  an^y  with  the  embassadors.  He 
then  dismissed  them  with  an  answer  from  himself  ^^  that  he 
did  not  object  to  the  Five  Thousand  being  in  power,  but  or- 
dered them  to  depose  the  Four  Hundred,  and  to  establish  the 
council  of  Five  Hundred  as  before.  That  if  any  retrenchment 
had  been  made  wiUi  a  view  to  economy,  in  order  that  those 
who  were  on  service  might  be  better  {Hx>vided  vnth  supplies, 
he  entirely  improved  of  it  In  other  respects,  also,  he  urged 
them  to  stand  out,  and  not  at  all  to  submit  to  the  enemy.  For 
if  only  the  state  were  preserved,  there  was  great  hope  of  their 
being  reconciled  to  one  another ;  but  if  either  of  the  two  par- 
ties were  once  destroyed,  either  that  at  Samos,  or  that  at  lunne, 
there  would  no  longw  be  any  one  for  them  to  be  reconciled  to." 
There  came,  also,  embassadors  from  the  Argives,  with  ofifers  of 
assistance  to  the  popular  party  of  the  Athenians  at  Samos ;  but 
Alcibiades  thanked  them,  and  denring  them  to  come  when 
they  should  be  called  upon,  thus  diamissed  them.  Now  the 
Argives  came  in  company  with  the  crew  of  the  Pandus,  who^ 
when  last  mentioned,  had  been  commanded  by  the  Four  Hun- 
dred to  cruise  in  ^  troop-^p  round  Euboea :  and  who,  while 
taking  to  LacedaBmon  some  Athenians  that  had  been  sent  as 
embassadors  by  the  Four  Hundred,  namdy,  Lsespodias,  Aristo- 
phon,  and  Melesias,  when  off  Argos  in  their  passage,  seized  the 
embassadors,  and  delivered  them  up  to  the  Aigives,  as  being 
some  of  those  who  had  been  most  instrumental  in  abolishing 
the  democracy  ^  while  they  themselves  did  not  go  to  Athena 
again,  but  taking  the  embassadors  from  Argos  to  Samos,  ar^ 
rived  there  with  the  trireme  they  were  in. 

87.  The  san^e  summer,  and  at  the  very  time  when  the  Pelo- 
ponnesians  were  most  offended  with  Tissaphemes,  both  on  other 
accounts,  and  especially  because  of  the  return  of  Alcibiades, 
thinking  that  he  was  now  evid^itly  Atticizing,  he,  wishing,  as 
it  seemed,  to  clear  himself  to  them  of  these  charges,  prepared 
to  go  to  Aspendus  for  the  Phoenician  ships,  and  desired  lachas 
to  accompany  him ;  sapng,  that  with  r^ard  to  the  armament, 
he  would  appoint  Tamos  as  his  lieutenant,  to  furnish  the  sup- 
plies while  ne  was  himself  absent.  The  same  account,  how- 
ever, is  not  given  by  all ;  nor  is  it  easy  to  decide  with  what 
motive  he  went  to  Aspendus,  and  yet,  after  going,  did  not 


Digitized  by 


Google 


me  THUOTBIDBS.  ym  [Lxxmn. 

bring  the  fleet  For  it  is  certain  that  the  Phoenician  ships,  a 
hundred  and  forty-seven  in  number,  came  as  &r  as  Aspendus ; 
but  why  they  did  not  come  on,  is  a  subject  of  many  conjec- 
tures. For  some  think  it  was,  that  by  going  away  he  might, 
in  accordance  with  his  plan,  wear  down  the  power  of  the  Pe- 
loponnesians  (at  any  rate  Tamos,  who  was  intrusted  with  the 
charge,  provided  them  with  supplies  no  better,  but  even  worse, 
than  himself).  Others,  that  a£ber  bringing  the  Phoenicians  to 
Aspendus,  he  might  exact  money  from  them  for  their  discharge 
(for  under  no  circumstances  did  he  intend  to  employ  them  on 
any  service).  Others,  that  it  was  on  account  of  the  clamor 
against  him,  which  had  ^read  to  Lejoedsemon — to  have  it 
said  that  he  was  not  wronging  them,  but  was  certainly  gone 
for  the  ships,  which  w^e  undoubtedly  manned  for  service. 
To  me,  however,  it  appears  most  evident  that  it  was  with  a 
view  to  wear  out  the  Gredra,  and  to  keep  them  in  suspense, 
that  he  did  not  bring  the  fleet ;  to  weaken  theni,  during  all 
the  time  that  he  was  g(»ng  there  and  delaying;  and  to  keep 
them  balanced,  in  order  Siat  he  might  make  neither  party 
too  strong  by  joining  them.  For  had  he  wished  to  bring  the 
-  war  to  a  conclusion,  it  is  surely  evident  that  he  mipht  have 
done  it  without  any  doubt  For  by  briDging  the  fleet  he 
would,  in  all  probability,  have  given  the  victo^  to  the  Lace- 
da^nonians ;  since  even  at  presaat  they  maintained  their  oppo- 
sitiiMi  with  their  navy,  on  terms  of  equali^  rather  than  of 
inferiority.  But  what  most  clearly  convicts  nim  is  the  excuse 
which  he  alleged  for  not  bringing  the  ships.  For  he  said  that 
they  were  fewer  in  number  than  the  king  had  commanded  to 
be  collected.  But  surely  he  would  have  gained  still  greater 
thanks  by  that,  through  not  spending  so  much  of  the  king's 
money,  and  yet  effecting  the  same  object  at  a  less  cost  At 
any  rate,^  with  whatever  intention  it  might  have  been,  Ussa- 
phemes  went  to  Aspendus,  and  had  an  interview  with  the 
Phoenicians ;  and  the  Peloponnesians,  by  his  desire,  sent  Phi- 
lippus,  a  man  of  Lacedsemon,  with  two  triremes  to  fetch  the  fleet 
88.  Alcibiades,  on  finding  that  Tissaphemes  had  gone  to 
Aspendus,  sailed  thither  himself,  also,  with  thirteen  ships,  prom- 

1  9  Tivl  <J])  yvofjiy,']  This  passage  affoids  a  very  good  instance  of  the 
force  which  the  coDJunctions  6*  oiv  most  commonly  have,  though  not  al- 
ways ;  the  doubtfuliiess  being  here  expressed,  which  in  most  cases  is 
only  implied,  when  they  are  thus  joined  together.    See  note,  p.  98. 
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ising  the  forces  a«  Samos  a  sure  and  great  benefit ;  for  that  he 
woidd  either  himself  bring  the  Phoenician  fleet  to  the  Atheni- 
ans, or  at  any  rate  prevent  its  going  to  the  Peloponnesians. 
For  in  all  {wrobalHlity  he  had  long  known  the  purpose  of  Tissa- 
phemes,  that  he  did  not  intend  fetching  them,  and  wished  to 
prejudice  him  as  much  as  possible  wiSi  the  Peloponnesians, 
on  the  ground  of  his  friendship  for  himself  and  the  Athenians, 
that  so  he  might  be  the  more  compelled  to  join  the  side  of 
Athens.  Accofdingly  he  set  sail  and  pursued  his  voyage  up- 
ward,^ straight  for  Phaselis  and  Caunus. 

89.  When  the  embassadors  sent  from  the  Four  Hundred 
arrived  at  Athens  from  Samos,  and  delivered  the  message  ^m 
Alcibiades,  namely,  that  he  begged  them  to  hold  out,  and  not 
submit  at  all  to  the  enemy ;  and  that  he  had  great  hopes  of 
reconciling  the  army  to  those  at  home,  and  of  getting  the 
better  of  the  Peloponnesians ;  they  gave  him  much  more 
courage  td  the  greater  part  of  those  imphcated  in  the  oligar- 
chy, who  had  even  before  been  discontented  with  it,  and  would 
gladly  have  been  quit  of  the  business  by  any  safe  means.  Ac- 
cordingly they  now  united,  and  ^und  feult  with  the  present 
state  of  things,  having  as  their  leaders  some  of  the  most  in- 
fluential generals  and  men  in  office,  such  as  Theramenes  the 
son  of  Haffnon,  Aiisto<»^tes  the  son  of  SceUias,  and  others ; 
who,  thou^  among  the  first  members  of  the  government, 
were  yet  afraid,  as  they  alleged,  of  the  army  at  Samos,  and 
of  Alcibiades  most  especially,  as  also  of  those  whom  they  were 
sending  as  embassadors  to  Lacedaemon,  lest  without  the  au- 
thority of  the  greater  part  of  them  they  might  do  the  state 
some  harm ;  and  so  they  declared,'  not  that  they  wished  to 

1  dvoA  t.  e^  "  toward  the  countries  on  the  way  to  the  East,  and  the 
center  cm  the  Persian  government." — Arnold, 

8  ^opovfuvoL  6\  £ig  k^aaav^  k,  r.  A.]  This  passage,  as  it  stands  in  Ar- 
nold's text,  being  utterly  untranslatable,  I  was  compelled  either  to  omit 
it  altogether,  or  to  adopt  such  corrections  as  would  at  any  rate  give  some 
sense  to  it,  whether  the  true  or  not  I  have  therefore,  witi^  Goller, 
changed  tov^  into  ovf ,  taken  away  the  comma  after  irpea^evofievov^,  and 
substituted  diraXka^eieiv  for  diraXXu^eiv.  With  regard  to  the  to  before 
that  infinitive,  I  am  disposed  to  think  that  it  is  not  so  hopeless  a  reading 
as  has  been  considered;  but  that  this  may  be  added  to  those  instances 
given  by  Jel^  Gr.  Gr.  §  6t0,  in  which  the  article  shows  that  "  especial 
emphasis  is  laid  on  the  notion  expressed  by  the  infiaitive."  Compare 
•specially  IL  53.  4,  KcU  rd  fjiiv  irpoaTaXaiirupelv  r^  do^vri  KoXi^  oidelg 
irpddvfwc  iv ;  Xen.  ApoL  Soc  13,  rd  irpoeidevai  rdv  $edp  rd  fte?^Xov  irdvrec 
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escape  from  the  administration  idling  into  too  few  hands,  but 
that  they  ought  to  establish  the  Five  Thousand  in  reality,  not 
in  mere  name,  and  to  settle  the  government  on  a  more  equal 
basis.  This,  however,  was  but  a  public  profession  made  by 
them  in  word;  but  it  was  from  private  ambition  that  most 
of  them  pursued  that  very  method  by  which  an  oligarchy 
formed  out  of  a  democracy  is  most  sure  to  be  overturned. 
For  all  at  once  not  only  claim  to  be  equal,  but  every  one 
decidedly  the  first  man.  [And  in  such  a  case  fsiilure  is  in- 
tolerable:] whereas,  when  an  election  is  made  under  a  de- 
mocracy, a  man  more  easily  submits  to  the  result,  as  ho 
does  not  think  himself  beaten  on  equid  terms.^  But  what 
most  evidently  encouraged  them  was  the  interest  of  Aloibiades 
being  so  strong  in  the  army,  and  their  not  thinking  that  the 
power  of  the  oligarchy  would  be  permanent  Each  one, 
therefore,  strove  to  be  himself  the  first  to  take  the  lead  of  the 
commons. 

90.  But  those  of  the  Four  Hundred  who  were  most  opposed 
to  such  a  form  of  government,  and  who  now  took  the  lead, 
namely,  Phrynichus  (who  when  general  at  Samos  had  quarreled, 
as  already  mentioned,  with  Alcibiades),  and  Aristarchus,  a  man 
in  the  highest  degree,  and  for  the  longest  time  opposed  to  the 
democracy ;  and  Pisander,  and  Antiphon,  and  others  who  were 
most  influential,  had  before — ^as  soon  as  they  were  established 
in  power,  and  afterward,  when  the  forces  at  Samos  revolted 
from  them  for  a  democracy — sent  members  of  their  body  as 
embassadors  to  Lacedsemon,  and  been  very  anxious  for  peace 
with  them,  and  been  engaged  in  building  the  fort  in  what  is 
called  £etionia.'  And  &r  more  than  ever  was  this  the  case, 
after  their  embassadors  from  Samos  had  arrived ;  seeing,  as 

?J-yov<n.  Id.  Symp.  III.  3,  oi}Selc  ffoi,  Jt^^  dvTiXtyei  rd  fiif  oh  Ae^etv. 
The  last  two  quotations  prove  that  this  constniction  is  common  after 
verbs  of  ^* saying;"  and  in  the  present  instance  I  suppose  the  infinitive 
to  depend  upon  sudi  a  verb  understood  firom  6g  l^aav  in  the  preceding 
part  of  the  paragraph.  There  seems  ther^ore  to  be  no  reason  for  chang- 
ing TO  into  roi,  as  I  was  once  led  by  the  various  reading  rQi  to  conjec- 
ture, before  I  knew  that  GkiUer  had  done  the  same. 

*  ftdov  rd  dirol3aivovTa—<f>ip€i.']  Because,  as  Arnold  observes,  "  they 
know  that  the  weight  of  the  government  is  against  them,  and  are  thus 
spared  the  peculiar  pain  of  being  beaten  in  a  fair  race,  when  they  and 
their  oompetitors  start  with  equal  advantages,  and  there  is  nothing  there- 
fore to  lessen  the  mortification  of  defeat." 

'  ^Heriuvia.]  For  the  nature  and  object  of  this  fort,  see  Arnold's  note. 
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thej  did,  that  both  the  majcml^  of  the  peoole,  and  those  of 
their  own  members^  who  before  appeared  trustworthy,  were  now 
changing  their  views.  Aud  so  they  dispatched  Antiphon, 
Ph]?ynichu8i,  aqd  ten  othei^.witlit  all  speed  (for  they  were  afraid 
of  what  was  going  on  botb  at  home  ai^d  at  Samos),  with  in- 
structions to  make  tenns  with  the  Lacedaemonians  in  any  way 
whatev^  that  was  at  all  tolerable.  And  they  worked  with 
still  greatear  earnestness  at  ^  fort  in  Eetionia.  Now  the  ob* 
ject  <£  the  fort,  as  Theramenes  an^  his  party  maintained,  was 
this :  not  that  they  might  ayoid  admitting  the  army  at  Samos 
into  ^e  PirsBus,  should  they  attempt  to  sail  in  by  force,  but 
rather  that  they  mi^ht  admit  the  eneipy»  whenever  they 
pleased,  both  with  ships  and  troops.  For  Eetionia  is  a  mole 
of  the  Pirs&us,  and  the  entr^ice  into  the  harbor  is  straight  by 
it  It  was  being  fortified,  therefore,  in  such  a  manner,  in 
ccHmection  with  the  wall  previously  existing  on  the  land  side, 
that,  with  only  »  few  men  posted  in  it,  it  would  command  the 
entxance.  For  in  the  very  tower  standing  on  one  of  the  two 
sides,  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbor,  which  was  narrow,  was  the 
termination  both  of  the  original  wall  on  the  land  side,  and  of 
the  new  and  inner  one  which  was  being  built  on  the  side  of 
the  sea.  They  also  built  a  portico,  which  was  very  large  and 
in  immediate  connection  with  this  wall  in  the  Pirseus ;  of  which 
they  themselves  had  the  cominand,  and  in  which  they  com-> 
pelled  all  to  deposit  both  what  com  they  had  before  and  what 
was  now  brought  in,  and  to  take  it  out  thence  when  they  sold  it. 
91.  On  these  subjects,  then,  Theramenes  had  long  been 
murmuring;  and  ever  since  the  embassadors  had  returned 
from  LacedsBmon  without  effecting  anj  general  arrangement 
for  them,  he  did  so  still  more,  saying  Uiat  there  would  be 
danger  of  this  fort's  proving  the  ruin  of  the  city.  For  some 
ships  from  the  Peloponnese,  whose  aid  the  Eubceans  had  in- 
vited, to  the  number  of  two  and  forty,  including  some  Italian 
and  Sicilian  vessels  from  Tarentum  and  Locri,  also  h^pened  to 
be  now  lying  off  Las,  in  Laconia,  and  preparing  lor  their  pass- 
age to  Euboea,  under  the  command  of  .^esandridas,  son  of 
Agesander,  a  Spartan.  These  Thetamenes  declared  to  be  sail- 
ing, not  so  much  to  the  aid  of  Euboea,  as  of  those  who  were 
fortifying  Eetionia ;  and  that  if  they  were  not  on  their  guard 
now,  they  would  be  lost  before  they  were  aware  of  it.  And 
there  resdly  was  some  plan  of  this  kind  entertained  by  those 
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who  were  chained  with  it,  and  it  was  not  merely  a  reAel  mis- 
representation. For  it  was  the  wish  of  that  party,  if  possible, 
to  retain  their  dominion  over  the  allies  with  an  oli^chical 
goyemment ;  if  not,  to  retain  their  independ^ice,  with  the  pos- 
session of  their  ships  and  walls ;  but  if  ezclnded  from  that  also, 
at  any  rate  not  to  perish  themselves  uBder  the  restored  democ- 
racy before  and  above  all  others,  but  even  to  call  in  the  enmny, 
and  without  walls  and  ships  to  make  peace  witli  tbaoa,  and  re- 
tain the  government  of  the  city  on  any  terms  whatever,  if  they 
had  only  security  for  their  persons. 

92.  F<M*  this  reascm  they  were  also  diligently  raising  this 
f<»rtification,  with  both  posterns  and  entrances,  and  facilities 
for  introducing  the  enemy,  and  were  denrous  to  have  it  oomr 
pleted  in  time.  Now  what  was  said  of  them  was  previouidy 
advanced  in  small  parties  only,  and  with  greater  secrecy :  but 
when  Phrynichus,  on  his  return  from  ibe  embassy  to  Lace- 
daemcm,  had  been  designedly  stabbed  in  the  ftdl  mark^  by  a 
man  who  served  in  the  peripoH^^  and  after  proceeding  but  a 
short  distance  from  the  council-chamber,  expired  immediately, 
and  the  assassin  esc^q)ed ;  while  his  accomplice,  who  was  an 
Argive,  though  seized  and  tortured  by  the  Four  Hundred, 
mentioned  no  one's  name  as  having  instigated  him  to  it,  nor 
any  thing  else,  but  that  he  knew  many  m^i  assembled  in  dif- 
ferent houses,  both  that  of  the  commander  of  the  peripoli  and 
others;  then  indeed,  when  no  disturbance  arose  from  this, 
Theramenes  and  Aristocrates,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  Four 
Hundred,  as  well  as  of  those  out  of  doors  who  held  the  same 
views,  proceeded  with  greater  confidence  to  the  execution  of 
their  measures.  For  at  this  same  time  the  ships  had  now 
sailed  round  from  Las,  and  aft^  coming  to  anchor  at  E^dau- 
rus,  had  overrun  .^S^na ;  and  Theramenes  remarked,  that  it 
was  not  probable  that,  while  on  their  passage  to  Eubcea,  they 
should  have  run  into  the  bay,  and  be  lying  again  at  Epidaums, 
unless  th^  had  been  invited,  imd  come  for  the  purposes  with 
which  he  had  all  along  been  chargii^  them ;  and  therefore  it 
was  not  possible  any  longw  to  remam  quiet.  At  length,  after 
many  more  seditious  speeches  and  suspicions  had  been  uttered, 
they  now  proceeded  to  business  in  real  earnest  For  the 
heavy-armed  who  were  in  the  Pir»us,  building  the  wall  in 
Eetonia,   among  whom,   also,   was  Aristocrates,  a   taxiarch, 

1  Tuv  irepiTToAcjv.]  See  note,  p.  266. 
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with  bis  cotbpany,  arrested  Alexicles,  who  was  a  general  on 
the  side  of  the  oligarchy,  and  very  favorably  inclined  to  the 
associates,  and  taking  him  into  a  bouse  confined  him  there. 
There  were  others  who  as^sted  them  in  this,  and  particularly 
one  Hermon,  commander  of  the  j90r^9o/»  stationed  in  Munychia; 
and,  what  was  of  most  importance,  the  mass  of  the  heavy-armed 
were  in  fiivour  of  these  measures.  Wb^n  this  news  reached 
the  Four  Hundred  (who  happened  to  be  sitting  together  in 
their  coancil-chamber),  immeiiately,  with  the  exception  of 
such  as  did  not  approve  of  the  present  government,  they  were 
prepared  forthwim  to  arm  themselves^  fmd  threatened  Hiera- 
menes  and  those  with  him.  He,  however,  said  in  his  defense 
that  he  was  ready  to  go  at  once  and  assist  in  rescuing  Alexi- 
cles ;  and  taking  with  bim  one  of  the  generals  who  held  the 
same  views  with  himself,  be  proceeded  to  the  Piraeus ;  while 
Aristarcbus  and  some  young  men  of  the  cavalry  went  to  the 
rescue.  The  tumult,  tben,  was  great  and  alarming :  for  those 
in  the  city  thought  that  the  Pineus  was  already  taken,  and  the 
general  under  arrest  put  to  death ;  while  those  in  the  Piraeus 
believed  that  the  men  m  the  city  were  all  but  attacking  them. 
But  when  Ibe  elder  men  stopped  those  in  the  city  who  were 
running  about,  and  rushing  to  the  stands  of  arms ;  while  Thu- 
cydides  the  Pharsalian,  the  Proxenus  of  the  state,  was  also 
present,  and  earnestly  opposed  the  several  parties,  calHng 
upon  them  not  to  destroy  their  country  while  the  enemy  were 
still  waiting  to  attack  them ;  they  were  with  difficulty  quieted 
and  forbore  from  attacking  one  another.  Now  when  Theramenes 
came  into  the  Piraeus  (Icht  be  too  was  one  of  the  generals),  as 
far  as  shoutii^  went,  be  was  angry  with  the  soldiers;  but 
Aristardius  and  tbose  who  were  opposed  to  the  p<^lar  party 
were  in  a  violent  rage.  Most  of  the  soldiers  however  joined  in 
the  work,  without  changing  their  purpose,  and  asked  Therar 
menes,  whether  be  thought  that  the  wall  was  being  built  for 
any  good,  or  would  be  better  demolished.  He  said,  that  if 
ibey  thought  right  to  demc^b  i^  he  also  agreed  with  them. 
tTpon  that  both  the  soldiers  and  many  of  the  men  in  the  Pi- 
raeus immediately  mounted,  and  began  to  pull  down  the  forti- 

>  if  tH  6w?ia  Uvau\  "  To  run  to  the  spears  and  shields*'  (which  in  the 
-present  circumstances  of  the  city  were  always  kept  piled  in  the  open 
^aces  in  different  parts  of  the  town),  *^and  so  to  arm  themselves  for 
battle.    See  ch.  69. 1,  2 ;  VII.  28.  2."— ^moW. 
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fieationw  And  fke  csry  for  the  enec/oragieineiit  of  ihe  mitllitade 
was  this:  ^that  whoever  wished  ike  Five  Thousand  to  rule 
instead  of  the  Four  Hundred,  most  go  to  help  in  the  work." 
For  th^  oondnued,  notwithstanding,  to  conceal  their  real 
views  under  the  name  of  the  Vive  Thousand,  80  tibat  whoever 
wished  the  commons  to  hold  Um  gov^nment  did  not  es^^opeBBly 
mention  that  word;  fearing  ^t  the  Fiv^  Thoustiid  nnght 
really  bavis  l>een  elected^  $nd  that  so  by  sikying  a<miething  to 
one  [who  belonged  to  that  bodyj  he  might,  thtiCH^  his  ig- 
norance of  the  &ct,  conmiit  himself.  Ai^  indeed,  for  this 
reasoii  the  Four  Hundred  neiUi^  wished  the  Five  Thousand 
to  be ,  dected,  nor  to  have  it  known  tibat  they  were  not ; 
thinking,  oa  the  one  hand,  that  to  install  so  many  partners 
with  them  would  amount  to  a  downright  democracy  \  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  that  uncaiainty  on  tihe  subject  would  stnke 
them  with  fear  of  one  another. 

93.  The  next  day  the  Four  Hundred,  although  alarmed, 
assembled  nevertheless  in  their  coundl-chamber ;  while  the 
soldiers  in  the  Piraeus,  after  releasing  Alexides,  whom  they  had 
arrested,  and  d^nolishing  the  fordficatioB,  came  to  the  temple 
of  Bacchus  dose  to  Munychia,  and  having  piled  their  arms, 
held  an  aas^nbly  there  out  of  the  usual  place  ;^  and  in  accOTd- 
anoe  with  a  resolution  made  by  them,  proceeded  straightway  to 
the  city,  and  piled  their  arms  in  the  Anaceum.'  But  when  cer- 
tain chosen  deputies  from  the  Four  Hundred  came  to  them,  they 
conversed  man  with  nian,  and  such  as  they  saw  to  be  men  of 
moderate  views  they  persuaded  both  to  remain  <]^iiet  th^nselves, 
and  to  restrain  the  rest ;  telling  th^n  that  they  would  publish 
the  names  of  the  Five  Thousand,  and  that  from  these  the 
Four  Hundred  should  be  elected  in  rotation,  in  sudi  a  manner  . 
as  the  Five  Thousand  might  think  fit:  but,  in  the  mean  time, 
they  begged  them  by  no  meakis  ta  destroy  the  city,  or  drive  it 
into  the  hands  of  tiie  enemy.  So  the  whole  body  of  Ibe  sol- 
diers, wh^i  such  addresses  were  made  by  many  and  to  noany, 
were  more  pacified  than  before,  and  most  alarmed  for  the 
whole  state ;  and  they  agreed  to  h<My  on  an  appointed  day, 
an  assembly  in  the  temple  of  Bacchus,  with  a  view  to  restoring 
concord. 

1  iieKKhfoicurav.']  Or  stinply,  "  held  an  assemb(jr,"  according  to  Bek- 
ker*8  reading,  k^eO.Jiaiwav, 

3  iv  r^  'AvoxetV']  ^  ^i  the  temple  of  Castor  and  Pollmt,  tbwhom  the 
title  of  dvaKoi  *<  the  princes,*'  was  given,  according  to  Enstathins. 
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&4«  Whei^,  the.  day  ioir  holding  the  asseml^y  wm  come,  asid 
thej  had  all  hot  met,  news  were  bvonght  that  ib%  two  and 
forty  shipa  with  AgeuHider  wm»^  t  advancing  from  Megara 
along  the  Qoaat  of  Salamis ;  and  ^«ry  one  of  the  soldiers  in 
gener^  eonsidsred  this  to  he  the  yefy  thii^  which  had  so  long 
been  asserted  by  Tberamenea  and  h»  party,  aasaely,  that  it  was 
to  the  fort,  tiiat  the  shipsi  were  sailii^ ;  and  it  appeared  to  have 
been  thrown  down  to  good  purpose*  And  it  nUght^  peihapa, 
in  so^ie  measure  have  been  by  ^pointment  that  Agesandridaa 
lingered  about  E^^idaurua  and  that  ndghlKffhood;  though  it 
is  also  probable  that  he  staid  there  in  dbnsequenoe  of  the 
pres^  sedition  among  the  Athenians,  in  hope  of  coming  up 
at  the  mcnnent  &voiaUe  for  action.  But  the  Athenians,  on 
the  other  hand,  on  receiving  this  intelligence,  immediately  ran 
down  in  full  Ibiice  to  the  Pirseus,  c^msidering  that  a  war  witli 
the  enemy,  of  greater  importance  than  that  among  them- 
selves, was  threatening  them  at  no  great  dirtance,  but  close  to 
their  harbor.  Some  of  them  therefore  went  on  board  the 
ships  that  wwe  already  afloat;  others  launched  adcKtional 
ones ;  and  ^ome  others  ran  to  the  defisnse  of  the  walls  and  the 
mauth  of  the  harbor* 

95.  But  the  Pefoponnesian  tMpSy  a£ber  sailing  by  and 
doubling  Sunium,  come  to  anehor  between  Thorieus  and 
Prasiae^  and  subsequently  went  to  Oropus.  So  the  Athenians 
were  compelled  to  go  to  sea  in  a  hurry  and  with  untrained 
crew3,^  inasmuch  as  the  city  was  in  a  state  of  sedition,  aiMl 
they  were  a^ixious  with  all  epeed  to  go  to  the  rescue  of  what 
was  their  most  itpportant  possession;  (for  since  Attica  had 
bee^  closed  against  them,  Euboea  was  every  thing  to  them ;) 
and  aecordin^y  they  sent  Thymoehaies  in  command  of  some 
ships  to  Eretria.  When  they  arrived  ,there,  they  amounted, 
wiw  those  that  were  in  Euboe^  before,  to  six  and  thirty ;  and 
they  were  immediately  forced  to  an  engagement.  For  Age- 
sandridas,  after  his  men  had  dined,  ^  put  out  from  Oropus ; 
which  is  dis^t  fr^n  Eietria  about  sixty  stades  by  sea. 
When,  then^  he  was  advaxicing  against  ^&oa^  the  Athenians 
straightway  prepared  to  man  their  ah^  suj^odng  that  their 

*  u^vyKpoT^ToicJ]  liteially,  Mn«t  haiam^red  together ;"  i. «.,  not  blended 
into  pne  body,  like  two  pieQ(»s  of  metal  weldedtogether  I37  the  hamteer. 
To  the  examples  of  this  metaphorical  use  of  the  verbs  quoted  )>7  Arnold 
may  be  added  i)emosth.  23.  3  (Reiske),  Savfiaarot  koX  ovyKCKpo  Ttjfuv'oi. 
rd  T0V  irc^fiov ;  520.  12,  avyKpornv  koX  dwdaKeiv  rov  x^P^v, 
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mesi  were  n^ur  their  vessels.  They,  howevw,  were  pimdiaang 
provisions  for  thdr  dinner,  not  from  the  mad^et^laoe  (for  by 
an  arrangement  of  the  Eietimns  there  was  nothing  on  sale 
there),  but  from  ike  houses  in  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  in 
order  that  the  ^lemy,  while  the  Athenians  were  long  in  man- 
ning their  ships,  might  attack  them  by  surprise,  and  compel 
them  to  put  out  just  as  they  mi^t  happen.  Moreover,  a 
signal  had  been  raised  at  £retria  to  give  them  notice  at  Oro- 
pus  of  the  time  when  they  should  put  to  sea.  The  Athenians 
then,  having  put  out  with  such  scanty  ^parations,  and  fought 
a  battle  off  the  h^bor  of  Eretria,  held  out  against  them,  not- 
withstanding, for  some  little  time,  and  were  then  put  to  flight 
and  pursued  to  the  shore.  And  now  such  of  Ihem  as  took 
refuge  in  the  city  of  the  Eretrians,  as  being  friendly  to  th^n, 
fared  worst  of  all,  for  they  were  butcherSi  by  them;  but 
those  who  fled  to  the  fort  in  the  Eretrian  tenitory,  which 
the  Athenians  themselves  occupied,  were  saved ;  as  idso  were 
all  the  ships  that  reached  Ohalcis.  The  Peloponnedans,  haying 
taken  two  and  twenty  of  the  Athenian  vessels,  and  either  killed 
or  made  prisoners  of  the  men,  erected  a  trophy.  And  not 
long  after  they  effected  the  revolt  of  the  whole  of  Euboea,  ex- 
cepting Oreus  (which  was  held  by  the  Athenians  themselves), 
and  arranged  all  other  matters  thereabout 

96.  When  the  news  of  what  had  happened  at  Euboea 
reached  the  Ath^ans,  a  greater  consternation  was  felt  by 
them  than  had  ever  becoi  before.  For  neither  had  the  disaster 
in  Sicily,  though  it  appeared  a  great  one  at  the  time,  nor  any 
other  event,  ever  yet  iJarmed  them  so  much.  For  when,  after 
their  army  at  Samos  had  revolted  from  them,  and  they  had 
no  more  ships  nor  men  to  go  on  board  them,  while  they  were 
in  a  state  of  sedition,  and  did  not  know  when  they  m^t 
break  out  into  conflict  with  one  another ;  [when,  I  say,  imder 
such  circumstances]  so  great  a  calamity  had  beMlen  them — - 
one  in  which  they  had  lost  their  fleet,  and,  what  was  most  of 
all,  Euboea,  from  which  they  derived  more  advantages-  than 
from  Attica — ^how  could  their  dejection  be  unnatural  ?  But 
what  especially  and  most  immediately  alarmed  them,  was  tiie 
thought  that  the  enemy  would  venture,  on  the  strength  of 
their  victory,  to  sail  straightway  to  the  attack  of  their  port 
Piraeus,  while  it  had  no  ships  for  its  protection ;  and  they 
supposed  that  they  were  already  all  but  there.    And  indeed. 
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if  thej  had  been  mc»:e  Ix^d,  they  might  easily  have  done  that, 
and  so  have  either  divided  the  city  still  more  than  ever,  by 
lying  near  it,  or  if-  they  had  remained  and  blockaded  it,  have 
compelled  the  fleet  in  Ionia,  tlK>ug^  opposed  to  the  oligarchy, 
to  come  to  the  rescue  of  their  own  relatives  and  the  whole 
city ;  and  in  the  mean  time  the  Hellespont  would  have  been 
theirs,  with  Ionia,  the  islands,  every  thing  as  far  as  Euboea, 
in  a  word,  the  whole  emigre  of  Athens.  But  it  was  not  on 
this  occasion,  but  on  many  others  also,  that  the  Lacedaemoni- 
ans proved  themselves  most  convenient  peof^e  for  the  Athe- 
nians to  be  at  war  with.  For  by  being  very  widely  different 
in  character — ^the  one  people  being  quick,  and  the  other  slow ; 
the  one  enterprising,  and  the  other  unadventurous — they  pre- 
sented very  many  advantages,  especially  in  the  case  of  a  naval 
empire.  A  proof  of  this  was  given  by  the  Syracusans;  for 
they,  through  being  of  a  congenial  disposition,  were  also  most 
successful  in  carrying  on  war  with  them. 

97.  On  receiving  ther^ore  this  news,  the  Athenians,  not- 
withstanding, manned  twenty  diips,  and  called  an  assembly ; 
one  immediately,  which  was  summoned  to  meet  on  that  oc- 
casion for  the  first  time  in  what  was  called  the  Pnyx  (where 
they  had  been  accustomed  to  meet  in  other  days),  and  in 
which  they  deposed  the  Four  Hundred,  and  resolved  ^at  the 
government  should  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Five  Thou- 
sand ;  that  in  that  body  should  be  included  all  who  fumidbed 
themselves  with  heavy  armor  ;*  and  that  no  one  should  re- 
ceive pay  for  the  discharge  of  any  office ;  or  if  any  one  did, 
they  declared  him  to  be  accursed.  Many  other  assemblies 
were  also  held  subsequently,  in  which  they  appointed  persons 
to  frame  a  code  of  laws,  and  every  thing  else  requisite  for  the 
government.  And  during  the  first  period  of  this  constitution 
the  Athenians  appear  to  have  enjoyed  the  best  polity  they 
ever  did,  at  least  in  my  time ;  for  the  blending  together  of 
the  few  and  the  many  was  efiected  with  moderation ;  and  this 
was  what  first  raised  the  state  up  again  after  the  disastrous  oc- 
currences which  had  taken  place.  They  also  passed  a  decree 
for  the  recall  of  Alcibiades,  and  some  others  with  him ;  and 

'  elvat  di  air<5v,  «.  r.  X J  "  Wo  must  suppose  that  all  who  could  furnish 
heavy  arms  were  eligible  mto  the  number  of  the  Five  Thousand ;  wheth- 
er the  members  were  fixed  on  by  lot,  by  election,  or  by  rotation ;  as 
it  had  been  proposed  to  appoint  the  Four  Hundred  by  rotation  out  of  the 
whole  number  of  the  Five  Thousand.    See  ch.  93.  2." — Arnold, 
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sendiBg  to  him  and  t&  the  «rmy  at  Samos,  they  urged  them  to 
attend  diligentlj  to  ^eir  interests. 

98.  On  this  change  being  made,  the  party  of  Pisimder  and 
Alexides,  and  all  who  were  motA  devoted  t6  tiie  oligarchy, 
withdrew  privily  to  Deoelea;  while  Aristarehna  alone  of  them, 
happening  to  be  in  office  aa  general,  took  with  all  haste  some 
of  the  most  barbarous  among  the  archen,  and  proceeded  to 
CEnoe.  This  was  a  fortress  beloi^ing  to  the  Athemans  on 
the  borders  of  Boeotia,  and  in  consequence  of  a  blow  that  had 
been  inflicted  on  them  by  ^q  garrison,  by  cutting  off  a.  party 
of  men  on  their  return  from  Decelea,  it  was  b^gbesieged  by 
the  Corinthians,  who  had  volunteered  for  the  service,  and  had 
called  the  Boeotians  also  to  their  aid.  Afiber  comnmnicating 
therefore  with  these,  Aristardius  deceived  those  in  (Enoe,  by 
telling  them  that  their  countrymen  in  the  city  had  made  a 
general  surrender  to  the  Lacedssmonians,  and  they  must  give 
up  the  place  to  the  Boeotians ;  for  that  such  were  the  tetna  of 
the  capitulation.  They  therefore,  believing  him,  inasmuch  as 
he  was  one  of  the  generals,  and  knowing  nothing  that  had 
hi^pened,  in  consequence  of  their  being  blockaded,  evacuated 
the  fort  under  truce.  It  was  in  this  manner  that  the  Boeo- 
tians took  and  occupied  (Enoe,  and  that  the  oligarchy  and  se* 
dition  at  Athens  came  to  an  end. 

09.  About  the  same  period  of  this  summer  the  Peloponi- 
nesians  at  Miletus  also  executed  the  following  measures; 
When  none  of  those  who  were  intrusted  with  ihe  business  by 
Tissaphemes,  at  the  time  that  he  went  to  Aspendus,  affoided 
them  supplies,  and  neither  the  Phomician  ships  nc»*  Iiss&- 
phemes  made  their  appearance  hitherto,  but  Phili{q»»  who 
had  been  sent  with  him,  as  well  as  another  Spartan  named 
Hippocrates,  who  was  at  Phaselis,  wrote  word  to  Mindarus 
the  admiral,  that  the  ships  would  not  join  them,  and  that  they 
were  being  wronged  by  Tissaphemes  in  everv  <rei^)ect ;  and 
when  again  Phamabazus  was  calling  them  to  hisfdd,«nd^  was 
desirous  to  get  the  ships  in  his  turn,  like  Tissaphem^,  and 
cause  the  remaining  cities  in  his  government  to  revolt  from 
the  Athenians,  hoping  to  gain  some  advmtage  thereby ;  under 
these  circumstances,  I  say,  Mindarus,  wkh  great  r^ularity,  and 
with  orders  suddenly  given,  to  escape  the  observation  of  those 
at  Samos,  weighed  anchor  from  Miletus  with  three  and  seventy 
ships,  and  sailed  for  the  Hellespont.     (Sixteen  ships  had  at  an 
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earlier  period  of  this  same  summer  entered  that  sea,  and  over- 
run some  parts  of  the  Chersonese.)  But  being  caught  in  a 
storm,  and  compelled  to  do  so,  he  put  in  at  Icarus,  and  after 
remaining  there  through  stress  of  weather  five  or  six  days, 
arrived  subsequently  at  Chios. 

100.  When  Thrasylus  heard  of  his  having  put  out  from 
Miletus,  he  himself  also  set  sail  straightway  from  Samos  with 
five  and  fifty  ships,  hurrying  on  to  prevent  his  sailing  into 
the  Hellespont  before  him.  But  on  finding  that  he  was  at 
Chios,  and  wcpecting  that  he  would  stay  there,  he  posted 
scouts  both  in  Lesbos  and  on  the  mainland  opposite,  that  in 
case  of  the  ships  stirring  in  any  direction  they  might  not  do 
so  unobserved ;  while  he  himself  coasted  along  to  Methymna, 
and  gave  orders  for  preparing  meal  and  other  necessaries, 
with  a  view  of  advancing  from  Lesbos  to  attack  them  at 
Chios,  if  any  length  of  time  should  be  spent  there.  At  the 
same  time,  since  Eresus  in  Lesbos  had  revolted,  he  wished  to 
sail  against  and  take  it,  if  he  could.  For  some  exiles  of  the 
Methymnseans,  and  those  the  most  influential,  having  carried 
over  from  Cuma  about  fifty  heavy-armed  men  who  had  been 
associated  with  them,  and  hired  others  from  the  continent, 
with  three  hundred  in  all,  of  whom  Alexander,  a  Theban, 
took  the  command  on  the  strength  of  his  connection  with 
them,  made  an  attack  on  Methymna  first ;  and  when  beaten 
off  from  the  attempt  by  means  of  the  Athenian  garrison 
troops  which  had  advanced  from  Mytilene,  and  again  re- 
pulsed in  an  engagement  outside  of  the  town,  made  their  way 
over  the  mountain,  and  procured  the  revolt  of  Eresus.  Thra- 
sylus therefore  sailed  against  it  with  all  his  ships,  intending 
to  assault  it.  Thrasybulus,  too,  had  arrived  there  before  him 
with  five  ships  from  Samos,  on  receiving  tidings  of  the  exiles 
thus  crossing  over;  but  being  too  late,  he  went  to  Eresus, 
and  lay  at  anchor  before  it  They  were  also  joined  by  two  ves- 
sels on  their  return  home  from  the  Hellespont,  and  by  those  of 
the  Methymnseans  ;  and  so  there  were  pesent,  in  all,  seven  and 
sixty  ships,  with  the  troops  of  which  they  made  their  prepara- 
tions for  taking  Eresus  by  storm,  if  they  could,  with  the  aid  of 
engines,  or  in  any  way  whatever. 

101.  In  the  mean  time  Mindaurus  and  the  Peloponnesian 
ships  at  Chios,  afl«r  being  victualed  for  two  days,  and  receiv- 
ing from  the  Chians  three  Chian  tessaracostes  a  man,  on  the 
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third  day  put  out  with  all  speed  from  the  island,  not  into  the 
open  sea,  to  avoid  falling  in  with  the  fleet  at  Eresus,  but  sail* 
ing  to  the  continent  with  Lesbos  on  their  left  hand.  After 
touching  at  the  port  of  Carteria,  in  the  Phocaean  territcwy,  and 
dining,  they  proceeded  along  the  coast  of  Guma,  and  supped 
at  Argennusa  on  the  mainland,  oyer  against  Mydlene.  Thence 
they  still  coasted  on,  though  it  was  late  in  the  night,  and  ar- 
rived at  Harmatus  on  the  continent,  just  opposite  Meth3maiia, 
and  after  dinner  passing  quickly  by  Lectum,  Larisa,  Hamaxitns, 
and  the  towns  in  those  parts,  came  somewhat  before  midnight 
to  Rhoeteum,  and  so  were  now  in  the  Hellespont  Some  of  tile 
ships  also  put  in  at  Sigeum,  and  other  places  in  that  neighbor- 
hood. 

102.  Now  the  Athenians  were  at  Sestos  with  eighteen 
ships;  and  when  their  friends  gave  them  notice  by  fire  sig- 
nals, while  they  also  observed  tibe  fires  on  the  hostile  shore 
suddenly  appear  numerous,  they  were  aware  that  the  Pelo- 
ponuesians  were  entering  the  Hellespont.  Accordingly  that 
same  night,  sailing  as  quickly  as  they  could,  and  keeping 
close  under  the  shore  of  the  Chersonese,  they  coasted  along 
toward  Elseus,  wishing  to  escape  from  the  enemy's  fleet  into 
the  open  sea.  And  they  eluded  the  observation  of  the  sixteen 
ships  at  Abydus,  although  orders  for  keeping  guard  had  been 
before  given  by  their  friends  who  went  to  t£em,  tiiat  they 
might  be  on  the  alert  against  the  Athenians  in  case  they  should 
sail  out  But  descrying  those  with  Mindarus  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  being  immediately  chased  by  them,  they  had  not  all 
time  to  escape,  but  the  greater  part  of  th^n  did,  to  Imbros  and 
Lemnus;  while  four  of  the  ships,  which  were  sailing  last^ 
were  overtaken  off  Elseus.  One  of  these,  which  was  stranded 
opposite  the  temple  of  Protesilaus,  they  took  together  with 
its  crew,  and  two  others  without  their  crews ;  while  the  ro- 
maining  one  they  burned,  after  it  had  been  deserted,  close  to 
Imbros. 

108.  After  this,  with  the  vessels  which  had  joined  them 
from  Abydus  and  the  rest,  amounting  in  all  to  eighty-six, 
they  besieged  Elaeus  that  day,  and  when  it  did  not  surrender, 
sailed  back  to  Abydus.  As  for  the  Athenians,  they  had  been 
deceived  by  their  scouts,  and  did  not  imagine  that  the  pass- 
age of  the  enemy's  fleet  could  ever  escape  their  vigilance,  but 
were  leisurely  assaulting  the  walls  of  Eresus.      Wben,  how- 
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ever,  they  were  aware  of  it,  they  immediately  left  Eresus,  and 
proceeded  with  all  haste  to  the  defense  of  the  Hellespont 
And  they  took  two  of  the  Peloponnesian  ships,  which  having 
on  that  occasion  put  out  into  tiie  open  sea  more  boldly  than 
the  rest,  fell  in  with  them.  The  next  day  they  arrived  and 
cast  anchor  at  Elseus,  and  bringing  in  from  Imbros  such  ships 
as  had  taken  reftige  there,  they  were  five  days  making  prepara- 
tions for  the  battle. 

104.  After  this  they  fought  in  the  following  manner.  The 
Athenians,  drawn  up  in  column,  were  sailing  close  alon^  shore 
toward  Sestos ;  while  the  Peloponnesians,  observing  this  from 
Abydus,  put  out  on  their  side  also  to  meet  them.  When  they 
found  that  they  were  on  the  eve  of  an  engagement,  they  ex- 
tended their  flank,  the  Athenians  along  the  Chersonese,  from 
Idacus  to  Arrhiana,  with  seventy-six  ships ;  the  Peloponnesians, 
on  the  other  hand,  from  Abydus  to  Dardanus,  with  eighty-six. 
On  the  side  of  the  Peloponnesians,  the  right  wing  was  held 
by  the  Syracusans,  the  other  by  Mindarus  himself  and  the 
fastest  sailing  vessels ;  on  that  of  the  Athenians,  the  left  was 
held  by  Thrasylus,  the  right  by  Thrasybulus ;  while  the  other 
commanders  took  their  position  as  might  severally  happen.  It 
being  the  object  of  the  Peloponnesians  to  strike  the  first  blow, 
and  by  outflanking  the  Athenians'  right  with  their  own  left 
to  exclude  them,  if  they  could,  from  sailing  out  of  the  straits, 
as  well  as  to  drive  their  center  on  to  the  shore,  which  was  at 
no  great  distance ;  the  Athenians,  aware  of  this,  extended  their 
own  wing  also  where  the  enemy  wished  to  hem  them  in,  and 
had  the  advantage  over  them  in  sailing ;  while  their  left  had 
by  this  time  passed  the  headland  called  Cynossema.  But  in 
consequence  of  this,  they  had  to  form  their  center  with  weak 
and  scattered  ships,  especially  as  they  had  the  smaller  number 
at  their  command,  and  the  coast  about  Cynossema  formed  a 
sharp  and  angular  projection,  so  that  what  was  doing  on  th« 
other  side  of  it  was  not  visible. 

.  105.  The  Peloponnesians  therefore,  falling  on  their  center, 
drove  the  Athenian  ships  ashore,  and  landed  to  follow  up  their 
attack,  having  had  a  decided  advantage  in  the  action.  To 
assist  their  center  was  neither  in  the  power  of  Thrasybulus 
on  the  right,  owing  to  the  superior  number  of  ships  that  were 
pressing  on  him,  nor  of  Thrasylus  on  the  left ;  for  it  was  con- 
cealed from  him  by  the  headland  of  Cynossema,  and,  moreover. 
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the  Syracusans  and  the  rest  who  were  opposed  to  him  with  no 
inferior  numbers  prevented  his  doing  it:  until  the  Pelopon- 
nesians,  from  pursuing,  in  the  security  of  victOTy,  different 
vessels  in  different  directions,  began  to  fall  into  greater  dis- 
order in  one  part  of  their  force.  Thrasybulus  therefore,  ob- 
serving this,  ceased  now  from  extending  the  flank,  and  &cing 
about  immediately  attacked  and  routed  the  ships  opposed  to 
him,  and  then  proceeding  to  those  on  the  victorious  part  of  the 
enemy's  line,  handled  them  roughly  in  their  scattered  condi- 
tion^ and  threw  most  of  them  into  a  panic  without  striking  a 
blow.  The  Syracusans  also  had  by  this  time  yielded  the  vic- 
tory to  Thrasylus,  and  taken  to  flight  more  decidedly,  when 
they  saw  the  rest  doing  so  likewise. 

106.  The  rout  having  thus  been  effected,  and  the  Pelopon- 
nesians  having  most  of  them  taken  refrige  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river  Mi£us  in  the  first  instance,  and  then  at  Abydus, 
though  the  Athenians  took  but  few  ships  (for  the  narrow 
breadth  of  the  Hellespont  gave  their  opponents  places  of  ref- 
uge at  a  little  distance),  yet  the  victory  which  they  gained  in 
this  sea-fight  was  most  opportune  for  them.  For  whereas  they 
had  before  been  afraid  of  the  Peloponnesian  fleet,  in  conse- 
quence of  losses  in  detail,  as  well  as  of  the  disaster  in  Sicily, 
they  now  ceased  to  think  disparagingly  of  themselves,  and  to 
consider  their  enemies  as  good  for  any  thing  at  sea.  However, 
they  took  from  their  opponents  eight  Chian  vessels,  five  Co- 
rinthian, two  Ambracian,  two  Boeotian,  and  one  Leucadian, 
Lacedsemonian,  Syracusan,  and  Pellenian,  respectively ;  wliile 
they  themselves  lost  fifteen.  After  erecting  a  trophy  on  the 
headland  of  Cynossema,  securing  the  wrecks,  and  restoring 
the  enemy  their  slain  under  a  truce,  they  then  dispatched  a 
trireme  to  Athens  with  the  news  of  their  victory.  On  the 
arrival  of  the  vessel,  and  on  hearing  of  their  unexpected  good 
fortune,  after  the  disasters  which  had  recently  be&llen  mem 
in  Euboea,  and  through  their  own  sedition,  they  were  much 
encouraged,  and  thought  that  their  cause  might  still  possibly 
prevail,  if  liiey  supported  it  with  vigor. 

107.  On  the  fourth  day  after  the  engagement,  the  Athenians 
at  Sestos  having  hastily  refitted  their  ships,  sailed  against 
Cyzicus,  which  had  revolted.  And  descrying  the  eight  ships* 
from  Byzantium  lying  at  anchor  off  Harpagium  and  Pnapus, 

*  6kt(j  vavc.]    See  ch,  80.  4. 
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they  attacked  them,  and  took  the  vessels,  after  defeating  in  a 
battle  those  who  came  to  help  them  on  shore.  On  their  ar- 
rival also  at  Cyzicus,  which  was  unfortified,  they  got  posses- 
sion of  it  again,  and  levied  a  contribution  from  it.  In  the 
mean  time  the  Peloponnesians  also  sailed  from  Abydus  to 
ElaBus,  and  recovered  such  of  their  diips  as  were  in  sound 
condition  (the  rest  having  been  burned  by  the  inhabitants^,  and 
then  sent  Hippocrates  and  Epicles  to  Eubcea,  to  fetcn  the 
squadron  that  was  there. 

108.  About  this  same  time,  too,  Alcibiades  returned  to 
Samos  with  his  thirteen  ships  from  Caunus  and  Phaselis, 
bringing  word  that  he  had  prevented  the  Phoenician  ships 
from  joming  the  Peloponnesians,  and  had  made  Tissaphemes  a 
more  decided  friend  to  the  Athenians  than  before.  Having 
then  manned  nine  ships  in  addition  to  those  he  had  already, 
he  levied  large  sums  of  money  from  the  HaHcamassians,  and 
fortified  Cos.  After  executing  these  measures,  and  placing  a 
governor  in  Cos,  it  being  now  toward  autunm,  he  sailed  back 
to  Samos.  As  for  Tissaphemes,  when  he  heard  that  the 
Peloponnesian  squadron  had  sailed  from  Miletus  to  the  Helles- 
pont, he  set  out  again  from  Aspendus,  and  proceeded  to  Ionia. 
Now  while  the  Peloponnesians  were  in  the  Hellespont,  the 
Antandrians  (of  -^olian  extraction),  conveyed  by  land  over 
Mount  Ida  some  heavy-armed  troops  from  Abydus,  and  intro- 
duced them  into  their  city,  in  consequence  of  being  ill- 
treated  by  Arsaces  the  Persian,  Tissaphemes'  lieutenant. 
This  same  man,  pretending  to  have  a  quarrel  which  he  had  not 
yet  avowed,  and  offering  service  to  the  chief  men  among 
them,  had  induced  the  Delians,  who  had  settled  at  Atramjrt- 
tium,  when  driven  from  their  homes  by  the  Athenians  for  tiie 
purpose  of  purifying  Delos,  to  go  out  as  though  on  terms  of 
friendship  and  alliance  with  him ;  and  then,  having  watched 
when  they  were  at  dinner,  had  surrounded  them  with  his  own 
troops,  and  shot  them  down.  Since  therefore  they  were  afraid, 
on  account  of  this  deed,  that  he  might  some  time  or  other 
commit  some  outrage  on  themselves  too,  and  since  he  also  im- 
posed upon  them  burdens  which  they  could  not  bear,  they  ex- 
pelled his  garrison  from  their  citadel. 

109.  TVnen  Tissaphemes  heard  of  this  act  also  on  the  part 
of  the  Peloponnesians,  as  well  as  that  at  Miletus  and  that  at 
Cnidus  (for  there  too  his  garrisons  had  been  driven  out),  con- 
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sidering  that  he  must  have  mcorred  their  violent  displeasure, 
and  fearing  that  they  might  do  him  still  further  miscnie^  and, 
moreovOT,  being  vexed  to  think  that  Phamabazus,  by  receiving 
them,  might  in  less  time  and  at  less  expense  be  more  successful 
in  his  measures  against  the  Athenians,  he  determined  to  go  to 
them  at  the  Hellespont,  that  he  might  both  complain  of  what 
had  been  done  at  Antandrus,  and  defend  hinaself  as  plausibly 
as  he  could  against  their  charges  respecting  the  Pnoeniciaii 
fleet,  and  all  other  matters.  Accordingly  ne  went  first  to 
Ephesus,  and  offered  sacrifice  to  Diana. 

[When  the  winter  following  this  summer  shall  have  termin- 
ated, the  twenty-first  year  will  be  completed.] 
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Abdsba,  108, 1S8. 

Abronychus,  55. 

Abydus,  548,  578. 

Acanthus,  376,  Sf2. 

Acarnan,  son  of  Alcmaeon,  158. 

Acamanians,  4.  excellent  singers,  143. 
conquer  the  Ambraciots,  133.  make 
peace  with  them,  337. 

Acesines.  the  river,  343. 

Achamae,  104, 106. 

Achelous,  the  river,  157, 333. 

Acheron,  the  river,  39. 

Acherusiau  lake,  ib, 

Achilles,  3. 

Acrse,  380. 

Acragas,  379,  480. 

Acropolis,  the,  74, 103, 106. 

Acte,393. 

Actium,  18, 19. 

Acimetus,  king  of  the  Molossians,  80. 

iEantidas,  tyrant  of  Lampsacus,  415. 

iEgaieos,  Mount,  104. 

iEginetse,  formerly  of  great  power  at 
sea,  10.  stir  up  the  war  against  the 
Athenians,  39.  conquered  by  the  Athe- 
nians at  sea,  63.  how  and  why  expelled 
iEgina  by  the  Athenians,  107.  are  set- 
tled by  the  Lacedaemonians  at  Thy- 
rea,  108.  how  used  by  the  Athenians 
when  they  reduced  Thyrea,  361. 

iEgitium,  317. 

./Ggraeans,  333. 

^Egyptians,  which  of  them  most  warlike, 

iEneas,  398. 

iGnesias,  90. 

iEniadae,  157, 337, 487. 

iEolians,  tributary  to  Athens,  487. 

JEohSj  310. 

./Esimides,  39. 

iEson,  338. 

iEtaeans,  314. 

iEtolians,  4.  invaded  by  the  Athenians, 
315.  defeat  them,  317. 

^tna,  338. 

Agamemnon,  5, 6. 

Agatharchidas,  143. 

Agatharchus,  464,  497. 

Agesander,  83,  573. 

Ageslppidas,  349. 

Agis,  king  of  Sparta,  313, 338.  he  com 
mands  against  the  Argives,  348.  lets 
them  go  without  a  battle,  350.  is  ac- 
cused for  it  at  Sparta,  351.  marches  a 
second  time  asainst  them,  ifr.  gains 
the  victory  at  Mantinea,  358.  fortifies 
Decelea  in  Attica,  460.  makes  an  an 
successful  attempt  on  Athens,  555. 


Agraeans,  157, 335, 373. 

Agrianians,  153. 

Agrigentines,  311.  neutral  in  the  Sicilian 
war,  488. 

Alcaeus,  archon  at  Athens,  833. 

Alcamenes,  514,  517 

Alcibiades,  son  of  Clinias,  340.  his  expe- 
dition  into  Peloponnesus,  347.  and  to 
Argos,  367.  named  for  one  of  the  com- 
manders in  Sicily,  383.  his  speech  on 
that  occasion,  387.  is  accused  about  the 
Mercuries,  and  for  profaning  the  mys- 
teries, 395.  insists  on  a  trial,  396.  sets 
out  for  Sicily,  ib.  his  opinion  at  a  coun- 
cil of  war,  409.  is  recalled  to  take  his 
trial,  ib.  flies  and  is  outlawed,  411. 
takes  refuge  at  Sparta,  418.  his  speech 
at  Sparta,  435.  advises  the  Lacecfaemo- 
nians,  about  prosecuting  the  war,  515, 
519.  sent  to  Chios  with  Chalcideus, 
519.  his  transactions  at  Miletus,  531. 

f;oes  to  Tissaphemes,  and  becomes  a 
avorite,  538.  contrives  his  own  recall 
to  Athens,  541.  his  quarrel  with  Phry- 
nichus,  543.  is  recalled,  561,  576.  his 
management  at  Samos,  561, 564.  goes 
to  Aspendus,  566. 

Alcidas,  the  Lacedaemonian  admiral, 
sent  to  Lesbos,  167, 173.  he  flies,  176. 
returns  to  Peloponnesus,  303.  sails  to 
Corey  ra,  305.  one  of  the  three  leaders 
of  the  colony  to  Heraclea,  314. 

Alcinidas,  333,  335. 

Alciphron,  351. 

Alcmaeon,  158. 

Alcmaeonidae,  416. 

Alexander,  a  Theban,  577. 

Alexarchus,  461. 

Aiexicles,  put  under  arrest,  570.  flies  to 
Decelea,  576. 

Alexippidas,  547. 

Almopians,  155. 

Alope,  107. 

Alyzia,  469. 

Ambracia,  gulf  of,  18, 34. 

Ambraciots,  aid  the  Corinthians  against 
the  Corcyraeans,  16,  17, 39,  make  war 
on  the  Amphilochians,  133.  and  the 
Acarnanians,  140.  make  another  expe- 
dition against  both,  331.  take  Olpae,  ib. 
are  defeated,  333.  make  peace,  337. 
send  aid  to  the  Syracusaus,  488. 

Ameinias,  307. 

Ammiades,  133. 

Aminocles,  9. 

Ammias,  son  of  Coroelius,  170. 

Amorges,  revolts  from  the  king  of  Per- 
sia, 515.  is  taken  prisoner  by  the  Pelo* 
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ponnesians,  and  delivered  to  Tissa- 
phemes,  938. 

Ampelidas,  3S4. 

Amphias,  29& 

Amphilochian  Argos,  230,  331. 

Araphiiochians,  132, 157. 

Amphilochus,  132. 

Amphipolis,  59,  287,  310,  321,  366. 

Amphissians,  218. 

Amyclae,  322. 

Amyntas,  153, 156. 

Amyrtaeus,  64. 

Anactorium,  18,  34,  227,  257,  329,  469. 

Ansea,  271,522. 

Anapus,  the,  142. 

Anaxilas,  380. 

Andocides,  son  of  Leogoras,  32. 

Andrians,  353,  487,  554. 

Androcles,  551. 

Androcrates,  172. 

Andromedes,  339. 

Androsthenes,  345. 

Andrus,  134. 

Aneristus,  131. 

Antandrus,  358,  371,  581. 

Anthemus,  155. 

Anthene,  338. 

Anticles,  68. 

Antimenidas,  339. 

Antiochus,  king  of  the  Orestians,  141. 

Antiphemus,  379. 

Antiphon,  553, 568. 

Antippus,  333,  335. 

Antissa,  166, 174. 

Antisthenes.  534,  548. 

Aphrodisia,  360. 

Aphytis,  38. 

Apiuanus,  374. 

ApodoU,  215. 

ApoUo,  Delian,  9, 220, 296,  temples  of, 
18,  322,  344. 

Maloeis,  160. 

Archegetes,  378. 

Apolionia,  16. 

Arcadia,  2,  328. 

Arcadians,  furnished  with  ships  by  Aga- 
memnon  m  the  Trojan  expedition,  6. 
mercenaries,  488. 

Archedice,  415. 

Archelaus,  156. 

Archestratus,  son  of  Lycomedes,  35. 

Arehetimus,  18. 

Archias,  of  Camarina,  243. 

— —  the  Corinthian,  founder  of  Syra- 
cuse, 379. 

Archidamus,  king  of  Sparta,  his  speech 
on  war  with  the  Athenians,  48.  com- 
mands in  the  invasion  of  Attica,  96.  his 

'  speech,  97.  commands  in  another  m- 
vasion.  118.  and  against  Plataea,  134. 

Archonidas,  449. 

Argilus,  322. 

Argmus,  531. 

Argives,  3.  have  thirty  years*  truces 
with  the  LacedsBmonians,  318.  are  ir- 
ritated by  the  Corinthians  against  the 
LacedBmoniaus,  327.  aim  at  being  a 


leading  state,  338.  make  war  upon 
the  Epidaurians,  347  are  surrounded 
by  the  Lacedaemonians,  but  let  go. 
351.  are  defeated  at  Mantinea,  and 
make  peace,  358, 359. 

Argos,  6,  360. 

in  Amphiiochia,  132. 

Argyllians,  a  colony  of  Andrians,  288. 

Arianthidas,  280. 

Aristagoras,  288. 

Aristarchus,  568,  571,  576. 

Aristeus,  son  of  Pellichas,  18. 

son  of  Adimantus,  36—38, 131. 
the  Lacedaemonian,  307. 

Aristides,  son  of  Lysimachus,  55. 
son  of  Archippus,  357, 27L 


Aristo,  475. 
Aristocles,  320,  358. 
Aristocrates,  323,  325,  567,  570. 
Aristogiton,  13, 13, 412. 
Aristonous,  379. 

of  Larissa,  106. 


Aristonymus,  299. 

Aristopnon,  565. 

Anstoteles,  son  of  Timocrates,  223 

Ame,  8,  288. 

Arnissa,  304. 

Arrhiana,  579. 

Arrhibaeus,  king  of  the  Lyncestians,  274. 
warred  against  byBrasidas  and  Per- 
diccas,  274,  300. 

Arsaces,  581. 

Artabazus,  76. 

Artaphernes,  257. 

Artas,  470. 

Artaxerxes  Longimanus,  61.  begins  to 
reign,  81.  dies,  257. 

Artemisium,  the  month,  323. 

Asia,  athletic  games  in,  9. 

Asine,  236,  259,  440. 

Asopius,  son  of  Phormio,  his  exploits 
and  death,  162. 

Aspendus,  561,  565. 

Astacus,  109, 157. 

Astymachus,  190. 

Astyochus,  the  Lacedaemonian  admirad, 
522.  goes  to  Chios,  523.  in  rreat  dan- 
ger, 530.  refuses  to  succor  tne  Chians, 
531.  betrays  Phrynichus,  542.  is  muti- 
nied against  by  his  own  seamen,  and 
returns  to  Sparta,  563. 

Atalanta,  110, 156, 212, 323. 

Athenaeus,  396. 

Athenagoras,  his  speech  at  Syracuse, 
403. 

Athenians,  gave  shelter  at  first  to  all 
who  would  settle  among  them,  II. 
how  they  became  a  naval  power,  13. 
origin  or  their  great  war  with  the  Pe- 
loponnesmns,  15.  rebuild  their  walls, 
54.  made  war  against  the  king  of  Per 
sia,  under  Pausanias,  57.  gradual 
growth  of  their  power,  58.  gam  a  vic- 
tory at  Eurymedon,  59.  reduce  the 
isle  of  Thasos,  60.  receive  the  Helots, 
and  settle  them  at  Naupactus,  Ol.theil 
war  in  Egypt,  ib.  vnth  the  Corinthian^ 
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tfr.  and  Epidanrians,  and  iEginets,  02. 
with  the  Lacedaemonians,  63.  Bceoti- 
ans,  ifr.  Sicyonians,  65.  Cyprians,  ib. 
recover  Chaeronea.  66.  defeated  at  Co- 
ronsea,  ib.  reduce  £ub(ea,i6.  make  war 
upon  Samos,  67.  make  alliance  with 
the  Corcyraeans^  28.  assist  them  a- 
gainst  the  Corinthians,  30.  they  take 
measures  to  repress  the  revolt  of  the 
Potidaeans,  35.  speech  of  their  embas- 
sadors at  Laceoaemon  in  reply  to  the 
Corinthians,  44.  make  war  upon  Per- 
diccas,  35  fight  the  Potidaeans  and  Co- 
rinthians, 37.  besieee  Potidaea,  39.  re- 
duce Samos,  67,  68.  deliberate  about 
the  Peloponnesian  war,  83.  prepare 
for  defense,  94.  send  their  neet  to 
cruise  upon  Peloponnesus,  106.  attack 
Methone,  ib  invade  Locris,  107.  eject 
the  iEginetae  from  the  isle  of  ^gina, 
108  make  an  alliance  with  Sitalces,  ib. 
take  Solium  and  Astacus,  109.  invade 
the  Megaris,  t^.  fortify  Atalante,  110. 
celebrate  the  public  funerals.  111.  are 
afflicted  with  the  plague,  119.  send 
their  fleets  to  cruise  on  Peloponnesus, 
124.  are  angry  with  Pericles,  125.  take 
Potidaea,  134.  war  upon  the  Chalcidi- 
ans,  139  fight  the  Poloponnesians  at 
sea,  144, 150.  send  a  fleet  to  Lesbos, 
160.  besiege  Mjrtilene,  162.  reduce  it, 
174.  seize  the  island  of  Minoa,  189. 
send  a  fleet  to  Sicily,  211.  their  war  in 
Acamania,  215.  are  defeated  by  the 
J5tolians,  217.  their  proceedings  in 
Sicilv,  227.  they  seize  and  fortify  Py- 
lus,  232.  fight  between  them  and  the 
Lacedaemonians,  236.  fight  the  Syra- 
cusans,  240.  invade  the  Corinthians, 
253.  t^e  Anactorium,  256.  conquer 
C3[thera,  259.  take  Thyrea,  261.  sur- 
prise Nisaea,  268.  invade  Bceotia,  and 
are  defeated  at  Delium,  283.  lose  Am- 
phipolis,  290.  make  a  truce  with  the 
Lacedaemonians,  295.  take  Mende^  304. 
besiege  Scione,  306.  eject  the  Delians, 
309.  are  conquered  by  Brasidas  at  Am- 

ghipolis,  316  make  a  peace,  321.  take 
clone,  332.  want  to  break  the  peace, 
340.  make  an  alliance  with  the  Ar- 
rives, 343.  invade  and  reduce  Melos, 
367.  determine  on  the  Sicilian  expedi- 
tion, 377.  their  preparations,  396.  they 
sail  for  Sicily,  398.  land  at  Syracuse, 
420.  fight,  422.  solicit  the  alhance  of 
Camanna,  426.  take  Epipolae,  445.  be- 
siege Syracuse,  443.  fight  with  Gylip- 
pus,  453.  send  a  reinforcement  to  Sy- 
racuse, 458.  fight  the  Corinthians  at 
Erineus.  471 .  defeated  in  the  attack  of 
Epipolae,  478.  are  raising  the  siege, 
484.  are  stopped  by  an  eclipse  of  the 
moon,  ib.  fight  a  battle  in  tne  harbor, 
497.  march  away,  501.  forced  to  sur- 
render, 507,  508.  the  consternation  at 
Athens,  512.  their  measures,  513.  take 
Mitylene,  524.  subdue  the  Clazomeni- 
25* 


ans,  ift.  besiege  the  Chians,  525  de- 
feat the  Milesians,  526  quit  Miletus 
for  fear  of  the  Peioponnesians,  S97. 
fi^ht  and  are  defeatea,  536  solicit  the 
friendship  of  Tissaphemes,  546.  fight 
with  the  Chians,  549  lose  their  de- 
mocracy, ib.  lose  Euboea,  574.  defeat 
the  Peioponnesians  in  the  battle  of 
Cynossema,  579. 

Athos,  Mount,  292,  310. 

Atintanians,  141 

Atramytium,  309,  581. 

Atreus,  6. 

Attica,  2,  6,  35,  66. 

Aulon,  288. 

Autocharidas,  317. 

Autocles,  258,  296. 

Azius,  the  river,  155. 

Bacchus,  temples  of,  101, 207, 572. 

Battus,  254. 

Beraea,36. 

Bisaltia,  155, 292. 

Boeotarchs,  280,  336 

Boeotia,  2. 

Boeotians,  7.  elected  out  of  Ame,  8.  con- 
quered by  the  Athenians  at  wnophy- 
ta,  63  become  free,  66  win  the  battle 
of  Delium,  284.  besiege  Delium,  tb, 
take  Panactum,  310.  send  aid  to  the 
Syracusans,  460. 

Bceum,  63. 

Bolbe,  Lake,  35, 288. 

Bolissus,  525. 

Boriades,  218. 

Bornienstans,  217. 

Bottiseans,  35, 139. 

Bottice,  39. 

Brasidas.  saves  Methone,  and  receiret 
the  public  commendation  at  Sparta, 
107  is  of  the  council  to  Alcidas,  202. 
his  gallant  behavior  at  Pylus,  235. 
saves  Megara,  268.  marches  to  Thrace, 
274.  his  character,  275.  marches  a- 
gainst  the  Lyncestians,  ib  harangues 
the  Acanthians,  276.  ^ets  possession 
of  Amphipolis,  289.  is  repulsed  at 
Eion,  290.  marches  into  Acte,  293. 
takes  Torone,  293  and  Lecythus,  294. 
crowned  by  the  Scioneans,  299,march- 
es  a  second  time  against  the  Lynces- 
tians, 300.  his  brave  retreat,  303. 
makes  an  unsuccessful  attempt  on 
Potidaea,  808.  opposes  Cleon  at  Am- 
phipolis, 312.  resolves  to  attack,  314. 
harangues,  ib.  sallies,  316  conquers 
and  dies,  817.  his  funeral,  ib. 

Brauro.  wife  of  Pittacus,  290. 

Bricmnia;.  311. 

Brilessus,  106. 

Bromiscus,  288 

Bucolion,  308 

Budorum,  152, 189. 

Byzantines,  revolt  from  Athenians,  87. 

Cacyparis.  the  river,  506. 
Cseauas,  the,  79. 
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CaleX,  the  river,  27k 

Calirrhoe,  the  apriug  of,  181. 

Callias,  son  of  CaUiades,  36.  killed,  38. 

Calltcrates,  18. 

Calliensians,  217. 

Calliflitus,  515,  534. 

C^ydoa,  319. 

Camarineans,  twice  ejected,  380.  their 

conduct  in  the  Sicilian  war,  261, 411, 

426,  434,  470. 
Cambyses,  0. 
Camirus,  537. 
Caranus,  106. 
Carcinus,  62. 
Cardamyle,  525. 
Carians,  3, 5. 

Cameian  holydays,  348, 361. 
Carteria^  578. 
Carthaguians,  9. 
Caryae,  349. 

Carystians,  58,  253, 487,  554. 
Casmenae,  380. 
Catana,  311. 
Catanasans,  dwell  under  Mount  .£tna, 

S2&  reduced  by  the  Athenians,  411, 

48a 
Caunus,  534. 

Cfcrops,  king  of  Athens,  100. 
Cecrirphalea,  sea-fight  at,  61. 
CenchresB,  254. 522. 
Centothpa,  441. 

CephaUenia,  17, 95, 109, 140,  215, 469. 
Cercine,  154. 
Cerdylium,  312. 
Ceryces,  544. 
Cestrine,  29. 
Chaereas,  557. 
Chaeronea,  66, 272. 
Chalaeans,  218. 
Chalcideans  of  EuboBa,  make  war  with 

the  Eretrians,  10.  subject  to  the  Athe- 
nians. 487. 
Chalcideans  of  Thrace,  revolt  from  the 

Athenians,  35,  37.  defeat  them,  140. 

enter  mto  league  with  the  Argives, 

Chalcideus,  the  Lacedaemonian  admi- 
ral, 516.  his  exploits,  520,  521.  killed 
by  the  Athenians,  524. 

Chalcidice,  39,  274. 

Chalcis,  64,  574. 

Ohaonians,  133, 140. 

Charadrus,  the  river,  352. 

Charicles,  461. 

Charminus,  an  Athenian  commander, 
529.  defeated  by  the  Peloponnesians, 
535.  helps  the  oligarchical  party  at 
Samos,  556. 

CharoBades,  son  of  Euphiietus,  211. 
killed.  213. 

Charybdis,  242. 

Chersonese,  7, 253. 

Chians,  258.  allies  to  the  Athenians,  12, 
67.  suspected,  518.  revolt  from  the 
Athenians,  520.  their  war,  522. 

Chimerium,  19, 29. 

Chionis,  323. 


Chromon,  217. 

Chrysippus,;. 

Chrysis,  90,  307. 

Cilicians,  65. 

Cimon,  son  of  Miltiades,  takes  Elon,5a 
beats  the  Persians  at  Eurymedon,  59L 
dies  in  the  expedition  to  Cyprus,  65. 

Cinaeum,  214. 

Cithaeron,  137, 172. 

Citinium,  63. 

Citium,  65. 

Clams,  176. 

Clazomenae,  530. 

Clearchus,  517,  534, 560. 

Clearidas,  commands  in  Amphipolts, 
307,  312,  313,  conquers  Cleon  with 
Brasidas,  317.  endeavors  to  break  the 
peace,  324. 

Cfeippides,  160. 

Cleobulus,  335. 

Cleomedes,  367. 

Cieomenes,  74, 173. 

Cleon,  his  speech,  178.  command  at  Py- 
lus,  5M5, 247.  his  command  in  Thrace. 
309, 315.  conquered  by  Brasidas,  and 
killed,  316. 

Cleonae,  292, 356, 441. 

Cleopompus,  107, 124. 

Clophyxus,  292. 

Cnemus,  the  Spartan,  commands  a 
squadron  against  Zacynthus,  131.  sent 
into  Acamania,  140.  retires  from  Stra- 
tus 144. 

Cnidos,  2i2,  532. 

Ccecinus,  220. 

Colonae  in  the  Troad,  77. 

Colophonians,  310. 

Conon,  469. 

Corcyraeans,  9.  founders  of  Epidamnus, 
15.  were  themselves  a  Corinthian  col- 
ony, 16.  make  war  on  Epidamus,  17. 
beat  the  Corinthians  at  sea,  19.  beg 
the  alliance  of  Athens,  20.  their  speech 
at  Athens,  ib.  their  success,  28.  en- 
gage the  Corinthians  at  sea,  30.  their 
sedition,  202,  255.  aid  the  Athenians 
in  the  war  of  Sicily,  488. 

Corinthians,  first  built  ships  of  war,  9. 
origin  of  their  hatred  for  the  Atne- 
nians,  61.  their  quarrel  with  the  Cor- 
cyraeans about  Epidamnus,  16.  their 
speech  at  Athens,  24.  continuation  of 
their  war  with  the  Corcyraeans,  29. 
send  aid  to  Potidaea,  36.  cry  out  a- 
gainst  the  Athenians,  39.  their  first 
speech  at  Lacedaemon,  ib.  their  sec- 
ond, 69.  invaded  by  the  Athenians, 
253.  excite  discontent  in  Peloponne- 
sus, 326,  327.  makes  alliances  with 
the  Eleans  and  Argives,  331.  aid  the 
Syracusans,  435, 458. 

Coronta,  157. 

Cortyta,  260. 

Corycus,  519, 531. 

Coryphasium,  230,  296,  822. 

Cos  Meropis,  535. 

Cranii,  109,  334, 349. 
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Cranonians,  106. 

CrataemeneSy  a  founder  of  Zancle,  380. 

CrensB,  221. 

Crestonia,  155, 292. 

Cretans,  488. 

Crissaean  gulf,  63, 133, 143. 

Grocyleum,  216. 

Croesus,  10. 

Crommyon,  254. 

Cropaea,  104. 

Crusit,  140. 

Cuma,  523,  530. 

Gyclades,  3. 

Cyclopes,  377. 

Cydonia,  145. 

CyUene,  19, 144. 

Cylon,  his  history,  73. 

Cyme,  175. 

Cynes,  157. 

Cynossema,  579. 

Cynnria,  260, 318. 

Cyprus,  61,  65. 

Cypsela,  333. 

Cyrene,  64. 

Cyrrhus,  156. 

Cyrus  the  elder,  9, 10. 

the  younger,  131. 

Cythera,  258, 2M,  318,  822. 
Cytherseans,  the,  488. 
Cytmium,  216,  219. 
Cyzicus,  580. 

Daithus,  323. 

Damagetus,  323. 

Damagon,  214. 

Damotimus,  298. 

Danaans,  3. 

Daphnus,  524,  530. 

Darius,  king  of  Persia,  succeeds  Cam- 
byses,  9.  reduces  the  Ionian  isles,  10. 

son  of  Artaxerxes,  515.  his  leagues 

with  the  Lacedaemonians,  521,532,547. 

Dascon,  380. 

Dascyiium,  76. 

Daulis,  108. 

Decelea,  438,  460,  554,  576. 

Delians,  removed  out  of  Delos  by  the 
Athenians,  309.  brought  thither  again, 
332. 

Delium,  280. 

Delos,  5, 58,  95, 174, 220,  581. 

Delphi,  oracle  of,  15, 18, 69, 74, 79.  314, 
^,332. 

temple  at,  65, 193,  308,  321. 

Demaratus,  448. 

Demarchus,  564. 

Demodocus,  271. 

Demosthenes,  213.  his  war  in  ^tolia, 
215, 223.  his  seizure  of,  and  exploits  at 
Pylus,  230, 232.  his  harangue,  233.  his 
attempt  on  Megara,  265.  carries  up  a 
reinforcement  against  Syracuse,  458. 
arrives  at  Syracuse,  476.  repulsed  at 
Epipolae,  478.  is  for  raising  the  siege, 
480.  decamps,  501.  surrenders  with 
the  troops  under  his  command,  507. 
is  put  to  death.  509. 


Demoteles,  243. 

Dercylidas,  548. 

Derdas,  35, 36. 

Dersaei,  157. 

Deucalion,  3. 

Dians,   take   Thyssus,  333.  dwell  on 

Mount  Athos,  365.  revolt  from  the 

Athenians,  ib. 
Didyme,  212. 
Diemporus,  90. 
Dil,  153. 
Diitrephes,  467. 
Diniauas,  523. 
Diodotus,his  speech  against  putting  the 

Mytilenaeans  to  death,  183. 
Diomedon,  besieges  the  Chians,  522, 

524.  favors  the  democracy,  556. 
Diomilus,  442. 

Diotimus,  son  of  Strombichus,  28. 
Diotrephes,  550. 
Diphilus,  471. 
Dium,S^4,292,365. 
Doberus,  154. 
Dolopes,  58. 
Dolopia,  157. 
Dorcis,  57. 
Dorians,  in  Peloponnesus,  8.  founders 

of  Lacedaemon,  11.  63.  border  on  the 

Carians,  96.  warred  upon  by  the  Pho- 

cians  63.  the  perpetual  enemies  of 

the  lonians,  429. 
Dorieus  the  Rhodian,  162. 
the  Thurian,  532,  563. 


Drabescus,  59, 288. 
Droi,  the,  of  Thrace,  157. 
Drymussa,  530. 
Dyme,  144. 

Eccritus,  460. 

£chinades,  158. 

£dones,  59, 155, 288,  292,  312. 

Eetionia,  568. 

Egypt>  exj[)edition  of  the  Athenians  to, 

Eion,  58,  231,  257, 288,  312. 

Elaeus,  578. 

Elaphebolion,  the  month,  297, 323. 

£  leans,  aid  the  Corinthians  against  the 

Corcyraeans,  17, 19, 29.  defeated  by  the 

Athenians,  107.  in  alliance  with  the 

Corinthians  and  Argives,  330.  with 

the  Athenians,  343. 
Elemiote,  155. 
Eleusinians,  made  war  against  Erec 

theus,  101. 
Eleusis,  66,  267. 
Eilomenus,  215. 
Elymi,  378. 
Embatum,  174. 
Empedias,  323,  325. 
Enoius,  the  Spartan,  516.'emba8sador  tc» 

Athens,  341.  his  enmity  with  Agis,  519. 
Enipeus,  273. 
Entunus,  the  Cretan,  founder  of  Gela, 

379. 
Eordians,  155. 
Bphesus,  81, 176, 257,  582. 
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Ephyre,  99. 

Epicles,  581. 

Epicydidas,  317. 

Epidamnians,  harassed  with  sediticms, 

15.  beg  aid  of  Corcyra,  ib.  at  Corinth, 

ib.  besieged  by  the  Corcyroans,  17, 

reduced,  19. 
Epidaurians,  17»  60,  M,  847. 
£pipoin,435,441,477. 
Epirus,  237. 
Epitadas,  233,  24a 
Ene,  522. 
Erarchus,  109. 
Erasinides,  453. 
Erectheus,  101 
Eresus,  108, 177,  524. 
Eretrians,  at  war  with  the  Chalcideans, 

10.  subject  and  tributary  to  Athens,467. 
Erythne,  172,  515,  620. 
Eteonicus,  524 

EubGca,  14,  53, 60, 100,  514,  574. 
Eubulus.  524. 
Eucles  the  Athenian,  289r 

the  Syracusan,  447. 

Euclides,  founder  of  Himera,  380. 

Euctemon,  529. 

Euesperit®,  483. 

Eumachus,  110. 

EumolpidflB,  544. 

Eumolups,  101. 

Eupalium,  216, 219. 

Eupharaidas,  110, 298. 

Euphemus,  his  speech  at  Camarina,  430. 

Eupomidas,  169. 

Europus,  156. 

Eurybates,  29. 

Euryelus,  442, 478. 

Eurylochus  the  Spartan,  218,  219, 220. 

killed,  223. 
Eurymachus,  90. 
Eurymedon,  sent  to  Corcyra,  206.  to 

Sicily,  228, 229.  is  fined  for  returning, 

265.  sent  thither  again,  458.  arrives  at 

Syracuse,  476.  killed,  484. 
Eurymedon,  the  river,  59. 
Eurystheus,  king  of  Mycenn,  6. 
Eurytanians,  215. 
Eustrophus,  338. 
Euthydemus,  323,  325,  a  commander  at 

Syracuse,  458.  unsuccessful  in  the  last 

battle,  499. 
Evalas,  523. 
Evarchus,  tyrant  of  Astacus,  110. 

a  founder  of  Catana,  879. 

Evenus,  the,  143. 

Galepsus,  290,  312. 

Gaulites,  563. 

Gela,261,311,379. 

Gelo,  king  of  Syracuse,  379,  380. 

Geloans,  build  Agrigentum,  379.  aid  the 

Syracusans,  486. 
Geraestus,  160. 
Geranea,  62, 63. 
Getae,  153. 
Gigonus,  36. 
Glauce,  559. 


Glauco,  son  of  Leager,  31. 

Goaxis,  290 

Gongylus  the  Eretrian,  76. 

the  Corinthian,  450. 

Gortynia,  156. 

Graseans,  153. 

Grecians,  account  of  the  old,  3.  how 
they  undertook  the  Trojan  expedi- 
tion, 7.  applied  themselves  to  man- 
time  affairs,  11, 12. 

Gylippus,  sent  to  command  at  Syracuse, 
447  arrives  there,  450.  his  battles,  453. 
takes  Plemmyrium,  461 .  procures  suc- 
cors, 483.  fights  the  Athenians,  484^ 
stops  their  decampment,  501.  takes 
Nicias  prisoner,  508.  brings  home  the 
fleet  from  Sicily,  519. 

Gyrtonians,  106. 

Hsmus,  Mount,  153. 

Hagnon,  68,  124, 153,968, 317,  323,  395. 

Hdex,  the,  218. 

HaUffi,  61, 124,  255. 

Halicamassus«  536. 

Halys,  the,  10. 

Hamaxitus,  578. 

Harmatus,  578. 

Harmodius,  his  history,  12, 13, 419. 

Harpagium,  580. 

Hebrus,  river,  153. 

Hegesander,  460. 

Hegesippidas,  347. 

Helen,  5. 

HeOixus,  560. 

Hellanicus,  58. 

HeUas,  2. 

Hellen,  son  of  Deucalion,  9,  3. 

Helots,  their  revolt  from,  and  war  with^ 
the  Lacedaemonians.  60, 61.  are  feared, 
and  9000  of  them  made  away  with,  975. 

Helus,  259. 

Heraclea,in  Trachynia,  914,  918,  973, 
317,  347. 

Heraclidae  kill  Eurystheus,  6, 8. 

Heraclides  the  Syracusan,  495, 447. 

Heraeans,  356. 

Heratoclidas,  15. 

Hercules,  15. 

Hermaeondas,  161. 

Hermione,  17,  75, 194. 

Hermocrates,  his  speech  to  the  Sicilians, 
961.  to  the  Syracusans,  399.  his  charac- 
ter, 424.  encourages  the  Syracusans, 
t2>.  made  a  commander,  495.  his  speech 
at  Camarina,  496.  his  stratagem,  500. 
banished,  564. 

Hermon,  571. 

Hesiod,  916. 

Hessians,  918. 

Hiera,  252. 

Hieramenes,  547. 

Hiereans,  214. 

Hierophon,  222. 

Himera,  237,  380, 418, 440. 

Hippagretas,  351. 

Hippaichus,  his  history,  19, 13, 411 
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Hippias,  the  eldest  son  of  Piaotratus, 
his  history,  18, 41S. 

the  Arcadian,  177. 

Hippocles,  son  of  Menippus,  519. 

Hippoclns,  tyrant  of  Lampsacus,  520. 

Hippocrates  the  Athenian,  265.  his  at- 
tempt on  Megara,  266.  his  harangue, 
283.  killed  at  the  battle  of  DeUum, 
286.  tyrant  of  Gela,  380. 

■  the  Lacedsmonian,  532. 

Hippoloehidas,  S73. 

Hipponicus,  213. 

Hipponoidas,  358. 

Histiseans,  66. 

Histiodorus,  134. 

Homer,  3, 6,7, 221. 

Hyaeans,  210. 

Hybleans,  441. 

Hyblo,  370. 

Hyccara,  418. 

Hylias,  the  river,  472. 

Hyperbolas,  556. 

HysiflB,  172,  366. 

lalysus,  537. 

lapygia,  470. 

lasus,  528. 

Iberians,  377. 

Icarus,  174. 

Icthys,  promontory  of,  107. 

Ida,  258,  581. 

Idacus,  579. 

Idomene,  156, 225. 

lUynans,  15, 17,  301. 

Iml>rians,  161, 246. 313, 487. 

Inarusj  a  Libyan  king,  revolts  from  the 
Persian  monarch,  ol.  crucified,  64. 

Inessa,  220. 

lolaus,  37. 

lolcius,  323,  325. 

Ionia,  2,  8. 

Ionians,4.  had  a  great  fleet  in  the  reign 
of  Cyrus,  and  were  masters  at  sea,  9. 
subdued  by  Cyrus,  10.  revolt,  57.  ene- 
mies to  the  Dorians,  429.  used  to  as- 
semble at  Delos,  220. 

\pneans,  218. 

Isarchidas,  18. 

Ischagoras,  306,  323,  32& 

Isocrates,  143. 

Isthmionicus,  323, 325. 

Istone,  211, 255. 

Italus,  378. 

Italy,  8, 23,  94. 

Itamenes,  177. 

Ithome,  revolt  of  the  Helots  at,  00. 

Itonaeans,  312. 

Itys,  106. 

JetSB,  450. 

Juno,  temples  of,  15,  205,  207,  307. 

Jupiter,  temples  of,  on  Ithome,  60. 

Mihchius,  festival  of,  74. 

— —  Nemean,  210. 

Labdalum,  443. 

LacedsBmonlans,  their  power  in  Pelo- 


ponnesus, 6.  their  dress,  4.  were  the 
first  who  stripped  in  the  public  ^[ames. 
4.  demolished  tyrants,  11.  origin  or 
their  great  war  with  the  Athenians, 
15.  deluded  by  Themistocles,  54.  ac- 
cuse him,  45.  war  against  their  He- 
lots, 60.  at  war  with  the  Athenians, 
61.  and  the  Dorians,  ib.  beat  the  Ath- 
enians at  Tanagra,  63.  make  a  truce 
for  five  years,  65.  begin  the  holy  war, 
ib,  make  a  thirty  years'  truce  with 
the  Athenians,  66.  consult  about  the 
Peloponnesian  war,  48.  determine  for 
it,  53.  send  embassies  to  Athens  to 
spin  out  time,  73.  invade  Attica,  98. 
assign  Thyrea  to  the  ^ginetse,  108. 
invade  Attica,  118.  malLe  war  on 
Zacynthus,  131.  march  to  Platasa, 
and  besiege  it,  134.  invade  Acama- 
nia,  140.  fight  at  sea,  143.  their  project 
to  seize  the  Pirasus,  151.  invade  At- 
tica, 159.  resolves  to  succor  the  Mity- 
len8eans,66.become  masters  of  Platasa, 
190.  put  the  Platasans  to  death,  201. 
beat  the  Corcyreans  at  sea.  205.  send 
a  colony  to  Heraclea,  214.  their  expe- 
dition against  the  Amphilochians,  219. 
invade  Attica,  229.  their  endeavors  to 
recover  Pylus,  231.  send  an  embassy 
to  Athens  to  solicit  a  peace,  238.  van- 
quished in  Sphacteria,  247.  make  away 
with  2000  Helots,  275.  take  Amphipo- 
lis,  290.  make  peace  with  the  Athen- 
ians, 295.  321.  march  into  Arcadia, 
330.  forbid  to  assist  at  the  Olympic 
fames,  345.  succor  the  Epidaurians, 
348.  gain  a  victory  at  Mantinea,  358. 
determine  to  succor  the  Syracusans, 
440.  fortify  Decelea,  ib.  succor  the 
Chians,  516.  enter  into  league  with 
the  Persian  monarch,  521,  532,  547. 
take  lasus,  528.  fight  with  and  beat 
the  Athenians,  536.  seize  Rhodes,  537. 
are  beaten  in  the  sea-fight  of  Cynos- 
sema,  579. 

Lacedaemonius,  son  of  Cimon,  28. 

Laches,  commander  of  the  Athenian 
fleet  in  Sicily,  211,  323,  325,  makes 
war  on  Meke,  212.  defeats  the  Lo- 
crians,  220. 

Lacon  speaksin  behalf  of  the  PlatSBans, 
190. 

Laconia,  124, 162, 230, 258. 

Lade,  521. 

Laaspodias,  448, 565. 

Lamachus,  loseth  a  squadron^  271.  one 
of  the  three  commanders  m  Sicily, 
382.  his  opinion  at  a  coiuncil  of  war, 
409.  kiUed,  446. 

Lamis,  379. 

Lampon,  323,  325. 

Lampsacus,  83, 415,  549l 

Laofucium,  307. 

LaphUus,  323,  325. 

Laaaeans,  153. 

Larissaeans,  106. 

Laurium,  123, 438. 
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Learehus,  139. 

Lebedos,  583. 

Lecythus,  294. 

Lemnians,  246,   3ia    accompany  the 

Athenians  to  Sicily,  487. 
Lemnos,  67, 119. 
Leocorium,  13. 
IjGocrates.  68 
Leon  the  Lacedsamonian,  214, 341, 548. 

the  Athenian,  323,  325,  524,  545. 

Leontines  248.  at  war  with  the  Syracu> 

sans,  811.  in  sedition,  311. 
Leotychides,  53. 
Leprenm,  330,  345. 
Lerus,  527. 

Lesbians,  12,  67, 159, 161,  258, 514. 
Leucadians  aid  the  Corinthians  against 

the  CorcyrsBans,  16, 17. 
Leucas,  19, 140, 215, 447. 
Leuconium,  525. 
Leuctra  of  Arcadia,  348. 
Leucimna,  19, 29, 32. 
Lichas,  an  Olympic  victor,  bat  scouraed 

346.  his  embassies,  324, 368.  public  host 

of  the  Argives,  ib.  his  dispute  with 

Tissaphemes,  536, 563,  his  death,  ib, 
Ligurians,  377. 
LinmsBa,  141, 222. 
Lindii,  379, 537. 
Lipara,312. 

Locri  Epizephyrii.  449. 
Ozolse,  4.  lose  Naupactus,  61. 

confederate  with  the  Athenians,  389. 
Lorymi,  536. 
Lycffium,  320. 
Lycophron,  144,  854. 
Lyncest»,  155,  275. 
Lyncus,  pass  of,  275,  300. 
Lysioles,  169. 

Lysimeleia,  the  marsh,  485. 
Lysistratus,  292. 

MacariuS;  218.  killed,  223. 

Macedoma,  Athenian  expedition  to,  35. 

Machaon,  143. 

Msander,  169,  547. 

Mffidians,  154. 

Msnalia,  334. 

Magnesia  of  Asia,  83, 543. 

Malea,  160,  258,  534. 

Biantmeans,  233. 884.  war  with  the  Te- 
geatse,  307,  make  alliance  with  the  Ar- 
gives,  328.  at  war  with  the  liacedae- 
monians,  333.  renew  the  peace  with 
them,  364.  mercenaries,  4w. 

Marathon,  11, 44, 416. 

Marsea,  61. 

Marathussa,  530. 

Mecybemaeans,  328. 

Medeon,  283. 

Modes,  11,  27. 

Megabates,  76. 

Megabazus  the  Persian,  64.  son  of 
Zop3mis,  ib. 

Megareans,  their  revolt  from  the  Co- 
rinthians, 61, 62.  from  the  Athenians, 
66.  aid  the  Corinthians  against  Cor- 


cyra,,17, 99.  prohibited  the  haibors  and 
markets  of  Athens,  30,  83.  sch«n« 
to  betray  their  city  to  the  Athenians, 
265.  demolish  their  long  walls,  292. 

Melancridas,  516. 

Melanthus,  514. 

Meleas,  161. 

Melesander,  133. 

Melesippus,  83, 98. 

MehanSf  814.  their  conference  with  the 
Athemans,  367.  besieged,  376*  reduced* 
ib, 

Melitia,  273. 

Melos,213,534. 

Memphis,  61,  64, 

Menander,  an  Athenian  commander  im 
Sicily,  458,  477,  496. 

Menas,  3^,  325. 

Mende,  231,  299,  305. 

Menecolus,  380. 

Menecrates,  898. 

MenedsBUS,  818,^283. 

Menon,  106. 

Messana,  889. 

Messanians  of  Sicily,  818,  819. 

Messapians,  818, 470. 

Messenians  of  Peloponnesus,  ejected  * 
by  the  Lacedsmomans,  61.  settled  by 
the  Athenians  at  Naupactus,  ib,  take 
Pheia,  107. 

Metagenes,  323. 

Metapontines,  470.489. 

Methone,  106,  255,  322. 

Methydrium,  350. 

Methymneans,  159, 487, 523, 577. 

Mieiades,  89. 

Milesians^  their  war  with  the  Samians, 
67.  beat  the  Argives,  526.  demolish  the 
fort  built  by  Tissaphemes,  563. 

ACindarus,  the  Laceasemonian  admiral, 
563,  576.  defeated,  579, 

Minerva,  temples  of,  79, 101, 295. 

Minoa,  island  of,  189, 266, 296. 

Minos,  his  naval  power,  3, 5. 

Mitylenaeans,  revolt  from  the  Athenians, 
159,  their  speech  at  Olympia,  162.  re- 
duced, 174.  ordered  to  be  massacred, 
178.  debate  on  its  execution^  ib.  ooim- 
termanded,  188. 

Molossians,  141. 

Molycrium,  144, 145. 

Molyenium,  219. 

Morgantina,  265. 

Mycale,  53, 550. 

Mycalessians  massacred^  467. 

Mycens,  6. 

Myconus,  174. 

Mygdonia,  35, 155. 

MylsB,  213. 

Myoneans,  218. 

Myonnesus,  176. 

Myrcinians,  290, 318. 

Myronides,  03,  63,  883. 

Myrrhine,  413. 

MyrtUus,  333, 325. 

Mysoon,  564. 

Myus,  83, 160. 
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Nauclides,  90. 

Naupactus,61, 140, 144,218,257,  272, 469. 

Naxians,  58,  243,  fovor  the  Athenians, 
410,  487,  yanquish  the  Messenians, 
243. 

Neapolis,  483. 

Nema,  350. 

Neodamodes,  332,  356,  460,  489,  514. 

Neptune,  temples  of,  75,  296,  553. 

Nericus,  162. 

Nestus,  the  river,  153. 

Nicanor,  141. 

Nicasus,  298. 

Niciades  297 

Nicias,  son  of  Niceratas,  189, 213,  245, 
253, 258, 298, 305, 319, 342,  his  speeches, 
382,  391,  421,  491,  503.  named  for  the 
command  in  Sicily,  382.  his  opinion  at 
a  council  of  war.  408.  defeats  the  Syra- 
cusans,  423,  446.  his  stratagem,  446. 
left  in  the  sole  command.  447.  his  let- 
ter to  the  Athenians,  454.  refuses  to 
raise  the  seige  of  Syracuse,  481.  raises 
the  siege,  500.  surrenders  to  Gylip- 
pus,  508.  Dut  to  death,  509. 

■ the  Cretan  of  Gortys,  145. 

Nico,  460. 

Nicolaus,  131. 

Nicomachus,  279. 

Nicomedes,  son  of  Cleombrotus,  63. 

Niconidas,  273. 

Nicostratus,  aid  the  popular  faction  at 
Corcyra,  204.  takes  Cythera,  258^  298. 
takes  Mende,  305.  besieges  Scione 
352. 

Nile,  the  river,  61. 

Nisaea,  61,  66, 110, 151, 266, 296,  320. 

Notium,  177. 

Nymphodorus,  108. 

Odomanti,  157. 

OdrysflB,  108,  287. 

(Eanthians,  218. 

CEneon,  219. 

(Enoe,  65, 103. 

(Enophyta,  63, 283. 

(Esyme,  290. 

(Etaeans,  513. 

(Ethieans,  60. 

Olpaeans,  218, 

Olympia,  70,  162,  933. 

Olympic  Games,  4, 73. 

Olympieum,  452, 474. 

Olympus,  274. 

Olynthians,  373. 

Olynthus,  35.  37, 139,  300,  322. 

Onasimus,  298. 

Oneum,  Mount,  254. 

Onomacles,  526,  529. 

Ophioneans,  215. 

Opicans,  378. 

Opus,  110. 

Orchomenos,  66,  212, 272, 352. 

Orestes,  son  of  Echecratidas,  6& 

Orestheum,  354. 

Orestians,  141. 

Dreus,  574. 


Omeans,  356,381. 
Orobiae,  212. 
Oroedus,  141. 
Oropians,  106,  284,  548. 
Oropus,  213,  284,  466. 
Oscius,  the  river,  153. 

Paches,  sent  by  the  Athenians  to  reduce 
Mitylene,  168,  takes  it,  174.  and  No- 
tium, 177.  and  Pyrrha  and  Eresus,  ib. 

Paeonians,  153, 154. 

Pagondas,  his  harangue  to  the  Boeotians, 
281.  wins  the  battle  of  Delium,  284. 

Palaereans,  109. 

Pale,  17. 

Paleans,  109. 

Pallene,  isthmus  of,  34,  38, 295. 

Pamillus,  379. 

Pamphylia,  59. 

Panactum,  310,  322,  335. 

Panaei,  157. 

Panaerus,  273. 

Panathenaic  procession,  13, 414. 

Pandion,  108. 

Pangaeus,  155. 

Panormus  of  Achaia,  145.  of  Miletus,  524. 

Pantacyas,  the  river,  379. 

Paralians,  214. 

Paralus,  the  vessel,  550. 

Paravaeans,  141. 

Parnassus,  216. 

Pames,  Mount,  106, 284. 

Parrhasia,  333. 

Pasitelidas,  307,  310. 

Patmos,  177. 

Patrae,  143. 

Pausanias,  captain-general  of  Greece, 
56.  subdues  Cjrprus,  57.  besieges  By- 
zantium. i2>.  grows  a  tyrant,  ib.  recalled 
and  tried  at  Sparta,  tft.  returns  to  the 
Hellespont,  75.  his  letter  to  Xerxes,  76. 
driven  from  Byzantium,  77.  betrayed, 
78.  starved  to  death,  79. 

Pedaritus,  528,  530,  546. 

Peg8e,61,63,65,66,  265. 

Pelasgi,  3. 

Pelasgium,  the,  103. 

Pella,  155, 156. 

Peloponnesians,  their  colonies,  6—9. 
their  character,  84.  originally  Dorians, 
429.  their  war  with  the  Athenians,  see 
Athenians  and  Lacedaeraonlans. 

Pelops,  & 

Pelorus,  Cape,  242. 

Peparethus,  212. 

Peraebians,  274. 

Perdlccas,  king  of  Macedonia,  his  po- 
litical turns,  34, 36, 37, 109.  invaded/bv 
Sitalces,  152.  in  conjunction  with 
Brasidas  invades  Arrhioaeus,  275,  300. 
quarrels  with  Brasidas,  304.  makes 
peace  with  the  Athenians,  306^  is  again 
their  enemy,  364. 

Pericles,  commands  the  Athenians,  65. 
conquers  Euboea,  66.  and  Samos,  67. 
his  speech  for  war,  83.  makes  the  fu- 
neral oration,  111.  his  speech  in  de- 
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fense  of  .himself,  125.  his  death  and 
character,  130, 131. 

Perieres,  380. 

Periceci,  60, 214. 

Perseus,  6. 

Persians,  at  Thermopyls,  250,  their 
noble  custom,  156- 

Phacium,  274. 

Phaeacians,  16. 

Phaeax,  311. 

Phaeinis,  priestess  of  Juno,  307. 

Phagres,  155. 

Phaierus,  the,  OS. 

Phalius,  15. 

Phanae,  525. 

Phanomachus,  134. 

Phausteus,  270. 

Phanotis,  272. 

Phamabazus,  515,  534,  560,  570. 

Pharnaces,  132,  300. 

Pharsalians,  106. 

Pharsalus,  65. 

Phasehs,  138,  567. 

Pheia,  m  Elis,  107. 

Pherseans,  106. 

Philip,  brother  to  Perdiccas,  35,  86, 152. 

Philippus,  the  Lacedssmonian,  528,  566, 
576. 

Philocharidas,298,  323,  341. 

Philoctetes,  7. 

Phliasians,  17, 448. 

Phoceans,  found  Massalia,  9.  beat  the 
Carthaginians  at  sea,  t^. 

Phocians,  at  war  with  the  Dorians,  63. 
recover  the  temple  of  Delphi,  66. 

Phcenicians,  exercised  piracy.  5.  in- 
habited the  isles,  ib.  had  settlements 
in  Sicily,  378. 

Phoenippus,  297. 

Pbormio,  an  Athenian  commander,  88, 
68, 109.  commands  their  fleet  at  Nau- 
pactus,  133.  beats  the  Peloponnesians 
at  sea,  144.  prepare  for  a  second  en- 
^gement,  145.  his  harangue,  147. 
beats  them  again,  150. 

Photys,  141. 

Phrynicus,  526.  his  Intrigue  against  Alci- 
biades,  542.  deprived  of  the  command, 
545.  is  of  the  oligarchical  faction,  558, 
568.  is  assassinated,  570. 

Phrynis,  515. 

Phthiotis,  3. 

Phyrcus.  345. 

Physca,  155. 

Phytia,  222. 

Pierians,  155. 

Pindus,  Mount,  157. 

PiriBus,  62, 100,  151,  326,  570. 

Pisander,  overturns  the  democracy  at 
Athens,  545,  549, 568.  flies  to  Decelea, 
576. 

Pisistratus,the  tyrant,  13,220. 412.  puri- 
nes Delos,  220.  dies  an  old  man,  412. 

—  the  son  of  Hippias,  413.  dedi- 
cated altars,  ib. 

Pisuthnes,  67. 176, 177. 

Pitanensian  Lochus,  13 


Pithias,  902, 203. 

Pittacus,  290. 

Platseans,  confederate  with  Athens,  00. 
beseiged,  134.  a  body  of  them  make 
their  escape,  170.  surrender,  179.  their 
speech  to  the  Lacedemonians,  190. 
are  put  to  death,  201. 

Pleistarchus,  77. 

Pleistionax,  king  of  Sparta,  63, 66.  ban* 
ished.  104.  restored,  319,  823, 383, 361. 

Pleistoias,  328. 

Plemyrium,  451, 462. 

Pleuron,  219. 

Polichna,  524. 

Polichnitae,  145. 

PoUes,  312. 

Pollis,  131. 

Polyanthes,  471. 

Polycrates,  tyrant  of  Samos,  powerftU 
at  sea,  9.  consecrates  Rhenea  to  the 
Delian  Apollo,  ib. 

Polydamidas,  300, 305. 

Polymedes,  106. 

Potamis,  564. 

Potidseans,  originally  from  Comith,  84. 
revolt  from  the  Athenians,  85.  de- 
feated,  37.  beseiged,  ib.  125.  surren- 
der, 134. 

Potidanea,  216. 

PrasisB,  124, 448, 578. 

Priene,  67. 

Procles,  218, 218,  828. 

Procne,  108. 

Pronasans,  109. 

Proschium,  219, 22S. 

Prosopis,  island  of,  64. 

Prote,  island  of,  236. 

Proteas,  son  of  Epicles,  28, 106. 

Proxenus,  220. 

Pteleum,  322,  525,  530. 

Ptoeodorus,  272. 

Ptychia,  island  of,  255. 

Pydna,  36, 81. 


Pygrasians,  106. 
Pyfus,? 


230,  275,  318. 
Pyrrha,  168, 173, 177, 524. 
Pystilus,  379. 
Pythangelus,  90. 
Pythen,  447, 449,  497. 
Pythia,  322. 
Pythodorus,  the  archon  at  Athens,  9QL 

the  son  of  Isolochus,  in  the  command. 

227,  323, 448.  banished,  265. 

Ramphia,  83, 317. 

Rhegians,  211.  attacked  by  the  Locrianfl^ 
229.  neutral  in  the  SicUian  war,  407. 
Rheiti,  104, 253. 
Rhenea,  9,  220. 
Rhium.  144, 145. 

Rhodians,  Doric  by  descent,  488L 
Rhodope,  153. 
Rhceteum,  258,  578. 
Rh3rpa,471. 

Sabylinthus,  141, 
Sacco,  380. 
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Sadocas,  son  of  Sitalces,  109.  made  a 
citizen  of  Athens,  ib. 

SalMthus,  sent  to  Mitylene,  173.  taken 
prisoner  and  puttoueathby  the  Athe- 
nians,  178. 

Salaminia,  the  tirireme,  S05, 411. 

Salamis,  44, 81, 153,  in  Cyprus,  05. 

Salynthus,  king  of  the  Agrseans,  235, 
M7,373. 

Sanueans,  109, 333. 

Samians,  9, 36.  conquered  by  the  Athe- 
nians, 07.  their  insurrection,  583. 

Saminthus.  351. 

Sandius,  169. 

Sane,  393. 

Sardis,  07. 

Sargeus,  461. 

Scandea,  359. 

Scioneans,  of  the  Pellene,  originally 
from  Peloponnesus,  898,  revolt  ib. 
crown  Brasidas,  399.  reduced  and  se- 
verely treated  by  the  Athenians,  333. 

Scironldes,  536,  545. 

Scirphondas,  468. 

Scolus,  333. 

Scomius,  Mount,  153. 

Scyllttum,  347. 

Scyros,  58. 

Segestans,  380, 408. 

SeUnuntines,  489.  at  war  with  the  Se- 

Sestans,  380. 
inus;  379,  408. 

Sermylians,  39, 333. 

Sestos,  53,  549,  578. 

Seuthes,  154,  succeeds  Sitalces  in  the 
kingdom  of  Odrysae,  887  marries  the 
sister  of  Perdiccas,  157, 

Sicanas,  435. 

Sicanians,  377. 

Sicels,  378, 434. 

Sicilians,  313. 

Sicily,  8,  9,11,33,94. 

Sicyonians,  18, 64, 65,  66,  387. 

Sidussa,  535. 

Sigeum,  416,  578. 

Simus,  380. 

Singaeans,  333. 

Sintians,  154. 

8iph»,  373,  379. 

Sitalces,  king  of  Thrace,  108.  ally  to  the 
Athenians,  109, 133.  invades  the  Mace- 
donians, 153.  his  power,  153.  con< 
quered  by  the  Triballians,  387. 

Socrates,  son  of  Antigenes,  106. 

Sollium,  109,  316,  339. 

Solygian  Hill,  353. 

Sofmocles,  son  of  Sostratides,  338.  sent 
to  Sicily.  339.  his  acts  at  Corcyra,  355. 
banishea  from  Athens,  365. 

Sparta.  75. 

Spartoius,  139,  333. 

Sphacteria,  833. 

Stages,  531. 

Stagirus,  379,  313,  383. 

Stesagoras,  68. 

Sthenelaidas,  his  speech  at  Sparta  on 
war  with  the  Athenians,  53. 


Stratodemus,  131. 

Stratonice,  157. 

Stratus,  141. 157,  333. 

Strombichides,  530.  his  exploits,  53fl^ 

Strongyle,  313. 
Strophacus,  373. 

Strymon,  the  river,  58, 153, 357, 891. 
Styphon,  351. 
Styrians,  487. 
Sunium,  514. 
Sybota,  the  island,  89,  33. 
port  of  Thesprotis,  31,  33,  33, 

Syca,*443. 

Syme,  535. 

Syracusans,  at  war  with  the  Leontines, 
31 1 .  are  defeated  by  the  Athenians,  343. 
draw  up  against  the  Athenians,  430 
prepare  for  battle,  ib.  are  defeated,  433. 
fortify  their  city,  435.  send  embassa^ 
dors  to  Camarina,  436.  to  Corinth  and 
Sparta,  435.  engage  and  are  defeated 
by  the  Athenians,  443, 445.  raise  their 
counterworks,  444.  are  about  treating 
with  Nicias,  447.  prepare  their  fleet, 
468,  attack  the  Athenians  by  land  and 
sea,  463, 474.  erect  two  trophies,  480. 

Srepare  again  for  an  engagement,  484. 
efeat  them  aeain,  ib.  prepare  for  the 
last  battle,  490.  engage,  497.  are  vic- 
torious, 499.  stop  the  Athenians  by  a 
stratagem,  501.  pursue  them  and  take 
them  all  prisoners,  507.  send  aid  to 
the  Peloponnesians,  536, 579. 

Tsnarus,  temple  of  Neptune  at,  75. 

Tamos,  530,565. 

Tantalus,  a  Lacedaemonian  command- 
er,361. 

Tarenlum,  407, 447. 

Tanagra,  63,  313,  373,  467. 

Taulantii,  15. 

Taurus,  396. 

Tegeans,  fight  with  the  Mantineans,  307. 

Tellias,  447. 

Telhs,  333,  385, 

TemenidM,  155. 

Tenedians,  159, 487. 

Tenians,  467,  530,  554. 

Teres,  father  of  Sitalces,  106.  gets  the 
kingdom  of  Odrysae,  ib.  enlarges  it,  t*. 

Tereus,  106. 

Terias,  the  river,  410, 441. 

Terin»an  Gulf,  447. 

Teutiaplus,  175. 

Teutiussa,  536. 

Thapsus,  379, 448, 463. 

Tharypus,  king  of  the  Molossians,  141. 

Thasians,  revolt  from  Athens,  59.  de- 
feated, ib.  beg  aid  from  the  Lacedae- 
monians, ib.  surrender,  60. 

Thasos,  383,  550. 

Theaenetus,  169. 

Theagenes,  73. 

Thebans,  17.  surprise  Plataea,  90.  their 
speech  to  the  LacedaBmonians,against 
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the  Platteans,  195.  demolish  the  walls 
of  Thespiae,  307. 

Thebes,  54. 

Themistocles,  10, 45.  by  his  advice  the 
battle  was  fought  in  the  strait  of  Sala- 
mis,  45.  is  sent  embassador  to  Sparta, 
54.  deludes  the  Laoedsemonians,  ib. 
gets  the  Long[-walls  and  Piraeus  se- 
cured, 56.  banished  Athens  by  the  os- 
tracism, 80.  resides  at  Argos,  ib.  ac- 
cused by  the  Lacedaemonians,  ib.  flies 
to  Corcyra,ifr.  to  Admetus,  ib.  the  dan- 
ger he  escaped,  ib.  his  letter  to  the  king 
of  Persia,  81.  his  character,  82. 

Theogenes,  323,  325. 

Theramenes  the  Athenian,  553.  one  of 
those  who  overturned  the  democracy, 
t^.  turns  to  the  other  side,  567,  570. 

'  the  Lacedaemonian,  carries 

the  fleet  to  Asia,  527,  532. 

Therme,  36, 109. 

Thermon,  518. 

Thermopylae,  156, 214,  250. 

Theseus,  100. 

Thespians,  441. 

Thesprotis,  19. 29, 31. 

Thessalians,  drive  the  Boeotians  from 
Arne,  8.  confederates  with  the  Athen- 
ians, 63.  send  them  aids,  ib.  105.  their 
form  of  government,  273. 

Thessalus,  brother  of  Hippiaa,  13. 

Thessaly,  2. 

Thoricus,  573. 

Thracians.  overthrow  the  Athenians,  59, 
290.  are  free,  106.  their  sordid  custom, 
154.  fight  with  the  Thebans  after  the 
massacre  at  Mycalessus,  468. 

Thrasybulus,  556.  supports  the  democ- 
racy, 557.  made  a  commander,  558. 
brings  back  Alcibiades,  561.  beats  the 
Peloponnesians  at  sea,  579. 

Thrasycles,  323,  325,  520. 

Thrasyllus  the  Argive,  351. 

Thrasylus  the  Athenian,  556,  558,  577, 
579. 

Thrasymelidas,  235. 

Thrium,  66. 

Thucles,  378. 

Tbucydides,  son  of  Olorus,  why  he 
wrote  the  history  of  this  war,  1,  12, 
326.  had  the  plague,  119.  his  gold 
mines  and  great  credit  in  Thrace, 
289.  commands  in  Thrace,  ad.  arrives 
too  late  to  save  Amphipolis,  ib.  secures 
Eion,  290.  was  an  exile  for  twenty 
years,  327. 

the  colleague  of  Agnon  and 
Phormio,  08.  the  Pharsalian,  571. 

Thurians,  60, 470, 489. 

Thyamis,  the  river,  29. 

Thyamus,  Mount,  222. 

Thymocharis,  573. 

Thyrea,  108,  260,  338,  441. 

Thyssus,  292,  333. 

Tichium,  216. 


Tichiussa,  527. 
Tilataeans,  153. 

Timagoras  of  Cyzicus,  515, 510,  534 
ofTegea,131. 


Timanor,  18. 

Timocrates,  144,  kills  himself,  150. 

Timoxenus,  110. 

Tisamenus,  214. 

Tisander,  218. 

Tisias,  367. 

Ti  Miliomes,  lieutenant  of  Darius,  51 5. 
li  ,i  coju pacts  and  lea^ies  with  the 
Peloponnesians,  521,  532,  547.  is  con- 
quered at  Miletus  by  the  Athenians, 
526.  fortifies  lasus,  528.  pays  the  Lace- 
daemonian ships,  ib.  lessens  their  pay 
by  the  advice  of  Alcibiades,  538. wants 
to  be  reconciled  to  the  Lacedaemon- 
ians, 547.  inveighed  against  by  the 
mariners,  559,  563.  why  he  did  not 
bring  up  the  Phenician  fleet,  566. 

TiepoTemus,  68. 

Tolmidas,  son  of  Tolmaeus,  64, 66. 

Tolophonians,  218. 

Tolophus  21b. 

Tomeus,  the,  296. 

Torone,  292,  310. 

Torylaus,  273. 

Trachinians,  214. 

Traezenians,  17. 

Tragia,  island  of,  67. 

Treres,  153. 

Thbalh,  153.  conquer  Sitalces,  king  of 
the  Odrysians,  287. 

Trinacria,  377. 

Triopium,  532, 

Tripodiscus,  268. 

Tritaeans,  218. 

Tropins,  443. 

Trojans,  how  enabled  to  resist  the 
Greeks  for  ten  years,  7, 8.  some  of 
them  settled  in  Sicily  after  the  taking 
of  Troy,  377. 

Trotilus,  379. 

Tydeus,  533. 

Tyndarus,  6. 

Tyrrhenes,  292. 

Ulysses,  242. 

Xenares,  Ephorus,  at  Sparta,  335,  341. 
commander  of  the  Heracleots, 


killed,  347. 
Xeno,  460. 
Xenoclides,  29,  227. 
Xenophantidas,  545. 
Xenophon,  son  of  Euripides,  134, 139. 
Xerxes,  10, 68.  his  letter  to  Pau8anias,76 

Zacynthians,aid  the  Corcyraeans  asainst 
the  Corinthians,  29.  a  colonjr  of  Ache* 
ans,  131,  215.  aid  the  Athenians  in  the 
Sicilian  war,  469,  488. 

Zaucle,  379. 

Zeuxidas,  323,  32*. 
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